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TENNIS INDEX 

Paul Fein continues to compile 
one of our more popular columns 

WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 

The second in our senes leading 
to the World Cup uext year 


F/ EOUT 

1995 r. one of the more 
eventfu' ■ .rs of sport. But time, 
usual, runs out 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY 
PROFESSIONAL SPORT AND 
POSTER PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
PROFESSIONAL SPORT AND 
COLORSPORT. POSTER 
DESIGNED BY PRADIP KUMAR 
GHOSH 



25 

NET CHORDS: PHOTO 
FEATURE ON THE EVENTS 
IN TENNIS DURING THE 
YEAR 

- , * 

SILLYPOINT 

’■VJ 

SHAME AND SCANDAL: 
THETUMULTUOUSk 
HAPPENINGS IN THt 
FOOTBALL WORLD IN '95 
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TENNIS TALK 


F»HOlnr.RAPHS PHOpeSSIONALSPOWT 


time,” according to 
Mike Agassi, Andre's father 
and first coach: Pete Sampras. 



w; 


THERE, short-haired 
Andre Agassi now 
keeps his shorn hosted, blond 
ponytail: In a vault when it's 
not displ^aye.l in his New 
All-StarCafi 


w: 


THAT teenaged John 
McEnroe once found 
while searching under his bed 
for a record album: An 
uncashed, months-old check 
for more than $250,000. 


UMBER of Australian 
players who have won a 
Wimbledon title in singles, 
doubles or mixed doubles: 41. 

UMBER OF Italian 
players who have won a 
Wimbledon title in singles, 
doubles or mixed doubles: 0 


R eason why Mary Pierce 
says she doesn't read 
books anymore: "Because I 
haven't found one that I like.” 

P LAYER that the ballboys 
and ballgirls rated their 
favourite in a poll at the 1995 
^ Wimbledon Championships; 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

H OW popular world No. 

72 Shuzo Matsuoka 
would become in Japan if he 
won Wimbledon, according 
to respected journalist 
Wataru Tsukagushi; "More 
popular than the president or 
the emperor or anyone else." 









TENNIS TALK 


P LAYER that noted coach 
Nick Bollettieri believes is 
the biggest underachiever on 
the women's tour: No. 19 Lisa 
Raymond. 


I VV superstitiouly does 
I after a loss: She throws away 

f her attire, including her shoes 
I and racket. 



H OW P/ayboy magazine 
once described 
Guillermo Vilas: As looking 
like he could work as a bar 
bouncer. 

W HAT Martina 

Navratilova's dog, 
Yonex, once did; Yonex was 
interviewed in a published 
arncle.T 


A ndre AGASSI's service 
speed goal by the end of 
1995:125 miles per hour. 


S TRATEGY Chris Evert 
adopted whenever she 
played Billie Jean King 
because she felt King could be 
very intimidating: She 
avoided making eye contact 
with King. 


I ^LAYER-artor who won 
Jl the Seiko Grand Prix in 
Japan in 1981 while two of his 
films, "Hell Night" and "This 
Time Forever," were hits at 
Japanese box offices: Vince 
Van Patten. 

ft 

P ERSON who coined the 
term "lawn tennis" to 
s differentiate the new outdoor 
•: game from "real" or "court" 

!. tennis which was played 
indoors: Arthur Balfour, the 

brilliant English philosopher 
and Prime Minister. 

O NLY player in men's 
tennis history to have 
captured 11 of the possible 12 
events in the Grand Slam 
calendar—the singles, 

: doubles and mixed doubles in 
the four "majors"—during 
his career: Frank Sedgman. 


F ormer world No. i who 
said he could "turn a 
crowd from hating me to 
supporting me in just one 
point". Hie Nastase. 

A ddress of stefan 
Edberg Fanclub: c/o 
' Sabine Stroessner, Glucksir. 

1 8, D-91074 Herzogenaurach, 
Germany. 

H OW world champion 
Gary Kasparov described 
■, the attack-minded styles of 
' challenger Visvyanathan 
' Anand and himself at the 
j recent World Chess 
; Championships: "The parallel 
: is with tennis: We prefer to 
■ play at the net." 


N umber of men in the 
1995 Wimbledon singles 
( draw who listed Monte Carlo 
^ as a home address: 20. 
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T E N N IS TALK 



TUMBER of security 
IN guards who accompanied 
Monica Seles when she made 
her way from the clubhouse 
to the Center Court at the 
1995 Canadian Open, her first 
tournament since being 
stabbed in April 1993:12. 


I A MOUNT of money Boris 
I /Vsecker received for 
I playing Davis Cup for 
J Germany in 1995: $1,848,560 
5 from the German Tennis 
<; Federation and about 
$500,000 from German 
television. 


A mount of money 
American professionals 
are paid for representing their 
couniTy in the Davis Cup: 
$25,001, a match plus a 
peiv . n'.age of the prize money. 


^NE of "The 10 Most 
f Fascinating People of 
I 1995" on Premier Interview 
I Barbara Walters' popular 
I prime-time TV program: 

I Monica Seles. 


I QIZE of crowds that turned 
i 3 out to watch Australian 
amateur hero Frank 
Sedgman's training sessions 
for his final defense of the 
Davis Cup in 1952: Up to 
8,000 people. 

I TA7HAT partisan fans at the 
^ VV Paris Indoor Open in 
I November did to 1995 French 
Open champion Thomas 
I Muster as he left the court 
I after losing to Frenchman 
I Guy Forget: They spat at him. 

I A NDRE AGASSI'S business 

I /^partners in their new 

I Official All Star Cafe in New 
I York: Shaquille O'Neal, 
i Wayne Gretzky, Joe Montana 
and Ken Griffey Jr. 

i 

I ^ERSONAGE that superstar 
\ X Bill Tilden discussed his 
4 disagreement with the United 
; States Lawn Tennis 
Association over his travel 
] expenses in 1921: 

V President Warren G. Harding. 
k 


I VV Joe Fernandez does 
whenever she's struggling on 
or off the court: She recites 
r Psalm 27.1 to herself. 

I 

-r A that 1995 Wimbledon 
■j, W bad boy Jeff Tarango 
i answered when an umpire 
' asked him at the start of a 
I doubles match if there were 
i any questions: "Yes. Is there a 
' God?" 


I 

jt 

I 

k 


W HAT Steffi Graf 

considers "the turning 
point of my career": When 
she beat Martina Navratilova 
5-7,6-2,6-1 in the 1988 
Wimbledon final. 


I tjER CENT of Germans that 
I X Peter Graf, Steffi's father, 

i used to boast "know Peter 
Graf" because he's so famous: 
80. 
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TEN N I S. TALK 



T he biggest second serve 

"by far" Pete Sampras says | 

he has played against: The 
second serve of 18-year-old ‘ 

Mark Philippoussis. } 

i 

N ames of two-time ^ 

Frenih Open champion | 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario's | 

tw( dogs: Roland and Garros. 4 


T he No. 1 participation ^ 
sport in Japan: Tennis. i 

A MOUNT of money the | 
xvGrafs paid in taxes since I 
1983 on income estimated to i 
be more than $100 million, I 
according to private estimates i 
by those close to the legal case; \ 
About $7 million. ? 


TA7HERE Ignacy 
V V Tloczynski, who played 
43 Davis Cup matches for 
Poland, played tennis once in 
1944: On a makeshift court in 
front of 700 other war 
prisoners in the Markt-Ponga 
Camp. 

'lATHERE Ivan Lendl goes 
▼V when "I really want to 
learn something": The 
Encyclopaedia Brittannica. 

M artina 

NAVRATILOVA'S most 
recent crusade; "Save the 
Turkey." 

W HAT Jim Courier called 
Nick Bollettieri: "The 
greatest five-minute coach in 
the world." 

L argest (125 square-inch 
head) racket ever made by 
a major manufaaurer; 

Dunlop Max Predator. 

T ax rate that Steffi Graf is 
required to pay on her vast 
income in Germany; 56 per 
cent. 

N umber of consecutive 
years that the Graf family 
did not file tax returns: 4 
(1989-92). 

H OW CBS-TV Middle East 
correspondent Bob 
Simon, who regularly played 
mixed doubles with 
assassinated Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin for the 
past three years, described 
Rabin's playing style: "He 
charged the net at every 
possible opportunity." 

T he favourite book of Pete 
Sampras and Lindsay 
Davenport: The Catcher in the 
Rye. 


Compiled by Paul Fein 







Amazing new discovery. 
Walking is good for your ears 



Apart from improving your blood circulation, a brisk 
walk with the AQ644I personal stereo can also fill 
your ears with clear music. It’s also extremely compact 
and sleek and comes with a 3 band graphic equaliter 
and a detachable belt clip. The new AQMdt personal 
stereo. Formulated to make you feel good all over. 
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HVOURITE CUP. 




EFRESHED BY COCACOLA 


McCANN/CC/2S659S 




TRIVIAL 


★ The first three World Cups (in 
1975,1979 and 1985) were all 
sponsored by Prudential Assurance 
Co. and held in England. In 1975 and 
1979, eight teams (seven Test playing 
nations and a qualifier) divided in two 
groups, met once each in their groups. 
In an expanded format in 1983 
(which continued in 1987 also) the 
four teams in each group played 
against each other twice in a round 
robin. This doubling of group matches 
from twelve to twenty four-afforded 
an opportunity to bring international 
cricket for the first time to the smaller 
county grounds, apart from the 
traditional Test centres. 

★ The fourth World Cup in 1987 was 
sponsored by Reliance Industries and 
co-hosted by India and Pakistan. 
Because of the light conditions in this 
sub-continent, a major rule change 
was the reduction of the number of 
overs from 60 to 50 for each side (with 
a penalty clause for sides failing to 
bowl their lull quota in the stipulated 
time). 

★ The fifth World Cup in 1992 was 
sponsored by Benson (V Hedges and 

Briolil light*, giant »cornboBnt* and colourad 
cloMing...innovBtionsthatniada crickat 
and tha Warld Cup in particular, 
mora spactator and taiavision friandly 
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INDIA'S LARGEST SELLING LUBRICANTS. 
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


PURSUIT-I 



A lollection of 
Wot hi Cup anecdotes 


jointly hosted by Australia and New 
Zealand. With the readmission of 
South Africa the number of teams had 
gone up to nine. Each team played 
eight matches. The major innovations 
were coloured clothing and day and 



Viv Riebardt had lha diatinction af scoring 
1000 runs in Worid Cup mstchof 


night matches (in Aiisfaiia). 

★ In 1975, Pakistan despite having 
the best overall scoring rate of 4.63 
runs per over, were eliminated from 
the competition before the semi-final 
stage due to the cruel luck of draw 


satw 
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which placed them in the same group 
with West Indies and Australia. 

★ Kiwi brothers, Barry, Richard and 
Dayle Hadlee who appeared in 
one-match against England at 
Nottingham in 1975 provide the only 
instances of three brothers appearing 
together in a World Cup match 
although Australia's Chappell 
brothers Ian and Greg in 1975 and 
Trevor in 1983 have also appeared but 
separately. Another Chappell,namely 
Chris represented Canada in the 1979 
competition. 

★ Two father and son combinations 
were also represented in World Cup 
matches. While father Don Pringle 
represented East Africa in 1975 and 
son Derek Pringle played for England 
in 1987 and 1992. New Zealand's 
Lance Cairns (who appeared in 1979 
and 1983) and his son Christopher (in 
1992) provide the second 
combination. 

★ While Imran Khan and Javed 

Miandad have already appeared in all 
the five editions of the World Cups—a 
feat unlikely to be surpassed—^they 
both very obviously hold the join t j 

record oi appearing in most (28) 

World Cup matches. 

A Clive Iloyd (West Indies) and 
Imran Khan (Pakistan) led their teams 
in three successive World Cups. 

★ Alvin Kallicharan, the diminutive 
West Indian left hander, in what was 
then billed as a pacc-for-pace match, 
caned Australian spearhead Dennis 
Lille for 4-4-4-4-4-1-4-6-0-4 in one 



Kapil Day; hat talian fiva wickab in an innings 
in Ibt Wnrld 

gorgeous sequence (35 runs off the 
last ten balls faced) at The Oval in 1975. 

★ Gary Gilmour of Australia took 6 
wickets lor 14 runs in the semi-final 
against England at Leeds and followed 
up the performance with 5 for 48 in 
the final against West Indies at Lord's 
in 1975. His feat was emulated by 
Asantha De Mel ol Sri Lanka in 1983 
when he took 5 for 39 and 5 for 32 in 
two successive matches against 
Pakistan (at Leeds) and New Zealand 
(Derby). 

★ Graeme Fowler ol England with 
scores ol 78 not out, 69, 69 and 81 not 
out in 1983 is the only batsman to 
score four consecutive fifties. Navjot 
Sidhu of India too got lour fifties in 
five matches but without getting a I 


chance to bat in one intermediate 
match. 

★ Bob Willis, the 1983 English 
skipper, received the Man of the 
Match award solely for his captaincy 
in the match against Sri Lanka at Leeds, 

★ Asantha De Mel of Sri Lanka, had 

the creditable record of being the best 
bowler of the side in all its six matches 
in 1983 when he consecutively 
returned figures of 2 for 69,2 for 62,2 
for 30, 5 for 39, 5 for 32 and 1 for 33. 

★ All the five bowlers employed by 
Sri Lanka against England at Taunton 
in 1983 conceded more than 50 runs. 
De Mel 2 for 62; John 1 [or 5 5; 
Ratnayakc2 for66; Ranaiuuga 1 for 
65 and Somchandra De Silva.. (or65. 

A unique record in Cup matchc 

★ Three Pakistan wickets— Mohs 
Khan, Mudassar Nazar and Zaheer 
Abbas—^fell without a run on board 
against New Zealand at Birmingham 
in 1983. 

Only two fours were struck in the 
entire Pakistan innings of 184 for 8 in 
60 overs against West Indies at the 
Oval in 1983. 

★ There arc two instances oi bowlers 
from either side capturing live wickets 
in an innings in the same 

match—^India's Kapil Dev (5 for43) 
and Australia's Ken Macleay (6 for t9) 
at Nottingham. Sri Lanka's Asantha 
De Mel (5 for 39) and Pakistan's Abdul 
Qadir(5 for 44) at Leeds both in 1983. 

★ Zimbabwe used six diflercnt 
opening pairs in their six matches of 
the 1987 tournament. ^ 
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HOSTOF 
PROBLEMS 

The recent India-New Zealand series proved 
that we have to improve on our infrastructure 
if we are to host the '96 World Cup successfully 


BY SABYASA' il SARKAR 

¥ T lo ■ ‘d like a direo lift from 
i! - :ican-rending scene of 
A >Iay. Half a dozen corpses lay 
.M. !■! a row. Surrounding them 
wen dumbstruck relatives and the 
police, busy warding off anxious 
onlookers. The only difference being, 
this was no reel-life tragedy scripted 
by Saiini-Javcd. 

Hours after the Vidarbha Cricket 
Association Stadium collapse at 
Wagpur during the fifth India-NZ 
Oiie-dayer that took away nine lives 
and left hundreds injured, what one 
witnessed at the city's Mayo General 
Hospital was no celluloid stuff. Cricket 
fans bleeding profusely being rushed 
to the Emergency in stretchers, 
bewildered ward-boys frantically 
running up the stairs with saline 


bottles....it was'tragedy with a capital 
'T. 

As pieces of skull and broken limbs 
lay scattered at the tragedy site, one 
recalled an advertisement carried by 
all the newspapers in the city the same 
morning. It displayed a picture of the 
VCA stadium, accompanied by the 
boastful claim, concrete was never so 
good before'. The ad extolled the 
uniqueness of the stadium, using 
epithets like an epitome of 
international standard'. As it turned 
out on that fateful afternoon, it took a 
lew hours to prove how 'good' the 
concrete wasi 

Quite expectedly, neither the VCA 
nor the construction company 
allegedly responsible for the collapsed 
portion were prepared to own up to 
any responsibility. That the tragedy 
was the handiwork of some 
unscrupulous people eager to rake in 


quick bucks was, however, as clear as 
daylight. 

The capacity of the stadium, which 
will host the Australia-Zimbabwe 
Wills World Cup tie in early March, 
was increased from 24,000 to 42,000 
in breakneck speed. The result: 
unplastered walls, faulty building 
material and scant attention to 
speaator safety. Needless to say that 
the suitability of Nagpur as a World 
Cup venue is already in question. 

Which brings us to the most serious 
problem that the BCCI faces prior to 
the coming Wills World Cup: 
infrastruaure. The Nagpur incident, 
for obvious reasons, has attracted a lot 
of media attention. But the 
infrastructure at the other cricketing 
venues of the India-NZ series was far 
from satisfaaory too. In fact, the 
recently-concluded series wili be 
remembered not so much for any 
cricketing feats as the lost hours due to 
rain, soggy outfields, medieval pitch 
cavers and general mis-management. 

The decision to choose Madras 
< venue for a World Cup quarter final) 
as the venue for the second Test was 
the first faux pas the board had 
committed. Even the Kiwis were 
aware that the latter half of October 
brings with it heavy rain in Madras. 
Rain it did, though the pitch was 
hardly affected. But for the extremely 
soggy outfield, speaatoTs could have 
enjoyed a few more hours of cricket. 
The TNCA ground staff slogged 
around the clock, but with just a few 
gunny bags, and buckets full of sand as 
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equipment, they couldn't help much. 

Isn’t it incredible that even as the 
Wills World Cup is just a couple of 
months away, none of the cricketing 
venues, apart trom Calcutta and 
Chandigarh, can boast of a modern 
rain-soaking supersopper? 

The Mory was very much the same 
at Cuttack where defective and 
inellective covers robbed three days of 
the Test. The hosts and visitors alike 
were deprived of valuable mauh 
practice and moie importantly, 

India’s status as one ol the host 


Wall plaimad venues like the Eden Gardens 
should act os an example for the organisers 
H they are to ovoid any tragic incidents 
during the World Cup 

nations lor the lorthcoming World 
Cup was badly tarnished. 

The media were not spared either. 
Pressmen had a hell of a time 
collecting their accreditation jiasses 
for the Pune one-dayer as no 
responsible official was anywhere to 
be seen. Worse was to lollow. There 
were press boxes that resembled (in 


sire) the balcony of a 500 sq.Ii. Hat, 
seats that threatened to collap.se any 
moment, non-existent STD/Fax 
lacilities. .it was nothing short of a 
nightmare loi the media. 

The major plank ol the Demociai 
campaign against George bush during 
the last Presidential election in the US 
was the sorry' state ol the econoni\. 

The catchlme ol the Clinion camp was 
harsh 'It’s the economy, stupid’. Inthe 
same vein with the Wills World Cup 
close at hand it is tunc to remind the 
BCCl, ’It's the inlrastructiire, stupid!’|g 
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BIG MAC 



ASHOKf ^ lUH HABOH'Y 


If asked to predict who 
could be the best all 
rounder at the World 
Cup ' 96 , how many 
would name South 
African Brian McMillan ? 
But don't tell us we didn't 
warn you about this 
immensely talented, yet 
underrated, all rounder 


E is a highly-skilled 
]' all rounder, burly and 

' powerlul, an aggressive 
eompelitor. Al lirsl blush, 
Brian McMillan, who has even named 
his dog Beely, could have popped 
from ihe Ian Botham mould of 
cricketers— until you li'ok at bailing 
technique and temperamem, and lind 
that Big Mac and Beefy are miles apart 
Botham was a destnutive hitter, 
one who enjoyed thumping the ball 
vast distances and proving airmail is 
always quicker, McMillan is a classic 
batsman, a caresser rather than a 
smasher of a cricket liall, technically 


Though McMillan is not as popular as Jonty 
Rhodes or Allan Donald, ho is certainly one of 
South Africa's finest cricketers 
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With bii baight bowling fast conias naturally 
to McMillan, but bo it at offeetivo in tho othar 
daiMibnontttoo 

one of the most correct players in 
South Africa. 

And, while Botham was rarely out 



of the spotlight and seldom able to 
dodge controversy, McMillan is the 
most private of people, preferring the 
quiet family life to the harsh glare of 
the bright lights. 

But no-one can doubt his 
aggression out in the middle—Allan 
Border rates him a 'world class 
sledger'—and his value as a 
high-quality all rounder. 

South African coach Bob Woolmer 
describes McMillan, who turns 32 just 
before Christmas, as a 'seleaor's 
dream'. 'He blends into the side 
perfectly, and allows us to play an 
extra batsman or bowler depending 
on the needs of the occasion. He is just 
the chap to have coming in down at 
No. 6 or 7, where he can play a pivotal 
role and take care of the second new 
ball. He is competitive with the ball 
and peerless in the slips.' 

But it has been McMillan's batting 
form during the early weeks of the 
new season which suggests that his 
brief international career—^he was 
nearing 30 before he made his Test 
debut—could lake an abrupt turn. 

South Africa have had a problem in 
the top order since Kepler Wessels 
retired. There have been suggestions 
that Wessels might return to the Test 
scene this summer, and the balance of 
the side will obviously depend on how 
the obdurate left-hander wishes to 
end his career. 
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But, should Wessels opt to continue 
playing out his career in the provincial 
game, the selectors might well turn to 
McMillan to plug the gap at the top. 

'He would like to bat at No. 3,' says 
Woolmer, 'but I don't know if the 
demands on him would not be too 
heavy, particularly if he has to bowl a 
lot of overs.' 

Woolmer points out, however, that 
McMillan up the order could allow 
South Africa to field a fourth bowler (a 
spinner or another seamerj, which 
would ease the load on the powerful 
allrounder. 

McMillan proved a solid and 
successful No. 3 during the 1986 
season with W ■ wickshire (99 runs at 
58.76), and' i would welcome the 
chance ot o lurning to the top order, 
partici‘i.1 -y as the passing years will 
cun' "IS activities with the ball. It 
seei certain, at least, that he will be 
pus: ed up the list in the one-day 
internationals at the World Cup. 

The South Africans, talking about 
'flexibility' and 'innovation' as they 
plan ahead, shunted McMillan up the 
order for the one-day matches on 
their Zimbabwean tour in October. 

Opening the batting against 
Zimbabwe Country Districts, he 
pulled and drove his way to 135 
before he was run out; three days 
later, at No. 3, he took a superb 127 off 
the Zimbabweans in the first of the 
two one-day internationals (he was 
given the day off lor the second). His 
previous-highest score in 41 
one-dayers had been an undefeated 
48, a reflertion of how few 
opportunities batsmen down the 


order have in the one-day game. 

Batting at No. 7 in Harare a week 
previously, McMillan had come 
within two runs of successive Test 
centuries. Twice dismissed in the 
nineties in Test cricket, he finally 
made his maiden Test hundred 
against Pakistan at the Wanderers in 
Johannesburg in January. After 
injury forced him out of South 
Africa's brief tour of New Zealand in 
March, he was back for the one-off 
Test against Zimbabwe. Frustratingly, 
he ran out of partners and was left 
stranded on 98 in the first innings. 


"Sledging is a part of the 
game, and the hostili^ of Test 
cricket, although it is often 
tempered with humour. It can 
unsettle batsmen and make 
them play shots they 
otherwise wouldn't play".... 

McMillan 


then chipped in with 25 not out in the 
second as South Africa won by seven 
wickets. 

Those 123 runs—without being 
dismissed — look him to an aggregate 
of 1002 runs in his 18ih Test, and 
boosted his average above 42. Used 
principally as South Africa's fourth 
paceman. usually behind Donald, de 
Villiers and Matthews, he has also 
picked up almost three wickets per 
Test (52 in 18 outings), while holding 
on to 23 catches, most at second slip. 

He has earned the reputation of 
being one of the Porteas' most 


aggressive players out in the middle. 

He admits that his size—he is built like 
a rugby forward—helps in the 
sledging game but he regards the 
verbal contest between batsman and 
bowler as an 'art'. 

'You cannot simply get away with 
swearing at players in the modern 
game. Sledging is part of the game, 
and the hostility of Test cricket, 
although it is often tempered with 
humour. It can unsettle batsmen and 
make them play shots they wouldn't 
otherwise play,' he says. 

His hoi-and-cold temperament— 
toughness on the field and reserve 
off-it—is possibly why he has not 
grabbed the public imagination the way 
that Rhodes, Donald, de Villiers and 
Cronje have. 

Even the local media appears to 
take him for granted. South Africa's 
Five Cricketers of the Year were 
Cronje, de Villiers, Gary Kirsten, Dave 
Richardson and West Indian Malcolm 
Marshall (who led Natal to the top of 
the provincial pile). Most of the Test 
players who have bumped into 
McMillan on the battlefield over the 
past year would have had him in there 
somewhere. 

Brian McMillan has become an 
integral part of the Test team. His 
future could be as a specialist 
top-order batsman., but that might 
well depend on the selectors and the 
route Kepler Wessels chooses in the 
time ahead. 

On McMillan will rest South 
Alrica's hopes for the '96 World Cup. 
John Bishop 
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL 



WORLD CU 


QUESTIONS 


r Who bowled the 
s , best spell in the'75 
World Cup and what was 
the spell? 

Who were the 
. finalists of the'7 5 
World Cup? Who was 
awarded the Man of the 
Match? 

> Who was the only 
‘ , batsman who was 
run out in the final of the 
'79 World Cup? 

I Name the two 
' T countries which did 
not win even a single 
match in the '79 World 
Cup? 

Which Pakistani 

bowler made his 
debut in the '83 Cup and 
also won a Man of the 
Match award? 

How many fours 
■ and sixes comprised 
Kapil Dev's 175 in the '81 
World Cup against 
Zimbabwe? 



A Watch out for this man 
at the '96 World Cup. 
Who is he? 



'7 Name one player 
. who won the Man 
of theMatch thrice in a row 
in the '87 World Cup? 

Which is the highest 
■' ninth wicket 
partnership in World Cup 
cricket? 




B Identify this 

wicketkeeper who will 
be playing in his second 
World Cup? 


SERVO 


CLEANS 

ENGINE. 


ADDS LIFE. 



INDIA'S LARGEST SELLING LUBRICANTS. 



icx; M60/9S B 










1. Bishen Singh Bedi. 12-8-8-1. 

2 . Australia Vs. West Indies; Clive Lloyd. 

3. Gordon Greenidge for nine runs. 

4 . India and Canada. 

5. Abdul Qadir of Pakistan. 

*• Sixteen fours and six sixes. 

Graham Gooch of England. 

8 . 126 runs by India's Kapil Dev and Syed 
Klnnanl, vs. Zimbabwe at Tunbridge Wells in 
1983. 

9 . Sunil Vaison. 

10 Roger Binny of India; 18 wickets. 

11, Chetan Sharma. 

A) Danen Gough of England. 

B) DaveRichardsonof South Africa. 

Gavin Larsen of New Zealand. 

Compiled by K, Gopala Krishna 


SERVO tkDDS LIFE. 



INDIA'S URGEST SELLING LUBRICANTS. 











THE BIG PICTURE 


I N the 17 years since 
Sportsworld debuted, 
we've profiled, criticised 
and featured innumerable 
characters from planet Sport. 

Every sporting year carries 
with it its own share of 
memorable baggage, 
controversies and characters and 
these then go on to claim a space 
for themselves in the 'big picture'. 


We know how painstaking it 
can be to actually narrow down 
those chosen moments by 
providing apt photographic 
evidence and we admit that 
encapsulating them into 36 
pages has definitely not been 
easy. 

It was, however, enlightening 
And educative. 

We learnt— again —that 






planet Sport is inhabited by an 
abundance of appealing, 
beguiling, seductive flgures who 
weave hypnotic images and 
strive to fill our lives with 
magical, emotional and haunting 
moments. 

And even though the 'billing' 
of their respective sport may 
differ, the level of influence that 
they continue to wield upon us is 


the same. 

Which means that for every 
Andre Agassi who sends our 
adrenalin, levels soaring, there 
is a Vishwanathan Anand who 
helps maintain the equilibrium. 
But they alone are not all, which 
is why, we have peppered our 
list with variety. And if, as they 
say, 'A picture is worth more 
dhan a thousand words', then we 


have definitely managed to say a 
lot through these 36 pages. 

And lastly, we haven't 
forgotten about the most 
important 'sporting' 
personalities of the last 17 years: 
you, our readers. 

It's been a fun run. But it's only 
17 love. We plan to continue 
scoring. 
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WQPBSSiOMALSPOi 





TENNIS 


NET-CHORDS 


Pator.Graf. Tlie man who fiatland only to 
doeoivo. Onco again the man haa proved 
to be a thorn in Staff! GraTs davalopmant. 
Peter Grafs life has always bean loaded 
with controversy, but thinip reached a 
climax when tho German tax authorities 
revaalod that he, along with his dnughtor, 
was guilty of tax evasion amounting to 
millions d dollars. The man who was 


father to and shaped the Ufa of Germany's 
greatest sporting horoina today 

languishes in prison with nothing but 
mamorias for company. Peter Graf awaits 

trial and his daughter may also ha 
required to attend. In the maanwbila, he 

may wall continue to rua his decision that 
ha gave in to graad. for a few dollars more. 
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Cloekwiw from left 


Ptyehel Joumaymm pro Jiff Tonngo 
fimllv inadi hh dolt with foiM whan hi 
vnlkad out of hit aingioa motoh at 
Wimblodon. Tarongo clahnod thattho 
umpiro, Bruno Rohouh wan a 'ehoaf. To 
add injury to insuit Tamngo'a fiory 
Flinch wifi flinppad tho umpiro ciaiming 
that oho did so bocauso hor husband did 
not Tho ATP Tour committoo has 
roviowod Tamngo's caso and slappnd 
him in turn with a mammoth fino. Ufa 
gaoson... 


How to oxplain tho proportin that go 
toward tha making of this tennis pinyor, 
oxcopt to say that avan wo don't know? 
Laador Pans is our vary own Indian axport 
to tho world of pro-tonnis. But avon ftoos 
will admit that ha likes nothing mora than 
bashing up his opponents during Davis 
Cup. But what about tho Tour? 

Comma sa comma sa (Fronch for so-so) 
Noodioss to say, that wo am oil waiting 
for tha day whan Paes, the Davis Cup star, 
will make the graduation to Pans the 
tennis star. After all, tennis is worth a lot 
more than just playing a few Challengers. 


PROFESSIONAL SPORT 
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Grand voisus grunge. Andre Agassi may 
have swept through the popularity 
swaopstokos thanks to Nika's 
methodical marketing but the grand 
slams were won by Pate Sampras. In tha 
meanwhile, howovar, the world's top two 
tennis players have become clones d 
sorts, their imago being in direct contrast 
to ftieir panonalitiss, but more directly 
linked to the way they play their tennis. 
The fact is that tho laws of marketing 
have hold in tboir case and the two are 
reaping in tho moolah. 

She camo, she saw and she conkared 
(yas, we spelt it right). With tha return of 
Monica Soles, tha pap is back in 
woman's tennis. And right from hor 
maiden appoaranco at tho Canadian Open 
to tha finals of tho US Dpon. Solos had not 
lost a match. But Solos'return 

does not just speak about the competition 
in tha game. It is a tribute to what she 
baliovad in and it speaks a lot for the way 
she axorcisod hor private demons and 
returned to find peace by 0|fting for tha 
only option in bar life...tonnis. 
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Clockwite from right; 

The Albert Einstein of the men's circuit 
Nobody looks to turn minor changes into 
major developments like Michael Chang. 
The result of the latest tinkering with his 
tannis weaponry has led to him using a 
racket which is longer than usual. 
Reason? fm better serves and bener 
mtch. Chang's quest for development 
and excellence goes on. So who takes 
the credit for ail this? Prince, surely. Not 
on your life. Michael Chang will always 
thank die Good Lord... 

Bom, bred and buttered in Canada, Greg 
Rusedski caused a lot of commotion 
when he decided to turn out for England 
this year. Rusedski the pro is possibly 
overrated. Rusedski the individual has 
got pound sterling signs in his eyes. 
Nevertheless, he managed to play some 
inspiring tennis and whip up crowd 
frenzy before Pete Sampras decimated 
him at Wimbledon. 

Sweet Swede. And Stefan Edberg will 
always be remembered for that. But this 
exponent of the silken art of serve and 
volley is slowly becoming mortal in 
tennis terms. Edberg is finding a lot more 
security in his family as opposed to his 
tennis. But then that's par for the course. 
When your record as a tannis player is 
second to none and so are your earnings, 
there are times when you are susceptible 
to those extra double taults. The next year 
will possibly be Edberg's last. 

It's been a rough year on the personal 
from for Steffi Grm. But on matters tennis, 
it couldn't have been batter. It also puts to 
rest the theory that Graf is at her worst 
when she is plagued by negative 
distractions. This is nm the Steffi Graf that 
the world has seen before. Her problems 
have been her source of motivation, her 
victories, proof of her maturity and we're 
talking three grand slam titles. 







Fatherhood dooa strange things to most 
man. Boris Backer can claim that it has 
made him a batter tennis player. One of 
tennis' surviving dinosaurs, Becker is an 
endangered species. He is also the Plato 
among pros, his views, opinions and 
mature thought swings quite respected 
among his contomporaries. The tennis 
has also matured: his performance at the 
ATP World Championships being a ease 
in point. Don't write him off... ever! 



The girl who always comes in second: 
And just when Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 
thought she had more than a good chance 
to go for the No. 1 slot the WTA decided to 
co-rank Graf and Seles as joint No. 1. 
Nevertheless, women's tennis' version of 
the energiser bunny continues to be the 
most bubbly pro around and also the most 
hard working. If she would only come in 
first. 
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PROFESSIONAL SPORT 


Shi startad tha year off with a bang and 
andad it with a whimpar. In between her 
Austrelian Open triumph, the press 
dubbed Mery Pierce as The Body'. But 
the evidence that this post-Raphaelesque 
beauty, who hits the ball with magnum 
force, served up vis-a-vis her tennis can 
be summed up in one word: fragile. 

So what's her best option? 
Ummm...Baywetch? 


Wimbledon had its share of 
disqualifications this year, making it tha 
, year's most controvarsial grand slam. 
And just when wo thought that the British 
tennis players—who do nothing much 
but stroll through a few rounds at SW19 
—at least had good manners. Tim 
Henman, in a fit of rage, over a lost point 
played the shot of the tournament right 
into the face of an unsuspecting ball girl. 
Henman got bounced. The vary next day, 
Henman admitting bis folly was back 
with an apology, some flowers and a big 
kiss for the ball girl. The disqualification 











Clockwise from ItfC 




What is Thomas Mustar's stapla diet? 
Clay. And tha Austrian has won ovor 10 
titlas on his favourite surfaca. Ho also 
picked up his first grand stem title at 
Roland Garros, becoming the first 
Austrian tennis player to do so and in tbs 
process making a mockary of the 
opposition. But than, as Luka Jansen said 
of Muster, "Taka away tha dirt and ha can 
ba rsndarad mortal." 

Not true. The man who spits out bis 
opponents like applo pips has won an 
indoor title as wall. 

From a small town in Chile comes a small 
man; Marcelo Rios. Rios has long hair, a 
tough attitude and a big game. He's also a 
little impatient and does not believe in 
waiting for his turn at the top. Rios has 
beaten some pretty big guys and they are 
willing to testify that he is in a big hurry. 

Michael Stich continues to be some sort 
of enigma among tennis players. Rated as 
one of the most talented all-court players 
ever, he, nevertheless, continues to 
confound his critics with his own first 
round upsets at grand stems. Wimbledon 
for Stich was a case in point, so also was 
Flushing Meadows. But strange are the 
ways of tennis. Marketing men. however, 
continue to believe in his abilities and 
this was illustrated when the 
temperamental German signed a $10 
million deal with Nike. 

Australian teenager Mark Philippoussis 
is waiting in the wings, rather impatiently 
to serve notice. Philippoussis— a 
Bollettieri protege—is known for his big 
hitting and nuclear serves and cannot 
wait to taka tennis into the space age. 
Right now, he's working on his chinks but 
when he's all tuned up, he's going to 
make an almighty racket! 

Three of her perfumes are rated among 
tha Top 10 in Germany but Gabriela 
Sabatini has not provided her fans with 
avan a sniff of success. So much so, she is 
today being labelled as a never was - has 
been. The pretty Argentinian is today 
famous for those occasional semi-final 
appearances and has yat to make that 
jump which can take bar back into the big 
league. 
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SILLY POINT 


WITH A LITTLE HELP 
FROM ALADDIN.... 


Zico turns the tables 
on Romario 



News Quote: "He's a clown. He has to 
talk about me, to get the attention." 
Romario about Zico who blamed the 


former for Flamengo's disharmony 
and poor play. 


HE year was coming to an end 
and Zico was still incensed 
I over what Romario had 

called him. So he took out his 
cellular phone and rang up Aladdin 


who, as a tax exile, now lived in 
Monaco. 

When Aladdin picked up the 
phone, Zico said, "I am sorry to 
trouble you during this Christmas 
season, but 1 need the use of your 
genie. My name is Zico and I live in 
Brazil." "Well, do you know the 







terms?" Aladdin asked politely, as in 
the background, the shouts of a party 
in progress could be heard. 

"No," replied Zico. 

"Since my genie flies through the 
air, I don't diarge airfare. But you 
have to provide a five star gold lamp 
for it to stay in, along with a payment 
of $ 30,000 for a day’s work." 

"That’s fine with me," Zico said, 
although he felt that the price was too 
high. But he made an immediate 
telephonic transfer of funds to 
Aladdin's bank account. Soon, the 
genie flew from Monaco to Brazil and 
landed up at the home of Zico. 



"Hi, I am Aladdin’s genie and I am at 
your disposal." 

"Turn Romario into an elephant." 
Zico said tersely. 

So the genie went over to the 
Flamengo dressing room where all the 
players, including Romario, were 
changing into their football gear just 
before the start of a League match. The 
genie gave one look at Romario and 
he was instantly transformed into a fat 
elephant, wearing football boots on all 
four legs, along with the number 10, 
embossed in red, on his rump. Now, 
there was pandemonium inside the 
dressing room at the sight of the 
elephant. The coach, the trainers, the 
Indian masseur Paresh Das 
Bhelpuriwallah and the players Just 
stared at Romario with a dazed look 
on their faces. 

"Why are you staring at me like 
that?" Romario the elephant said in 
pure Spanish, "do I look like the back 
of an elephant or what?" 

Paresh Das Bhelpuriwallah 
suddenly burst into song: "Chal, chal 
chal / mere haathi / o mere saathi ." 

Meanwhile, the coach fainted and 
the other players rushed out of the 
room. Then a Brazilian 'i”V crew led by 
Zico rushed in where footballers 
feared to tread. 

"You look elephantine," Zico said, 
with a smirk. 

"And you look like you are 
suffering from encephalitis," Romario 
replied. 

Zico now brought a mirror from the 
bathroom and showed it to Romario. 
The latter took one look at his face and 
let out a long hoot. 

"What was that?" Zico said, 
pressing his fingers into his ears. 

"That was a trunk call to my 
> manager, telling him to do something 
about it," Romario said. 

Now a secretly triumphant Zico led 
Romario out into the field and the 
whole stadium, filled with the sound 
of samba drums and young bikini-clad 
Brazilian women doing the shake, 
came to a standstill. The word had got 
around: Romario had become an 


elephant and he was soon to stan 
work in the Jumbo circus in India. 

Zico, in a sotto voce, told Romario: 
"So now, you should have thought 
twice about calling me a clown, 
because it is you who has ended up in 
the circus, not me. Tera naam Joker." 

Paresh Das Bhelpuriwallah now 
suspeaed that it was Zico who had 
done the damage. So he went back to 
the dressing room and called up 
magician P.C. Sorkar Jr. in Calcutta. 
They negotiated intensely for an hour 
before they agreed to the financial 
terms. Then P.C. Sorkar Jr. using a 
Panasonic fax machine, faxed himself 
to Rio de Janeiro and went straight to 
the Flamengo stadium. There, within 
minutes, he had turned Zico into an 
ant. Now the spectators were having a 
ball: the ant and the elephant started 
playing football: Soon, they became a 
very popular fixture, usually before 
every match. So Romario had to put 
on hold his contraa with the Jumbo 
circus. Then, other countries around 
the world invited them and within a 
matter of time, they had engagements 
booked right through the year. 
However, one unforeseen result was 
that the Beef and Lamb show began to 
lose its popularity. People were no 
longer interested in the jokes that Ian 
Botham and Allan Lamb had to tell. 

So finally, a desperate Botham and 
Lamb had landed up in Monaco, to 
begin negotiations with Aladdin to 
bring Romario and Zico back to 
human form. But unfortunately for 
them, Aladdin informed that the 
genie, along with his live-in panner, 
Thumbeiina had gone on an extended 
four-month vacation with Alice in 
Wonderland. 

"I am so sorry about this," Aladdin 
said, as polite as ever, "But I have a 
suggestion to make. Why don't you go 
and meet Casper The Ghost. Maybe, 
he will be able to help you in some 
way." 

So now Botham and Lamb have 
gone off to Hollywood to meet Casper. 

Watch the next episode of Bol 
Hollywood for further 
developments.... 

Shevlin Sebastian 


SHAME AND 





SCANDAL 





« SoccarinlSSSbadexpariencedthaworatinscaniial 
Vialaaca an tha fiald, and match-fixing around tha warld 
^ warn tha twanaw damans that raiaad Its heads 
2 Franchman Eric Cantana's bizaro kicking at a spectatar after 
ha was sent aff in a gams batwaan Crystal Palace and 


^ Manchasisr United was aniy ana instance nf player 
I vialenoe an tha field. Cantana returnad ta England 
I roluctnntlv, but the damage had been dnne. Gaming a year 
I after the Warld Cup, the scandals did saccar's image nn gaed 





ClockwiM from top l•(l: 

Braci Brabkolur 
Mm only ono oxampto of a 
Mph prafilosoccor playar 
boinpatthocantroofa 
niateh*fixiflp scandal 

Ono of the mostfoaraofflo 
strikors Europoan soecor has 
soon is tbs rodonbtablo Rniid 
Gullit Mrbo had stoofod 
Hoiland to many triumphs; ho 
had ropfosantod losdinp 
clubs in tho hnlian and 
Spanish laapuos, but had 
novsr ones thoupht of piayiap 
for an Enpiish club. But timos 
chanpo. Ruud Gullit is soon 
pisyinp for Cholsoa apainst 
Evoiton in tho Prsmiorship 
football in Enpiand. Just ono 
oxampla of bip monoy buyinp 
Europoan talontto play in 
Enpiand 

For Evoiton it Mm a plorious 
mofflsnt It cortainly was as 
tbs club hod to wait for quits a 
lonp spoil to ropain tho FA 
Cup. Picturo shows Paul 
Ridoout (1S| hoadinp tho 
mstch-winnor apainst 
Manehostor Unitod in tho 
final St Wofflblay 
38 



























nw th BM wm wwmrtilw 
VMr, Mw WorM AHiMiGt 
C l u wpiamltiput 
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iHoafipowliiiMiB (Linford 
Chri^), trogodioo (ewon 
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ood hrovory (Am Quirot). 
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OMinpionohips wot by 
Miobaoi Jobnoon (ri^l who, 
doobko bio fwmy running 
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PHOTO PBA T tr R B 


{Ijft): (hvMTwfMM: gha 

WMtmiOQii. aaaaaiiiii pMMaitlM 
P#iMaial Mimd iria^MairiB wmH. MBMi 
flMw aiiea agabL la Aam^ato waatgaia 

wNIihm oalyiafte* in iwRaaiaaatnnaiv 

al i w l ai tf a g aa imaa far rra a i l a i la a a a . Ottay. 

with a aaigriibii lack ef gnwa, aaifad har a 
'ehaat' 



(Abawk A vietary tor waaiaa ia Algaria. 
Faadaawaiaiiali ia thateaunary pravartad 
Haaaiba Baakaarka Iraai traiaiag tbart 
baeana aha wrora aharta aad displayad har 
Aigha. Alaa, thara wara thraata aiadaat bar 
lito. Bat tbto waaian, agaiaat all tha adda, 
iraiaad aiaadtoaily aad triaaipind. Ska wan 
tha tSBOai gald tor tba aacaad aaaaaeativa 
thaa. A graat adiiaaaaiaat 




(Abtra^ NoHnNkflna IMorcali, ilto of AHlwfai. 
anollMr graoi latml, of tho WHO loogm M 
8oM Aooito, fliao won llio ISIQm with a oopoili 
tfioiriav of nmoioa, chooBing 90010 atfho ri|^ 
tiRw. it woo 0 000 moo mco and bo ooomo to bo 
woil aotto domioRla tho crowd at AMoota aloo 
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HO'S to say I can't 
■JL^Bachieve what Ian 
Botham has done? It's not 
too late. 

Notts allrounder Chris Lewis 
at the start of the season. Soon 
afterwards he was injured 
again 


] ^ KNOW you. You arc 
, ' the destroyer. 

President Nelson Mandela to 
Devon Malcolm. His 
assessment apparently was 
not shared by the England 
management 


OME might say that 
Bai Ian is a talented thug, 
but I believe there is far 
more to him than that. 
TCCB chairman Dennis Silk, 
advocating Botham's 
involvement in England 's 
coaching set-up. It didn t 
happen 


BANAL bunch oi 
mLm louts. 

Ian Woolridge > view of the 
Barmy Army in the Daily Mail 


I ■ I E has just one asset— 
UU pace. That apart, he is 
a nonentity in cricketin;' 
terms. 

England bowling coach Peter 
Lever after an abortive 
attempt to change Devon 
Malcolm's run-up and 
bowling aaion 




PAfBICK tAGAH 

rS] pen your •** eyes! 
mSm Aamir Sohail to the 
umpire after his first sight of 
fast bowler Henry Olonga in 
Zimbabwe. Shortly 
afterwards Olonga became the 
first black player to play for 
Zimbabwe—and was called 
for throwing 


Hm BigHriiiM K wMwif tll M irt te t ftHwi 

wmm# vfiw iMPf'pnfVB iwi<w^Bii9P*f^pni fUfnv v 












MITSUBISHI OIL 

lechnology for dean energy 



Don V smother your brand new bike with an engine oil that 
converts fuel into pure smoke instead of pure power. 


Get Mitsubidri Low Smoke 2t. India’s first engine oil to meet Japan's 
highest quality specifkxttion - the JASO FC standards. 


Which means Mitsubishi's smoke control requirements are 89% better and its 
exhaust port blockage control 100% higher than any ordinary 2T oil in India. 


Moreover it has the optimum PIE content—the additive 
that ensures complete combustion and maximum engine 
power. The visible proof of which is of course the emission 
you won ’/ see. Kick off with Low Smoke 2T. Your bike will 
agree it’s the cleanest show of power. 
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Low Smoke 2T 


























VOICES 


ffl T's no use 
U complaining that 
cricket is fuddy-duddy, 
because I'm afraid it's part 
of the game. 

Former TCCB chairman Doug 
Insole 


Raeivn reared He ugly head in aport yet again and this 
time it was English crickat that got the stick. In a much 
(Hihlicisad article by Robert Henderson, published by 
kVMait CrickM Mmthly the author accused coloured 
players playing for Engiand for not giving their 100%. 
Heiiderson wrote,.. “ such disparite origins make it difficult 
for the captain to develop deep group loyalty." Devon 
Malcolm and De Freitas were among the players who 
took the matter to court and the case was settled out of 
court with WCM publishing an apology. Picture shows 
Malcolm celebrating the loss of a West Indian wicket 
with follow player Maynard during the series 
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PATRICK EAGAR 


^' < PididsiM eiiMift WM Wt mN Mgi^ scandal of the yearwhen Aumraliens Shane Werne and Tun Mw eceusad 
,) Salim iMlii ttf dfieriiig them bribes during the Australien tour to Pakistan inTM. May and Wtuna 

. Mfogad that thiw wnra olfarad t SOJM each by Malik. MaKk was, however, tried in Pekatan and was axonaraiad 
of Dm crima. The Adsiralian Cricket Board not being satisRed urged the ICC to look into the mntlar. Malik's arrival 
in AuMralia also gaaeratod a fair amount of intarost but the foet ronuins that Malik is suraiy innocent until proven 
gnUty. PMI st a nl eriakal alsa saw four ohangas ki oqitainey this year with Malik, Akranr. Main Khan and Ramaoz 
Raja oocupi|ri>V fiw hot seat butneone has bean abia to command the statum otthair ax-capiain, bnran Khan 
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Imlian cricket had a ralativaiy good saaion this year, but 
Aihar's men could not gat over the Pakiatani jinx at 
Sharjah. They did manage to win the tournament though, 
after defeating Sri Lanka in the final. India also managed 
to win the Test and the one-day eeriet (albeit very 
narrowly > against the visiting Kiwis. Axbaruddin has 
retained his captaincy till the English tour next year, but 
ha will coma under intense scrutiny during fiie '96 
World Cup. 
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fS| NE began to feel that 
kfii the right adjertive 
was one never applied to 
him in his playing days: 
amateurish. 

Wisden editor Man hew 
Fngel on Ray Illingworth s 
outspoken first year as 
I liairman ofselectors 

Kv WISE man 
hU doesn't sit with his 
hack to the door. 

/ rare obsers-ation from 
Curtly Ambrose, intercepted 
by a journalist 

AYBEil'sinyfalsc 
tJjjBl teeth, Dickie, I'll 
take them out il you like. 
Old Trafford spectatoi as 
umpire Bird searched 
frantically for the source of 
reflected sunlight whuh held 
up the Manchestet I'esl 

RANKLY. 1 doubt 

V . 

whether I will er er 
call mysell great. 

Brian Lara. Others might 
disagree 

H HE enquiry needs 
more than tour little 
letters. 

ArifAbassi again, on the 
Salim Malik enquiry. The 
'four little letters ' were the 
written allegations supplied 
by the Australian Cricket 
B 



a HE mountain doesn't 
come to Moses. 
Pakistan Cricket Board chief 
executive Arif Abassi on the 
Australians ' refusal to allow 
players to be cross-examined 
in Pakistan (they were willing 
to be questioned in Australia) 

Q uite a fewplayers' 
living standards had 
improved so quickly that 
their Involvement in 
gambling seems closer to 
fact. 

Khalid Mahmood, Pakistan‘s 
1992 manager in England, 
considering the allegations 


UTm Ejust wanted to 
■dWii make sure, because 
there were so many ugly 
rumours. 

Intikhah Alam, Pakistan s 
manager/coach in Zimbabwe, 
explaining why his players 
had been asked to swear on the 
Koran that they xivre not 
involved in betting 


David Hopps 

WISDtNCHICM T MONTHLY 


E ven more ticklish 
lor the selectors will 
he the situation il Azhar 
says he was not lit. For 
then, how will Azhar'sease 
he different from Navjot 
Sittgh Sidhu'sease, which 
cost the strong but silent 
opener from Punjab a Test 
match? And will Azhar 
have to undergo a fitness 
test? It brings me back to 
the remark 1 made — 
which made some players 
unhappy—that there is 
one set of rules for one or 
two players, and another 
set for the rest. 

Sunil Gavaskar after Azhar 
missed the Irani Trophy and 
the Wills Trophy 
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PROFESSIONAL 
BATTING GLOVE 
* Super Mil Engfith 
iMthar palm. 

*■ ProvMw extra 


^ Specially datignad far 
maxtaiHim durability 


■l WOULDN'T stoop 10 

BJ such levels.they 

have to sell 
their columns you 
see....Maybe people are 

jealous.It's all very easy 

when you have quit the 
game to sit in the 
commentator's box and 
criticise the players. But 


they often forget that they 
themselves may have 
made the same mistakes 
during their playing days. 
One must have a clean 
heart.,.. 

Various retorts from captain 
Azharuddin to Gavaskar's 
comments 




MFD BY : SAREEN SPORTS INDUSTRIES 
VICTORIA PARK, 

MEERUT-250 001 (INDIA) 

FAX NO. 0121-512714 






"As a sales 
executive, I had 
to travel to 
distant places 

for work • There are no petrol 

stations or mechanics out there, just bad roads. 

’ 1 had to rely totally on a bike that 
would never let me down. I asked 
my mechanic for advice and 
bou}(ht the 4S Champion. By God's {(race, I've 

had no problems... aur kya 

holm ka the 
mileage is 
terrific/' 

* This is an authentic customer statement. 



IqH 



• Bigger brake drums for sure - shot stopping • Ceriani front suspension 





















with adjuitible rear shock absorbers tor smoother rides • Powerful 35 wett headlamp. • Free Msintenanee for 1 full year exclusively from Ba|ai. 

UNTAS Hai JS 672 2^16 








Like 34, Oamon Hill hedto be 
content wMi the eecond s|xil in 
the ChempionBhipB. Hill won only 
(our races this yeer, end ratired in 
seven races. Poor pit-slop 
strategy nho poid B vitel role m 
Hill's poor petfomance end in 
the coming soBSon he will hove 
the edded prassiira of hevitig to 
prove his winning cepebilitios to 
Frank Williems end the 
Rodenons WiMiems Reneukteem 
56 











MOTOR SPORT 

VROOM... WITH 
A VIEW 



If 19M saw a closB bailie for Ihe 
champkinship wbh only one 
poini sepanting the evenmal 
winner, Midiael Schumacher 
from Damon Hill, the *95 Fomiuia 
One season saw Schumacher 
taking the championship in style 


Schumacher won 9 of tfw 17 
races this year, md garnered a 

total of 102 points. Hill managed 
only 69 points this season. 

Schumacher also created history 
by becoming the youngest driver 


to win the PI Drivers' 
Championship for the second 
consecutive time, and also 
became the highest paid driver in 
racing history when he signed 
with Ferrari for an unprecedented 
$ 24 million for the 96 season 


Even though David Coulthard 
finished third in the Drivers 
Championship with 49 points, he 
suddenly fouTid himself out of a 
job at the end of the year. Team 
Rothmans WillianB Ranault have 
signed up Jacques Vdleneuvefor 
the 96 season, and CouHhard till 
date has not signed a contract 
with any team. But we will surely 
seethe youig Scotsman in action 
in the coming season 








SPOT LIGHT 



The RAWorM Rally 
Championships saw team SEE 
Subani winning both the Driveis 
and Ihe Manufacturei's tide. SEE 
Subani drivers Colin McRae (left) 
and Carlos Sainz, came first and 
sacond respectively, thus giving 
the SEE Rally team much to cheer 
about in the ESS Centenary year 


H Schumacher dominalBd the PI 
circuit then Australian Michael 
Doohan donwiatad the EDO cc 
nnlDicvcIing Grand Prix circuit 
Doohan won the Championship 
much balbra the circuit got over 
and his compalriab could do 
praly IMe-olher than breathe 
tin fumas Irom Ms bike 
58; ... 













MRF ZIGMA STEEL The Spece Age Radial. The tyre with muscles. Of steel. And the rage of the Maruti owner. Slide 
into the driver's seat. Start the car. Hit the road. Race away. And feel the strength of MRF Zigma Steel. As it takes control 
like no tyre has ever done before. Accelerate : You’ll discover that taking off was never so smooth. 
Manoeuvre : The unique'T oid tread pattern unravels a new force in road-hugging. Brake : Feel fke/jj^^ 
broad tyre base hold the road In a tight grip. Park : The tough, wide tyre base and the sensational raised ( vW ) 
lettering announce your arrival-in style! MRF ZIGMA STEEL : It's an out-of-the-world driving experience\\ai^ 


FOK MARi/TI lOOOCC / ESTFBM AND nmiER 1 18 ME 


Unias Mds MKF ZS 2719 
















T U R E 


Cloekwwa from top loft 


WHh tbo brook up in tho 
boxing ootabliohinoiit ond iho 
rotum of MikoTyton, tho 
boxing worM woo thrown 
into dixarrary with dWoront 
championc fm diffaront 
asaoeiationx. Tbara wax a 
acramblatoaatup 
nwnoy-apinning fighta. 
Finally, Frank Bruno baa goto 
cbanea to toko on Tyaon. But 
is tba glaaa-iawod Briton 
cut-out for it? 


Michaal Jordan, ona of tba 
graata of baakadMil, roturnod 
to flia gama and Chicago Bulla 
21 monthaaftarbaannouncod 
hia pramatnra ratiiwnant 
Jordon is ona of tba only two 
Afriean-Anwrican athlatas 
who hava Bnally baconM boo 
crossovor horoao—that it 
thoy racaivod moro 
conunarclal ondoraanwnt 
duals than tho pradominantty 
whito Anwricans 


South African captain 
Francois Pianaar holds aloft 
tba rugby World Cop hold 
ovary four yaars—aftor his 
toam dafoatod formidabla 
Now Zoaland 15-12 in tho 
final at Johannasburg. 
Bobind Pianaar is SA 
Prasidant Nalaon Mandalla 
in a Springbok iorsoy 


Tho Rydor Cap has always 
boon a prestigious fight 
batwaan two golfing 
continonts: tho USA and 
Eurapa. But statiatics show 
that tha Anoricans have had 
lha nM}or ahara of glory over 
tha yaars ospoeially on tha 
golf eirealL Howavar, in tha 
latast adition of tha Ryder Civ 
haM in Now York, tha 
Eurapaaaa who straggled in 
atharioHraamants finally 
calladflMrtats.Hara 
Barnard Gailaehw kiasaa tha 
trophy aflsr Eurapa haatlha 
USA 





SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 




Wi'PB talklag bike cbain enb eppoeket. 


Meat alien people match oM chain nail 


new appocket op new chela aai 


oin appocket. Fact la, a peplectly matchen 


chela ana appocket like the DIamoatl kit Is 


what pises 100% peplopmaace. Like 


optimum mileage, no pattle, smoothep 


plOes ana longep life. Fop a secoaO opinion 




ask the wlaalag couple on the left. 


kttep all, thelp mopplage was made 

la heasea. Mon nplvea thpough hell. 

^ DIAMOMP KIT 

mamomssomssasimossswosaasutmmmsmaosmmmmmasmowssmmmmmmmasmwsmswumm 

Clialii i Sppocket 
THE PERFECT MATCH 



Tl Diamond Chain Ltd. 


% tsrs VJ.H 






PHOTO PEATUR " 



ClockwiM from top loft: 

Tin tmmoad ahootiiio nnution and 
Hnwhinn Asian gold msdallist 
Jaspat Rana (in picturs) parfarmsd 
brilliantly in tbs racsnt 
Commonwsalth championsbips but 
fall abort from tbs qualtfyiop mnrfc for 
tha Atlanta Olympics wharsas the 
avsr-improving Manshsr Singb did 
wall at tbs Jakarta Asian most to 
aarnabaitb 


Karnsm Mallaawsri, tba Indian 
world cbampion. Witb a numbsr of 
world and Asian msdols including 
tbraa gold msdals in die World 
Cbamplonabips. Malloswari did 
India proud by sbstisring the world 
mark in the 54 kg cloan and jork. Sho 
led a succasifol brigade of Indian 
woman waightUitars 


So close and yat so for. Viswanathan 
Anand lost to 

Garri Kasparov in tha Intel World 
Chess championships at New York. 
Despite this loss Anand still has 
many more years to fulfil his 
dream—to have another shot at the 
world title. And who knows perhaps 
he will get the bettor of Kasparov 
next time 
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Presenting, Asho Deep (I|) Policy. 


When it'comes to health', . " 

love and care of dear ones'is vital. 
What'you also need 

'S ./ V-,', * 

tiimncial support. 


Responding to customers' needs, LIC presents 
Asha Dmp II — the health-insurance plan. 

BENEFITS 

Provided, the policy is kept in force for the full Sum Assured, 

(a) If unfortunately, the policyholder contracts Cancer 
(malignant). Coronary Artery disease involving 
bypass surgery. Paralysis or Renal failure of both 
Kidneys*: 

(I) Immediate payment of 50% of the Sum Assured. 

(II) Waiver of subsequent premiums. 

(iii) Payment of 10% of the Sum Assured every year. 

(iv) Payment of balance 50% of the Sum Assured 
and Vested Bonuses (on full Sum Assured) on 
maturity or death, whichever is earlier. 

(b) If fortunately, the policyholder does not contract any 
of the specified diseases, payment of full Sum Assured 
along with Vested Bonuses on maturity or death, 
whichever is earlier. 


FEATURES 

•Age at Entry : 16 to 50 years (Maximum Age 
at Maturity — 65 years). 

• Terms of the Policy : 15,20 & 25 years. 

•Sum Assured : Minimum — Rs. 50,000/-, 

Maximum — Rs. 3,00,000/-. 

• If the policyholder contracts any of the specified 
ailments within one year from the dote of issue of 
First Premium Receipt, additional benefits 
mentioned in (a) above will not be payable. 

• Policyholder to furnish satisfactory medical 
evidence to establish affliction by specified 
disease($). 

ic For details of the ailments covered and other 
information about the Plan, please get In touch with 
your Agent or nearest LIC Branch Office. 

Asha Deep (II) — Your Health Manira. 



FlA3KAREf> 
■\ OFFMIIV 
A accuMTv 



Oft Jnsurotice (Torporatlon of Jndia 

-in the service of the people. 


C:\MODE\ASE 24X 17.PM.S M.N..7 




fnTidu’efmj 


1 »^HESE days the England aicket 
I team is less pukka, consisting as 
I it does of half the Lancashire 
team and a few others who have 
convinced the chairman of seleaors 
they were born in Yorkshire. Such 
was the uproar about the 
commitment of players not bom in 
the place where Test matches are 
played that by the time the Old 
Trafford team was announced, 
everybody assumed that the entire 
Lancashire team, apart from Wasim 
Akram and the injured Peter Martin, 
would be in the England squad. 

The star overseas County player of 
the year, though, has not been Wasim 
or Mark Waugh or Dion Nash, but 
Kent's last-minute signing Aravinda 
de Silva, who has rewritten the Kent 
records book in the space of a few 
weeks. He even put a little doubt into 
Lancastrian minds during the BfrH 
final, which takes a lot of doing this 
year. When Carl Hooper comes back 
to Canterbury next year, we can 
assume that de Silva will not be on the 


dole: several other counties are 
already said to be interested in the Sri 
Lankan genius. 

The only criticism of de Silva in-July 
and-August has been that he is 
perhaps a little—how shall I put it 
without attracting a 
lawsuit?—chubby. Allegedly. 
Cricketers from W. G. Grace to Colin 
Milbum have known how important 
it is to have a slim and athletic frame to 
succeed at the highest level, so de 
Silva's extra few pounds are clearly 
the only thing separating him from 
triple-centuries every time he bats 
rather than the mere 
double-centuries he has settled for so 
far. Ever since John Crawley slimmed 
down by a pound or two, and brought 
his fitness up to Gladiator levels, he 
has achieved so much more than in 
previous years. Apart from retaining 
his Test place, of course. 

Surrey County Cricket Club, who 
certainly can claim to field one of the 
least chubby of all county Xls even il it 
IS also one of the leastmobile in the 


field, have come up with the answer. 
Their sponsored 'Slim-a-thon', in 
conjunction with Slimming 
magazine, is promoted to raise funds 
for youth cricket in the county, and 
every member received an entry form 
in a recent mailing. Such is their 
confidence in the devotion of their 
membership that they are not worried 
about a rash of resignations in the 
wake of this gratuitous insult. The 
reasoning is presumably that sensitive 
souls who can take seeing their team 
deep in the relegation zone (if there 
was one; there should be) can also face 
being called fat. 1 am not fat. 1 am 
calorifically challenged. 

The mailing goes on to give 
examples of a typical day in the 
Cricketer's Diet, which includes one 
pint o( Foster's lager. Presumably 
Messrs Stewart and Thorpe, as 
England players, are allowed an 
occasional Tetley's, and Aussie Carl 
Rackemann can hit the XXXX from 
time to time, but tlie rest of the Surrey 
membership must stick to Foster's. 
The diet also allows everyone to keep 
on the eating 'your lavouritf" treats', 
which seem to consist ol a ham 
sandwich and a banana, and one fruit 
scone for tea. 

Slimming maga/.ine clearly has no 
idea about a cricketer's favourite 
treats. My most recent cricket tea (in a 
game in which I played on the 
winning side) included five llapjacks, 
a slice of Battenberg cake and some 
fantastic banana bread before 1 moved 
on to the fruit scones (plural) and 
cream. After the match 1 consumed 
the regulation Foster's lager. And four 
Heinekens and half a jug of Pimms. 

May be this is why Surrey did not 
win much this season. They don't eat 
enough. They even lost against Peter 
May's XI at Arundel in the game that 
celebrated that great cricketer's life: 
the sylphlike Chris Cowdrey hit the 
winning hit, and the tea was fantastic. 
So was the lunch, for that matter. I 
think Surrey need to sign Aravinda de 
Silva for next season and use his 
example to build themselves to a good 
fighting weight. 

Jonathan Rice 

WISDEN CRICKET MONTHLY 
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SPORTSPERSON OF THE 
YEAR 

Chess wizard Vishwanathan 
Anand receives the most votes 
from our readers 

WORLD CUP COUNTDOWN 

Continuinf! ol,i series leading 
to the 'A'orld Cup 

TOTAL RECALL 

p.rul Fein sums up the 
interesting events of the year 


SCORPNEWS 



COVER BY V. RAMESH/SCORP 
NEWS AND POSTER BY 
SANTOSH GHOSH 



RESULTS OF THE POLL 

12 

1995 QUIZ 

BRIAN LARA AND HIS 
TROUBLES 


JUDE FELIX IS HOCKEY 
ADMINISTRATOR IN 
SINGAPORE 


PRIZE MONEY IN INDIAN 
SPORT 


CHESS: THE FUTURE IS 
BRIGHT 


RAPID CHESS HAS COME 
TO STAY 


AKHTAR ALL THE 
LEGENDARY COACH 
TALKS ABOUT HIS LIFE 


NEWS IN PICTURES 

FOCUS ON SUMO 
WRESTLING 


FREEWHEELING 


Editon Mansur All Khan Pataudi 

tinted and publisfied tor Ananda Bazar PatnKa Ua . 
by Bijil Kumar Basu at its press at 6 & 9 Pratulia 
Sarkar Street and also pnnted at Ananda Offeet 
Private Limited. Rot ^> 7 . Site IV. Sahlbabad 
industrial Area Qhaziabad'201010, Uttar Pradesh 
^r surcharge Srinagar and Ex Delhi and Tripura 
20 paiae North Eastern States 25 paiae 




SPORTSPERSON OF THE YEAR 

HERE ARE 
THE 

RESULTS! 

For the first time in the history of Sportsworld, we asked our readers to 
nominate the Sportsperson of the year. What we got was an overwhelming 
response from every state in India. Such has been his popularity that 
Vishwanathan Anand won the contest rather predictably, although there 
were several other nominees. 

Here is the list, according to the voting pattern. 

1. Vishwanathan Anand 

2. Steffi Graf 

3. LeanderPaes 

4. AjayJadeja 

5. Sachin Tendulkar 

6. Karnam Malleswari 

7. Pete Sampras 

8. JaspalRana 

9. Azhar 

10. Rumble 

11. Monica Seles and Jawagal Srinath (tied) 

Others who received votes were Brian Lara, Shiny Wilson, Michael 
Schumacher, Garri Kasparov, Arjuna Ranatunga, Michael Atherton, 
Jyotirmoyee Sikdarand Shane Wame. 

The following readers who voted for V. Anand will be sent their lucky 
prizes: 

George J Coelho, Bonibey. Steve Agnel I lu, Saietr vldtidisn Popli, Corn tiwio'e Sovimya Sir*iiA. Baiasore. Noanjan Roy. Caicutin. Sanioy Das, Hooghly.Jay Bhaiodia, Raikol, Anand 
Snatma. Darieelmy, Pnya'ai Guw.thdH Mo*>dr*in-iGd Ghouse Coi'nbatorp, Priyddarsi Mishra. Rourkela. Gautam Karmakar, Nadia, Rajeev Kumar Das. Jharsuguda. 

■ ahuiSangar Nagpu* Milie Mish/a. Cuttack Sun-fa Kuiur.JaipiJiquri ArtaMishta Cuttack, Panka) Kumar Mishra. Bhagalpur. Raniesb Chandra Paul, RuonarayanBaadf. A 
A exander. Madras. Sushanta Bhattacharieo, Simna, 




DON'T USE ANY ‘2T’ OIL... INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL 


WorldChampionLubricanIs 


















COVER STORY 


SPORTSPERSON 



OF 1995 

(J/t't'v I* /./;<»<; VfSWANATHAN AN AND gained the most number oj votes 
from .u;) n uders, DEVANGSHl) DUTTA analyses why 


T his momh, ihn Indian 
chess-playing fratei niiy 
suffered biller 
disappoininiem. 

Fourteen-year-old whizkid Sasikaran 
only just made the lop ten at the world 
Under 18 championships. It was his 
international debut. A few years ago 
that would have meant kudos, and 
congratulatory telegrams. Young 
Sasikaran would have returned from 
Brazil to be told he had done his 
6 


country proud. Instead he was on the 
verge of tears at missing out on medals 
despite being chucked into the deep 
end, two age groups above his norm. 
Sasikaran's disappointment is 
probably the biggest tribute 
Viswanathan Anand is likely to 
receive this year. Because that 
disappointment stems directly from 
the fact that Sasikaran belongs to an 
entire generation of chess players who 
view Anand as their role model. Like 


him, they believe they are the 
best—and they care passionately 
about winning titles and medals. The 
lay perception of the game as a 
minority pastime has also obviously 
changed—the faa that Anand won 
the Sportsworlds Sportsperson of 
1995 poll ahead of the statutory icons 
like Tendulkar, Paes, Graf, Sampras, 
Warne et al is proof enough of that. 
The fact that he actually won this Poll 
despite losing the world 











championship match, is a further 
indication as to how much public 
perception has altered. Indians have 
always deified team 
sportsmen—picking individuals out 
of cricket and hockey teams and Davis 
Cup squads for adulation. That is not 
too surprising because team sporis 
arc more readily accessible and rugged 
individualism has never been an 
integral element of the national 
psyche. It probably never will be in a 
country where most people of 
necessity sleep umpteen to a mattress 
from infancy to dotage. 

In that context. Aiiand being 
recognised as the best in his homeland 
is just arna/ing. It is a reflection of an 
amazing reiord however—and the 
record lias started to speak for itself. 
Since he was 20. he has 
consistently held a single digit ranking 
in a sport played across 160-odd 


nations. Since he was 21, he has 
consistently earned more in terms of 
prize money (as opposed to 
sponsorship contracts) than the entire 
Indian cricket team combined. As he 
turns 26, he is the second best player 
in the world and there is every chance 
that by 1997 he will be the best. 

Still it is kind of strange—because 
few, if any, of the people who wrote in 
on this poll would really have known 
what an amazing combination of 
dedication and sheer raw talent is 
required to devektp a career graph 
akin to Anand's. 

The world championship is a 
venerable institution with the first 
recognised match happening in 1886. 
Through the next 109 years and 37 
title matches, just 28 men have 
contested, and only 13 have anually 
held the title. A challenger has to fight 
his way up a 3-ycar ladder that is 


theoretically designed to give 
anyone—a stateless individual like 
Viktor Korchnoi, a player from a 
pariah state like Serbia's, Predrag 
Nikolic, a citizen of a federation 
non-member like South Africa —an 
even chance. In actual fact, the crown 
has moved out of Europe just 
twice—once travelling to America 
courtesy Bobby Fischer (1972-75) 
and once to Cuba per kind favour of 
Jose Raoul Capablanca (1919-26) 

Just breaking into the charmed circle 
of a Candidates cycle is an 
achievement most Grandmasters can 
only dream of—only two Asians have 
made it to that stage. 

The current incumbent, Garri 
Kasparov is the strongest player 
ever—an assessment based on his 
peerless tournament record, his 
amazingly high win percentage and 
WHhlin,parairtt 




the fact that he has fought off a 
record-equalling five challenges since 
1985. It may be noted though, that 
even Kasparov needed two cracks to 
clinch the title, trailing 3-5 against 
Karpov tn his abortive first attempt in 
1984. Boris Spassky once bitterly 
remarked "Working through the 
tiandidates cycle once, hacks two 
years off your natural 
lifespan—banditry is a less risky or 
punishing profession". Anand is the 
favourite to challenge again in the 
next cycle—assuming it isn't held up 
by ongoing bickering and dickering 
between Fide and the PCA. 

The politics is horrendous—a fact 
acknowledged by Anand who simply 
said the current stateol chess politics 
is "unbelievable" and that he is 
worried about the "long term stability 
ol the PCA as Fide seems to be slipping 
up". Kasparov revealed, in a recent 
interview, that the PCA—lintel 
contract for sponsorship of the next 
cycle includes a clause that the next 
world championship match will be 
finished by December 1997. Working 
backwards and assuming a reasonable 
six-month gap, the challenger has to 
be established by May 1997. The 
C.andidates matches should then start 
by mid -1996 at the latest. So the initial 
zonal qualification process must start 
by February 1996. Thus,there is every 
possibility that the whole cycle maybe 
delayed as Fide and PCA have not 
managed to sort out the nitty-gritty 
details of re-unification at the time of 
writing. Anand has to create his own 
inner region i)l calm in the eye of this 
storm. 

It's inevitable that the Indian ace will 
get dragged into tfiis whole imbroglio. 
As one of the lead players he is bound 
to be consulted on details ol 
scheduling, pri/.e money, match 
durations etc. Fxcessive involvement 
would undoubtedly allect Ids 
concentration which must be 
tocussed on making the 
improvements he must, before he 
fights the next cycle. He will be in sore 
need of developing a philosophical 
attitude—-the detachment of a 
Siddhartha. Retaining his sense ol 
humour is likely to help. In a post 
8 



match conference when he was asked "O I Simpson verdia". In all 
whether Kasparew's behaviour seriousness though, Anand says,, "I 

bothered him, he replied "No, it was think I will have improved allround 
the moves he made". He laughed off after this match simply because I do 
his errors in the 14th game where he things better with experience. After 
messed up a better position, by saying the Karpov loss (1991) and the loss to 
he was distracted thinking about the Kamsky {1994) 1 worked harder. That 






will happen here too". 

By and large, the chances in the 
match were pretty even—just that 
Garri Kasparov defended better when 
the chips were down. As Anand says 
"I had chances in the 3rd, 14th and 
17th games—all games I should have 


converted into wins and each time he 
held on. This is something 1 have to 
work on.” Anand's record does 
indeed suggest he does things better 
the second time round, bach time he 
has had a setback, it's been back to the 
•ffrawlng board Until he finds answers 


that work for him. This is the hallmark 
t)f a cerebral person—sometine who 
can address specific problems when 
they become apparent. He will have to 
find or develop resources he may not 
even know he possesses, to aaually 
beat Kasparov next time round. He 









will have to settle his team of seconds 
on a longterm basis—^Patrick Wolff is 
leaving to finish his law degree, Artur 
Yusupov still has realistic title 
ambitions of his own. That leaves 
Anand with Jonathan Speelman and 
Elizar Ubilava and he has to learn how 
to work with them in order to attain 
maximum efficiency. 

If winning the world championship 
was only a question of talent, 
dedication, work ethics and basic 
instinaive understanding, Anand is 
already good enough—it was the 
sporting pressures peculiar to playing 
for the highest stake of all which he 
could not cope with. He has to learn to 
cope with those pressures—the 
experience garnered Irom this match 
should definitely help. 

By the standards he sets lor himself, 
this has been a disappointing year. He 
started it as prime Candidate—he 
ended as losing challengci. In 
between, and afterwards, he 
produced a surprisingly consistent 
perfortnance in the few non title 
events he did play. His earnings may 
have been some S40,000 
higher il he spoke more fluent French! 
At the Paris leg ol the Intel Grand Prix, 
Anand defaulted in a setni final 
against Kasparov because he 
misinterpreted a gallic “3.30 pm" as 
"4.30 pm". Next year, Anand is 
unlikely to win the Sportworld 
spotlsperson of the year—^it is World 
Cup cricket year. Olympic year and a 
year ol consolidation and 
qualification where he is concerned. 
His primary task will be to negotiate 
the Candidates with as little fuss as 
possible. 

He may also get to play a few more 
Fide events next and rationalise his 
Elo fatings. There is a peculiar and 
interesting statistical anomaly here. 
Since Sanghinagar in September 
1994, where he lost to Kamsky, 

Anand has hardly played in any Fide 
events because he has been 
concentrating on the PC A title cycle. 
Result: His PCA Elo rating at 2772 
points is way ahead of his Fide Elo 
rating at 2725 points. According to the 
PCA ratings he is clearly the world 
number two while he is ranked 


number five in the last Fide rating list. 
Kasparov, for one seems to believe 
Anand will get there again. "Anand is 
much better than Kamsky, for 
sure—in a future match Kamsky 
would not stand a chance. Karpov 
now is not well positioned to work 
hard—^his potential is difficult to 
judge. 1 would pick Anand in a match 
versus Karpov. 1 won (against Anand) 
basically because I am the more 
experienced match player —I could 
adjust better to changes. Also his 
seconds underestimated my 



potential." Next time round Anand, at 
least will know the rigours of pacing 
himself through a two-month title 
match. He will know the insane 
demands world championships place 
on both nerves and stamina. He 
already knows that he created as 
many chances as the champion—he 
ought to learn in the next two years 
how to convert them. And who 
knows, the Sasikarans will have 
to set ever more ambitious targets to 
emulate their role model. • 

Tha tporttparson of 1995pmed axclittivaly lor 
Spoftsworlii at his homo m Madras 


VAR I E T Y 


THE YEAR 
THAT WAS 
QUIZICALLY 


Which team 
achieved the 

distinction of being the first 
team since Clive Lloyd's 
team in 1980-81 to win a 
Test series in Pakistan? 

Which country was 
the unlikely 

number two on the medals 
tally in the World Athletics 
Championship, 
Gothenburg? 

■ Allan Lamb and 

Ian Botham 


QUESTIONS 

Which cricketer 
captained his team 
on his Test debut? 

The return of the 
boxer Mike Tyson 
to the ring was voted the 
sporting story of 1995. 
Name his first opponent 
whom he demolished in 89 
seconds. 

Which 32 year-old 
first class cricket, 
record held by New 


Zealander John Reid was 
broken in 1995 and by 
whom? 

Which company 
sponsored the 
World Chess 

Championship between V. 
Anand and Garri Kasparov 
played at New York? 

A record match 
aggregate of 662 
runs was scored in a one- 
day international match in 
Sharjah. Name the two 
teams and what was the 
result? 


, Which 

Jamaican-horn 
Canadian won the 100m 
sprint in the World Athletic 
Championship at 
Gothenburg? 

His record leap of 
8.96 min the long 
jump event in Sestriere, 
Italy was later refused as a 
legal jump by lAAF. Name 
him? 

A) This man hit the 
headlines several times m 
the last year. Who is he? 


iiiuia as a pari lu 

their world tour talk 
show. What was it tit'. -d? 

















COLOHSPOHT 


knocking on the doors of 
selection for the Australian 
cricket team by end-1995? 

; i Which county 

' * didManoj 

Prabhakar represent in the 
1995 English county 
season? 

' ;■ In 1993 she 

' , nearly died 

suffering from third degree 
bums and lost her child in a 
premature delivery. In 
1995 she won the 800m 
gold medal in the World 
Athletics Championship. 
Name this great athlete? 



B) This gentleman, with 
the trophy, apart from 
enjoying sporting success 
was recently involved in a 
'royal' scandal. Who was 
he? 

\ . Which cricket 

^ ' magazine 

created a furore in England 
by alleging in an article that 
overseas-born players 
don't try as hard as 
home-bred men? 

I Which 

* tournament 

saw the return of Monica 



C) This footballer is 
celebrating the winning of 
which trophy? 

Seles to the tennis circuit? 

‘ What is the 
nationality of 
Ghada Shoaa, the winner 
of women’s heptathlon in 
the'World Athletics 
Championship? (She won 
the first gold medal for her 
country at any world-level 
championship) 

Name the three 
New Zealand 
cricketers who were 
suspended for three limited- 
over matches after they 
admitted to have smoked 
cannabis in South Airica? 
Which grea't 
cricketer of 

yesteryears was awardeo 
the inaugural C. K. Nayudu 
Centenary Award lor 
lifetime contribution to the 
sport? 


ANSWERS 


1. Lee Germon, New Zealand. 

2. Peter 'Hurricane' McNeely. 

3. Maximum number of 6's 
in an innings; 

by Andrew Symonds-16 sixers. 

4. Intel Corporation. 

9 . Sri Lanka vs W. Indies; Sri Lanka 
lost by 4 runs. 

6 . Donovan Bailey. 

7. Ivan Pedroso, Cuba. 

8. Sri Lanka. 

9. BelarusI 

10 "Beefy and Lamb in a Stew" 

11. Jeff Tarango. Bruno Rebeuh. 

12. Jason Gallian. 

13. Michael Kasprowict. 

14. Durham. 


15. Ana Quirnt, Cuba. 

16. Wisden Cricket Monthly. 

17. Canadian Open. 

18. Syrian. 

19. Stephen Fleming, Dion Nash and 
Matthew Han. 

20. Lala Amamath. 


A) He is Mark Mascarenhas, the preiddent of 
World Tel, which won the exclusive rights to 
telecast the World Cup. He also signed Sachin 
Tendulkar in a muUi million dollar deal 

B) Rugby captain Will Carling was allegedly 
involved in an affair with Princess Diana 

C) Frank DeBoer of Ajax holds aloft the 
European Cup. 


Compiled by Ramesh Nataralan 
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_ PERSPECTIVE _ 

LARA'S THEME 

In spite of not being present, Brian Lara's name is on 
everyone's Ups Down Under from david mcmahon, Melbourne 


LARA is the name this is a big but) you must 

on everyone’s lips at the remember that Australia 
moment, but I cannot won the last series against 

really understand why. them earlier this year, on 

Yes, I know he holds the West Indian soil. And 
world record for the Australia beat them despite 

highest score (501) two very important factors, 
made in the history of the Despite the fact that the 
game, but don't you think tourists' two main strike 
it's a bit much to say the bowlers, Craig McDermott 
Windies arc in their and Paul Reiffel had to be 

current slump because he flown home injured. And 
is not touring Australia despite the fact that Brian 
with them? Lara played every Test 

for his team. 

Let me put it this way. So. what am I saying 

'The West Indies has always here? I'm saying it makes 
prided itself on being the no difference this Aussie 

rievcr-ending production summer whether Lara is 
line of cricketers. The three here or not, the Australian 

Ws came and went. Sir Test side will still win the 

Garfield Sobers came and series. More to the point, if 
went. Hall and Griffith Ian has a grouse against 

came and went. And what either or all of: a) his 
happened? The West captain, b) his teammates, 

Indies just kept on c) the Board of Control for 

producing more champion west Indies Cricket, then 

cricketers and kept on he will serve no practical 

beating the best teams in purpose in the side. It is 
the world. Holding, often better to have a 

Roberts, Garner and Croft, young, unproven player 

the most lethal foursome in .j^ho is fully committed to 
the world at that time (and, performing to the 

indeed, most times before uppermost limit of his 

and since) came and went capabilities than a 
and what happened ? More supremely gifted player 

fast bowlers took their ^ho would rather be 

place and the West Indies elsewhere, 
kept on beating the best 

teams in the world. I'm not knocking Lara or 

The production-line his feats. But if he wants to 

analogy is still accurate. I be a pan of this team, then 
do not dispute the fact that he must be prepared, like 
the Caribbean islands every other member of 

throw up far more most international sides 

cricketing talent than the who rely on the game as a 
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profession, to do or die in tour earnings, but his metres from the summit of away from board meetings 

the attempt. Let us not behaviour is indicative of Everest because he had because they have a 

forget that during the something severely amiss. chilblains? You just bite the personality clash with one 

recently concluded tour of You are either committed bullet and keep going. of their direaors. The same 

England. Lara went absent to the game and your team Professionals cricketers do applies to star batsmen in 

without leave in speaaciilar or you are not. Cricket is a not behave like prima Test teams, 

fashion. He suffered profession for these fine donnas—in theory at least, 

heavily for it, because he men, not a pastime. Did Sir Managing directors of 

was fined ten per cent of his Edmund Hillary stop 300 companies do not stay piychlairiti ^ ' 


COt-ORSPORt 







As lliis is being writien, 
ihc West Indies are 
struggling. They Inst to liu- 
Australian Cricket 
Academy, they have lost 
two successive one day 
games to Australia, And, 
not surprisingly, the 
16 


Timidad cricket board has 
said it will try to convince 
Brian I.ara to rejoin the 
West Indies cricket team 
foi the World Cup 
following the West Indies 
Cricket Board of Control's 
decision to reinstate the 


star batsman. Trinidad 
board president Alloy 
Lcquay said: "We shall 
now attempt to persuade 
Brian that he has a 
responsibility to the West 
Indies." 

The West Indies Cricket 


Richie Riebardton it said to be 
bitterly ageinat Lara’t 
one upmanship 

Board of Control decided 
against punishing the 
26-year-old world record 
holder for refusing to make 
himself available for its 





disciplinary aciion is 
relevant' 


' t 

KS^IM HACAR 

cuiieni Australian tour, 
saying "as no contractual 
arrangements were in 
force between Brian Lara 
and the WICBC for this 
(Australian) tour, there 
was no breach of contract 
and subsequently no 


It seemed as thougli the 
only person who would 
speak his mind on the Lara 
mailer was Maurice Fostet 
loi mer West Indies Test 
fiatsman "1 certainly feel 
like many people that 
Brian Ura is acting like a 
spoili biai,"hesaid in a 
radio interview "He feels 
that because he is Brian 
Lara he should be allowed 
to do certain things 1 
foresee problems if you 
select Brian Lai a and have 
the same management 
Whether oi not I ara 



“i certainly feel, 
like many people, 
that Brian Lara is 
acting like a spoilt 
brat"—Maurice 
Foster, former 
Windies batsman 

■■ 

eve I lejoins tins team ilu 
West Indies has c loleitn 
twosei> impoiiani 
lessons They base to learn 
liow lo lost a lest senes 
\Mtli eiatt (whentliev lost 
ihe last sc lies to Austialia 
Ituliic Kithardson wlio 
adniiiiedU had iieser lost a 
senes beloie said 
ungiaciously that it was 
one of the woisi Austialun 
teams lie had played 
againsi) And they base to 
leain how to lebiiild a lest 
side Remenibei Austialia 
were tlie whipping lioys of 
world cricket in 1984 and 
literally pulled themselves 
up by ihebootsiiaps The I 
West Indies arc just about 
to learn how important a 
lesson that was O 
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AND RELIEF 



Prepared vrith a proven 
formula that induces deep 
penetrating oction, Euthena 
quickly relieves muscular 
aches and pains, sinus, headaches, 
arthritis, backaches, neuralgia 
What's more, Euthena is 
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mum rut <r m 


VARIETY 


WORLD CUP 

QUIZ 



QUESTIONS 


Who were ilie 
umpires in th( Mrst 
match in World Cup 
history? 

An Australian had 
the first five-wicket 
haul in the history of 
one-dayers. Who was he? 

Which Austraiian 
left-arm medium fast 
bowler took 11 wickets in 
the '75 World Cup semi 
final and final? 


How many 
Australian batsmen 
were run out in the '75 
World Cup final? 

Which two countries 
qualified for the'79 
World Cup, by reaching 
the final of the '781.C.C. 
Trophy? 

Which famous 
umpire has stood in 
each of the World Cups till 
date? 

A) H's not so funny when you 
consiflor that this guy has 
to boar the rosponsibility 
of taking over from ona of 
crickat’s bsst-ovar 
bowlars. Idantify this 
playar who will open the 
attack for histaam intha 
World Cup? 



* '! Against which 

country did Winston 
Davis take seven wickets 
for 51 in the 79 World 
Cup, which remained a 
record for best bowling 
performance before Aaqib 
Javed surpassed it in '91 ? 


B) Whatitthanicknaimof 
thiscricfcattrwhois 
ionwtimasiflaiid 
soimtimMOutoftha 
Indian taaffl? 


Which teams did 
India beat in the 
'92 World Cup? 


Chetan Sbarma and 
Sunil Gavaskar 
played some notable 
performances against 
which country in the '87 
World Cup? 


Who were the 
Indian debutants 
in the '92 World Cup? 


Who bowled the 
first ball in the'75 
World Cup? 


Where and between 
whom were the semi 
finals of the '87 World Cup 
played? 


C) What World Cup racord 
doasthis gantlanian have 
with RogarBinny and 
Wasim Akram? 


MOINUDOIN HAMID 



ASMOKE CHAKHABORTY 



1. David Constant and T.G. Langridge. 

2. Dennis Lillee. 

3. Gary Gilmour. 

4. Five. 

5. Canada and Sri Lanka. 

6. Dickie Bird. 

7. Australia (atHeadingley). 

8 . New Zealand. 

9. Bombay (India Vs. England), Lahore 

(Pakistan Vs. Australia). 

10. Pakistan and Zimbabwe. 

11. Subroto Banerjee and Ajay Jadeja. 

12. Madan Lai. 

A) Danny Morrison of New Zealand 

B) His name is Utpal Chatterjee, but in 
Bengal cricket he's known as 'David'. 

C) Australia's Craig McDermott (in 1987) is 
the only other bowler apart from Roger 
Binny (in '83) and Wasim Akram (in '93) 
to take 18 wickets in a single World Cup 
tournament. 


Compiled by Debayan Sen 
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S P E C I A L F E A T U R E 


as if her cruel stabbing and 
protracted trauma had never 
happened 

The “dream final" more than 
lived up to those great 
expectations. Powered by passion 
and pride, the two queens fought 
ferociously. Graf staved off a set 
point to grab the sensationally 
played opening set, but Seles' 
doublehanded groundies 
steamrolled Graf in the second set. 
Graf then outplayed her 
exhausted archrival to finish the 
7-6,0-6, 6-3 masterpiece that Graf 
called "the biggest win I've ever 
achieved." 

Graf's 18th career Grand Slam 
singles title tied her with 
Navratilova and Evert and made 
her the first player—^male or 
female—to win four titles al all 
four Slam tournaments, an 
extraordinary achievement. For 
Seles, being back—^not 
winning—^meant everything. She 
had exorcised the demons that 
had so long beset her and declared 
she was "ecslatical." 

HE men's year started as 

emotionally as the women's 
finished. Pete Sampras, 
much-respected for his 
phenomenal talent but criticized 
for appearing emotionless and 
distant, showed his human side at 
the Australian Open in the 
quarterfinals against fellow 
American Jim Courier. When a 
fan shouted, "Win it lor your 
coach!"—a reference to Tim 
Gullikson who was affliaed with 
brain cancer and i(»ld he wouldn't 
live six more motuhs—he broke 
down and wept. 

Andre Agassi, who had 
foolishly shunned this Grand 
Slam tournament throughout his 
eight-year pro career, sported a 
new look and a new attitude. With 
his flowing, frosted locks replaced 
by a balding pate, rededicated 
Agassi announced that, "Winning 
all the Slams is the most important 
thing to me now," and "[the 
Australian] is actually one of the 
28 


most realistic Grand Slams forme 
to win." 

Agassi, looking more like a 
tramp—or was it a skateboarder or 
a pirate ?—but playing like a 
champ, beat Sampras again, 3-6, 
6-2, 7-6, in the Lipton 
Championships final, to intensify 
their growing rivalry. "Andre is 
the one guy that I feel even if J play 
well, he can still beat me, confided 
Sampras. Equally respeaful, 

Agassi praised Sampras' 125 
miles-per-hour serves, all-court 
skills and athleticism as 'the game 
of the future.' On April 10, Agassi, 
no longer ridiculed for his 'Image 
is everything' commercials and 
underachieving record, claimed 
the No. 1 ranking for the first 
time". 

Neither Agassi or Sampras, who 
had a disastrous European clay 
court season, fared well at the 
French Open. Instead, 

27-year-old Austrian clay 
specialist Thomas Muster realized 
his childhood dream of winning 
Roland Garros for his first Grand 
Slam championship. No tennis 
player epitomizes the "no gut, no 
glory " credo more than Muster 
who battled all the way back from 
a serious knee injury, incurred in a 
1989 lar accident. Not only did 

Muster so overwhelmed Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov 6-4, 6-0, 6-4, that the 
up-and-coming Russian, who had 
eliminated Agassi, confes.sed, 

"You feel like a small moth against 
a big elephant." 

Muster become the first man since 
Hie Nastase in ! 973 to capture 
Rome, Paris and Monte Carlo in 
one year, but he went on to amass 
] 2 tourney titles and rose to a 
career-high No. 3 ranking in 1995. 

At a tempestuous Wimbledon 
that weathered a record 
110-degrees heat and its first 
disqualifications (three!) in the 
Open Era, mild-mannered 
Sampras seemed a welcome relief 
and a throwback to more sporting 
bygone days. Before Sampras 
grabbed his third straight crown 
and become the first man to 


achieve that since Bjorn Borg, 
veteran Boris Becker nearly stole 
the spotlight. 

Becker, the only man this 
century to appear in seven 
Wimbledon finals, warned, 
"Nobody should underestimate 
me." But Sampras, after 
overcoming two-time finalist 
Goran Ivanisevic's 38 aces in a 
five-.set semifinal, outclassed the 
heavy-legged German in every 
department—unleashing 68 
winners and committing only 7 
unforced errors—in an awesome 
display of power tennis to win 6-7, 
6 - 2 , 6-4, 6-2. Becker praised 
Sampras' hat trick as "an amazing 
fcal," and Borg's modern record 
of five Big W crowns surely 
seemed threatened by the 
23-year-old Californian. 

Traditional Pete and New-Wave 
Andre resumed their rivalry at the 
U.S. Open with the No. 1 ranking 
at stake as well as anothei coveted 
Slam title. Defending champion 
Agassi brought a 20-match 
hardcourt winning streak atid a 
3-1 persona] edge over Sampras 
this year into Flushing Meadow. 

"Pistol Pete" took the opening 
set of the final, a rematch of their 
1990 duel which Sampras 
sensationally captured at 19, 
when he won a speaacular 
22-shot exchange on set point. 
After that he nullified Andre's 
renowned service returns with 
even better serving (whacking 24 
aces and winning 56 of 65 first 
serve points) and superb volleying 
(winning 43 of 59 net approaches) 
tora.convincing6-4, 6-3, 4-6, 7-5 
conquest. 

"When we look back at the 
greatest players of all time, we 
look at the number of Slams they 
won," Sampras asserted. 

For more news, views, quotes 
and anecdotes, read on and see if 
you agree with how 1 saw the 
"Bests" and "Worsts" of vintage 
'95. 





EST AGASSI SUMMATION 
"My career seems full of 
things I should have done and 
didn't, and things I shouldn't 
have done and did," Andre 
Agassi told Sports Illustrated. 
"I've given people what I'felt. 
Sometimes it was 
professionalism, sometimes it 
was showbiz, and sometimes it 
was downright bad attitude." 

EST AUSTRALIAN MOVE 
In an effort to preserve 
the dying art of grass court tennis 
—amidst the onslaught of 
Western grips, heavy topspin 
and excessive backswings — 
Australia's under-14, 16 and 18 
junior championships are now 
played on grass, 

EST FUNNY QUESTION — 

A prospective ticket buyer at 
the ATP Thrift way 
Championships in Cincinnati 
asked: "If I buy a ticket for 
Sunday and Andre Agassi isn't in 
the final, can I get my money 
back?" 

EST MAC ATTACK — Glad 
that Fox Network lost out in 
its bidding war with NBC for 
Wimbledon TV rights, NBC 
commentator John McEnroe 
lashed out: "The person who 
owns Fox (Rupert Murdoch] is 
singlehandedly responsible for a 
lot of what I find despicable. It's 
all about some kind of power 
play. I'm sure he doesn't even 
, know he's getting tennis—if he 
gets it. He's a low life." 

EST EXHIBITIONIST— 
Insouciant Natasha Zvereva 
turned risque at the Australian 
Open when she raised her shirt 
and showed her bra to the 
(mostly) delighted crowd in a 
victory celebration. 


EST WILANDER 
CONFIDENTIAL—"The 
mind-set is so different between 
top players and regular guys," 
former world No. 1 Mats 
Wilandertold Tennis magazine 
(U.S.). "When you become a top 
player, you think that noining 
else and nobody else matters. 
You can tell everybody on earth, 
'Listen, I'm playing tennis, I 
don't have time for you. I'm in 
the semifinals of the U.S. Open' 
screw everybody and everything 
else'." 


EST DIFFERENCE OF OPI¬ 
NION—^Ivan Lendl can't 
figure out how he and fellow 
Czech Martina Navratilova 
turned out so differently. "After 
living in Czechoslovakia so long, 

I can't understand how anybody 
who wants a free life can go the 
liberal line," he told Tennis 
magazine (U.S.). "As much as I 
like and respect Martina, I just 
cannot see her point of view. 
Liberal is just a different name 
and a different stage for 
Communism." 
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EST SILLY PRESS 
QUESTION—Q: Pete 
[Sampia:'], it has been reported 
you have short legs. Is this true 
or not? 

A: Short legs? I'm 6 feet I inch 
tall so I can't he that short. Yes, 
you could sa^ I have pretty hairy 
legs! 

EST INSTANT celebrity 
R ocket-server Greg 
Rusedski, whose mother and 
girlfriend are British, decided to 
forsake his native Canada and 
found that a British passport 
brought him instant fame in his 
adopted country. Although 
some Canadians called him a 


ORSTPAPA SELES 
ATTACK—Karolj Seles 
unfairly blasted innocent Steffi 
Graf for continuing to compete 
after his daughter Monica was 
stabbed'at a German 
tournament in 1993. "If I had 
been Steffi, I would not have 
played in any tournament for a 
year," Karolj told the German 
magazine Stern. "1 would not 
have wanted to be a 'Knife No. 
1." Papa Seles also criticized Graf 
lor playing the U.S. Open while 
her tathei was in prison lacing 
tax evasion charges. "Why was 
she not there heli>ing him?" he. 
said. 

ESTBAl.l (..HANGF. 

ANALYSIS —Wimbledon 
used a sober Slazcnger tennis 
ball it claimed was 7 pet cent 
slower in an ellori to reduce 
rocket serving and iticrease the 
number of rallies. While some 
players like Pete Sampras, Mats 
Wilanderand Guy Forget 
noticed a slight difference, 
diminutive 1970s clay court 
specialist Harold Solomon 
contended: "I've always said the 
slow balls favor the big guys, not 
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the small guys. The big guys are 
strong enough to finish the 
points. The smaller guys have to 
hit through the ball a lot more to 
get the same pace." 

EST PRINCIPLED 

DECISION— When French 
Open champion Thomas Muster 
was itivited to Leibnitz, where he 
was born, to accept the Freedom 
ot the City Award, he turned 
down the offer alter recalling 
that the last person so honored 
was Adolf Hitler. 

EST GRAF CONFIDENTIAL 
On the tremendous 
pressure she has faced since her 
father was imprisoned in August 
on tax evasion charges, Steffi 
Graf conicssed: "The last few 
weeks have definitely been the 
worst and the unhappiest time in 
my lile. You just can't get away 
from it. You sit in your car with 
the radio on. There's news every 
five minutes and you're always 
on it. You turn on the TV and it's 
just there constantly. There's a 
chat show on, and they're 
discussing whether you should 
be sent to jail or not." 








S FECIAL F E A T U R E 


traitor and a displaced British 
Davis Cupper, Chris Wilkinson, 
made some derogatory remarks, 
the ever-smiling Rusedski 
reached the round of 16 at 
Wimbledon and became a huge 
favorite of the hero-starved Brits. 

I , EST BRITISH LAMENT— 

} j Claiming the rigid structure 
of British tennis prevented the 
country from digging up 
unusual talent, respected British 
coach Alan Jones charged; 
"Andre Agassi, the most 
marketable and charismatic 
figure in the game, would not be 
allowed to play at virtually any 
club in the land. It is not because 


of the way he plays, but what he 
wears. The kids want to put on 
the same clothes as him, but they 
would be kicked off court if they 
wore what he did when he won 
the Australian Open. How are 
we going to get our kids playing 
in droves if they can't emulate 
their hero?" 

EST GABY REPARTEE—At 

the ATP Tour's Fanfest at the 
Australian Open, Gabriela 
Sabatini got off this one-liner 
with an inquisitive fan. 

Question: What do you look for 
in a guy? 

Gaby: Personality and character. 
Question: Do you find me 


attrartive? 

Gaby: Let met have a look. 

ESTSELES-ISM—Whena 
giggling Monica Seles was 
asked at a U.S. Open press 
conference what was so funny, 
she said, "Everything. 
Everything about life is funny. If 
you can't laugh at life, then why 
are you living?" 

, EST RETORT—Andre 
Agassi was asked by a 
reporter at Wimbledon if he was 
aware that his tennis short are 
transparent. Agassi smiled and 
quickly replied, "No, but 
apparently you are." 










SPECIAL FEATU R E 


EST SAMPRAS CONFIDEN¬ 
TIAL I—^Pete Sampras' 
tearful breakdown over his 
ailing coach's condition during 
his dramatic Australian Open 
quarterfinal victory over Jim 
Courier seemed to change 
Sampras' public image which 
tended to be colorless and 
emotionless. Sampras confided: 
"The way I play is not robotic, 1 
don't think, but for me to get 
upset like I did was very 
surprising to a lot of people. I 



didn't want to cry, but it had to 
be released. It just happened to 
be on worldwide TV." 

EST SAMPRAS CONFIDEN¬ 
TIAL II—Although Pete 
Sampras did a pizza commercial 
with John McEnroe "to show 
the lighter side of me," Sampras 
confided that "I want to let my 
racket do the talking. I thought 
the way they (McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors) acted on the 
court was embarrassing. I didn't 


want a reputation like that. I 
have always wanted to present 
myself as a class act, not lose my 
tempei not rub it in to anyone if 
1 beat them. Just go out there and 
win." 

EST PLEA TO MONICA— 

During the 1995 Lipton 
Championships—when Monica 
Seles had been away from the 
tour for 23 months—archrival 
Steffi Graf pleaded, "If you are 
listening, Monica. 1 hope you are 









coining back, I really miss you 
and everybody misses you." 


■ EST FAN INNOVATION—In 
' ' an attempt to make the top 
players more accessible and the 
game fan-friendly, Australian 
Tennis and men's and women's 
tour officials introduced a FAN 
Headquarters where fans met, 
chatted with and got autographs 
from the pros at the Australian 
Open. 



; EST SELES CONFI¬ 
DENTIAL—"I was so in 
control on a tennis court. If I 
wanted the ball to go here, it 
'would go there 80 per cent of the 
time. 1 lost all the control I felt I 
had. And the life I fell 1 had," she 
told Sports Illustrated in July 
about how her 1993 stabbing 
changed her life. "Everything I 
thought would be OK in this 
world was turning against me. 
And nobody could tell me it 
would be OK, because there is no 
guarantee. The one place I felt 
safe was a tennis court —and 
that was taken away from me. 
That's the place where I'd have 
no worries, whatever was going 
on in my private life or in my 
school. 1 felt comfortable. And 
now, this is the place I feel least 
safe." 

EST RIVALRY (TIE) — 

Tennis is blessed with two 
super rivalries now. Steffi Graf 
vs. Monica Seles showdowns 
offer two of the greatest 
competitors in women's sports 
history, while the friendly but 
intense rivalry between Pete 
Sampras and Andre A^gassi 
features sharply contrasting 
playing styles and personalities. 
"This is something you'd die for. 
The intensity of playing against 
Pete is something above and 
beyond anything I feel against 
anybody else, and beyond the 
rivalry there's that hunt for No. 
1," enthuses Agassi. 

EST (BELATED) McENROE 

ADMISSION — "! would 
have loved it sometimes •! an 
umpire or linesman had just 
said, 'Look, piss off you little 
shit'. Maybe they should have 
had more of a go at me." (John 
McEnroe, older and perhaps 
wiser, reconsidering his 
turbulent tennis career.) 


OR ST TRACED Y—A hoy 
of 12, who was distraught 
over having been named Bjorn 
Borg (after the tennis champion) 
because he wanted to be thought 
of as English, committed suicide 
by stepping in front of a train in 
North Kent, England. 

EST COACHING CRITIQUE 
What's missing from 
today's graphite-powered game 
of big serves and bigger 
groundstrokes? "I'm amazed at 
the number of guys with huge 
first serves who will not go in for 
the volley," observes U.S. Davis 
Cup captain Tom Gullikson. "1 
think that's a big gap with a lot of 
players that needs to be taught." 

EST INDICATORS OF 

TENNIS' HEALTH—The 
Australian Open allracled its 
largest attendance and highest 
TV ratings in 1995. Tennis is the 
No. 1 spectator sport in Europe. 
And overall attendance at men's 
pro tournaments worldwide has 
increased tor five straight years. 

EST "IN MEMORIAM" — 

Fred Perry, the world's No. 1 
player during 1934-36 when he 
captured the Wimbledon title 
without losing a set, died Feb. 2 
at age 85 from complications 
following a fall in his hotel 
shower in Melbourne, Australia, 
where he was providing radio 
commentary for the BBC at the 
Australian Open. A fierce 
competitor and superb athlete 
—he was also world table tennis 
champion—^Perry led Britain to 
its last Davis Cup titles in 
1933-36. After playing in the pro 
ranks from 1937 -41, he 
launched Fred Perry Sportswear 
clothing company in 1949 and 
later wrote newspaper columns 
and became a radio and 
television tennis commentator. 





|j»EST WEDDING—Flamboy- 
i J ant, former French star 
Henri Leconte married 
bullfighter Marie Sara in 
Saintes-Maries-de-la-Mer, 
France, January 20 before 
hundreds of onlookers and a 
team of ceremonial guards on 
horseback. “It's the greatest 
bullfight of my life," Sara 
shouted to the crowd. 

■ > EST BOOKS—SPORTING 
i ; GENTLEMEN: Men's Tennis 
from the Age of Honour to the 
Cult of the Superstar by E. Digby 
Baltzell definitely ranks among 
the five most important and 
enlightening tennis books ever 
written. Also must reading are 
THE COURTS OF BABYLON: 
Tales of Greed and Glory in the 
Harsh New World of Professional 
Tennis by Peter Bodo, Tennis 
and the Meaning of Life: A 
Literary Anthology of the Game 
edited by Jay Jennings, and 
Australia's Wimbledon 
Champions by Allan Kendall. 

EST INSTRUCTION VI¬ 
DEO —A Tennis Champion 
Is Born by Dr. Martin Baroch. 

ORST DAD DECISION — 

Father doesn't always 
know best as Mark Philippoussis' 
father proved when he didn't 
allow his son to play in the 
Wimbledon qualifying event 
because he was miffed that Mark 
did not receh c a wild card 
directly into the main draw. The 
hot, 19-year-old Australian 
prospect blew a wonderful 
chance to gain valuable 
experience at a tournament his 
explosive game is capable of 
winning some day. 

' > EST CAPRIA'n UPDATE — 

4 t 

i J Jennifer Capriati is 
“praaisingand pondering 
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things," says her father Stefano 
who has separated from his wife 
and is living with Jennifer and 
her brother Steven in Tampa, 
Florida. The former teen queen 
who won the gold medal at the 
1992 Olympics was arrested on 
drug charges and underwent 
treatment in 1993 when she left 
the WTA Tour, Capriati ended a 
14-month absence from the tour 
at the Advanta Championships 
in November 1994 but hasn't 
competed since then. 

ORST FEUD — John Mc- 

' Enroe's senseless 
compulsion to denigrate Mary 
CarilK), his childhood pal, and 
current CBS-TV broadcasting 
partner, continues. Entirely the 
provocateur, Mac, before the 
U.S. Open, told the media: “I 
asked Mary (on a conference 
call) if she knows as much about 
tennis as I do and I still haven't 
heard the answer. If she wants to 
make it difficult, it can be 
difficult. If she can keep up with 
me, fine. Is she afraid to admit 
she doesn't know as much about 
tennis as me? She's doing a 
disservice to me. The bottom line 
is—she's scared she’ll lose her 
job." 

EST WOMEN'S TOUR 

CRITIQUE—Echoing what 
Martina Navratilova has said 
since retiring in November 1994, 
Chris Evert said, “1 think that 
[WTA] tour has not done a good 
job of using its resources. No one 
has contaaed us. Mary Pierce is 
the only player who has sought 
me out. We have a pretty good 
relationship. But she's the only 
one. There are too many people 
around them. Too many people 
are telling them that everyone 
wants a piece of them. They 
don't trust anyone. They think 
we want something from them." 



EST TENNIS STUDY — 
Tennis outpertdrmed other 
sports in developing personality 
characteristics, according to a 
study by Jim Gavin, Ph.D., 
writing in Psychology Today. 
Tennis outscored golf, running, 
weightlifting, in-line skating and 
downhill skiing and rated "very 
high" or "high" in developing 
sociability, spontaneity, 
creativity, competitiveness, 
adventurousness, mental focus 
and assertiveness. 

^ ORST TENNIS ACADEMY 
. REPORT—If respected 
investigative journalist Michael 
Mewshaw's allegations in a 
recent article are true, the staff of 
the Palmer Tennis Academy in 
Tampa, Florida, allowed, and in 
some cases, provided, drugs, 
drinking and sex (involving 
teachers and coaches with 
teenage pupils). Mewshaw, who 
authored the excellent exposes. 






Short Circuit (1983) and Ladies 
of the Court {1993), also writes 
about "kids left without adult 
supervision, frequent teacher 
absences, constant taunting and 
intimidation and verbal and 
emotional abuse." 

ORST HAIRCUT—Andre 

Agassi's balding buzzcut. 
USA Today's Taylor Buckley 
wrote: "He has Sinead 
O'Connor's dome and Alexi 
Lalas' chin.... If that's the look it 
takes to get a Brooke Shields 
interested in you, Andre has 
given divine inspiration and 
hope to every pimply faced 
teenage boy in the world trying 
to grow a bad goatee." 

EST PREFINAL INTRODUC¬ 
TION—^Luke Jensen 
generated tremendous 
elearicity with his exciting, 
"boxing style" introduction of 
the finalists at the Newsweek 


Champions Cup at Indian Wells; 
"Here we go! It's prime time, 
folks. The heavyweight 
champion of the world, Pete 
Sampras, and the No. 1 
contender. Andre Agassi." 

Tennis should do this more often. 

EST SILLY Q& A—After 
Andre Agassi said he had 
improved his thinking on the 
court, this exchange with a 
reporter followed: 

Q: "I think a few years ago you 
said you are not at your best 
when you are thinking. So have 
you kind of changed your 
thinking about your thinking?” 

Agassi; "I don't know. I haven't 
thought about it, to be honest.” 

EST WINNING STREAK 
(WOMEN) —Steffi Graf's 
32-match winning streak which 
ended with a stunning 3-6,6-2, 
7-6 upset loss to Ahtanda 
Coetzer at the Canadian Open. 


EST SERVE—It's Goran 
Ivanisevice's—no contest. 
After being aced 38 times by it in 
the Wimbledon semifinals, Pete 
Sampras said; "Scary. A monster 
serve. Maybe the biggest serve in 
the history of the game. Around 
125 m.p.h. Sometimes the 
second one's faster. And he hits 
the comers. It's murder 
anywhere, but on grass, he's 
impossible." 

EST PSYCHO STATEME¬ 
NT — Head case Goran 
Ivanisevic, on why he would 
never see a sports psychologist: 
"You lie on a couch, they take 
your money, and you walk out 
more bananas than when you 
walk in." 

EST REBUKE—Deeming it 
offensive, the International 
Tennis Federation officially 
rebuked Nike for its mindless 
"Tennis Sucks" logo. • 
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Hey Jude, don't 
let us down! 


will former captain Jude Felix continue to stay away from 
the national team and play foreign dub hockey instead ? 


BYK.ARUMUGAM 

NDIA participated in 
the seventh SAF 
Games in Madras and 
her hockey team had 
to do play without the wily 
Jude Felix since his 
Singapore club did not 


fraternity in India has been 
a little curious about Felix's 
life style in his new 
surroundings in the 
affluent island of 
Singapore. Sportswor!d 
met him at his Tank Road 
office where he was busy 
faxing a few 
letters. As a sports 


Club, and even leit Lyon in 
France for Singapore. 

But the former Indian 
skipper insists that, 
"Money is not the sole 
criteria. It's the challenge 
that is uppermost in my 
mind. The people here are 
genuinely interested in 
promoting the game of 


hockey which was very 
popular and certainly a 
crowd-puller two decades 
ago. But unfortunately the 
game at present has taken a 
backseat. However, it is 
nice to see some people 
take the initiative to revive 
the sport. And mind you, 
they are enthusiastic." But 




release him as he was still 
under contract Fortliis 
same reason he had to miss 
a few renowned 
tournaments in 1995 
including the Champions 
Trophy and the Azlan 
Trophy... 

However, the hockey 
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Falix in a naw rata as an 
administrator 

executive of Singapore 
Recreational Club's (SRC) 
Management, Felix is 
obviously paid a good 
salary as he has rejected 
offers from a London 








how does Felix {it in as a 
coach-player in an alien 
environment? 

"This is my first 
assignment as a coach 
although I do play the 
game occasionally. And I 
like the place here. It's 
culture and climate is great 
and there are no lingual 
problems, which I had to 
face when I had a stint in 
France. This place suits me 
fine. Really there arc no 
hassles." 

It's rather difficult to 
visualise the ebullient 
Indian right-ijiside 
working as an 
adminisiraior-cum-coach 
and he even pens a page 
‘The Jude Felix column' in 
the RECS, the 
multi-coloured monthly 
magazine of SRC. How 
does Felix feel about the 
multi-faceted life ? "I am 



dealing with all activities 
related to the promotion of 
hockey in the club, the 
main emphasis is coaching 
the six-a-side game. All this 
is new to me, but at the 
same time it is very 
interesting." 

Yet coaching in India had 
never struck him as being 
realistic at this point of 
time.'This is something 
new; unexplored territory. 
"I won't say lam an 
absolute novice in 
coaching. I always assisted 
junior boys and new 
players. And this has stood 
me in good stead now. Of 
course it is for the first time 
I have played the s.hort 
Version of hockey 
(six-a-side on a full field) in 
the recent Singapore 
Cricket Club international 
hockey play-off. 

" Of course, 1 played the 
game in Bombay and 
London, but the difference 
here is that there are no 
boards at the side of the 
pitch which means you 
can't use the hoards to beat 
a player. The game offers 
maximum entertainment 
to the spectators. There is 
hardly any stoppage. 1 
think we can improve the 
skills in Singapore as we 
have a regular six-a-side 
league.' 

What do the people who 
matter in the game in 
Singapore feel about Felix? 
"He is the catch of the 
century," said Johnny 
Goh, president of SRC. It is 
underGoh's leadership that 
the club embarked upon a 
new complex at the 
estimated cost of £57 
million. Shareef Jaffar, 
SRC's dynamic General 


WMi tHimratn bafon SRC's 
match againit visftiiig India 
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JihI* Mix look! contoM in 
Singnpora 


and ample coaching 
knowledge that is 
contemporary and 
relevant in the local 
context.' "When I met 
Jude after the World Cup," 
recalls 'Jeg', "1 was 
convinced that he was the 
man we were looking for." 
In fact, it was Jatfar who 
look a strong stand in the 
board meeting of the club 
that went in Felix's favour. 
Says a beaming .leg. adding, 
"Now, everyone is happy 



Manager and secreiaiy had 
this to say abou; I'clix. "We 
wanted to give hockey a 
lacelilt by signing Felix on a 
year's contract and lo play 
him lor our club in the 
Singapore Senior Division 
League and coach our 
senior and junior teams.. 
Within three months, SR<, 
won the SHF Division One 
title. What more do we 
want 

"His arrival has certainly 
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boosted our image. " says S. 
lagdesan (nickname Jeg), 
the hockey convener ol 
SRC. Jeg' is also a 
lournalist and the coach oi 
SRC belore passing the 
baton on lo.Iude. He, '.leg', 
in lact, had written in last 
ceai'sannual report. 'We 
aresecnilinglora 
loach-cum-playerol 
international calibre. 
Someone who can provide 
tile leadership on the field 


Stratchino out boforo ■ 
•ix-o-oide game 


with him, with his work. 
Lven the crowd is back. 
Everyone wants him for 

another year." 

The club is also seriously 
contemplating on sending 
a lew juniors to India for 
coaching, especially in 
India. This is good news. 
The Indian hockey team's 


ret-ent visit to Singapore 
has helped increase 
awareness among the 
public. The media coverage 
had been wonderful. 
"Although they have some 
way to go, Singapore is 
moving in the right 
direction. Though 
Singapore has less than 
2000 players at all levels, 
the club campetition is 
lough," says Felix. 

But from the Indian 
context, the important 
question is: with these new 
pressures of 

administrator-cum-coach, 
is the player in Jude Felix 
waning ? It doesn't seems 
so. In spile of the hamstring 
injury Felix has exhibited 
his brilliance while 
playing. 'He is more than 
capable to represent the 
nation. 11 he and Dhanraj 
Pillai join the squad that 
won the recent Azlan 
trophy, that will be the 
strongest-ever team 
assembled after the 1980 
Moscow Olympics," 
certifies the former Indian 
captain and Indian A' 
team coach Bhaskaran. 

And Felix lor his part 
knows that if he keeps fit 
he will find a place in the 
Indian team, 

Felix has alreadv 
declared that his "club is 
ready to honour all my 
national commitments as 
and when India needs 
me." (But his club declined 
to release him lor the 
Madras SAF Games). 

His future plans? 

"I have great plans. The 
club will be sponsoring me 
for FIH coaching courses. I 
wish to become an 
international standard 
coach." 

Does this mean the end 
of his playing days are at 
hand ? • 







VARIETY 


YOUR AUTOGRAPH 
PLEASE. 



/ A A gentle game, 

• crickel.lt 

attracts 

JL. JL. gentlemen, 
scholars, vicars, cobblers, mild men of 
many hues. Not much strain or stress, 
a pleasant afternoon m green 
pastures, basking m the warm rays of 
the sun. A time of ease, a time lo 
unwind from the cares of life. A time 
lor reflection, a time to recite the 
poem's ol one's youth, a time to revel 
m the pleasing sound of leather on 
willow", wrote Sir Neville Cardus in 
'The Summer Game'. 

Sixty six years later, cricket still has 
the same place in the life and heart of a 
common man. Generations have 
passed, but still the modern day man 
vibes lb the view, "Perhaps cricket is 
the greatest thing that God ever 
created on Karih." 

When it comes to the topic of cricket 
fans, Indians are in no'way less than 
the Britishers. To cite an unique 
example is a man named Nishant 
Singal. who is the proud possessor of a 
piece oi cloth, significant in its own 
way. It has on it, autographs of 88 
world class cricketers. It indeed is a 
storehouse of the greats, bygone and 
the present, with little space left for 
the future generation to fit in. 

The significance of the cloth lies in 
the story printed on it. It was what 
Douglas Jardine (the captain of 
England during the Bodyline series) is 
supposed to have narrated to his 
American date over dinner to explain 
the great game with which he was so 
much obsessed. Poor foreign visitor? 
She must have been all the more 
confused with the explanation. But 
surely, it doesn't confuse a genuine 
cricket- lover, that Nishant Singal is. 
Though not willing to disclose how 
this unique piece came into his 
possession, he is keen to speak on how 
he goes about collecting the 


This jiiace of cloth hu tho tignatures of most 
of cnefcot's togands from tho world ovor 

autographs of cricketing legends from 
Hanif Mohammed to Brian Lara, Sunil 
Gavaskar to Allan Bolder, Sir Gary 
Sobers to Rohan Kanhai, and Greg 
Chappell to Ian Botham. Dennis Lillie. 
Richie Benaud, S. Venkatraghavan, 


M.A.K. Paiaudi, Kapil Dev, M. 
Azharuddin, Sachin Tendulkar and a 
host of others. 

Today there is very little space left 
on the cloth and Nishant is saving 
some for Sir Donald Bradman and Sir 
Richard Hadlee, if he ever gets to meet 
them. 

Rica Roy 
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MAILBAG 


Hero To Zero 


T H£ article on Rajinder Singh 
(Sponsworld 27th Sept.) 
revealed some of the reasons why 
India is still lagging behind in 
international sports. They are 
political interference; lack of 
scientific training; step-motherly 
treatment and a 'gone for ever' 
attitude to injured sportsmen, 
especially those who don’t have a 
strong political backing. 

If proper and timely treatment 


Wonderful 

rj^HANKS for publishing 
X Pearson Surita's wonderful 
write-up (Sportswodd, 8th Nov). 
You have brought into light a 
very special personality, whom a 
lot of the younger generation like 
me, never knew about. 

It was, indeed, a fine tribute to 
Pearson Surita. 

RAJNISHAGARWAL, 

Vishakapatnam 


Lack Of Fast Bowlers 

HE other day, while watching 
the highlights of the series 
against Australia and Pakistan on 
Espn, I could not help thinking of 
the dearth of fast bowlers in our 
country. It is really amazing that 
Pakistan keeps producing fast 
bowlers at regular intervals. Their 
latest discovery is Mohammad 
Akram, who seems to be an 
exciting prospect. 

India has the same climate as 
Pakisun, but still, it has not been 
able to produce fast bowlers, 
unlike Pakistan. Why is it so, is 
really baffling for a layman 
cricket lover? The situation is still 
dismal even as India has found a 


was given to sportspersons like 
Rajinder Singh, we are sure India 
would have won many tournaments 
and prizes. Our heartiest 
congratulations to Rajinder 
Singh for the courage and 
dedication, to hockey and the 
battle he has fought. 

We wish him all the best for the 
future. 

TASI PANYANG. 

Jodhpur. 


Most Revealing 

T he war of words between 
Azhar and Gavaskar 
{Sportswodd, 5th Dec.) was most 
revealing. Azhar has just one 
asset: talent and he is totally 
cormnitted to the game while 
Gavaskar has just his one point 
programme of promoting 
Bombay. 

PRABHAMITRA. 

Hyderabad. 


genuine fast bowler in Jawagal 
Srlnath. 

The Indian Board would be 
doing a great service to Indian 
cricket, if it would lay fast pitches 
for ail domestic tounieys. It will 
have two distinct advantages; 
first, budding fast bowlers will be 
encouraged to bowl fast. 

Secondly, batsmen will gain in 
confidence and technique by 
playing fast bowlers regularly. 

And the sooner it is done, the 
better it is for Indian aicket. 

BHARAT SHARMA, 

New Delhi. 


MostW^teome 

S ANDY PATH, is most welcome 
to take over the reins from 
AJit Wadekar. The main 
advantage of having Sandip I^til 
is that he is a generation closer to 
the boys than Ajit Wadekar. 
While it's too early to expect 
miracles from the flamboyant, 
dashing former aicketer, we are 
optimistic about the future. 
ARTAMISHRA 
Cuttack. 


Staggering 

H ave l laid hands on a more 
staggering issue 

(Sportswodd. 8th Nov.) and the 
answer is no. The success of 
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, 'Killing us 
softly with her smile', was 
brought out in a classic piece by 
Shevlin Sebastian, whose 
'Climbing a Mountain' was a 
clincher of apiece. 

Other superb articles were 
written by Suprakash Ghoshal on 
the 'Blood in the ring' and novice 
Rica Roy's article dn Martin 
Crowe. 

AMITBHAnACHARYA, 

Tinsukia 


Bad Treatment 

AJINDER SINGH, a jewel of 
Indian hockey, has been 
treated very badly by the 
bureaucrats of the Sports 
Authority of India, the IHF, the 
Indian Railways and even 
political leaders like Madhavrao 
Scindia and George Fernandes, 
(Sportswodd, 27th Sept.) 

One thing is dear: hockey is 
finished in India. We should be 
ashamed for the way that our 
national game has gone down so' 
much in the past few years. 

SUOESHK.JAIN. 

Roorkee. 
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ACIftrification 

I HAVE just seen your issue 
datedNovember E-21 in which 
you have an anide by Suprakash 
Ghoshal reganding the 
Henderson ardde In our July 
1995 issue. I was alarmed by one 
paragraph in Mr Ghosal's anicl'e 
which stated that 'The case did 
not require too much and too 
long deliberatioiis to reach a 
verdict. Even though the 
magazine authorities said that 
they had already printed an 
apology and was prepared to 
repeat it in public, the High Court 
in London awarded Malcolm 
substantial libel damages and 
legal costs.' 

I have to point out to you that 
the case' did not go to the High 
Court, and thus the court did not 
reach a verdla. nor did it award 
any damages or legal costs. What 
actually happened was that we 
agreed on an out-of-court 
settlement with Devon Malcolm, 
with damages and costs agreed 
between ourselves and him, not 
awarded by the High Court. We 
agreed to go to the High Court 
simply to read our apology 'in 
public', a process which takes a 
couple of minutes and should be 
distinguished from 'court case' 
which would involve us 
defending the 'case' and both 
parties inviting the court to make 
a verdict. 

I would be grateful if you could 
Correa Mr Ghoshal's 
misrepresentation of the facts in 
the next available issue of 
Sponsworld. We do not want 
anyone to believe that we 
defended and 'lost the case' in 
court as we had admitted our 
mistake from the outset and 
reached an agreement with 
Devon Malcolm (and Philip De 
Freitas) without the need for a 
court judgement. 

CHflISTOPHEflLANE. 

Managina Director. 

WisdentTrickel Monthly, England. 


WITHOUT COMMENT 



Heartening 

I T was heartening to note that 
Narendra Hirwani has made a 
comeback. With Anii Kumble in, 
Hirwani had gone into the 
wilderness and remained 
forgotten (or a long, long time. 
Now that the selectors have given 
him another chance, we hope 
that he will be able to carve out a 
niche for himself in the Indian 
cricket team. 

G.VENKATESH. 

Bombay. 

E veryone must be delighted 
with Narendra Hirwani s 
comeback. If retained for future 
Tests, Hirwani (slow and 
orthodox) and Kumble (fast and 
innovative) will surely be lethal 
strike bowlers for India. 

FAZAl AHMED. 

Shillong. 


Sensational 

T he article on Raj i nder Singh 
was sensational 

(Sponsworld, 27ih September). 
In it, however, it was stated that 
the 5th World Cup was held in 
Bombay in 1982. But whereas, as 
far as I know, the 4th World Cup 
was held in Buenos Aires in '87. 

BIKRAMKESHMIIJENA, 

Orissa 

There was no World Cup held in Buenos Aires 
in “B?, In fact,the '86 World Cup took place in’ 
England, ■ 

Well-Deserved 

XT E ARTIEST congratulations 
XX to the'Sri Lankan team for 
their well-deserved viaory 
against Pakistan. 

IRSHADAZAM. 

Darbhanga. 


; EGABUCKS in sport 

; has made its passage to 

. India. Endorsements 

■I - and corporate 

sponsorship is thriving. Wonder Kid, 
Sachin Tendulkar has sponsorship 
deals with Action shoes. Boost, Pepsi, 
VISA, Gillette, Bajaj Sunny and Band 
Aid. Multinationals like Pepsi have, 
spent Rs. 3 crores on sports 
endorsements and sponsorships in 
India, this year. Reebok which has 
signed Baichung Bhutia, Mohammed 
Azharuddin, Anil Kumblc and Navjot 
Sidhu, has also made an impact. The 
latest to join the bandwagon is the 
upmarket Apple Computers 
International Ltd. a name to conjure 
with and a company which sparked 
off the information revolution in the 
last decades of the 20th century. 

In November 1995, Sachin 
Tendulkar signed an estimated $7.5 
miilion (Rs. 27 crore) five-year deal 
with World Tel. It is the biggest 
endorsement deal in the history of 
Indian cricket, in fact so big that 
Sachin would be earning thrice as 
much as all the cricketers combined in 
the history of Indian cricket. 

Vishwanathan Anand earned about 
$450,000.aboul Rs. 1.8 crores for his 
world title clash with Kasparov, but 
alter paying taxes, his seconds and 
hotel expenses, the carry home prize 
money was whittled down to Rs. 72 
lakhs. This is still the biggest, single 
individual pay-off for an Indian 
sportsperson. 

India's most promising golfer 
Chiranjeev Milkha Singh, son of 
former Asian champion and Olympic 
finalist quarter miler Milkha 
Sittgh, repiesetits the new breed of 
Indian sportsmen. He is the ultimate 
golf pro, living out of suitcases, 
tumbling out of airports and onto golf 
courses. There are 12 Indian golfers, in 
the newly formed 20-week, Rs. 18 
crore. Omega sponsored Asian 
Professional Goll Association Tour. 
Chiranjeev Milkha Singh is currently 
placed fifth in the Order of Merit, of 
the APGA tour; with total earnings 
close to $80,000 for the year. 

Karnam Malleswari, the most 
successful woman achiever in India's 
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recent sporting history, has also 
achieved celebrity status. For her 
second successive world title, she was 
promoted to deputy manager and got 
a cash award of Rs. 90,000 and a 
Maruti 800 car from her employers 
Food Corporation of India. She is yet 
to rival Sachin and the rest but is 
rapidly becoming an advertising 
heroine. Government grants and 
stipends from weight lifting 
promoters, the Hinduja Sports 
Foundation, has enabled Malleswari 
to gamer a cool Rs. 10 lakhs. 

For the successful Indian 
sportsperson, the sky is now the limit. 
Even the reasonably successful make 
a good living. The sob stories of retired 
sportspersons living in penury are 
now anachronisms, relics of the past 
like fhe socialist model of the 
economy. 

The corporate sector has also 


Gaurav Ghei, winnar af dra Gadgil Waatam 
APGA Maatari avant 



realised the rich marketing 
possibilities of spons, especially with 
the slick television coverage provided 
by satellite channels. Prime Sports and 
ESPN. Mr. Kuruvilla Abraham, a 
Madras-based sports consultant and 
promoter, feels that both 
endorsements and corporate 
sponsorship for sport are rapidly 
growing industries. Before branching 
out on his own, Mr. Kuruvilla earlier 
worked for ITC in their Sports 
Promotion Department. So he has 
seen the growth of corporate 
involvement in Indian sport. Mr. 
Abraham lists several factors for the 
rapid growth of corporate 
involvement in Indian sport, such as 
greater purchasing power of the 
middle class, an improved 
communications system, greater 
visibility on national and satellite TV, 
entry of foreign companies with 
soaring advertising budgets and 
aggressive marketing. Above all Mr. 
Kuruvilla feels that sports transcends 
class barriers and has a mass appeal. 

After cricket, the sport that is 
getting sponsorship in India is golf. 
Prize money alone on the Indian 
golfing scene has increased by over 7 ■> 
per cent in the last year touching Rs. 
72.45 lakhs. Next year it is expected to 
cross the one crore mark. The APGA's, 
20-week Rs. 18 crore circuit, has 
helped boost the earnings of Indian 
golfers. Gadgil Western has now 
Irecome an associate sponsor for the 
Omega-APGA tour. The contract with 
APGA is for six years. In Delhi, the 
$500,000 Gadgil Western Masters, 
one of the four majors of the APGA 
tour, had the highest ever prize purse 
for any sporting event in India 
involving individuals.Thechairman of 
the GWG group, Nayan Gadgil 
explains why companies are keen on 
sponsoring tennis and golf in a big 
way. He says, "sport is a medium for 
carrying a message. For a company 
like us involved in setting up large’ 
products with high value items, but 
with no consumer items to market, 
projecting an image in marketing 
areas is not easy. Sponsoring sport has 
no political hurdles, nolnegative 
impact and, what is very important. 


FOCUS 



DOUGH, 

OH 

DEAR! 


Money has surprisingly made an 
entry into other sports in India 
apart from cricket. Novy Kapadia 
finds out why and how 


Graham Brown, GM Appla Computer 
International; "GoN ia taking off in Asia and wa 
warned to anturo that our company's logo 
7 rogistais among tha consUmars...’' 

no lan){uaj>e barrier." 

Gaurav Ghei who won the Gad>{il 
Western Masters pocketed the 
winners cheque of >80,750, the 
biggest advertised prize money for any 
individual in any sport in the country. 
It was a great tournament for Indian 
golf, with Indian prolessionals 
claiming the first three slots. 
Lucknow-based Vijay Kumar holed 
his second eagle to come second and 
received $55,650. Jyoii Randhawa 
finished third and picked up $31,000. 

Realising the importance vil sports 
as a medium to convey an image, 
foreign companies and multinationals 
are actwe in the Indian sports scene. 
The latest to join the fray are the 
legendary Apple Computers 
International Ltd., the technology 
sponsors for the newly formed APGA 
tour. However at the Gadgil Western 
Masters at Delhi, Apple went one step 
beyond being mere technology 
sponsors. Coaxed and cajoled by 
Kojak lookalike Kuruvilla Abraham, 
they put forth an interesting 


sponsorship deal. Explaining the 1 

offer, Graham Brown, General 
Manager India, Apple Computer 
International Ltd. said, 'for any golfer 
who managed a hole-in-onc in the 
17th hole, we offered a top of the 
range, state of the art. Lap-top portable 
computer, worth about Rs. 3.5 lakhs." 
No goller managed to secure this 
unique leal, but still Apple extracted 
maximum mileage from this event. 

Graham Brown admitted that in the 
past, Apple has only sponsored sailing 
in Australia, Ladies Golf in Japan and 
tennis in Dubai. Yet they decided to 
sponsor an Asian Golf tournament in 
Delhi. An obvious reflection that 
corporate sponsorship in India has 
come of age. 

What are the faaors which 
motivated a world renowned and 
high-tech company like Apple to 
sponsor an Asian golf tournament ? 
Brown added, "Golf is taking off in 
Asia and we wanted to ensure that our 
company's logo registers among the 
consumers likely to buy the latest 
computer. The people who pay and 
watch golf, upwardly mobile 
professionals and from the corporate 
sector are likely to buy computers." 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY MOHAMMED SHAFIQ 


Graham Brown admits, "sports 
provides a mass market which takes a 
company to everybody who matter* 
in India. Cricket is an obvious sport to 
sponsor in India because ol its mass 
appeal. Maybe we will enter the 
Indian cricket scene five years from 
now, when we are more established in 
India. Golf is just the beginning. 
Through golf, we have made a 
powerful impact as serious, 
innovative sponsors. Our sponstrrship 
will increase if our safes increase." 

Already other national sports 
federations have made a beeline to 
Apple Computer International Ltd. 

Mr. Brown stated that the Table 
Tennis Federation of India had sent 
feelers for the Asia Cup to be staged in 
Delhi in January 1996 and the All 
India Tennis Association had also 
made some overtures.’ A fledgling 
sport like Korfball had also 
approached them to be title sponsors 
for the World Championships held in 
Delhi, in November 1995. 

Sponsorship of Indian sport is 
certainly on the upswing and we can 
keep our fingers crossed that it leads to 
enhanced results and more 
professional management. 
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TOLLYGUNGE CLUB CENTENARY PRO-AM GOLF 

HOTSHOTS! 


was 

upbeat at Calcutta's 

cantansrian club in Tallygunm. And tbare was 
the golf glittsrati pressnt tfn ms lush greens. H 
was calnbration time. A time to break all social 
banian. Yas this was ma scans at ms 
Tollygunga Club where coeporata sharks, cine 
aitist-cuin-parlianMmarian, Ministsn and 
even a fanner Indian Test cricket captain, 
along wfth a host of top profsssionals had 
coffls down to Calcutta to foin tho contanary 
calabrations. What was hssitsning was me 
presencs of vary senior industrial magnates 
who msdo sure that may didn't miss mo fun' 
ono bit—from ms goH to tho tea on tho tsbio. 
Sports buff Runi Mody (top lefti takas a litlla 
rest daring his round and (on his right) n Mr R. 
R. Goonka,who was in a great mood,trios his 
swings. Star actress of yastsryaan 
Vijayantimala Bali (right) aMiough ouito out 
of touch wMi mo gama was an addad 
attraction on tho folly faiiways 

46 






tohawtakMupgoH 
rMiMr MrioMly. hat partksipMd in I 
MimlMr nl toimianMnli md wn wmng llw 1S7 
Milan who joinad tba Pre-Am (ray. And Or 
nrnnk AbduHafc (faalow) fnr onca atnyad awny 
froni polHiei and anjuyad hit tiny in Calcutta 
and onM. Tba taimar J ft K CM didn't hin any 
laearcaddy na ha had brnught hit own 
'Sharwani clad* caddy from the hilla. Howavar, 
thin Pro-Am allowod tha proa to make toma 
money at lla.5 lakha waa up lor graba and Vijay 
Kumar of Mhow (MP) won tba top ataka whila 
Ma Pam Wright waa praaantod with tho 
Manili Eataam VX for tho boat individual 
amatour aeon. The Pro-Am draw tho 
contanary colebration to a gnnd finale 



PHOTOGHAPHS ASMOKE CHAKRABOBTY 



Don’t smother your brand new hike with an engine oil that 
converts fuel into pure smoke instead of pure poum. 


Get Mitsubidji Low Smoke 2T. India sfirst engine oil to meet Japan's 
higlxst quality specification - the JASO FC standards. 


MITSUBISHI OIL 

iKhnoIogy for clean energy 





f 1 ^ 




Which means Mitsubishi's smoke control requirements are ^^9% better and its 
esbaust port blockage control 100% higher them any ordinary ZT oil in India. 


Moreoi er it has the optimum PIB content - the additive 
that ettsures complete combustion and maximum engine 
power. ’Fhe visible proof of which is < f course the emission 
you won't see. Kick off with Low Smoke 2T. Your bike will 
agree it's the cleanest show of power. 



A MITSUBISHI OIL 

Low Smoke 2T 

















ANALYSIS 


THE FUTURE 
IS BRIGHT! 


The 

Anand-Kasparov 
match was a great 
success, in terms of 
audience reaction, 
television revenues 
and good profits for 
the PCA. Now, chess 
is on the threshold of 
a worldwide 
revolution 


BYANIEKPAUL 


T he Kasparov-Anand world 
chess championship was a 
historic success and played in 
an audacious venue—the 
Observation Deck a quarter of a mile 
high in the sky. As a result of this 
sensational success, chess for the first 
time has reached contractual 
agreements with television 
companies like BBC and ESPN, 
ensuring financial profits in future 
through selling television rights, and 
confirmed the continuation of Intel's 
sponsorship to chess. 

The architect of all these, Gary 
Kasparov, the deserving world 
champion, whose immense 
contribution to chess during the last 
ten years has catapulted the sport to a 
truly professional level, said: "We 
created, in my opinion, the most 
imponant thing—the TV rights, and 
now for TVcoverages, we are not going 
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to beg people. Now we can sell the 
rights, at first maybe for very little 
money, but we have reversed the 
trend and it is certainly the biggest 
accomplishment of this match." 

Now that chess has ensured a 
respectable place for itself in the 
media, it's making big moves even in 
board rooms. The world champion 
goes on to assert, "The problems of 
chess are solved in Wall Street today." 
Encouraged by the phenomenal 
success of this match, Intel 
corporation—the world's largest 
semi-conductor producer—has 
decided to extend their sponsorship 
and increase it in major proportions as 
well. Kasparov's words summarises it 
all: "Chess is moving into the centre of 
Intel's advertising. But before it was 
'let's try, let's see—well it works, it 
doesn't work...'" 

"Intel was rich. They could spend 
some money. They saw there could be 
some return, but right now they sec it 
V. Anand; battar priza money in futura? 



as a serious tool for advertising and 
that is indicative of the change in their 
commitments." Intel's sponsorship 
has been most beneficial to chess and 
this was apparent from the fact that 
PCA managed to hold its world 
championship cycle without any big 
sponsorship hassle, while FIDE—the 
parent organisation—is confronted by 
what has started to look like an 
impossible task to find a sponsor for 
the final of its cycle. Besides, Intel has 
extended its sponsorship to speed 
chess and man-machine encounters, 
which are more lively and attractive 
versions of the sport, and incidentally 
were most successlul in making the 
sport popular. 

PCA's attempts to make the sport 
more walchable and interesting for 
common people, went a dynamic step 
further. The most annoying thing lor 
people following a world 
championship match is short 
unplayed draws, which Anand feels is 
unavoidable if matches are as long as 
20 games. He suggests 12 games are 
enough, but Kasparov differs and 
Introduced an ingenuous idea to 
make even short draws less 
discouraging for the public. The idea is 
to dedicate a pan of the prize to 
the games. If the match is of 20 games 
and the prize fund $2 million for 
instance, Kasparov says 25% can be 
assigned to the games, or $25,000 for 
the winner of every single game. If a 
draw is reached, the money is 
transferred to the next game and its 
worth is doubled to $50,000, so that,, 
even if there are too many draws in a 
row, the tie actually makes every 
following game more interesting as 
the incentive for breaking the 
deadlock increases by every peace 
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ANALYSIS 


A RADIO CHESS BAHLE 


I 


Surprisingly, in 1945, 
there was a radio 
chess match between 
the Americans and 
the Russians. The 
result: the Russians 
won decisively 

T he bombs were still being 
dropped in Europe and the 
Pacific as World War II choked 
civilization to its limits. But George 
Sturgis, President of the United 
Sutes Chess Federation, had a 
dream. In October of 1943, he sent 
an invitation via the Russian War 
Relief organisation to the chess 
authorities in Moscow. The 
message read in part, "As President 
of the United State Chess 
Federation, 1 hereby extend a 
cordial invitation to the chess 
masters of the Soviet Union to take 
part in a Radio Chess Match against 
a team of masters representing the 
United States." 

The word of proposal reached 
the ears of Mikhail Botvinnik and 
he replied to it, "Personally, I 
welcome the idea. If that match 
takes place, I think it will prove to 
be an important event in the 
history of chess and will serve to 
strengthen cultural relations 
between the United Nations." 
Although the proposal of Mr 
Sturgis was initially rejected by the 
Soviets due to fears of difficulty in 
communication during the war, in 
April of 1945, an invitation for the 
same was sent from the Soviets and 
so it was to be that, come 
September of 1945, the wartime 
allies would do combat over the 
checkered battlefield. 

The terms for the match directed 
that it would be a ten board affair of 
two rounds, each contestant 
playing the same opponent in both 

•-1 I 
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games, his colour alternating as f 
white and black. The transmission \ 
of moves was to be by radio 
telegraphy between New York and ' 
Moscow, some 5,000 miles apart. ' 
International chess had taken a 
holiday during the dark days of the 
war, but now the world was ready 
for some first class competition. 

And what better battle than the 
Reds against the Yanks. 

The Mackay Radio Company 
was enlisted to provide the 
technical support and mechanical 
preparation necessary for the 
trans-Atlantic rivalry. The USCF, 
Chess Review—a chess 
magazine—and the Russian War 
Relief Committee, were sponsors 
to the match. The expectations and 
the meaning of this match were 
escalating almost daily and finally 
the day was reached. Saturday, 
September 1 —The Americans in 
New York's Henry Hudson Hotel, 
the Russians in Moscow's Central 
House of Transport Workers. The 
match was to begin at 10-00 AM. 

New York Time, with New York 
city mayor, Fiorello LaGuardia i 
making the first move. 

The battle got underway but as 
the day wore on, the Soviets were ' 

clearly ouplaying the Americans. 

At 10:00 PM, Moscow suggested 
•adjournement as it was 06:00 AM 
there and there was a possibility of 
loss of signals. The next day, 

Sunday, Septern 'er 2, the play 
resumed anc' w- Russians 
thrashed the Americans by 8-2. 

Japan had surrendered but the 
news of VJ-day celebration had to ; 
share the front pages with the > 
Radio Chess Match. The 
Americans lost the second round | 

also, but by a marginally better j 

score of 7.5-2.5. The Soviets, led by S 
Mikhail Botvinnik, won by 
15.5-4.5, but the real victor was i 

chess as a sport. \ 

Aniek Paul - 


treaty. The plan is to be implemented 
for the first time in the FIDE-PCA 
Reunification Final, if there is one 
though, between Gary Kasparov and 
the winner of the Karpov-Kamsky 
final in the FIDE cycle. 

While attempts are being made to 
include chess in main-stream 
Olympics (remember chess has its 
own Olympiads held biennially), and 
even in the very next edition in 
Atlanta, USA, the PCA is determined 
to get rid of the existing shamateurism 
and make chess a professional sport. 

But it has not always been 
successful, for example—this year, 
the world championship final was 
played for a meagre purse of $1.5 
million, reduced by 10% to put it most 
precisely. Compared to the prize fund 
of Kasparov-Short in 1993—£1.7 
million—and that of 
Kasparov-Karpov in 1987—$3 
million—this prize money was 
abysmal. Kasparov blames politically 
•motivated sabotages by PCA's rival for 
this, which prevented this match from 
being held in Cologne, Germany, 
where a sponsor in addition to Intel, 
initially had better offers. He however 
has assured as a member of PCA's 
board, that commissions would never 
be levied on players, as FIDE does, and 
matches would have better prize 
funds, as PCA will meet organisational 
costs by selling television rights. 

Thanks arc due to Kasparov and 
another person—^rather forgotten 
though--Bobby Fischer, whose 
matches against Boris Spassky in 1972 
and 1992 created a global chess wave, 
for today's vastly changed scenario. 

Kasparov's tremendous 
involvements in chess and politics, 
which were necessary for making him 
and thereby chess more marketable 
than before, cost him his marriage. His 
marriage broke up and most 
pathetically, he lost custody of his 
daughter who lives with her mother 
in a different country. Apparently a 
winner in life, Kasparov says, almost 
crying, "I have had very positive 
achievements in life, but I wish I could 
build my family more solidly. Now I'm 
rationalising my life and it's time, not 
for wisdom, but maturity probably." • 




REVIEW 


QUICK MOVES! 

Novy Kapadia reports on the Rapid Chess World 
Championships held in France recently 


I N the world ol Goofy, 
Mickey Mouse, 
Donald Duck, Aladdin 
and the magic lamp, 
Cinderella and 
Pocahontas, Meeko and 
Flit, a trio of characters 
starring in the latest Disney 
animated feature film, 
chess champions of the 
21 st century battled for 
glory. These talented 176 
youngsters from 91 
countries and four 
continents competed in 
age groups under-12 and 
14 (separate for boys and 
girls) in this age-old sport, 
considered the most 
intellectually challenging 
of them ail. However, the 
game of the mind, as 
FIDE world champion 
Anatoly Karpov calls chess 
•has also bowed to the 
exacting demands ol those 
twin monsters, 
sponsorship and the needs 
of television. 

Over two decades ago, 
cricket responded to the 


challenge of the changing 
times, with the one-day 
game. Now another 
ancient sport, chess has 
conquered the pressures ol 
time by a radical new 
concept. The new trend is 
Rapid Chess. Each player 
gets just 25 minutes to 
complete the game. As 
India's prodigy and lone 
participant at Disney's 1 st 
Rapid Chess World 
Championships Surya 
Sekhar Ganguly explains, 
"You are not just 
competing against your 
opponent but also against 
time. You have not only to 
watch your opponent's 
moves but al.so watch the 
clock." 

Several years ago, Mr. 
Campomanes, Chairman 
ol FTDF' (world body of 
chess) assigned a task to a 
dynamic Frenchman 
Bachar Kouatly, an 
international Grand 
Master. As FIDE's 
vice-president, Kouatly's 


mission was to implement 
a strategy lor developing 
chess among youngsters. 
The wily Kouatly realised 
that in the age of pop 
music, fast food, instant 
pleasure and technology 
revolution, chess needed to 
shed Its traditional image ol 
a battle ol attrition, a mere 
cereberal clash often 
between eccentrics or 
players full ol quirks. Chess 
needed to be hyped up. 

The Immopolar Cup lor 
Rapid Chess was started in 
France in the Eighties. It 
was an action-packed 
game limited to thirty 
minutes. Somehow this 
new concept was slow to 
take ofl. Sensing the need 
lor a new image Kouatly 
roped in Disney as 
sponsors, to spread the 
message ol Rapid Chess 
worldwide. The first result 
of this strategy was 
Disney's European Rapid 
The Rapid Chets tournament 
in progress 


Chess Championships in 
1993 at Disneypark. Paris, 
followed by a similar meet 
in 1994. 

Even the legendary Garri 
Kasparov, the only player 
to defend the world title 
five times since Emmanuel 
Laskar, world champion 
from 1894 to 1921 admits 
the latest craze is Rapid 
Chess. In an interview an 
interview in Chess Mate, 
Novernlier 1995 Kasjiarov 
sats, "Our (PCA) 
soponsors, INTEL want 
more speed chess 
tournaments, it means it 
will be 50-60 chess events 
in a year at lour traditional 
venues. Moscow, Paris, 

New York and maybe New 
Delhi." 

No wonder Disney's 1st 
Rapid Chess World 
Championships under the 
oflicial auspices of the 
French Chess Federation 
(FFF'i and ol the World 
Chess Federation (FIDE) 
was billed as Chess of the 
Future." The opulent and 
majestic New York Hotel, 
oneol the SIX hotels at 
Disneyland Pans was the 
venue ol these 
championships. The 
organisers were Disney 
Consumer Products and 
the Walt Disney Company 
(France). The hosts were 
Disneyland Pans. President 
ol Disney Consumer 
Products Pierre Sissmann, 
ex(>lained the link between 
Disney and Rapid Chess. 

He summed it up the best: 
"The vocation ol many 
Disney activities 
throughout Europe and all 
over the world is to teach 
while having fun. Our 
guiding principles are 
education and 
entertainment. Rapid 
Chess fits into this concept 
and hence we will promote 
it next year also." 
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S PECIAL FEA T U R E 


BYSHEVLIN SEBASTIAN 

The appointment with AkhtarAli is fixed at 4 
p.m. on a Wednesday afternoon in Sovember 
at his flat in DUkusha Street in Calcutta. When 
I arrive on the dot and ring the bell All's 
daughter, nine-year-old Zarine opens the 
doorandasks whom I want to meet. 

I mention her lather's name and she goes in 
to tell her father. She then eowes hack and 
asks me my name and from where I come 
from. 1 just mention Irom where I come Irom, 
and she goes in again. Then, when she comes 
back, there is a welcoming smile on her face 
(has this girl already become media .savvy?) 
and I go in. A few feet away from the door. 
AkhtarAli stands barefoot in the drawing 
room, hands on hips but witha welcoming 
smile on his face. I wonder to myself why he 
didn 't come to the dtmr himselt. 


I It is a well-appointed flat, tastefully 

decorated. A wooden cabinet plaa-d against 
one wall contains several trophies, all won hy¬ 
son Zeeshan. There is an A/C in one window 
small tube lights embedded in the false ceiling 
and a soft carpet on the floor. 

We sit down on the sola and after a couple 
of minutes spent discussing the result of the 
last one-day match between India and New 
Zealand in Bombay, which we had won, and 
me detailing the topics that f would like him to 
talk about. AkhtarAli is launched. And when 
I mean by launched, you have to takeii 
literally, like a plane going up in the sky. Once 
he starts talking, he is on non-stop mode. His 
English is fluent, the sentences rolling out of 
him easily and confidently and he has a 
garrulousness that makes Javed.Jaffrey seems 
like he is suffering from laryng i tis. 
Undoubtedly, this man has energy. 



THE MARKER'S 
SON WHO BECAME A 
NATIONAL COACH! 


From very humble 
beginnings, AKHTARALI 
rose to become a tennis 
player, who played at 
Wimbledon, and was a 
member of the Indian 
Davis Cup team. He was 
also a distinguished coach 
of the Indian team for 20 
years and in the course of 
his three decade coaching 
career has produced 
several national men's and 
women's champions, 
including his own son 
Zeeshan, An encounter 
with this colourful, intense 
and garrulous legend 


enthusiasm and a still youthful intensity. 

Here are excerpts from the four-hour 
interview: 

ON HiS EARLY LIFE 

I was born in 19^9 at AUaliat>ad. At that lirnc, 
my grandfather had a coal business there. 
Then one day, my father came on a visit to 
Calcutta and he liked the place. Luckily, lie 
had a Iriend who worked at the Saturday Club 
and this friend managed to get him a job as a 
squash marker. So it was as a marker that my 
father started to make a living. I was born at 
Allahabad, as because my mother still lived 
there with my grandfather but we used to 
come to Calcutta on holidays. 

I was ten years old when we moved 
permanently to Calcutta and I started playing 
squash at the Saturday Club. 1 picked up the 
game very quickly and 1 became a very good 
player. But when I was about 13, there was a 
complaint among the players that I should not 
be allowed to play. Firstly, since 1 was the son 
of a marker and secondly, because I was 
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What does ballah mean? 


•• 

Tennis, in those 
deys, was played 
by people of the 
high society and 
they could not 
tolerate the fact 
that a marker's 
son was playing 
alongside them. 
So, tiiey always 
used to look down 
on me 

•• 


beating a lot of older, more experienced 
players. 

So what did you do? 

Nothing much. I just hung around. In squash, 
you can play alone and still have a good time. 
But one day, 1 remember, it was during the 
Puja holidays, 1 went to Barrackpore Club, 
where my uncle, Syed Ali, was a tennis 
marker. There was a Merchants’ Cup tennis 
competition and I took part and did well. 
Then, at the age ol 15,1 played in the Bengal 
Lawn Tennis Cihampionships and 1 won it, by 
defeating the No. 1 seed, Dennis Ford. That’s 
when 1 started to think seriously about 
playing tennis. Then I played the junior 
national championships and once again 1 
reached the final....but despite these 
performances, I experienced a lot of 
difficulties from the very beginning. 

What sort of difficulties? 

Tennis, in those days, was played by people of 
the high society and they could not tolerate 
the faa that a marker’s son was playing 
alongside them. The high society always had 
the feeling that they were very superior. So, as 
a result, they used to always look down on me. 
When people looked down on you, did 
you feel an inferiority complex? 

No, surprisingly, I have never suffered from 
an inferiority complex, just because 1 was a 
marker’s son. I always told myself, Vpar 
Allah, aeeche ballab. 


Ali in a wnicoming mood. 
The inicription on tho wall 
lays, 'All blastings comas 
from God.’ 


Ballah means racket. That means, forget your 
background and speak with your racket. If 
you are rich, you are rich. That's okay with 
me. But come to the tennis court and I will 
show you. 

What other obstacles did you face? 

Well, here's another example: in 1955, when 
I was going to play the junior nationals, there 
were objections once again. People again said 
that since 1 was the son of a marker, I was a 
professional player. When that argument did 
not work, they said that I had to show a birth 
certificate, to prove that I was below 18. But I 
didn't have a birth certificate. So I got a 
certificate from the Islamia school where 1 was 
studying, but the tennis association 
authorities did not accept that. The deadline 
was approaching. 

On the last day before the Championships 
started, the officials said that if I didn't 
produce the certificate by 6 p.m., then 1 would 
be disqualified. Both my father and 1 did not 
know what to do. Then an European in the 
Saturday Club came up with the solution. He 
asked my father whether he had a marriage 
certificate. My father said yes and so we went 
with the marriage certificate and showed it to 
the officials. At that time. Sir William Mitchell 
Moore was the President and he saw that, in 
the marriage certificate, that my parents had 
been marred for just 16 years and hence, as 
the eldest child, I had to be below 18. So he 
said that 1 could play in the Championships. I 
took part, reached the final, defeated Pakistan 
No. 1 Rahim and became the champion. 


Then what happened? 

As a junior national champion, 1 started to 
play in the All-India circuit, travelling from 
place to place. Then I went to Jaipur, to play a 
very big tournament there and I won once 
again. The Maharani Gayatri Devi of Jaipur 
asked me whether I was planning to go and 
play junior Wimbledon, since 1 was the 
national junior champion. I said that I didn't 
have the money to go to Wimbledon. So she 
asked the secretary of the All-India Lawn 
Tennis Association whether he was planning 
to send me and he replied that the association 
did not have any funds. So, at a party after the 
Championships, the Maharani announced 
that her husband and she were going to take 
me to Wimbledon, all expenses paid. So. in 
1955,1 went to Wimbledon for the first time. 
How was the experience? 

It was simply unforgettable. This was the first 
time that I was going abroad, so everything 
was new and fantastic to me. Before 
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Wimbledon. 1 played two tournaments and 
won and so 1 was feeling very confident. But a 
day before tlie Championships was to start, a 
funny thing happened to me. 

What was that? 

Well 1 got a telegram from India saying that 
iny father had died. I started crying like hell. 
Then, through an acquaintance, we rang up 
the Saturday Club to find out more details and 
then we found out that there was nothing 
wrong with my father. In fact, my 
acquaintance spoke to my father on the 
phone. 

Who do you think send the telegram? 
Obviously, it was somebody who did not like 
me and who did not want me to do well. 

But you never found out who sent the 
telegram? 

How to find out, you tell me. If somebody 
sends a telegram with no name, then how can 
I get the name? 

So what is your analysis of this? 

Well, I was playing junior Wimbledon and 
there were some people who were hoping 
that I would get upset and do badly. Maybe, it 
was because of some feeling pf jealousy. 

Do you think people disliked you 
because you were a Muslim? 

(A short pause); Well, there was a lot of 
communal feeling at that time. After all. 
Partition had happened a few years ago. Yes, 
some jteople were even saying about me, 
Saala Mussalman hai. But I think they were 
very much in the minority. People like 
Gayatri Devi and later on, Premjit Lai Jaideep 
Mukherjee, Naresh Kumar and Ramanathan 
Knshnan never ever looked at me in a 
communal manner. 

Would the same communal thing 
happen today in Indian tennis? 

Of cour<-e. It has become much worse now. 

Is it all because of the politics of the BJP? 
No, 1 wouldn't blame the BJP for everything. I 
think. It is more to make a tamasha out of the 
whole thing. Our biggest problem in India is 
that we don't look at people as Indians, but we 
are always categorising them; he is a Hindu or 
Muslim or a Christian ora Parsi ora North 
Indian ora South Indian.... 

Coming back to junior Wimbledon, '55, 
how did you perform? 

Well, 1 reached the semi linals and 1 was 
leading '5-2, JO-1 '5 in the third set and 1 ended 
up losing the match to Lundqvist of Sweden. I 
started crying because 1 felt that 1 would never 
be able to play at Wimbledon ever again. But 
the Maharaja and the Maharaiii consoled me 



With his students on the 
claycourts of tho South Club 


•• 

I was never a big 
player. I wa$ 
lucky to be in the 
Indian Davis Cup 
team. I made it 
through sheer 
hard work 

•• 


and said that if I did well, they would bring me 
again, the next year. And since I had reached 
the semi finals, I was eligible to play the next 
year. So, if I am to be grateful to anybody, then 
it has to be to the Maharani Gayatri Devi. 

Just out of curiosity: how much was your 
father's income as a marker? 

Those days, he used to earn Rs. 1100-1200, 
which was pretty high. 

That was, apart from the tips? 

No, no, there was no question of tips in the 
Saturday Club. The system was that they 
would charge Rs. 10 for playing against a 
marker. The club used to take Rs. 5 and my 
father took Rs. 5. Then he had a sports shop in 
the club, selling tennis and squash rackets, 
balls, etc. This was run by all the markers 
together. It was a sort of partnership and the 
profits were shared. 

Your father was earning very well. So 
you couldn't say that you were in any 
financial difficulty? 

No, 1 am grateful to God that 1 was never in 







match to the next day. They replied that they 
were very sorry, but it was just not possible to 
do that. I know that some people ensured this, 
because they were a hundred percent sure 
that I would not be able to play and so I would 
not be ranked and hence not be considered for 
the Davis Cup team. 



So that means, you were still facing 
opposition? 

Oh yes, yes. Anyway, with great difficulty, I 
managed to get my match postponed to the 
last one of the day, that is, at three o'clock, 
instead of the morning session. Then we went 
to the graveyard and buried my father. I came 
back at about 2 p.m. and then I had a bath and 
was very quietly taking my racket, when my 
family saw me. They got very angry with me 
and they shouted at me. My uncle gave me a 
couple of slaps and said, "You've just lost your 
father and you want to play in the National 
championships." I replied that, "Look, I lost 
my father and he is not going to come back. 
But if 1 don't play in the Nationals, my future 
will be spoiled." 

Looking back, do you think it was the 
right thing to do? 

Yes, because if 1 had not played, then 1 would 
have lost a whole year. 

But you lost your father.it was a 

tragedy? 

But don't you see, my tennis career was at 
stake. You must understand that my enemies 
did not want me to play. They were looking 
for every opportunity to keep me down. So, if 


any real financial difficulty, but then I was 
also not a rich guy at the same time. We were 
quite a large family of four brothers and three 
sisters. But things changed when my father 
died. 

When was that? 

In 1959, my father suffered a brain 
haemorrhage and was admitted to hospital. I 
had just.returned from a tournament in 
Allahabad and I was told that my father was in 
hospital. And there is an interesting story 
here. "The National championships were going 
to take place in a few days time. In those days, 
the rule was that if you don't play the 
Nationals, then you would not get a ranking 
nor would you be selected for the Davis Cup 
team. 

My first match was fixed on a Monday at 11 
a.m. But in the early hours of Monday 
morning, my father died. I went into shock 
and suddenly my life seemed without hope. 
But nevertheless, I went to the South Club 
and requested the authorities to postpone my 


•• 

Hairy Hopman 
said that i had a 
good'eye'for a 
coach aadttiatl 
could 

communicate 
well with the 
players. He also 
said that I can 
pick out 

weaknesses very 
easily 

•• 


1 did not play, it was a victory for them. 

After your father's death, there was no 
income any more, isn't it? 

That's right. I then realised that I needed to 
have an income. 1 was the eldest. I had sisters 
to marry off and my three brothers had to be 
looked after. I was offered a job in the BI.TA 
coaching scheme and even Saturday Club 
offered me a job. But 1 didn't want to be a 
coach or a marker, because I felt that if I took 
up this job, my career as a player would be 
finished and my family would never be able to 
c«)me up. At this lime, .Maharani Gayatri Devi 
offered me money to start a sports shop but 1 
realised that if I took the money, then I will 
lose it. 

So then what did you do? 

1 started supporting my family by playing in 
every tournament in India. At that lime, 
Ramanathan Krishnan was the No. 1 player 
and he would charge Rs. 1000 to play in a 
tournament. But we lesser players used to get 
Rs. 400-500 plus free board and lodging. This 
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was appearance money because at that time, 
there was no prize money. At the same time, 
whenever 1 was in Calcutta, I would do 
coaching for the rich people in the morning 
and charge Rs, 5 for half an hour. Soon, f 
started earning about Rs. 1000 a month. 

ON HIS CAREER 

I played Junior Wimbledon in '55. In '56,1 
qualified for the men's singles at Wimbledon 
and lost in the 2nd round. 

'58; Lost in the first round at Wimbledon. 

'59; Lost in the second round at Wimbledon. 

'61; Lost in the second round at 
Wimbledon. Lost to Rod Laver in the first 
round at the French Open. 

'62; Lost in the first round at Wimbledon. 

Member of the Indian Davis Cup team from 
1958-64. Played against Monte Carlo, Japan, 
Iran, Malaysia, Thailand, Pakistan and 
Mexico. 

Defeated players like John Newcombe, 

Alex Metreveli. Tony Pickard, Jaideep 
Mukherjee and Premjit Lai. Won several state 
championships and national titles. Was also in 
1968, the National squash champion. 

How would you rate yourself as a player? 
I was not a big player. I was lucky to be in the 
Davis Cup team. I made it through sheer hard 
work. But as Jaideep and Premjit became 
better and better, I knew that my chances 
were slim, because they were much more 
talented than me. So I decided to concentrate 
more on coaching. 



AsAkhtarAli continues to talk in a non-stop 
manner. ] am suddenly put off. I get the clear 
feeling that the only reason he is talking to me 
with .such intensity is because he wants me to 
be a conduit. This is clear from the way that he 
pushes his face towards the dictaphone, 
wanting that everything be recorded 
completely and clearly. And after every six or 
seven sentences, he would unfailingly add. 
"You must wnte this!" 

Maybe, all sportsmen look at the media in a 
predatory manner, as a vehicle for 
self-publicity (hut docs AkhtarAli need 
publicity at this late stage of his career?) hut 
they seem to hide this fact underlayers of 
skilled PR that they have picked up in the 
course of their careers. This is the inescapable 
conclusion: the journalist needs the interview 
to prod his career along, while for the 
sportsman, more publicity means the chance 
for more endorsement deals, etc. In short, it is 
a mutually parasitic encounter. But then, 
maybe, I should appreciate Akbtar Ali s 
56 


AkhtarAli and family 
shariag a joka at homa. Son 
Zaathan who is now in 
Dubai is raprasentad by tho 
pictura on tho window sill 

•• 

Talent is 
God-gifted. 
Somebody like 
John McEnroe 
has a God-gifted 
talent. But talent 
alone cannot 
make you a 
champion. The 
bottomline is hard 
work and you 
must have a very 
good coach from 
the beginning 

•• 


honest behaviour: at least, he did not pretend 
that I was not the messenger boy. 

ON HIS COACHING 

In 1960, when 1 was taken to England to take 
part in the Wimbledon Championships, an 
Australian Davis Cup player and All-England 
coach by the name of George Worthington 
started giving me coaching lessons. The 
Maharani was paying him £15-20 a day. 

But you didn't know English then, did 
you? 

Yes, by then, 1 had picked up the language. 
Although 1 stopped studying after I finished 
my class seven exams, I learnt English when 
I went to England. Then, by mixing in high 
society, I learnt to pick it up also. People used 
to laugh at my pronunciation but I couldn't 
care less. Also, I was very lucky that I was very 
close to a lot of Anglo-Indian families. People 
like Basil Dutton, who is Leander Paes' uncle. 
He was a good tennis player. So 1 used to go to 
their house and they were very nice to me and 
I would speak English with them. Slowly, I 






became more fluem. 

What did you learn from George 
Worthington? 

He taught me the fundamentals: the 
backswing, the follow through, from which 
position you should hit the winners, the 
serve, the volley, etc. The technical aspecis of 
tennis and this was something that nobody 
had taught me before. 1 had learnt some of this 
by trial and error method. 

What have been your achievements as a 
coach? 

I have produced national champions like 
Gaurav Mishra, Bidyut Goswami, Susan Das, 
and Reena Eeny who played for England in 
the Wightman Cup. Susan Sinclair Jones 
was a girls national champion while 
Chiradeep Mukherjee was an Indian Davis 
Cup player. Rico Piperno was a National 
hardcoun champion and played for India in 
the Asian Games. Then, there was my son 
Zeeshan Ali, who was ranked World No. 2 in 
the juniors, won 9 national titles, three 



Indian coaches 
are never sent 
abroad to learn 
the most 
up-to-date 
coaching 
methods. As a 
result we have 
different types of 
coaches. We 
have some 
fantastic 
Under-12. 
Under-14 
coaches. After 
that they can't 
develop the 
player 



challengers and was ranked No. 125 in ihe 
ATP rankings. 

Also, 1 was the personal coach of Vijay 
Amritraj for four years; I was the Davis Cup 
coach for over 20 years and also when India 
reached the final against South Africa in '74 
and defaulted. I have been the Davis Cup 
coach of Belgium and Malaysia. 

So, you do have a knack for coaching? 

I remember, it was in 1966,1 went to England 
with a junior team comprising Gaurav 
Mishra, C.J. Bhtipathi (Mahesh's father) and 
Balram Singh. I met the legendary Harry 
Hoprnan there and he said that I had a good 
eye' lor a coach and that I could 
communicate well with the players. He said 
that I can pick out w-eaknesses very easily. 

And finally, a good coach is one who get the 
best results out of a player. 

Who is the best coach that you have met? 

Harry Hopman is the greatest coach that I 
have met. He can take on promising players 
and make them champions. He had the great 
'eye' to spot out potential champions. 1 
remember once, it was in 1956,1, along with 
Rod I aver atid Bob Mark wet e qualifying lor 
Wimbledon. At that lime, l,averlosl to Allan 
Mills (the current chief referee at Wimbledon) 
6-0,6-0.1 asked Hopman who, among his 
pupils, was going to be a great player. Hopman 
told me that Laver was going to be a great 
player. And 1 laughed and satd that Laver had 
just lost 0-6, 0-6, so how can he be a great 
player? But obviously, 1 was very wrong in my 
assessment. So you see, Hopman had a great 
eye and he couldn't care less what caste you 
were, what colour you were, as long as you 
were willing to work hard and have the talent. 
What is this thing known as talent? Can 
you describe it? 

Talent is God-gifted. Somebody like John 
McEnroe has a God-gifted talent. But talent 
alone cannot make you a champion. The 
botlomline is hard work and you must have a 
very good coach from the very begtnning. A 
lot of youngsters have talent, but a lot of 
coaches don't know how to get the best out of 
them. And that is because, in India, most of 
the coaches are teaching, not becatise they 
love coaching, but because of the money that 
they can earn out of it. 

Also do they have the technical 
knowledge? 

See, we don't train our coaches properly. 
They are never sent abroad to learn the most 
up-to-date coaching methods. As a result, we 
have different types of coaches. We have 
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WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


FROM DAVID McMAHON, 
MELBOURNE 

I T'S a funny game, cricket. 
England were thrashed by 
Australia in the Ashes and you 
wouldn't back Atherton's men 
against Taylor's men unless you 
favoured really long odds. But look 
back on what happened in the first 
week of December and see how the 
teams coped in various situations. 

And then put things into perspcaive 
with the World Cup just around the 
corner. 

In Sydney, Australia were two Tests 
up in the three-Test series against 
Pakistan. The home side needed 247 
in the fourth innings to win the Test 
and take the series 3-0, but managed 
only 172. This, we may do well to 
recall, is the same side that beat 
England, the West Indies and Pakistan 
to take the title ol the best Test-playing 
nation in the world. 

In Johannesburg, however, it was 
an altogether different story. The first 
Test had been drawn. England were in 
all sorts of strife in the second. The 
tourists started the last day at 4-167. 
The winning target of 478 was never 
in question; instead it was whether 
England would manage to play for a 
draw. At close of play on that 
momentous last day, England were 
6-351 and .lack Russell and Mike 
Atherton had held the South Africans 
at bay for most of the day. Atherton 
batted almost 11 hours for an 


unbeaten 185, Russell just under five 
hours for 29 not out. 

So there you have it. England, for so 
long the underdogs of world cricket, 
can play out a final day. Australia, on 
the other hand, do not have a very 
flattering history in this respect. As the 
Melbourne Age pointed out s«) 
tellingly, the last time Australia made 
more than 120 in the fourth innings to 
win a Test match was against England 
five years ago. Against the West Indies 
in 1992-93, Australia were all out for 
184, chasing a total of 186. Against 
South Africa in 1993-94, the home 
side were all out for 111, chasing 117. 
The figures do not look flattering for a 
team that is so well regarded in 
international cricket. 

There were three changes made for 
the first Test against Sri Lanka in 
Perth, later, the same week, with Greg 
Bleweti (two centuries in his first two 
Tests) dropped for lack ol form and 
Steve Waugh and Paul Reiflel out 
because of injury. So now we have 
Queenslanders Stuart Law, Mike 
Kasprowic/ and Tasmania's Ricky 
Pouting in the XIl and lei it be said that 
Ponting, just 20, is the yiuingest man 
to be picked for Australia since a 
certain Waugh, S. And just for the 
record, the last time three new lares 
were named for Australia was way 
back in the 1985-86 series against 
India, when GeofI Marsh, Merv 
Hughes and Bruce Reid were called up 
In the present situation, captain 
Mark Taylor had little reason to 
worry, thougli as the series against 


NOT ALL 



HUNKY-DORY 

That's Aussie for, 'it's not as good as it seems'. And with the World Cup 
round the comer, that just might be the problem with their current 
cricket team, who return to the sub-continent to repeat their feat of 1987 
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some fantastic Under-12, Under-14 coaches. 
After that, they can't develop the player, to a 
world class standard. I, myself, despite my vast 
experience, could only bring Zeeshan to No. 

12 5 in the world rankings. But after that, he 
needed a foreign coach, somebody like Harry 
Hopman or Nick Bollettieri to develop him 
further. 

What do you think of the coaching camps 
conducted by former players? 

90% of the former players say that they are 
doing the camps for the love of the game. But 
that is all bullshit. They are doing it for the 
money that they can make out of it. After all, 
tennis nowadays is big business. 

Are tennis academies also 
money-making rackets? 

I don't want to comment on'ihat. But it is a 
fact that most of the coaches in these 
academies are not properly trained. They are 
mostly glorified markers who call themselves 
coaches. So there is very little chance of 
champion players of an international 
standard coming out from these academies. 
Another question: why is it that former 
players ae rarely in administrative 
positions after they retire from the game? 
Because, quite simply, they are not good 
administrators. They all have such big egos. 
They keep talking about the old days and 
what good players they were. But if you ask 
them to organise a tournament, they just 
can't do it. There is a lot of difference between 
being a good player and being a good 
administrator. 

So then, who is into sports 
adminlsitration these days? 

Most people in sports administration these 
days arc businessmen. They have no idea of 
the game but they are there because of the 
contacts that they can make. An official sports 
position helps them tt) meet Ministers, other 
top businessmen and all this benefits his 
business greatlv. 

ON ZEESHAN ALi 

People have accused you of 
concentrating solely on Zeeshan Ali. Is 
this true? 

Yes. it's absolutely true, that I was 
concentrating on Zeeshan. After all, who 
doesn't want to help liis own son? 
Ramanathan Krishnan helped his son 
Ramesh. Vijay Amritraj helped his brothers. 
So why should people talk when I help my 
son? Also remember, at that time, 1 was not 
employed by anybody. 1 was a free agent, so it 
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wasn't that I was denying somebody coaching 
in order to favour my son. And Zeeshan has 
done quite well: nine titles. No. 125 in the 
rankings. He needed a foreign coach 
desperately, but 1 didn’t have the money or 
the sponsors. Macleod Russel and ITC helped 
me and I am grateful to them for that. But a 
foreign coach is expensive. Harry Hopman 
once charged me 1000 dollars a week and that 
was a concessional rate he gave me because 1 
know him so well. 

Did Zeeshan have talent in the first place? 

Yes, he was a talented player. When Zeeshan 
was coming up, 1 myself had some doubts 
about his talent. So I took him to Madras and I 
said to my best friend Ramanathan Krishnan 
who is a brilliant tennis brain: "Look Krish, 
the love of a father for his son is too much. I 
want you to tell me whether Zeeshan has the 
talent or not to become a top class player 
because I cannot afford to spend so much of 
money." 

Krishnan watched Zeeshan play and then 
he said, "You know Akhtar, the Amritraj 
tennis academy has the best 14 players in the 
country and they have all the money at their 
disposal. But I can tell you that you are the 
best coach that we have and you can make 
Zeeshan a national champion and a Davis Cup 
player and prove that you are the best coach. 
But he didn't answer your question of 
whether Zeeshan has the talent or not? 
Oh yes, he did. He said that Zeeshan had a lot 
of talent. He said that he had to become strong 
and that 1 should play him as much as 
possible. He told me not to be afraid. 

Well, do you think Zeeshan had the inner 
fire? 

Yes, in the beginning, definitely. 

But I feel that somewhere along the way, 
he became very doubtful about himself. 
Is that right? 

Zeeshan suffered a leg injury in '89. When he 
got injury problems, he became a little shaky. 
He realised that I, as his father, had spent a lot 
of money on him and he felt the pressure. And 
secondly, after his injury, he did not work 
very hard. We were also finding it so difficult 
to get sponsors and many times, he talked to 
me about it. He was only 20 years of age and 
he felt the dejeaion of not being able to go 
Harry Hopman's camp. He also had the 
mental fear of not doing well in tournaments 
and, as a result, not earning money. 

So he did not have your mental strength? 
Yes, you could say that he was not as mentally 
strong as I was. Zeeshan was hungry, but not 
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You could say that 
Zeeshan was not 
as mentally 
strong as I was. 

He was hungry 
but not to the 
extent that I 
hoped he would 
be. He had a bit of 
an easy life and it 
is difficult to 
develop the inner 
fire when your life 
is easy 
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to the extent that I hoped he would be. 
Because it is a truism that a hungry sportsman 
is the best sportsman. Zeeshan had a bit of an 
easy life and it is difficult to develop the inner 
fire when your life is easy. 

A bit of hardship fuels the Inner fire, 
doesn't It? 

Absolutely true. Like I said before, a hungry 
sportsman is always the best sportsman. 

So, do you have a sorrow about what has 
happened? 

Yes, I have to admit that. 

What is he doing now? 

He is playing inter-club tournaments in Dubai 
now. 

This is the only time in the interview when 
AkhtarAU loses his equanamity. You can see 
the pain well up in his eyes and it becomes 
even more sorrowful under some indelicate, 
persistent questioning on my part. Later, 
when 1 hear the unedited transcript, I realise 
that I am far more cruel than I thought I was. 
Sorry, AkhtarBhai. 

ON DRUGS 

what about the presence of drugs In 
international tennis? 

I believe a lot of players are taking drugs for 
recovery. 

What does that mean? 

That means, for example, if a player has had a 
very tough match today for, say, about four 
hours and the body has taken a beating. Then 
they take some pills to help the body recover. 

It seems necessary to take these pills because 
the type of training and playing that the 
modern tennis player is doing, is 
unimaginable. 

ftisfourp.m. on a Wednesday in December at 
the South Club. AkhtarAU, clad in white 
shorts and a white t-shirt, is teaching very 
young students how to play the game. Me is 
teaching the fundamentals and the students 
betwen the ages of eight to 14, have a mixture 
of surliness, boredom, enthusiasm and 
interest on their faces. They stare at AkhtarAU 
as he makes playing movements with his 
racket. 

But as I watch him coach, I could nor help 
but feel the deepest sympathy. This man, 
with so much of experience of coaching a 
former national coach, the personal coach of 
Vijay Amritraj, and others, is now reduced to 
teaching rich novices. Obviously, there is I 
money in it, but why isn't theAITA using him \ 
in a more produaive manner? As he himself 
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says, "Ihave never been acknowledged as a 
somebody in the tennis world!" Akhtar All's 
present situation proves a singular point: the 
under-utilisation ol worthwhile people in out 
cxnmtry is a national disease. Later, while 
having tea, he told me the astonishing point 
that the chairman of the coaching scheme of 
the South Club was once a former footballer. 
That is how amazing things are in our country. 

Well, all this sounds gloomy, so let's end 
with a funny anecdote from AkhtarAU. 

"This happened in 1961 when India was 
playing Pakistan in a Davis Cup match in 
Pune. Jaideep Mukherjee and I had played a 
tough five setter doubles match against the 
Pakistanis, which we finally won. As I was 
leaving the court, the mali gave me a note. On 
it wa.s written: Dear Akhtar, I would like to 
meet you. Can you come to my place? The 
address is ....Yours sincerely, Sally.' So 
naturally, I got very excited and when I went 
hack to the hotel, I had a bath and changed 
into fresh clothes and went to the address 
mentioned in the note, it was the home of a 
Sardarji, who recognised me 
becau.se he had also come to the matches. He 
welcomed me in, we sat and talked for half an 
hour, and then Host my patience and said, 
"Where is Sally?" The Sardaiji looked at me 
and said coldly, "Mr. Ali, I don't know what 
you are talking about ." 

I then realised that I had been had. Later, I 
came to know that Jaideep had written the 
letter. But that was not the end of the matter. I, 
in turn,took the note, changed the name at 
the beginning and went and gave it to a 
Pakistani player. And the fool also landed up 
at the Sardarji's place, asking for Sally." # 
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With the cricket World Cup 
‘96 just a couple of months 
away. Prime Sports ani PMG 
(Professional Management 
Group}, have joined hands to 
provide a treat to cricket fans 
in India. After a gap of almost 
seven years the highly 
popular seriarSunil 
Gavaskar Presents' is back 
on television screens. A 
series of 13 episodes of 48 
minutes each featuring some 
interesting matches botwean 
the top cricket playing 
nations in the world are being 
telecast^. Also coming up in 
Prime Sports from January/ 
February are six programmes 
called 'Countdown', which 
would be contemporary and 
news wonhy. It sure looks 
like the cricket fans are going 
to have a ball.... Photograph 
shows Gavaskar 
interviewing Azharuddin for 
an earlier edition of the 
programme 


IN THE NEWS 

... but out of it. A look at some sporting asides 
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JCT Mills, Phagwara has 
proved once again that they 
are India's premier footbail 
club. They won the 'M edition 
of the Scissors Cup (India's 
highest prize money football 
tournament) in style 
defeating Perils ^otball 
Club of Malaysia by a solitary 
goal. The lone goal was 
scored by JCTs ace striker 
I. M. Vijayan, twelve minutes 
before the final whistle, and 
was lauded as the goal of the 
tournament The Scissors Cup 
saw ail the leading teams 
from India and two fonign 
teams (one from Malaysia, 
one from Onmn) in action, but 
in the end, it had to be JCT. 
Picture shows the JCT line up 
before the final 
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The crickM fam of Calcutta 
wore suddanly aaan flocking 
to watch tho matches thattlm 
Raiaathon Club was playing 
in tho local Loaguo. The 
mason for tho suddon spurt in 
spectator intorost was tho 
prasonco of this gantlaman 
from Bombay, who answois 
to tha named Rohan 
Gavaskar. The son of tho LMtla 
Master was hero to further 
*his cricket education' as bis 
fathsr puts it Will we see him 
playing for Bengal in the 
Ranji Trophy in the near future? 





Visa, the world's largest 
consumer payment system 
has signed an agreemam 
with PILCOM (Pakistan indo 
Lanka Committee) and was 
assigned the "Worldwide 
official card status" for the 
Wills World Cup. In another 
effective marketing coup 
Visa has got Sachin 
Tendulkar to endorse a 'rare' 
celebrity card. After signing 
the agraernem Tendulkar 
said, "I am delighted that the 
world's largest payment 
system has taken up the 
promotion of cricket by 
providing the convenience of 
purchasing tickets on the 
Visa card making it handy for 
cricket across the country." 

Incidentally, Visa has a 
record of promoting sports 
activities for a long time, it 
has been a top sponsor of the 
Olympic Games since 1986 
and is a worldwide sponsor 
of the 1996 Atlanta Olympic 
Games 







Pakistan was still won, albeit by a 2-1 
margin. Of the series against Sri 
Lanka, he said, “I see it as a bit 
exciting. The two batsmen arc very 
fine players. Ricky is only a young 
fella, but he's a very aggressive player 
and will add some spice to the side, 
and Stuart's a bit of an old head. I see 
Law as a bit of a late bloomer. I played 
against him five years ago and he had 
■all the shots, but he didrt't quite have 


Taylor wMi Shane Wama. On theae two lie the 
major ratponaibilitv of incroaaing Australia'a 
prospacta of winning another aub-continantal 
WoriilCup 

the mental approach. 1 think now he 
does and I think the captaincy of 
Queensland has done him well." 

The captain also expressed the hope 
that Blewett would not lose heart. "A 
bloke who comes out and scores 
hundreds in his first two Test matches 
(against England), obviously can play. 


At the moment it's just not working 
for him and I think he's just got to 
■make sure he doesn’t lose sight of the 
faa that he's a good player. The 
spinners have worried him a bit, he'll 
go back and work on that and if he's 
going to be an even better player, then 
getting dropped could do him a 
world of good." 

Footing has 1 ? first-class centuries 
under his belt, a batting average this 
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season ol 120 and has more than 3500 
first-class runs for a career average of 
just over 53. He was also on the lour of 
the Wc'.t Indies earlier this year, but 
did not play a I'esi match there." It 
feels a little bit sweeter to be selected 
in the 12 to play the Test match rather 
lhanjusi the 15," he said. "I'm very 
excited and can't wait until Perth. 
Probably the only time I've been as 
impatient was when I was in the West 
Indies with the guys, lust turnitig up 
knowing that you weren't going to 
play, and sitting out wasn't a lot of 
fun, and was a little bit IriiMrating. But 
I think it can help you. It spurred me 
on certainly. Over the last lew games 
I've really knuckled down and I've 
just wanted to be out there batting 
and scoring rutis, and the 
opportunity's come up now." 

Ponting with his aggressive stroke- 
play, and Law with his all-round 
capabilities will no doubt be assets lot 
a tournament like the World Cup. But 
Australia's problem will be 'wh(i to 
select", lair enough, you could call it 
ati embarrassment of riches, but ns 
not leally an ideal sititation to be in 
before a World Cut) es|)eciallv 
constdeting some ol the senior iilayers 
are struggling lor their lorm 

Pakistan on the othei hand had 
llown on to New Zealand m 
itndersiandahh buoyant mood, and 
they proved their new-louiid 
conlidence on ilie field "It's the best 
feeling we've had since the 19d2 
World Cup and the tour ol Fngland 
that year," said captain Wasim 
Akram. "The only answer back is to 
win. I must congratulate the whole 
team. We had a bad patch—now 
hopefully we'll have a good season 
ahead, fcvery individual worked very 
hard, especially Mushtaq Ahmed who 
bowled brilliantly. Once again he 
proved himself one ol the best 
spinners in the world. Winning the 
last Test after losing the first two was a 
great effort. The boys are very happy, 
very excited and morale is 
back—they'ic all together. 1 think the 
morale is quite high, the boys arc all 
together and we are going to do quite 
well in the World Ccqi." 

Now it depends on what he means 
by, "quite well"' 0 



WORLD CUP SPE C I A L 


TTOI^flAI COMPILED BY 

■ RAVI KANTSRIVASTAVA 

PURSUIT-II 

Some not-so-well-known happenings from the 
previous World Cup competitions 



★ Graham Gooch is the only player to 
win three consecutive Man of the 
Match awards. 

★ Vivian Richards (1983), Graham 
Gooch and David Boon (both in 1987) 
and Martin Crowe (in 1992) are the 
four players to win three Man of the 
Match awards in a single tournament. 

♦ Kepler Wessels is the only player to 
appear for two countries having done 
so for Australia (in 1983) and South 
Africa (in 1992). 

★ On the very inaugural day of the 
first World Cup in 1975, England's 
Dennis Amiss 1 137 vs India) scored 
the first ceniury and Australia's 
Dennis I illee (5 for 34 vs Pakistan) 
became ihe first to take live wickets in 
an innings (which was also a first such 
ieal in a one-day international). 

* No bowler could take five wickets 
in an innings in 39 matches of the 
1992 World Cup. 

* Javed Miandad (1029 runs in 28 
matches—^Avge. 44.73) and Vivian 
Richards (101 3 runsin23 
matches—^Avge. 59.58) are the only 
two batsmen lo cross the 1000-run 
mark in chip matches. 

* In 1992 the ludicrous rain rule 
afleaed 8 matches but had its 
most telling effea in the semi-final 
between England and South Africa at 
Sydney. A ten minute stoppage for 
rain and South Africa's target of 22 
runs from 13 deliveries was modified 
to 20 from just one ball! They lost the 
match by 19 runs. 

★ In the 1987 World Cup, there was a 
hoodoo in the form of .any side, who 
scored 250 runs or more when batting 
first did not lose the match. In other 
words, any side chasing 250 or more 
runs could not win the match. 


★ 102 players represented eight 
countries in the first World Cup, 100 


players were seen m action in the 
second, the tally was 106 in the third 
and swelled to 110 in the fourth. The 
inclusion of a ninth icam made it a 
record 125 in the fifth edition. This is 
likely to further increase in view of 12 
teams appearing in the sixth World 


WaMalt; tte only playnr to roproMnt two 
coiintrios in Worio Cup compotition 

Cup. 

* The hoodoo of a team batting first 
and winning the final has remained 
intact in the five previous finals. 


25 






with the first grand slam of1996, the Australian 
Open slated to begin later this month, PA UL 
FEIN looks back at an eventful tennis year gone by 


N incredible comeback, 
riveting rivalries, 
thrilling matches 
and...pathos. The year 
that was had everything, or, as a 
giggling Monica Seles exclaimed 
after her dramatic U.S. Open final, 
“Wow!” 

The spectacular return of the 
missing and often mysterious 
superstar 28 months after she was 
stabbed by a deranged fan-atic 
revitalized the women's game. 
Seles, whose comeback topped 
the ballyhooed returns of Michael 
Jordan and Mike Tyson in this 
year of the comeback, amazed 
everyone by regaining her nearly 
invincible form so quickly after 
such a long layoff. But her fate 
was, and probably always will be, 
intertwined with that of Steffi 
Graf, the queen who assumed 
Seles' vacated throne. Just as Seles 
had tried to—and finally 
did—escape her traumatic past, 
star-crossed Graf was trying to 
forget her troubled present, 
namely the imprisonment of her 
father on tax evasion charges. 

France's Mary Pierce, another 
victim ol a Bad Dad before she 
separated from him two years ago, 
took advantage of the absences of 
Seles and Graf (out with an 
injured call muscle) to capture tlie 
Australian Open in January for 
her first Grand Slam title. Her 


triumph answered the question 
that she, herself, had posed; 
“Everyone said, 'Mary can play, 
but can she play well all the time'?" 

The 5'11" “statuesque blonde in 
the pretty white tennis dress " 
blasted winners everywhere— 
"big babe tennis," she called 
it—and didn't lose more than six 
games in any match. She crushed 
second-seeded Conchita Martinez 
6- 3,6-1 in the semis and 
top-seeded Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario 6-3,6-2 in the final. 

Sanchez Vicario took over the 
No. 1 ranking on Feb. 6—partly 
because Graf was often sidelined 
with injuries—but relinquished it 
at the French Open along with her 
bid for her third title. Weakened 
by a stomach virus, the plucky 
Spaniard battled long and hard 
before succumbing to Graf's 
vicious forehands and superior 
stamina, 7-5,4-6,6-0. 

Graf dispelled any lingering 
doubts that she was the real No. 1 
during the Wimbledon fortnight. 
Even so, the surprisingly 
aggressive Sanchez Vicario, 
inspired by her tellow 
countrywoman and clay courter 
Martinez's stunning 1994 Big W 
triumph on grass, reached her first 
final there and enhanced her 
reputation in defeat. Graf needed 
all her power and athleticism and 
determination, especially in the 
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Agani, with a trafflendout improvemant in his 
paraonal parformancs and with an inspirad 
Sampras, has managed to bring the concept of 
fierce rivalry back into man's tennis 


RECALL! 




decisive and thrill-packed, 
32-point, 20-minute J 1th game ol 
the final set—tennis' best game 
since the famous Borg-McEnroe 
18-16 tiebreaker in 1980—to 
escape 4-6, 6-1,7-5 for her sixth 
Wimbledon title. 

The bravura performance by 
Graf in one of Wimbledon's 
greatest finals came amidst the 
pressure of raids on her family 
homes by German tax 
investigators. On August 2 her 


father Peter was arrested and 
jailed for alleged lax evasion. Graf 
described the ensuing weeks as 
"the worst and unhappiesi time in 
my life." 

Seles' long-awaited return to 
competition added the most 
unpredictable and exciting 
eiement to this soap opera-iike 
year. After routing aging retiree 
Martina Navratilova, July 29, in a 
meaningless exhibition, Seles 
amazingly overwhelmed the 


first-rate Canadian Open field, 
dropping only 14 games in five 
matches. Intrigued fans 
wondered: Could the eccentric 
and entertaining 

Serbo-Hunganan-tumed-Americ- 
an, an inch taller than before but 
about 10 pounds overweight, 
possibly win the U.S. Open? 

Seles—^whom Chris Evert calls 
"a drama queen"—^was showing 
her old vengeance on the court 
and zany exuberance off it, almost 
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The World Sumo Championships were held in Tokyo recently, 
and though it is strange to see non-Japanese sumo wrestlers, (a 
black American won the individual title), the sport is seriously 
bidding for a place in the Olympics 


BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 


L earning to enjoy Sumo is a 
little like learning a new 
language, only far easier and 
much more enjoyable. When 
you first watch, you may understand 
little besides who wins, for since a 
match can only end in two ways (the 
loser either goes out of the ring or he 
goes down) the result is far clearer 
than in say judo, karate, or amateur 
wrestling. 

But once you have watched a few 
bouts you are sure to begin noticing 
the techniques used to win, for 
though all the wrestlers are big, some 
are a lot bigger than others (at present 
the heaviest is ail of 225 kgs, while the 
smallest weighs in at only around 
100), and so finesse can be much more 
important than weight and nothing 
excites the crowd like seeing a quick 
and skilful, smallergrappler outwit a 
much larger opponent. 

Techniques thus include pushing, 
brute strength and weight; rapid, 
devastating, open-handed slapping 
attacks which are very popular with 
the crowd; skilful arm throws using a 
hold on the belt (also very popular); 


Tba build up (or a tumo wrtstling match is a 
very slaboraia esiamoiw and Is oHsn laipar 
than ihs coatssi ilsaif. Tira aim it to comnoBa 
one's mind (or dm figliL Notice their dsxibility 
inspitoodlMireae 
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salvaging victory from defeat by using 
the opponent's momentum against 
him at the edge of the ring (most 
popular of all); and jumping aside at 
the initial charge so that the loser looks 
foolish falling on his face. This last I 
practice, while well within the rules, is 
not admired by the fans and is even 
regarded as a little dishonourable. 

Let's take a look at what happens 
before a typical match. The names of 
the contestants should be 
conspicuous enough in the 
announcing, and at any rate you will 
have plenty of time to pick them up, 
because preparations for each bout, 
including ceremonial stomping and 
salt throwing, take over four minutes 
(the stomping, by the way is an 
important traditional exercise, and a 


typical sumo wrestler will perform 
this hundreds of times in a practice 
session). 

During the early part of this 
ceremony, you may notice a 
procession of flags going afound the 
ring. Each of these represent the 
20,000 put up by supponers, and the 
total goes to the winner. There may be 
between 10 and 20 of these for ti.e 
more popular bouts— nearly a 
month's salary for the average 
Tokyoite. 

The wrestlers spend the next four 
minutes returning to their comers, 
picking up handfuls of salt, throwing 
them into the ring in an ancient 
Shinto purification ceremony, then 
crouching down and staring at one 
another. Though many foreigners 


find this incomprehensible, it is in fact, 
an important part of the build-up to a 
match: the idea being to compose the 
mind for the combat in much the way 
that Japanese swordsmen of old 
composed their minds with Zen 
practices. 

Some longtime fans even claim to 
be able to pick the winner by his 
appearance during the salt throws, 
and indeed each wrestler has his own 
style during this time. Some of the 
smaller ones aaually seem to pump 
themselves up and grow, some build 
up to a pitch of tension and 
excitement while others treat the 
whole affair (including the opponent) 
with a superior disdain. This is also a 
time when glaring matches can 
develop between rivals, much to the 
delight of the crowd. Then comes the 
'tachi-ai' or the initial charge, when 
all that pent up energy is released. To 
the veteran Sumo fan this is the most 
interesting moment of the match. 

Once you get the idea of just who is 
winning, and how, on a particular 
day, you need to step back and take a 
good look at the ebb and flow as a 
typical 15-day tournament 
progresses. Two things happen during 
any tournament that interests every 
sumo fan. The first is that the top 
performers are vying for the 
tournament victory and the coveted 
Emperor's Cup which goes to the man 
with the most wins. Since this 
generally goes right down to the wire, ■ 
the final day (always a Sunday) is the 
most exciting. The other is that each 
individual wrestler is attempting to 
better his rank, winning more bouts 
than he loses, an accomplishment 
essential to success known as 
'kachi-koshi' 

Altogether there are more than 700 
sumo wrestlers, ranked and graded 
according to past performances, the 
30 or so that we sec on television, with 
their elaborate traditional hairdos and 
their bright silk loincloths, are very 
good indeed. This top division is called 
the 'maku-no-uchi', and below it 
there are no less than five lower ones. 
Each wrestler must start at the bottom 
and work his way up with winning 
records, a process that takes years. 
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VARIETY 


There are so many of these hopefuls in 
the lower divisions that they only get 
seven bouts in a 15-day tournament, 
and spend most of their time cooking 
and waiting hand and foot on their 
most successful colleagues. 

In the top two divisions, whose 
members fight the full 15 bouts, 
anyone winning eight or more gets a 
promotion to the next tournament, 
while any one winning less than eight 
is demoted. Thus a steady performer 
who wins eight every time is fat better 
off than the type who might pull the 
occasional 12-3 tournament followed 
by a string of losing ones. 

At the pinnacle of the sumo world is 
the rank of 'Yokozuna', or Grand 
Champion. A 'Yokozuna' has earned 
his position by consistent high 
performances, normally including at 
least one tournament championship 
and a string of tournaments with 12 
■ aories or more. A 'Yokozuna' can 
never be demoted. If his records 
I'ecomc consistently embarrassing, 
the only honourable course is 
retirement. Sumo fans are at present 
privileged to have one of the all - time 
great Yokozuna, Chiyonofuji by name. 

Just below 'Yokozuna' comes the 
rank of 'Ozeki' (rather limply 
translated as "Champion"). An 
'Ozeki' is expected to uphold the 
honour t>f the sport by winning at 
least 10 matches a tournament, and 
their deleat are considered major 
upsets. The most interesting of them 
at the moment is a huge 225 kg 
Hawaiian/ Samoan named Konishiki, 
the only non-Japanese ever to 
advance this high. Another 'Ozeki', 
Asahifuji, displays the best all around 
technique of anyone besides 
Chiyonofuji. 

The 3rd and 4th highest ranks are 
called 'Sekiwakc' and 'Komosubi' 
(according to the abominable 
standard translation "Junior 
Champion" and "Junior champion 
second grade"). While it is quite an 
honour to rise this high, these notches 


Mors than tiza. It h tachaiqua that aiatlen ia 
auaio, aad tba apactaton lava it whaa a lightar 
oppoaaat thrawa dowa hia haaviar oppoaaat 
aalaly oa tha baaia of hia tachaiqua 


PHOTOGBAPHS PROFESSIONAL SPORT 



Suara wraatling is as much mantai as it ia 
physical, aad moat bouts ara won hy Iho mind 
than tha hody 

can be very difficult to maintain since 
wrestlers holding them must fight a 
gruelling schedule, facing the 
Yokozuma" and 'O/eki' one after 
another. Trying to join these elite 
ranks, or to knot k them off the top, 
are 13 'Maegashira' or 'Other ranks" 
For each rank there 'are "east" and 
"west" representatives, so there are 
two of each except the top two for 
which there arc as few or as many as 
twenty. 

As you follow the flow of a 
touranment, you will notice that the 
over-all records is far more important 
than what happens on any given day. 
Losses must be taken in stride and 
quickly forgotten. Even though a bout 
may end in seconds, a wrestler must 
be in top form on all 15 days of 
each of the six annual tournaments, 
and often feels compelled to go into 
the ring even when sick or injured. 
Skipping a tournament results in a 
0-15 record and a huge demotion. 
Sumo thus combines i t>e constant 
psychological pressure of a sport like 
professional golf or tennis with the 
skill of judo and the physical 


punishment of American football. 

Sumo fans appreciate courage and 
determination and each tournament 
always manages to throw up a new 
unknown hero who will either 
continue to the top or soon return to 
obscurity. At the moment the 
youngsters with the brightest futures 
are named Akinoshima and 
Kyokudozen. 

Sumo is fun, .so if one hajtpens to be 
in Japan during January, March, May, 
July, September or November, one 
should try and enjoy it. Even if one 
does not understand a word of 
Japanese, if you have access to an 
English language morning paper and 
a TV in the afternoon, would be in a 
position to make sense of what is 
going on. The sports pages will surely 
carry sumo articles and with it, a list of 
the main bouts for the day. There will 
also be a separate list of the names of 
ail the wrestlers and their records so 
far. Using these two lists, and by 
listening to the announcers for the 
names, one will soon be .ible to 
recognise and follow the favourites. 

After all, tourists flot k to Japan to 
experience some original Oriental 
culture, and Sumo wrestling is one 
.Japanese art that can stion be picked 
up by the unintiated • 
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F you drive into Red Road in 
Calcutta with the sprawling Fort 
William on your left, your 
attention is likely to be distraaed by a 
construction projea on the maidan 
(the maidan is the city's equivalent of 
Hyde Park - a sprawling area of green, 
often described as Calcutta's lungs). 

A construction project on the 
maidan ?! That was my first reaction. 

It.transpires that the Army, who 
own the maidan, have decided to 
recall the effort of all those who died 
in liberating Bangladesh in 1971. 

With the 25th Anniversary of that war 
now finally on us, the Army has risen 
to the occasion and decided to build an 
imposing memorial. 

Would it be unpatriotic to raise a* 
few questions on whether we need an 
Army memorial on the maidan? 

* Open areas accessible to the public 
for sport are shrinking in metropolises 


godowns and spare dumps even 
though the construction activity of 
the Metro has almost finished and the 
system is totaUy funaional. 

A part of the maidan is regularly 
given out for keertans and bhajans; 
every third year, a statue is ereaed in 
the honour of some freedom fighters 
long dead and foi^otten. 

* Will the Army's building a 
memorial for its war veterans at a site 
which used to be cheerfully used by 
the city's Sunday crowd for their 
weekend cricket or football, serve any 
practical purpose or utility? Apart 
from foisting down on the citizens the 
memory of a war? Will the citizens 
come and spend their evehings there? 
Or will it just be the focus of a few 
servicemen each time a certain date in 
December is observed as Liberation 
Day, a few photographers invited, a 
few wreaths laid and a couple of 


* Initially, the Army intended to eat 
into the land it had allotted the Indian 
Football Association but relented only 
after the Chief Minister intervened. 
Couldn't the Chief Minister have 
done something for the average 
Calcuttan T 

The Army has also questioned the 
existence of some club tents, on the 
maidan. For instance, the Armenian 
Club, which they say is not 'sportingly 
inclined'. If regularly participating in 
both football and hockey leagues of 
Calcutta and being one of the best 
rugby teams in the country does not 
classify as "sporting aaivity", then 
what does? 

I write all this not as a dispassionate 
critic, but as an interested and affected 
individual. I have spent the youth of 
my life playing on precisely the same 
spot where today is the makings of the 
memorial. It is the same spot captured 



like Calcutta. They are shrinking in 
more senses than one. Firstly, no new 
maidans are being developed even as 
the population keeps growing. 
Secondly, the green areas available to 
the city have been conveniently 
appropriated by a number of 
agencies—Calcutta's underground 
railway system has cannibalised vast 
open spaces and converted them into 
66 


pictures in the papers the next 
morning? 

* The land belongs to the Army and 
it can well argue that it is free to do 
whatever it wishes with it. My 
question is: Is it so important to flout 
the environmental question? Could 
the Army's planners not have devised 
an alternative plan of honouring their 
dead? 


in film in Scyld Berry's 
Cricketwallah'. It is the same spot on 
which my father played his cricket in 
the Fifties and on the patch I expected 
my son would ten years from now. 

Sadly it won't happen. A number of 
intending cricketers in Calcutta will 
have to make do with watching 'Aap 
ICiAda/at'in the weekends- • 

Mudar Patherya 
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Savour the colourful magnificence 
between the covers of the Official 
Yearbook for the Wills World Cup 1996 
Historic moments, arresting anecdote: 
spectacular action, mind-boggling 
statistics. Covering every aspect of ^ 
the glorious game 

The Official Pocketbook for the Wills \i 
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"My job depends on deadlines. 


which means I have no time for long petrol lines during the day. With the best petrol 
fiuf average, the 4S Champion was an obvious choice when I went in for a 
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vehicle.ln every way the Champion is like me. 

end we both have to 
deliver, what we promise. 
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*This is an authentic customer statement. 

• Biggsr brak* drum* tor nut* • shot stopping • Coriani Front Suspsnsion with adiusyMs roar shook absorbws 
for smoothsr rfdss • Powsrful as sratt hsadismp. • Fros Maintsnanos tor 1 fidl yoer saolusivaiy trom 8aia|. 
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Fniati Azhariiddn; lalks 
on a lies! of topics ui an 
Fsive interview 




It vi'u rc.illv Iopl' your inopyil (tind wt- thint you 
do), you'll insiil oil Kinuin. Servo Uonuinu 
21' 2oi>m A retfolulion.iry enyinc oil specidlly 
dewloi'id tor nio|it;d'> 

Kiriiiii- t'crv’o Oeiiuiru.’ 2T ZiKUfl hai l>een 
iruliyeiiou>ly (.Ifveloped at lndianotri< l^&D Centre, 
one ol A■•ll^^ most advaiieed The' Kinetie Servei 


Hovp you choose 
your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


Genuine 2T Zoom heljis beep your engine clean 
and healthy Thereby making your engine 
perform belter Day alter day Year after year 

Asb tor Kinetie Servo Genuine 2T Ztxim at 
Indianoil petroi stations' or vehicle and service 
dealer of Kinetic Engineering It's one way 
tif telling your moped how much you care! 



lanenc sbrvo gbnuinb 2t zoom 

Because 50cc engines need lOOS? care 
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EDITORIAL 



T yhc question one 
eonlrontsmore often 
than not these days is 
which team does one put 
one's money on for the 
lortlh'ominf; Wills World Cup. I 
don‘t ftamhie, so I wotildn't like to 
stick my m\k out, well at least not 


so early. Mayhe if you keep 
leadinp Spori-.world as the World 
Cup comes ne.ircr, you might be 
treated to such speculation. I'm 
sure you will. 

Nevertheless, lielore wc even 


CO n template on indulging in 
predictions, let us take a look at 
our own team and their 
shortcomings. 

Isn't it obvious that our major 
drawback in the limited version of 
the game is first fielding and then 
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MOTIVAT 


MANSUR ALI 
KHAN PAT AUDI 
writes on what ails 
Indian cricket and 
what needs to be 
done, before the 
upcoming World Cup 


secondly not being able to organise 
ourselves either to restrict the 
opposition to a certain number of 
runs or to achieve a target within a 
prescribed number of overs? 

Simply put, we are unable to 
motivate ourselves. Indeed, this 
has been the bane of Indian 
cricket for almost a decade now 
and this in spite of the fact that 
right through this period we have 
had a good team. This trend is both 
disheartening and annoying. Why 
is it that we tend to miss out when 
it comes to actually performing on 



Simply put, we are 
unable to motivate 
ourselves. Indeed, this 
has been the bane of 
Indian cricket for 
almost a decade now 
and this, inspite of the 
fact that right through 
this period, we have had 
a good team 




the field, especially when the 
chips are down ? If we are going 
downhiil, it seems we continue 
that way. Why is it that nobody 
can come up with a rescue act the 
kind Michael Bevan pulled off the 
other day against the West Indies? 

And I don't mean to point a 
huger Only at our present team. 
This has been happening for years 







seniors in a team don 'i come 
forward to help the captain. More 
unfortunately, not only have jve 
been .short on motivation, but wc 
also have to accept the fact that tve 
don't score highly on strategy 
either. 

J was asked recently how we 



now and clearly the leadership went about motivating players in 

has lailed in our days. All wt* could really tell 

motivating the team. We haven't the players was that they simply 

had anybody to instil confidence had to do well lor the country, 

in Indian cricket, like Imran Khan though frankly I think the 
managed to dot o Pakistan. doing-well-for-the-country bit 

Mind you,again I'm not only can be a trifle vague. But at that 

blaming Mohammad Azharuddin point of time there was no way 
because it is almost becoming a you could motivate the players 
fashion in Indian cricket that the with money because you only got 


250 rupees to play a Test match 
anyway. So for the want of a 
money incentive, one didn't really 
have a choice but to use the 
patriotic line. 

Today, of course, most sides 
have professional motivators who 
talk to the players either 
collectively or individually. 
However, what is clear though Is 
that you cannot motivate a player 
by purely harping on the 
do-your-best‘for India stuff. And I 
quite agree with the captain when 
he keeps repeating the above 
sentiment. As far as the captain is 
concerned, 1 feel his personal life 
should be left up to him to decide 



Mind you. I'm not only 
blaming Mohammad 
Azharuddin. Why it 
seems that it is almost 
becoming a fashion in 
Indian cricket that the 
seniors in a team don't 
come forward to help 
the captain 



on. Of course when it comes to 
your personal life it is difficult to . 
balance it with your professional 
life and that's why very few have 
managed to do this successfully. 

Obviously, India needs a 
captain who can put all this aside 
and lead from the front. We want 
to see a professional skipper, who 
will not allow his personal life to 
affect the captaincy. And if A/.har 
chooses to retaliate, it should only 
come through the field and 
though no other medium. 

The World Cup, Isuppo.se will 
be the perfect opportunity for 
Azhar to show that he can balance 
everything, both on the personal 
and professional front. % 




'-U'ik 




yr.r 




OME people in this world are 
destined for greatness and 
Imran Khan is surely one of 
them. From leading the 
Pakistan cricket team, to waging a 
personal crusade against cancer and 
the substandard education system in 
Pakistan, Imran has always fought 
from the front. In the process, he has 
won the hearts of millions. 

He may be a man of some 
contradiaions, but the bottom line, 
which nobody can deny, is that he is a 
committed and a fiercely patriotic 
person, who has never bargained 
when it has come to national/ 
persona] ambitions and targets. 

Which is why even today 
thousands worship him and are 
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Imran Khan in Ironl of his cancer hospital in 
Lahore, anri (inset) with wife Jemima calling 
on a patient 


MOINIJODIN HAW* 


playing a vital role in ensuring the 
Shaukat Khanum memorial cancer 
hospital is operational in Lahore. 
Which is also why many still harbour 
the hope that he may once again turn 
saviour for the cricket team and 
return as selertor, manager or coach 
to reverse the fortunes of Pakistan 
cricket. 

Imran, however, harbours no such 
ambitions and has made it clear that 
he has neither the time nor the 
interest to get involved in cricket once 
again, in any capacity. For the 
moment, all his time is being taken up 
by the Shaukat Khanum hospital, 
built in memory of his mother, and his 
latest crusade aimed at 




PROFILE 


IMRAN KHAN 

Fighting A 
New Battle 

The former Pakistani captain speaks out in 
a forthright interview 


revolutionizing the education system 
of his country. 

In the past, it was always easy 
talking or writing about Imran as the 
topic around him only involved 
cricket. Today things are different, 
one cannot meet him unless one can 
convince him that the meeting 
concerns the hospital. Cricket for him 
today is secondary, atleast that is the 
impression he gives. 

Scenario: Imran Khan dressed 
immaculately in a white salwar 
kameez holds fort in his small office 
located at one comer of the hospital 
grounds. Surrounded by his 
numerous trophies and pictures, he is 
forever busy on the phone, 
convincing someone to make a 
donation or discussing plans with 
someone else about his zakat 
campaign. 

Free from the telephones, someone 
walks into the office and informs him 
that Hasib Ahsan is on the line, Imran 
aware of the time constraints, asks 
him to call later. 

“I don't understand what is 
happening these days, why can't they 
(Government) understand that this is 
not my hospital, it is for the people and 
if they offer any support or help, it 
would be for the benefit of the masses 
not me or my family" states a agitated 
Imran. 

The reason for his agitated state of 
mind, is the continuing problems and 
harrassment he faces at the hands of 
the Government officials. 

"They have refused one way or the 
other to allow us to use any venue lor 
our school campaign, which we 
wanted to have this month to raise 
much required funds". He emphasises 
that children have always been a 
major force behind the construction 
of the hospital and he had hoped to 
collect a iot of funds from his 
campaign for the hospital's zakat 
fund. The school campaign has now 
been cancelled. 

Imran makes no bones of the fact 
that the hospital is facing a financial 
crisis, since a lot of funds are required 
to keep it running and offer free 
treatment to the patients who come 
from every nook and comer of the 


country. 

"From December 1994 to date 
21,04} patients have received support 
from our Zakat fund, which had Rs 9 
crores plus last December, from 
which we have spent Rs 64,305,3 52 
until now. Some 17,000 patients have 
received full support from the fund, 
some of them not even able to pay the 
registration fee of Rs. 50 on arrival". 

When his attention is drawn to the 
fact that there are allegations that only 
people willing to pay are given 
treatment at the Shaukat Khanum 
hospital, Imran laughs and says if this 
was true then Rs six crores would not 
have been spent from the zakat fund 
in one year s tune. 

"You should see some of the so 
called well off people who come here 
for treatment, some of them even tell 
lies to gel free treatment" he 
continues. Recounting, Imran says 
that only Rs 2,032,820 have been paid 
by patients in one years time and they 
also received partial support from the 
hospital. 

The former Pakistan captain is also 
clearly disgusted with the vicious 
campaign being carried out against 
him and the hospital in some sections 
of the press. "It boils my blood to read 
about people like Sarfraz Nawaz 
telling blatant lies about me oi the 
hospital. What is his charaaer really? 
It is sad that people like him are today 
appointed advisors to the Prime 
Minister. 

He says such people don't even care 
or realise about the damage they are 


doing to the poor people of the 
country, who arc now able to get 
modem treatment at the hospital like 
never before. 

He says what is also unfortunate is 
that while’ the western media has 
been carrying out a campaign to 
malign him, some sections of the 
national press have very conveniently 
lifted such baseless stories about his 
personal life and without verifying 
them reproduced them in Pakistan. 

Imran then personally takes us on a 
inspection visit of the hospital, which 
is certainly impressive and has the 
latest technology for the prevention 
and treatment t)f cancer patients, 
though it is still to be completely 
constructed. 

The myth that only people willing 
tt» pay arc given treatment at the 
hospital is quickly shattered, as one 
visits the outpatients department 
which is now operational with some 
20 beds and where the majority of the 
beds are occupied by people belonging 
to that segment of society, who 
certainly cannot afford to spend even 
a few thousand rupees for medical 
treatment. Some of them have come 
to the hospital even from Afghanistan 
and Chitral. 

A woman from Muridke, Kausar 
Shafiq, whose daughter has been 
treated for a cancerous lump at the 
hospital for the last eight months, is 
appalled when informed about the 
reports that the hospital only provides 
treatment to the rich and famous. 

"No, No this is not true, (Imran has 
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very conveniently slipped away from 
the spot), my daughter has received 
treatment here absolutely free, no one 
has even asked for any money, may 
God bless Imran and his family, he has 
done something ior the masses and 
may God give him more". 

Back in liis office and Imran is 
finally persuaded to speak on cricket. 

"1 ook first ol all let me clarity that 1 
am not interested m making a 
comeback in any capacity. 1 just don't 
have the time for cricket these days, 
the hospital and other projects take up 
most of my time, 1 cannot commit 
myself to cricket once again. 

'All this talk about me saying that 
the Board is ignoring me and not 
utilising my experience is rttbbisii 1 
have never said such a thing in that 
connection ". Imran stresses that he 
would never like to get any post in the 
(ticket set up by begging for it. "That's 
not my style, why should I want a post 
now, when I have got everything 
from the game". 

He maintains that he is also averse 
to getting involved in the game again 
as in the past when he sinierely tried to 
help out by advising the Board to 
appoint Wastm Akram as captain, he 
was greatly misunderstood and came 
in for a lot ol flak in the national press. 

"All I believed and still believe is 
that Wasirn was the right choice for 
the captaincy, since he was young, a 
ceiiam playing member of the team 
and had the (|iialities to settle down 
lino a good leader ol men'". 

He also ifisniisses suggestions tha.l 
he only nmied for VVasiiu as captain 
Mine he vsanied to get his bark on ; 
.laved Mi.inriad 'It is not true, .laved 
anil 1 ah\,!\- had a very good 
imdersiaiidu i uhen playing loi 
Pakistan, lu ■ ■ helped me a lot in my 
hind lolleiuoi. hu e lor the hospital, 1 
doii"t know uh ■: u.is haitpened now. 
But 1 have a let laiv- he has been 
misled by some \ e id nieresis"'. 

He also discloses til n huedhad 
even suggested to the Ih.anl ihai tin 
should appoint him (Innaui as 
manager alter the Aiisiialia an.i New 
Zealand tours in 1902/‘)t, sime ihe 
Imran faols that Wasirn Akram should be given 
more tima to prove himself as a captain and a 
motivator ^ me team 
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players were indisciplined and he 
could not control them. 

"Anyway even today I believe 
Wasim is the best choice to lead the 
team. What is necessary is that the 
Board give him time to settle down 
and get to know the players better. It is 
impossible for any capta into get 
results overnight, he requires time to 
gel his confidence flowing." Imran is 
■ honest enough to admit that even he 
did not become a good leader 
overnight, "I took time to know my 
players and decide wlio was best for 
the team". 

Imran has no doubt that the 
problems conlronting the Pakistan 
; team today are because the Board has 
adopted impractical policies. "You 
change four captains in one year's time 
and expect the team to win, this is 
foolish". 

"You bring hack Salim Malik into 
the team without clarifying anything, 
after keeping him out for eight 
months giving the impression that he 
was involved in gambling and betting, 
and you want the team to win, this is 
impossible". 

Imran says that the Board is bound 
to come clean on the allegations of 
betting and indiscipline pending 
against some players. "Unless this is 
done, nothing is going to change for 
the better. How do we know which 
player is sincere to the team and 
I country” 

He says the authorities must come 
clean once and for all, and inform the 
masses which player was involved in 
unethical practices, ".fust bringing 
back Malik and Eja•^ because the team 
is losing is not on, what happens in the 
future or in the World Cup? I say be 
honest about the whole bribery and 
betting issue, if some player has been 
wrongly accused, it should be made 
clear, so that people can have 
confidence in him and trust him". 

Imran also argues that a team which 
even has a few players willing to 
sacrifice their team and national 
interest for a few bucks can never win 
or become a world beating 
combination." A team wins because it 
has pride in itself and the players are 
motivated enough to play for the 

MOINUDDIN HAMID 


country. Look at what happened in 
the 1992 World Cup, we won because 
the players wanted to win and prove 
themselves to be the best, they were 
not willing to bargain on this". 

He maintains that 50 per cent of 
cricket is played in the mind and rest is 
physical, when the mind is not clear, 
how do you expect a team to win ora 
player to perform to optinum level? 

The former Pakistan captain is 
adament that a lot of air has to be 
cleared in the Pakistan team. "Rashid 
Latif accused Malik, Intikhab Alam 
and other players of selling the team in 
a press conference and made other 
statements, yet today he is back in the 
side and jtlaying alongside the same 
people. Yet we want the players to do 
well, how can this be? One should be 
practical in his outlook". 

He repeats that there-is at present a 
lot of contradiction and contusion in 
Pakistan cricket, which has to be 
cleared before the World Cup, il the 
team wants to win. He has no doubt 
that the country has the talent to win 
the World Cup, provided the team 
plays like a team. 

Asked to comment on the general 
feeling that he did immense damage 
to Pakistan cricket by confessing to 
ball tampering, Imran concedes this, 
but points out that he is a human 
being and prone to mistakes. "The 
bottom line is being honest, mistakes 
happen". 

Finally the perennial question on 
everybody's lips these days. 

Do you harbour any ambitions to 
become the future Prime Minister ol 
the country? 

"No such thing, look 1 have got 
everything in life, respect, wealth and 
fame from cricket itself, why should I 
yearn lor more? Why does a person 
come into politics, for these very 
reasons is it not'> I already have 
wealth, respect and fame, the only 
reason I would want to enter politics 
would be to serve the people and 
change the system for the better. 

Right now a person like myself cannot 
adjust in the existing system, since it is 
loo rotten and corrupt. Unless we 
don't change this system, things will 
drag on as they are already doing." • 

COURTESY THE CRICKETER. PAKISTAN O 


COVER 


STORY 



A < 

Says Mohammad 
Azharuddin in an 
exclusive interview 


''WE HAVE 
THE ABILITY 
AND 
HUNGER 
TO WIN 
THE CUP" 


INTERVIEWED BY SABYASACHI 
SARKAR, HYDERABAD 



Do you think the series against 
New Zealand was the ideal start 
to our preparations for the World 
Cup? 

Frankly, we could have done with 
more crk kei. Moreover, too many 
days were lost due to rain in that 
seiies. But there was nothing we 
could doahoui it. You'see, the board 
chtK)ses the venue. Our job is to go out 
and pla\ 


to succeed. I mean, the collective will 
to win. 

How has this will to succeed 
manifested itself in the team? 

Well, the boys have realised that they 
need to field better to be able to witj 
the World Cup. When they plav 
domestic cricket before the Wo- 
Cup, they should concentrau *i this 
aspect. For some, it may be ogh to 
learn and improve at this .age, but 
there shs>uld not be an\ lack of effort. 

Again, coming to bowling, we did 
not bowl that badK against the Kiwis. 
It has come on nuely, though bowling 
in the slog ovei s does remain a 
problem. We have to improve in this 
department. Hopefully, at the 
pre-World Cup camp in Bangalore, 
we'll be able to sort it out. On our 
pitches, it can sometimes get really 
difficult to keep a check on the run 
flow, when the slog is on. Anyway, 1 
would like our bowlers to be more 
tight and restriaive during the slog 
overs. 

What about the batting? Do you 
really believe that we have a 


As a captain, you have not lost a 
Test series im a one day 
tournament at home—It's no 
doubt an enviable record. 

Hopefully, it wil. s.,.\ bkethat. 

Is there a recipe tor this success? 

You see. the credit goes m tb.c team. 
Of course, we've consisu niK n icd 
and worked hardtogethci lot ihis 
You could attribute the reettrd lo 



When 1 was quiet and 
did not Speak much, 
people said that I was 
mild and could not 
exercise authority. But 
when I try to assert 
myself, they say that I 
have become intolerant, 
aggressive and proud 
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Ha it not • ponon who duckt and avoidt 
ihuotiont. ho't thraiBht and thniiia. 
Somotinm, too ttraigbt 

Strong and balanced line-up? 

Our batting is not only balanced but 
also well-settled. But you know, we 
could have done better against the 
Kiwis. There was room for 
improvement. 

As a morale booster before the 
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I'm not saying that Ajay 
Jadeja is not a good 
opener. But, in ail 
fairness, Prabhakar has 
been consistent while 
there can be no doubt 
that Sachin is the 
best-equipped to give 
the batting a head start 
in the first fifteen overs 
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World Cup, don't you think that 
the victory against New Zealand 
should have been more 
convincing? A 3-2 margin against 
a depleted Kiwi side doesn't 
really see m very impressive. 

Yes, I think so. Three wins were not 
enough. However, it's not that bad 
too, if you consider that New Zealand 
are not such an ordinary side as they 
were made out to be. They too have 
some class players. 
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Coming back to batting, was it fair 
to have continued with ManoJ 
Prabhakar and Sachin Tendulkar 
as openers? There are many like 
Sandeep Patil and Tiger Pataudi 
who feel Sachin shouldn't open? 

Why^ What's the problem? Look, I 
am not saying that Ajay Jadcja is not a 
good opener. But, in all fairness. 



h was just the opposite 
in the last World Cup. 
After a long tour of 
Australia, the players 
were tired and 
exhausted in 1992. This 
time—who knows? It 
might actually help us to 
be fresh, at the start of 
the Cup. What we need 
is topeak at the right 


Manoj li.isl i-i M lonsisicnt, while 
there (,in he ee that Sachin is 
lliehesi eiiiiip'.ieii togive the hattinga 
headsian in iln' hisi litieen overs. It is 
unlotliinaie th.n I'e liidn'i gel the liig 
Si ores that people e. pei u'd Irorn him 
m I lie New l^eauintl *.01 k-s Besides. 
A|av has peiiormed well ,11 his 
numhei six position. Ai ihe niomeni, I 
don'i see any leason lor .11 hange. 


But shouldn't our batting line-up 
be flexible according to the 
12 




situation. For instance in the 
Nagpur game against the Kiwis, 
you weren't flexible—perhaps a 
bit too strait-jacketed? 

Wc were looking for a stable and solid 
Man. Wc didn't want to lose too many 
wickets at the outset. That's the 
reason wc opted for Sachin and Mannj 
in that match. 

Do you agree that for the World 
Cup, we need a real hard hitter for 
the number six slot. Is Jadeja the 
right man—someone who can 
accelerate as and when the team 
needs quick runs.? 

1 don't think we should field a hard 
hitter just because we have to. 
Anyway, Ajay is batting well at 
number six, isn't he,'That apart, he is 
such a goud helder. 

So are you saying that the team is 
so well-balanced that nothing 
needs to be changed for the World 
Cup? 

No, no, I'm not saying that. 1 will be 
haitpy to have another genuine all 
rttunder in the side. 

Almost every team participating 
in the World Cup has been busy 
with their international schedule, 
playing matches regularly. We 
have no international matches 
between the New Zealand series 
and the Cup. Are you happy with 
this scenario? 

1 don't really know. It wa.s jttst the 
opposite in the last World t"up. Altera 
long tour ol Australia, the players 
were tired and exhausted in I ‘>02. 

This time—wlto knows' It mtghi 
actually help us to be fresh at the start 
ol the Cup. What we need is to peak at 
the right time. I hope we ll be able to 
do that. 

Do you actually believe that this 
side can be the world champions? 


AjH Wadekar and Azhan will thay be abla 
to forge a Cup-winning atmtagy? 
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Azhar imistt that ba haan’l changad at a 
panon avan though thara are many who 
fool ho has bocomo vary arrogant 

I should ihink so. We have the abiiny 
and hunger—yes we have ii Ii ynii 
take the mental aspect, I think we ' e 
done this. Take the last New Zealand 
series, we did come back from a defeat 
in the first game to take a 2-1 lead. 
Again, we came back after a big loss in 
Nagpur—why shouldn't I believe 
that we don't have the potential to 
win the Cup? 

You've always been critical of the 
Indian team's fielding. What do 
you think the team should do to 
improve their fielding? 

You can't improve overnight. But still, 
with persistent efforts, you can 
improve. One of the ways is to work 
overtime at t he nets. It's not just 
enough if you practise with the team 
only as per the schedule. The urge to 
cxcell must be there. My advice is; 
they should take 100 to 150 catches a 
day, if not more, leading up to the 

Thu luxurfM of IKu may havt chmgad... 







tiM maiia an peitrayina Tartar 
(aalmaa riffiitl aa tha hmnadlaia Ihraat to 
Adwr’seaitiaiiicy 


■RASHBEHAfll DA' 


World Cup. The hands should get 
used 10 the feel of the ball, so that 
when the catches come, they stick. 

Inconsistency is a problem that 
has plagued Indian cricket. Do 
you recognise this and how do 
you plan to deal with it? 

Yes perhaps, it is a deficicnc y. The 
players need a bit of a dressing-down 
every now and tlten. It has become 
common for players lo feel the need to 
be reminded about certain things. 

Critics often subscribe to the view 
that you, a.s a captain, have a 
mental block against players who 
have passed the age of 30, like 
Prabhakar, Sidhu and Manjrekar? 

Keh kabhi bhola nahin. Who's saying 
that? Do you really believe it? I've 
never felt or said things like that nor 
do I encourage such thoughts. As long 
as a player is fit and is performing, it's 
totally unimportant whether he's 30 
or 40. It doesn't matter, as long as you 
are able to meet the requirements t)f 
the side. 

How do you think the 'A' team 
experiment has worked? 


We have a good second side now. 
Some of them are really good and ili<-y 
are already in the reckoning lor 
selection. It's good that some of the 
men in the senior side are lacing 
competition. It's good for the Indian 
team. 

Having watched the Kiwis and 
then on television, the Sri 
Lankan, Aussies, and West Indian 
teams how do you rate the fitness 
of our side? 


Frankly speaking, each jtiayer should 
know, whether he is fit or not. I've 
known players who take the field less 
than half fit and perform well for the 
side. I am not boasting or anything. 




You can't improve 
(fielding) overnight. But 
still, with persistent 
efforts, you can 
improve. One of the 
ways is to work 
overtime at the nets. It's 
not just enough if you 
practise with the team 
only as per the 
schedule. The urge to 
excel must be there. 


but in the Pune one day international 
against the Kiwis, 1 baited with a 
bruised hand. It's a mailer of personal 
understanding. Sometimes, when 
one thinks one is fit, one might be 
wrong. My point is that the team 
should not suffer because of any 
individual's fitness prolilem. 

There are many people who have 
known you who feel that you've 
become a bit arrogant, of late? Is 
that true? 

Have I? Strange. When 1 was (piici and 
didn't speak much, they said I was 
mild and could not exercise authority. 
Now, when 1 try to assert myself, they 
say that 1 have become intolerant, 
aggressive and that 1 have become 
proud. 

Has Mohammad Azharuddin the 
person changed as a person over 
the years? 

Do you think so? I don't. Frankly 
speaking, my inner self has never 
changed, nor will it change. 1 follow 
certain principles. I believe in 
humility and fate. My basic attitude to 
life stems from what 1 have learnt 
Irom my grandfather—it will never 
change • 
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PERSPECTIVE 


Shaken, but not 

stirred! 

When the going gets tough the tough get going. Will that be the case 
with the West Indies cruket team, or are they out of it? 


FROM DAVID McMAHON, 
MELBOURNE 


I 


SI wriic this, the team that 
once ruled world cricket, 
the West Indies, have a 
lairly miserable record on 
ilie current tour of Australia. They 
have just lost their fourth straight 
World Series game and are at the 
bottom of the ladder, under the home 
team and Sri Lanka. Furthermore, 
they have won only one of the ten 
matches they have played on this 
tour, and even that win was nothing 
to write home about, because it came 
in the match against a Queensland 
second XI in Toowomba. In the course 
of this amazing losing streak, they 
have been beaten comprehensively 
by the lads from the Australian 
Cricket Academy Since then, they 
have beaten the Sri Lankans twice 
quite handsomely even showing 
traces of their old lire. 

Yet, it has not been an easy time lor 
the West Indian cricketers. They lost 
the scries to Austialia 2-1 on West 
Indian soil, and then drew the senes 


! 

I 
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against Lngland 2-2. How long can the 
West Indies go without winning? 
Mind you, they came pretty close on 
New Year's Day to reversing the 
terrible run of form in a World Series 
game, with Australia snatching an 
improbable victory off the last ball tif 
the match. To start with, Courtney 
Walsh was captaining the side in the 
absence of Richardson, who had failed 
a fitness test for a damaged hamstring. 
Uneaty lim tfw liMd that waan tha crown. 
Richia Richardson, hat had to faca a lot of Rak 
altar tha Watt Indiat' ditinal parfoimanca in 
meant timat, and tharo hat baan talk about 
roffloving him from captaincy 


Perhaps the only thing more amazing 
than Australia's victory was the faa 
that Bevan has played four one-day 
internationals this season, has scored 
170 runs and has not been dismissed 
even once. 

Michael Bevan was calm after his 
heroics. "1 said to myself at the start, 
'just hang around the end'. Even if we 
didn't win, 1 thought we could still get 
close and if I was still there, we might 
have a chance. The run rate never got 
more than seven an over. So I didn't 
need to go berserk, just pick up the 
singles and hit the odd boundary. We 
knew Ambrose and Walsh only had 
four out of the last seven overs, so we 
went for the three overs from the 
others." Mark Taylor was thankful for 
the win, but as straightforward as ever, 
"It was a win we didn't deserve, but 
thanks to Michael Bevan we got 
home." For his part, stand-in captain 
Courtney Walsh hid his ‘ 

disappointment well. "To have the j 

last ball hit for four is a little hard, but i 
the boys are in very good spirits right i 
now because they know they've put I 

in a big effort in the field," he said. j 

In the meantime, there have been 
other sensational things happening as 
well. Sri Lankan spinner Mutliah 
Muralidaran was called lor throwing 
during the Melbourne Test. 

Australian umpire Darrell Hair called 
the 23-year-old spinner sevcm times 
in thiee overs on Boxing l)a\, !■ it 
after he switched ends he was not 
called again by the umpire at the other 
end. New Zealand's Steve Dunne. 

Hair then warned Sri Lankan officials 
at the tea break that he would call off 
the spinner if he bowled again. The 
curious thing is that he has played 


more than 20 Tests around the world 
and this is the first time his action has 
been questioned. 

If the Sri Lankans, charged with ball 
tampering in the first Test and then 
exonerated by the ICC, were amazed 
at Hair's decision, so loo was Allan 
Border. "It's a tough call, no-balling a 
guy out of his livelihood when he 
hasn't been no-balled in 23 Tests," 
said the Australian captain. "They 
should have just let it go. or dealt witli 
it behind closed doors." Boidei said 
while he thought the off-spinner had 
a "very strange and suspect" action, it 
was wrong to have called him lor 
throwing from the bowler's end when 
that umpire's job was to watch the 
bowler's feet for no-balls. 

"The umpires have obviously 
talked about it and expressed some 
concern about his action." Border said. 
"It hasn't happened in history before 
so obviously he went out there with 
the express intention of vs'atchmg his 
action and calling him. 1 don't know 
that he straightens his elbow all the 
time." Richie Richardson was also 
puzzled at the turn of events. "I don't 
think he throws the ball, he's lusi 
unorthodox," Richardson said. "It s 
kind ol strange that he's been bowling 
a lot and has never been called." 

However, they released a statement 
that claimed it had long been 
concerned at Muralidaran's bowling 
action and that Hair w.is one ol a 
number of officials who had 
previously expressed concern. Sn 
Lankan coach Dave Whaitnore (a 
former Australian Test batsman) said 
he wanted to ktiow why just seven 
deliveries out of a possible 228 by 
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Muralulni.m were iiidgcd lo be illcsnl. 
"In cei liiin iHsi.inccs it was i uled there 
was sf'MU'iliiiii; (lillereiil in hisaciion 
and we wniild like the iimitire to lell 
IIS what ii w.-s.ii !iie end of tfie game,' 
Whatmoie ' We wani the 
umpires' mieipu la'ion of where he is 
going wioiig, 111(1 \\r ;i jifi iliai ai the 
end of the mail i tu n '.vi''II see hut 
wecan'i deten..itu- il,,.; eniil fie 
(Hair) tells us w hn in- liiJ wrong " 
The otlier ein keier i u, u ntlv m 
Australia who lias eopped mine tlian 
his lair share of iriticisin I'.mI ionise 
Richie Richardson, but iie is lakiiig it 
fairlypliiloso)iliically. "Wean not 
doing well, I exjiei t people lomtinse. 


captaincy! But aetoiding to tfie man 
under fire.' As you tan see we've been 
training very hard aiul it's up to us to 
put things right It's a tombination of 
things and if we laii get a win ot two it 
may bring our confidence back. 

Losing becomes more a problem 
because it becomes a habit and we 
don't want it to become a habit. We've 
got to get a win pretty quickly. I don't 
think I'm missing all that much, 
because I leel pretty good batting. Just 
a bit of confidence perhaps." 

And the cricketing world knows 
that the most dangerous thing on a 
cricket field is a hurt West Indian ego. 
Beware • 












































WORLD CUP 




I Which was the 
I «batsman who faced 
the first ball in World Cup 
cricket? 

"■j While being 
. introduced to the 
Queen during the '75 
World Cup, who told her, 
"G'DayQuecnl?"^ 

> At what time did the 
.y final of the'75 World 
Cup end? 


4 Two Sri Lankans 
■ were sent to hospiul 
by Jeff Thomson in the 
'75 World Cup. One was 
Sidath Weitimuny. Who 
was the other? 

jr WhohookpdUllee 
* . fora six but was out 
hit-wicket in the '75 World 
Cup final? 

6 Who holds the record 
• for the best bowling 
performance in a World 
Cup match? 



I z 



’•y A team was bowled B) A hard -hitting bui 

•• . out in a '79 World under-estimated batsman. 
Cup match for what is still who will be holding up his 
the lowest score ever in a team's middle order in the 
one-day international. '96 tournament? 

Which team was it and 
what was the score? 

Q What record did t , , He played Test 

O - Zaheer Abbas create | c • cricket for South 

against New Zealand in the Africa and played for 
'83 World Cup? another country in the 

Q ChetanSharmaisthe World Cup. Who was he? 

./.onlybowlertohave , . Only one Indian 

taken a hat-trick in the f > j,as the 

World Cup. It was against distinction of having 

New Zealand at Nagpur in carried his bat through a 
the '87 World Cup. What complete irmings. Who 

was the other highlight of jjc jjij 

the match? score? 

I Who holds the 

A) Who is this top-order I Z. . record for the 
batsman who will feature highest individual innings 

in the Wills World Cup? in a World Cup match? 






How many runs 
y . did the current 


World Cup champions 
Pakistan beat En^nd in 
the '92 World Cup final? 


I A How many teams 
I ^ are participating 


in the Wills World Cup, 
'967 Name the debutant 
teams? 


f “ The record for 
y »most career runs 


made and wickets taken 
are held by Pakistanis. 
Name them? 


C) If England bring a 
spinner to this World Cup, 
it will be this man. Who is 
he? 


What is the total 
, number of 
matches to be played in the 
'96 World Cup? 


What is the most 


1 7 .economic 
analysis in a World Cup 
mat^? 


Where is the final 


1 S, of the'96 World 

Cup going to be held? 


ANSWERS 


1. John Jameson of England at Lord's in 1975, 

2. Dennis Lillee. 

3. 8.42 P.M. 

4. Duieep Mendis. 

5. Roy Fredericks. 

6. Winston Davis. 7 for 51. West Indies Vs. 
Australia. 

7. Canada, all out for 45. 

8 . He became the first player to hit seven 
centuries in one-day intemationals. 

9. Sunil Gavaskar's first century in an one day 
international. 

10. John Traicos of Zimbabwe. 

11. Sunil Gavaskar. 36 against England in the 
'75 World Cup. 

12. Viv Richards, West Indies. 

13. 17 runs. 

14. 12. The debutants are Holland, Kenya and 
United Arab Emirates. 

13. JavedMiandad (1029 at 44.74 from 28 
matches) and Imran Khan (34 wickets at 
19.25 from 28 matches) respectively. 

16. 37.30 in league and 7 in the knockout 
phases. 

17. B.S.Bedl (India): 12-8-6-1 against East 
Africa in'75. 

18. Lahore , Pakistan. 


A) Sherwin Campbell of the West Indies. 

B) Darryl Cullinan of South Afria. 

C) Richard Illingworth, sent cd former 
ctldceter Ray Illingworth. 

Compilad by Rajniah Agaiwai, Viahakapatnam 
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NHTSUBISHI OIL 

lechnology for clean energy 



Don't smother your brand new bike with an engine oil that 
convertsfuel into pure smoke instead ofpure pouter. 


■css smaicc 

(k?t MitsubMti Low Smoke 2T. India’s first engirw oil to meetji^n s 
highest <p 4 alit)’ specification - theJASO FC standards. 





Which means Mitsubipi's smoke control recfuirenumts are 80% Iwtier and its 
exhaust port blockage control UK)% higher than any ordinary JToil in India. 



Moreover it has the optimum PIB content - the additive 
that ensures complete combustton and maximum engine 
power. The visible proof of which is of course the emission 
you uon't see. Kick off mth Unv Smoke 2T. Your bike mil 
agree it's the cleanest slx)W of power. 



A MITSUBISHI OIL 

Low Smoke 2T 













WORLD CUP SPECIAL 


® A Man For 
All Seasons 



A lean patch looked like putting David Boon's career into 
cold storage. There were chances this prolific World Cup 
scorer would not be playing this World Cup. But he's 
come back in the way he knows best 


\ PART from the 
legendary Allan 
Border only one 
other 

Australian has played a 
century of Test 
matches—^David Clarence 
Boon. The chunky 
right-handed batsman is 
the most senior cricketer in 
the Australian ranks since 
Border retired from the 
international scene after 
the tour of South Africa last 
year. Boon has had a great 
stay over the years but he 
has been experiencing a 
lean trot in the last three 
series, if judged by his 
record. 

On December 29, Boon 
was 35. Therefore, in all 
likelihood, he is close to 
calling it a day 111 another 
couple ol year. But before 
he actually hangs up his 
cricketing boots. Boon was 
hoping to forget the 
drought of runs in reteni 
times. Australia managed 
to keep their title of the 
unofficial champions ol 
Test cricket after that great 
triumph in the West Indies 
in early 1995 against a 
depicted and disjointed 
Pakistan side in a 
24 


three-match Test scries. 

But their real test came 
against the surprise packets 
of 1995—^Sri Lanka. The 
Lankans recently 
completed a memorable 
first Test series viaory over 
the Pakistanis in Pakistan 
and then completed a fine 
double by annexing the 
triangular Champions 
Trophy in Sharjah in 
October. 

The Australians were 
thirsting for revenge after a 
narrow loss in Pakistan last 
season when the home 
country pulled off a 
remarkable one-wicket 
victory in the first Test in 
Karachi, followed by two 
close escapes from defeat in 
the other two Tests. 

And one man in 
particular was anxious to 
improve his personal 
record especially against 
Pakistan. Yes, David Boon 
averaged 24.69 in eight 
Tests against the Pakistanis 
since 1988-89. But Boon 
did not have much success 
against Pakistan again this 
time around and with 
lailure stalking him in the 
lirst Test against the 
Lankans, there was talk of 


his retrenchment. He was 
even dropped from the 
limited overs team because 
of his lean trot. But in the 
second Test came the 
rejuvenation. 

Boon is a thorough 
Tasmanian. In the history 
of Australian cricket, only a 
handful of cricketers 
played Test for that 
country from the Apple 
Islands. Tasmania's two 
representatives in Test 
cricket in recent times are 
Boon and pace bowler 
Greg Campbell who played 
alongside his illustrious 
Tasmanian teammate in 
the first Test of the Ashes 
series at Headingley in 
1989. 

Both of them were born 
in Launceston. There were 
others like Jack Badcock, 
Ken Burns, Charles fiady, 
Ted McDonald, Roger 
Woolley and Max Walker 
who were all born in 
Tasmania and played Test 
cricket for Australia. 
Walker grew up in 

Ourini dM 1«l WofM Civ. Owid 
Bom MM dw maa ■( A* HMlcIi 
thrieo, bicMhii dio float 






Melbourne and played 
first-class cricket for 
Victoria before his Test 
debut against Pakistan in 
1972-73. It is Boon's 
success that has spurred 
Tasmania cricket to 
success—including an 
unprecedented Sheffield 
Shield triumph. Rick 
Ponting is one example of 
the ever flourishing 
Tasmanian cricket system 
But none of the 
Tasmanian-bom cricketers 
enjoyed such a 
tremendous career as an 
international player as 
Boon. Again, apan from 
Border, none of the others 
h^ve scored the amount of 
Test runs as Boon has. The 
lop five batsmen in terms 
of Test aggregates for 
Australia are Allan Border 
(11,174 runs in 156 Tests), 
Boon (7, 111 in 101), Greg 
Chappell (7,110 in 87), Si- 
Donald Bradman (an 
incredible 6,996 in only 52 
Tests) and Neil Harvey (6, 
149 in 79). 

David Boon has had a 
rough going in recent 
times. His father Clarrie 
died on Feb. 12, 1993, after 
failing a long battle against 
lung cancer while his son 
was on lour with the 
Australian squad in New 
Zealand. Poor David had to 
fly back home to attend the 
funeral but he overcame 
his personal grief quickly to 
return to New Zealand in 
time for the first Test in 
Christchurch. 

H IS mother, Lesley 
Boon, played hockey 
for Tasmania and Australia 
after she first appeared for 
the state as a 16-year-oId 
Lesley Sturzaker. She 
appeared for Australia at 
the age of 20. But her 
marriage to Clarrie in 1958 
put her career on the line. 
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Boon with onottwr illiistriaiic 
oponer Gordon Groonidgo during 
an exhibition motch in Bomboy 


Sensing the responsibility, 
Mrs Boon declined to 
represent her country in 
international hockey in 
1959, instead opting to 
regard her life with Clarrie 
as just as important as any 
flipping hockey match! 

Clarrie Boon was himself 
a sportsman of some 
repute, having played 
A-Grade tennis as well as 
football and kept wicket for 
Launceston High School. 
After playing soccer with 
North Launceston and East 
Launceston, Boon senior 
became coach of the 
Brooke High School Old 
Boys amateur club in 1959. 
That was the beginning of 
his association with the 
Tasmanian Amateur 
Football League. 

David, on the other 
hand, was adept at ball 
games. The future Test 
cricketer was a hazard to 
himself, a lad whose 
hairline hides a multitude 
of scars from various 
wounds. His massive 
trademark moustache 
hides a major scar, 
achieved by catapulting 
himself out of the family 
car and onto the kerbside! 

Boon played hockey and 
soccer in his early days but 
his first organised sporting 
activity was s'Mmnmig So 
morning and mglii .‘ns 
father would lake the 
eight-year-old lu ir.vi.nng 
He wasn't a chamoMn 
swimmer but tnoi c 
importantly, he laughi 
himself the differem e 
between winning anti 
losing. 

He was always a shy 
fellow. Because the other 
chaps were taller than 
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prompted him to end his 
swimming career. 

The youngster himself 
decided that cricket was 
going to be his first love 
after consulting his keen 
parents. 

Simmons instigated the 
Northern Tasmanian 
Cricket Association 
(NTCA)Under-l 5 Cricket 
Week in 1974. Boon amply 
justified his early promise 
with a century and an 
aggregate of 263 runs. But 
the surprising facn to note 
was that he also took 23 
wickets during the week., 

Boon was 15 when first 
picked for the Tasmanian 
under-19s in 1976. A year 
later the national carnival 
was held in Perth and it was 
there that David came 
under the national 
spotlight. He was chosen as 
one of three 
Tasmanians—batsman 
David Hudson and spinner 
Chris Broadby were the 


David with longer arms, he 
really had to work 
nine-pins against them. 

But that didn't seem to 
deter him. 

David attended Charles 
Street Primary School in 
Launceston, where 
Lancashire all-rounder 
Jack Simmons first 
discovered young Boon as 
a cricket prodigy. It was as a 
soccer player that Boon 
was selected to attend 
trials. But his shyness 
overcame him. David was 
found sitting under a tree 
very quietly with other 
boys and wasn't called up 
at the trials. 

But a teacher, who was a 
family friend of the Boons, 
lealised that David hadn't 
been on the field. It was not 
until David was 14 when 
the influence of NTCA 
coach Jack Simmons 







other two—to go to 
Melbourne to play a trial 
match for seleaion for the 
first Australian Under-19 
team to tour Engiand that 
year. 

Boon wasn't selected 
in the Schoolboys XI, 
but he was drafted in after 
South Australian Bruce 
Mitchell was included in 
the Australian Cricket 
Board team. From there 
onwards. Boon was going 
up and up. A century (119) 
batting at No. 9 won him a 
place in the tour party of 15. 

Boon and Broadby also 
toured Sri Lanka with the 
national Under-19 team in 
February 1978. By then 
I both of them were training 
^ with the Tasmanian 
'Sheffield Shield side. 
However, when the 
opening Shield team was 
sclecied, David had lo 
make himself unavailable 
because of his High School 
r Certificate examinations. 



Boon wa^the Tasmanian 
Under-19 captain in 
1978-79. But the state 
selectors decided to pick 
him for the next Shield 
match against Queensland, 
which was preceded by a 
one-day Gillette Cup game. 

Batting at No. 9, Boon 
made 18 not out, which 
also included the winning 
four off the second last ball 
of the game, in the match 
played at the 
Woolioongabba in 
Brisbane. It was no 
ordinary performance as 
Boon struck 10 runs from 
that last over from Phil 
Carlson, who played in a 
couple ot Tests that season 
against England, to put 
Tasmania into the Gillette 
Cup final. 

Six days later. Boon 
faced his first Shield game, 
coming to the crease on a 
pttssible hattrick delivery, 
after Queensland paceman 
Dennis Schuller had 
dismissed Tasmanian 
vice-captain and former 
England batsman John 
Hampshire and 
wicket-keeper Roger 
Woolley, who would later 
precede Boon into the 
Australian Test team. Boon 
survived a bat-pad appeal 
on the first ball and was 
nought not out overnight. 

He went on to compile 22 
on his first-class debut. 

On January 18,1979, 

Boon played against 
England, making 15 in a 
one-day game at the NTCA 
Ground and was relegated 
to twelfth man for the 
three-day match against 
the tourists at the NTCA 
Ground. 

England aaing captain 
Bob Willis said after the 


Boon hooka Chria Lowia in tho 
IBSSLonTaToat 
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very stroke packed with the power, the punch and 
the accumulated strengthof the wiUow. coupled 
wth craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
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onc-day encounter: 

"Young Boon is a nice cut 
of a player certainly, but 
there's too much cockiness 
about him—he's too 
adventurous." 

He represented the 
Australian Under-19 in a 
mini Test' and one-day 
series against England in 
February that year. In the 
winter of 1979, Boon again 
shelved his cricket gear 
temporarily to play football 
with Northern Launceston's 
Under-19s in the Norther n 
Tasmanian Football 
Association. 

A month later he was 
suspended for four weeks 
on a striking charge in the 
Under-] 9s. Boon pleaded 
guilty at the Tribunal that 
he had clobbered an 
opposing player who had 
been hitting a team-mate. 
That was Boon's final 
.season of football because 
of cricket commitments 
and his first knee injury. 

B OON'S first real taste of 
international cricket 
came during the World 
Series Cup in 1983-84 
when Pakistan and the 
West Indies were touring 
Australia. It was a quiet 
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start to Boon's 
international career. 
However, it was not until 
the next season that Boon 
broke into the Test XI. 

And what a baptism it 
was. Boon recalls, "My first 
Test was certainly an 
eventual one, the final 
game of Kim Hughes's 
Australian captaincy. 
Hughes tearfully resigned 
his position amid huge 
controversy at the 
post-match media 
conference." 

" But when the Test 
started at the Gabba, 1 had 
replaced Graham Yallop in 
the playing XI. 
Interestingly, it was Allan 
Border I sat next to in the 
Australian dressing room 
during my first match." On 
a lively track, Australia 
were sent in by Clive Lloyd. 
Boon walked in after the 
fourth wicket had gone for 
81 to face the giant and 
awesome figure 'of Joel 
Garner who had dismissed 
Hughes. Border was the 
not out batsman when 
Boon arrived. The first ball 
faced by the young 
Tasmanian was played to 
mid-on as the batsman 
tried to fend off a full-toss. 


h was the 
Boon-Marsh 
partnership which 
helped the rank 
outsiders Australia 
to pull off the biggest 
one-day triumph 
when they won the 
World Cup on the 
Indian 

sub-continent in 
1987. Australia 
surprised the likes 
of favourites 
Pakistan and India 
to shatter the 
dreams of millions 
who had been 
expecting an 
India-Pakistan final 
in Calcutta 

Boon remembers," The 
ball went to Larry Gomes. 
The single was on, but the 
call from Border was 
somewhat bizarre: Yes! No! 
Wait! Sorry! Come back foi 
two! In the end, I was 
almost run out from my 
first ball in Test cricket!" 

Ironically, Boon's first 
innings in Test cricket 
ended when he got a nick 
to a quick delivery from his 
former Tasmanian 


8oor md MidiMl Slalar 
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teammate Michael Holding 
for 11 as the Australians 
were dismissed for 175. 

In the second innings, 
Boon was the third top 
scorer with a creditable 51 
after Kepler Wessels made 
61 and wicket-keeper 
Wayne Phillips (54). It was 
the first time that Boon 
faced Malcolm Marshall in 
the Test as he recalls an 
incident, "1 had a few runs 
on the board but after a 
while Marshall trotted 
those extra steps down 
from his follow-through 
and said: 'Boonie, I know 
that it's your first Test 
match but are you going to 
do the right thing and get 
out? Or do 1 have to come 
around the wicket and kill 
you? Being a shy young 
man at the time, wisely, 1 
didn't say a word back - in 
fact. I'm not sure if I even 
looked at him." 

Four years later, 

Marshall took his 300il, 

Test wicket when he got 
Boon leg before wicket at 
the MCGfor20. 

Afterwards. Marshall said 
to Boon, "Bad luck maan! 

It was a debatable 
decision." 

Boon spent the first year 
in Test cricket in the 
middle-order. The 
Australian team in the 
period was undergoing a 
depressing phase with 
massive defeats against the 
West Indies, England and 
New Zealand. Border, the 
captain, was almost close to 
calling it a day, just like his 
predecessor. 

But Australian cricket 
overcame that dark period 
writh renewed confidence. 
Boon was a vital 


component in that 
resurgence. It was the 
opening combination of 
Boon and Marsh which 
laid the foundation of a 
great comeback by 
Border's men in the old 
Australian traditions. 

Between 1986 and 1988, 
the Australian innings 
usually got off to a flying 
start. Both Boon and 
Marsh were so good as a 
partnership that they were 
labelled as one of the finest 
opening pairs of the late 
Eighties. The otiier being 
the West Indian pairing of 
Gordon Greenidgc and 
Desmond Haynes. 

Marsh, who was named 
the Australian vice-captain 
in place of Boon in late 
, s.iys that Boon was 
an iiis] ration to him: 

"Will 5oon there's that 
sonii ihing very special. We 
h.iiian almost unique 
understanding; we got to 
ifie stage where calling 
wasn't even necessary. 
Running between wickets 
with Boothe was almost a 
second instinct." 

It was the Botm-Marsh 
partnership which helped 
the rank outsiders 
Australia to pull off the 
biggest one-day triumph 
when they won the World 
Cup on the Indian 
sub-continent in 1987. 
Australia surprised the 
likes of favourites Pakistan 
and India to shatter the 
dreams of millions who 
had been expeaing an 
India-Pakistan final in 
Calcutta. Boon played his 
role to perfection and at the 
end of the match, he was 
named as Man of the 
Match in the final. 

With the advent of Mark 
Taylor towards the end of 
the West Indian series in 
early 1989, the formidable 


partnership was broken 
when Boon was demoted 
to the No 1 slot. To this day, 
he has been regularly 
batting in this position. 

Boon suffered a great 
deal ill the 1986-87 season. 
England fast bowler 
Graham Dilley found a 
chink in Boon's batting 
armoury around the 
off-stump which was 
exploited by the 
other English bowlers. In 
four Tests, Boon managed 
only 144, including 103 in 
the first innings of the third 
Test on an Adelaide batting 
paradise. 

Boon's form was so 
patchy that the seleciors 
had no choice but U' drop 
the Australian vice-capiam 
for a while. Marsh was 
named as Border's depiiiy 
and kept the jtib uniil iiis 
final Test. 

His form lell away aliera 
career-besi 200 m Ilie 
oiie-oll Test agaiiisl New 
Zealand in Perth. Against 
Sri l.anka and Pakistan, he 
was constantly in trouble 
against Graeme Labrooy 
and Wasim Akram, 
respectively. In tiiree 
innings. Boon was 
dismissed for ducks. 

Perhaps, Boon was due 
for runs against Pakistan 
this time. But cricket is a 
game where nothing can 
be said with any degree of 
certainty. It was long 
coming. 

For Boon the team 
comes first. He is always 
conscious of the fact that 
the pride of Australia is nttt 
injured. One can sense the 
determination on his face 
when he is on the field of 
play. And his recent 
success shows what kind of 
profits determination can 
achieve. 

the CBICKETEB PAKISTAN 



(tncket Protective Eq uipment by SG 
The Cricketing Armour, an ensemble of 
craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy 
tliat you should never be forced to choose 
between safety, durability and comfoi t. 
Best described by the honours you give 
and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to face the challenge. 
Protected - with SG. 
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ORLD CUP SPECIAL 


WHIRLWIND! 

THE World Cup will prove who is the fastest bowler in the world today. And 
there is a good chance that the answer will be WAQAR YOUNIS 


T he 24-year-old Pakistani fast 
bowler, Waqar Younis became the 
youngest player to capture 200 Test 
wickets when he clean bowled Dion 
Nash in the Christchurch Test, late in 
December 1995, thereby helping 
Pakistan to win the Test over New 
Zealand. He also became the second 
best bowler in the matter of taking 200 
wickets in the least number of Tests— 
38—along with Dennis Lillee, the 
great Australian speedster of 
yesteryears. Clarrie Grimmett is still 
the best in this respea. That worthy 
Aussie leg-spinner had completed his 
tally of 200 wickets in only 36 Tests. 

The question: “Who is the best fast 
bowler in the world today?" may elicit 
different answers: Courtney Walsh, 
Curtly Ambrose, Wasim Akram, 
Waqar Younis, Craig McDermott, 
Allan Donald. However, maybe the 
coming Wills World Cup will prove 
the answer to the question. 

"Who is the most penetrative bowler 
in Test cricket today?" the answer 
could be "Waqar Younis". Waqar has 
a fantastic strike rate ofa wicket for 38 
balls in Tests and an equally good 
strike rate in the limited overs variety 
of the game. 

He had some hectic spells of fiery 
fast bowling against the visitors from 
Zimbabwe whom he devastated with 
his deadly speed and swing during 
Pakistan's home series (1993) which 
the hosts won 2-0 thanks to Waqar's 
stupendous performance of 27 
wickets in 3 Tests. Then he assisted 
Pakistan to win the Test series against 
New Zealand 2-1 by capturing 18 
wickets in 3 Tests. 

FLASHBACK 

The year was 1989. Imran Khan, 
the Napoleon of Pakistani cricket 
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during his playing days, was relaxing 
in the cosy, well-furnished room of his 
home in Lahore, watching a local 
match on the T.V. A teen-aged lad was 
bowling flat out. The callow colt, 
albeit erratic, was aeating new 
dimensions in speed. Moreover he 
had a lovely side-on action and his 
movements were athletic. 

It warmed the cockles of the heart of 
the cogent Pathan, for, he, who was in 
the twilight glory of his career,, was on 
the lookout for a fast bowler, fit to 
share the red cherry with Wasim 
Akram whom he had groomed into 
one of the best speedsters of the world. 
This lad was a genius in the embryo, a 
phenomenon in pace bowling—a 
phenomenon because, besides being 
breath ukingly fast, he was 
swinging the ball either way too. In 
this respea he resembied Michael 
Holding. 

Imran left his room, got into his car 
and drove to the venue of the match. 
Once he set his eyes upon the wonder 
lad in flesh and blood, Imran, who has 
the acumen to discover fresh talent 
and to expose it to international 
cricket, did not hesitate to pick him in 
the Pakistan team to play in the 
limited-overs competition in Sharjah, 
involving India, Pakistan and the 
West Indies. 

His deadliest delivery is 
the swinging yorker. He 
has also acquired the 
rare knack of swinging 
the old ball. Waqar s 
ability to make the ball 
dipso low as to hit the 
toes has caused much 
consternation among 
die batsmen 

Imran Khan took the promising lad 
under his wings and taught him the 
art of classical fast bowling. At the 
instance of Imran, Waqar eliminated 
the superfluity in his run-up to the 
wicket, and consequently gained 
rhythm and accuracy. His line and 
length are so perfect that the majority 
of his victims have got clean bowled. 



Cricket Balls by SG. The Wicket Takers in the game. 
Stitoh-by-stitch. Hand-crafted to perfection... 
by master craftsmen. 

Cricket balls that enhance the maestro's skills. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose 
between shape, grip and durability. 

Swing. Spin. Pace... Always on top of the race. 
Inspired - with SG 
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He uses the diabolic shon-pitched 
bouncer sparingly to strike terror in 
the batsman's heart and thereby 
psyche him t)ut. The harm he does 
with the ball, is, so to speak, more 
horizontal than vertlcall Imran was 
proud of his protege who had so much 
native genius that he could move the 
ball even at a speed of over 85 miles 
per hour. 

early UFE 

Waqar Younis Metla was born on 
November 16, 1971 at Burewalia in 
Punjab. The Metla family migrated to 
Sharjah. As a boy, Waqar was 
captivated by Imran Khan's 
magnificent bowling in Sharjah. 

Imran fired his imagination. Waqar 
who hero-worshipped the Pathan, 
resolved to emulate him. The Metla 
family returned to Pakistan in order to 
promote the cricketing interests of the 


Waqarfuisafamaslic ' 
strike rate of a wif^ 
for 36 kalis in Tests aiM; 
iw afluailY Oqoit strike; 
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Waqar played for Pakistan against 
India in the matches for the under-19. 
This was one of the great moments of 
his life. It was just a day before he 
turned 18. It is an interesting 
coincidence that both Waqar Younis 
and Sachin Tendulkar, the wonder 
lads of Pakistani and Indian cricket 
respeaively, made their Test debuts in 
the Karachi Test in 1989. In the 
Sialkot Test, Waqar working up a 
blistering pace, caused anxiety in the 
Indian camp by inflicting a minor 
injury on the cherubic face of Sachin 
Tendulkar, the baby of the Indian 
team, with a nasty flzzer. But the 
brave boy from Bandra, who was 
touched to the quick, instantly erased 
the memory of the indignity he had 
sustained, by plundering 9 runs off 
the remaining balls of that over. 
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Happily, the two young heroes of 
modern cricket have been mutual 
admirers ever since. 

THE PRESENT 

Waqar Younis flows to the bowling 
crease as smoothly and swiftly as a 
stream, his sprint culminating in the 
traditional fast bowler's customary big 
leap. As he turns his lethal right arm 
over his shoulder, it, not infrequently, 
signals Imminent death to the mortal 
who wields the willow at the other 
endl 

His deadliest delivery is the 
swinging yorker. He has also acquired 

the rare knack of swinging the old ball. 
Waqar's ability to make the ball dip so 
low as to hit the toes has caused much 
consternation among the batsmen 


who have encountered him in English 
domestic cricket ever since Surrey 
signed him up fora huge sum. Waqar 
had a rich haul of over a hundred 
wickets in his first full season with the 
county. 

Waqar Younis and Wasim Akram 
together form the most formidable 
fast bowling pair in world aicket 
today. Together they have wrought 
havoc with the ball to earn glorious 
viaories for Pakistan over England, 
New Zealand, Zimbabwe and Sri 
Lanka. They are as good a pair as any 
other celebrated duo of yesteryear like 
Lindwall and Miller, Trueman and 
Statham, Adcock and Heine, Hall and 
Griffith, Lillee and Thomson, and 
Roberts and Holding. 

It is unfortunate that these two fell 


out with each other following the. 
contretemps which led to the sacking 
of Akram from the captaincy. Akram 
alleged that Waqar played a majttr role 
in his dismissal. (However, Akram 
was reinstated as captain in due 
course.) 

Curiously enough, Waqar has been 
less effective in his opening spell with 
the new ball than in his subsequent 
spells. However, his rare skill to make 
the old ball swing poses a constant 
threat to batsmen. Most last bowlers 
are effective only on helpful pitches 
whereas Waqar is almost equally 
effective on unresponsive strips as 
well. 

As ill-luck would have it, Waqar, 
like Dennis Lillee during 1973-74, was 
forced Into about 1 ‘/2 years' 
hibernation frbm cricket during 
1994-95 because of serious back 
trouble. He returned to international 
cricket in 1995 when Pakistan played 
a Test series against Sri Lanka, only to 
find that he had lost his rhythm. So he 
was dropped from the team after the 
first Test, at his own request. He 
played in the Tests against Australia 
and New Zealand late in 1995, though 
without much success. 

Waqar Younis has an astounding 
strike rate of a wicket for 38 balls! The 
corresponding figures of fast bowlers 
with high strike rates are as tollows:- 
Bames (42), Spofforth (44), Trueman 
(49), Hadlee (51), Lillee (52), Imran 
(54), Lindwall (60) and Akram (54). 
Thus, at the moment, Waqar is ahead 
of them all except Lohmann (36) in 
this respect. Barring problems of 
fitness which fast bowlers are prone 
to. Waqar bids fair to recapture his 
pristine form and plaque batsmen 
with his speed and penetrative skill in 
the years to come. He has captured 
200 wickets in 38 Tests. He has taken 5 
wickets in an innings 19 times, and 10 
wickets in a match 4 times. His best 
figures are 7 for 41. 

This paceman par excellence, with 
his innate friendliness and bonhomie, 
is popular with his team-maies as well 
as the players of the rival team. He is 
particularly fond of Indian players. 
Waqar Younis, who is a whirlwind on 
the field, is a breeze off it! # 
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ARTHUR CARDOZO takes a 
sardonic look at what to expect in 
the World Cup next month 
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RE-LIVI THE EXCITEMENT. CATCH THE BIG DRAMA 
OF WORLD CUP '96 ON A BPL COLOUR TV. 

There's a BPL Colour TV for every living room - or bedroom - right from 
a gigantic 73 cm to a cute 36 cm. 

What's more, eoch offers bigger viewing areo, greater picture clarity and nil 
distortion. 

Plus a host of advonced features like Surround Sound, S-Band* (Coble Reody), 

Auto Tuning, On-Screen Display, Auto Shut Off... features that only BPL, 
the undisputed leader in entertoinment electronics, con give you. 

Drop in at o BPL dealer, and take home o BPL TV to watch the World Cup. And a 
BPL-SANYO VCR, so you con record great matches and add to the excitement ! 

After all, you have grown up with the game. And now you con bring back 
those nostalgic moments. 

* Hyptrband is also available in select models. 
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QUESTIONS 


which pop singer 
began her career as a 
cheerleader of the L.A. 
Lakers basketball team? 

Which card, in a pack 
of cards, is a 
'copyright'? 

Who is awarded the 
Syed M. Hussain 
Trophy? 

About what did John 
McEnroe say was 
'one of the last Communist 
systems still existing?' 

Who was believed to 
be General Zia's first 
military instructor? 

AmwartoQNoS 
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Which rock star once 
use to clean and 
polish the boots of the 
players ol English football 
club, Brentford? 


m 


In a pack of cards, 
which card is known 
as the 'curse of Scotland?' 

Who gave Kapil Dev 
the nickname of the 
'Haryana Hurricane'? 

Who founded the 
Russian Democratic 
Party? 

Who was the first 
victim of the third 

umpire? 

Which movie 
stars Pele as Louis 
Fernandez, Michael Caine 
as John Coley, and 
Sylvester Stallone as Hatch? 

Who is the only 
Asian to score a 
double century at Lord's? 

CARTOONS ARTHUR CAROOZO 


ANSWERS 


1. Paula Abdul. 

2. Ace of Spades. 

3. The winner of the National kite flying 
contest. 

4. The ranking according to the best 14 
tournaments in a year. 

5. Denis Compton. 

6. Rod Stewart. 

7. Nine of Diamonds. 

8 . The Guinness Book of World Records. 

9. Garri Kasparov. 

10. Sachin Tendulkar. 

11. fiscape To Victory. 

12. Mohsin Khan. 


i lll^ (JIM/ HAS HI I \ ( ( (Mi'll I D ID 


MANISHJAIN, 

27 HINDUSTHAN PARK, 
CALCUTTA-700 029. 
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MAILBAG 


Poor Technique 



I T is really surprising to see correct and safe metbcui of facing 

today's batsmen hopand duck shon-pitch bowling, 
awkwardly trying to evade 

short-rising deliveries. Because mdeed, the Importance of 
of their faulty technique, they equipment cannot be 

often get hit on the helmets and denied as it hasgreatly minimised 
other parts of their upper body. ,he chances of a batsman getting 
one shudders to visualise their injured. But now batsmen have 

plight had visor-helmets not become dependent more on 
come into vogue. Conversely in equipment than their 

the past, batsmen efficiently reflexes and technique. Il ls a 

encountered short-pitch stuff well-known fact now that no 

without helmets and othersafety of safety gadgets can 

equipment. Then Ihc two . compensate for the lack of 
bouncers per batsman rule had technique in a batsman, 
not existed. Their method of However, courage and willpower 
lacklmg thc short-pitch ball was can certainly make upfor 
simple: keep an eye on the ball deficient technique, 
and sway gently at the last BHAflATSHAflWA. 

moment. Surely, this still is a New Delhi. 


TluinksATon 

T HAKKSatonfortfae 
muf^h-awaited interview 
’,: with Monica Seles (Sportsworld 
■Sept.) I would like to thank 
Robin Chaneijee for his 
wonderful interview with the 


former World NO. 1 women's 1, ' 
tennis player. 'f^photogri^i|t$'of. ':., 
Monica Seles ware. , ' 

mind-blowiiig, to say the least. 

AMITBHATTACHARYA. ''' ' •' ' ’ - , 

Tinsuka. ' ' ■ , v 


Depressing 

T HB 22nd November issue was 
rather depressing. Simply 
because of the way that Azhar 
and Sunny Gavaskar went for 
each other hammer and tongs. 
And to make things worse, you 
guys reported the matter very 
well. 

Moving to the rest of the issue, 
Vic Mills got me grinning from 
ear to ear with his bouncer 
handling techniques. He, 
unfortunately, missed out on the 
■ Azar Shtyle' of playing a 
bouncer—take your eyes off the 
ball, turn your head away and 
pray to Allah that your helmet is 
strong enough! 

NIMISH DUBEY, 

New Delhi 


Classic Photo 

T his is m reference to the 
'Photo Of The Fortnight' 
{Sportsworld 6th December). 
The photograph by Utpal Sorkar 
of Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavaskar 
together was definitely a 
collectors' item. 
SURADHUNISENGUPTA, 

Calcutta. 


Great Performance 

T he strong and powerful 
Karnam Malleswari did India 
proud when she set up a new 
world record in the jerk in the 
World Weightlifting 
Championships held in China. 
Earlier, Malleswari had also won 
a gold in the World 
Championships in Istanbul last 
year and this shows that she is 
now at the top of her sport. 

And what is more important is 
that she broke the myth that the 
Chinese women cannot be 
defeated in China. 

SUBHABRATASARKAR, 

Cooch Behar 
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TENNIS TALK 


''I'm The Player To 


says 18-year-old 
IVA MAJOJJ who has 
recently broken into the 
Top-10 in the women's 
rankings. PAUL FEIN 
interviews this bubbly 
player who enjoys her 
tennis, and who views 
success as a journey, 
and not a destination 



sal S-year-old rookie pro, 
cocksure Iva Majoli 
predicted she'd be No. 1 in 
JL the world "in a year and a 
half, maybe two years." 

Majoli didn't meet her ambitious 
timetable, but she steadily improved 
and recently broke into the Top 10. 
Intent on enjoying tennis and life, the 
maturing 18-year-old now views 
success as a journey, not a destination. 
About becoming No. 1 some day, she 
cautiously says,"rimc will tell." 

The media often compares Majoli to 
Monica Seles, her idol. Both came 
from the former Yugoslavia, trained in 
their early teens at the BoUettieri 
Tennis Academy in Florida, are 
coached by their father and older 
brother, blast powerful 
groundstrokes, and often change their 
hair color. 

Upbeat and outgoing, Majoli is now 
achieving an identity as one of the 
tour's more popular players. "I'm 
becoming my own person more," she 
says. In this revealing interview. we 
learn wlNj) digs rising star really Is. 
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It Is true that when you recently 
beat Gabriela Sabatini to win the 
Porsche Grand Prix in Filderstadt, 
Germany, you were more excited 
about getting the Porsche than 
beating Gaby, earning ranking 
points or wirmlng prize money? 
(Laughter) Well, at the beginning of 
the tournament I really didn't think so 
much about getting the car. It is my 
favourite car, but I just wanted to take 
it match by match .Then when 1 got to 
the final, I thought it would be great if 
I won. Affer the match I think I was 
more happy that 1 played well for the 
whole week and beat Gaby also. 
Everything came together—the car, 
beating Gaby and playing well. I was 
very happy. 

In Octoter you produced your 
best career results. At Zurich you 
defeated Novotna, Rubin and 
Pierce, and at Fllderstadt you beat 
Pierce, Rubin and Sabatini. Those 
two titles boosted your ranking to 
No. 9. Why are you now playing 
better than ever? 

I have been on the tour for three years 
now. I'm getting more experienced, 
and you get lots of confidence beating 
the top players. I've been praaising 
really hard for the last couple of 
months. After my first round loss at 
the U.S. Open, 1 said to myself that if 1 
want to get better and move into the 
Top 10 by the end of the year, then I 
had to start working differently, 
better. So I had some better results, 
and I hope I'm going to continue that 
next year. 

You had lost in your first four 
WTA TOUR finals before your 
breakthrough at Zurich. Were you 
beginning to wonder when you 
would ever win a tournament? 

To win a tournament, you really have 
to beat the best players in the world. 


Ator thrM yas** on liw low, Majoli has fiMlIy 
gradualaS to tho Top-10. Haro wo proaani proof 
of liw rising popularity among tonoia fans 


And that's not easy. If you get to the 
final, it's a great result. But then you 
play Steffi or Arantxa or somebody like 
that. So it's really hard to win. You 
really have to be prepared for that. 

You have to practice well, and that's 
what I've been doing for the last 




Watch In 1996"... 

couple of months. And the work has improving. I think I can have some When you were 15, you told me It 

paid off at the last two tournaments. great results in the future. I'm just would take you a year and a half 

You seem to have a great belief In very happy. It's very important to be a or two years to become No. 1 in 
yourself. Where does that happy person. If you're happy off the the world. Do you still believe you 

omfldence come from? court, it can show a lot [in your will be No. 1? 

(Laughter) I feel very comfortable on performances] on the court, in I don't put any pressure on myself. If I 

the court. I've been playing well, practice and in tournaments. work hard, if I'm healthy and if 
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everything goes well, I have a chance 
to get very close to the top really^soon. 
You work for No. 1, and, of course, I 
would like to be No. 1.1 don't want to 
say if I'll be No. 1, or when it's going to 
be. Time will tell. 

What are the main differences 
now between you and superstars 
Steffi Graf and Monica Seles? 

Monica is a great player, and we all 
know she was off the courts for more 
than two years. She had an 
unbelievable comeback. She won the 
Canadian Open and made the final at 
the U.S. Open. I think I can still 
improve everything to reach that 
level. That's going to take a little bit 
more time because they have a lot of 
experience, they've played for so 
many years. To beat Steffi and 
Monica, you have to be 100 percent 
ready, work hard, and then 
everything has to be perfect. 

The new breed of women tennis 
players—like Graf, Seles, Pierce, 
Davenport and Venus 
Williams—are taller, heavier and 
stronger than ever. Do you feel 
that you fit the same mould and 
can stand up to them physically? 
Maybe they are taller, but I don't 
think they are heavier. I'm also pretty 
tall. Tm 5'9''. I'm not as strong as 
170-Pound Brenda Schultz. She has 
the biggest serve, about 115 miles per 
hour. But I have pretty hard 
groundstrokes and a hard serve. I can 
hit with them. 

Three years ago you told me 
Monica Seles was your heroine. Is 
she still your heroine? What do 
you most like and admire about 
her? 

Yeah. I always admire Monica because 
she's a great athlete. 1 also admire 
Navratilova and Chris Evert. They 
were my first idols. 

How well do you know Monica? 
We're pretty good friends. When she 
came to Toronto [for the Canadian 
Open] we spoke a lot. She's a nice 
person. I like to talk to her. It's great 
that she's back. It's great for women's 
tennis. She's a great player and she 
has a great personality. And that's 
what we need right now. 

Has Monica influenced you in any 
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particular way? 

I always have admired her because 
she works so hard and she deserves 
whatever she gets. It wasn't easy for 
her. She gave everything for tennis. 
You seem to change your hair 
color and length and style rather 
often. Please tell me about that. 

I do. (Laughter) I like to change hair 
colors and hair styles. That's the one 
thing I like. But now I'm trying to let it 
grow. It's easier for tennis. That has 
nothing to do with Monica. 

For several years you have said 
that you didn't mind the 
comparisons with Seles that 
tennis writers often made, but 


Goran hranisovic snd Majoli ora Croatio's 
praaanta to tbo world of tannis, and both of 
Aoni will rapraaont Croatia togathar in tha 
Hopman Cup this yoar 

you always added, 'T just want to 
be me, Iva Majoli." Do you 
finally have your own identity, or 
do the comparisons continue? 

When I came on tour, everyone said, 
"You play like Monica." It was great 
because she was No. 1 at the time. I 
didn't mind at all. But now I've been a 
pro for a while, and I'm getting better 
and better. I have better results. So I'm 
becoming my own person more. 
That's what I like—to be myself. 


TENNIS TALK 


The WTA TOUR media people say 
you have been Americanized in 
some ways, but you also love 
being European. What do you like 
most about America and about 
Europe? 

I have lived in Florida for five years 
now and I really like it because there 
are so many things for young people 
like Disney World. But the lifestyles 
are different. In Europe you can go out 
[drinking] if you are not [yet] 21, and 
there are more bars for young people. 

I also have my friends at home. So I 
like to spend time in Europe. 

I hear that your first car was 
American, a Jeep Grand 
Cherokee, and a week after you 
brought it, you crashed Into an 
Embassy car in Zagreb. Is that 
true? 

(Laughter) Yes, that was a little 
accident, but it was very, very small. 
You could hardly see the damage. It 
was a little driving mistake I made. I 
wasn't embarrassed because I was just 
starting to drive in Europe. And in 
Europe it's different from the [United] 
States because the streets are very 
narrow and the traffic is very heavy. 
That's why I got the big car— in case I 
have an accident. (Laughter) Now that 
I have a Porsche, I'm going to be more 
careful. 

You teamed with 15-year-old 
Martina Hingis in doubles for the 
flrst time at the Canadian Open 
and scored a big win over Sanchez 
Vicario and Novotna to reach the 
final. You were giggling a lot and 
seemed to have a lot of fun. Are 
you and Martina going to be a 
regular team? 

We really have one of the best 
friendships on the tour. We're going 
to play the whole of next year 
together. We really enjoy playing 
with each other. I think we can be a 
good doubles team. Doubles is 
important to me. I* can help your 
singles game. And it's more relaxed. 
You have a panner. You can have 
more fun, especially if you get along 
with your partner. 

You are quite close to your father 
Stanko and your brother Drago. Is 
your family the most Important 


thing in your life? 

Yes. I'm very close with my family. I 
have one sister who lives in 
Rochester, New York. Most of the 
time I travel with my father and my 
brother—my Mom sometimes too. 
but she swys home with the dog lots of 
times. (Laughter) Next year my father 
is going to stay home more, and I'm 
going to travel with my brother. 
Maybe we'll get somebody else [to 
accompany us] too. 

Are there any Iva Majoli fan clubs? 
Well, people can send letters to me at 
IMG in Cleveland. I'm sure next year 
I'm going to have my own fan club. 
People from IMG will start it. 

How has the flve-year war in the 
former Yugoslavia affected you 
and your family? 

I spend most of the time in Florida 
because we live in Florida. It's hard for 
me to say because I did not feel any of 
the war. But I hope it finishes soon 
because it has been a terrible war. My 
grandmother still lives in Zagreb, and 
so do many of my friends and cousins. 
I'm always happy to be home because 
now life in Zagerb is good. It's a really 
nice city. 

When you see coverage of the war 
on TV, how do you react? 

1 feel really bad. There are so many 
innocent people being killed. It makes 
me feel really sad. Sometimes I stan to 
cry. It's not easy. The hatred and the 
fighting have gone on for so long. 
When you go back to Croatia, do 
you give blood or do voluntary 
work to help the war effort? 
i like to help in the ways I can, by 
donating things, such as clothing. 

Are you as big a hero In Croatia as 
two-time Wimbledon finalist 
Goran Ivanisevic? 

We are almost equal in popularity. 
Goran has been playing [on the pro 
tour] longer than 1 have, and he's had 
some really great results. We're both 
pretty popular. Interest in us will be 
especially high in January when we 
play for Croatia in the Hopman Cup in 
Australia. 

Do you think Goran and you 
could be the flrst Croatlans to win 
the Hopman Cup? 

Yeah! We have a good chance. We are 


a strong team. We are good friends, and 
I think he's a great person. So we're 
going to enjoy it. 

One of your best losses was a 6-4, 
7-6 loss to Steffi Graf at the 1993 
French Open. An impressed Graf 
said: "If Iva continues like that, in 
Improving, she's going to be very 
tough to play against." How 
important was that match to you? 
That was a big match for me because it 
was the first time 1 played the top 
player. I'll always remember that 
match against Steffi. I had lost 
chances, but I was just starting [on the 
pro tour], and I was young and 
probably nervous. U was a tough loss, 
but that match helped me a lot. 

Do you still practice only with 
men? 

I do mostly, especially for practice 
matches. At tournaments 1 practice 
with the top [women] players there. 
When you're home, there aren't so 
many good women you can hit with. 1 
think with men players yf>u can play 
some really good points. So it's alwa/s 
an advantage to play with men. 

Usually I practice with my brother 
who is my coach. 

When Chris Evert was alanyzing 
your game last May, she told me 
that your Inconsistency results 
from your hitting too close to the 
lines, is Evert right? 

She was maybe right a couple years 
ago. Then 1 was going for too much 
[placement] when I didn't have to 
But now I've improved my footwork. 
That's very important. And I've 
improved my serve which is 
important in the women's game 
today. But when you analyze Stefh 
Graf, [you see] her balls go very close 
to the lines. It's hard to say. Lots of 
times you have to play that way. 

You were an excellent piano 
player as a little girl and 
performed In front of large 
audiences. Do you still play? 

I do. There is not st) much time, but I 
do at home. I sit and play some songs. 1 
really like songs from The Beatles. It’s 
fun, relaxing. 

What kind of music do you prefer 
now? 

I like dance music. There are lots of 
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SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 





tlfe'pt talking bike chain ana agpocket. 


Meat ttltan ganple match nlh chain ani 


new agpncket op new chain anil 


olh agpncket. Fact la, a geptecttg matcheh 


chain ani agpocket like the DIameni kit la 


what glvea 100% peplopmance. Like 


egtimum mileage, no pattle, amoethep 


pliea ani longep Hie. Fop a aeconi oglnlon 



aak the winning couple on the left. 


Mftep all, thelp mapplage waa main 

In heaeen. Mni ipleen thpongh hell. 

^ DIAMOND KIT 

Chhio i Sprocket 

THE PERFECT MATCH 






Maioll't MUM, bar growidstrokM, it 

wnr timiiario S«Im' md hM drawn a lei nf 
caaigariaana balwaan tha Iwa. Howavar it 
rafflaitts tebasaanifMalolicaHcliiiibaHtlM 
way la tiM tag Kka Salas 

new songs. 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario speaks 
five languages, and Monica Seles 
says her goal Is to speak six 
languages. How many can you 
speak and read and write? 

1 can speak English and my own 
language [Croatian). I had some 
lessons in French and Italian. I've 
been learning French since 1 was little. 
I can speak Dutch a little bit. But I 
would really like to learn Italian 
because it's close to Croatia and my 
great-grandparents were Italian. 

In 1992 you told me: "1 think the 
Bollettieri Tennis Academy is the 
best in the world because it has 
everything you need to become a 
good player." Why do you think 
that? And who is coaching you 
now? 

It is the greatest academy because 
when you are still young you need to 
have all those things—the coaching, 
good daily competition and a good 
facility—and at the Bollettieri 
Academy you can find everything. 
When you start travelling and you're 
more on the tour than you're at home, 
the academy is not that important. 

But when you arc growing up, it's the 
best place U) be. 1 was working with 
[coach] Niki Pilic and recently with 
Goran Prpic. But I like training with 
my brother and father because they 
know me the best. They can help me 
the most. 

You seem to be one of the 
happiest players on the women's 
tour. What is the secret of your 
happiness? 

Probably it comes from the family. I'm 
always happy when I'm with them. 
We have so much fun. I'm a happy 
person. I like to have fun, have friends. 

Toni Waters Woods, Media 
Services Manager of the WTA 
TOUR, says that you have 
matured considerably in the past 
three years and that you are not as 
likely to make cocky comments 
about becoming No. 1 soon. Is 
Toni right? 
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penetrating action, Eutherio 
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Yes, When you grow up, you change 
for the better. You start thinking 
differently. You know much more 
about some things. I’ve been on the 
tour for a few years so that experience 
has helped. You learn about travelling, 
different cities, the players and the 
tournaments. When you're young, 
everything is new. Now life on the 
tour is easier. But you also realize 
[competing onj the women's tour is 
really tough. It's getting much 
stronger. Everyone in the top 50, top 
100 is good, so there are no easy 
matches. It’s become much deeper, 
more like the men’s tour. 

In Peter Bodo's new book. The 
Courts of Babylon he claimed: 
"some of the most well-known 
and respected coaches in pro 
tennis have had intimate 
relations with one or more of 
their pupils^." Michael Mewshaw 
made charges of sexual, physical 
and emotional abuse on the 
women's circuit in his 1993 book. 
Ladles of the Court. Are these 
accusations true? 

1 don’t know. It’s a difficnli question. 
And 1 don't want to say anything. 
Have you seen anything like that? 
No. (Laughter) Not really. 

During Wimbledon, No. 10 
ranked Lindsay Davenport said: 

"I don't think the WTA TOUR is 
doing a good enough Job 
promoting the young stars. 

People don't know who 1 am. I've 
been in the top 10 for a year, and 
I'm still not well known." Is that a 
problem for you, too? 

That’s true. They promote the older 
players like Steffi and Gaby and 
Arantxa. That’s good because all the 
people know them and they're the 
best. So it’s OK they promote them. 
But they also should promote more 
up-and-coming players like Lindsay 
and me and some other players who 
also deserve it. That should change. 

Is there anything else you would 
like to tell the tennis world about 
Iva Majoll? 

(Laughter) You could say I'm tlie 
up-and-coming player to watch in 
1996. People should know about me 
and look for my results. • 
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Bangkok Asiad. 

Hargovind Singh, the coach of 
India's women athletes says, "Shiny is 
working harder now than ever before. 
She is more mentally relaxed and the 
competition with Jyotirmoyee Sikdar 
has spurred her to greater glory. She 
can further improve in the 800m 
because she has both exemplary 
strength and endurance." 

Besides Shiny, India’s other stars at 
the SAP Games were Bahadur Singh, 
who won gold medals in both the 
1,500 and 5,000 metres with new 
meet records, without being really 
pushed; Jaspal Rana winner ol a 
record haul of 8 gold medals in 
shooting; J. Abhijit, seven gold medals 

Jaspal Rana; a aharpshootar with a racord haul 
ofnisdala 


THE SAFE' 


GAMES 


The SAP Games is for India the safest bet to give 
our sport an artificial morale booster 


A wag in Madras, termed the 
SAP Games as the 'Safe' 
Gaines, as it is one 
competition which India 
always wins—and quite smoothly. As 
inevitable as the night follows the day, 
India won the 7ih edition, with a 
record haul of 106 Gold, 60 silver, and 
19 bronze medals for an overall tally 
of 185 medals. This exceeded their 
previous best haul of 9) gold, 45 silver 
and 19 bronze medals, a total of 155 
medals at the 3rd SAP Games in 
Calcutta when there were 10 sports 
disciplines whereas in Madras the 
competition was in 14 disciplines. 

Inevitably there was much hype 
about India's successes at the SAP 
Games. The Indian Olympic 
Association (lOA) instituted cash 
awards, the Tamil Nadu Government 
also provided cash incentives. The 
imperious Tamil Nadu Chief Minister, 
Dr. J. .layalalitha, allocated a 
staggering Rs 250 crores for the 
development of infrastructure, 
purchase ol equipment and fot the 
smooth condua of the Games. She 
even gave a shining white Maruti 
Esteem to the most popular athlete of 
the meet, 30-year-old Shiny Wilson, 
the first Indian woman to run the 
800m below 2 minutes. Shiny won 
this race in a record timing of 1:59.85. 

Later she won the 400m in 52.12 
sees., a new meet record and anchored 
the Indian quartet to a comfortable 
triumph in the 4x400m metres. Shiny 
like vintage wine seems to be getting 
better with age. Inspired by her sub-2 
minutes run in the 800m, Shiny has 
52 


now shelved retirement plans and 
eagerly wants to compete in the 1996 
Atlanta Olympics and the burning 
desire to win a gold medal in the 1998 








Bahadur Praaad: he had ao compatilion 

in swimming, five individual-and two 
in relays; Sebastian Xavier,six gold 
medals, three individual and three in 
relays and the gallant but unsung 
boxers who won a record 10 of the 12 ' 
gold medals at stake. To be precise, the 
Indian swimmers set 12 of the 13 new 
meet records; all the seven meet 
records in weightlifting and twelve of 
the 22 new records in athletics. So it 
was glory days for India at the 7th SAP 
Games. 

The query that arises is that, if 
examined in the right perspective, 
should India's SAP Games 
performances get such hype and 
importance?After all,the seven 
participants, the seven constituent 





nations of SAARC—^India, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh, Nepal, Sri Lanka, 
Maldives and Bhutan are hardly a 
sporting force to reckon with even at 
the Asian level. This becomes all the 
more evident by a perusal ol the 
medals tally of these seven nations at 
the 1994 Hiroshima Asiad. Despite 
accounting for one third of Asia's 
population, the seven SAARC nations 
could account for only four per cent ol 
the medals, that is 38 out of 1081. 

So ultimately the SAP Games is a 
forum for the minnows to hone their 
skills before taking on the giants at the 
Asiad. To that extent, the SAP Games 
are serving their purpose since their 
inception in 1984. Randhir Singh, 
secretary-general ol the SAP Games 
Pederation, lists other benefits as an 
opportunity to expose new talent, an 
impetus for less sports conscious 
nations and above all improved 
infrastructural facilities. Madras 
certainly developed magnificent 
infrastructure. The city of the 
Krishnans, Amrithrajs and Anands 
are now a paradise for players. Four 
new stadia and one sports village were 
raised at Madras. Besides the facilities 
of six existing stadia were also spruced 
up. 

The four new stadia are the Mayor 
Radhakrishnan hockey stadium, 
estimated cost Rs 9.5 crores; the 

Shiny Wilton wu Bn liar attraetion It Mmirai 
and now hat har ayoi tat on Atlanta 



Nungambakkam Recreation Centre 
for tennis (one centre court and six 
practise courts), estimated cost Rs 
7,44,41,5‘'7; the Aquatic Complex, 
estimated cost Rs 11,52,85,583 and 
the Multipurpose Indoor stadium, 
estimated cost Rs 20,25,17,152. All 
these facilities are of international 
standard and now Madras can rival 
Delhi in hosting international meets. 
The aesthetic hockey stadium, which 
also has a provision for floodlights, 
will host the 1996 Champions Trophy. 

I N some sports, exposure of new 
talent was also evident. For instance 
in volleyball, India's chief coach A. 
Raman Rao tried out many talented 
teenagers who took India to the final 
rounds of the World Junior 
Championships last year. In wrestling, 
newcomers Subash (62 kgs) and 
Swaran Singh (82 kgs) got gold medals 
and Mohsin Khan a silver in the 130 
kgs superheavyweight category. 
Coaches Raj Singh and Kartar Singh, a 
former Asiad gold medallist, rate 



Pakiitan't aiMatic gold caim from Shabana 
Akthar in the women's long |ump 

Subash and Swaran very highly and 
lelt the SAF Games gave these 
grapplcrs the confidence to succeed in 
international meets. 

In weightlifting, Shamshuddin 
Kabeer, silver medallist in the upto 70 


kgs category and Sandeep Kumar, 
gold medallist in the upto 60 kgs 
category made their debut. National 
boxing coach Gurbux Singh Sandhu 
blooded many talented boxers quite 
successfully. Devlnder Thapa (upto 48 
kgs), Kiran SagarDandu (48-51 kgs), 
Shabbir Shikilkar (51-54 kgs), Tuk 
Bahadur Thapa (63.5-67 kgs), 

Shabbir Thapa (71-75 kgs) and 
Gurcharan Singh (75-8! kgs) all 
comparative newcomers outfought 
their fancied Pakistani rivals in the 
final. New sensation in judo, Najeeb 
Agha of Bangalore won a gold. 

The secretary of the Amateur 
Athletic Federation of India (AAFl) 
Mr. Lalit Bhanot, rated 400m silver 
medallist Paramjit Singh Rehill 
highly. Paramjit clocked a creditable 
00:46.33, one of the few Indians after 
Milkha Singli to run the 400m below 
47 secs. In the shot put , former Asian 
junior champion. Bahadur Singh won 
his first senior international gold 

Sutamhika Jayaaiagha: Sri Lanka and SAF 
Gainm' sprint quaan with PT Usbn 




Tlia Inillan football toam aro all amilaa aflar 
thair win ovar Baagladaah in tha final 

medal. He relefjaiccl fancied Shakti 
Singh to second spot. Talented young 
Bobby Aloysius set a new meet record 
of 1 .SOm in winning the women's 
high jump. Several of India's women 
athletes, ATF gold medallist 
Jyotirmoyee Sikdar, and Solaimuthii 
(both injured), Asiad 100m finalist 
Rachita Panda, Molly Chackoand K. 
Saramma (all in the family way) 
missed tfie SAP Games. Their absence 
enabled newcomers T. Lavanya 
(Andhra Pradesh), Jibimol Abraham 
(Kerala) and V. Pandeeswari (Tamil 
Nadu) to prove their mettle in a senior 
meet. So the SAP Games does serve 
some purpose. 

There were several highlights of the 
Games. Jaspal Rana equalling 
Khazan Singh's feat of eight gtild 
medals. Khazan won eight golds at the 
inaugural 1984 SAP Games at 
Kathmandu. Khazan has also won 

TIm Indian wonwn's tabln tannin taam nudn a 
claanttwttap 










KabwMi gold winnan: m wual India 

seven Bold medals at the 1989 SAF 
Games at Islamabad, so he still holds 
the record of a maximum number of 
gold medals (15) by any individual in 
the SAF Games. Of course, Jaspal has 
age on his side to supercede Kha/an. 
Shiny Wilson is the only athlete to 
have won gold medals in all seven SAF 
Games, a feat difficult to surpass. 

However, the ultimate sensation 
was the dominance of the sprint and 
hurdles by Sri Lanka. Susanthika 
Jayasinghe became the litsi 
non-Chinese girl to go below 23 sec in 
the 200m. She won with a meet 
record timing of 00 : 22 . 95 . 

Susanthika, the fifth child of a lorrv 
driver, from a small village near 
Colombo, won three gold medals and 
set meet records in each of lier 
events—the sprint double and 
4x loom relay. Mahesh Perera won a 
golden double in the 11 Om and 400iti 
hurdles and Cliintaka De Sov/a 
bagged the gold medal in the 100m. 

Their sprint coach Sunil 
Gunawardene said. "Systematic 
spotting ol talent and training, which 
is financed by Coca C.ola. has led to tlie 
upsurge of sjtrinters and hurdlers in 
Sri Lanka." Top sprinters like 
Susanthika and Daislia K.\ 

Damayanthi get Rs 10.000 per nnuith 
plus exposure in various international 
meets, all paid by Coca Cola 
Sri Lanka has emerged as a lore e to 
be reckoned with at least in Asia Tlieii 
quality performances at Madras, 
added to the stature ol the SAF Games 
But the SAF Games is for the 
minnows also. Bhutan won their 
first-ever medals, two bron/e in 
boxing, Chorten Tsliering in the 
51-54 kgs. and Tandin Diikpa in the 
54-57 kgs category, Maldives'only 
medal of the meet was a bronre in the 
women's team event of 25 metres 
sport pistol, A major upset was in the 
men single's tennis final, when Prahlad 
Srinath toppled India's No. 2 Davis 
Cup player Mahesh Bhupathy in the 
men singles final. So even the 
minnows had their day in the sun at 
the 7th SAF Games. 

Novy Kapadia, Madras 
photographs by ashoke chakrabarty 






review 



'"‘RESURRECTION 


l.J. India needs is | 
one good result, a 
win against one of 
the top lour teams 
in the world to lu come an elite side 
again " were the words ol wisdom of 
the clairvoyant Dutch national 
hockey coach roni Van't tJek some 
months ago. For Indian hockey the 
long wait is over. In the final round 
robin league match ol the 7th South 
Asian Federation (.SAP) Games at 
Madras, India not only beat but 
routed Pakistan 5-2. At one stage, 

India led 5-0. There were still 17 
minutes to go lor the final hooter. 
Pakistan's defence was in shambles.the 
morale low and the sting of their 
famed attack blunted. With a little 



Indian hockey^which 
for quite some time 
had been in the dumps, 
regained a burst 
of life with a 
stupendous victory 
against Pakistan 



BY NOVY KAPADIA, MADRAS 


more application and deteimination, 
India could have exorcised the 
humiliation of the 1 -7 defeat by 
Pakistan in the 1982 Asiad final at 
Delhi. Zafar Iqbal, India's skipper at 
the '82 Asiad, watched the 
memorable triumph at the Mayor 
Radhakrishna hockey stadium, 
Madras, with his fingers crossed that 
the goal glut continued. However, 
instead of India it was Pakistan which 
scored twice in the closing ten 
minutes to make the margin of defeat 
slightly more respectable. 

It was not just the margin but the 
manner of India's emphatic win 
which made it the finest Christmas 
present that chief coach Cedric 
D'Souza and his assistant Marcellus 

57 


PHOTOGRAPHS SCORPNtWS 


























review 


Gomes have ever received. This win 
against Pakistan meant so much to so 
many. For the citizens of Madras it 
was a grand finale to the SAF Games. 
In the only really world-class event of 
the SAF Games (the hockey tie, India 
vs Pakistan), the host nation 
triumphed in style. No v onder the 
Indian Olympic Association (lOA) 
president, Mr Sivanthi Adiiyan said. 
“India won 106 gold medals at the 7th 
SAF Games but the hockey gold medal 
was the most satisfying and 
important." For an exultant national 
coach Cedric D'Souza it was ahcfitting 
reply to his detractors and the carping 
critics who maligned him for being 
ultra-defensive. 

Cedric D'Souza had the last laugh 
and said, "This is my first triumph as 
coach of the national team, so I am on 
top of the world. Honestly, I did noi 
expect to win so easily. The boys 
executed the game-plan very well. 
Hopefully this is a turning point in 
India's hockey fortunes." Whether 
the win against Pakistan was just a 
flash in the pan or a real change of 


fortunes will be put to the test. The 
crucial query is how India will fare in 
the demanding pre-Olympic 
tournament at Barcelona, (from Jan. 
19-28). India will meet Britain, World 
Cup runners-up Holland, Spain, 
Belarus, Canada, Belgium and 
Malaysia. Five of the eight teams in 
the fray make it to Atlanta. On current- 
form, India should easily qualify for 
the 1996 Olympics. However, if India 
can come 1st or 2nd at Barcelona, 
then it can be rightly said that Indian 
hockey has turned the corner and 
happy days are here again. The 5-2 
win over Pakistan has enabled India to 
travel to Barcelona with confidence - 
Ex-Olympian Ashok Kumar 
aptly surmises, "After our decisive win 
against world champions Pakistan, 
the psychological ascendancy is with 
us. Other teams will now be wary and 
afraid of us." 

For the Indian players it was a 
triumphaiit end to a topsy-turvy year, 
4th in the Champions Trophy, a 
disastrous European lour but 
iriumjths in the A/.lan Shah Trophy at 


Kuala Lumpur and now the SAF 
Games. No wonder skipper Pargat 
Singh in a philosophical mood said, 
"By winning two tournaments in a 
row, we have once again developed 
the winning habit and that is 
important for confidence." 
Vice-captain and dependable right 
half Harpreet Singh also aptly 
commented about the significance of 
the win against Pakistan. He said, 

"The convincing win at Madras, will 
help Indian hockey overcome the jinx 
when playing against Pakistan. In 
future wlien we play them, we wiil 
not start as underdogs. There will be 
no mental blocks. Pakistan will now 
have to respect us." 

For the statistical minded, this was 
India's 25th win against Pakistan in 7h 
matches, with 15 draws and 36 losses. 
It was the 38th meeting on an artificial 
surface (System 5 astro-turf was used 
at Madras), with India winning 12, 
Pakistan 19 and seven draws. It was 
the 15th meeting on Indian soil, with 
eight wins for Pakistan, six for India 
and one drawn match. Dhanraj Pillay 
became the second Indian (tlayer to 
score three goals in a match against 
Pakistan. Previously, delender 
Rajendcr .Singh .scored a hat-trick 
against Pakistan in a 5-4 iriimiph at 
the 1984 Chamjtions Trophy at 
Amsterdam The 5-2 win was India s 
second highest against Pakistan. The 
largest win has been 6-3 against 
Pakistan at a Test match at Hyderabad 
in 1986. Zalarl(|bal, who played in 
that Hyderabad Test and witnessed 
the Madras triumph, fell that the SAF' 
Games triumph was more convincing. 
"At Madras, we really outplayed 
Pakistan and the sense of pride and 
glory has returned to Indian hockey. 
We can now walk with our heads high 
in the air." 

There were several factors which 
contributed to India's large win. 

Cedric D'Souza's game plan really 
clicked, midfield domination, ball 
possession and variety in conversion 
and defence of penalty corners. 

India's half-backs Harpreet, 
Mohammed Riaz and Rarnandeep 
Singh, with inside-right Baljit Singh 
Saini also frequently falling back, 
really excelled in shackling Pakistan's 











frt-f flowinj' attack with their timely 
interceptions and tackles. As Harjireet 
jocularly later said, "We were so 
motivatcHl that we even used a few 
elbows and il the I’akisiam players 
abused us, we abused liieni back, in 
Punjabi which they all understand. ' 
Variety in penally conversion was also 
evident. Cedric used the rollinj’ 
substitute rule cleverly. Whenever 
India got a penalty corner, D'Soii/a 
sent .Sandeep Soniesh in as he is an 
expert pusher, lingland also use this 
ploy, sending in penalty corner expert 
Callum Giles, only to strike the ball 
and then he rushes back to the bench, 
Cedric also brought variation in the 
running out whilst defending penalty 
corners. Both Pillay and Miikesh 
Kumar were used In this ploy. The 
coach felt that this variation disturbed 
Pakistan's penalty c<»rncr 
conversions. Above all, it was a 
triumph for skipper Pargat Singh. His 
astute interceptions and sense of 
timing in tackles brought gasps ol 
admiration. Even the legendary 
Shahbaz Ahmed, arguably the best 
hockey player in the world could not 


remembered as the 
captain who suffered 
the worst ever defeat 
against India 


get the belter ol Pargat in the SAP' 
Games linal. Shahbaz later admitted 
that he always loitrid Patgat very 
diflicult to beat. "I can dribble past any 
■lelender in the wcitid but Pargat ts 
alwaysa stumblingblock " Alter the 
delent Shahbaz laughingly, told 
Pargat, "You have spoilt my World 
Citp irtitnijih. Now I will also be 
remebered as the captain who 
suffered the worst ever defeat against 
India." 

Pakistan's managei Abdul Rashid 
(.Ir.) and skipper Shahbaz Ahmed 
admitted that India were better m the 
day and converted their cliances. 
Pillay's diving third goal oft a Mukesh 
diagonal cross, the best ol the 
tournament and fot IiuIm's 
long-haired centre lorward the best ol 
his career. However both Rashid (.li.) 
and Shahbaz were not happy with the 


srtpervision especially Charanjit 
Singh, a Sikh from Singapore wIki 
they felt was partisan. There was an 
element of doubt about India's second 
goal. 

The Pakistani players lelt Somesh 
had 'carried' the ball before making 
the fitial |>ass lor Mukesh lo score. 
Shahbaz said that hts team got 
detnotaliseci alter this goal as they lelt 
that Charanjit Singh wasagainst them 

Though the world is increasingly 
becoming a global village, ethnic 
identities retnain strong and maybe 
the FIH shoitld be more wary in 
appointing umpires in cructal 
tiiaiches. Afierall jrtstice must be seen 
to be done. Pakistan seemed to be 
disturbed by Charanjil's presence and 
somehow lacked their famous 
fighting spirit. There were minor 
consolations for Pakistan. Centre 
lorward Kamran Ashraf finished as 
the top-scorer with I ^ goals in 4 
matches. Pakistan beat Nepal 22-0, 
the highest victory margin in the 
tournament. Tahir Zainan scored a 
hat-trick of penalty strokes vs 
Bangladesh, a rare occurrence. • 
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The year's first grand 
slam gets underway 
from Jan, 15‘29, A 
pictorial look at the 
most relaxed grand 
slam of the circuit 
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Tennis' first major stop on its hectic tour itinerary will as usual be Australia's. 
Flinders Park, at Malbouma which is tha venue for the year's first grand slam. The 
Australian Open portrays the tote! Australian spirit. It is tha mrst relaxed of all the 
grand slams, where spectators literally have a ball, as they soak in tha Aussie sun 
and down their Fosters bears. Tbs players too have a good time down in the middle, 
where they often encounter all forms of weather, be it rain, blistering sun and even 
hues of winter, h is tha only grand slam, where even a player as sober as Jim Courier 
takas off his shirt and plunges into the Yarra river. And, in case you want to check 
out whafs happening on the cricket front the MCC (Maibourne Cricket Club} is just 
a walk over a bridge away. Picture show various views of the Flinders Park 
compiax including tha Melbourne skyline, and tha famous retractable roof which 
was made by tha Steel Authority of India Ltd 


















(Top;) The cool Swede, Stefan Edberg, incidentally won his first grand slam in 
Australia way back in '84 and it was in the same year that be broke into the top five 
for the first time. Edberg has won the Australian Open twice and was the semi 
finalist on three occasions. His 1995 appearance at Flinders Park could well be his 
last one there, as he will turn his back to the game at the end of the year 


(Top left); This is one tennis player who you can never take for granted. Just when 
you begin to think that he is over the biil, Boris Becker comes up with some 
stupendous performances that leaves you dumbfounded, only to crash out in the first 
round of the next tournament. In 1994, Becker finally emerged out of the shadows (in 
picture) to enthrall bis fans enca again. 

Incidentally, it was his Australian Open win in 1991 that gave him the No. 1 
ranking for the first time, (albeit the last time tili date) 


(loft); John McEnroe unarguably the tiriaat ttnibh of men's tennis (with due apologies to 
Mrs & Mr Tarango) created history in 1990, (in picture) when ha became the first 
player to be defaulted from a match in the Open Era. McEnroe was defaulted in the 
pre-quarterfinais, for racket abuse in his match against Mikhael Pernfers. McEnroe 
who reached the No. 1 pmutien in the ATP rankings, however, has not won the 
Australian Open even once 
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M.tiy Pii'K.i- li.iil till) 
Aiisli.iliiiiis SCII'lHiiMUi lor 
iMoio olItM lict ti.'irilic victory 
ri1 tlu‘ Aiisti.ili.iii Open last 
yoHr liii [riciiirol Sire 
liowovoi t.iileil to im[)rt?ss 
tliioucjiunit till' rest nt tho 
yoar Pierce will bo qoiiii) to 
llie Aiistiali.iii Open as one nl 
the lavonrites, hot witli Seles 
hack. It remains to he seen 
whether slie can poll it oft 
the second time iomul 


(Top;) Andre Agassi, the 
maverick genius from Las 
Vogas, never deemed it fit to 
compete in the Australian 
Open till 1995. However, he 
took little time to get used to 
the Re-Bound Ace surface 
and the Australian conditions 
and ended up winning the 
tournament (in picture). If he 
continues playing this year, 
the way ha did in '95, there 
exists all possibilities of 





‘'FiCIF. SPOlil 


(Top Right): Pete Sampras the player who finished as the 
year end No. 1 for three years running since ‘ 93. will start '95 
as the favourite player, who could well manage the feat this 
year too. At Flinders Park, he will look forward to avenging 
his defeat by Andre Agassi in last year's final 

(Right): Steffi Graf, has time and again proved conclusively 
that she is a true champion in all aspects of the term. Be it 
battling physical injuries, or emotional anguish,this FraulBin 
puts everything behind her once she steps onto a tennis 
court. The later half of '95 had given us enough portraits of 
her mental toughness, but in '96 as she begins the year it will 
be evident whether she has finally recovered from her foot 
operation. If she has, she could really spell trouble to Seles, 
Pierce & Co 



ONICA SELES' gmnt gets 
no resi)ect. The distinaivc 
noise she emits when 
hitting a tennis ball has provoked a 
host of comments. But the inspired 
poetics arc more petulant than 
pastoral: 

"It sounds like she's wringing the 
neck of a Christmas goose", says Ted 
Tinling. 


improves a person's play in three ways 
and I hope experts will agree: 

First, grunting helps you relax. And 
tennis players do tend to grunt louder 
in tight situations. It always seems to 
release tension and allow him/ her to 
hit a more relaxed stroke. Apparently, 
I'm not just imagining it. "We know 
there is a natural relaxation effect . 
when you exhale", says Dr. Jack 



Monica Solos: Grunting her way to the top 

"...sounds like a monstrous, 
unfinished sneeze", writes another 
sports-writer. 

"Grunts like a pig", grumbles a 
surly New York ian. 

"It's like someone's hitting me!" 
says the grunter herselt, 

"1 don't want to be Iter neighbour 
on her wedding night," said Peter 
Ustinov. 

"Seles' grunt" says Cindy Hah n, a 
lop tennis journalist is "so grotesque a 
noise you wonder how such a dainty 
dame can produce it. But that doesn't 
mean I don't like it. I love Seles' grunt, 
and anyoipe elsc's, for that matter. I'm 
a grunalfeyself." 

It must be pointed out grunting 
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Groppel, a TF/VMS instruction editor 
and otic of the game's foremost 
exjtertson hiomechaitics, adding that 
a grunt ts simply a noisy exhalation. 

Second, grimiing actually helps 
generate power. Martial artists long 
have known that grunting equals 
power. That's why a karateka exhales 
sharftly—and often grunts—as he 
kicks. The same principle applies to 
grunting in tennis. "It the muscles are 
too tight, you can't gel the leverage 
system to work right", says Groppel. 
"When you exhale, or grunt, the 
relaxation effect allows the muscles 
and bones to work much more in 
synchrony. Therefore, it's possible to 
get more racquet head speed". 

I-astly, grunting helps you play 


more aggressively; it's nearly 
impossible to grunt and play 
tentatively. Andre Agassi, whose 
grunting promoted Ivan Lendl to 
complain to the chair umpire during 
their match at the 1988 U. S. Open, 
says. "It's a form of staying aggressive. 
To keep grunting is to keep an 
aggressive attitude, and that's what 
really helps about it". 

Anti-grunters, such as Ivan Lendl 
and Pete Sampras, claim those noisy 
exhalations are distracting to the 
grunter's opponent. Of course, Lendl 
even complains if someone in the 
lOth row scratches his nose. Any 
experienced player should be able to 
shut out the sounds of his opponent. 
Anti-grunters also claim that grunting 
downs out the sound of the ball 
coming off the strings, preventing 
them from telling whether a flat oi 
spin shot is coming their way. But 
studies have shown that it takes 17 to 
2 seconds Irom the time the ball leaves 
a player's strings to the time it reaches 
his opponent. Isn't 1 'L to 2 seconds 
enough tune for a player to ad|usi to a 
spin shot or a Hat sliof’ And it these 
jtlayers are so tleitendcnt on the pitch 
of racquet striking ball, then stadium 
acoustics, string tension and racquet 
model — allot whichalleci that 
pilch—must he just as debilitating as 
grunting. 

These rebuttals, however, did not 
impress the Florida Tennis 
Association (I TA). The FTA once 
banned grunimg in its sanctioned 
tournaments, usinga itoirit-penalty 
punishment for dissenters. So much 
for tree speech. 

But the FTA might not have 
considered the most convincing 
pro-grunt argument. For fans, 
grunting make the game more 
human. Through the squeals, 
screams, grunts and groans, the 
audience gels a sense of the exquisite 
effort players are pouring into their 
shots. And with the robotic 
demeanours ol Lendl, Sampras and 
Sielli Gral pulling the entire 
tennis-viewing community to sleep, 
the sound of Seles beats the sounds of 
silence any day. 

T S Venkataraman 
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"My job depends on deadlines. 


which means I have no time for long petrol lines during the dag. With the beat petrol 
average, the 4S Champion was an obvious choice when I went in for a 

In the 



vehicle.ln every way the Champion is like me. 

end we both have to 
deliver, what we promise. 
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If you really love your moped (and we thinb you 
do), you'll Insist on Kinetic Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom A revolutionary engine oil specially 
developed lor mopeds 

Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zoom, has been 
indigenously developed at Indianoll's R&D Centre, 
one of Asia's most advanced. The Kinetic Servo 


How you choose 
your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


Genuine 2T Zoom iieljs beep your engine clean 
and healthy. Thereby making your engine 
perform better. Day after day. Year after year. 

Ask for Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zoom at 
Indianoil petrol stations or vehicle and service 
dealers of Kinetic Engineering. It's one way 
of felling your moped how much you care! 
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W O R L D CUP SPECIAL 



Sachin 

Tendulkar talks 
about his role in 
India's World 
Cup campaign 


Interviewed by 
Sabyasachi Sarkar, 
Bombay 


Personally, I 
don't think my 
technique 
needs any 
urgent change. 
However, if 
Gavaskar talks 
to me about it 
and suggests 
some change. 
I'll definitely 
work on it. 
Otherwise, I 
don't foresee 
any technical 
change in my 
batting in the 
near future 
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''I'M NO ONE 
MAN ARMY" 


SPORTSWORLD: Following your 
multi-million dollar contract with World 
Tel, you are being referred to as the 
world's richest cricketer. How does it 
feel to be the 'richest' of them all? 

SACHIN TENDULKAR: Well, 1 am not 
bothered about these tags. 1 don't really worry 
much about the money. Frankly speaking, as 
long as I get runs and perform well on the 
field, I am perfectly satisfied. 

But is it really as simple as that? More 
money than anyone else in the business, 
should bring with it a lot of pressure. The 
pressure to perform at yoi best all the 
time to justify the money? 

Not really. I don't feel any such p. uire that 
you are talking about. As long as I a, not 
fiddling around with my cricket, why should 
it affect me? 

Your performance in the recently- 
concluded New Zealand series was 
below par, given the exacting standards 
you have set for yourself. With the World 
Cup just a few weeks away, how do you 
feel about your form? 

1 was a bit dissatisfied with my showing 
against New Zealand; that's lor sure. The rain 
played spoilsport in the Tests As for the 
one-dayers, 1 got runs in the odd innings bin 
somehow couldn't really get going as I would 
have liked to. This, I guess, is part oi one's 
cricketing career. So 1 have taken it in my 
SI tide 

You must have felt a bit down about your 
knock in the Madras Test. You were 
50-odd and going strong when rain 
interrupted. Another hundred was very 
much in the offing. 

Yeah, I was very disappointed. 1 was looking 
forward to a big innings and stood a good 


chance of reaching the three- figure mark. But 
as luck would have it, the rain didn't allow me 
to get on with it. 


Gavaskar has written in his column that 





these days you have been playing a bit 
across the line. Do you feel that your 
not-so-satlsfactory showing in the NZ 
series had anything to do with any 
technical errors? 

Frankly, I have not read what he has written. 
Personally I don't think my technique needs 
any urgent change. However, il he talks to me 
about it and suggests some change. I'll 
definitely work on it. Otherwise. 1 don't 
foresee any technical change in my batting in 
the near future. 

Not even after a below-par showing in 
the iast series? 


Look, my performance against New Zealand 
wasn't as bad as it is made out to be. The 
statistics will beanhat out. I got ?2 in the first 
one-dayer, 35 in the next, failed in the third at 
Pune, but got 65 at Nagpur, and then got one 
in the Bombay match. The siring of scores 
may not be extraordinary, but it's not too bad 
as well. When you consider that a 30-odd 
score is perceived to be decent in a one-dayer, 
my showing was in lact decent. 

Do you think a change in the batting 
order, say number 3 or 4 instead of 
opening, might help? After all, India 
expects more than just 'decent' scores 


Sachin TanduHiar much 
will raat on tha ahouldan of 
this young man during tha 
World Cup 








TM READY FOR THE CAPTAINCY’ 

This is an interview the Indian vice-captain gave a news agency recently 

Q: Has the lean patch afi'ected you? and all the people are looldnguptoyou.lt is not so 

A: Tendulkar: If you look at the international cricket Msy to be consistent aU the time, 

we have played, you will see that I had three Test Q: Use Indian team conveys the impression 

innings in which I got an unbeaten fifty. In the that It depends a great deal on a good start by 

onedayers, 1 scored something like 30 in the first you. How much pressure does that bring on 

match. 39 in the second. I failed in the third, scored your batting? 

65 in the fourth and failed in the final game. I had A; My game is such that when 1 get going. I try to 

just two faiiu res. I don't have to worry. The score as many runs as possible—which is good for 

expectations are high, which is a good thing. I like the side. We have batsmen like Sidhu. Prabhakar. 

people to expect from me. It is a good challenge to Jadeja. Manjrekar. Azharuddin. Kambli... Mongia 

try and live up to the expectations. Ups and downs has been playing well too. There is no pressure on 

are part of any career and I have to try and keep the me at all. I should just go out and play my natural 

downs to the minimum. . game. Because when 1 do that, it's good for the team. 

Q: What are you doing to reduce the 'downs'? I don't have to worry about getting out early since 

A: I watch videos of my batting at home with my there are good batsmen to follow. That does not 

brother Ajit. who is a good student of the game. Both mean I should go and throw my wicket away. 1 am 

of us analyse what is wrong and then when we have aware that I should not give my wicket away 

worked out a solution. I give it a try at the nets. Q: When you came on the international stage, 

Sometimes it is a matter of time and a few innings everyone went ga-ga over you.... 

and it comes automatically. There are a few A: That started when 1 began opening the innings for 

mistakes, like the bat coming down from third slip. India a couple of years ago. Earlier, 1 used to bat at 

which are rectified after you play a big innings and four or five, at times even at six. That gave me 15 or 

regain confidence. 10 overs to go after runs. Now, when 1 open the 

Q: Players from other countries may also be innings, I can lift the ball over the in-field. It was 

watching videos of your batting to spot your something new for me. I am quite confident ol doing 

weaknesses? it. I like to play the new ball. It is more challenging 

A: I don't know if they watch films of my batting. I and gives me great satisfaaion if I open th< innings 

certainly do. I'm not bothered about what people and see to it that India surpass the wrgct score, 

are doing and if I can make my game compact, it Qt Did you opt to open the innings or did the 

does not make any difference whether they are idea come from someone else? 

trying to find out my mistakes. I am confident about A: It was my suggestion to the capuin and manager. 

my technique and I should be true to myself. I can Sidhu had a stiff neck. Since I was batting at No. 5,1 

fool someone else, but I can't fool myself. I am said I wanted to i^ve it a try. In the middleorder, you 

working on all asperts of my game. can score at the most 30-35 runs or 50 -pius but not 

Q; There is talk that you have allowed the more than that in 15 overs. So I said why not try and 

pressures of commercial contracts to affect open the innings. The manager and captain agreed 

your batting. Is it true? to try it once. It worked as I was able to play my best 

A; Not at all. It has nothing to do with my cricket. My one-day innings, scoring S2 off 48 balls, 

game is the priority and I'm not bothered about the Q: How did you develop such an aggressive 

contracts I sign or I don't. I want to play all the time. outlook? 

I don't want to become a model. 1 should be A: It was a good thing that on my first tour, 1 got hurt 

bothered about my cricket and 1 am. on the nose off a Younis delivery. I realised that 

Q: Are the the pressures any different now there could be nothing worse than that. There have 

from your early days? been worse injuries than mine. But that gave me 

A: In my schooldays, there was no pressure. But more confidence and allowed me to be aggressive in 

now when you are representing India, you have so my mind. Even if 1 break my nose, I decided on 

many responsibilities. And you have to try and see staying there and not be bothered about fast bowling, 

that you give off your best all the time and perform Q: You have come on a great deal as captain 

well for India because the expectations are so high since the time you made your debut in 1993. Is 
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PHADtePMANOHANI 



it too early for you to take over as captain of 
the India side? 

A: Everything has happened at a young age. I have 
played for six years now and have been captaining 
Bombay for two-and-a-half years. So it's not early. 
But I don't want tt) grab the captaincy from Azhar. 
Let the selectors decide. If they feel I should be 
captain, then lam willing to take up the assignment. 
Q; What about Azharuddln's leadership? 

A: He is more confident iiow. He knows what he is 
doing. He is experienced after leading for six years. 
He knows each player's mentality. The best thing 


about him is that he stays calm all the time. 

Q: Looking back at your career, what do you 
think of your achievements? 

A: It's a great feeling to be playing for India. I am 
proud of it. I really want to do well, keep the Indian 
flag right on top. I am willing to do anything for the 
country. The satisfaaion of winning matches for 
India is incomparable. 

Q: What about comparisons with Brian Lara? 

A: I have always hated comparisons. There is no 
doubt about his ability, he has proved it. Without 
him, the West Indies batting does not look very 
strong. You can easily make out that something is 
missing, that it is not a complete team. It is the best 
thing that a player can ask for: the team-members 
saying 'we are missing you, we want you'. 

Q: How did you develop a professional 
approach? Is It because you play for Bombay or 
did it come naturally? 

A; When I was 14,1 started plbying with the likes of 
Dilip Vengsarkar, Ravi Shastri, Sanjay Manjrekar, 
Raju Kulkami, Chandrakant Pandit—all India 
players. It gave me confidence. 1 learnt many things 
early. Most players get it when they are 19 or 20. 
Also, my coach always told me to play my natural 
game. As for attitude and approach, my brother 
played a big role. He used to watch me playing and 
we discussed the situations later. 

Q; Who is the most complete bowler you have 
faced so far? 

A: 1 have never got out to one particular bowler in a 
series. Perhaps, the best example is Kapil Dev. Just 
by facing him at the nets, 1 could feel that he must 
have been really destructive when he had the pace. I 
respect him. To survive for 15 years as a fast bowler is 
amazing. 

Q: What about Shane Wame? How much has 
he changed since you played him in a Test in 
1991 - 92 ? 

A; We have played him only in three one-day games 
in the last two years. You could say that these three 
games were not particularly good for him. He is very 
confident—perhaps not very talented, but shrewd. 
There is no doubt about his ability, lie is capable of 
running through a side. 

Q: How do you react to media criticism? 

A; 1 take it sportingly if I have indeed not played 
well. Criticism is part of the game, fair enough. But if 
the media does not write proper things, I prefer to 
ignore it. Like recently, I was out playing the hook. 
The ball took the top edge. A reporter of a Bombay 
newspaper wrote 1 was out fending and that four 
guys were waiting for the catch at short-leg. I took it 
light-heartedly, thinking even the media has its bad 
patches. 


WORLD CUP SPECIAL 



Azhar and Tendulkar Will 
the madia hype over the 
captaincy itsua atrain their 
ralatiomhip? 

■ ■ 

I do enjoy my 
role as an 
opener. And I 
am quite 
confident 
about my 
temperament 
and technique 
prior to the 
World Cup. As 
for the 

expectations, 
it is nice to 
know that 
people expect 
a big innings 
every time you 
go out to bat 

■■ 
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from Sachin Tendulkar in the World 
Cup? 

No, I do enjoy my role as an opener. And I am 
quite confident about my temperament and 
technique phot to the Wot Id Cup. As for the 
expectations it is nice to know that people 
expect a big innings every time you go out to 
bat. Of course 1 leel disappointed when their 
expectations are I'clicd. 

Which brings us to the present squad's 
overdependence on you? It seems that 
the late of India in the World Cup hinges 
singularly on your success or failure. So 
much so that you are often being dubbed 
as a one-man army. 

1 don't quite agree to this one-man army 
coiKopt There is no such thing as wltat you 
call ovei dependence Why, we have so many 
good batsmen.. . A/har, Sidhii, Kainbli, 
Sanjay. Manoj, ladeia, all ol them. 

But when it comes to the crunch, it 
almost always boils down to you to 
provide the cutting edge. 

As I have said, it does feel nice if the team 
expects something extra from me. It's like a 
challenge to score more runs. Expectations, 


yes. But overdependence, no. 

How do you rate India's chances in the 
World Cup ? 

We arc capable ol being world-beaters. The 
team does have the potential and balance to 
be the best in the world. Peaking at the right 
time and playing to the potential arc of utmost 
importance. 

India apart, who do you think are the 
favourite teams to lift the World Cup ? 

(Smiles), 1 don't want to talk about any other 
team. 1 have only India in my mind. India and 
India only is my favourite. 

Do you consider it an advantage to play 
the World Cup at home? Or is it the other 
way round? 

Yeah, it's definitely an advantage. To perform 
at one's best before the home crowd always 
brings that extra bit of motivation. That apart, 
the continuous support of the home crowd 
will be of tremendous help, it's always 
encouraging to know that the crowd is behind 
you. 

Agreed, but what about the other side of 
the coin? 1 mean, playing at home must 
bring with it a lot of pressure as well to 
deliver the goods all the time. 

You see, the pressure is alwjys there, be it at 
home or when we arc playing abroad. So, 
that's nothing new. Cricketers have to get 
used to It, But at home, you'll never be booed 
when, say, a long partnership is building up. 
On your home luif, there's no jeering, it's 
cheers all the way. 

You're already being dubbed as the 
'future captain of India'. Your captaincy 
in the Ranji Trophy matches and the 
Challenger Trophy has received praise 
from the critics. Surely you must be 
looking forward to captaining India in 
the near future? 

Right now, I am not thinking about captaincy. 
Azhar is doing a great job as the skipper and 
my task as the vice-captain is to help him. 
Currently, all I am looking forward to is the 
World Cup. It's the biggest event in cricket 
and my greatest priority now is to perform to 
the best of my ability in the Cup.(j 








PHOTCXJHAPHS COLORSPORT 


BY T.S. VENKATARAMAN 

T is one of the ironies of sport that 

great players may come and go, 

but stuffy officials go on forever. 

A single infraaion may end a 
player's career, but an administrator 
can wallow in misdeeds and still 
remain in office. The game, as the 
cliche goes, is greater than its greatest 
player. But it is not, apparently, 
greater than its long-serving 
presidents, secretaries and minor 
functionaries. 

Brian Lara has been making all the 
runnings in his disagreement with the 
authorities that has left West Indies 
cricket in a state of shock and disarray. 
Originally cast as a prima donna 
grown too big for his boots after 
belatedly opting out of the 
tour of Australia, Lara has widened 
the issue. "It's not only my cause", he 
told reporters in his first public 
comment on the controversy. "We're 
going through a period where a lot of 
questions are flying around about the 
future of West Indies cricket and 1 see 
mine as a very small issue in the entire 
scenario". Instead of a sinner, he is 
emerging as a courageous saviour 
striving to erase growing indiscipline 
in the team and to shake an ineffective 
West Indies Cricket Board of Control 
out of its lethargy. 

By opting out of Richie 
Richardson's team to tour Australia, 
ace West Indian batsman Brian Lara 
dropped a bombshell that shocked not 
only the players, the atuthorities and 
followers of the game in the 
Caribbean but also the cricketing 
world at large. What a waste of 
cricketing talent if it were not made 
available lor a team cause! That he is 
indeed one of the top batsmen in the 
game today Lara has proved time and 
again. He had a great series when the 
West Indies toured England recently, 
and decided to give the tour Down 
Under the go-by after the West Indies 
Board fined him ten per cent of his 
tour fees for taking a three-day break 

Brian Lara: Tlw Wnt Indin taain will hope 
Ibal be will forget his problaim and 
concontrata on his batting 
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Will BRIAN LARA 
play in the World 
Cup or not? And how 
that question looms 
large in the West 
Indies dressing room 


on tour without informing the team 
management of his intention. 

Lara, apparently is not in agreement 
with his Board's explanation and 
verdict. He is reported to have said 
that there was a misunderstanding 
with the management, and that the 
tour committee blew things out of 
proportion. The master batsman 
believes, and perhaps justifiably so, 
that the issue could have been 
resolved across the table. But 
unfoftunately for him though, the 
West Indies Board was in no mood to 
listen to him, and right or wrong, 
slapped a ten per cent fine on him. 

Breaking his silence Lara said his 
dispute with management ultimately 
will strengthen the team Lara told 
reporters that "the dispute is a very 
small matter, but I hope my stand can 
being everything out in the open". 

The row between Lara and the West 
Indies Cricket Board of Control also 
led to complaints about the "colonial" 
nature of the team's administration 
ano lack of public accountability as 


well as calls for its restructuring. 

Lara 26', who holds world records in. 
both Test and first-class cricket, said, 

"I had assessed my situation and 1 
thought that 1 could not continue 
playing cricket under the same 
problems that keep coming up". Lara 
won the backing of Trinidad and 
Tobago's Sports Minister, Ms. Pamela 
Nicholson, "I am very suppoitive of 
the line Brian took " Ms. Nicholson 
said. There is precedent for 
Governments intervening in cricket 
controversies, Trinidad's Prime 
Minister, Mr. Basdeo Panday has said, 
that if it becomes necessary. 
Governments could become involved 
in resolving the matter. 

Some local cricket journalists have 
speculated that Lara left the team 
because he had been assured before 
that the dispute over his 
absence had been settled. Others, 
however, criticised Lara for putting 
his own interests ahead of the team's, 
I,ara says he "reaignised both the 
favourable and unfavourable", 
comments in the press, "but what has 
come out of this is very positive. The 
board will now have to account to the 
people. So, too, the players will have 
to account to the people." he said. For 
those who would prefer that he light 
his battles as the batting crease, Lara 
suggested that the World Series Gup is 
the only series he will miss. "If I am 
allowed back into the team, 
whenever. 1 will just assess the 
situation and see if 1 can play under 

It 





Richie Richardson; the captain who needs to 
lead from the front although his form is suspect 

tlif same environment", he said. 

Already assured of the support of 
the people of his native Trinidad tr 
Tobajio, wheie he is uncrowned king, 
the 26-year-old left-handed double 
world record-holder has gained 
increasing understanding lor his 
position in most of the other 
territories that comprise West Indies 
cricket. And the month-old coalition 
government in Trinidad 6- Tobago 
with its shaky two-seat majority, has 
lost no time in jumping to his side. 

Lara is simply trying to score a point 
against the establishment as this 
enormously talented batsman is not 
the kind to shy away from the 
international cricket arena > The 
WK!BCM.ara wai is raging. Neither 
side would like to compromise right 
now. But it is only likely iliai ihe once 
mighty West Indies will have to strike 
a compromise in order to bring back 
its best batsman for the World Cup. He 
is believed to be peeved not only 
because he has been lumped with 
several others in disciplinary matters. 
He IS noi upset only because he had to 
cough ii|) a negligible amount as a fine 
($3,000). He IS said to be smarting 
more under the insulting demotion 
Ironi the rank ol vice-captaiii 

I.ara has stated iheie is more to it 
than the line. "Ii's obvious lor people 
to see that West Indies cricket has a 
piobicrn, not just Ixscause we're not 
winning as we've been used to", he 
told the London 'Daily Mirror'la 
which he istoniraclcd "West Indies 
cricket is not jusi going ihiough a 
talent problem. There seems lo be 
some other mlliieiue causing the 
demise". And he even raised ihe 
unthinkable possibility that he may 
neviT play for the West Indies again. 
"It is more iharia possibility that I may 
not be picked or decide not to go to the 
W'oi Id Cup", he was quoted as saying. 
Since then he has been named in the 
:o men provisional squad but things 
are not yet cleat since. Comments 
Iroin ca|)tain Richie Richardson in 
Australia indicate that everything 
hasn't been sotted out as yet. 
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It has emerged that Lara's 
temporary flight from the team in 
England was prompted by his 
increasing exasperation with the 
boorish behaviour and lack of 
commitment of some players, the fast 
bowlers; Curtly Ambrose and Kenny 
Benjamin, are said to be among the 
most prominent ol those against 
whom Lara is railing. Lara felt the bad 
behaviour and attitude had 
undermined the team and was being 
allowed to go unchecked by the board. 
He spoke out at a team meeting 
following the Old Traflord Test and 
told manager Wes Hall, " I couldn't 
stay in that kind of atmosphere", 
persuaded back by WICBC President 
Mr. Peter Short, he leli the issue had 
been settled and was taken back when 
he had the fine slapped on him—as 
did Ambrose, Benjamin and Carl 
Hooper lor other offences on the tour. 

It may be retailed that Lara was 
fined $ 1,000 earlier for missing the 
flight from Trinidad to London en 
route to India and had a one-match 
suspension from ICC referee on that 
tour for showing dissent at a umpire's 
decision. Three years ago, he was 
fined TT $ 400 by the Trinidad h 
Tobago board for what was described 
as "a diessing room incident" with 
then captain Gus Logie who resigned 
the position immediately afterwards. 

Picked when very young as the heir 
to the captaincy and given the 
impression it is only a matter of time 
before he takes over from Richie 
Richardson, the selectors have not 
been kind to him in busting him. 

Lara's crime was an unexplained 
absence from the team in the course of 
the tour of England when he took off 
to Port of Spain to look mto his 
personal affairs which were further 
complicated by reports of voodoo men 
having got at his land. This is the plot 
of land gifted to him by th*' 
Government of Tnnidad aed Tobago 
and on which he is budding his house. 
Lara was clubbed with other offenders 
like Curtly Ambrose and Kenneth 
Benjamin who we^' accused of 
displaying rebellious attitudes. The 
strict view ol the management team, 
reinforced by the very orthodox views 


of Christian Wes Hall on such matters 
as team dress regulations, has not 
exactly made the former pace bowler 
very popular with his own players. 
There were times when the players 
were the real kings, especially 
in the reign of Viv Richards during 
which time he virtually dictated to the 
board on player matters. 

It is quite unfortunate then that 
Lara should have been mixed up in 
the issue of discipline. While his 
record for Warwickshire was to 
become somewhat patchy in the very 
season of his year of miracles, Lara 
was always available for the West 
Indies team. His three centuries in the 
last three Tests of the summer in 
England were a clear indication of the 
form he had run into although it may 
have been slightly late from the team 
point of view since the series was not 
wrapped up early as it was expected o 
be. It was, however, no fault of La'a 
the series was shared. He had done 
more than his bit despite the intense 
pressure he was under with the midia 
hounding him. The two seasons in 
England were profitable enough with 
the Trinidadian raking in £1.5 million 
(about Rs. 8 crores) in endorsements. 
He was the most sought-after 
cricketer in the world after his 375 in 
the Antigua Test and his 501 (n.o.) for 
Warwickshire against Durham. Two 
world records. Test and first class, in 
under three months and the world 
was indeed his oyster. Brian Lara now 
embroiled in controversy with the 
West Indies Cricket Control Board, 
heads the overall list for batsmen in 
the latest Pejtsi world cricket ratings 
for Test matches. And he with the 
World Cup close at hand heads the 
controversy ratings too. 

Given the background of his own 
success on the tour of England in the 
team cause, he would not have 
expeaed that he too would be named 
among the players to be hauled up by 
the board. It hurt him very much that 
he should be branded a rebel. The 
press release which his agent in 
England handed out to the media was 
very specific. Lara was not skipping 
the World Series lour of Australia 
because he was tired. His withdrawal 
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Curtlev Ambrose; he will be the Windies main 
strike bowler 

had nothing to do with any physical 
condition like the acute laiigue 
syndrome which Richardson was said 
to have suffered front, f ara wasn't 
happy with things in the West Indian 
dressing room. 

Brian Lara may be a superstar in the 
West Indies cricket team. But the team 
manager depicts him as a confused 
man in need of help. In the report by 
Wes Hall to the West Indies Cricket 
14 


Board of Control, published recently 
Trinidad Guardian newspaper 
recently, Lara confesses: "cricket is 
ruining my life". The report came as 
the West Indies team, piaying without 
Lara, suffered a humiliating 
eight-wicket defeat against a team of 
rookies from the Australian Cricket 
Academy, 

The manager's report describes a 
heated team meeting July 31 when 
Lara complained that he and all his 
teammates thought captain Richie 
Richardson should be blamed for the 


lack of discipline when Richardson 
said he would not 'bow to any 
egoistical people who have agendas 
and ambitions", Lara jumped up, 
declaring, "I retire", and stormed out 
of the meeting, according to Hall's 
report. Then Lara apparently changed 
his mind and requested a meeting 
with Peter Short, president of the 
WICBC. 

At the meeting with Short and team 
officials, Lara complained about 
players cursing in public and engaging 
in other unruly aas, citing fast 





bowlers Curtly Ambrose and Winston 
Benjamin and batsman Keith 
Arthurion as the main offenders. 
Short reminded Lara that he had 
initially said he would retire. Lara's 
demeanurciianged "alarmingly". 

Hall wrote. "What are you going to do 
with me? Please be lenient. Cricket 
has ruined my life", Lara was quoted 
as saying. "At that moment I realised 
that Lara needed all the help he could 
get", wrote Hall, the star fast bowler of 
the 1960s. Asked to comment on the 
Guardian story. Hall, in an interview 


from Australia with a Caribbean 
television network, expressed; 

"disgust and surprise that my 
confidential report to the Board was 
leaked to the press in Trinidad”. 
According to Hall, Lara’s retirement 
thus "was the best kept secret of the 
year". Even if the WICBC decides that 
all is forgiven, Lara's cricket future 
seems far from certain. 

Lara is one individual who had 
done fabulously well lor liimself in the 
90s. Cars, keys to the city, a ticker tape 
welcome, idolatry—all ingredients of 
the perfect formula for creating a 
demigod among men. He could so 
easily have lost sight ol his moorings 
as a cricketer. In fact, he did reel under 
the pressures of fame. This farced him 
to seek advice which came readily 
from Nick Price, the Zimbabwean 
golfer. Price told him how to cope with 
such stress which is essentially caused 
by people wishing to see sportsmen 
who had have a meteoric rise perform 
at their best day alter day. The advice 
seemed to do him a lot of good as Lara 
settled to make all those runs towards 
the end ol the series when he was in 
perfect middling form. Sir Gary Sobers 
had told the world in an interview 
recently that opposition to l.ara was 
building up, and that he would find it 
difficult to survive. The West Indies 
have had " difficult" players before. 
Roy Gilchrist was sent back from a 
tour of India for misconduct. But Sir 
Frank Worrell could handle him. The 
'indisciplined' fast bowler once 
allowed himself to be driven 
repeatedly for boundaries rather than 
displease Sir Frank after the captain 
had told him not to bowl bouncers. 

The WICBC's view, once known to 
be very lavourable to its players may. 
however, be totally diflerent now. 

The board has hardened its stance on 
disciplinary matters since its members 
may have decided that it is better to go 
in for a total rebuilding ol the team. 
Now that the unbeaten Test record of 
1 5 years has also gone after the 
disastrous home performance against 
Mark Taylor's Australians and since 
the team has not anyway qualified for 
the semi-finals of the last two World 
Cups, the WICBC will be placing its 


faith in building for the future rather 
than pampering those who have ntrt 
shown they can secure it for their 
team. 

The West Indies team is in 
transition. They are no longer "world 
champions" alter losing a series to 
Australia; even England managed to 
fight them on even terms at home. 
Whatever happened on that England 
tour and, subsequently, in Sharjah, 
their high-profile batsman seems to 
have been a useful local point for 
everything that went wrong. 

Having had much time off since the 
Test at The Oval in August. Lara would 
have been the last one to seek to 
distance himself from an 
international series. But having got 
into this hole, Lara may lind it difficult 
to extract any concessions from his 
board. The minimum he may seek is 
the vice-captaincy and an assurance 
that he will succeed Richardson as 
captain if he comes to the World Cup 
and the WICBC would have to think 
very hard if it is to ensure a place for 
Lara in the future of West Indian 
cricket. No doubt the future welfare ol 
the West Indies cricket team, world 
leaders who set standards in the 
limited-overs game in the age ol its 
infancy, is inextricably tied up with 
Lara. The establishment will have its 
own view. There is certainly much to 
be said in favour of the game being 
greater than the individual. But 
someone or something has to give 
way if I.^ra is to stage a triumphant 
return to the very team he has 
shunned. It is to be hoped a 
compromise will be struck by which 
Brian Charles Lara will take his 
rightful place in the West Indian team. 

When a player is in trouble for 
indiscipline, it is usually a reflection 
on the leadership. It will be sad il Lara 
is lost to cricket. Tears will not be shed 
if some of the officials mentioned 
above leave the scene (unless they are 
tears of joy). Unfortunately, officials 
make the rules—and believe that it 
gives them the divine right to break 
them, too. But the battle lines, it 
seemed, were being drawn while the 
career of one of the most exciting 
batsmen of his time, hung in limbo. # 


WIUS 


HURRICANES THAT 
MISS THEIR MARK! 


The problem modern bowlers face 
of bowling fast and maintaining 
their accuracy at the same time 


M UCH comparison lias been made 

between the fast bowlers oi today and 
those of the past. Great speed was 
generated by the likes of Frank Ty.son, 
John Snow, Wes Hall and Dennis Lillee with the classic 
sideways-on-action. In more recent times we have 
seen fast bowlers like Bob Willis, Michael Holding, 
Malcom Marshall bowling efleclively with open 
chested actions. Others like Ian Bishop and Philip 
DeFreitas who arc fast, also bowl with open chested 
aaion. Docs the predominance of the limited over 
version of the game have anything to do with all this? 

Questions that have been storming in are, whether 
one method or the other should be preferred tor 
generating speed and accuracy; why moderti West 
Indian and some other last bowlers arc predominantly 
open chested and what eflect the pre.sent no-ball rule 
has had on the bowling action. Research into and 
analysis of such matters has been carried out in 
Australia recently using video tapes and computers. 

The icgendar>' FrankTysonaiier studying the results 
found them indy interesting. 

Tyson explams,"Thc tests were conducted on 
international bowlers whose actions were filmed and 
then analysed by comtmtet. It was imind conclusively 
that the 'Sideways-on' action was the best for creating 
forward momentum towards the target. But, the West 
Indian bowlers arc able to produce such great pace with 
an open chested atiion. Because they approach the 
crease with such speed, their momentum carries 
them towards the target naturally. The fast bowlers 
from other countries without this speed of run-up but 
having open-chested actions fall away at the point of 
release. An easy comparison is between Malcolm 
Marshall and DeFreitas. 


"In Allan Donald of South Africa, we have a very fast 
bowler with a side-on action. He cannot, however, 
bowl accurately for a considerable length of time." In 
Tyson's opinion, this is a result of the present no-ball 
rule which does not allow a fast bowler to stretch his 
front foot forward with any freedom because he has to 
bring it down quickly to ensure the forward crease is 
not overstepped. 

"Many of the budding fast bowlers bowl with an 
open-chested action. They also have a pronounced 
'jump' at the crease. As a result they lose a lot of their 
forward momentum and therefore rhythm is hard to 
achieve. So, a side-ways-on action is, with the 
exception of a few, the best method for fast bowling 
with accuracy", says Tyson. 

Tyson's advice to the modern bowler is,"To arrive at 
the crease after having gathered himself into the coil’ 
position. This is the most crucial part of the aaion as it 
defines where the bowling arm goes. The bowling arm 
with ball in hand must come over high and close to the 
body for the ball to be propelled straight. The hand with 
the ball should be brought up to the chin or above and 
then pulled down alongside the body, up and over 
alongside the head. It is essential to get into 'coil' 
position if one has to bowl straight with rhythm. Too 
often the hand is left wandering' away from the body." 

The aim of the bowler is to get everything from the 
front arm, bowling arm, head and follow through going 
down a 'Channel' towards the target. The turning of 
the shoulder and trunk at the crease creates the 
sideway position. From here the front arm and head are 
crucial. The head must stay up and remain still 
throughout the aaion, while the front arm must be 
pulled down towards the target. As the bowling arm 
comes over, it uk) follows the front arm towards the 
target. The body at this point goes through towards the 
target, 'following' the ball down the pitch. 

The problem with today's fast bowlers is that their 
arms do not consistently go towards the target and 

Alim Donald hat ono of tho boat bowling action in tha 
gamo today, but unfortunatoiy iacka conaitttney ovar a 
long poriod of tima 
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MalcoliiiManhall witti hia 'tidaways-on' action was 
DIM of tin most lortial bowtors in his time 


there is too much movement of the upper body because 
of the failure to keep the head still. li the front arm veers 
towards slip or gully, it is natural for the body to follow. 

At this point the bowler struggles to keep everything on 
line as his momentum does not move towards the 
target. The head, which consists of one-third of the 
body weight has to move in a direaion which the body 
is likely to follow. 

The open-chesled action creates problem for bowlers 
as It is very difficult to maintain forward momentum 
towards the target unless one is running in like an 
express train. That is why some quickies who arc erratic 
in line are yet to prove their wicket-taking ability. 

"Few Test bowlers like Philip DeFreitasand Chris Lewis 
have worked tremendously hard on their action lo 
achieve more accuracy and it has paid off. Their 
forward momentum is much straighter right now. This 
is because, in addition to running in quick, Phil is a little 
more sideways-on than before," admits Tyson. 

Does the present no-ball rule limit the modern day 
fast bowler's ability to get sideways-on and 
follow-through without the lear of bowling a no-ball.'’ 

Before the present rule was introduced in 1963 fast 
bowlers were able to run in as quickly as they liked, get 
sideways-on and unleash a rapid delivery without the 
fear of bowling too many no-balls. For a delivery to be 
legitimate the bowler's back fiKit had to be grotmded 
behind the back line. Bowlers could 'drag' thcit back 
foot over the bowling crease, which helped to maintain 
rhythm. The present rule, whereby the front foot must 
not overstep the pupping crease, limits fast Intwlers' 
ability to bowl quick with a good rhythm. As the bowler 
steams in towards the crease, he makes his leap and 
then suddenly has to bring his front foot down so as not 
to bowl a no-ball. For in one day cricket a no ball is a 
very costly error. 

Open-chested actions and the sudden impact of 
bringing the front foot down as the bowler strives to 
keep it on or behind the front line give rise to injuries 
including stress fracture of the front leg, and associated 
side/back strains, both now common-place. 

Many theories are put forward about our present 
bowlers being injury prone. Is it not that before the 
present no-ball rule came in, fast bowlers could run in 
fast and maintain rhythm without too much strain on 
the body? That is why there weie fewer injuries. They 
bowled longer spells and on harder surfaces, and 
without too may injuries. 

Something worth pondering about. 

Rica Roy 
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Where and when was the first match 
of the World Cup played? 

Which two teams played the first 
match? 

An Indian who was destined to play a 
major role in India's 1983 World Cup 
triumph made his one day debut in this 
match. Name him? 

Name the bowler who took 5 wickets 
twice in the 1975 World Cup? 


How many of Kapil Dev's 175 runs I 
againstZirnbabweeameinboundaries? || 

Which country set a record during the ■ 
1992 World Cup competition for a side I 
batting second? I 

What is commiin to Clive Lloyd, Viv I 
Richards, Mohinder Amarnath, David I 
Boon and Wasim Akram in the 1975,1979, I 
1983, 1987, 1992 World Cup finals? ■ 

What record did Dennis Lillee create in 9 
the 1975 World Cup? 9 

Who holds the dubious distinction of 9 
being the most expensive bowler in a 9 
World Cup match? 9 
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A) Identify this World Cup 
hero? 

20 





C) Identify this stand-in 
one day wicket-keeper 
who is more famous for his 
batting? 


B| So you thought David 
Houghton was the 
Zimbabwe wicket-keeper? 
Well, you arc wrong. 
Identify the wicket-keeper? 




ANSWERS 


1 . At Lord's, London on 7th .June, 197‘5. 

2. England and India. 

3. Mohinder Amamath. 

4 . GaryGilmour. 

5. 100(6sixesand Ibfoiirs). 

6 . Sri Lanka. 313 for 7 in 49.2 overs against 
Zimbabwe. 

7 . They arc the five men who have won Man 
Of The Match awards in World Cup finals. 
Lloyd in '75, Richards in '79, Amarnath in '83, 
Boon in '87 and Akram in '92. 

8. He became the first bowler to take 5 
wickets in a one-day international, (against 
Pakistan at Leeds, 1975). 

9. Martin Snedden (New Zealand) 

12-1-105-2 against England at The Oval, 1983. 

A) Glenn Turner of New Zealand who 
single-handedly took his country to the 
semi-finals of the '75 World Cup. 

B) Andy Flower 

C) Jimmy Adams ol the West Indies. 

Compiled By Syed G. Shanawaz, Tiruchirapalli 
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Ckt Mitsubishi Low Smoke 2T. India's first engine oil to meetjatmi's 
hig/xst quality ^lecification - tljeJASO FC standards 



Which means Mitsubishi's smoke control reijuirvrnents are 89% better and its 
exhaust(xyrt blockage control 100% higher than any ordinan' JToil in India. 



Moreofer it has the optimum PIE content ~ the additive 
that ensures complete combustion and maximum engine 
pou'er. The visible proof of which is of course the emission 
you won V see. Kick off uHth lx>w Smoke 2T. Your bike will 
agree it's the cleanest show qfpcnver. 



A MITSUBISHI OIL 

Low Smoke 2T 
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PACE AGE! 


The Wills World Cup 
will have some great fast 
bowlers on view. So let's 
take a look at the pace 
revolution in cricket 

BYINDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

T would already have dawned on 
many present day cricket fans 
that the emergence ol a copious 
number of ^reat fast bowlers in 
the Seventies and Eighties was 
surreal. It was an aberration rather 
than a trend, more a coincidence than 
a question of a flock ol promisitig 
young speedsters coming in the wake 
ol a lew role models. The decline of the 
West Indies, and the more recent 
deteat of Pakistan in the home Test 
series against Sri Lanka is a 
manilestation ol the breakdown in 
the conveyor belt which was hitherto 
hurtling along carrying strapping last 
bowlers ol Irightening speed. 

We are, in inanv ways, a spoilt 
generation, spoilt because we think 
that great fast bowlers come at the 
drop ol a hat —or helmet. We tend to 
imagine that pacemen capable of 
capturing200. ^00a-nd even400Test 
wickets can be conceived merely 
through the inspiration firovided by 
greats ol the day and the modern 
tendency to favour pace, and 
[lerlected in academies. Apart Iroin 
natural ability, a strong Irame and 
sturdy physique, the willingness to 
put in hours ol relentless toil, and the 
stomach to bowl long spells on 
heartless wickets are absolute 
pre-rec|uisiies 

The l<>70s began with South Aliica 
handing out a mighty thrashing to the 
Australians. A major role in this 
success was played by the last bowling 
duo of Peter Pollock and Mike Procter. 
The wrong-footed Procter was the 
first of the new generation ol 
24 
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pacemeri. Triumph was followed by 
tiaf;edy as South Alrica'i apartheid 
polity resulted in the ban on their 
cricket team, and Protter, like many ol 
his successors, was deiued the 
international plalfoim. But the tribe 
ol the fast men began to proliferate 
From the ashes ol the South Africa 
disaster rose a rampaging Dennis 
Lillee.Down Under. Breathing 
brimstone and fire, Lillee was, to 
many, the perfect fast bowler. When 
he was joined by Jeff Thomson, whose 
slinging action generated terrifying 
speed and treat herons lift, one of the 
most fearsome partnerships came into 
being. 

11 the gangling and awkward Bob 
Willis succeeded John Snow as 
Lngland's sjiearhcad, the charismatic 
Imran Khan formed with Sarlraz 
Nawaz a lethal duo. Rithard Hadlee 
gradually developed into a 
quintessential fast medium bowler 
who broke the 40('- Test wickets 
fiarrier. But what 'evoltilionised the 
game in the mid-seventies was the 
battery of West Indies jiacernen. 

Under Clive Lloyd, I he ama/ing 
number ol sjieeilsiers ol pedigree that 


were thrown up one after another 
look the team from the Caribbean 
Islands to the lop of the cricketing 
world. Never had a team dominated 
the game thus. The reticent but 
dangerous Andy Roberts was the 
pioneer, and he soon had the ideal foil 
in Michael Holding. The person who 
declared that Holding was exactly to 
fast bowling what Rolls Royce was to 
cars, could not have described his 
smooth, gliding approach and 
superlative performance more 
eloquently. It was not long belore 
Lloyd had ihe fast bowling ricfics of a 
billionaire, as Joel Garner, Colin Croft 
and Malcolm Marshall arrived in 
quick successk'n. A pace quartet 
became the norm, a result more of 
availability t)f resources and less ol 
strategy! 

Other nations were not to be left 
out. Ian Rothain and Kapil Dev turned 
out to be not only allrounders of ihe 
highest class but also 
record-shattering last medium 
bowlers. It was a sign ol the times that 
the land «>l spin, 

India, produced Kapil Dev, who went 
on to become Test cricket's high'-si 
wicket-taker. The conveyor belt was 
still speeding around and Ihe next 
batch that it brought along was that ol 
the Aussies Craig McDermott, Merv 
Hughes and Bruce Reid. The tall, slim 
left-hander Reid had an impressive 
record belore he became a victim of 
that scourge of last bowlers-injury. 

The West Indies had still more to 
offer as Courtney Walsh, Curtlv 
Ambrose and Ian Bishop carried on 
the great tradition. The Pakistani 
legacy was carried by Wasiin Akram, 
perhaps the greatest left-arm 
paceman since Alan Davidson, and 
record holder in one-day 
internationals, and Waqar Younis 
marked for greatness with a 
strike-rate of nearly six yierTest while 
approaching 200 wickets. 

Walsh, lor long, happy to play 
under the shadow ol ilie earlier 
stalwarts, did an admirable job when 
he look over the role of spearhead. 
Ambrose could easily have been 
mistaken Ittr Garner, and not only 




























ihi' height but also strike-rate and Akrain and Younis,on the other take a twist. All of them had made 

steepling boiinu- were tin- < onimon hand, face more despondency as the their debuts by the late Eighties, and 

factors. Hoth Walsh and Ambrose are old bugbear has them in the charge of hardly any of those who have 

now on tile wrong side ol thirty and in the medical people. There must now followed since have displayed the 

the absence ol other speedsters ol real be serious doubts about the ability of superlative qualities of their 

class, are finding it incnrasingly the latter to be able to complete a long predecessors. Those were 

difficult to maintain the exacting career at the top. For his sake, and or unbelievable decades for fast bowling, 

standards of die past two decades. that of Pakistan, one must hope that The Nineties have not sustained the 

Bishop is rediscovering the joys, and he will rise like a phoenix as some pace, and the Warne" s and Rumbles 

unfamiliar sorrows, of top- class other greats like Lillee did earlier. vie for the honours with the likes of 

(ricket with a remodelled action after Kenneth Benjamin, Jawagal Srinath 

a long hiatus with injury. That is where the story began to Heath Streak and Chaminda Vaas. 
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Craig McDarmott: another fine fast bowler for 
Ansfialia. But will bowlera like Paul ReHfel 
and Glenn McGrath be able to follow in his 
foatsisps7 

The South Africans led by Allan 
Donald and Panic Dc Villiers have an 
attack based almost exactly on pace 
but hardly any of them, barring Brian 
McMillan, belongs to the new 
generation. Aaqib Javed has shone 
more in one-day cricket and is yet to 


pass the real test just as Anderson 
Cummins may have failed it. The 
Australian quartet of Paul Reiffel, 
Glenn McGrath, Damien Flenting and 
lo Angel still have a lot oi ground to 
cover. Devon Malcolm's devastating 
spells have been the exceptions rather 
than the rule, while Darren Gough 
and Dominic Cork have to show that 
they can perform heroic deeds in 
more than one summer. Without a 
shadow of doubt the heady days of 


yore are over. 

If you wish to conduct a quality 
check you could Just go down 
memory lane, and thiitk of names like 
the Australian Fredrick "Demon" 
Spofforth, surely the first great fast 
bowler. Not many bowlers allied 
speed with unrelenting accuracy and 
uncanny changes of pace. He took 
Test cricket's first hat-trick. In the 
Oval Test of 1882, he took seven for 46 
in the first innings and seven for 4‘^ in 
the second as England, needing 85 to 
win, were dismissed for 77. He was 
followed in the late 19th century by 
the Englishmen Robert Peel, George 
Lohmann with 112 wickets (average 
10.75) in 18 Tests bowling slow to fast 
with pin-point accuracy, and the pair 
of Wiliam, Lockwood and Tom 
Richardson. The tjarly 20th century 
witnessed the fast medium bowling 
allied to a deadly leg break of Sydney 
Barnes. He was often rated as the be; 
bowler of all time. And who could 
argue against his statistics of 189 
wickets (average 16.43) in 27 Tests? 
That makes an unthinkable seven 
wickets per Test. The 1920s saw the 
fearsome Australian duo of Jack 
Gregory and Ted McDonald. 

Maurice Tate was one of the 
best-ever fast medium bowlers along 
with Alec Bedser who followed later. 
Harold Larwood and Bill Voce made a 
nightmarish pair in the bodyline 
series, as did the first West Indies 
combination of Learie Constantine 
and Manny Martindale. And there 
were the other great pairs of Lindwall 
and Miller, Tiueman and Siatham, 
Adcock and Heine, Hall and Griffith, 
and Pollock and Procter. In between 
were Alan Davidson with his classical 
side on action, and the multi-faceted 
genius Gary Sobers. 

Graham Mckenzie and John Snow 
were the last of the stalwarts of the 
Sixties. Then came the pace 
revolution. Do any of today's 
pacemen come within light years of 
the giants of the years gone by? The 
answer lies in the fact that the 
balanced attack is back in vogue. And 
by the way, that strange sound you 
heard was a huge sigh of relief from 
from the battered balsm^nof the world. 

XI 



T he birth centenary of India's first 
Test captain Col.C.K, Nayudu on 
Oaober 31 was not celebrated with as 
much fanfare as one would have 
ht)pcd. In 1932, he was past his prime 
when India played its maiden Test at 
Lord's against Douglas Jardine's 
Englishmen. But by then Nayudu was 
already renowned for his big hitting. 
During that tour, the colonel actually 
hit the ball into the next county 
playing against Warwickshire at 
Edgbaston. He smashed the ball over 
square-leg clearing the River Rea, the 
boundary between Warwickshire and 
Worcestershire. 

Nayudu s record of eleven sixes in a 
single first-class innings in his knock 
ol 153 lor the Hindus versus the 
louring MCX: team at Bombay in 
1926-27 was not bettered for 36 years. 
(3nly C J. Barnett and Richie Benaud 
equalled it until tlie lorniei New 
Zealand skipper .lohn Reid slammed 
13 sixes in 1962-63 in his innings ol 
296 lor Wellington against Northern 
Districts. 

It is perhaps fitting that in the 
legendary CK's centenary year a new 
mark lor six-hitting was set up by the 
20-ycar-oId Andrew Symonds. He hit 
16 sixes in his unbeaten 254 for 
28 


Gloucestershire against GiSSl^igan in 
the English county charnpirthsl^in 
August. Occasions such as these 
invariably cajole the mind to 
reminisce the deeds of the great 
entertainers with the willow, those 
who make the game worthwhile for 
the layman and the connoisseur alike. 

Charles Thornton who tarred out 
for Kent and Middlesex durin|i the 
later decades of the nineteenth 
century was considered by many 
observers to have hit the baUlUtltfer, 
higher and farther than any other 
batsman. George Ulyett was a 
contemporary of the immortal Dr. 
W.G. Grace during the 1880s, and a 
fine allroundcr. The tremendous 
power with which he hit the ball was 
best described by a comment in The 
Cricketer, "At BramaU Lane, 

Sheffield, the mighty Ulyett hit a ball 
sc> hard that it went out of the ground, 
ovei the street outside, over the 
houses on the other side of the road, 
over the next street, and finally 
landed in one of the windows of a 
house on the far side of the street!" 

Around the same time, known for 
his clean straight-hitting was the 
Australian George Bonner. It may 
seem a paradox but the bearded giant 


was a graceful striker of the ball. He 
had the temerity to forewarn and then 
launch a ferocious attack on Fredrick 
'demon' Spofforth m a charity match 
at Lord's. He scored 124 out of the 156 
runs scored while he was at t he crease, 
and reached his century with a 
massive off-driven six over the wall 
behind the pavilion. 

Famous as 'The Crouchcr' for his 
propensity to bend low over the bat, 
Gilbert Jessop was highly unorthodox 
in his methods. The Gloucestershire 
batsman rattled up runs at the 
amazing rate of 80 an hour—and that 
was spread over 800 innings spanning 
two decades. None of the greats could 
even remotely match that. By 
contrast, Victor Trumper was most 
stylish, and rated as a pcrlect batsman 
under rilconditions. He scored a 
supeib century before lunch on a wet 
wicket on the first day ol the 1902 
Manchester Te.st while the English 
tactics were to keep Trumper quiet. 

Prom South Africa came the tall 
allroundcr .LH. Sinclair. He made 
ample use of his wrists in his 
big-hitting sprees. His massive hits 
over the gum-trees at tlie old 
Wanderers ground M Johannesburg 
were recalled long ywrs after they 







Gordon Greenidge: his ponchsntfor using the 
long handio made many of his shots look 
almost affortless 

were made. He is said to have smashed 
none olher than Gcf)tf’e 
Lohmann—vvho took 112 wickets in <j 
mere 18 Tests at ctiesianlinf! average 
ol 10.7'> iti the 1880s and 
1890s—iltrice into the railway station. 

Frank Woolley was a legend, the 
second highest rim-geticr tn lirst-class 
cricket alter Sir lack Hobbs.and trnc of 
the greatest allroundcrsever. An 
exquisite timer of the bail, he 
possessed the innate grace of a 
left-hander. In more recent limes 
David Gower was compared to him for 
the lary elegance that wa.'. ollen 
mistaken fora casual attitude. 

Woolley was also a tremendous 
straight-hitter whose batting was 
aptly summed up by R.C. 

Robertson-Glasgow, “Fiank Woolley 
was easy to watch, difficult to bowl to 
and impossible to write about.” 

For sheer range of shots, few could 
match the amazing Percy Fender. He 
was one of the early exponents of the 
reverse sweep, which he used to 
counter Warwick Armstrong's tactics 
in 1921 of bowling wide outside the 
leg stump to a packed on-side field. He 
once square cut a ball at Lord's over 
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point and into the top tier ol the 
grandstand just below Father Time 

Learie Constantine may have been 
knownas 'Electric Heels' for his 
brilliant fielding, but this exciting 
West Indian allrounder was a daring 
stroke-player who played the most 
unusual shots. Playing against 
Middlesex at Lord's in 1928, he hit a 
good length ball from Gubby Allen 
with a horizontal bat high over 
extra-cover into the grandstand 
below the scoreboard. Gerald 
Brodribb, an authority on big-hitting 
noted, "It wasn't a rut and it wasn't a 
drive; it was just Constantine.'' 
Commenting on the cricket of the 
early sixties, Constantine observed, 
"Cricket reflectes its era. The Victorian 
cricketers were irresistible because 
they were carefree—they may have 
had no right to be but they were. 
Cricket today is timid and dull because 
care and worry gnaw at the edges of all 
our minds all the time, even the 
young who give little thought to these 
things." No wonder this "timid and 
dull" game led to the birth of one-day 
cricket with the first limited-overs 
tournament sponsored by Gillette 
being played in England in 1963. 

Big-hitters are seldom those with 
high averages. Wally Hammond was 
an exception. He was once Test 
cricket's leading scorer with 7249 
runs in 85 Tests at 58.45, and was not 
averse to lifting the ball. He hit 
perhaps more sixes on the off-side 
than anyone else, and these were 
generally flat hits, of low trajectory. 

His unbeaten 336—^then a Test 
record—against New Zealand at 
Auckland in 1932-33 adorned eight 
such oil-side sixes. Hammond 
embodied the rare combination ol 
power and grace 

Nayudu's city ol Indore presented 
another delighthil striker of the ball. 
Must hat) Ali. Camion was never a 
word to be lound in his cricketing 
dictionary, and he became the darling 
of the crowd, just as Salim Durrani 
was later. 

The charismatic Keith Miller was a 
ferocious hitter. His sixes t ehind 
scjuare-leg were an awesome sight for 
bowlers and spectators alike. Brodribb 
wrote, "Every lime Miller shaped lo 
swingToshack to leg, the crowd in the 
ringside seats dud.ed. Miller's strokes 
always had the capacity to make 
specialors leel that they were in the 
danger zone and sometimes, indeed. 


they were seriously hit." 

The incomparable Gary Sobers was 
the first to hit all six balls of an over in 
first-class cricket for sixes in 1968. 
Then there was the unlikely sight of 
Ravi Shastri emulating this feat in 
1984-85. But when it came to 
consistent six-hitting, the Somerset 
batsman Arthur Wellard had few 
peers. He logged a total of 131 hits 
over the fence in four seasons in the 
thirties. 

Only Ian Botham hit more in a 
season, smashing 80 in 1985. He too 
had the ability to hit straight in the V 
between long-off and long-on. While 
he was at the crease a shower ol fours 
and sixes was a logical outcome. He 



K. Srikkairth: the 'Mad Max' of Indian batting 


olien brought back cheer to crowds 
which had to endure the dreary 
crawls ol top-order English batsmen 
like Geoff Boycott and Chris Tavare. 

Such is the warm glow of 
enterprising batsmanship. There were 
other modern batsmen with a 
penchant for the long handle like 
Majid Khan, Mike Procter and 
Gordon Greenidge. And one must not 
forget the 'Mad Max' ol Indian 
batting, Krishnamachari Srikkanth. 
Never a prisoner of technique, hitting 
inside-out with abandon and making 
utter nonsense of the bowler's perfect 
length, he was the man the multitude 
flocked to sec Scintillating strikers of 
the ball like these are the ones that 
keep the turnstiles and the cash 
registers ticking. # 
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A football fiesta b 
/% anticipated In 
England this 

JL JLsUmmer as for 
the first time sixteen 
finalists participate tai the 
European Championships, 
slated from June 8-^. 
Media analysts feel that the 
football bonanza, 
marketed as Euro '96, will 
relegate India's cridtet tour 
of England and also the 
early rounds of 
Wimbledon. 

The draw for Euro '96 
held at Birmingham's 


Intemadtmal Convention 
Centre hkd some 
interesting pairing. The 
sixteen qualifies are 
divided inm four eqniU 
groups. The top two 
eadi group will quafify |tjr 
the last eight stage to bd'. 
played on a knockout basis 
on June 22 and June 23. Sir 
Bobby Charlton, felt in 
terms of quality footb^. 


raMbafl tefandt Me smiBofeiw 
GharllM Mick NHcknaU 
^ntra) dvring the draw ef Euro 


Euro '96 will be even bett^' .' 
than the World Cup^ 

Bobby Charlton id st^ - : 
En^nd's highest goal . ,t > 
scorer <49 goals) in , 

. interanationais sakL "lii . 
Euro'96, there atetto . i 
minnows. Every matdh ' ."'r 
will be well-contesttd. . ^ 

Abo there are nocl6ar.cut.; " 
lavotnites.A three-wedc '' '■ 
tournament is ideal not ■ 
too taxi^ on the players, if, ■ 
wUf be Idee die World Ciqjs * ■ 
tllll970.the 

leagucHcotn^inddcottt'' ' V; 

IJEPA's ain^Bcated 










Inf* In TWt Tb 9 «<I»^ 

4ii^*t ^ bMpew 
' CtampiMMMp^atiw 

1| <it M tilM>&IIIWWtl»lt Cwiitt. 

tl w l n fl uw 

. .Qualification system led to 

> «thrilling dimax amongst 
the eight qualilylng 
gnuips. Hwts England and 

f; jthe 0ig}tt group wtaners 
. ’! Itomauia (Gr. 1), Spain 
, (Of. 2i Switzerland (Gr. 

3), Croatia4Gr.4),Czech. 

;?!?. Ib^hUc (Gr. 5), Portugal 
: ^ (Gr. 6);Germany (Gr. 7) 
and Russia (Gr. 8). They 
, were joined by the rix best 
, placed runners-up. 

The best placed 
runners-up were chosen 
after a complex system 
which required minute 
' perusal of results. UEFA 
have unveiled a system 
which they think is the 
fairest. The results of all the 
group runners-up against 
the first, third and fourth 
placed teams in their 
respeaive groups, were 
considered for 
qudification for the final 
rounds of Euro 96. Thus 
results like France 10 vs 
Azerbaijan 0 in Group 1 
and Portugal 8 vs 
liechtenstein 0 in Group 6, 
became irrelevant. 

Prior to the last round of 
matches on Nov 15 '95. the 
second-placed teams were 
placed in the following 
order: Scotland. 

Denmark,Turkey, 
Germariy, France, Czech 
Ri^ubUc, Italy and rite 
RepuUic of Ireland. In 
^oup 5, Czech Republic 
•defeated Luxembourg 3-0 
andgmup leaders Norway 
lost p-3 to Ilolland. thus 
, the 0»ch Republic 

defeated Luxembourg 3-0 
^ ’ ian^gronp leaders Norway 

> ‘ lioQand, Thus 

';||e^zech;Rqtublic became 
^oup whiners and Holland 



The 16 national lasm coaclm 
wHh the Henry Delaunay trophy 

PHOTOGRAPHS BY COLORSPORT 

came second. Norway 
which led the group from 
the start were eliminated ai 
rite last hurdle. 

In Group?, Germany 
be8tBulgaria3-lto 


become group winners. 
Holland and the Republic 
of Ireland participated In 
the play-off match at 
Liverpooi in 
mid-December .Holland 
won 2-0 to reach the fbtal 
rounds of Euro '96 through 
the back door. 

So the six second-placed 


teams which automaticafiy , 
qualified for Euyo'^flh^ ' v. 
roupdsare: France (Gr. 1)*, v: 
Denmark (Gr, 2), 

TurkeyfGir. 3),Ttoly <Gr.4j.: v' 
Bulg«^(Gr.7) and . y 
ScothmdfGr.R). 


The rixteeh qUaffliers>^,.y 
divided into rite 


fourgroups. Bnglandas ' 


.m 4 


.'4th 





GROUP A 

Wembley and Villa Park 

ENGUUIO 

Priced reasonably at 7 1 purely on home advantage 
Resilience and desire are strengths Gascoigne the 
enigma 

SmrZERlAM) 

Qualifymg was their Cup linal Roy Hodgson is now a 
part timer and his workmanlike Swiss squad rate no 
higher than 50-1 

HOUANO 

The skills to win it the defensive \ iilnerability to lose it 
third plate at best Maturing physically and mentally 
9 2 favourites 

SCOTIANO 

Craig Brown moulded the whole around McAlbster as 
greater than the parts 50-1 odds no insult 
quarter-finals an achievement 


GROUPS 

Elland Road and St James Park 

SPAIN 

Tough, hard, collecuve Basque pnnaples The team has 
been consistent and should reach the semi-finals 7-1 is 
a fair bet 

BUUSAMA 

Who knows if Stoichkov and to can rekindle the 
motivation of USA 94? If effort is allied to technique 
16-1 are odds worth taking 

ROMANU 

Hagi hes fallow between tournaments that inspire him 
USA 94 was a histoncal h^th point but uncertainty 
refleaed in odds of 16-1 

HIANCE 

Dropped Cantona and Ginola and discovered team 
effort Capable of a quarter-final place and fairly priced 
at 10-1 


GROUP C 

Old Tfafford and Anfield 

GERMANY 

lournament mentality second to none now prepared 
to allow individual txjiression Good valut at 5 l 
Potential winners 

CZECH REPUBLIC 

Inconsistent technically sound but too kw players can 
raise their game more than once a week SO 1 odds 
unattractive 

ITALY 

Altei international fiddling the coach believes he has 
settled his team Tougher than in 1994 should reach 
the iinal lour s ) odds 

RUSSIA 

Uiideiestimau the mat sour peiil I he Russians often 
get touriiameni morni ntiini then tun out of 
self belief hence 20 1 odds 


GROUP D 

Hillsborough and City Ground 

DENMARK 

Defending champions but bookmakers who ofkr 25 i 
are no fools The high status was a one off that will not 
be repeated 

PORTUGAL 

Pretty on the e>e technically gifted but unproven in 
the rigours of tournament play At 10 la reasonable 
bet 

TURKEY 

Stubborn and over reliant on Hakan their one proven 
scorer Capable of making life difficult but no fortune to 
be won at 50-1 

CROATIA 

Depends on the first XI remaining fit No tournament 
experience but skills as good as any 14 1 generous odds 


hosts and for Wembley 
convenience are top seeds 
along with Denmark 
(holders), twice European 
Championship vnnners 
Germany and the most 
iminovvd European nation 
Spain, try vhtue of their 
32 


records in the last World 
Cup and European 
qualifiers 

Group A consists of 
Lngland Holland 
Scotland and Switzerland 
Group B has Spain World 
Cup semi finalist 


Bulgaria,France and World 
Cup quarter-finalists 
Bulgana, France and 
World Cup 

quarter-finalists Romania 
Gt C has formidable 
Germany, Italy Czech 
Republic and Russia Gr D 


IS comparatively the 
weakest and has holders 
Denmark, Portugal, much 
improved and dark horses 
Croatia and Turkey 
Ladbrokes have made 
Holland favountes for Euro 
'96 
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Tortureproof. 
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SAP And Sound 

With the SAP Games gold under their belt, Indian football 
may look healthy at present. But the fact is 
that the smaller nations are catching up with us 


NBIA'S football 
ambitions at the SAF 
Games came true. In a 
contest in which goals 
were scarce (9 goals in 
seven matches) India won 
the gold medal in style, 
scoring five goals and not 
conceding any in their 
three matches. It was a 
historic triumph as India 
became the first nation to 
win the SAF Games 


football gold medal 
without conceding any 
goal. 

For chief coach Rustam 
Akhramov it was a 
welcome New Year's gift. 
His year of frustrations and 
near misses (runners-up in 
the SAARC gold at 
Colombo and losing in the 
preliminary phase of the 
pre-Olympics) at least 
ended on a note of hope 


and promise. 

India's first SAF Games 
football gold medal since 
1987 was not champagne 
football all the way but a 
triumph for team-spirit, 
adequate bench strength 
and variety in attack. In 
their last triumph at 
Calcutta, India beat Nepal 
1 -0 in the final with a last 
minute goal. The 1995 
triumph is India's third 


football gold medal in six 
attempts at the SAF Games 
(at the inaugural SAF 
Games in 1984, India did 
not participate in football). 

It was not just the 
triumph but the manner of 
viaory which indicated 
that India once again reigns 
supreme.at least in South 
Asian football. Technical 
direaor Shabbir Ali hopes 
that the '95 SAF Games 
triumph will lead to a 
resurgence of Indian 
football. He said, "we have 
once again got the winning 
habit. Hopefully, the losing 
streak which started at the 
end of 1993, losing via the 
tie-breaker 5-6 to Nepal in 
the SAF Games final at 
Dhaka and then an 
unexpected 0-1 loss to .Sri 
Lanka in the SAARC final 
at Colombo, is now over " 

Mohun Hagan's slim, 
sinewy and speedv 
midfielder Satyajit 
Chatterjee was the only 
survivor of the I *^87 gold 
medal-winning squad. 
Nicknamed "Satya" the 
32-ycar-.old veteran ol the 
1987,1989, 1991 and 1995 
SAF Games teams, 
however, sounded a note 
of warning. He said, 

"South Asian nations 
especially Sri Lanka and 
Maldives have improved so 
rapidly, I do not know 
how. In 1987, Maldives 
was no team. A good club 

Pasha who gm Iniia At 
football gold 








SCOf 


side could have beaten 
them. Now their approach 
is very professional. Sri 
Lanka were also nil some 
years ago no match for us 
but now they are very 
difficult to beat. We have to 
keep improving as now 
even the South Asian 
nations are taking football 
very seriously." 

Of the five nations in the 
SAF Games footbali, only 
Nepal's coach was a son of 
tfic soil. Others all had 
foreign (oaches. Several 
ex-internationals who 
scoffed at India's SAF 
Games football gold medal 
as no great shak'-s should 
revise their opinions. 
Football IS now 
professionaly organised 
and on the upsurge even in 
South Asia. The days when 
India beat Sri I.anka 5-3 
and 7-0 in the 1964 


pre-Olympics arc now a 
mirage, a distant dream. 

Bronze medallist Sri 
Lanka conceded just one 
goal in three matches and 
were a tough nut to crack. 
Their left stopper back 
Sampath Pereira quick on 
the tackle and 
commanding in the air, 
was unlucky to be deprived 
by India and East Bengal's 
Aloke Das of the accolade 
of player of the 
tournament. The Emerald 
Isle's 0-1 loss to India in the 
group phase, was caused by 
some magical footwork 
and a deft cross by 
Baichung Bhutia on the 
left for Vijayantoheadin. 

India's win was 
notewonhy as coach 
Akhramov used a 
makeshift de'ence. Carlton 
Chapman who cither 
functions as a midfielder or 


winger played as right back 
as seasoned Iliyas Pasha 
was unavailable due to 
fractured ribs. Chapman 
gave a compact 
performance and excelled 
in overlaps, scoring twice 
against hard tackling Nepal 
in the semi final. With 
former skipper V.P. 

Sathyan being sidelined for 
reporting late to the camp 
and JCT's stopper Amrik 
Singh having migrated to 
England, India had little 
choice in dclence. Stoppers 
Alokc Das and Debashis Pal 
Chowdhury marshalled 
the defence adequately 
with timely interceptions, 
tackles and positioning. 

In the semi final, against 
Nepal two key players .lo 
Paul Ancheri (wrenched 
knee) and Bhutia 
(damaged left ankle due to 
a hard tackle) were carried 


off with the score still 
goalless. The situation 
seemed grim for India 
However, Akhramov has 
created depth in the squad. 
Replacements Basudeb 
Mondal and Aqttil Ansari 
fitted into the game plan 
adequately. Both Ancheri 
and Bhutia missed the final 
but still India won 1 -0 
without much ado. 

However as Akhramov 
whose contract has been 
renewed for another year 
says 'Indian football needs 
more exposure and a less 
demanding domestic 
circuit. I want three foreign 
tours for the national team 
before any major 
assignment in 1996" 
Hopefully Priva Ranjan 
Das Mtinshi, P. P. 
Lakshmanan and the AIFF 
are listening. 

Novy Kapadia 
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The Sporting 
Princess Di 


FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


•f. RINCESS Diana is not exactly 

k. p a fitness Ireak, but she 

|, certainly belongs to the 

-S'- fitness Iraternity. And 

obviously like most people, who 
believe in the ideals of ihe Rtidy 
Beautiful, she loo seems to enjoy the 
company of strong, sporting and 
spirited personalities. 

It seems this aspen of Lady Diana's 
colourful life has somehow been lost 
amid the din of the unfolding Palace 
drama. 

We all know how the fairy tale had 
started. There was this Prince, then 
the most eligible royal bachelor in the 
continent. A man of many talents, the 
most spectacular of which was his 
36 


prowess on the polo field. For Print e 
Charles, polo was not just a rich man's 
hobby. He was serious about it, he was 
passionate about it and he was good at 
it. And you know how physically 
demanding a sport polo really is. ft 
takes a man to be remarkably fit to 
excel in this sport and hence Prince 
Charles could not but be a highly 
trained, highly skilled and physically 
lit man to dazzle his subjects and win 
many a young heart. 

One of them surely was the then 
shy Di'. As the Princess later revealed 
she genuinely fell in love with such a 
Prince Charming. 

Every thing about him, at that time 
seemed so heroic and sporting. He was 
a well-read man, a many-faceted 
personality. In his full ceremonial 
outfit, he looked so regal, so towering 


A look at 
PritK^ss Diana's 
sporting ^ 
connections M 


a figure. But most of all, his 
white-knight image, as he liiarged 
down the length and breadth of the 
polo held, dwarfing many of his 
team-mates and opponents made him 
so fascinating, so electric, so lull of life 
to the young eyes of Princess Diana. 

That was first love—of budding, 
flowering womanhood, won so 
dcscrvingly by a man of enormous 
sporting enthusiasm. And later as the 
fairy tale waned, and drama unfolded, 
it became evident that the Lady 
always had a special niclie in her heart 
for manhood at its very best. 

Rumour, however, has it that the 
Princess never quite liked the game of 
polo. She had often been at polo 
grounds to see the Prince of Wales in 
action, both before and after their 
'wedding of the century', but gossip 






C O N T R O V E R S Y 


mongers (alias tabloid journalists) 
claimed to have got it from the horse-s 
mouth that the polo-playing prince 
could not really impress his young 
bride. 

It is extremely difficult to ascertain 
this, but apparently there is no reason 
to believe this, because despite all the 
turbulence their married life has been 
through over the years, there indeed 
were happier times when the princess 
'adored' her prince. The Prince who 
was a fine specimen ol physical 
excellence, who was good at polo, 
heroic on horseback, spectacular on 
icy slopes on a pair of ski boards. 

Later Lady Diana 'adored' someone 
else too, as she herself revealed in her 
infamous BBC interview. 

.Significantly enough, this time too the 
man is celebrated not only tor his 
athletic prowess but also for his skills 
on horseback. In fact he was her riding 
teacher. Their acquaintance quickly 
blossomed into a strong emotional 
attachment that filled the void an 
unhappy marriage had left in Diana's 
lite. 

Diana conlessed site was in love 
with James Hewitt, she 'adored' him, 
she depended on him lor emotional 
support. Hewitt was just the kind ot 
man she needed m her love-lorn lile; 
strong, lively, youthful, throbbing 
with vitality that permeated his whole 
being. 

Hewitt's vitality obviously 
stemmed Irom hisaihlelit, sporting 
lile, which Diana seemed to have 
admired all her lile, but equally 
importantly, she received from him 
the kind ol sympathy and 
understanding that anybody in her 
plight would have pined for. Diana 
began to depend on Hewitt. She 
thought Hewitt deserved her trust. 
Unfortunately she was wrong, 
absolutely wrong; she discovered that 
later, much to her pain. The man of her 
trust let her down, as she herself 
revealed, by making the story of their 
relationship a trading commodity 
-—for a few pieces of silver, only. 

But Lady Diana did not lose her 
faith in man. She continued to believe 
in friendship with the kind of person 
she admired, and reports had it that 


she found one in England's 
immensely popular rugby skipper 
Will Carling. Another impressive 
sporting hero, pulsating with life, and 
verve, who has excelled in what 
probably is the toughest sport on earth. 


Will Carling indeed is an admirable 
man. Not only is he the darling of 
England's rugby fans, but also a kind 

Polo iios always boon o possian of Prince 
Charles', but has never been a favourite of 
Princess Di 
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of team man, leader, lor whom his 
colleagues would stake their life. 

There were times when Will Carling 
was not quite in the good books of 
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England rugby bosses; at times even 
punitive measures against him had 
been contemplated. But, in the end, 
Carling remained unscathed, mainly 
because of the wholehearted support 


Tbh wai ana panoa on whom the PrincMi 
dopa n Jod a tot omoMonallw In tiwoa of otrWo. 
But Major Jamas Hawitt'lot down'tha 
Princoss whan ho barod all tha aaerats of thoir 
affair in a book Priacoai ill Imw 

he received Irom his teammates. 

His quiet confidence, leadership 
style and the strength that exudes 
from every sinew of his muscles have 
given him a rock-solid image of 
dependability. He may be lacking the 
flamboyance so characteristic of a 
charismatic sportsman, but there is 
that unmistakable air ol firmness 
about him that makes him prime 
among equals. Leadership has not 
been thrust upon him, it grows in him, 
stemming from the respect he 
commands so naturally from 
everyone around him. 

And of course his physical prowess, 
his athleticism are exemplary. 
Wouldn't you like to have such a guy 
as a friend ? Anyone would. And so, 
they say, did Diana. In het married 
life, she had all along been lacking 
someone dependable. 111 had been in 
her predicament, I would have 
definitely been attracted to someone 
who fits our common vision ot a 
heroic personality, physically and 
otherwise. And the latest we heard 
about Carling is iliat his marriage is on 
the rocks, for his royal liaison. 

In her own life Lady Diana has 
always laid a lot oi emphasis on 
physical fitness; not even the 
omnipresent, camera-totting peeping 
toms could stop her daily visit to her 
lavouritegyms. And, ol course, the 
Centre Court at Wimbledon has 
always been graced by her royal 
presence. She loves the sporting life. It 
is only natural that a young lady like 
her should look up to a Will Carling as 
one of a kind. 

It is only natural that-someone like 
her should go up to a well-built, 
handsome friend in the gym and say, 
"What does it take in this place for a 
girl to get a man to buy her a coffee"? 
Well, that was what she said as the 
opening line to who is apparently her 
new boyfriend: Christopher Whalley. 
And again, she met this gentleman at 
no other place but the fitness centre. 
Sporting kind, is not she lady Di! • 
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Pam- comes 
{^a0€inlndia 


P AXAKHiDlNG is the latest i 
aercMpon to take the worid 
«l odimature span by stonn. 

1\o {trove that India is pot too 
far behiad in the Intemational 
scenario, the hist National Para- 
(Elding Chamitionships were held at 
BiUlnght Himachal Pradesh and was 
won ^ohiriy by Rajan Juvekar and 
Rostum LaL The fint edition of the 
champfamships was sponsored by the 
Hatley India Para School and was 
eagaidsed by the Department of 
Toiulnn of the Himachal Pradesh ' 
government. 

The skies at Billing turned Into a 
canvm of psycheddic colours as the 
|wra*gliden took to the skies, and it 
was a wonderful s^t to see more 
than ten para-gliders from India ' 
mastering the skies at the same timt. 
The meet at Billing ceitainly managed 
to evctite a lot of interest in the sports 
that previously was not too famous in 
India. The meet was so successful that 
Billing, with its backdrop of lush green 
valleys and stark mountains is being 
biDed as tiie venue for the Pre-World 
Ci^ and the Worid Championships, 
in‘96 and'97. 

The origin of this adventure sport 
dates hack to the 1940s when an 
aviation pioneer. Dr. Francis Rogalio 
Bled fora patent for his flexible Delta 
kite—an invention of his. But, not till 
the early 'go’s were parachutes and 
hang-gliders fopt launched regularly, 
from the httls, Mttce then, the sport 
has been expanding rapidly, and is 
now one of the more papular 
adventute sport world wide. 

Hailey India the pioneer of 
hang-gliding in India has ambitious 
plans to make India a force to redion 
with in the sport imemationally. They 
plan to set up an academy where they 
will train about thousand aspi rants by 
theendoftheyear. 

With hang-aiding having taken to 
the skies, literally, it remains to be 
seen whether the sky will be limit for 
this adventure sport in India. 
PradaapChamaria Si 

PMoeEPCHAMAmA 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 


PHAWINGS ARTHUHCARIXVO 



Twelve-year-old Ahmed Khan, born in a Calcutta slum, works as a ball boy 
in a tennis club. The coach of the club senses that the boy has great potential 
and an unquenchable determination. So he teaches him the game and 
Ahmed Khan sets out on a journey that transforms his life and that of his 
family. A factional short story for children and adults alike 


BYSHEVLIN SEBASTIAN 

A hmed khan was lacing 
deical! 

He was 4-5 down and 
0*40 in the second set 
against Shyamal Ghosh in the 
semi-final of the Under-14 Lawn 
Tennis championships. If he lost the 
next point, Ahmed would lose the 
match. Shyamal Ghosh had already 
won the first set. The spectators 
42 


looked shocked. Ahmed Khan had 
been in fine form throughout the 
tournament and was expected to win 
it. But now, here he was, about to lose 
in the semi-final. 

It was Ahmed's turn to serve. He 
tossed the ball up high in the air and 
hit it as hard as he could. But the ball 
went and hit the net. 'Fault!' shouted 
the umpire. Ahmed felt his body 
become tense and stiff. His face was 
perspiring very much. He was gasping 
for breath. Again, he tossed the ball up 


and he hit it a little more slowly. 
Again, the ball hit the net. Double 
laultl And the match was over. 
Shyamal Ghosh had won in straight 
sets. Ahmed ran towards the net and 
shook the opponent's hand. And then 
the tears rolled down. This loss was 
too unexpeticd. 

His coach Mukesh Verma came up 
to him and said, 'What happened, 
Ahmed? This was not the usual 
Ahmed. What happened to you, my 
boy?' 





Ahmed shook his head and said, 'I 
don't know Sir, My hands iro/e. My 
legs just could not move at all. I was 
leeling so stiff. 

Mukesh Verniaiiodded his head 
and then he put his hand on Ahmed's 
shoulders and said, 'Is iheie any 
trouble at home? You only play badly 
when the problems at home are loo 
much. So tell me what has happened?' 

Ahmed rubbed his face with a while 
towel and cleared his nose. His eyes 
were red. Then fie looked up at 
Mukesh Verma and said, 'Sir my 
brother who is a drug addict hit me 
very hard before 1 came to play the 
match. You know, one should be calm 
and peaceful before a match. But just 
as I was getting ready to come, he 
came up to me and asked me for some 


money. I didn't have any money on 
me. I had given everything to my 
mother. But he was feeling very 
nervous. He said, 'It's time for my fix. I 
need some money.' 1 told him, 'Taslim 
Bhai, I have given all my money to 
mother. You ask her.' He gave a slap 
across my face and said, 'You stupid 
fool, don't give everything to mother. 
Leave something for me. I need 
money every day.' And then he hit me 
on the head. Then he pushed me to 
the floor, sat on my chest and pressed 
my throat very hard. I couldn't 
breathe at all. Then he hit me on my 
head and shoplders with his fists. My 
mood was spoilt. My neck and 
shoulders were aching. How can you 
play and win a match after this?' 

'Can I go and speak to your 
brother?' Mukesh Verma asked. 

'It's no use. Sir. Because as soon as 
you leave, he will hit me again. He will 
ask me why I have complained to you.' 

'Why can't your parents do 
something about it?' 

'Sir,' Ahmed replied, 'my father is a 
heart patient. He is sixty years old and 
very weak. My mother is frightened of 
Taslim Bhai because he also hits her. 
My brother is thirty years old and still, 
he has no hesitation to hit my mother. 
But he is a drug addia with no 
income. So when the time comes for 
his fix , he will do anything to get 
some money. I am sure after he hit 
me, he must have hit my mother, to 
get some money. But the money was 
finished. There was no money in the 
house. But if I had won today...' 

'Here,' Mukesh Verma said, taking 
out his purse, 'keep this hundred 
rupee note with you. I know you 
don't like to take money from me, but 
when you win your next tournament, 
you can pay me back. Ahmed, you 
have to learn one thing: you have to 
forget your family as soon as you 
come to the court. Otherwise, you will 
not be able to play properly. 

'1 am trying. Sir,' Ahmed replied, 
'but some days, when things become 
too difficult, 1 cannot forget the house. 
I am also a human b< ing. I am not an 
animal. My brother has changed so 
much after he has become a drug 
addict. Before, he was such a gentle 


person. Now, for the smallest reason, 
he will get violent. I don't know what 
will happen to him? How long can he 
carry on like this? Because he is not 
earning, there is so much of pressure 
on me. I am only twelve years old and 
yet I have to look after my elder 
brother, my father and my mother. I 
have no hopes of going to school. I am 
under so much of pressure all the 
time. It I don't win, we will starve. 

That is the position I am in at present.' 

'Relax,' Mukesh Verma said, 'relax, 
things will change. We have to do 
something about your brother. I think 
we should try to get him into a 
de-addiction clinic. That is the place 
where addias learn to break their 
dependence on drugs. Let me find out 
where these clinics are. Then I will 
meet your brother and I wdll try to 
persuade him to join a clinic.' 

Ahmed nodded his head and smiled 
a little. Then he picked up his tennis 
racket and his one towel and walked 
out of the South Club in Calcutta 
towards Park Circus where he lived in 
a slum. 

Ahmed Khan became a tennis 
player rather accidently. When he 
was eleven years old, he used to come 
out of his house on Suhrahwardy 
Avenue, cross the road and go to the 
Calcutta Gymkhana tennis club. He 
was fascinated by the game the rich 
people played. It seemed so wonderful 
to play with a racket and that level 
yellow ball. One day, while he was 
standing there and staring at the 
players with a deep wistfulness, a tall 
man came up to him and said, 'Hey 
boy, do you want to work as a ball 
boy? We will pay you Rs. 10 a day. My 
name is Mukesh Verma.' 

Ten rupees! It was a God-send. 'Yes 
Sir,' Ahmed said enthusiastically and 
that was how he met Mukesh Verma 
and became a ball boy. 

Mukesh Verma was the chief coach 
of the Calcutta Gymkhana tennis 
club. He was thirty years old, tall and 
slim with brown hair and a shining 
pink face. He wore a white T-shirt, 
blue shorts and thick white Adidas 
sneakers. He coached ail the young 
people of the Club. He loved the game 
very much and he was keen to see as 

43 


many young people play the game as 
possible. And Irom very early on, 
Mukesh Verma was struck by 
Ahmed's passion for the game. The 
way that he collected the balls, the 
keen way that he watched the players 
playing, he knew that this boy was 
diferent from all the other ball-boys 
he had known. 

So, one day, a few months later, 
after all the players had gone home, 
Mukesh Verma asked Ahmed, 'Do 
you want to learn to play tennis?' 

'Oh yes Sir,' Ahmed replied (juickly, 
his eyes wide open, 'I want to play 
very much.' 

Mukesh Verma looked at Ahmed 
very closely. He was thin and frail. He 


wore a torn T-shirt and his shons were 
also torn at the sides. But there was a 
fire in Ahmed's brown eyes. The 
coach realised that this boy had a 
fierce determination in him. So. he got 
him a spare racket and began playing 
with Ahmed. And straightaway, 
Ahmed showed a skill and a knack for 
the game. His strokes were text-bwtk 
perfect and Mukesh Verma 
exclaimed, 'Where did you learn to 
play all these strokes so perfectly? I 
mean, you have the right technique m 
both your iorehand and backhand 
shots.' 

'Sir,' Ahmed shouted from across 
the net, '1 have been watching you 
coach your students. Then I would go 


home and practise these strokes with a 
broken racket which I collected frtmi 
the Club niali. 1 have been doing it for 
alongt'me.' 

'So why didn't you tell me you 
wanted to play the game so much?' 
lyiukesh Verma said. 

'Sir, 1 was feeling so shy. 1 am just a 
ball boy. My job is to collect balls and 
not to play.' 

'Of course not!' said Mukesh 
Verma, 'if you have the talent, you 
have to play. There is no question 
about it. Your only weakness is the 
serve. You have to learn to serve 
properly. And I can tell you boy, that 
you arc going to become a wonderlul 
player very soon.' 

Ahmed Khan started practising 
with Mukesh Verma every day in the 
morning after all the other players had 
gone home. There was really nothing 
that Mukesh Verma had to teach him. 
His strokes were elegant and he had a 
naiiiral talent lor the game. His only 
weakness was the serve and Mukesh 
Verma made Ahmed practise ii lor an 
hi lur every day. .Sometimes, both the 
coach and the student jilayed friendK 
matches with each other And alwav s 
Mukesh Verma was suiprised by 
Ahmed's determination to win He 
refused lo give up till he had lost the 
final point. There was an intensity iti 
him, a determination that was 
wonderful to see 

'You really have wonderlul 
determination, Mukesh Verma told 
Ahmed after yet another practice 
match. 

'Yes Sir,' replied Ahmed, 'when you 
come from my background, then you 
have this determination All these rich 
people's children are very soft. They 
are soft because things have come 
easy to them. They have never 
struggled for anything in life. They 
don't know what it is to go hungry for 
a day. Or not to have proper clothes to 
wear. Or to live in a hut where there is 
no electricity. Or not being able to go 
to school.' Ahmed stopped speaking 
and the tears came to his eyes. 

'Come on Ahmed,' Mukesh Verma 
replied, and tapped him on the *i 
shoulders, 'now there is a way out. 

You have a beautiful talent. You have 
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will power. You are going to be a 
successful player. I am sure t)f that. It is 
just a matter of time before you defeat 
me in the praaisc matches and after 
that, you are on your way.' 

And that was true. Nine months 
later, Ahmed took part in the 
Under-14 tennis tournament at the 
Calcutta Gymkhana tennis club. And 
without any problem, he reached the 
final and won. He was twelve years 
old and he earned Rs 250 for his 
victory. When he went home with the 
money, his mother kissed him on the 
head and his father began to cry. And 
so Ahmed started to earn for his family 
from that age. Where other children 
from middle class families were 
studying and leading a carefree life, 
here was Ahmed k)oking after his 
family. His earning as a ball boy was 
drountf Rs .WO per month. Then one 
day. Mukesh Verrna called him over 
and said, Ahmed, 1 have a job for you. 
Mr Singh's son, Gajinder. wants to 
learn tennis. He is ol your age, and 1 
thought tliat since I was so busy, why 
don't you roach him? Mr Singh has 
agreed because he has watched you 
plav, and he knows that you arc a line 
player.' 

'No problem,' Ahmed said, with a 
smile 

And Mr Singh said that lie will pay 
you Rs 300 per month, if you coach 
Gajinder one hour a day, six times a 
week.' 

No problem Sir,' Ahmed replied, 'it 
is a big thing tor me.' 

Ahmed started coaching Gajmdet 
Singh and he also had a knack for 
coacliing also. Within a month, 
Gajinder had learnt to play all the 
strokes and Mr Singh was very happy. 
Now. Ahmed had a steady income of 
Rs 600 a month and it saved his 
family. They could at least eat 
something every day. And if he did 
well in tournaments, then he earned 
more money. 

One Saturday morning, Mukesh 
Verma said, 'How is the scene at 
home? And how is your brother 
Taslim?’ 

' 'Taslim Bhai is the same,' replied 
Ahmed, 'once a drug addia, always a 
drug addict.' 


'Not necessarily,' Mukesh Verma 
said, I have found a clinic where they 
will help drug addicts to break their 
habit. It is on Royd Street and fora 
month's stay, it will cost two thousand 
rupees.' 

'Oh my God,' Ahmed replied, 
where will 1 get so much money?' 

'Don't worry,' Mukesh Verma 
replied, 'I will provide the money. 
Don't say no. One day, I am sure, you 
are going to become a big tennis 
player. Then you can repay me.' 

Ahmed was still hesitant Then he 
looked up and said. Sir, I don't know 
how Taslim Bhai will react to a request 
like this.' 

'Come, let us go and meet him,' 
Mukesh Verma said, maybe, 1 could 
persuade him to join this clinic.' 

Ahmed again looked hesitant but 
finally, he nodded and they got up and 
went out of the Calcutta Gymkhana 
tennis club They crossed 
Suhrahwardy Avenue, and entered 
the by-lane that went into the slum. It 
was the montfi of June and it had 
rained the previous night. The road 
was slushy. Near the entrance to the 
slum, there was a mound of garbage. 
Tliere was a horrific smell because of 
It. Quickly, Mukesh Verma took out a 
white handkerchief and pressed it to 
his n(»se. Ahmed did not react at all. 

He was used to the smell. They 
entered a very narrow lane, with huts 
with very low roofs on both sides. 
Suddenly, screaming was heard from 
one hut. Mukesh Verma saw through 
the window that a man was beating 
up his wile. A drain by the side ol the 
lane was overflowing with blackish 
water, green leaves, paper packets and 
banana skins. They turned right and 
in the middle of another lane, was 
Ahmed's hut. 

Ahmed beckoned Mukesh inside. 
The coach in his tennis shorts and 
white shirt and white sneakers was 
already looking odd in this 
environment. Mukesh Verrna bent 
his head and entered the low 
entrance. Inside, it was dark except lor 
a little sunlight commg in through a 
window. The room was narrow and 
small. At one corner, there was a 
wooden bed. At another corner, there 


was a stove and against the wall, a few 
wooden utensils. Ahmed's parents sat 
on the bed while Taslim Bhai sat on his 
haunches on the floor, at one corner, 
smoking a beedi. Ahmed went to 
Taslim Bhai and said, 'Brother, this is 
my coach Mukesh Verma. I have* 
already told you about him. He wants 
to help you.' 

Mukesh Verma looked at Taslim 
Bhai and was shocked. The eyes were 
red and they were jutting out of the 
face. There was a week's Stubble on his 
face. The teeth were yellow and dirty. 
A collar bone jutted out. He was bare 
bodied and he wore a black dhoti. 

'How does he want to help me?' 
Taslim Bhai said in a loud voice. 

'Well,' Ahmed said, scratching his 
head with his fingers and then he 
looked at his coach. 

'Actually,' Mukesh Verma said, I 
thought that it would be good for you 
to enter a clinic that cures drug 
addicts.' 

'And since when have you become 
my pop?' asked Taslim Bhai and he 
spat on the floor, 'who told you to 
come here? Don't interfere with us, 
you rich dogs! Wasting money playing 
while we don't have enough to eat. 

We don't have a proper place to stay. 
We don't have water! We don't have 
electricity! And you spend money 
playing tennis. You rich dogsT 

Taslim Bhai jumped up and tried to 
grab Mukesh Verma's throat. Ahmed 
yelled, 'Taslim Bhai!' but his elder 
brother was very angry. He tried to 
press Mukesh Verma's throat as hard 
as he could and finally the coach lost 
his temper. He caught Taslim Bhai's 
hands and yanked it away. Then he 
grabbed Taslim Bhai around his chest 
and pushed him to the floor. 

Theni Mukesh Verma put his hands 
on both of Taslim Bhai's shoulders 
and kept him pressed down. For a 
while. Taslim Bhai tried to get up but 
them he gave up and lay limp on the 
floor. Then Mukesh Verma got up and 
said, 'Taslim, I was only trying to help 
you.' 

'Sir, Sir,' Ahmed said, biting his lips, 
'1 am sorry for my brother's 
behaviour.’ 

All this time, the parents were 
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sitting quietly with a look of shock on 
their laces. Then the mother got up 
from the bed and touched Mukesh 
VerTi ’2 s leet. 

'Sahib,' she said, with tears in her 
eyes, 'it is because of you that we are 
not starving. And this ungrateful son 
ol mine wants to fight you. I am sorry 
about it. But a drug addict is not really 
in his senses. I am sorry. Sahib we 
thank yovi for saving our son, Ahmed. 
Without him, 1 don't know what 
would have happened to us. My 
husband is a heart patient and is not • 
keeping good licalth. It is such a 
difficult life.' 

At this moment, Taslim Bhai got up 
and walked out of the hut. 

Ahmed's mother began to cry. 
Mukesh Verma looked at the grey 
hair, the droopitig sad eyes, and the 
thin body and he felt a deep sadness 
within him. 

Don't worry, mother,' he said, '1 
understand about Taslim Bhai. It's all 
right. 1 just wanted to hel|» him. But 
since he does ntit want any help, there 
is noiliiiig we can do about it. We have 
to depend on Alirned for everything ' 

And then he field Ahmed s 
mother's hand and shook it. Alter 
that, he walked out ol the tun with 
Ahmed. They came to Sotiiahwardy 
Avenue and Ahmed i luiilied the 
coach's hand and said, 'I thank you 
very much for evei vthing. Sir. 1 will 
never forget it.' 

'(^h. It's all right,' Mukesh Verma 
replied, '1 am trying to do my duty. We 
are supposed to help people. That is 
what God has told us ' 

And then he rubbed Ahmed's hair 
and he looked down into the blaring 
brown eyes and said, 'Ahmed, by 
surviving, by just surviving, you arc 
already a champion m my eyes. Keep 
it up!' 

And so, Ahmed continued to 
practise his tennis. 'Two months alter 
his defeat by Shyamal Ghosh, there 
was another State level 
championships. This time, the winner 
would go to Delhi to take pan in the 
Under-14 Nationals. There was also 
very good prize money for this 
tournament. The winner in the 
Under-14 group would get Rs. 500. 
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Ahmed began practising hard for 
this tournament. A couple of days 
before the tournament began, 

Mukesh Verma said, 'Ahmed, there 
are twt) things that I want you to do. 
Firstly, you should leave the house 
iwt> or three hours before the match 
starts. For example, if your match is at 
five o'clock in the evening, then you 
should leave the house by about two 
o'clock, and go and sit in the Saturday 
Club. By doing this, your brother will 
not be able to disturb your mood. 
Concentrate on how you are going to 
play the game. Keep calm all the time 
Secondly, 1 want you to open a bank 
account. The Allahabad Bank has a 
branch on Syed Amir Ali Avenue 
which is close to your house. Save 
some money every month. 1 have a 
friend who has an account there. And 
he will help you to open the account. 
Suppose you earn live hundred 
rupees, put one hundred rupees 
immediately in the bank. It is always 
better to save some money. Because, if 
you are in trouble, you can always 
withdraw the money from the bonk 
This IS something that you should do 
immediately.' 

Ahmed nodded his head 
vigorously The next day, Rajeev 
Desai, Mukesh Verma's Iriend, took 
Ahmed to the Allahabad Bank and 
opened an account in Ahmed's name. 
He deposited Rs. 100 in the account. 

'Sir,' said Ahmed, 'it's not right that 
you should put money in my account. 

'Oh relax, Ahmed,' Rajeev Desai 
said, 'you will earn it back at the 
Saturday Club. You can then pay me 
back.' 

And so, with obligations to Mukesh 
Verma and Rajeev Desai playing on 
his mind, Ahmed went to play his first 
match at the Saturday Club. He 
followed his coach's advise and went 
to the Club two hours before the 
match started. As a result, his mind 
was calm and relaxed. 

In the first round match, he 
defeated Anirban Das, 6-1.6-0. A 
straight sets easy victory. 'Ytni are 
right, Sir,'he told Mukesh Verma after 
the match was over, 'I ielt so relaxed 
because I came two hours early.' 

You are playing well, Ahmed'. 


Mukesh Verma replied, 'I am sure that 
you will win the championships.' 

And it turned out to be true. 
Althouf^ he was one of the younger 
players in the Under-14 tournament, 
he had the most fearsome 
determination to win. He also had the 
talent. He won round after round and 
in the final he defeated Shyamal 
Ghosh, who defeated him two 
months ago, in straight sets, 6- 3,6-1. 
With the prize money,of Rs. 500, 
Ahmed paid off his dues to Rajeev 
Desai and his coach. After that, he 
went to the Park Circus market and 
bought tomatoes meat, potatoes, 
carrots, rice, eggs and bananas and 
took it all home. 

'Mother,' Ahmed said, I won but 
please cook me a proper meal. 1 am 
starving and 1 am feeling very weak.' 

His mother quickly started peeling 
the potatoes. She put the rice to boil. It 
was hot inside the hut. So Ahmed 
took off his shin and keds and he went 
and sat down at the entrance. After a 
while, Taslim IJhai came walking up 
the lane. 

How did you play today'’' he asked 
Ahmed gently. 

1 won,' Ahmed replied, 'I won in 
straight sets.' 

'Good, you are doing well' Taslim 
Bhai said,. His voice was very gentle. 
Then Ahmed took out a fifty rupee 
note from his pant pocket and said, 
'here, take this.' 

Taslim Bhai started at the note and 
then he said, 'Ahmed, you keep it! No 
more money from you. It is a crime 
that lam doing by living off a younger 
brother's earnings. A younger brother 
who has no childhood, wfto has no 
chance to study. Who has to become 
an adult so fast. This is the story of all 
the young people tn this slum. They 
have no childhood. And I have wasted 
my life.' 

Ahmed looked at Taslim Bhai 
stunned. He had never hea'd his elder 
brother speak like this. 

'You know Ahmed,' Taslim Bhai 
contitiued, 'life is very short and I 
have wasted it. I have let down the 
whole family. It is a terrible tragedy. I 
am sorry about it.' 

'Oh, oh,' Ahmed replied, it's all 


right. What has happened, has 
happened. Let it be.' 

No, I cannot let it be any longer,' 
Taslim Bhai replied, 'you know, ever 
since your coach offered to help me 
and the terrible, horrible way that I 
have behaved, I have not been able to 
sleep properly. How could I have 
behaved like that? This man who has 
saved our family comes to the house 
and 1 behave so ungratefully. Oh 
Ahmed, I am sorry for behaving like 
that.' 

'It's all right,' Ahmed replied, 'the 
coach understands your behaviour. 

He knew that you were not in your 
senses. And also, our mother has 
apologised on your behalf. The coach 
has forgotton all what has happened.' 

'Yes. he might have,' Taslim Bhai 
replied, 'blit 1 have not. 1 have to 
apologise to him, I want to take ut) i is 
offer. This drug addiction is such a 
terrible thing. 1 have wasted so mucli 
of money and ruined my health. 1 
want to be a human being once again.' 

'Okay Taslim Bhai,' Ahmed said, 
‘tomorrow morning, we will go to the 
Club and ytm can apologise to 
Mukesh Verma.' 

Taslim Bhai rubbed his younger 
brother's hair and a tear rolled out of 
his eye. 

The next day, Mukesh Verma came 
out ol the Club with Ahmed and met 
Taslim Bhai who was dressed neatly 
in a blue shirt and white dhoti. 

'Sir,' Taslim Bhai began, 'I am sorry 
for all that has happened. You have 
saved our family and I have behaved 
so terribly.' 

'Teek hai, Mukesh Verma replied, 
'let it be. Now you must join the clinic 
and try to cure yourself. 1 am sure, it 
you decide, you can fight this 
addiaion, and be a winner.' 

'But the fees arc so high,' Taslim 
Bhai said. 

'Don't worry about the fees,' 
Mukesh Verma replied, whatever it 
is, Ahmed will be able to repay me 
after a while. He is going to become a 
champion. I have no doubt about it. 
And you should also have no doubt 
about it. I'll tell you what! Why don't 
you come in and watch Ahmed play.' 

Taslim Bhai nodded and both 
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Mukesh and he entered the club, 
along with Ahmed. Taslini Bhai 
watched his younger brother play. 
And he was astounded at the way that 
his brother played. The scintillating 
forehand shots, the cross-court 
smashes, the backhand 
down-the-line shots—liis brother was 
a fine player now. A sense of pride 
welled up in Taslim Bhai. 'This is my 
own brother,' he thought to himself, 
my own flesh and blood. And how he 
has progressed!. He felt a sudden guilt 
within him and then for the first time, 
he felt a determination to get out of 
the terrible mess that his life was in. 

Two days later, Taslim Bhai entered 


the de-addiction clinic on Royd Street. 
Ahmed began to practise even more 
harder for the Under-14 National 
championships. It was a month away. 
He began going for morning runs in 
the Park Circus Maidan. He began to 
eat good food. Again, Mukesh Verma 
lent him the money to buy good meat, 
fish, fruits and vegetables. 

'Ahmed,' Mukesh Verma said, a 
week before the tournament was to 
start, 'there is nothing really to teach 
you. You are playing beautifully now. 

I don't think there is anybody in your 
age group in India, who can beat you. 1 
think you are the be.st!' 

Three days later, Ahmed left for 


Delhi with Mukesh Verma on the 
Poorva Express. He felt absolutely 
confident that he would do well. It 
was 1years since he first started 
playing tennis and his life had 
changed so much. 

At the Under-14 Nationals, held on 
the courts of the Delhi Lawn Tennis 
Association, Ahmed won his first 
round match easily when he defeated 
.Sukhvinder Singh, 6-1,6-2. 
Tlicreafter, he won round after round 
and he reached the final without any 
problem. Raj Kirtane of Bombay was 
his opponent and the match was 
played on a pleasant Saturday 
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afternoon in October. Raj Kirtane was 
as determined as Ahmed Khan. 

He won the first set, 6-4. Ahmed 
fought back in the second set and won 
it, 6- 3. And now it was the final set 
and the score was 6-S in Ahmed's 
lavinir. The next game was about to 
start and it was Ahmed's turn to serve. 

He bounced the ball on the court a 
few times, then paused a little, looked 
at Raj and then he threw the ball up in 
the air. He grunted as he hit the ball 
and it was a swerving serve that 
eluded Raj's racket. Score: 15-0. Then 
Ahmed gritted his teeth and then he 
served anotfier blistering serve. It was 
an ace! Score: 30-0. The spectators 



clapped. Ahmed served once again, 
but this time it was a weak serve. Raj 
Kirtane hit the return as hard as he 
could, but astonishingly, the ball hit 
the net. Raj blinked his eyes in utter 
surprise. Score: 40-0 in Ahmed's 
favour. Raj Kirtane was staring!defeat 
in the face. Ahmed bit his lips and 
tossed the ball-up. It was a beautiful 
serve and once again, it went past 
Raj's racket. A winner! Ahmed Khan 
had won the match! He was the 
Under-14 National Champion! He 
threw the racket in the air and he ran 
towards Mukesh Verma and hugged 
him. The speaators cheered wildly. It 
had been a close and good match. 

Either one of the players could have 
won the match. Then Ahmed moved 
away trom Mukesh Verma and went 
to the net and shook Raj Kirtane's 
hand. Then both of them went and 
shook the umpire's hand. The Press 
photographers took many pictures of 
Ahmed with the trophy. Journalists 
interviewed him. The coaches in Delhi 
were impressed by his game. 

Aniariica Biscuits, an upcoming 
comtiany, agreed to sponsor him. 

They said that they would pay Ahmed 
a retainer of Rs. 1000 per month. They 
would also provide him with free 
sitins and shorts and keds and good 
lentils rackets. 

Everybody was certain that this was 
a bright new talent in Indian tennis. A 
tad with a wonderful future. But 
Ahmed's thoughts were not on his 
victory. He was thinking of his brother 
Taslim. As they stood on the platform 
to take the train to Calcutta, Ahmed 
turned to Mukesh Verma and said. 

'Sir, I have to get out of the slum with 
my family. That is the only way that 
Taslim Rhai will not fall into drugs 
once again. It is his friends who have 
spoiled him and they all live in the 
same slum.' 

'Yes,' Mukesh Verma replied, 'that 
is a good idea. Let us go hack o 
Calcutta and we will try to get a flat 
somewhere. 

A. id so life changed for Ahmed 
Klian. The money started to come in 
regularly. His game began it) get better 
and better. And whenever he faced a 
stiff opponent, those brown eyes 


would blaze with determination and 
he would fight back and win the 
match. 

The family now moved to a new flat 
in Bhowanipore. There was a 
bedroom, a kitchen and a bathroom. Jt 
was a small flat but at least, they were 
no longer living in the Park Circus 
slum. 

Taslim Bhai came out of the clinic, a 
cured and a changed man. He stayed 
away from his old friends. Now he 
became Ahmed's assistant. He was 
always at the tennis courts, giving 
Ahmed advise and helping him in 
getting good clothes, good tennis balls 
and good keds. He went to the market 
and bought the best food. Ahmed 
deposited two hundred rupees every 
month in the hank. And with Taslim 
Bhai, he went and participated in the 
different Under-14 tournaments all 
over India. He won the singles titles in 
Jorhat, in Bhubaneswar, in Baroda, 
in Bombay and in Madras. He was 
becoming a famous player now. 

One day, while Ahmed was 
returning from the Calcutta 
Gymkhana tennis club, after a practise 
session, he saw a group of students of 
Don Bosco School walking past and 
laughing loudly. How carefree they 
looked! 

Ahmed stared at them, in their 
white and grey uniforms and he felt 
very tired. 'How lucky they are,' he 
thought to himself, 'they don't have 
to struggle like me. Their lives are so 
jolly.' And he fell a despair within 
him. How desperately he yearned to 
study, so that he could be able to read 
and write. But this is the story of 
millions of children in our country. Of 
how, very early in life, they miss out 
on their childhood and have to work 
like adults. Of how they have no 
opportunity to study, to learn, to 
become literate. Of how life is a 
constant struggle for them. 

And nobody cares for them in our 
country. 

But thankfully, there arc boys like 
Ahmed, who despite all the obstacles 
and the difficulties have proved that 
'where there's a will, there's a way!' 

Don't give up Ahmed! 

Don't ever give up! • 
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MAILBAG 


Partisan 
j Attitude 

r 

rj rpHIS is about the Sunny-Azhar 
X 'war of words' cxintroversy. I 
% still fail to understand how this 
can be termed as a 'war' or 
^ 'controversy' when Sunil 
Gavaskar has only conveyed his 
i personal opinion in an individual 
( capacity. And mind you, he IS 
absolutely right in his views. The 
^ Board may not pay heed to his 
ft views, at all, but it has shown that 
I Azhar has been treated 
I differently from the other 
f players. We demand an 
f explanation from the BCCl for 
I this partisan attitude. 

I ARTAMISHRA 
i Cuttack. 

SVek,'.? ■■■• . .. ■ 1 

*' t'v* >» • - ' . ' , . ' -.‘f > >r, . 

) 

[ Fantastic 

j TT was a fantastic issue, 

, LiSportsworid, 6th Dec. '95). 
s 'The Class of '83' and the Photo 
i Of The Fortnight was superb. 

^ And to top it all, Mudar 
I I^therya's Freewheeling was 
I very good. It was the icing on the 
[ cake. 

* the cover story on AjayJadeja 

I made interesting reading. 

’ JAYANTA NANDI ROY, 

I Guwaliati. 

J'. I. - 

I Who'sGuilty? 

I trains is in reference to 
J. Suprakash Ghoshal's article, 
'Who's guilty?' (Sponsworld, 6th 
Dec), I agree with him that Salim 
Malik should be presumed 
innocent, till proven guilty. Till 
then, he has to be given the 
benefit of the doubt. 


SAMIR M.MAHAJAN. 
Chandigarti. 
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Extensive 

T hanks for the extensive 
coverage of Formula One 
racing. The profiles of stars such 
as David Coulthard, and Damon 
Hill, along with the reviews of 
each Grand Prix which was 
informative and entenaining. 

It was also Interesting to track 
down the performances of 
Michael Schumadier, who won 
the title for the second year in a 
row. 

R.D. ANITA 
. Madras. 


The Best 

T he Freewheeling page is 
simply the best. It was a 
, pleasure to learn to what heights 
your correspondents of 
yester-years have reached, from 
David McMahon's article, 
(Sportsworld SthNov.) 

McMahon's writing style is 
very good. The others are also 
good. This magazine is far better 
, than the other sports magazines 
of the country. 

BHASKARBASU 

Asansol. 


In-Depth Interview 

T hanks a ton for the 
much-awaited in-depth 
interview with Ajay Jadeja, 

., ; { Sponsworld,. 6th Dec.) I would 
like to thank K.O. Jacob for his 
.r wonderful interview with the 
V cricketer. Also, the photographs 
, of Ajay Jadeja was also simply 
mind-blowing. 

’ AMITBHATTACHARYYA. 

' Tinsukia. 
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The Tyre afthe Yeitr 


MRF NylQgr4>Tfeti>ries in theCastroI National Rallf 
Champlonsiiip fiM- Motorcycles 1995 {CNRCM1995) 


Sl.No. Rally 

Name 

Position 

1. 

NASA Castrol Chaltenge Rally 

Jagat Nanjappa 

Isr 

2. 

Scissors Action Rally 

Jagat Nanjappa 

1st 

3. 

Castrol MASA Rally 

Shyam Kothari 

1st 

4. 

Castrol South India Rally 

R.H.Viktam 

2st 

5. 

BPL Kamataica IflOO Rally 

Jagat Nanjappa 

1st 

6. 

Castrol 13tl) Popular Rally 

Jagat Nanjappa 

1st 

7. 

Castrol Mountain Challenge Rally 

Amrinder Sandhu 

1st 

8. 

SporMcraft National Motorcycle Rally 

Amrindcr Sandhu 

1st 
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PHO TO F EATURE 


IN THE NEWS 






Photogripl» of Mohd. Aihaniddin holding 
aloft irophiMMoni to have bacooM 
cuatMnary in Indian crickat now. Thia ona if 
couitoay thn India tanior taam'a win in the 
Challangor Trophy played at Hyderabad 
reeantly 


Extramo Top; Motor rallying had died an unnatural death in the Eaitom region of tba country a few 
yoarc ago. Wall, It taeint to bo improving now. Reeantly, the EMSA organiaad the aecond wild run 
rally, the flagofi taking plaea with tha pictureaque Victoria Mamorial in the background. MHil 
Chakraborty waa the proud winner of the rally 

Above; Thia ia no car chow. Wail, it if in a way. Thia ia a acana from the Calcutta race eouiao. In an 
innovative maacura, tha aponaora of tha Calcutta Oarby gave away a Maruti Eatoam to tha punter 
preaant at the race couraa who ncminatad tha winnorc in three eonaacutiva racea. Achoka Kumar 
Ghoah who owna a email medicine chop in North Calcutta drove away in the car whan hia number 
waa drawn from among the 13 all-correct antriea. For tha lucky winner, horae racing ia a cix month 
old hobby. Boginner'a luck, did wo hear you cayl 







Of whom did Headley 
Verity say: "And if 
you were facing lions or 
tigers in the jungle he'd he 
my first choice as 
companion. ” 

Now. one about the 
earliest attitudes to 


AniwartoQ-No.l 


fielding practice. Who said 
"1 once tried lidding 
practice with my own 
eleven of Sussex when 1 
was captain of that county, 
and they thought I had 
taken leave of my senses." 

"One ol the big 

problems with the 


AinwartoQ.No.4 



whole incident was that no 
one spoke in English." 
Match referee Ted Wykes 
was talking about which 
incident? 

What remarkable 

record does Rodney 
Marsh hold , vis-a-vis 
Dennis Lillee? 
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Who in the mid-60's 
was hailed as the 
'new Bradman". 

Which player was 
known as Australia's 
'W.G. Grace"? 

Who is the only 
player U) have 


bowled in three World Cup 
finals.’ 

Who bowled the first 
ball in Test cricket? 

Who was the first 
man to crown his 
century of centuries with a 
triple-century? 


ANSWERS 


1. D.R. Jardine. 

2. Kumar Ranjit Singh Ji. 

3. The Miandad vs More incident in the 1992 
World Cup. 

4. He kept to every ball the fast bowler 
delivered in Test cricket. 

5. Kevin Douglas (Doug)Walters. 

4. George Giffen. 

7. Andy Roberts (West Indies). 

8. Alfred Shaw. 

9. Glenn Turner (New Zealand). 


THIS QDIZ HAS HF.EN COMPILED BY: 


GAURAVRAI. 

65, TIL AK ROAD, 
DEHRADUN-248 001. 


Readers are requested to send in at least 20 questions 
and answers. A passport size colour photograph 
should accompany it. 









Presenting, Ashg Deep (llj Policy. 




When It comes to health. 
love and care of dear ones is vital. 
What you also need 
is 

financial support. 


Responding to customers' needs. LtC presents 
Asha Deep II — the health-insurance pian. 

BENEFITS 

Provided, the policy is kept in force for the fuli Sum Assured, 

(a) If unfortunately, the policyholder contracts Cancer 
(malignant), Coronary Artery disease involving 
bypass surgery, Paralysis or Renal failure of both 
Kidneys*: 

(i) Immediate payment of 50% of the Sum Assured, 
(il) Waiver of subsequent premiums. 

(iii) Payment of 10% of the Sum Assured every year. 

(Iv) Payment of balance 50% of the Sum Assured 
and Vested Bonuses (on full Sum Assured) on 
maturity or death, whichever is earlier. 

(b) !f fortunately, the policyholder does not contract any 
of the specified diseases, payment of full Sum Assured 
along with Vested Bonuses on maturity or death, 
whichever is earlier. 


FEATURES 

• Age at Entry ; 18 to 50 years (Maximum Age 

at Maturity — 65 years). 

• Terms of the Policy : 15, 20 & 25 years. 

• Sum Assured : Minimum — Rs. 50,000/-, 

Maximum — Rs. 3,00,000/-. 

• If the policyholder contracts any of the specified 
ailments within one year from the date of issue of 
First Premium Receipt, additional benefits 
mentioned in (a) above will not be payable. 

• Policyholder to furnish satisfactory medical 
evidence to establish affliction by specified 
disease(s). 

• For details of the ailments covered and other 
information about the Plan, please get in touch with 
your Agent or nearest UC Branch Office. 

Asha Deep (II) — Your Health Mantra. 
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- In the service of the people. 
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PERSPECTIVE 


CAREER 

GRAFS 

This is the critical year for Steffi Graf. Will she 
survive her private hell to take women's tennis 
to greater heights? 


1 S VrK^KATARAMAI'J 



S6 


OR STEFFI GRAF, tht yt-ar 
1988 was indeed a 
memorable year. For two 
long weeks the media 
persons waited like surveyors sent to 
chart tile unknown territory inside 
Steffi Gral's heart and mind. They 
waited in the dark as Graf advanced in 
tite U.S. Open, hoping to become only 
the fifth player in history and the first 
since 1970 to achieve a Grand Slam by 
winning tennis' four major titles in 
the same calendar year. 

rhey waited with hundreds of 
questions and observations, pencils 
and microphones poised to capture 
any nuance ol intent or shade ol 
meaning, any stray remark or action 
that would shed light on some fault in 
Graf's resolve, a hillock ol doubt, a 
reviilei ol fear on the landscape of her 
competitive spirit. But light never 
came. Some of them waited for an 
inevitable moment of truth, a flash of 
lightning in which Gral's essence 
would be suspended for all to see. 
After all, they reasoned, you don't win 
a Grand Slam without enduring a 
crisis. 

The moment of truth transpired a 
split sectmd after. Graf hit a backhand 
passing shot that deflected off the 
black frame of Gabriela Sabatini's 
racquet on match point—Grand Slam 
point—^in the final at Flushing 
Meadow. Graf looked stunned by the 
6-}, 3-6,6-1 victory. She did not melt 
to the coun, as Bjorn Borg habitually 
did upon winning Wimbledon. She 







didnot throw her arms in the air and 
skip to the net in the manner of Chris 



Evert. Her step faltered momentarily. 
She clenched her fist, glanced at the 
box where her family sat and, smiling, 
advanced to the net to shake 
Sabatini's hand. 

The truth was that Graf’s failure to 
win the Grand Slam would have been 
bigger news than her success. The 
truth was that this (19-year-old then). 
West German girl was universally 
expected to perform the greatest feat 
in the game. Going into the final, Graf 
had lost an average of 3 to 4 games pet 
match in Grand Slam pairings. The 
harsh reality was that Steffi Graf’s 
Grand Slam was simultaneously a 
towering achievement and an 
extraordinary anticlimax, a 
pre-ordained surefire told-you-so 
kind of thing. When it was linally 
complete, she sank into acclaim like a 
weary labourer collapsing into an 
armchair. 

"How do you feel about being the 
Grand Slam girl?" Graf was asked 
when she met the press in a sweltering 
interview room. "1 don't think you 
can expect me to give you an answer 
at the moment," she replied. "Right 
now. I'm just very hot." She dabbed 
away some perspiration on her brow. 
She knew that the press probably 
would have liked it better il she cried 
tears of Joy or said some trite things 
about how it was the greatest day of 
her life. But she didn't have any 
histrionics lor them, no cute or juicy 
quotes. She was the only person in the 
room with any grasp of what it took to 
win the Grand Slam. She spoke only 
the cold, hard truth: 

"I'm happy that all the talk about 
the Grand Slam is over. It's a nice 
relief. Now I've done it and there's no 
more pressure on me. The matches 
maybe weren't that tough until the 
final, but it's hard to meet everybody's 
expectations. It's hard to hear people 
saying she can only lose if she breaks a 
leg, things like that. Imagine how it 
would have been if I did lose. And I 
could have lost, because there were 
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Graft ttirUling match wHh Saachaz Vieario at 
WimhMoa pnwad to ha an adaquata tael of 
harataalyraiolva 


great players in the tournament." 

Two of those great players. Evert 
and the defending champion, Martina 
Navratilova, failed to reach their 
predicted places in the draw opposite 
Graf. Evert was stricken by acute 
gastroenteritis and defaulted on the 
morning of her semifinal date with 
Graf. 

Navratilova was the most likely 
spoiler in the draw. But she was upset 
in the quarters by Zina Garrison 6-4, 
6-7,7-5. At one point. Garrison led by 
a set and 5-love. It's an open secret 
that the easiest way to unhorse Graf is 
by playing aggressive, attacking 
tennis. Thai's the name of 
Navratilova's game, and the sight of 
Graf hitting all of those cautious, 
sliced backhands while she struggled 
in vain to dial in her customarily 
deadly forehand against Sabatini in 
the final must have made the deposed 
champion rue her first loss to Garrison 
in 22 matches. 

Gtal and Sabatini; According to 
most observers, that was to be the 
rivalry of the '90s, the re-incarnation 
of Evert-Navratilova and the future of 
women's tennis. Sabatini's two 
victories in 1988 were her first over 
Graf in 12 often harrowingly close 
meetings. They are almost the same 
age, but Sabatini has developed more 
slowly. She had the tools to beat Graf, 
and as one of Graf's more legitimate 
rivals, a mental advantage over the 
other women. But, despite her 
impressive size 5-foot-8,130 
pounds—Sabatini has trouble with 
her stamina. The inexplicable fatigue 
to which Sabatini has been prone was 
a decisive factor as was her 
temperament. 

Yet, if Sabatini's work ethic 
improved, or if the implied str.mgth of 
her large frame had materialised, she 
might have become a lethal foe for 
Graf. Sabatini plays a wristy game, 
heavy on topspin, with interesting 
shot selection. She is versatile in the 
forecoun, inclined to occasional 
artistry, and she has beaten Graf on" 


clay. The implications of a 
Graf-Sabatini rivalry was turning out 
to be bad for women's tennis. 

T he year 1995 was an equally 
important one for Steffi Graf. The 
champion battled against the odds, 
defied doctors and won the toughest 
prize the sport could offer, in recent 
times. And 24 hours earlier, Steffi 
Graf, who had thought her career was 
over when doctors diagnosed a back 
injury they could not heal, won back 
the women's title and world number 
one ranking from Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario of Spain in a brave 



* * * * * ^ t * f i 


» I i I (>.i #■ 4 fir -.4 

i IJ T"' 

> , 1 , < V I « I J-t-r S f .i 

f i-'* 4 t i ft'-t *■ * n 

■ i ii * f } rap -t ^ V t i. 

. * t . f, f f J.J' 

F ' ' * - * , iPt i J i.f j . 

3 ' ■ ■ *-L* f -rf ♦ f * r ' ■ * ■ ■ j 
3 . ■ * . * T'.'T'^TVT 

TIm simpla truth it ttm GraTs taihn to win tha 
Grand Slam whU haw bnan biggnf nawt 
than bar sacenn 

three-set thriller at the gruelling 1995 
French Open. Graf, normally so much 
in control of her emotions, was in 
tears after winning the women's 
crown for a fourth time, sending her 
overall career Grand Slam haul to 16 
titles. 

Her coach Heinz Gunthardt, a 
former Swiss Davis Cup player. 
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confirmed Graf's achievement by 
saying; "She's been through a lot. She 
is somebody who constantly amazes 
me—but this lime she has topped it 
all. You just cannot come into a 
tournament like this with the 
preparation she had and win it. It's 
impossible. She has done the 
impossible." Graf learned in late 1994 
that a bone spur in her lower back will 
stay with her for the rest of her playing 
days. She could have an operation, 
but there is no guarantee that it would 
be successful and since it would put 
her out of tennis for at least a year, it 
would effectively bring the curtain 
down on her career. Graf decided at 
the start of the year to carry on playing. 

B eing the middle class 

conservatives that they are, the 
men on the tournament committee of 
the All England Lawn Tennis Club will 
surely consider putting out a health 
warning should Steffi Graf 
and Arantza Sanchez-Vicario end up 
contesting the 1996 womens' final. 

Judging by the events on that 
Saturday (July 8th, 1995) in the 109th 
Wimbledon championships.thoscwho 
were weak ol heart surely stood at risk 
watching Graf and Sanchez resolve 
their differences in a Grand Slam final. 
But, then, the heart of the matter may 
well be that the millions of fans will 
risk their heart anytime to watch the 
kind ol match in which the peerless 
German outlasted her indefatigable 
Spanish rival4-6,6-1,7-5 in two 
hours and three minutes. 

If it was a heart-breaking loss for 
Sanchez-Vicario, then the U.S. Open 
champion. If it was a 
match that helped bury memories of 
the mediocrity that had charaaerised 
much ol the women's championship 
that fortnight, then not even the most 
inventive and daring of script writers 
could have dreamt up anything quite 
like this for the cause of women's 
tennis. Even in a chffmpionship as old 


as this it is difficult to recall a women's 
final that climaxed the way this one 
did. In what was a searching test of 
character, both Graf and Sanchez 
Vicario played every single point in 
that game as if their lives depended on 
it. And the victory, which came after 
Graf snatched that break in the 11th 
game and served out to love in the 
next, gave the German her sixth 
Wimbledon title and her 17th career 
Grand Slam title. Only Margaret 
Court (24), Helen Wills Moody (19) 
and Martina Navratilova and Chris 
Even (18) are ahead of the 26-year old 
German in the pantheon of all-time 
greats. 

As Graf ran out of the court and 
climbed up to the player's box for a 
brief celebration with her parents, 
Peter and Heidi, anS roach Heinz 
Gumhardi, it was understandable 
why this virtory was special to the 
great champion. It is also a tribute to 
Graf's extraordinary strength of will 
and character as a champion that she 
has been able to perform as well as she 
has last year—she was unbeaten in 
32 matches—^when the shadow of a 
surgeon's knife seems to be hanging 
over her head like a Damocles's sword 

"It looked like she maybe never 
would be above to play again the way 
she did before," said Heinz Gunthardt, 
"She obviously could play social 
tennis but to play and be No. 1 in the 
world...." he dragged off. 

So far so good. But the threat of 
Graf's back problem bringing about an 
abrupt end to her career is still very 
much a reality and the great lady now 
has an urgency to her attitude that 
would seem to suggest that she is keen 
on making hay while the sun shines, 
before the dark clouds sweep in again. 
Asked if it was possible that this was 
her farewell Wimbledon, Graf said, "I 
want to be back next year....well, I 
hope to be back," she was reluoant to 
talk ahoutiier back amdition, but 
admitted that it will force her to cut 
down on the number of tournaments 
she plays. "I am going to cut down a 
little bit on tournaments," she said. 

The scence then'shifted to Flushing 
Meadow. It was a final Grand Slam 
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LmI yMf wn Hm motl nwaningful to Graf in 
tnnm olachiavMmnt Thn way ihttackiad bar 
prablema aian nwrita nrantion 


weekend that soared with emotion 
and excellence, played out brilliantly 
by the most compelling sets of rivals 
tennis has to offer. Seles and Graf, 
Agassi and Sampras—a fabulous 
foursome that lifted the 1995 U.S. 
Open to delirious heights. One 
hundred and twenty-six matches in 
the men's draw and 126 matches in 
the women's draw in the end 
produced the finals everyone wanted 
to see. Number one versus number 
two on the mens's side. Co-World No. 
1 's among the women, forever linked 
by a knife-wielding lunatic. And, 
incredibly, they did not disappoint. 
The return ol Monica Seles and the 
iriiiniph of Steffi Oral, a saga so lull of 
. twists, turns and irony that it could 
;^asily lil| a mini-series, delivered a 
.Jfascmaimg linal that somehow 
satisfied es’eryone. 


By the lime the showdown came 
against Graf, Seles actually appeared 
stronger than the German, who had 
lost only one match all year claiming 
the French Open and Wimbledon in 
the process. Graf was 38-1 entering 
the final, but it was the German who 
then seemed most vulnerable. A 
chronic bad back and a foot injury 
during the fortnight weakened Graf 
physically. More importantly, her 
father's imprisonment in Germany on 
charges of tax evasion connected with 
his handling of her finances put the 
weight of the world on her shoulders, 
Graf prevailed in a gripping, 
tension-packed three-setter in which 
she converted just one break point but 
pulled out victory through a first-set 
tiebreaker during which Seles ran off 
at one point thinking she had won 
with an apparent ace. Graf, winner of 
18 Grand Slam titles, called it her 
greatest triumph. Later, she was in 
tears when grilled about her chances 
of visiting or speaking lo her father. 
Seles's spectacular return was also 


triumphant. 


S URELY, Graf is old enough and 
wise enough in the ways of the 
world, to have realised that 
allegations of tax evasion—for which 
her father Peter has been 
arrested—^would affect her 
popularity. No matter that, these are 
days when the lonely, introverted 
champion would certainly be 
spending a lot of time pondering the 
fleeting nature of fame. But Graf for 
more than anything else sought 
excellence rather than fame during 
much of her career. Like many other 
great sporispersons that one has 
known, Graf has always equated 
success with excellence. But, then, 
society always equates success with 
fame and therein lies the problem for 
the top athletes. 

At this stage in her career, when she 
might have other things on her mind 
besides tennis, can Graf be expected to 
fight back and take the back injury 
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PERSPECTIVE 



Today, Graft caiaar couldn't bo onding at a 
woraa tinio. Tba rotura ot Solaa bad proniiaad 
to iniact bar wMi a fraah braath irf motivation 


and the trauma of her father's arrest in 
her stride? And what a pit y it would be 
if the doubie-blow were to end the 
great champion's career sooner than it 
might have otherwise ended, just 
when Monica Seles, Graf’s arch-rival, 
has made her long-awaited comeback. 

What, then, is the Graf era going to 
be all about, and how will the new 
order affect the women's game ? The 
question has to be addressed on two 
levels, because the game is in the 
midst of profound transition. Not only 
are the names on the marquee 
changing, but the tennis itself is on the 
brink of reorganisation. Graf can take 
a little credit for that which brings us 
to ask, what is the secret of her success. 

"Steffi has Factor X," Tinling says. 
"It's a quality impossible to describe, 
but somethings the greatest of players 
have, and it's characterised by their 
level of ambition. Nothing else really 
mattered to Steffi but getting to the 
top in tennis. People talk about the 
'sacrifices' a girl like Steffi has to make 
to devote herself fully to tennis But 
when you fiave Factor X, you don't 
feel like you're making sacritices. 
There's absolutely, nothing else you'd 
rather do." 

"She is less open since she become 
No. 1", says Angela Gebhardt of the 
West German newspaper Bild. "Not 
too much is coming over to the public 
anymore besides her forehand. One of 
the best things for Steffi might be if the 
rivalry develops with Monica Seles • 
very fast. If she has to fight to be No. 1, 
and experiences the ups and downs t)f 
a rivalry, she might become more 
relaxed." 

Meanwhile, the tennis community 
holds its collective breath as the 
women's game faces the most massive 
transition since its inception as a 
professional sport. And Steffi Graf, 
winner of the Grand Slam at 19, sits 
wondering what she can do to make 
tennis worthwhile once more. ^ 
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N the midst of the day-to-day 
work as a journalist, the rather 
stultifying desk work.hurrying 
from one department to the other, 
thinking of headings, intros,captions, 
looking with veiled desire at some of 
the women who work in our office, 
listening to one-line jokes delivered at 
high speed, quite busy,quite unable to 
distinguish one day from another-it 
ail seems to go past in a blur, in a more 
or less robotic existence, when one 
day, time literally stood still. 

A letter arrived from a reader and 
suddenly the most important 
question of our existence, what is the 
meaning of life, rose up like a wave at 
high tide. 

It was a letter from a woman, 
Kusuma Govindaiah.The 
handwriting was firm and although 
the sentences were clear and simple, it 
was also a little stunning.She said that 
she was very happy that we had 
published her husband's 
Readers'Quiz in the 6th Dccember,'95 
issue.But she was writing in to say that 
her husband had died in June'95 in a 
road accident and hence she was no 
longer staying at the address 
mentioned on the page. 

Instead, she had now moved from 
Bangalore back to her parents' home 
in Mysore and could we now send the 
cheque to the new address. It was, at 
this moment, that time stopped for me 

Quickly. I flipped through the 
Sportsworld file and came to the 6th 
December issue. K. Govindaiah 
seemed to be in his late thirties and 
there was a happy smile on his face. 
And despite a broad forehead and 
thick lensed spectacles, he looked 
youthful and gave a hint of a man who 
was really enjoying his life. And to 
think that he was no longer alive. 
Meanwhile, readers must have gone 
through the magazine, read the quiz 
by Govindaiah and die-hard quizzards 
would have commented on whether 
the quiz was good or not, stared at the 
photograph not realising that the man 
was dead. After all, which reader 
could have thought about that? 

I wonder what K. Govindaiah must 
have thought about his quiz. We 
published it a full one year after we 



K.GovMaiali; daiknau at noon such insignificant creatures on a 

had received it. simply because .we P'^net of a very average star in 

have such a huge backlog of quizzes. !>i‘burbs of one of a hundred 

Would he have given up on his quiz thousand million galaxies .Adds 
being published, as he checked issue noted astremomer Carl Sagan, The 
after issue over the months before his Earth is a pale blue dot in space. There 
accidental death? On our part, there ^^e about 400 billion stars m the Milky 
was a complete silence. Way.' Well, all this is heavy 

Indian journalism has the terribly philosophy lor a sports magazine. So, 

impolite habit of not returning perhaps the least we can do, is to spare 

manuscripts, not replying to readers' about twenty seconds or so, and say a 
queries and not encouraging prayer to the soul of K. Govindaiah 

freelancers. We are thinking most of and we can also pray that his wife 

the time of speeding up our careers, to Kusuma will have the strength to pick 
reach the top in the shortest, possible «P shattered fragments of her life, 
time. So,in this modern work piece it together and be able to carry 

environment, the fate of Govindaiah's 

quiz is the last thing on our minds. After all, one day, both you and I 

Perhaps the great physicist, *iave to face K.Govindaiah's fate. 

Stephen Hawking puts the right 1" life, as in sport, death is the 

perspective on our huffing and ultimate winner, 

puffing carcer-obses.sed lives: "We arc Shevlin Sebastian 



Raymond 


-S_L _N c E J 9 2 5; 

SUITINGS FOR THE COMPLETE MAN 


OCCASION - THE WEDDING. THE INAUGURATION, THE AWARD. 






“As a sales executive, I had to travel 


to distant places for work. 


There are no petrol 





TCST CONOiTIONt 
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God's grace. I’ve had no problems... J^a holne ka the 
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Probably 
the only team 

whose 

performance 

will be good 
on all grounds. 
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WHO 

CAN 

WIN? 


INCE we are a bit closer 
to D-Day now,I guess it's time one stuck one's neck out to make 
a few observations about the Wills World Cup. 

Who could win ? Or more importantly to us,can India win this 
World Cup? 

Yes, we could could win,provided our team puts their act 
together.Playing to potential is the bottomline we are all looking 
for from them. Some people insist it is a disadvantage playing at 
home, but I reckon India will have a twenty per cent advantage, as 
will the other co-hosts Pakistan and Sri Lanka.For India then it is a 
matter of capitalising on home advantage and sorting themselves 
out. What separates a good team from a mediocre one is of course 
ability and more importantly, confidence in that ability. 

I believe our boys needed more exposure in the preparations 
leading up to the tournament. And I don't believe that 
conditioning camps such as the one held in Bangalore can ever be a 
substitute lor competitive cricket. Aftgra week or so. camps get 
terribly boring. Moreover.how does a conditioning camp act as a 
motivator? The team management of course felt that a camp could 
be useful, and I'm sure they kno w what they are doing. 

Apart from the preparation of the team, don't forget that ii we 
had hosted more than just one country (New Zealand) before the 
tournament, we would have also assessed more venues and the 
infrastructure available.God help us if Nagpur is repeated, for then 
we will have bell to pay. 

As regards the balance ol our team. I've never believed in this 
rubbish of Tendulkar opening the innings. It is not necessary at all. 
My openers would be Sidhu and Jadeja. The latter has shown that 



he is a very tine competitor, while Sidhu has not done anything 
wrong, at least in the playing arena. 

Also. I'm just a hit perturbed about Tendulkar's form. Not 

because 

it may have an effect on bis confiderrce. No, he's got a wonderful 
cricketing head on his shoulders and hopefully the headline 
making endorsement contraa won't be a distraction. It shouldn 'l 
play the role of a destructive element in his career,even though 27 
crores of rupees is a lot of money for a man with a middle class 
background. 

My main worry however, centres around how the rest ol the 
team seems to lose heart when their vice-captain leaves early. 

Apart from India, and of course Australia,if one is forced to make 
a prediction, then I would say that I rate Pakistan and England 
highly...One could also mention South Africa and to an extent Sri 
Lanka.though I don 7 see the latter going the distance. England are 
a much improvc> I side and always a dangerous proposition in the 
limited overs game, while Pakistan has regained confidence after 
being flattened by Australia in the first half of their tour Down 
Under. But if they are to retain the Cup, they will first have to clear 
internal hassles which always seem to surface. And I'm not sure 
they can do that. 
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*At the age of 14,Sachin 
Tendulkar scored 326 not 
out,while playing for his school 
Sharadashrani against St.Xaviers 
in Boinhay.He shared a 
partnership of 664 runs with 
Vi nod Kainbli—which remains a 


world record partnership in any 
class of cricket 

*Sachin Tendulkar was the 
youngest ever cricketer to score 
1,000 runs in Test cricket at the 
age of 19 years and 217 days.(This 


happened while he was playing 
his 19th Test at Johannesburg in 
the '92-'93 series) 

*He became the youngest player 
to score five Test hundreds at the 
age of 19 years and 294 days. West 


Indian George Headley had scored 
his fourth Test hundred at the age 
of 20 years and 315 days. 

*He became the youngest player 
to reach the milestonesof 
1,000,2,000,3,000,4,000,5,000, 





THE WORLD 
BEATER 



look at the cricketing world records held 
by Sachin Tendulkar 



6,000, and 7,000 runs in lirsi class 
cricket. 

♦Tendulkar was the youngeslj^^^ 
to settre a Test hundred in 
Australia at the age of 18 ^ 

256 days. He scored 148 
Sydney in '91 -'92. ■ 

*He was the youngest 
make a century on debui . .;:i 

Ranji Trophy, at the agt oif'j 
years and 230 days. 

100 not out vs.Gujra^.|tl!^Sy^’^' 
in 1988-'89. . •. ..l! 

* Tendulkar was also 
player to make a ceniii^^i^lbbiif' 
in the Irani Trophy.At ih^^illieni 
17 years and 263 days bey^ted,^ 
103* for the Rest of ludia V’^.ftcihi/ 
in Bombay in 1989-'W ‘ / 



make a hundred on debut in the 
Duleep Trophy at the age of 17 
rff|t^ 263 days. He scored 159 

H^est Zone against the Hast 
Ciuw'ahati in '90. 

* Sachiu remains the only player 
lo liavf made centuries in his 
rnaiddn appearances in the 
Ranjji,0ttleepand the Irani 

* Tilljaate he retnaini^c youngest 
Indii^l^layer to have played Test 

i^:t ric|^\His first Test was against 
jj^imBn in Karachi in 1989. He 
5 years 237 days old on that 


♦Tendulkar also 
of being the yojj^ 

/ -i 



record I * 

J 1S>* 

ayertogfiC^ 

I 


After making it big on the international scene, 
Sachin poses for SpoftsworUtH a Bombay 

studio 




t:^^h^lkdr is also India's 
yol^igesi ever one day player.He 
16 years 237 days old when 
^■played against Pakistan in 1989. 

/ 

P Tendulkar is India's youngest 
ver Test centurion. He scored his 
Irst century when he was 17 years 
and 112 days old against Hngland 
at Old Trafford in '90. 
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A big day in Sachin's 
private lifa:dia day ha 
married the beau^l 
and intelligent Anjali 
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1989-90 Rothmans Cup 

1989- 90 Aust; Cup 
1990 Infing. 

1990- 91VSL 

1990- 91 Asia Cup 

1991- 92 Wills Ciqi 
1991-92 vSA 
1991-92 WS Cup 

1991- 92 World Cup 

1992- 93 to Zim 
1992-93 In SA 
1992-93 V Eng 

1992- 93 vZIm 

1993- 94 in SL 
1993-94 Hero Gup 
1993-94vSL 
1993-94 in NZ 

1993- 94 Atiut. Cup 

1994- 93 Singer Cup' 
1994-93 Pepsi Series 
1994-93 Wilis Wory 
Series 

1994-93 Cent. Cup 
1994-93 Asia Cup 
I 1993-98 vNZ 


IN WORLD CUP CmCKET 
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F Cl Balls Mdns Runs Wkts Avge Best 


19.50 2-39 

19.50 4-34 

96.00 1-27 

76.00 1-5 

31.12 2-23 

90.00 1-25 

56.00 1-6 

37.07 1-24 

20.20 3-43 


1 122.00 1-39 

8 19.62 3-36 

1 76.00 1-33 

0 — — 

3 43.00 2-49 


— 1 108 

— 3 48 

1 2 132 


22 30 2263 10 1731 34 51.50 4-34 


0 2 246 


2 90.00 1-35 


Sachin Tr^bduikar in One Day iniematioiiais 

M INNS NO RUNS AVGE HS 1(K) 50 CT Balls Runs Wickets Avgc BB 


101 98 


3202 36.38 115 4 22 30 2283 1778 


34 52.29 4/34 
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With Yorktbire captain 
Maityn Moxon outsida 
tha ciub hoina.The first 
non-Englislunanto 
have playad for the county 
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WORLD CUP 
QUIZ 



j Who is the only player 
1 . to have won three 
consecutive 

man-of-the-iiidtch awards 
in World Cup cricket ? 

- If the 1987 Reliance 
. World Cup had as it’s 
slogan ’Cricket For Peace’, 
what is the slogan lor the 
1996 World Cup? 

Which West Indian 
J . born former first class 
cricketer will be the 
mainstay of the Dutch 
batting in this World Cuj' •’ 

. Can you name the 
4 . manager of the 
Kenyan team that has 
qualified to play in (he 
Wills World Cup? 

To who or what is the 
5 • 1996 mascot 
"Googlee” specifically 
dedicated to? 

In spite of the fact that 
O. this World Cup begins 
on February 14,Pakistando 
not play their opening 
game tiU the 24th. Why? 

B.lii«iitily this batsman who 
playad in tha last World Cup 
and will bo doing duty for his 
country this tims around too? 




why is there no 
O. official recording of 
Kapil Dev's match 
winning 175 not out 
against Zimbabwe at 
Tunbridge Wells in the 
1983 World Cup? 


What were the words 
7. Sunil Gavaskar used 
to encourage the 1983 
team just before they went 
onto the held to face the 
mighty West Indies? 


Mohinder 
1 t/. Amarnathis 
known to be a very 
superstitious person .What 
reason did he give for 
keeping a moustache 
throughout the 1983 
World Cup campaign? 


A.VVI 10 are thaM gannaman 
posing for this official World 
Cup photograph? 




C:Tha Indian squad that did 
duty for the 1987 World 
Cup.Can you identify ail of 


} Oobc^ tf'&tt^leatd In/^ ^ 

century uga^lndto.to tile s^Siyd';tfI 
Bounbiy..'' ' 

Z/Ctid^forHamtony*. T, . 
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who scofedacentucy on Test debitf aga^^. , 
Btfipand.. ■■ ■' ' -'i’-'V'”'-' 

3 .T 0 l^^phtneisingene^andl^dite . 
Wame,.Anll Kusrdte and Miisiaqfl^ 
■pmicti^fcnrejuviAailngthe;^^^ v' 
eqpfiS^bao t]^ lindted overs 
d3ecMsebf tbehtHy^e^o^uf ,< 

7.En^and,in qdteof v :• 
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9. Gavaskar 

boy8,‘“<^aloiawnj)Q^€ibAf^^ 

LOifo supeistldtm actu/ii^y Itei^ 
tdsh aroiuad his tBouatJli^ ednO^ shn«.tt 
proiwdHidi^lorf^daldheMdibdlex^ 
dK match awaodlslnbipi^^soi^ 
tfaelbud. • 

A.'&emnjpiresaftitt }987ReIlanoeWocid 
€ii{itKmfdn'^^gcMpphbtciiip^ ' 
■'B..$wAAglq«d{id»^Aiadr^l|u^^ ''' 
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Philips introduces 
a brilliant new concept. 
Day & Day Cricket. 







2:03 pm 

The only maiden. 
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5; 16 pm 
50 off 41 balls. 



10:24 pm 
The last over. 





WORLD CUP 


of some off-the-field happenings relating to this 
edition of the World Cup 



ABOUTTHE LOGO 

HILE the cricket World Cup 
has hitherto been symbolised 
by the 'ball' and the 'wickets', the logo 
for the WillsWorld Cup 1996 glorifies 
the 'batsman'. The batsman is 
represented in a forward drive with a 
follow through—a dynamic stroke 
continued with a positive visual 
image. The essence here is simplicit y 


and beauty, the image itself modern 
and minimalistic, drawn with an 
economy of lines which optimises its 
usage. 

The shape of a fan formed by the 
movement of the bat represents the 
global nature of the event artd 
includes the colours of all the twelve 
participating teams. 

The Wills World Cup 1996 on the 
left of the logo highlights the status of 




'Wills' as the title sponsors of the 
event. The red band underneath the 
batsman underlines the historical 
Wills tradition of promoting the game. 

FINANCIAL BONANZA 
AWAITS INDIANS 

A FINANCIAL bonanza awaits the 
Indian players who will represent 
the country in the Wills World Cup 
1996. In case India win the Cup, each 
of the 14 players will be richer by Rs. 
3.65 lakh. Each member of the team 
has been promised a sum of Rs. 10,000 
for the six preliminary matches, Rs- 
20,000 for playing the quarter-finals. 

If India qualifies for the semi-finals, 
each player will get Rs. 35,000 and Rs 
50,000 if they reach the final. In the 
Sunil Gamfcur withes the Indian team the 
very best (or the forthcoming World Cup. He 
was the first Indian celebrity to sign on the bat 
that wet sponsored by Coca Cola 









event, India win the Wills World Cup, 
every player will get a bonus of Rs. 2 
lakh. 

For the international series, the fee 
struaure has been revised. Players 
taking part in the tournament at 
Singapore will earn Rs. 30,000 to be 
played shortly after the World Cup. 
For the Rothmans Cup tournament in 
Sharjah, the amount has been hiked 
from Rs. 30,000 toRs.50,000, for the 
tour of England from Rs. 70,000 to Rs. 
1 , 20 , 000 . 

CLASSY ANIMATION FILM ON 

CUP LOGO 

HE clutter prevalent in today's 
visual media makes it very difficult 
to stand out, especially when making 
a film for the event. Thus to preserve 
its uniqueness, the title sponsors of 
the Wills World Cup 1996 decided to 
reveal the logo in a highly distinctive 
manner so as to keep a lasting 
impression in the minds of 
millions. The film, basically a 
revelation of the logo, using unique 
animated brush strokes, almost 
reminiscent of charcoal art, to depict 
various facets of the game. 

The film was conceived by 
Hindustan Thttmpson Assodates 
(HTA), Calcutta and produced by 
White Light, Bombay. The music for 
the film has been composed by India's 
top group from Bombay—INDUS 
CREED, formerly known as Rock 
Machine. The unique animation 
process took the production team to 
London where it used the best in the 
business—Ms Susan Young from the 
Royal College of Art, who has been 
through various animation houses 
before starting her own in 1994. Her 
credentials are impressive, 'cause she 
has a clientele ranging from the BBC, 
MTV and various record companies to 
top TV commercial production houses 
in the UK and the US, and musical 
performers like Fleetwood Mac and 
Jimi Hendrix. Her exploits have won 
her international fame across the 
Atlantic and won the gold and silver 
medal for best animation at the New 
York Advertising Awards 1993 and a 


CLIO for best animation in 1994. 

Ms Young sketched (he Cup logo 
animation in pencil and then lor a 
larger version reproduced it in large 
size in charcoal like paint. The 
approximately 800 frames took nearly 
three months to be made ready. 

Young spent lots of time following 
cricketing tapes and an actual visit to 
Lord's to catch the nuances of the 
game. The logo was the final product 
of her innovation. 

The film has already been launched 
on Ooordarshan. it will subsequently 
be shown on the other channels like 
Prime Sports, Star Plus and maybe on 
Zee TV. 

The unique offering is of <ourse 
only the beginning. There are as many 
as six films to look forward to for the 
event. So stay tuned 'coz tlv magic 
has just begun! 

A UNIQUE MASCOT FOR THE 
CUP 

r j AR from the stereotyped versions, 
the mascot for the Wills World 
Cup—'Googlee' created by the 


Some children auiitad by officiatn from Coca 
Cola sign their good luck messages for die 
Indian team on the bat 


Hindustan Thompson Associates has a 
subtlety about it. This has 
revolutionised the long prevalent 
concept of mascots. 

The impish 'Googlee'—a take off 
on Huinpty Dumpty—has the red 
cherry as the character at the nucleus. 
It shows a cartoon figure with pads, 
gloves, helmet and is in motion of 
waving the bat to acknowledge the 
cheers from spectators. Much stress 
has been laid on precision and 
detailing. The careful use of colour 
spectra has been made to reflect the 
new trend of the old game. The 
comical character perfectly fits the bill 
of the mttdern cricketing 
extravaganza. 

Released by Mr. Madhav Rao 
.Scindia, the Chairman of PILCOM, at 
a hinction in Delhi, the mascot has 
been designed as a tribute to the leg 
spinners—Shane Warne, Anil 
Kumble (r Mushtaq Ahmed for their 
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MMAIJULKA 




The EiIm fiarritm will onea aaato Mn 
oemraelage duriiM the openiiM earamonv of 
the ‘96 viMIe Warid Cup end then agafn during 
flMaemifinBi 



smashing success in international 
cricket over the past lew years. 

SPECTACULAR OPENING 
CEREMONY FOR THE CUP 

SPLENDID opening ceremony 
.for the Wills World Cup will he 
witnessed by the entire globe from the 
magnificent Eden Gardens on 
February 11. An Italian company Hall 
Moon has bagged the official rights to 
conduct the opening teremony at the 
Eden Gardens as well as the closing at 
Lahore's Gaddafi Stadium. 

The Indian culture will be under 
focus during the opening ceremony 
along with the traditional parade of 
teams, followed by the high-tech laser 
show. Interestingly, Hall Moon is the 
only company to have bagged the 
rights of conducting the opening 
ceremonies ol the football and cricket 
World Cups. 

According to die cotnp.inv s 
version, the programme wdl im lude 
an introduction to'the tii\ ol loy' 
with lasers swirling in spate and 
groups dancing to niiisic. The 
programme will kick oil widi a ndi 
"what is Calcutta?" Which is lo be die 
introductory part ol the show In 
between, the show will highhghi 
different aspects of cricket, iioi the 
game directly but the general spirit ol 
cricket which also carries a message 
"Cricket for Harmony", After this, 
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Indian culture will take over. 

The story will end with a message, 
which will be delivered by "the judge 
from the heaven "You are one of the 
best people in the planet. There is no 
need to change yourself. Try to 
remain what you are". 

Adding glamour to the show will be 
many cricketing greats including the 
ex-World Cup captains and former 
Miss Universe — Sushmita Sen. 

NOW AN OFFICIAL CHEWING 
GUM 

A ND now the chewing gum 
/ vcompany enters the fray to earn 
an "ollicial status" lor the Wills World 
Cup cricket. The latest io)om the 
bandwagon to earn the oflit iai 
brandpame is "Cen l refresh ", which 
has become the official chewing gum 
for the mega event. 

The subsidiary of renowned Italian 
company—Perfetti India Ltd., with 
brand names Brooklyn, Big Babobl and 
Centrelresh, signed an agreement 
with the INDCOM, the Indian wing of 
the organising body. The company 
has paid a sum ol Rs. 40 lakh to earn 
this status. 

The agreement was signed between 
Mr lagmohan Dalmiya, convenor of 
INDCOM, and the General Manager 
ol ilu Indian Division, Mr, A.K. 
Dhmgi.i, Preletti plans to launch an ad 
blit/ on the theme shortly, and a 


promoi'onal film is already been shtjt 
in Au<ujlia. 

The bottomline of course, is that 
this edition of the World Cup is set lo 
become the "richest" event before a 
ball is bowled. What began with a 
whopping £8 million by ITC to earn 
the title rights is still going on. 

To add up to the "ollicialdom", 
Indian Airlines has become a party to 
the list, being the official domestic 
airlines for the Cup. Apparently, the 
Indian Overseas Bank is now set to be 
the official banker ol the meet in India. 

While the two majors—ITC and 
Coco Cola rule the roost, the other 
ettmpanies which have been signed 
up include Visa International (ollicial 
card), Sunil Gavaskar-owned 
Professional Management Group 
(which has 6S% rights ol the in-stadia 
bill boards in India) and Puncoin lor 
computer database network. 

ANTI-TOBACCO CAMPAIGN 

AST month the World Cup cricket 
-tournament had come under lire 
with an anti-t«)bacco agency, the 
National Organisation lor Tobacco 
Eradication (NOTE), stating that 
sponsorship by ITt: would damage fl'c 
lountry and its economy as at the end 
of the tournament, at least three 
million youth would have been 
hooked on to tobacco. They even 
rec]uesled Prime Minister Narasiiiiha 
Rao not to inaugurate the toutnameni 
as it would give official recognition lo 
cigarette advertising. 

The chairman ol NOTF said that at 
least 300million yoinh weic expected 
to watch the event and even il 10% ol 
them were hooked hy the 
advertisements oJ lohacco, India 
would have 3 million new smokers. 

Listing the hariiilul effects of 
tobacco such as throat cancer, heart 
and vascular problems, ephysema and 
chronic bronchitis it was stated that 
about eight lakh people died ol 
loliacco related diseases each year 
with a quarter of them attributed to 
cancel. Strikingly, the 1996 Olympics 
have been declared smoke-free and 
advertisements of tobacco banned. 








team. This system will cover the micro Controlling the finance and 
level activities including player arranging knowledge of the cash flows 

information system, constituting of in advance to suit the needs will be the 

biographies, fliglit scheduling, airport funaion oi the financial management 
transfer, hotel b( tokings, ven ue system. Details regarding the 

transfer, and even clothing and kit expenses and revenues have been fed 
management. The headquarter in the system in the form of vouchers 

central control location will be with all validations, approvals and 

connected to the ven ue and a l<M)k at security built into the system. The 

the computer terminal at a venue will system will also manage prize money, 
tell one whether the team is waiting at sponsorship funds, guarantee money 
the airport or practising at the ItKal and all other financial transactions in 
stadium. full confidentiality. 

The medium management At each venue two Local Area 

comprises setting up of Network (LANs) will be used. The first 

state-of-lhe-ari media centre at LAN-I will have about 10 computer 

Calcutta. Each media centre shall nodes which wili cater to the needs of 

have a battery ol computers and venue management. The second 

telephone lines, word processing LAN-Il will be used in the media 

software oi choice connected tothelatest centre to provide the latest computing 



CRICKET GOES HIGH-TECH 

C OMMUNICATION and 

information technology (CIT) 
will be playing an important behind 
the scenes role for the smooth and 
effective management of the Wills 
World Cup, 1996. The system, 
envisaged by the Punjab 
Communications Ltd (PUNCOM) is to 
provide instantaneous distribution of 
information to World Cup official 
participants and members of the press 
all over the globe. The very fact that 
the event will be spread across 
multiple locations beyond national 
boundaries will make the system 
extremely demanding. 

Calcutta, has also been selected as 
the head quarter central control 
(HQCC) location of the CIT system. 
The brain of the network will l>e at the 
Dr B.C. Roy Club House, at the Eden 
Gardens, Calcutta. Along with the 
HQCC i.e. tlie main computer control 
room, the media communication 
centre is also located here. 

Each venue of the Wills World Cup 
will also have its own control rof>m 
and media-centre. All the venues of 
the matches will be linked with the 
HQCC at Calcutta through high speed 
data communication links. The CIT 
system at each match centre will run 
important operations like inloruiation 
on accreditation, match results, venue 
.security, logistics and media data 
systems. 

A Local Art'a Network (LAN) ol 
computers at each match centre will 
enable the Wills World Cup control 
room and media-centre t^i create 
photo identification badges for the 
media, players' profile and 
biographies, press releases for the 
media. The entire CIT system can be 
used for six modules: Team 
management. Venue management. 
Event management. Financial 
management. Statistics management 
and Media management. 

The system will help manage 
activities relating to players and 
officials of the participating teams. It 
will control all logistics relating to the 


fax servers enabling members of the 
press to send their rejiorts to their 
respcaive offices around the world. 

The event management system will 
be the l)ack)Mine of the entire event 
and shall control all other modules. 
This module will look at the entire 
tournament as a large project and 
shall use various projec t scheduling 
and management techniques similar 
to PERT and CPM to monitor all 
sub-micro activities and their time 
schedule. Most of this systt m will run 
at the HQCC but will integrate 
seamlessly with other modules. The 
system shall encompass photo 
identification card management at the 
top level to foreign delegates, special 
invitees, guests and major sponsors, 
and also umjiire management system. 


tools to the media. This would have a 
capability to go up to one hundred 
seventy-five nodes and shall be 
configured as per the requirements of 
the match (as the no. of mediamen) 
vary from 50 to 200 from the league 
matches to the finals. 

On the day of the match the LAN-I 
and LAN II will be connected to each 
other resulting in a single LAN. This 
LAN would be then connected to the 
nodal centre of the particular country. 
This connection would be set via 
VSATs (Very Small Aperture 
Terminals). The base stations in each 
country will be conneaed to all the 
venues through a 
high speed data communication 
network, 
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MEN OF 
STEEL! 




every cricket team, there are 
some key members, players who really make 
a difference to their side. Here we present some 
of those match winners from the 
past and take a look at the players to watch 
out for in this World Cup 


"i 


A lmost all cricket teams 
are dependent on certain 
key performers; read, 
match winners. But then, 
not all teams have had the privilege of 
having a match-winner in their ranks, 
like Ian Botham for .England, Iranin 
Khan and Javed Miandad for 
Pakistan, Viv Richards and Gordon 
Greenidge for West Indies, and Kapil 
Dev and Krishnamachari Srikkanth 
were for India. 

Kapil Dev's 175 (not out) against 
Zimbabwe in the '81 World Cup 
match at Trent Bridge still remains a 
fresh memory. One cannot forget that 
fortune-turning last-ball six of .laved 
Miandad against India at Sharjah and 
its consequences. It seems that India is 
yet to recover from that shock. Often 
an unbridled, burst of aggression in 
the very beginning from Stikkanth's 
blade often demoralised the 
opposition bowling and thus made 
20 


things easier for the batsmen to follow. 

■flie best bowling performance of 
Kapil Dev's career also came in the 
Prud«td^ World Cup in 1983 when 
he based five wickets for 43 runs in 
12 overs against Australia at Trent 
Bridge, Nottingham. Having already 
cjqptured more than 100 wickets in 
instant cricket, his lOOth victim being 
Martha Snedden of New Zealand at 
Udiicestoninthe 1985-86 Benson 
ind Hedges Wc^ Series Cup, Kapil 
becameHie firct aQ- rounder to score 
more tfaan2dMxil|is, and capture 
more than MO inii^ts in one-day 
internatiatu^.£bli^th^^ Indians, 
namely,Qaviai^; Bilip 
Vengsarkar andKki^mtttiachari 
Srikkanth have stored than 

Kapil. 

At present, we have Sadto 
Tendulkar, who has more^an filled 
the void created by SrikkaiBth's exit. 
Technically more accomiplished than 

professional SPORT 





Viv Ridiardt was Ike maiiitlay for tho Wool 
Indiana on many an occaakm, and lima and 
again ho ainglo liandodly won matchoafortbom 


Srikkanth, Sachin Tendulkar is a treat 
to watch when he gets going. What's 
more he can also. like Srikkanth, bowl 
a bit when required, and come up 
with match winning wickets. Can one 
ever forget his mesmerising last-over 
against South Africa in the Hero Cup? 
Like Srikkanth, he is a genuine 
match-winner'who can turn the 
tables on his opponents single - 
handcdly. 

In the present world of cricket, 
there ade indeed very few match 
winners like Sachin Tendulkar of 
India, Brian Lara of the West Indies, 
Steve Waugh and Shane Warne of 
Australia, Martin Crowe and Chns 
Cairns of New Zealand, Hansie Cronjc 
and Brian McMillan of South Africa, 
Wasim Akram and Inraman-ul-haq 
of Pakistan, Graeme Hick and 
Dominic Cork of England and though 
many would like to differ— Roshan 
Mahanama of Sri Lanka. 

Azharuddin has in recent times 
been the key element in India's 
success in several one-day 
internationals, along with his deputy, 
Sachin Tendulkar. Much has been 
written about Lara, and many 
comparisons have been drawn 
between him and Tendulkar. What 
probably places Lara above Tendulkar 
is his magnificent consistency and 
ability to develop a fifty into a hundred, 
a quality that Tendulkar sadly lacks at 
the moment. West Indies minus Lara 
looks like a demoralised lot as of now, 
and that itself speaks volumes of his 
value to West Indian cricket. 

In the same vein, Steve Waugh, 
Shane Warne, Martin Crowe, Chris 
Cairns, Hansie Cronjc, Brian 
McMillan, Wasim Akram, 
Inzaman-ul-Haq, Graeme Hick, 
Dominic Cork and Roshan 
Mahanama have also proved in World 
Cup cricket how important they are 
to their respeaive teams. Waugh's 
stubborn double hundred against a 
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ruthless pace battery in the Caribbean 
early last year, and his remarkable 
consistency both in batting and 
bowling in the one-day series is proof 
of his tenacity. His grit, determination 
and consistency against some 
intimidating bowling motivated the 
entire team to come up with an 
incredible win against the West 
Indians. In fact, it was the first series 
that the West Indians lost on home 
soil in 22 years. 

There are only a few match winners 
who can match the old war-horse 
Arjuna Ranatunga when it comes to 
consistency and methodical approach 
in chasing a target. He is probably the 
most under-rated batsman in 
contemporary cricket. As for bowlers, 
there is hardly anyone in the present 
Indian team who could Make a claim 
for the match-winner status. Anil 
Kumblc comes close, but he has yet to 
prove his abilities on foreign soil 
.against formidable teams. But Allan 
Donald, Shane Warne. Waqar Younis, 
Wasim Akram, Curtly Ambrose, 
Courtney Walsh and Craig 
McDermott do fall in this hallowed 
category, and all of them are capable 
of turning a match around with a 
deadly spell. Their track record and 
career statistics bear proof of ii ' 

But having said that, one should 
admit that the quality and number ol 
such performers have certainly gone 
down since the Seventies and the 
Eighties. We may prrtbably never 
again see the likes of Kapil Dev. Sunil 
Gavaskar, Imran Khan, Richard 
Hadlee, Ian Btilham, Vivian Richards, 
Allan Border. Michael Holding, 
Malcolm Marshall, .laved Miandad, 

Bob Willis, David Gower, Graham 
Gooch, Martin Crowe, Gordon 
Greenidge and Desmond Haynes 
playing in the same period. Even if it 
sounds a little loo hypothetical, any 
world eleven of those times could 
easily decimate the best of today's 
combinations. 

Inmnain-ul-Haq has prevail in the 'tt World 
Cop that ho has tha potontial to bocomo a 
match winner for Pakiatan in thnoa of tronblo 





T he presence of a couple of 
key men in the Indian team 
has always ensured that the 
rest of the players regularly 
rode pi^-back on them. Since the 
time of the 1983 World Cup matches 
played during the summer in 
England, this tendency has become 
even more pronounced. After the 
retirement of Sunil Gavaskar, it has 
only been the extraordinary 
cricketing abilities of a Kapil Dev or a 
Sachin Tendulkar that enabled India 
to move to the top. There are only a 
few players who, by their individual 
efforts, have single-handedly won 
matches for the team. 

It is now fairly accepted that if 
Tendulkar and his captain 
Mohammad Azharuddin fail, the 
game is then over for India. Contrast 
this with the examples of, say, Sri 
Lanka or Australia. In the line up of 
Roshan Mahanama, Aravinda de 
Silva, Aijuna Ranatunga, Asanka 
Gurusinha and Hasan Tilakaratne, 
everyone is capable of winning a 
match for Sri Lanka on his own 
performance. 

In Australia's case, Shane Wamc, 
the Waugh brothers, David Boon, 
Mark Taylor, Michael Slater and 
even McGrath are all potential 
match-winners who have proven 
themselves time and again. The fact 
remains, however, that none of the 
players mentioned above, with the 
exception of .probably, Mark Waugh, 
can be considered even remotely as 
talented as Tendulkar. But that is 
hardly a valid reason to explain away 
the failures of the rest of the team. The 
only team at present with a 
comparable over-dependence on a 
single player is the West Indies, which 
relics heavily on Brian Lara. 

The Indian selectors' obsession with 
the concept of 'triers' is yet another 
problem. The ‘triers' are gluttons for 
hard work, and are apparently happy 
to Irowl themselves into the ground, 
and bat for all of three days for the 
sake of the team. Mind you, they may 
not actually do so, but the intention is 
presumably there. The likes of Chetan 


Sharma, Praveen Amre and Rajesh 
Chauhan owe their seleaion to this 
policy, which the selection committee 
under G R Vishwanath has not 
abandoned yet. 

The Indian cricketers playing in the 
last World Cup series, for all their 
experience, never seemed certain to 
make runs. Despite theastute 
captaincy, they never looked winners. 
Even when they were winning they 
ladted substance. 'This is in contrast to 
the most balanced combination of the 
Pakistan team, under the super 
enthusiastic leadership of Imran 
Khan. The grand final game saw 


Pakisun trounce the Englishmen and 
that was a fascinating game as it 
provided cricket of real quality to be 
seen in Australia. Truly the final 
match was a superb one. 

The victories at home in the recent 
past have given us a sense of 
complacency. It will be wise to ponder 
over Richard Hadlee's statement that 
Indians are a good team only at home. 
While India has won nine of the last 
12 Tests played at home, it managed to 
win just one of the live Tests played 
away from home pitches. There were 
also allegations of dubious umpiring 
decisions. Also, tigers-at-home like 


Vinod Kambli—who in the opinion of 
much of the cricketing world is 
genuinely suspect on any wicket 
where the bowler has a semblance of a 
chance—has been found to have feet 
of clay when he goes abroad. While it 
is true that almost all teams fare better 
on the home turf, the contrast 
between performance at home and 
away is rarely as stark as in India's 
case—mostly owing to tailored 
pitches and friendly crowds. 

laa Bathaiii wn OM of tba most eohMiriHl 
characlan in modani cricket and wan nnn of 
England's moci dopondabla warkorm 


There is one another factor 
particularly important for the futurf. 
The present Indian team has quite a 
few players who may well be on the 
last leg of their international careers. 
The likes of Manoj Prabhakar, Navjot 
Singh Sidhu and even Azhar himself 
can hardly be expeaed to carry on for 
more than a couple of years. 

Replacing them will not be easy, 
considering that among the rest only 
Tendulkar, Anil Kumble and Javagal 
Srinath arc automatic choices foi the 
team. With eight spots up for grabs the 
team will have to be rebuilt almost 
from scratch. India may well be faced 
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with this prospect not long after the 
World Cup. 

Coming back to the World Cup 
itself, despite the recent run of 
successes on home soil, India hardly 
stands a chance to win. There are 
several faaors contributing to the 
view. For one, India does not have any 
all-rounder worth the name, who can 
win the match for the team on his 
own. If the teams of 1983and 1985 
were such a great success in the one 
dayers, it was because the team had at 
least one genuine all-rounder in Kapil 
Dev, and several 'utility players' like 
Roger Binny, Madan Lai, Mohinder 
Amarnath, Balwinder Singh Sandhu 
and Ravi Shastri, who could bat and 
bowl with equal felicity. The likes of 
Krishnamachari Srikkanth and 
Sandeep Patil—remember the 
treatment he gave England's ace pacer 
Bob Willis—^were always there to 
massacre the opposition bowling on 
their day. 


In the pi^e;|;||^ team, there's not 
even a sirnjie|||*yer who can claim the 
status of a ge&^c all-rounder, save, 
maybe, JV^fk^#rabhakar. whc^'j^'* 
counts. Is becoming a sp|^^j|||^ 
ba&man'tliim'b^ier. Tendulk&^< 
at best, be called a ^utility player'^b 
canbatexceedbig^y weli.|»dchi{)lii . 
wMi aimgood overs4f^ei^iiied. -i 
Such being the cas«,aindwitHfour 0 r 
five specialist buwleis intitefine-up. 
tihe team looks very i^nera!;^,, 

espetdaOy ihcase of a.tpp-(^bc.. 
battingkihire. r.v ■ 

Another lacuna is t^ aii«et)oe:bfa 

slogger vyho can makettie best use of 
the last 10-12 overs. With;Tfendulkar ■; 
beinggiventhe responsibiiity whldi 
Srikkanth umd to holdearlier—3hat. 
ofgivingtheside a flying start in the 
first 15 overs—there's absolutely no 

Stm Wauflli: his navsr-say-dis attitude has 
saved Australia on aiaiiy occasions whan they 
ware staring dafeat Hi the face 



one down the order who can chance 
his artii m the end overs. Kambli is 
highly unreliable—and suspect 
against genuine pace—and Ajay 
Jadeja. Sanjay Manjrekarand Azhar 
can at best be 'place-and-run' 
batsmen, rather than sloggers. With a 
long tail to follow the fifth specialist 
batsman, the end overs often are 
wasted. The result is that, enormous 
pressure is built on Tendulkar to give 
such an explosive start that slogging in 
the end is not at all required, or on 
Azhar to carry on till the end, to 
ensure that the score-board keeps 
ticking with every ball. 

The success of the mid-eighties also 
had a great deal to do with the 
wicket-keepers. If Syed Kirmani was 
elegant behind the stumps and more 
than useful with the bat in frtini of 
them, Sadanand Viswanath was a 
genius. Apart from his briliiai.ce in 
wicket-keeping, what made 
Viswanath special was his ability as a 
tremendous motivator, who could 
egg on the bowlers and fielders 
non-stop, which at times even 
irritated the opposition batsmen. His 
influence was so great that the team's 
fielding reached a new high in the 
1985 Benson and Hedges woi Id %ei les 
Which in turn was reflected in the ln< i 
that no team could bat out the aliened 
50 overs against India. And none 
could score in excess ol 225 runs, 
either. 

But do we have such 'keejiers now? 
Sadly, with due respect ti) Nayan 
Mongia's capabilities, no. With the 
result, the general fielding standard 
has also hit a new low. With the 
exception of the mercurial Azhar and 
reliable Tendulkar, no one else in the 
present lot is up to international 
standards, as far as fielding is 
concerned. And this is a matter of 
great concern as Azhar himself has 
admitted time and again. 

The Indian team selected for the 
World Cup should have only one 
thought in mind—^winning the World 
Cu|i—and everything else is to be 
subjugated to this quest. For the 
jireseni, the captain of the Indian 
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Anil Kumbla will bn ona of India’a pivotal 
playara in tha cominfl World Cup and for India a 
m will dopand on how ho porfomn 

team for the forthcoming World Cup 
cricket must necessarily act as a 
satisfactory catalyst for the talents 
under his command. India 
desperately missed that catalyst in the 
last Benson & Hedges World Cup 
series (1992), 

Despite all these weaknesses, if 
India aspires to win the World Cup, 
it's because it has two brilliant 
batsmen in Tendulkar and Azhar, and 
a set of committed, young cricketers. 
This is probably the youngest Indian 
team ever in a World Cup, what with 
the average age not going beyond the 
niid-20's. So, it's more ol enthusiasm 
than factual assessment that has led to 
a feeling that they can, after alt, win 
the Cup. 

But the facts speak otherwise. The 
fact is that the Aussies have been 
performing exceptionally consistently 
under Mark Taylor, with a set ol 
amazing batsmen, bowlers and 
all-rounders. You can't forget how 
they tamed the Caribbean lions m 
their own den early ihis year. And the 
West Indians, lor their pan, are still a 
major force to reckon with, despite 
their obvious over-dependence on 
Brian Lara, and also the recent losses. 

The Pakistanis seem to have sorted 
out the mess in theii organisation )ust 
in time. With the coniroversv and 
musical chair attitude over the 
skipper's selection behind them, and 
with Salim Malik and Waciar Yonnis 
back in the team, the Pakistanis look 
very formidable. A iiowling line-up ol 
Waqar, Wasim Akram, Aquib .laved 
and Mushtaq Ahmed is always a 
winning combination, on all wickets 
and in all conditions. Add to that, the 
batting line up of Saeed Anwar, 
Ramee/ Raja, In/.aman-ul-Haq and 
Salim Malik, the team really looks a 
world beater. If they edn sink their 
personal differences before the Cup 
and get on with the game, Pakistan 
will be a natural favourite. 

And then you have the 


lediscovered Sri Lankans and tjie 
climbing up Englishmen. It's amazing 
how the l.ankans are playing of late. 
The team resembles very much the 
Indian team of the mid-eighties. A 
petlect balance of youth and 
experience. Under the old warhnrse 
Arjuna Ranatunga—it's a mystery 
how he manages to be so hare-like on 
the field even with that consiMciious 
pauncli—the Lankans are quite 
capable of upsetting many an 
applecart. They arc the dark horses, as 
India was in 1983. Remember, they 
heat the mighty Pakistan and Windies 
in Sharjah only recently? Before that 
Pakistan in Pakistan? Whoever 
defeats Pakistan on its soil sfiould be a 
force to reckon with. 

The crucial factor for India could be 
the home advantage, which she will 
enjoy almost throughout. The track 
record at home points to at least a 
semi-final berth Ick India, However, a 
lailitre in the World Cup could 


explode the myth of India's 
invincibility at home, and maybe, 
Richard Hadlee will have more to say. 
Either way, for Indian cricket, the 
moment of truth may soon be at hand. 

Unlike in the last World Cup with its 
share of delaying tactics, umpiring 
incidents, rain interruption and 
interference from the crowd, one 
hopes the sixth World Cup cricket 
series produces exclusive and fine 
cricket substantially and each team 
gears up to play for a win. It is only the 
aggression of the team which can 
finally sway the game in its favour. 

With the constant glare of publicity 
which is surrounding World Cup 
cricket, the nature and atmosphere of 
the game should be such, it should 
pull in the crowds and hold their 
attention. This is in addition to the 
duty of each team to play more 
entertaining cricket. For World Cup 
cricket has always been about 
winning in style. 
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WHO Wia WIN 
THE WORLD CUP ? 



the cricketers who gathered for the 
Masters tournament in Sharjah 
recently give their predictions 

KARSAN 6HAVRI • Australia is slightly ahead of 
the rest of the field. But India and South Africa could 
also win. 

ROGER BINNY: Australia is a good team. England too has 
a good opportunity. And of course India has the home 
advantage. I think the winners will be amongst these 
three teams. 

MADANIAL Who will win? It is difficult to predict. 
Among the seven nations any team can win the cup. 

BALWINDER SINGH SANDHU; In '83 we won and now 

also we will win. India is my horse. But Australia is the 
next favourite. 

WASIM RAJA: After retiring from the game 1 have not 
kept much track of cricket. But 1 think an Australia-SA 
final is on the cards. 

TASUM ARIF: I am optimistic of a Australia-Pakistan 
final with Pakistan finally become the world champion. 

IQBAL QASIM: 1 don't know why but 1 feel a South Asian 
country India, Pakistan ot Sri Lanka may play in the 
final. 

SANOEEP PAUL I wish all the teams the very best of luck. 
Yet my favourite is India. This World Cup is going tp be 
a fantastic tournament. Hospitality wise I don't think 
t||iy visitor will be able to point a finger at the oigaidsers. 
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I ZAHEER ABBAS: Pakistan, will be at a d^dymtage 
defending at home. Australia are the llavotsdles. It 
remains the most consistent side an;! coiudsiein^, ,, 
counts for much. 

SWANOAR BAKHT: That Pakistan is a talented team there 
is no doubt about it. But then to speak more about the 
team will be dicey. However, if Pakistan plays true to 
form, they will turn out to be the champions. 

RMJID KHAN: To the Board the World Cup is a festival, to 
the players it is nerve wracking. This is what you call a 
World Cup. With the new format any team can become 
the champion. 

IZAZ FAKHI: The final will be between Pakistan and 
Australia. 1 am optimistic that Pakistan will come out 
with flying colours. 

JALALUDDIN: Of late, Sri Lanka is surprising the cricket ^ 
fraternity with Pakistan, Australia and India. Sri Lanka 
may play in the semi final. 

SAUM YOUSUF; Pakistan is the best team. They will win. 

FAROUKH ZAMAN: Though 1 cannot say much about 
Pakistan, yet I feel they will become the champions. 

WASIMRAJA: At the moment, I don't see Pakistan going 
beyond the semi-finals. Again, as of now, I see an 
Australia versus South Africa final. The Australians, 
specially, are just too motivated. Simply ver>' 
prolessional. The will to win is pretty evident. And, 
more important, they are on a roll. 

JEFF DUJON: 1 know Richie Richardson's been retained 
for the tournament so, quite frankly, with him at the 
helm I don't give the Windies much of a chance. Teams 
lend to crack when they're under pressure and when 
they're unsettled. Just look at Australia. They've got an . 
A side which is probably as good as their main team. 
Clearly the Australian Cricket Academy has been 
contributing immensely. South Africa and England 
have also begun planning on professional lines. Then, 
countries like India and Pakistan will always have a 
bigger talent pool as their involvement with cricket 
runs so deep. They have the benefit of a sizeable 
population, too. 

JOEL GARNER; The most consistent side will win. 

One-day cricket is difficult. One bad session or one bad 
hour and you're headed downhill. Consistency is the 
boltomline that will matter. 

CLIVE UOYD: Five-six teams are favoured and 1 include i 
the West Indies in the pack. b 




GRAHAM GOOCH: The form team, ai the moment, is 
Australia. They're definitely the strongest side in 
international cricket. I suppose England’s chances are 
as good as any, though it's been proved, both in 1987 
and 1992, that it's not the strongest side on paper than 
could win. Your plan has to be in place and the guys 
must be consistei^ That would be the formula for 


success. Come to think of it, I rate India very highly. 
They’re more than a handful on home turf. But, yes, 

peaking at the right time is what will matter most. And, 
if I may add, playing to potential. Having finished on 

the losing side in three Cup finals, I know what I'm 
talking about. 
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THE 

PRUDENTIAL 
WORLD CUP 


1975 



level could not be considered 
a success. Generous 
sponsorship by the Prudential company 
had not received the response in 
commiunent that it deserved. 

Beginning in 1972, England had 
met the touring sides in fifty-five over 
matches for the Prudential Trophy. 
These games were scheduled to follow 
Test matches and iiiitialiy they were 
memorable only for their wetness 
and lack of involvement, qualities 
which did not suggest that they would 
survive as an integral part of the 
International cricket fixture list. 

It was with some scepticism 
therefore, that the news of the first 
Prudential World Cup in 1975 was 
received. The idea of a World Cup 
competition between the cricketing 
nations had long been mooted, but, 
hitherto, finance, stnioure and venue 
had seemed to pose Insurmountable 
problems. Now the generous 
Prudential Assurance Company 
provided the financial backing, the 
Gillette Cup gave credibility to 
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structure and the cancellation of 
South Africa's scheduled tour of 
England created the venue. 

The first World Cup cricket 
tournament, officially called The 
Prudential Cup, proved an 
outstanding success. Blessed by 
perfea weather, ideal conditions 
prevailed. Altogether fifteen single 
iimings matches, each confined to 60 
overs, were played in England 
between June 7 and June 27. There 
were a few one-sided contests among 
some tremendous and keenly fought 
struggles. The highlight came in the 
final at Lord's where Australia and 
West In^es were in combat from 11 
a.m. until 8.45 p.m. when H.R.H. The 
Duke of Edinburgh presented the cup 

Clive Lloyd, the West Indies captain. 

There were eight competing 
countries, and they were divided in 
two groups of fours. The teams within 
each group played each other in a 
league programme and the winners of 
group A played the runners-up of 
group B in one semi-final while the 
winners of group B met the runners up 
of Group A in the other. 


Sii lanka and East Africa joined the 
six Test playing countries and the 
groups were composed as follows. 

Group A-Engiand, New Zealand, 
India, East Africa 

Group B-Australia, West Indies, 
Pakistan, Sri Lanka. 

Prudential put £ 100,000 in the 
kitty and the overall takings came to 
more than £ 200,000 with an 
aggregate attendance of 158,000. 
Lord's was packed for the final with ■ 
26,000 present and receipts, a record 
for one-day, of £ 66,000. The winners 
received £4,000. 

Australia, runners-up, £ 2,000 and 
the losing semi-finalists, England and 
New Zealand, £ 1,000 each. 

The profits from the competition 
were distributed; 10 per cent to the 
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United Kingdom and 7 1 12 per cent to 
each of the seven other participants. 
Tlte balance went to the inaugurators, 
the International Cricket Conference 
(ICC), to distribute at their discretion 
to the non participating associated 
member countries, the International 
coaching fund and the reserve 
account for the promotion of the next 
International World Cup. 

The competition was blessed with a 
month of glorious weather. England 
and New Zealand qualified for the 
semi-finals from Group A, the West 
Indies and Australia from Group B. 

Group B was by far the strongest 
group with Sri Lanka, pointless, but 
giving a brave indication of their 
wonh, and the formidable Pakistani 
side being the non-qualifiers. The 


meeting between the West Indies and 
Australia at the Oval had seen the 
Australians outplayed in every phase 
of the game. 

The semi-finals brought together 
Australia and England, and West 
Indies and New Zealand. On a 
dreadful wicket at Headingley, 
England collapsed to Gary Gilmour 
and were out for 93. In recent years 
the Headingley pilch has often been 
criticised as unsuitable for the big 
match occasion. This surface was 
strongly criticised by both captains 
and in that a game, supposedly, 
between some of the finest batsmen in 
the world could be finished in 65 
overs, there was much to be said for 
their opinion yet, there was no feeling 
of anyone being cheated in the 


capacity crowd. There was 
tremendous excitement, especially 
when Australia, in search of 94 runs 
needed to win, lost six wickets for 39 
runs. Gasps, groans or cheers, 
followed every ball. Playing his first 
game in the competition, Gary 
Gilmour, fast medium left-arm over 
the wicket, destroyed the England 
batting with an uninterrupted spell of 
12 overe in which he took 6 for 14, a 
feat which was to remain 
unapproached in limited-over 
International s for nine years. Old and 
Snow bowled England into 
contention as six Australian wickets 
fell for 22, but Gilmour swung the bat 
as well as he had swung the ball and 
Australia won by 4 wickets. 

Although the New Zealanders had 
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established a well-earned reputation 
in the match, it would have been an 
upset of considerable proportions had 
they beaten the West Indies at this 
semi-final stage. They played 
throughout with their usual 
determined, never-say-die attitude 
but lacked the class, the experience 
and the luck against opponents who 
were just too good for them. As had 
become his custom, Clive Lloyd 
invited New Zealand to bat when he 
won the toss and his bowlers kept a 
tight grip on the match. New Zealand 
found themselves in a tense struggle 
against a hostile attack that gave 
nothing away. Julien moved the ball 
either way and varied his pace and 
Roberts, Holder and Boyce, with a 
regular supply of bouncers, 
commanded stem attention. West 
Indies needed only 1 59 runs to win a 
simple task for these talented 
cricketers. 

In spite of the early loss of 
Fredericks, West Indies were in 
command and Alvin Kallicharran 
gave another dynamic display of 
powerful hooking and pulling. 

S ATURDAY, 21 June: The longest 
day of the year and one of the 
longest and most glorious days in 
cricket history. 

Throughout the competition West 
Indies had batted second, Clive Lloyd 
asking the opposition to bat whenever 
he won the toss. Bvit this time Ian 
Chappell won the toss and invited the 
West Indies to bat first, probably 
reasoning that it was what they would 
like doing least. 

Whatever his real reasons, the 
Australian captain's decision met with 
quick success. Gilmour had bowled 
three no balls in the opening over, 
much to the noisy delight of the West 
Indian contingent near the tavern, but 
then, with 1 ^ runs on the board, Roy 
Fredericks, who had savaged Lillee 
and Thomson at The Oval, hooked a 
Lillee bouncer over the boundary at 
long-leg, but lost his balance and fell 
on his wicket. 

Alvin Kallicharran, too, had batted 
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June In England 


Participating Teams 
Group A ^ 

<^aup B 


TwelMBi 


Zealand, East Africa 
I Indtes, Australul,4akifUm, S>ri Lanka 


vest Indii 


Australia 


ndand New Zealand 






SUCCESS PEB 
CENTAGE 
100.00 


Indl#:^^ 
Pakl^ 
Sriladika 
East Atei 





HighmTotal 

334/4 (40 overs)-«ngland vs India, Gr. League, Lcuri’s, 7.6.75 

LoweitTtotai W 

86/10 (37.2 overs-Sri Lanka w Wj:, Gr. ^^|MM|||^hcster 7.6.1975 

Highest Individual tamings - ^ 

Glenn Tamer (New Zealand); 171W-vsWj|^HHraghaston, 7.6.1975 

First Gen^iri World CiqtHistoiy / 

, , JOJU Addis: 137-vs India, Lord's. 7.6.1975 . 

900-PIus Buns m World Cup 
»? 34?«il^owersl vs India, Gr. League, Lord's, 7.6. 1 975 

334/4also became the first 300-plus score in One Day Internationals 
Victories 

■l^^ Widtets : India —against East Africa, Leeds, 11.6.1975 

B^.KIBBads t'Engiand —against India, Lord's, 7.6.1975 

—againstEast Africa, t'dghastoii. 14.6.1975 
By LNiw Zealand — vs East Africa, Edgbasion, 7.6.1975 

ByfWIdteil lWi; — vs SrlUnka, Manchester, 7.6.1975 


Naidwi<wK'4^kl(b«tea 
By.tiMicfcet: Y^taidies 


—against Pakistan, Edghastun, 11.6.1975 


;'V''..Cibumry M inns No Runs 

r' ' ;NewZealand 4 4 2 333 


iUiw/s.'.BMiand 
P^^'f'^&Anstnlia . 


I .^**4,1 • j V , ' 




Avge 

166.50 

60.75 

69.66 

69.00 

40.20 


— vs. East Africa, Gr. League, Edgbasion 

— vs India, Gr. League. Lord's 






—vs A ustJjl^^^ 

10 ! : Alan Turner (Ausli|ii^^. —vsSiilJ|H|| 

Moat Number Of Half |||^H 

KimidKhan(Paklstan)-'p|«:.M,A5,60 w- 

■enBowling •q,;c. 

Garre Gfcnour (AustralMii^ 14 vs England, Send^^ 


P'lfWldlMtHatdj 
p^liflile (Auitttt 


lAfrica, Lee 


WX’’' 

kali In A Match 

Country 


P m 

'■•* 'ill -".jiiiiimrs 
f' 1 ,■■>» 

5 " 






Garry dSf^ur Australia .'dHP 

Dennis LlAte AustraUa 

Gari^.^ilniour Australia ' 

Mhn §now England 
^^BemarfJjiHen W.l. 
jjjaPemaWJulicn W.l. 
rSarfraz Nawaz Pakistan 
Tony Greig England 
Keith Boyce W.L 

Most number of Victims 


P rills ’”^0 l^'- 

Opponent Match ■ Venue : . 

England ScmlQj^^;' Leeds ' 

Pakistan Gr.Lce^^ {Leeds 

W.L Final Lord's 

East Africa Gr. League Ec^baston 

Sri Lanka Gr. League Manchester 

Semifinal Oval 

Gr. League Edgbaston 

Gt. League TrefW Bridge 

Rnal Lord's 


Rodney Marsh (Australia) 

D.L. Murray (W.L) 

Most Catches By A Fielder In A Match 

3 ; Clive Lloyd-W.I. vs Sri Lan^^|AgpK'hestei|^.||^73 

Most Catches By A Fielder In 'l^TOMrhamenj|P 

4 ; Clive Lloyd (West Indies)-5 n^^es |^r 

Most Run Outs In A match 

5 : Australia vs W.I., Final Lord's, 21.6.1975 

Man Of The Matches 

First Match: England vs India—Dennis Amiss (England) 

Second Match: NZ vs East Africa—Glenn Turner (N.Z.) 

'Third Match: Australia vs Paklstaiis—Dennis Lillee (Australia) 

Fourth Match: W.L vs Sri Unka-4|jBard Jullen (W.l) 

Fifth Match: England vs NZ—Keith pftcher (England) 

'Sixth Match: India vs East Africa—Faiookh Engineer (India) 

Seventh Match: Australia vs Sri Lanka—Alan^ulM^Australia) 

Eighth Match: W J. vs Pakistan—Sarfraz Navt^i^ptan) 

Ninth Match: England vs East Africa—John Snow ^gland) 

Temh Match: India vs NZ— Glenn Turner (N.2.) 

I tth Match: Australia vs WI—Alvin Kallichattkli fV#.l) 

f ‘ Match: Pakistan vs Sri Lanka—^Zaheer A^s (Pakistan) 

Matdi (Semifinal): England vs Australia—KSiri^Gilmour (Austraiia) 
Match (Semi Pinal); Wl vs N2i-^lvin Kafihharran (W.L) 

Matdi (Final): W.L vs Australia—CliveLloyd(W.L) 


splendidly in the previous match 
against Australia and he began 
confidently, but he cut a 
ball from Gilmour and was caught 
behind. Greenidge was totally unable 
to capture his usual exciting form and 
after eighty minutes of ineffeaive 
groping he edged a slower ball from 
Thomson low to Marsh. 50 for 3 and 
Clive Lloyd joined Kanhai. 

Ian Chappell brought Lillee back 
into the attack to test Lloyd. Almost 
immediately the West Indies captain 
hooked Lillee, mightily and 
majestically, square for six. He drove 
Walker through the covers ofl the 
back foot with an ease that denied the 
power of the shot. 

Rohan Kanhai accepted the 
responsibility and uncharacicriMic 
role of anchor man. For eleven overs 
he did not score, but he gave Lloyd 
exactly the support that was needed in 
the circumstances. 

In thirty-six overs they added 149, 
Lloyd reached one of the most 
brilliantly exciting and inevitable 
hundreds ever seen at Lord's. In 
venue, occasion and execution it was 
in periecl context. He batted for 108 
minutes anti received eighty-lwo halls 
in making his hundred. Besides his 
two sixes ,he hit twelve fours. 

His innings ended on a 
lontrovcrsial note. He was given out 
caught behind down the leg-side and 
showed a certain annoyance at the 
derision. The bowler was Gilntour 
who had returned for an economical 
spell in which he also took the wickets 
of Kanhai and Richards so that West 
Indies were 209 for 6 in the forty sixth 
over and Australia hyped again. But 
the platform was now firm for the 
temperament and technique of Boyce 
and Julien and they engaged in a 
whirlwind stand of 52 with Deryck 
Murray, no mean batsman, as low as 
number nine, the West Indies were a 
formidable proposition lot any attack 
as the Iasi overs were bowled. 291 for 8 
was the final score so that Australia 
were asked to score at a rate of nearly 
. five runs an over and to set a record for 


the competition if they were to win. 

It was this pressure to score quickly 
too soon that threw the Australians 
into trouble. Turner suggested 
authority, but McCosker was fretting 
across the line, looking for runs. With 
the score at 25 he tried to work the bail 
through midwicket, but it was Boyce's 
away swinger and the ball found the 
edge and was well taken, low down, at 
second slip by Kallicharran. 

Turner batted solidly and effectively 
and with Ian Chapjrell quickly 
assured, runs came briskly. There 
were signs that the West Indies would 
have a real fight on their hands, but 
suddenly, and inexplicably, a 
corporate madness gripped the 
Australian batsmen. 

Runs had been coming at a good 
rate and it was surprising titerefore 
that there should be an agitation that 
they should come more quickly, but, 
within a short space of time. Turner 
and the Chappell brothers were all 
run out in going tor inadvisable runs. 

The loss of the Chappells was a 
grave blow to Australia and the West 
Indies, exhilarating in the field, sensed 
victory. At 162 for 4, Australia needed 
130 runs from the last twenty-two 
overs. 

There were some elegant shots from 
Doug Walters, but once more he failed 
to demonstrate his true worth to an 
English public. Marsh flurried briefly 
and 76 runs were needed off ten overs 
with four wickets standing. 

A fine mid-inniiigs spell from Keith 
Boyce accounted lor Marsh, Edwards 
and Gilrnour. Ross Edwards played a 
pleasant miniat'irc and then skied the 
ball as did the dangerous Gilrnour. 

Max Walker ran himsell out and 
Australia were 231 lor 9 with 
one ball of the fifty-third over lelt 
when Jeff Thomson was joined by 
Dennis Lillee. Fifty-nine runs were 
needed and only forty-three balls in 
which to get them, number teti and 
eleven at the wicket. West Indies one 
imagined, had already captured the 
World Cup. 

These two mighty men threw their 
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bats with such force that even when 
they did not hit the ball with the 
middle of the bat, they still cleared the 
field. The West Indies were forced 
back to the boundary, conceding the 
singles. There were some fierce and 
authentic drives, and there were some 
narrow escapes, but the score 
mounted. Twenty-one runs were 
needed from two overs. An impossible 
task suddenly looked as if it would be 
accomplished in one bail from a most 
bizarre incident. 

Holder bowled a no-ball which 
Thomson skied to Roy Fredericks at 
cover. Fredericks threw at the 
bowler's wicket in an attempt to run 
the batsman out. The ball missed the 
wicket and with no one backing up 
went for overthrows which Lillee and 
Thomson gleefully accepted. 

In the constant roar that was issuing 
from the excited crowd few heard the 
call of no-ball and, believing that 
when Frederick caught Thomson the 
West Indies had won, thousands 
swarmed onto the pitch. Fielders were 
knocked over and the ball was lost 
from sight as in the middle of the 
arena Lillee and Thomson tore up and 
down. The umpires called 'dead ball'. 
The crowds were ushered off and 3 
runs were added to the score. 

Lillee and Thomson had added 41 
runs. Nine ball remained and 18 runs 
were required for victory. It was three 
minutes short of a quarter to nine and 
Lord's was a cauldron of excitement. 
And then came the last great irony. 

Thomson played and missed, and 
the ball went through to Murray. 
Believing that his partner was 
prepared to take a bye to the 
wicketkeeper, Thomson charged up 
the wicket. Lillee sent him back. 

Diving in the dust, Thomson was 
some six inches out as Murray threw 
down the wicket. In the craving for 
runs, Thomson became the fifth 
Australian batsman to lie run out. 

The field and the players were 
swamped with happy crowds. Clive 
Lloyd holds the cup on high. West 
Indies—and cricket—have won. ^ 

COUHIf-SY THFPAKIbTANrRICHEKH ^37 


THE 

PRUDENTIAL 
WORLD CUP 

IQfTQ 

m arindamroychowdhury 


he most low profile 
and boring of World Cups, with the Windies 
riding all opposition roughshod over 


second edition of the 
I tournament would qualify as 
i being the most subdued of 
World Cups and possibly the 
most boring.The touruamem saw a 
paltry 3.54 runs setned per ovenihe, 
lowest ever in the history ot World 
Cup competition. 

Once again the West Indian bowlers 
dominated like in 1975.Such was 
their dominaiiop m '7S that even 
though their team won the 
tournament, not a single West Indian 
batsman found a place in the top five 
batsman of that tournament.This time 
around, Michael 

Holding,Colin Croft and Joel (lamer 
(Andy Roberts was the fourth bowler) 
bagged 24 wickets between them in 
five matches. 

This time around the bastmen fared 
much better, with opener Gordon 
Grcenidgeittassing 253 runs in the 
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tournament to end up being the top 
batsman ol thecompeiition.lt was his 
performance with the bat that 
, catapulted the defending champions 
to a win in the semi final against a 
rejuvenated New Zealand side.apan 
from giving him the man ot the match 
award for the semi final. 

In the other semi final, England held 
on to their no loss record by 
accounting for a talented, but 
fragmented Pakistan team, thanks 
mainly to a match winning 
performance by Graham Gooch who 
was to captain England to another 
World Cup final 13 years hence. 

If the unfortunate dismissal of 
ipialifiers Canada for a humiliating 45 
runs was the low point of the 
tournament, then the news wasn't any 
better for India either.Being a full Test 
playing country they shared the 
ignominious distinction of losing all 


their matches in the tournament just 
like the minnows from the North 
American continent. 

The low points did not end there for 
the lournament.Thc final; the 
much anticipated encounter between 
two undefeated teams with the 
Englishmen relying on their 
professionalism and the West Indies 
purely on their 

PA^BI(^fc■AGAP 








brilliance.Unfortunately that was not 
to be, because a young man by the 
name of Vivian Richards blasted an 
unbeaten 138 to win the 
man-of-the-match award and 
virtually shut the Englishmen out of 
the final,reducing it to a one-sided 
affair. 

With the likes t)f Mike Brearley 
being their second best performer 


with the bat 

(and he was a far better captain than 
he was a batsman, that's for sure) 
England didn't have too much ol a 
chance chasing a total of 286. 

In the end, the English batting 
succumbed 92 runs shon,in a 
humiliating defeat in Ironi of their 
home crowd, and that too at the 
hallowed Lord's. 

The West Indies had sucessfully 


defended their title (the only team to 
do so in the history of the World Cup 
so far) and Clive Lloyd got his second 
feel of the Prudential Cup. While he 
held it aloft, it seemed then that the 
West Indians would keep on winning 
the Cup for eternity. 

Down, but coitainly not out Clhw Uoyd tokos n 
tunibls horn, bnlovontnally ho was hw proud 
soHsshohold aloft tho PiudMitial Cupyot 
again 
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V.S Pakistan, Semi Fiiul, Oval 20.6.1979 

England, Gr. League, Manchester. 1^4,1979 
Tto remains the shortest (to terms of playing time) matdi in the maillfaistory .1 
ced only 9l runs—the lowest match aggregate. 

Highest Indlvldiia] innings 

Vhf Richards {W.I.) : 138*--v.s England, Lord's, 23.6.1979 ; 




By 9 runs r ' |jjp> < iil firB« r2csJaiid;-Mancfaester. 20.6.1979 

Centuries -.v/-' '■ ' 

* '4i,'^.lBCh«i4 (W49—“vatBngland, Fitul. Lord's 

i <$w#BaGreenti|gejW2>—V.S India, Gr. League, E4gbaston 
Top Tan Batsman In The Compali^ 


Batsman Coo^ .. M Ians No «tm 

Gordon Grccnidge WJ • ' ., '4 4 1 ■ 253 

Viv Richards W4.: 4 -4 • .2- - 2i: 

Graham Gooch Emdand ' - -5 ’ 1’ 21( 

Glen Turner n 2 > , ■ 4 ' 4 - 2 ' 17t 

John Wright N2 ■*'. 4 .0 16< 

MikeBreariey ..•S' 5 0 161 

MajidKhan Paltfe^'-,. ' • . 4 - 4 , -0 15C 

Zabeer Abbas Pakist^^^,!,'vV';.-'' ’• '® ■ 141 

Desmond Haynes VV.1 .■ '’4 . . 4. 0 144 

AndrewHilditch - '’.T S 0 143 

Batsmen, Who Scored Two Half Centuries la tlid^tetaftaniau 
Majid Khan (Pakig)^., : 61,81 ' V,.. 

■ ; 65,73 

H||$urst (Australia) - 5 for 21 v.s Canada, Gr. League, Edgbaston, 16.6.1979 


Sted only 215 minutes and piodfjjg^ 


cooetty , 
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No 

Huns 

Avge 

HS 

wj • 

.,■'4 

4 

1 

253 

84.33 

106* 

w4; . ■ 

"■■4 

4 

■: i - - 

217 

108.50 

138* 

E^jland. 

.•-‘4 
• ■ 4 ; 

5 ■ 

4 

I’ 

■ '2 " 

210 

176 

52.50 

88.00 

71 

83* 

N2 

■. :4.; 

4 

0 

166 

41.50 

69 

EtigUdd';;'. 

.'-•s' 

5 

0 

161 

32.20 

64 


4- 

4 - ■ 

0 

150 

37.50 

81 

Pakis^^,;';,=r.; 

■'■.4 

'■ 4 

0. 

148 

37.00 

93 

w.i 

. '•4 . 

. 4 

0 

144 

36.00 

65 

AusttaUs ■ 


9 

0 

143 

47.66 

72 


HS 100 50 



First 138 Greenldge and Haynes w.l 

Majid Khan and Zaheer Abbas Pakistan 

Third in« _j „ ■ . _ . 


Third 

Fourth 

Fifth 

Sixth 


“-V”— •»**•**• M«a>a «M*aawa a aiva^aHis 

108 Brearley and Gooch England 

71 Hiiditch and Yallop Australia 

139 Richards and King W.l 

40 Bryesh Patel and ka]A Dev India 

53 Asif Iqbal and Wasim Raja Pakistan 

41 Randall and Taylor England 

43 Taylor and Willis England 


_ , — r ana ^pu wi: v inuia 

^vemh 53 Asif Iqbal and Wasim Raja Pakisti 

Eighm 41 Randall and Taylor Englai 

Nlnm 43 Taylor and Willis Rneifli 

TenA ^ g7 Venkataraghavan|nd Bedl India 

CpMPJLEpaY HARI PRASAD ^WTOPADHYAY 


India 

W.l 

Australia 
Pakistan 
England 
New Zealand 
England 
New Zealand 
Pakistan 
W.I 


Gr. League 
Or. Lei^ue 
Final 

Gr. League 
Gr. League 
Sentifti^, 
Gr. League 
Gr. League 


Bdgbaston 

Oval 

Lord's 

Trentbrh%ie 

Lord’s 

Leeds 

*a»ds , 

MandiqflQr 

Bdgbaston 











































THE WORLD IN 
INDIA'S POCKET 




was at Lord's when India became 
World Champions. This was the 
report he filed on that historic day 

ON PON, JUNE 25: Kapil Dev and his boys 
today pulled off a dramatic 43-xun victory over 
the niighly West Indies in what was easily the 
greatest campaign by an Indian team. 

Batting first, India was all out tor a poor score of 183 
in 55.4 overs, Srikkanth being the top scorer with 38. At 
that point nobody gave India much of a chance against 
the strong West Indies batting side. 

When the West Indians batted. Vivian Richards 
made the task look easy as he took 12 off one over from 
Madan Lai. But when he was third out for an uidividual 
score of 33, the West Indies were in deep trouble. The 
back of their batting was broken by Madanlal who took 
three prize wickets as five West Indian wickets 
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crumbled for 25 runs. 

Wicketkeeper Dujon at id Malcolm Marshall then 
staged a brief recovery adding 45 lor the seventh 
wicket. Mohinder Amarnath. coming on for a new 
spell, then achieved the vital breakthrough, forcing 
Dujon to play on in the very first ball. He followed up 
with two more wickets as the other wickets followed 
soon after. Mohinder was named the Man of the Match 
for this crucial spell which put the last nail into the West 
Indies' coffin. 

The win was worth £20,000 (Rs. 300,000) to the 
Indian winners and £10,000 (Rs. 150,000) to the West 
Indies. 

Rapturous crowds invaded the field as West Indies' 
Holding was Ibw to Amarnath for six. Joel Garner was 
not out for five. 

Amarnath was named Man of the Match for his 
bowling figures of 3 for 12 in seven overs and his 
innings of 26. The West Indies innings lasted precisely 
52 overs. 

India, the surprise packet of the World Cup series, 
fought back like wounded tigers after being dismissed 










for 183. 

Clive Lloyd, making possibly his final appearance as 
West Indies captain, suffered a series of shtKks to his 
hopes of a third straight win as his side lost five wickets 
for 66 by the 19th over; Madanlai taking three of them 
in an 18-ball spell. 

Uoyd was one of those to go. After huning a leg 
completing his first single he had to have a runner for 
the remainder of his short innings. 

West Indies lost their first wicket at five, Greenidge 
being bosvled by Sandhu without offering a shot to a 
ball that nipped back off the pitch. Still, Viv Richards, so 
quickly took command of the bowling that West Indies 
seemed destined lor a comfortable win. 

Richihds hit seven fours in the first five overs of his 
innings, including three in the first over by Madanlai. 
But Richards, who made 33, was the victim of his own 
arrogance, trying to pull Madanlai, he made contact 
with the top edge and Kapil sprinted back in frenzied 
manner to take the prized catch. 

An overconfident Richards had played the fatal shot 
on second thoughts. Initially, he had gone on to the 


Mia an finally Iha woiW champhtm n GiickaL 
MaaAan af lha wiaaiag taiiaa sMa wMi Ilia iragliy aa 
Mahateaacy of lard's 

front fcKTl and, when he changed his mind and pulled, 
was not adequately balanced to play so violent a stroke. 

At the fall of Richard's wicket, in the I4th over. West 
Indies were 58 for three for, in Madanlal's previous 
over. Haynes had spooned up an easy catch to cover. 

Richards was irresponsible in getting himself out as 
he did because Clive Lloyd, who had come in at the fall 
of Haynes' wicket, pulled a muscle in taking his first run 
and was in considerable distress. It was obvious that 
with this disability, he would be hard put to make a 
significant contribution. 

Sure enough, Lloyd, after making only eight, tried to 
assault Binny with a thunderous off drive of the kind he 
had played off him earlier and holed out to mid-off. He 
had struck at the ball without getting his fmn near 
enough to its pitch. 

Lloyd's dismissal, at 66, plunged West Indies into a 
deep crisis for, only an over before. Gomes had gone, 
cutting at a ball from Madan Lai without having 
sufficient room lor the shot. 

West Indies's seventh-wicket pair, Bacchus and 
Dujon got their heads down to steady the innings and 
added only ten runs in the five remaining overs to tea. 
They could afford to bring caution to bear on their task 
because they had another 35 overs available to make up. 

The tea interval would seem to have broken 
Bacchus' concentration. In the very first over after the 
restart he droVe at. and edged, a wide, out-swinging 
half-vcriicy from SandUro and KIrroani dived to take a 
superb catch, kn^downiti front of first slip. 

India's crushinggii^ was loosened by an obstinate 
partnershhi* between Dujon, who played with 
exempiatf dlsch>ttne and Malcolm Marshall who, 
initial, was atpainsto locate the middle of his bat. 

Rarely did score more than three runs an over 
but, with the target so Hnall, they hardly needed to 
quicken theh pKe. 

Ihoiq^Dtdon played with so much courage and 
dettonitiatiqn, he had two narrow shaves. When he 
was only five.he could have been ran out had 
Sitkkanth^ duow to the bowler's end had been a bit 
quicker. 

Then when be was 15 in a total of 106, he nearly 
{fiayedoQ 00 Binny, a deflectionhom the inside edge of 
a defensive bat virtually shaving his leg stump. 

Clive Uoyd won the toss, ashe is wont to against 
Kapil Dev, who has jb^lwky with the West Indian 
only once in 11 Dicks of the coin in the past five months. 

Same teams: As expeaed both teams remained 
unchanged from the semi-finals and in India's case, it 
was significant that a place could not be foundlor Dilip 
I Vengsarkar. The tour seleaors obviously did aht wish 
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Moat Bconamlad Spell 

D5. De SUva (SilLaidca): IS-ft-l 1-Z against NdwZealand, 
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250 

41.66 
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34.28 
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iTanBaiiMlaii la UNTO 


' ’ ' Mi’ ‘. V • 
■..'V'J.s-S". ■ 


Bowla 


Soger Biiiny 
AahandiaDeMd 
MadanUd 
Mdurd Hadlee 
VJ. Maries 
Maleoim Marshall 
Michael Holding 
KqidOev 

AbdidQadlr t nsDstan 

BobWiffis , ; Bn^and 

AU ifNaid PerfonnaiKe In A Mttdi 


Overs 

Mdns 

Runs 


Avge 

BB 

68 

8 

336 

18 

18.66 

4/29 

66 

13 

265 
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4/20 
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5/25 
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3/28 
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3/40 
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5/44 
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Duncan Hetdier (Zlmbl|pe) - 69 potjuiut and 4/42 v.s. Australia, IftinBridge, 9,6.1983 
MostNuntoerOfVkxiriisByAWidtedHsIlier '' j’. 


•yy'-r’' 


J^DMon(WJ) " 

Moat Nundier Of Vktiins to A 
Syed Klmuuii (India) - 5 v.s. 4'i 
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MariorOrMaidies 

Bbst MnetelBldsian v.s. Sri LanteMMi^ 
Seo on tt iM todi: England v.s. 

’tfalid Match: Australia v.s. 

Bcniith Match; West todies v.s. In(HR|HBH| 
llfih Match; England va Sri Lanldlj liBiliBi 
Bbafa Match: Pakistan VA New Zea|j| Pim jBl 
fcvemh Match: West Indte va 
Bllhtli Match; India v.$. ambabwe 
Mtath Match: England v.s Pakistan - 
f B<h Match: New Zealand va. Sri La«mn 
|i|ri> Match; India va. Australia - TinevQM^H 
izth Match; West todies v.s. Ztrnbabv^Hfl 
tSth Match: England v.s. New Zealandl HB BI 
l4th Match; PaldsanvA Sri Lanka'A mHI 
i5th Match: Australia va. Zimbabwe - 
16tfa Match; West Indies v.s. todia - Vlv BgH 
ITtfa Match: England VA Pakistan • G. Fosffi 
18th Match; New Zealand va. Sri Lanka - JB 
19th Match: West todies v.s. Austrafia - WtM 
20th Match: India v.s. Zbnbabwe - Kapil Dm 
21st Match: England va. Sri tanka - Bob vn 
22nd Match: Pakistan va. New Zealand • Inia 
23rd Match: tocBa va. Australia • Koger Btni» 
24th Match: West todies VA Zbnbabwe - SJPl 
25tfa Match (Setnffinal) :lndiavA BniMnd (1 
26diMatch (Semifinal); WesttodbiVAPidctoi 
27to Match (find): tocfla va. West todies • tM 
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to disturb a winning combination. It meant, however, 
that the completely out-of-form Gavaskar continued to 
be retained and he did nothing to justify this faith, 
chasing a straighter ball from Roberts into the gloves of 
Dujon after having been subjected to one very anxious 
over by Gamer. Big Bird' beat the bygone master no 
less than four times around the off stump. 

With Amarnath at the other end cruising along 
smoothly, Srikkanth hooked and then lofted Holding 
over mid off for two more boundaries—seven 
altogether—to maintain the initiative, and there was 
never a more encouraging patch for India in the rest of 
the day. Then, the Delhi captain, too opened out, 
answering a bouncer from the fastest and fiercest of 
them all, Malcolm Marshall, with a characteristically 
well controlled hook. But the bull-like velocity of the 
man just ill-treated had the final word. He slipped one 
through on perfect length, Srikkanth played across it, 
and was leg before. 

The run rate was still at a satisfactory three per over. 
But with lunch approaching, the seasoned Lloyd 
sought the opportunity to introduce spin. This was 
really tricky for India — a perfect dilemma—tor the 
choice was between playing for the intermission or 
making the best of what was the only weak line in the 
West Indian bowling. As it transpired, they did neither. 
Gomes could not be collared, and yet he picked up the 
wicket of Yashpal, who gave himself room to hoist the 
bowler to cover. The stroke only ended in the hands of 
Augustine Logie, substituting for Desmond Haynes, 
who had injured himself while making a stop. With 
Amarnath, prior to this, bowled by an off cutter from 
Holding, India went in for the meal at a precarittus 100 
for four in i2 overs. The ct>ld meat and salad must have 
tasted even more bland. 

Abjea Surrender; Kapil Dev, Kirti Azad and Binny, 
in a sacrificial vein, surrendered their wickets as India 
plummeted from a pre-lunch 100 for tour to 1 foi 
seven. 

The skipper, having swept Gomes for fours oft 
consecutive balls, ventured to hit him out of the 



ground. There was no need tor such misplaced 
belligerence. The shot weni straight into the hands of 
long on. Thereafter Azad hooked Roberts with the 
precision down square leg's throat—the man had been 
positioned specially for him—and following this, Binny 
disappointed grossly by offering a simple catch to 
midwlcket off the same bowler. 

Thus, the entire onus, descended on Patil, and 
briefly, he appeared to be none the worse for it. He half 
swept, half pulled Gomes for six—the ball landing in 
the middle of the frolicking, flag-waving Indian 
contingent—and picked up the singles and twos till 
Gamer deceived him with a slower ball, to have him 
caught at wide mid on. 

Madanlal also flourished with a six off 
Gomes—almost a repeat of the stroke evinced by 
Patil—but was, subsequently, beaten by the extra pac-e 
of Marshall. It was left to Kirmani and Sandhu, who did 
well to realise 22 runs for the tenth wicket. But the end 
was near, with the blue skies on this day not holding 
up, and it came when the Rolls Royce of fast bowlers, 
Michael Holding changed to top-gear and uprooted the 
wicketkeeper's stumps, 

Indian batting had clearly succumbed to nerves. At 
least four, if not five, of the exponents had made a gift of 
their scalps instead of being priced out by the opposition. 

Scorecard: 

India: S M Gavaskar c Dujon b Roberts 2, K. Srikkanth 
Ibw b Marshall 38, M Amarnath b Holding 26, Yashpal 
Sharma c sub (Logie) b Gomes 11, S M Patil cGomes b 
Garner 27, Kapil Dev c Holdingb Gomes 15, K. Azad c 
Gamer b Roberts 0, R M H Binny c Gamer b Roberts 2, 
Madanlal b Marshall 17, B S Sandhu not out 11. 

Extras; 20 

Total (in 54.4 overs) 183 

Fall of wickets; 1-2,2-59, 3-90,4-92,5-110, 6-111, 

7- 130, 8-153. 9-161 

Bowling; Roberts 10-2-32-3, Gamer 12-4-24-1, 
Marshall 11-1 -24-2. Holding 9-4.2-26-2, Gomes 
11-1-49-2, Richards 1 -0-8-0. 

West Indies: G Greenidge b Sandhu 1, D Haynes c 
Binny b Madanlal 13, V Richards c Kapil b Madanlal 33, 
C Lloyd c Kapil b Binny 8, L Gomes c Gavaskar b 
Madanlal 5, F Bacchus c Kirmani b Sandhu 8, J Dujon b 
Amarnath 25, M Marshall c Gavaskar b Amarnath 18, A 
Roberts Ibw Kapil Dev 4, Holding Ibw Amarnath 6, 
Garner not out 5. 

Extras: 14 

Total: (all out—52 overs) 140 

Fall of wickets: 1-5, 2-50, 3-57,4-66, 5-66,6-76,7-119. 

8- 124,9-126. 

Bowling; Kapil Dev 11-4-21-1, Sandhu 9-1-32-2, 
Madanlal 12-2-31-3, Binny 10-1-23-1, Amarnath 
7-0-12-3, Azad 3-0-7-0. 
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Kapil Led 
'We 

Followed 


not appropriate for a one day game, 
and least of all for a Prudential final. It 
seamed about throughout the day, 
making life very difficult for batsmen. 
A limited overs track should be flat 
and full of runs. I am sure that if 
England had been playing the final, 
this would have been the case. 

We knew that we would be up 
against a lot of movement if we ba'ted 
first but we had to take this gamble. 
And it seemed to pay off, since Srik- 
kanth played some lovely square 
drives and hooks—one of these for six 
off Roberts—to get 38—the top score 



AMARNATHthe 
Man-of-the-Match in 
the '83 World Cup final, 
recounted those magical, 
heady moments, 
while still recovering 
from the shock 

L ondon,'JUNE 26:1 am not 
an emotional person. But 
believe me, 1 was completely 
over whelmed by the viaory 
in the Prudential Cup yesterday. It 
was India's finest hour in the game, 
and to be pan of the achievement was 
both an honour and a privilege. I don't 
suppose 1 have to bother about telling 
the margin of our victory—the whole 
nation surely knows already. 

When Clive Lloyd put us in we were 
not all that concerned. Our strategy 
was to bat first anyway, because you 
can only beat the West Indies by piling 
up a big score and then by getting 
some quick wickets. The West Indies 
are not very good under pressure, and 
therein lay our chance. 

Not appropriate: The wicket was 

Ml-roaiidar MoMndar Ammatb waa Mia's 
■aviaiir la Iha *0 Wartd Cap. Ha was Iha 
Maa-af-tha-ltatcli In bath tha saaii fiaal and 
tha flaal. Hard ha bawls QatHng as Bathani 
laaks an in tha ssffli final 






of the match. And even though he left, 
playing across to Marshall to be leg 
before, the right launching pad had 
been created for a decent score. But 
our policy to attack Gomes, since he 
was the only bowler we could take 
advantage of, got us into trouble, and 
wc ultimately slid to 183 all out in 54.4 
overs. 

Yashpal tried to hit the off spinner 
over extra cover, but gave a catch to 
backward point. All the same, Kapil 
decided at lunch that he was going to 
have a go at this bowler. He also failed 
in this endeavour—caught at long on 
while trying to lift him for a six. Then 
the quick bowlers got to work, and 
though the eiglith and the tenth 
wickets between them put on a very 
useful 45 runs, our total still looked 
inadequate. 

We did not lose heart knowing that 
the ball would continue to deviate, 
and that our bowlers would be able to 
exploit the conditions better than the 
West Indians, who concentrate on 
pace rather than movement. A bit of 


cloud cover in the initial stages of the 
West Indies innings also helped our 
bowlers. 

I may have won the Man of the 
Match award, but the prize really 
should have gone to the entire team 
for there could not have been a greater 
team effort. Everybody bowled and 
fielded their hearts tmi. Take the 
example of Madan: hit for 12 or 13 in 
his first over, it only made him more 
determined. In the ^*ace of 19 balls, 
he ripped open the Wea Indies, captu¬ 
ring the wickets of Haynes, Richards 
and Gomes. 

Turning point: ThedisndSsal of 
Richards was the turning pc^t. We 
knew from then onwards that we 
could win. 

Lloyd, batting with the helpof arun- 
ner because of a groin strain, was in dis> 
tina pain when stretching forward. 
We got him when Roger Invited him 

Tha Iwfow of Ifca *13 Warid Cii|i winning soMd 
at a rannion ornanisad by tbo tponsore of mis 
odition of Ite World Cup 


to drive. The batsman failed to get to 
the pitch of the ball and that resulted 
in a catch to Kapil—his second, after a 
fine effort earlier which got rid of 
Richards at mid wicket. 

Panic: The rest of the batting 
panicked, as we had expeaed it would 
and we knew it was only a matter of 
keeping the pressure on. There was no 
real tension when Dujon and Mar¬ 
shall put on those 43 runs. A slight 
resistance was bound to come at some 
stage and once that had been overco¬ 
me, it boiled down to a task of poli¬ 
shing the tail. The West Indian bow¬ 
lers, particularly Roberts, are capable 
of playing shots, but they couldn't 
risk this in such a crucial encounter. 

So we just waited for them to make a 
mistake, which they did soon enough. 

Considering the faa that we were 
bowled out so cheaply, to win the 
match by 43 runs was a facile margin. 

It was the West Indies' lowest score in 
a Prudential Cup match. Indeed, till 
date, no team other than India have 
beaten the West Indies in a World Cup 
match. 

My feeling Is we have been playing 
well for some months. But everything 
went against us In Pakistan. We lost 
the series In the West Indies, but over¬ 
all it was a good tour. Fortune finally 
smiled on us in this competition and 
wc have, thus, proved to the wt)rld, at 
least for the moment that in one-day 
cricket wc are the best. 

1 know living up to the image of 
world champions isn't going to be 
easy. But it is important for people to 
look at our success rationally. One- 
day cricket is noi Test cricket and with 
the standards having levelled out con¬ 
siderably, whichever team is better on 
the day is likely to win. But the triumph, 
no doubt, has boosted our confi¬ 
dence to an unprecedented peak, and 
as long as wc keep winning, it will be 
difficult to deflate this. 

Much of the credit for this unbelie¬ 
vable situation goes to Kapil. He has 
led by example and the rest of the 
team have followed. In fact, his cap¬ 
taincy in the final was just about 
faultless.^ 
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Hats Off To 

The Indian 
Team 


obtained a lot of lift and movement. 
But our batsmen perfonned like 
millionaires, they thought 183 was no 
target. And after we had lost some 
quick wickets, particularly after the 
exit of Viv Richards, who was the third 
to go, there was panic and we went 
down rather tamely—losing by 43 
runs. 

Spirited bowling: 1 don't think there 
was any venom in the pitch. It was just 
spirited bowling by the Indians, 
particularly Madan Lai, who took 
three wickets in 19 balls, and 
Amarnath, who colleaed as many in 




LIVE LLOYD 


the losing captain in 
the 183 Prudential Cup 
final against India, 
recounted his feelings 
on that historic match, 
the day after the final 


L ondon, june, 26: Hats off 
to the Indian team. Their 
viaory in the Prudential final 
yesterday was a great day for 
Indian cricket, and a great one for the 
game. 1 cannot think of another 
instance where a side has pulled off 
such a triumph against such odds. It 
was tremendous, though it denied us 
a hattrick in the World Cup. 

Considering the rains of the 
previous two days, and the general 
murkiness in the atmosphere, it was a 
good toss to win, and I had no 
hesitation in putting India in. It also 
proved to be the correct decision, 
since we bowled India out for 183. 
Our bowlers operated extremely well, 
and especially in the morning, 

Tha twrniiig |Mim of tlw 13 fiMl. Vw Riciwnis 
■oos hr ■ Mg hit off Modon Lot oad it caoi^ bw 
ugil Dov. It wit from horo that tbo WioMot’ 

dowotMottartod 












$even overs conceding just 12 runs. 
The Indian bowlers stuck to a perfect 
line and length, and backed up as they 
were by very tight fielding, delivered 
the goods for their side. 

The Indian team today is a more 
balanced one—certainly for one-day 
cricket—than the side which visited 
the West Indies. An additional 
all-rounder in Roger Binny has lent 
depth to both batting and bowling. 

The same man with Srikkanth has 
considerably strengthened the 
fielding. And the team is now led by a 
more experienced Kapil Dev, who 
does not miss a trick. In faa, with just 
183 on the board he had to maintain a 
delicate balance between attack and 
defence. And that he succeeded in this 
was borne out by the fact that Sunny 
was there at slip to pick up two 
important catches. 

Kudos to Srikkanth: Since 
Srikkanth is an opener he must learn 
to curb his natural instincts. But in the 
final he provided 38 invaluable runs 
for India—the top score of the match 
—and in the course of it played some 
glorious shots. His hooking and cover 
driving was conspicuously brilliant 
and he played these shots with time to 
spare. The partnership between him 
and Amamath—of 57 runs—was, in 


fact, an important stand, since they 
withstood the new ball quite skilfully. 
Indeed, Amarnath's 26 and later 
Patil's 27 were bMIt^good efforts, and 
they looked irt*^ troidile till they got 
out. 

It normli^^ys off to bring on 
Larry Gon^l^before lunch, when 
the batsnteniUielm^ing towards the 
break. But theliHfieaspierbaps felt at 
this stage>^t had to have a go at 
him to gflmdtdiance of winning the 
match and so did. lids policy 

resulted IB the dteor^bsal of Yashpal, 
and aher liradt of KapfiDev. Though 
he was hit Hound a bit* tarry did a 
good job. 

Madan BBruffled: The way Viv was 
batting—he raced to 33 with seven 
fours—it looked as if we had the 
match well in control. The openers 
had gone—Gordon Greenidge 
bowled by an almost unplayable 
offeutter from Sandhu and Haynes 
caught at cover—but the real blow 
was when Viv mistimed a pull off 
Madanlal, and Kapil took a very well 
judged catch at midwicket. It’s 
amazing how Madan remains so 
unruffled after getting so much stick. 
Several times 1 have seen him being 
hit around and yet, he inevitably 


avenges this, bowling better and 
better. 

At 76 for six, we were in deep 
trouble. I could not get to the pitch of a 
ball from Binny. and was caught at 
extra cover. Larry sparred at a ball 
from Madan, and Faud Bacchus 
chased an outswinger from Sandhu 
which might have been declared a 
wide had he left it. Dujon and 
Marshall batted sensibly for a while t«» 
put on 43 runs, but they were under 
tremendous pressure, and they and 
the rest of the batsmen succumbed to 
this. 

Stunning display; 1 know our defeat 
will come as an immense 
disappointment lor fans in the West 
Indies but you could take nothing 
away from the Indian showing. 
Forty-to-one outsiders, with just one 
victory — against Last Airica—in the 
two previous World Cups, India have 
stunned the world with their display. 
It's going to be diitu uli to live up to the 
status of world i hainpions as we have 
discovered over the past eight years. 

But Indian cricket has arrived, and 
it's here to stay. 

Alter India pulled off an incradiblia wi« 
againet the Weal Indies in the final, the Indian 
lupportars go barsaifc on the field 
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of the World Cup saw 
Australia emerging 
as the champion for the 
first time.This victory 
also saw the resurgence 
of Australian cricket 

I NDIA went into the 1987 edition 
of the World Cup as hot 
favourites.not only because they 
were the defending 
champions,but more so because the 
major part of the tournament was 
being held on their home soil. With 
Pakistan, playing the role of 
co-hosts,it was almost taken for 
granted, at least by the people of the 
sub-continent, that the two 
traditional rivals would meet in the 
grand final at Calcutta's spectacular 

Tha Aintralian captain Allan Banter racaivas a 
traditional indian wolcoma.Hnwavor, by tha 
and of tha '17 World Cup Bordor and bic matos 
warn tha toaat of avoiyono Down Undor 


Eden Gardens. 

Both host teams fared well in the 
league stage and qualified for the 
knockout stage quite easily.But it was 
in the semi final.that both met their 
respective nemesis.lndia weni down 
to England in Bombay, thanks largely 
to some indiscriminate batting and 
Graham Gooch's "sweeping- 
century. Across the border, (no pun 
intended) Allan Border's inspired 


Aussies stunned a partisan crowd into 
silence at Lahore's Gadaffi 
stadium.This meant that, come what 
may,thcre would be a new World 
Champion at the end of the final. 

Inspite of the fact that the much 
anticipated final between the sub 
continental rivals was not to take 
place,there was a packed stadium 
which witnessed the final in Calcutta. 
Afterall, what bet ter alternative to an 
India-Pakistan clash than an 
encounter betweeti the traditional 
cricketing enemies England and 
Australia.-’ 

England, for their part, had made it 
through to the final with some 
consistent performances, so typical of 
the professional nature ol English 
cricket.But in the midst of all that, 
Graham Gooch stood out like a 
colossus.He hit a century, and thrc" 
half centuries in the tournament to 
become t he leading batsman of the 
competition with three consecutive 
man-of-the-match awards to hoot,a 
leat only he has managed to achieve in 
the history of World Cups.So 
unassuming was the English bowling 
attack that England's best bowler in 
the competition was Eddie Hemmings 





You can now be 
reached even while 
watching the match. 

Sorry. 




Just because you're watching the match in 
your friend's bouse, in the suburbs, it doesn't 
mean you have to be kept in the dark about 
that in^>ortant meeting. And with a Philips 
pager, you won’t be. Not just this. You'll also 
find the message to be crystal clear. After all, 
the pagers are brought to you by the 


company that helped invent the language 
90% of the world’s pagers use. In tet, the 
pagers you’ll be using feature award winning 
technology. See them at the nearest Philips 
dealer showroom. And enjoy the cricket 
with your frimd, happy that you can now 
be disturbed. 
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lANCE WORLD CUP: 1987 


8th November in India aiid Pakistan 


Teams 

Group A: India, Australia. New Zealand, Zimbabwe 
Group 9: West Indies. Pakistan, England, Sri Lanka 
CkaMpiMK Australia ; 

Ba mwiiiaap: England 

|lM JMimMlm; India and Pakistan 

TtNM PaHonnaiicaa Of Each Coontriy 


Australia 8 7 1 

India 7 5 2 

Pakistan 7 5 2 

England 8 5 3 

West Indies 6 3 3 

New Zealand 6 2 4 

Sri Lanka 6 0 6 

Zimbabwe 6-0 6 

★ For the first time West Indies aiuld not reach the semifinal. 

Highest Total 

360/4 (50 overs)—West Indies Vs Sri Lanka, Gr. League, Karachi, 13.10.1 *>87 

★ It is also the highest total in WORLD CUP History 
lowest Total 

135/10 (44.2 overs) — Zimbabwe Vs India, Gr. League, Bombay, 17.10.1987 
. EOghest Individual Innings 

;lS^J«cbanb{Wciitlndles): 181—Vs&iLanla.Karattil, 13.I0.JV87 

r [6x6,16x41 

Biggest Victories ' 

By 9 Wick^ India—against New ZctAjddiJfegpur, 31.J0di>87 
By 191 runs: West Imlies—against Sdiaddtd, Karachi, 1987 
Narrowest VIctoriei' . . »■ 

By I wdeket-Pakistafl—against W.I„l 4 di^, 16.I0.1V|7 
By 1 ruKAustralia-A-againsyndia. Madtaetjk'V.IO.IOfni:;.' 

By 3 rim^ew Zealand — agiinsi ZimhrtPVrR Hyderabad, 10.10.1992 
By 3 rut^^^siralia—against New ZealHAujmdure. 19.10.1995 
^ it PakistH^HWest Indies match at Lahoww^tded on the last ball, which never 

181: VivRichards (W.l.)—Vs Sri Lanka, Gr. League, Karachi 

142: David Houghton (Zimbabwe) — Vs New Zealand, Gr. League, Hyderabad 

1269r: Geoff Marsh (Australia) — Vs New Zealand, Gr. League, Chandigarh 

115: Graham Gooch (tngalnd)— Vs India, Semi linal, Bombay 

113:Rdniee/ Raja (Pakistan)— Vs England, Gr. League, Karachi 

110’ Gei>ft Marsli (Australia) — Vs India, Gr. League, Madras 

110: Richie kichardson (W.l.) — Vs Sri Lanka, Gr. League, Karachi 

105: Desmond Haynes (W.i.)-' VS Sri Lanka, Gr. League, Karachi ' ■ 

IOJ-A: Sunil Gavaskar (India) - Vs New Zealand, Gr League, Nagpur 

103; .laved Miandad (Pakistan) --- Vs Sri Lanka, Gr. I.eague, Hyderabad (S^d) 

100 Salim Malik (Pakistan) — Vs Sri Lanka, Gr. League, Faisalabad 


ABm>. 


SUCCESS PER CENTAGE 










Top Ten Batsmen In The Competition 


Batsman 


Graham Cioiicti 
David Boon 
Geoff Mdish 
Viv Riihaids 
Mike Gatling 
Rameez Raja 
Salim Malik 
Dean Jones 
Sunil Gavaskar 
Allan Lamb 


Country 


Englatid 

Australia 

Australia 

W.L 

England 

Pakistan 

Pakistan 

Australia 

India 

England 



0 

■■nvT^jni 

58.87 M 

0 


5 5.87 » 

1 


61.14^! 

0 


eywA 

• 

. 356 

50.85'^*^ 

0 


49.M 

1 

323 


1 

314 

444^118 

1 

300 

SO.uO™ 

2 

299 

59.80 


Best Bowling: 

Craig McDermott (Australia) — 5 for 44 Vs Pakistan, Semi fnWtnBIrore, 4.11.1987 
Most Expensive Bowling 

Ashantha Oc Mcl (Sri Lanka); 10 0-97-1, against West Indies, Karachi, 13.10.1987 







Bowler 

Caaatri - 

M 

Overs 

Mdns 

Runs 

Wickets 

Avge 

BE 

4W 

Craig hteDermott 

Australia 

8 

73 

4 

351 

18 

19.50 

5/44 

2 

ImiahKhan 

Pakisun 

7 

49.5 

6 

222 

17 

13.05 

4/37 

2 

Patrick Patterson 

W.l. 

6 

56 

2 

253 

14 

18.07 

3/31 

_ 

Maninder Singh 

India 

7 

70 

1 

280 

14 

20.00 

3/21 


Eddie Hemmings 

England 

6 

59.3 

4 

273 

13 

21.00 

4/52 

1 

Abdul Qadir 

Pakisun 

7 

68 

2 

242 

12 

20.16 

4/31 

1 

P. DeFreitaa 

Enihutd 

8 

68.1 

11 

279 

12 

23J5 

3/24 


Steve wanidi > 

- Australia' 

8 

63.3 

4 

288 

11 

26.18 

2/36 

..IW 

SaviRatnayake 

’ Sri Lanka 

6 

54 

2 

313- 

10 

31.30 

3/41 


NeilFoncr 

England \ 

7 

70 

1 

313 

10 

31.30 

3/47 

— 


Bowler 

CoanBry 

Wicket 

Opponent 

Match 

Venue 

Craig McDermott 

Australia 

5/44 

Pakisun 

Semi final 

Lahore 

ManoJ Prabhakar 

India 

4/19 

Zimbabwe 

Gr. League 

Bombay 

Abduf Qadir 

Pakisun 

4/31 

England 

Gr. League 

Rawalpindi 

bnranKhan 

Pakisun 

4/37 

West Indies 

Gr. League 

Lahore 

Imran Khan 

Pakisun 

4/37 

England 

Gr. League 

Karachi 

Simon O'Donnell 

Australia 

4/39 

Zimbabwe 

Gr. League' 

Madras 

Courtney Walsh 

West Indies 

4/40 

Pakisun 

Gr. League 

Lahore 

Eddie HeinminiP 

England 

4/52 

India 

Semifinal 

Bombay 

Craig McDermott 

’. Australia 

4/56 

India 

Gr. League 

Madras 


Mott CatdiMllfToumameni 

S: KapU Dev 

Men Of Jlie Mttditti 

Pint MjttsInfliikltuuB '(TtStt LiDki'—Javed Miandad (Pakistan) 
Second Matd&lDii 
Third Matchr' 


Fourth 

Fifth Match: Bfi 
Sixth Match; ^ 
Seventh Mttdi: Vttn 
Eighth MttdttliAfo 
mnth Match: 
lOthMatduMAVi 
lithMatchiEn* 
12th Match; Ail 
13thMa 
14th Ma 
ISthMai 

17th 
18' 



ifladT***'- 28 


?'i5 


V» AttStndtar^eoff Marsh (Australia) 
l-i^iAUah I,anib (England) 
ykltohabwc—David Houghtmi ^Zimbabwe) 

■Abdul Qadir (Pakistan) 

—Steve Waugh (Australia)' "t-. 

inka—Viv Richards (WI) 

—Kapil Dev (India) 

Salim Yousuf (Falclstan) 

JVtaiM!) Frabhakar (Indllr) ■ 

—Allan Lamb (England) 
lealand—David Boon (Australia) 
r Imran Khan (Pakisun) 

^ka—Simmons (W.I.) 
gMohd. Azharuddin (India) 
tab we—Jeff Crowe (NZ) 

—Salim Matik (Pakistan) 

Kapil Dev (India) 

»—Graham Gooch (England) 
land—Geoff Marsh (Australia) 
e —David Boon (Australia) 

—Graham G(X)ch (England) 
in—Richie Richardson (W.I.) 

>—Sunil Gavaskar and Chetan Sharma [Jt.] (India) 
iVs Australia—McDermott (Australia) 

Vslndla—Gooch (England) 
iustralia—David Boon (Australia) 


Partners 


Team 


Opponent 


Match 


Venue 


Tenth 


36 


nth and Gavaskar 
z Raija and Salim Malik 
les and Richards 
rdsandtc^e 
n and Logie 
ndad and Salim Yousuf 
acewcll and Ian Smith 
Houghton and ButChart 
Atavindlt^ihta and V John 

PycroftandJartds 


India 

Pakisun 

W.I. 

W.l. 

W,I. 

Pakisun 
New Zealand 
Zimbabwe 
Sri tanka 


New Zealand 
England 
Sri Lanka 
Sri Lanka 
England 
W.l. 

Zimbabwe 

Nemilteaiand 

Pakisun 


Zimbabwe India 


Gr. League Nagpur 
Gr. League Kpichi 
le ifrarachi 
uaiMakrachi 
■“ Gujranwala 
Lahore 

ague Hyderabad 
Gr. Le^ci ' 'llyderabad 
Gr. League Hyderabad 
(Sind) 

Gr. League Bombay 








Australia had their share of luck, 
esjK'cially in the league stages when 
they scraped past India by one run in 
Madras, and by three runs passed New 
Zealand in Indore. Rut apart from 
that, iminmani contributions came 
from one bowler and one batsman in 
particular. Opening bowler Craig 
McDermott bagged 18 wickets to 
become the leading wicket taker in 
the coinpetiion, and became the joint 
record holder (with Roger Binny) for 
the highest numberol wickets taken 
in one World Cup. The major batting 
contribution came from the stocky 
David Boon, who with five half 
centuries, was only a shade behind 
Gooch in the battingchart.lt also gave 
the batsman Irom Tasmania three 
rnan-ol-the-match awards including 
one in tlie final. 

If the people in India and Pakistan 
were upset and disappointed that 
their teams didn't make it to the final, 
ilien spare a thought for the West 
Indies.Tlie two- time winners and one 
tinte runners-up failed to make it to 
the knock out stage lor the first time in 
the history ol the 

competition.Perhaps that ought to 

have provided an indication of what 

was to lollow;nanie!y the 

end of the West Indian domination of 

cricket. 

The other liighlights of the 
tournament was, first,a 
mind-boggling knock of 181 by Vivian 
Richards, which is still the highest 
score by an individual in any World 
Cup.That knock against tlie liapless 
Sri Lankans at Karachi contributed to 
the West Indies hitting up the highest 
innings total ever in a World Cup 
match (160 for four in 50 
overs).And,secondly, wliocan forget 
that maiden one day century by 'The 
I.ittle Master' Sunil Gavaskar against 
the Kiwis at Nagpur? 

The final, played under a pleasant 
winter sun,saw the Australians bat 
first, and notch up a total of 25 3 for 

The night aky nt Edm Ganfan lights up after an 
inpressiva fimworkt display attar tbs '87 
sdnion of the World Cup canw to an end 


five, thanks again to a major 
contribution from David Boon. The 
Englishmen went about their jobs in 
the customary professional manner, 
but for a rash shot from their skipper 
Mike Gatting.But in the end the 
Aussie total proved seven runs too 
many for the English batting line up in 
spite of some inspireu hitting in the 
end from all rounder Phil DeFreitas. 

Fittingly, it was McDermott who 


In the '87 World Cup it was David Boon who 
impresaod most with the botHo had five half 
centuries to hit crodH and amassed 447 runs in 
the toumainenl 

took the la.st English wicket before 
raising his head and hands up to the 
sky in thanksgiving. The sight of Allan 
Border holding aloft the Reliance Cup 
not only symbolised his team's 
triumph, it also heralded the 
resurgence of Australian cricket, a 
trend which continues to this day. f/0 
Armdam Roychowdhury 57 
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be favourites. But then one day cricket 
is as unpredictable as the weather in 
Melbourne. Individual brilliancejuck 
and even weather can play vital roles 
in reverting the expeaed, and making 
a mockery of the form book. 

Australia struggled through the 
league stages losing four matches and 
scraping through with a one run win 
over India at Brisbane. Of course, 

India for their part didn't fare any 
better either, also losing four matches 
and with it, all hope for qualifying for 
the knockout stage. 

The team that cruised through the 



of luck in the first half 
of the tournament and 
some inspired 
performances in the 
latter half Imran Khan's 
men reigned 

W HEN Kerry Packer 
began his crusade 
against the 
establishment and set 
up his 'circus', the highpoint of which 
was the 'pyjama game', it was seen by 
the conservatives to be blasphemy. 
Nevertheless, such was the impact it 
had on cricket fans and the future of 
the game that it was ironical (and 
fitting) that when the World Cup of 
cricket came Down Under it embraced 
for the first lime all the innovations 
that World Series Cricket had 
initiatedrnight cricket,coloured 
clothes, white balls, black sight 
screens et all. 

Australia as the major hosts were on 
a roll and were the obvious choice to 

haran Khaa boldt aloft tha World Cup aflor 
Pakiotaa dolaaiad Eoglaod in tho finol.lmran 
oadod Mo criekoting caraor on a high 

58 






league stage was unexpectedly the 
other host nation New Zealand losing 
just one match thanks to some 
innovative moves by their captain 
Martin Crowe. He used an off spinner 
to open his bowling and promoted a 
hard hitting batsman to destroy the 
bowling in the first 1 5 overs of a 
match. Crowe also made the greatest 
contribution to his team with the bat 
scoring 456 '^uns (including one 
century, and ft»ur half centuries) at an 
incredible average ol 114 per innings, 
a performance which gave him three 
man - of-the-match awards and the 
man-of-the-tournament award as 
well. New Zealand ended the 
tournament with the best success rale 
of 77.77 per cent even though they 


bowed out in the semi finals. 

The other three semi finalists 
struggled to make the grade. But none 
more than Pakistan. They were 
thrashed by the West Indie's by ten 
wickets at Melbourne and were on the 
threshhold of being eliminated from 
the tournament when JRngland 
bowled them out for a paltry 74 runs. 
But then luck has uaditionally played 
a big role in World Cup fortunes. 
Imran Khan's team was saved by rain 
and the match against England had to 
be abandoned with Pakistan being 
awarded that vital one point for their 
uninspired efforts. 

Having being saved by the heavens, 
Pakistan went on a roll shtKking the 
in-form Kiwis in front of their home 


I The mmeaptams of the partici|iatina nations 
I peso with the'92 World Cup 
in front of the Sydney harbow.incidontally. 
Border and Gooch had almost dropped the 
trophy when they posed for the photographers 

crowd, and qualifying for the final at 
the MCG. However mention must lie 
made of Javed Miandad's individual 
performance of five half centuries, 
and Rameez Raja's two centuries in 
the competition. 

England and South Africa both 
played the consistent kind of game to 
clash in the other semi final;a match 
that will go down as one of the biggest 
disappointments in the history of the 
one day game. Not that it was a drab 
matchmoi by any means. It was in 
fact a closely fought game with the 
South Africans needing to make 22 
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FIFTH BENSON HEDGES WORLD CUP; 1992 . 

22itd February - 2Sth March In Auslnil^ iHld New Zealand 

Panldpadng Teams 

Australia, England, India, Pakistan, West Indies, New Zealand, Sri Lanka, South Afilca, Zimbabwe 

Champion : Pakistan 

Runners Up : England 

Two Semi Finalists : New Zealand and South Africa 


Total Performances Of Each Country 



M 

Won 

Lost 

Abnd. 

Success Percentage 

New Zealand 

9 

7 

2 

0 

77.77 

Pakistan 

10 

6 

3 

1 

65.00 

Ei^nd 

10 

6 

3 

1 

65.00 

South Africa 

9 

5 

4 

0 

55.55 

Australia 

8 

4 

4 

0 

50.00 

West Indies 

8 

4 

4 

0 

50.00 

India 

8 

2 

5 

1 

31.25 

Sri Lanka 

8 

• 2. 

5 

1 

31.25 

Zimbabwe 

8 

1 

7 

0 

12.50 


* New Zealand won the maximum number of mamfaes though they lost to Pakistan in the Semifinal 


Highest Total 

31 S/7 (49.2 overs)—Sri Lanka Vs. 2Smbabwe, Round Robin League, New Plymouth, 23.2.1992 
Lowest Total 

74 (40.2 overs)—Pakistan Vs. England, Round Robin League, Adelaide, 1.3.1992 
Highest Individual Iimings 

RameezRaja (Pakistan): 119*—Vs. New Zealand, Christchurch, 18.3.1992 
Biggest Vktories 

By 10 wideets: West Indies Vs. Pakistan, Melbourne. 23.2.1992 
By 9 wkken: South Africa Vs. Australia, Sydney, 26.2.1992 
By 128 runs: Australia Vs. Zimbabwe, Hobart, 14.3.1992 

Narrowest Viaories 

By 1 run: Australia—Against India. Brisbane, 1.3.1992 
By 9 runs: Zimbabwe—Against England, Albury, 16.3.1992 

Centuries 

119*: Rameez Raja (Pakistan)—Vs. New Zealand, League, Christchurch 
115*: Andy Flower (Zimbabwe) —Vs. Sri Lanka, League, New Plymouth 
114: Aamir Sohail (Pakisun)—Vs. Zimbabwe, League, Hobart 
110 : Phil Simmons (W.I.)—Vs. Sri Lanka, League, Berri 
102*: RameezRaja (Pakisun)—Vs. W.I., League, Melbourne 
100*: Martin Crowe (New Zealand)—Vs. Ausualia, League, Auckland 
1 (X): David Boon (Australia)—Vs. New Zealand, League, Auckland 
100 ; David Boon (Australia)—Vs. West Indies, League, Melbourne 

Most Number Of Half Centuries 

Javed Miandad (Pakistan)—Five: 57*. 89. 57,57*, 58 


Top B stswa n in Tka C eegt atltins 


Batsman 

Country 

M 

Inns 

NO 

Runs 

Avge 

Hs 

100 

50 

Martin Crowe 

New Zealand 

9 

9 

5 

456 

114.00 

100 * 

1 

4 

Javed Miandad 

Pakisun 

9 

9 

2 

437 

62.42 

89 

0 

5 

Peter Kirsten 

South Africa 

8 

8 

2 

410 

68.33 

90 

0 

4 

David Boon 

Australia 

8 

8 

1 

368 

52.57 

100 

2 

0 

RameezRaja 

Pakisun 

8 

8 

2 

349 

58.16 

119* 

2 

0 


* Javed Miandad became the highest run-getter in ail World Cup competitions. 
Best Bowling: 

Meyrick Pringle (South Africa) - 4 for 11 Vs W.I. League, Christchurch. 5.3.1992. 
Most Econoinleal Spell: 

Derek Pringle (England: 8.2-S-8-3. against Pakistan, Adelaid, 1.3.1992 
Most EjqH^lve Bowling: 

lanButduit (Zimbabwe): 4-0-53-1. against New Zealand. Napier, 3.3.1992 
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WORIDCUF 
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Bowfar 

Country 

M 

Oven 

Mdns 

Runs 

Widtets 


BB 

4W 

Wasim Akram 

Pakistan 

10 

89.4 

2 

338 

is 

18.77 

4/32 

1 

Mustaq Ahmed 

Paklsun 

9 

78 

3 

311 

16 

19.43 

3/41 

« 

Ian Botham 

England 

10 

89 

9 

306 

16 

19.12 

4/31 

1 

Chris Harris 

New Zeaiand 

9 

72.1 

4 

342 

16 

21.37 

3/15 

-r— 

Eddo Brandes 

Zimbabwe 

8 

70.1 

7 

355 

14 

25.35 

4/21 

-a-.- 

Allan Donald 

South Africa 

9 

78 

5 ■ 

329 

13 

25,30 

3/34 

— 

ManoJ Prabhakar 

bidia 

8 

57.1 

5 

245 

12 

20.41 

3/41 

— 

Anderson Cummins 

West Indies 

6 

59 

1 

246 

12 

20.50 

4/33 

1 

WtlUe Watson 

New Zeaiand 

8 

79 

II 

30! 

12 

25.08 

3/37 

_ 


Man Of Itie Matdies 

Fiist Match: Australia Vs New Zealand—Manin Crowe (New Zealand) 

Second Match: England Vs India —Ian Botham (England) 

Third Match: Sri Lanka Vs Zimbabwe—Andy Flower (Zimbabwe) 

Fourth Match: West Indies Vs Pakisun—Brian Lara (West Indies) 

Fihh Match: New Zealand Vs Sri Lanka—Ken Rutherford (New Zeaiand) 

Sixth Match: Australia Vs South Africa—Kepler Wcssels (South Africa) 

Seventh Match: Pakistan Vs Zimbabwe—Aamir Sohaii (Pakistan) 

Eighth Match: England Vs West Indies—Chris Lewis (England) 

Ninth Match; India Vs Sri Lanka—Match Abandoned 

Tenth Match: South Africa Vs New Zealand—Mark Greatbatch (NZ) 

11th Match: West Indies Vs Zimbabwe—Brian Lara (West Indies) 

12th Match: India Vs Australia—Dean Jones (Australia) 

I Mh Match: England Vs Pakistan—Match Abandoned 
14th Match: South Africa Vs Sri Lanka—^Atjuna Ranaiunga (Sri Lanka) 

1 Sth Match; New Zealand Vs Zimbabwe—Martin Crowe (NZ) 

16th Match; India Vs Pakistan—^Sachin Tendulkar (India) 

17th Match: West Indies Vs South Africa—^Meyrick Pringle (S.A.) 

18th Match: England Vs Australia—Ian Botham (England) 

19th Match; India Vs Zimbabwe—Sachin Tendulkar (India) 

20th Match: Australia Vs Sri Lanka—Tom Moody (Australia) 

21st Match; West Indies Vs New Zealand—^Martin Crowe (NZ) 

22nd Match: South Africa Vs Pakistan—Andrew Hudson (SA) 

23rd Match; England Vs Sri Lanka—Chris Lewis (England) 

24th Match: India Vs West Indies—Anderson Cummins (W.I.) 

25ih Match: South Africa Vs Zimbabwe—Peter Kirsten (South Africa) 

26th Match: Australia Vs Pakistan—^Aamir Sohall (Paklsian)x 
27lh Match: India Vs New Zealand—Mark Greatbatch (NZ) 

28tii Match: England Vs South Africa—Alec Stewart (England) 

29th Match: West Indies Vs Sri Lanka—Phil Simmons (W.I.) 

30th Match; Australia Vs Zimbabwe—-Steve Waugh (Australia) 

31 St Match: England Vs New Zealand—^Andrew Jones (N.Z' 

32nd Match; India Vs South Africa—Peter Kirsten (S.A.) 

33rd Match: Pakistan Vs Sri Lanka—Jave'* baandad (Pakistan) 

34th Match: Pakistan Vs New Zealand—Mustaq Ahmed (Pakistan) 

35th Match: England Vs Zimbabwe—Eddo Brandes (Zimbabwe) 

J 6 th Match; Australia Vs West Indies—^David Boon (Australia) 

37th Match; (Semi Pinal) Pakistan Vs New Zealand-^nzamam-UI-Haq (Pakistan) 
38th Match (Semi Final) En^and Vs South Africa—Graeme Hick (England) 

39th Match (Final) Pakistan Vs England—Wasim Akram (Pakistan) 

Hiflint FwtaanMp Far Eoeli WickM 


Wicket 

Runs 

Partners 

Team Opponent 

Match 

Venue 

First 

175* 

Haynes and Lara 

W.I. Pakistan 

League 

Melbourne 

Second 

127 

Azhar and Tendulkar 

India New Zeaiand 

League 

Dunedin 

Third 

145 

Sohaii and Miandad 

Pakisian Zimbabwe 

League 

Hobart 

Fourth 

118 

Martin Crowe and Rutherford 

N.Z. Australia 

League 

Auckland 

Fifth 

145* 

Andy Flower and Waller 

Zimbabw^Sri Lanka 

League 

New Plymouth 

Sixth 

79 

Waller and Buichan 

e Pakistan 

League 

Hoban 

Seventh 

46 

Logie and Ambrose 

ZittbabW'S. Afdca 

League 

Christchurch 

Eighth 

33 

Labrooy and Ramanayake 

e England 

League 

Ballarat 

Ninth 

44 

Larsen and Morrison 

W.I. Pakistan 

League 

Christchurch 

Tenth 

28* 

Kalpage and Wlkreamasinghe 

Sri Lanka W.I. 

N.Z. 

Sri Lanka 

League 

Berri . 


COMPILED BY: HARIPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 








runs in seven balls. As luck would 
have ii, the heavens parted again and 
play was held up for a brief while. The 
giant electronic scoreboard at the SCG 
announced the new equation as per 
the rain-rules for the tournament. 

The crowd (apart from the England 
supporters obviously) were stunned 
into silence. South Africa needed an 
impossible 22 runs off one delivery 
through no fault of their own. 

England had entered their third 
World Cup final. 

In the final at the grand MCG there 
was no stopping Pakistan. Inspired 
and overflowing with confidence, 
they knocked u)) 249 runs when they 
batted first. England chased under 

The majectic SCG lit up for 
the 'S2 eemifiiial 


lights and inched their way to the 
Mctory target. But somewhere in the 
middle, it all went wrong again it>r 
England with Wasim Akram turning 
on his magic. The opening bowler 
ended the tournament with a record 
18 wickeisand it was ironical that he 
took the last wicket of the 
toiirnainent England had lost a third 
World Cup final, and despite being the 
onl\ team to have made it to the 
knoi kotit stage ol each and ever> 
World Cup were siiM to be crowned 
world i ha inpions. 

Pakistan, having been wnteri oil 
were world < hampions and Irnran 
Khan had capped his career with a fine 
victory.^ 

Arinaam Roychowdnurv ^ 







Watch the match on 
Not the bulb. 









W HILE writing an article 
for an Australian 
newspaper recently on 
the reaction on the sub 
continent to a possible Australian 
withdrawal from the World Cup. one 
was tempted to comment that the 
Aussie cricketers were behaving true 
to the 'yellow' they wear for one day 
cricket. One resisted though, since it 
wouldn't have been proper 
etiquette. especially since the art icie 
was by special request from a 
well-known Australian journalist and 
for a newspaper of high repute. 

But it got one thinking. Why do 
sporting teams from different 
countries play in the fixed colours 
they always tend to play in? Oi, more 
precisely .why do international cricket 
teams wear the colours they do? 

Ironically, the logo of the Wills 
World Cup features the twelve 
colours of the twelve participating 


teams in the rainbow band formed by 
the wave of the batsman's bat. 

Why do the Aussie cricketers wear 
yellow anyway? Because all 
Australian sporting teams wear 
yellow, that's why ! Not good enough. 
The truth lies in the fact that the 
official Australian crest which 
features the kangaroo (equivalent to 
India's chakra) is in green and gold. 
The yellow is that gold and that's why 
the Aussies wear green blazers. 
Afterall, yellow blazers wouldn't look 
too sober on a cricket field, though 
some Australian Olympic contingents 
are known to have marched in yellow 
blazers. 

There is no secret why Pakistan play 
in green. Most Islamic countries do 
play in green, though the Pakistan 
< ticket green is a shade or two lighter 
than the official green of Islam. That's 
because the South Africans have been 
allotted bottle green, a colour which 
dominates their national flag. 

Blue of course is the most widely 
u.sed colour for international cricket 
teams. England, India and Sri Lanka 

Ragarded as ana of tha bast fighting taams on 
fiaid, it is ironical that Ausfralians waar 
yallow in one day cricket 


all wear different shades of it. While 
one can understand the blue in 
England (the Union Jack and Oxford 
Blue and all that sort of thing,though 
the pale blue the England cricket team 
wear is far from the Oxford variety)) 
why do the two other teams wear 
blue? Does India's blue have anything 
to do with the faa that the Ashoka 
Chakra on the tri- colour is in blue? 

Can anybody clarify why Indian 
sporting teams wear blue? The Indian 
hockey team even wore an 
outrageous blue and pink mixture at a 
recent tournament. 

Among the other World Cup 
participants, why liothe 
Zimbabweans wear that shocking 
red.’ Maybe as latecomers to the 
iiueriiatioiial game, red was tiie only 
colour that could be allotted to them 
anyway. 

The West Indies have always been 
associated with maroon and that has 
been the colour blazers their 
cricketers have worn down the years. 
Maroon in fact is the predominant 
colour in their logo since being a 
conglomerate ol countries they don't 
possess a united (lag. 

The New Zealanders, of course, 
have always been associated with 
black, colour made world lanious b> 
their rugby team 

It will be interesting to sec orange 
featuring on the cricket field courtesy 
the Dutch team, at the Wills World 
Ciq>. The orange caps they wear with 
their cricketing outfits look otit ol 
place, but a fully orange outfit might 
just be a topper. Of course the colour 
orange is always associated with 
sporting teams from the Netherlands 
and not because the fruit grows in any 
great abundance there. The reason is 
that the Dutch for many years into 
their history were ruled by the royal 
House Of Orange, Just as the House Of 
Windsor are now in charge of Britain. 

Well, all we can say is that one paint 
company will go to town (paint the 
town red, orange, maroon and what 
have you!) during the World Cup. 
Remember, whenever you sec colour, 
think of the World Cup. 

Andy O'Brien 







A trip to Sharjah as Sachin’s guest. 


(And to think all you expected from a Philips TV 
was the best viewing of world cricket.) 




BUMPER 

FIRST PRIZE < 

FlUEE return air tickets inj ' 
Stay for two at Sharjah as ^ 
Sachin Tendulkar’s fuett. ' 
Plus two tickets to the final ^ 
of (he Sharjah Cup. ^ 
25 SECOND PRIZES | 
Philips Monster Micro 
Audio Systems 
SO THIRD PRIZES 
Philips CD Two-in-Ones 
100 EARLY BIRD PRIZES 
Philips T-shirts 


It's true. Philips TV gives you a taste of Sachin Tendulkar's 
hospitality for two days. You (and a person of your choice) 
could dine with him anywhere at Sharjah and even be there 
at the stadium to watch the final of the Sharjah Cup. 

Sounds great? This absolutely fabulous Philips Cricket 
Bonanza Offer has more in store To be the lucky winner 
of a host of exciting prizes, all you have to do is walk into 
any electronics showroom selling Philips TVs. P'ck up an 
entry form, fill in the details and mail it to u‘. before 
March 15. Hurry' Grab an entry form before it's too late. 
And if you do miss out, you could still get to Sharjah to 
catch the most pulsating moments of vv-irld cricket Just 
tune into a Philips T\'. 


PHILIPS 


tune into a milips l v. (HiihvtrM.idaTl.W \ 

RULES a REGULATIONS : The icheme is operational from February S to March IS, 1996 e The mailing address will be provided on the form « Winners will 
he informed by post e Last date for early biid entries is February IS • The scheme is open to all Indian citixens residing in India, except employees of Philips, 
Ogiivy a Mather Advertising, Euro RSCG and their relatives • All entries must be legible and complete. Incomplete form, will be liable to rejection • All 
entries will be judged on the basis of correct answers to the questions. The slogan will be a tie breaker e All entries will be judged by an indepmdent panel 
of judges. In all matters of interpretation, clarification and implementation, the verdict of Philips India shall be final a Philips shall be entitled to all rights of 
publicity and commercial use/exploitation of the entries. No correspondence regarding this will be entertained • Prixes are not convertible to cash a Last date 
for receipt of all entries is March IS. 







PHILIPS TV. 

When you need to see the ball better. 




Powarvision 25GX IBSI 


It takes time. Even for a batsman like Sachin 
Tendulkar to set his eyes on the ball. But no matter 
how well he sees the ball on the field, at home you 
can count on seeing it better. On a Philips TV. 
Picture quality so good, your eyes are set on the 
ball from the very start. And if the impressive 
performance of this allrounder doesn't bowl you 
out, take a look at its advanced features - the 70 
cable ready channels and SMART Controls. 

PhlUps TV. After all, if you'll be spending a lot of time 
watching cricket, the least we can do is give you 
viewing that's as good as beit^ there on the field. 
Some might say betur. 


PHILIPS 


(iqilvvfr.VIniliiT 1335 A 
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TOUGH TIMES 
AHEAD! 


T ^HE Australians were everybody's favourites and 

definitely looked the most organised side, well at least till 
all the controversy over the security began. Prior to that, 
their only problem seemed to be the low bounce they 
would encounter on the sub-continental mckets. Things changed, 
of course, and maybe the A ustralians ended up putting the 
pressure on themselves fora change. 

The same could, perhaps, be said of the West Indies who put 
themselves on the backio€^^^^llligJ.ara controversy. I have 


often been asked recen 
handled? Should 
mere mortals?! 

Remember,s 
mere mortals 
I'm not, by^ 
with mu. 
have got 
batting in 


\pentmalikeLara ought to be 
[eddifiem^y from the so-called 

t^^on't bP^ave in the fashion 
^^r^ot built the same way. 
iat^^y be allowed to get away 
e coii^med. But definitely you 
iar, for instance, opens the 
^ Jbecause he wants to. We are 

rkdiiiaryplayer. Right? 
e idSea of having your best batsman right 
te from the start. But what vhorries one more 


obliged bee, 

Not that I a 
in front of the fin 
is the balance of the t^^m.For instance,! would surf ly have given 
NarenderHirwania thought.But, in one-day^ickft, you have to 
consider to what extent someone's inclusion ^ th^ team will 


^adfielder, so the 

IW 


weaken the batting and fielding. But he isn't j 
balance wouldn't have been affected. ' 

In my time, for instance, wf couldn 't have tbea^shen Bedis, so 
Padmakar Shivalkar sat out. We already have Kumble, so the 
situation is something like that, though it is unfortunate because 
Hirwani had been bowling well. 

But what one also fails to understand is why Navjot Singh Sidhu 
is, at times, made to feel rather unwanted in the team. He's not low 
on my priority list, you can be sure about that, though the 
impression has been gained that be has got a pretty raw deal of late. 
He's been a performer and the fact that he has the highest one-day 
batting average among all our players is proof enough. 
Underestimated but overworked, he may Just be the key to India's, 
success in this World Cup. 



KHAN PATA UDI pens a few 
random observations as the 
World Cup gets underway 







"My Aggressii 
Is Within Me" 



\- hey say he lets his bowling do all the 

talking.But Anil Kumble spoke on a range of 
topics: from the fine art of leg-spin to what makes 
him tick as a person 


SPORTSWORLD:The 
the World 


mascot for 

i lee. In a 

nners in 
'hat is your 


niplimcnu 

laboiit^P 

fcicalljlpjsv' 


pp^si co^p^. 
liedone quitt^lj 


‘dtoiiay&fq 


S Mn concern 


job is to get a&many wickets as 
possible. , 

Ba^jMpy^hal's ^ idea. But i 1 you 
npriormally it would 
■r. But 1 
I the spin I 
(ination but 
the number 

■ that matters. 

e key and 
ve tried to be 

hope that I 


^as I a^i 
^sellJBo' 
ineretbre^I; 
f to the *■ “' 


C«ltaslcal|£H||Ntr‘looking4M^^ 
yourself aj|pK«ibowler 
operating undM'a brief aii ^p ho's 


Is a coincidence, or 

‘jdid t^pwiVicance of it strike 

It may l^hfouieidence but yes, it did 
strike nie^ 

But doesn't it make you feel that 
leg spinnettfb^nce an endangered 





Anil Kumbla's moment of reckoning may 
he«e errived 

species, have arrived? 

Yes, it is a genuine complimenl to leg 
spinners. And we hope ihat all three 
of us have a good tournament. 


You were saying that fast bowling 
and one-day cricket are 
tailor-made for each other. But 
statistically leg spinners are no 
push overs. In fact, they are 
turning out to be strike bowlers. 

I think that is true but leg spin is a very 
attacking form of bowling. You gel 
wickets, but you also get hit. You can 
never be a defensive leg spin bowler 
even if you'play a one-day game. The 
captain of the fielding side always 
prefers to attack and a leg spinner is 
suited for this kind of ploy. Fveryone 
expects the leg spinner to get wickets, 
but he may also give away a lot ol 
runs. That's the main thing; all leg 
spinners need to do a lot of attacking. 
So 1 think that to be consistent while 
you're attacking can be a little 
difficult, but it is important. 

Would you agree that a leg 
spinners hallmark is his 
unpredictability? 

Batsmen do find it difficult to ligure us 
out. Thai's probably because not 
many batsmen have played leg spin 
bowling on a regular sort of basis. 
Maybe that's one of the reasons. More 
importantly.if you take bowling as an 
art then leg spin is a discipline which 
has the most number »)f variations. It 
is also possible to implement and 
improvise on those variations unlike 
other forms of bowling or even spin 
bowling. An off spinner has an off spin 
or a straight leg-cutter. A leg spinner 
on the other hand, has a top spinner, 
flipper, googlee and what not. I think 
that all these variations make leg spin 



bowling that much more intriguing 
for the batsmen to enctiunter. 

But the amount of bowling that 
you guys are doing nowadays, do 
you agree that at some point of 


7 




Ona of liiMa ran aioaiaals whoa Kuaibla 
puitonaBaawface 

time a leg spinner may fall victim 
to exposure? 

Not really. But the bowler has to 
change his style. A bowler like Wame 
does not need to worry so much as he 
spins the ball a lot; he can get away 
with his flight. But a bowler like me 
needs to change the pace of the ball a 
lot, which is why I bowl a lot quicker 
in one-day games than in Tests. It's 
very difficult for me to flight the bail in 
one-day games. 

One-day cricket can be particularly 
damaging to spin bowiers because a 
bowler gets only 10 overs and this 
quota is bowled over two to three 
spells.Over the last one-and-a half 
years.l have been bowling over three 
spells. I think that if you're playing 
one-day cricket over a sufficient 
length of time without playing Test 
cricket, it lould hamper your howling. 

Taking nothing away from Shane 
Warne don't you think that he 
might be a bit mortal while 
playing against teams from the 
sub-continent? 

It can be a little dillicult for a spin 
bowler from overseas to play Pakistan, 
India and Sri Lanka and that too at 
home. The otfier reason is from what 
I've heard—though 1 haven't played 
there — but in Australia you have big 
boundaries and that can be good news 
for a spinner. It is difficult lor a 
batsman to really get after a spinner. 

He can get away with two's and 
three's. But if the same shot is played 
in India, the chances for a boundary 
are quite imminent. Our boundaries 
are comparatively smaller and if the 
ball goes out for a six then the mental 
attitude of both the batsman and the 
bowler can change. 

And in Australia there is also the 
bounce factor. Bouncy wickets are not 
easily available in the sub-continent, 
Pakistan or Sri Lanka. The bounce 
could be one of the reasons why it is so 
difficult to get after Shane Warne. 








With eaiitain Azhaniddin:Tha ■kf^Mr's 
ixpactatiom from Kumblo ara «oiy hi|h 

So Australia would probably be 
the best place for you to bowl. 

1 don't know. Yes, I would love to 
bowl there, because I've never really 
played there. It would be posssible to 
experiment in Australia too. As I said, 
the boundaries there are quite big. It's 
difficult to do that in India. When 
playing in India, you know that all the 
boundaries are small, so you cannot 
really change your approach to start 
experimenting. You can bowl a bit 
slower or flight the ball in Australia. 
But in India, even a mishit can go for a 
six and this can alter the course of a 
match. Moreover, these situations can 
be detrimental to a bowler's 
confidence. 

You've said it before: 'I don't spin 
the ball'. Do you still maintain 
that? 

I didn't say that I don't spin the ball. 
The truth is that 1 don't spin the ball a 
lot. I do spin the ball and I think that to 
spin the ball, you just need to do it for 
those three to four inches that are 
needed to beat the bat or get a nick. 1 
mean there is no point in bowling six 
balls in an over where every delivery 
(.oines in from outside the leg-stump 


aiid goes^^^ 


^^i;gethi^o^ 

^SStijl&rshcU 


of stuff 
^oat laterv. 
m batsman 
tt the citteifa. 
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bowl a 

but 1 also bowl oii4th0t spins and 
that's where a batsj^^n can mistime a 
shot. 

..J 

Have yoiTpeTsbnaliy evaluated 


the techniques of Warne and 
~ ushtaq Ahmed ? Is there 
Hiythlng to learn by watching 
^m? 

Ytl.I have.As I said before both Warne 
ata Mushtaq are totally different in 
^plroach.They are great bowlers and 
brfh of them have proven credentials. 
T^fe,amount of spin that Warne can 
^ne^ate is really amazing and on any 
^ind wicket. Not many bowlers 
^ve tibat talent, 
f As for me. I've always bowled 
viithin my limitations and I know 
wfitet my limitations arc. So I Just like 
tdstick to that. But 1 too am working 
on a lot of things. 

Am^Y surprise Items for the 


World Cup 7 

Yes, maybe. And 1 might use it in the 
World Cup. It needs a lot of 
confidence to use these tricks and this 
is more relevant to the one-day 
game because, as I said earlier one ball 
can change the game. But hopefully I 
may be confident enough to do that in 
a couple of matches. Let's see how it 
goes. 

You see, basically bowling is all 
about trying to confuse the batsman. 
Whatever you bowl, you need to 
confuse the batsman, and make him 
think. If he can read you, if your 
bowling becomes monotonous, then 
the batsman can pre-plan all his shots. 
Bowling is more of a thinking game. 
You have to outwit the batsman first. 






Make it difficult for him to read you. 
That's the thought you need to put in 
his mind. 

Are you a very analytical person 7 

Initially, you need to have a mental 
program. Specially as a bowler. You 
just can't come out and start bowling 
one delivery after another. You have 
to analyse a batsman according to the 
state of the wicket and the way he . 
plays. 

But that's one of the negative 
aspects of one-day cricket: you don't 
get the time to analyse. But yes,I feel 
that I am an analytical person. I'd like 
to bowl according to the situations. 

Is it the engineer in you 7 

I don't really know. It's just that you 
need to study whafline to bowl,how 
much turn to put in and what amount 
of pace is suitable. Sometimes you go 
wrong.sometimes you go right, but 
hitting the right formula will probably 
come through experience. 

You somehow come across as a 
very balanced sort of person. Not 
very emotive. 

I'm not a very aggressive cricketer or 
person. But that's because 1 feel that 
aggressiveness comes from within. A 
lot of people may misunderstand me, 
saying that 'you are very mild', that's 
all fine. Everyone's aggressive on the 
field. But my aggression is within me. 
There's no point in just showing off, 
asking the batsman to 'bugger off', or 
making gestures at the batsman. 
Maybe it's being aggressive in one 
kind of a wav, but that's not my kind 
of way. I feel that I'm aggressive. I 
started playing cricket as a medium 
pacer. So I still have a last bowler's 
instinas, and sometimes I may even 
illustrate them, it could also be the 
reason why I'm the 'lastest' spinner in 
the world—that's aggression. I feel 
I'm aggressive. I know I'm aggressive. 

Does Anil Kumble, the team's 

Pariiapt KumMe's graatsst atsat is hit calm 
under pressure 
10 
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strike bowler, feel the pressure 
from time to time ? It is the 
'in-thlng' for pro-sportsmen to 
say that they never felt the 
pressure. How do you see it ? 

There is pressure, yes. Before any 
game, any match. You can only hope 
and feel that everything goes well for 
you and the team. That kind of 
general tension is there for all players. 
And I think that it's a good thing, 
because if you don 't have pressure 
then you tend to relax a lot. 1 know 
that you periorm your best when 
you're relaxed but 1 think that if you 
don't have all these pressures, then it's 
difficult for you to find motivation. 

There should be some challenges to 
look forward to and fight against. And 
without pressure, a sense of over- 
confidence may creep in. You need to 
take each game seriously. You can t 
walk into a match finding solace in the 
lact that you took five wickets in the 
previous game, so you're equipped to 
handle everything. That's why all 
these pressure are there lor, to make 
you realise your limitations and 
influence you to improve. 

Butterflies in the stomach and all 
that. 

No, not really. 1 sleep well before the 
match. 1 don't get jittery. There is 
pressure, it exists in a sub-conscious 
sort of way. I don't feel it, but I know 
that r need to deliver the goods. 
Bveryone goes through that. 

Have you come to terms with the 
fact that people are expecting a 
little too much out of you. Do you 
think it's unfair. But the millions 
of fans probably owe it to 
themselves. 

It's a good thing that people have the 
confidence in me. It's a good 
fecling.But one must know that it's 
the fans who bring you up there and 
it's the fans who bring you down. 
Fame works both ways The essential 
thing is that I should be satisfied with 
what I'm doing. 

I know if I have bowled well or 
badly. There are days when you bowl 








With K^iil OeKKiffliMe it capable of batting 
under crunch cHuations 





well and don't get wickets. There are 
also days when you b(^ badly and 
end up getting five wickets. We are 
governed from time to time by funny 
laws but as long as the good days and 
the bad days form a kind of balance... 
as long as you know that yttu're 
putting in the effort. 

If you look at the average over a 
period of ten games that's when you 
see how consistent you are. You bowl 
very well in one game, you may even 
give away 40 runs but you realise that 
you could have got at least lour 
wickets and then another day you 
give away 25 runs in your 10 overs, 
you know that you deserve to be 

thrashed but you end up getting tour 
wicketiiiSSoas long as this sort ol thing 
balance#itself (»ut, it's okay. The 
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efltjris are ll 
important. 


S^'ttnd that's what is 


kind of |Mi^on is Anil 

■ to be ailtSl^.,1 don't like to be 
1. Idoi|ij||t|ca»cople to make 


be 1 don't like to be 

recognised in India. Than^^^mly 

everyone in this world is taliinted in , 
some sort of way and everyone is 
trying. But if you're talented and 
you're determined you can achieve 


I 


whatever you want and people do 
that. But these things arc a little more 
magnified in sportsmen, perhaps 
because they are always in the 
limelight. 

A lot of cricketers say that they 
'live, breathe and die cricket'. 
Sounds a bit pseudo. Is it the same 
with you ? 

Cricket has given everything to me. It 
has given me a life, a social standing, 
the comforts. You get to meet a lot of 
people and move around llie country 
and different nations. You are 
recognised. You are respec ted. 

But you wouldn't have been 
struggling if you didn't play 
cricket. You are a qualified 
engineer. 

I think when I started my engineering 
course, 1 concentrated only for the 
first year. By the second year 
engineering took a hack seat to 
cricket. However, I still managed to 
finish m\ studies Maybe il it was not 
cricket, I woiiiil have putsued 
engineering hut 1 don't iluiik 1 wmiid 
have been lecognised and respected 
so much and I can only thank cru kei 
for that. Sometimes we don't adnevc 
things just by our clloris alone there 
area lot of variables that mliiieiite 
your riserlike the suppoi I piovided to 
you by other people. 

So are you ready to win the Cup 
for India? 

I'd liketo.I'd likeiogei a lot of 
wickets.I eoiisianily keep thinking 
that this is my first World Cup and I 
want it to be a really mernorahle 
one.flopelully,! would like to play in 
the final of this World Cup.l'd like to 
be a part ol each and every game tliat 
India plays.I'd like to make significant 
icontributions of any sori.l know that 
11 give my best.l am confident tfiat I 
bn try and make a difference.I'm 
ady loraction.iBi 
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Keeping 
The Fait 


^hree 

of India's most successful 
wicketkeepers talk 
about the World Cup 


T he 

World Cup has well and 
truly begun. The , . y.' 

announcements (iMmJ ; ' 
teams by the participating niKii|ns.^. 
raised aspirations for the eifp^edl: ^ 
level of cricket in the mon^ltwig ; 
bonanza. A mega event ' 

magnitude evokes a sensjjBij ^^ '^'' 
euphoria, which lingcri^^mwjlli^ 
the event has come tti a 
Remembering the by-gon^li^ t^tllf 
previous World Cups, SywjKirnyutfi:- 
and Sadanand , Vjr';' 

Vishwanath—^wicketkeepers jd' ^ 

excellence—sum up their 
thoughts,which were as C(^t^H|H|ik ' 
as their life styles, both on 
field. While Kirmani wears a hfeMiwte 
with a Fu Manchu moustache, 
Sadanand sports a small ponytail apd 
a beard. Undoubtedly, 1983 is sUH 
remembered as the heady yeafof , 
Indian cricket when Kapil's 
landed the final punch to knock ptit 
the mighty West Indians ftt>^|heir 




high pedestal. 

The quintessence of Indian cricket 
came to the fore in the aunch 
encounter against Zimbabwe at 
Tunbridge Wells with Kapil's 
magnificent 175 not out, when India 
were at a precarious 17 for five, 
pulverising Zimbabwe into 
submission and set up the tone for an 
Indian World Cup triumph. Recalling 
that moment of nostalgia, Kirmani 
reminiscences, "I joined Kapil at the 
crease intent on giving him maximum 
support. Kapil exhibited one of his 
bfcst innings of sheer power and 
‘ ’ tinting. Whichever ball Kapil hit went 
^'i Saf<a ft»ur or a six. The Indian team's 
el, witnate viaory is owed to a 
ct^bination of factors such as the 
; d^amism of Kapil Dev, the morale 
boosting victory against the West 
Indiai^t^t Old Trafford in the opener, 
strj^&t^i^eting the opposition, and of 
0 !|ll|i^ck which alsojplaycd its role." 
that the presi^t squad has 
[. the (Ktj^ntials and the potential to 
' brinjplck that nostalgia and the Cup, 

P lihf feels that the lack of match 
tice (which has drawn a lot of flak 
hype) can turn out to be 



fndia'f^ii^t^M^ard. "While the other 
teartt^yi^^en playing a lot of 
cjiqkl^K|llf^cparation for the World 
C|^; ly^dians have taken a long 
bnfy^fi^r their home scries against 
Nftlr^Miand. The long rest will revive 
aM^lresh the energies of the Indian 
^^^ters to bounce into the final and 
win the World Cup. However, the 


;: ..vSsssSBsass’-* 

Indians will have to improve iheir 
ground fielding, which is their only 
weak link. This is a grass root pioblem 
as youngsters in India are initiated 
into the game on pebbly grounds and 
their diving instinci is naturally 
curbed. In foreign countries, cricket at 
all stages is played on lush green 
outfields and even a tiny toddler dives 
without fear ol peeling his skin or 
injury." 

Speaking in a tone of cautious 
riptimism, Kirmani predicts Australia, 

Sri Lanka and South Africa as the 
other contenders for the semi-finals. 

"An aura of invincibility pervades the 
Australians under Mark Taylor, wht) 
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perhaps is the best captain among the 
present teams. The progress of the Sri 
Lankans especially in Pakistan has 
been phenomenal and their 
performance has become the talk of 
the cricketing world. Dave Whatmorc 
has transformed the West Indies side 
in a short span of time on the solid 
foundation laid by tiie legendary Sir 
Garfield Solters, the islander’s first 
cricket manager. The South Africans 
have some good players in Donald. 
Kirsten. Cronje and Rhodes, who on a 








Widefcarfiiw tuning the NaMing etpactsofthe 
Indian tnnm.Finlding la ana araa whara tha 
Indiana cnuM caitalnly da with aama 
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^—^ys former 
wicketkeeper 
KIRANMOREin 4 


ew where he 
about 
hi^(pcperiences in the 
primus World Ct^ 


il'"'' 


Kinn More is one of the best 
: wicket-keepers that India had 
produced. Behind the stumps he 
,, j was very agile and reliable. In 
]\-Mlsct, to have seen Kiran More 
Mfheep wickets was indeed quite a 
sflgbi. As a batsman too. More has 
I .^yed a number of good innings 
7: when theindian team wasina 
. crisis. He was India’s 
wicket-keeper in the last two 
: World Cups. In this exclusive 
Interview with SpoTtswotld, he 
spoke about those previous 
i tournaments, and India's 

chances in this edition of the ; 
Wortdfup. 

«;^Cil^HiirSWORLD: You had 
World Cups, one 
'^^^HnHi|l#nd the second one in 
v jpU^ lliand New Zealand. 

impressions 




two World Cups 7 
g^R By w ur MOREdt was really a 
period. To play in the 

was luckylto 
iP^mbuntry twice, 
mce wiaHil to the last four, 
«iid in 1 TM^mhiled to repeat 




pobr. Really, its«Kft#piiitlosstous. 

What went wnmg in If^r 
when ev^rj^ody exp^mlfi,-, 
imUa to win the seml7^^‘ 
agaipaMBni^nd at Botflijiii^ 
Beforeihat match, everytt^ng 
was saShiSfo smoothly that we 
really'di&Mght we would be clear 
winneit^m that's where we 
went Calculations went 
hayw^i^fl Dev played that 
shM<raKl«verythii!^ went out of 
ordeti We started losing wickets 
and got all out. Kapil Dev just 
WHtimed t^t shot^pt he sho^ 
hardly be iMhted beouse tha^^ 
the way Ka^ Dev plays his sh^ 

and whenever he tried tg play H 
defensively he would bp)ut 
cheaply, so we also used lo tell 
him, "Paaji, you just play ywir 
shots*. And certainly, if he l^pt 
playing that he ,,, 

Kai^l Dev. He p^^d his 
that way and that's the reasdiiljt'' ^ 
whjime was a top bdwler and one 
of thd best aliroimders in the 
world. 

In the Reliance Cupr.f) 0 u 
played one gem of a^|ttR|iati^ 
in the company of IU|^|l|^N|!i!r *i 
against New Zealani^ffi^^|^M)l(._ 
remember that knddPwlini- 
you made 42 runs in Just 28 


ii^^|i^i^;cnjoyedthat m 




twos, but 


oundarles: It wa!ll|||Kat feeling 
^ id was all the morilpemorable 
^'^cause Kapil Dev tyas my 
dBM^er. 

j|ifAustralia aSlNew 
Zealand, ImttHBte't perform 
to their fci^.|iiw|Hl and 
tMddrag intopMHmation 
that India wss^Australla for 
nearly three mdnths, was the 
Indian team tired mentally 
and physically? 

1 don't think so. In fa0. it was like 
an extra advantage as we got 
familiar with the grounds, the 
atmosphtnh.the conditions, 
light, whitmans and many other 
things. So to be in Australia for so 
long before the World Cup was a 
help and not a hindrance. 

Odicket lovers still remember 
that famo m^ jumping 
episode^Mpdving you and 
Miandali|M adjudicator of 
d||ie match sSvld Qower was 
ei^n thinking of giving the 
Ailai of the Match award to 
w^What exactly happened 
',|^HM|||e in the middle? 
ii^ ^ M|pia-Pakistan 
eiii^unii& the situation was 
bound t6m|tense. At that point 
of time evllpildng was at a 
feverish pitch, and both the 
teams were under tremendous 
pressure, and in the heat ^ 
moment I said somethm|i||i. 
Javed; he said somethtHpU^e, I 
jumped, he4mltated|^ut I 
think uMi^res andAzhar 
handled the situation very well. I 


lifMomcdhsdbusaiifri^ 
increased, then h^ jst 
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t to Srinath and we won the 
hiatch. 


The World Cup also saw one 
of the most Incredible pieceof 
^ fielding from you. Do you 
cquisider the run out of 
i Martin Crowe by you as one of 

the best five dismissals? 

I think; that dismissal was one of 
the best highlights of my 
cricketing career. Actually Crowe 
just pushed the ball on the 
off-side and wantedtto take a 
single. Since there was no close in 
fielders 1 had to go there but 1 
knew that Martin was out of 
the crease and when 1 picked up 
the ball 1 couldn't see any stumps 
but I throw the ball 1 couldn't see 
any stumps but I threw the ball at 
the stumps and hit it and Crowe 
was run-out. Yes. I'm definitely 
going to remember that piece of 
fielding furlong. 


How would you rate India's 
chances in the coming World 
Cup? 

India has gut a wonderful 
balanced side. It is a good mixture 
of youngsters and seniors.But 1 
must say. it depends on the 
batting and if it clicks than 
nobody can stop us. If Sachin, 
Vinod, Navjot, Azhar and Sanjay 
dick, definitely, we have 
labulous opfHirtunity to win the 
World Cup. If you look at the past 
whenever India did well with the 
willow, they have won t^e game. 


What about the bowlUig and I 
^fourse fielding? ^ 
f ilillfehowling and fielding Iso 
ihduid be at par. Look at trie ' 
Pakistan team, if they are 
dismissed just under 170 rurts. 


there is always a chance that < 

Pakistan might bowl the 
opposition out under that tout, 
This way, India is ticking a lot., 

Indian bowlers havetbbowd t 
impressively. They are not as 
menacing and pepcii^ve as 
some of the nthi^r|igji^j>|y|ers. 
to dismiss the 
under the score! 

needs a degree of .. 

Would you favour Sadiitt ' 


'.-btj key pl^^,l;^u$e he bats i#^| 
the middipiier and so he has to ' 
carry theism all theiiie. 


Azhar is the most suoeitMfui 
cricketing captain bnl ftili so 
many pundits describe his 
captaincy as and 

'defensive'. thb^ that 

a positive sklpyi[i|wUI W^e a 
r^UPmnee espetlf^ In^c 
i-fhtii^ament like the Worn., 
Cviplf ' 




tNSURAi 


Tendulkar as an opener? 

Simply yes. He is such a fast scorer 
that if he plays, then big scores 
will always be there. Only thing is 
that b^fflays too many shots; and 
is that he should 
W40s and 50s mto a 
wWtSgure knock. And yes, after 


Kiran More doiM duly auinst Eagldiliallie 
'91 World Cup.Tlio imiplflg incMapfilMOlvioi 
him end Miondod wotODoof ihokiMiMlorioiid 
incidontt of the toomomoiit 
Azlm^s t>^ a wonderfui bocm 

; look at the re»|^^ ■ 

4S^kr«Pila^s points is that hlfls ' 
a real good'man 

boys that qb # or aiqftfifng of 
the son ei^ in the team. And he 
should b^inUhe helm. 
SureshjWrekh 
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tMtamad VteMnHwth fnis that this 
foamamaiit will ba South Africa’s ehaaea to 
avaagalbo imoBiinioua dahatthalthoy 
aallarod agaimt England In *tZ when tnoy had 
to acora 22 nina oil onn hall 


given day can turn any team inside 
out.* 

Wary of predictions going haywire, 
especially in the one-day version of 
the game, Kinnani refers to the return 
of Javed Miandad as the focal point. 

’Javed is a great motivator and 1 take 
my hat off to him for his cricketing 
ability (only). Also,as a senior 
cricketer and a well-wisher of the 
Indian team, 1 have a passing word for 
Vinod Kambli, the most gifted and 
talented player. I wish him all the luck 
for the sake of the country and for 
himself to have a steady temperament 
to retain his place with stability in the 
team." 


M ORK in the^ould of a 

philosophcVWho believes in 
accepting the ups and downs of life 
with the same poise. Sadanand 
Vishwanath is optimistic that the 
South Africans are going to lift the 
Cup in this enthralling event, which is 
going U) see an amalgamation of super 
stars. His sentimentality, however, he 
says points to an Indian win. "This 
World Cup is going to be the time of 
revenge lot the bubbly and 
effervescent South Africans, who are 
still stinging from the hypothetical 22 
runs that they had to score from a 
single ball in a rain marred match, 
which literally stalled their progress. 




They can make up for the lack of 
genuine spinners with the dazzling ail 
rounders and the top class bowling 
pair of Donald and Shaun Pollock." 

Concuiring with Kirmani that the 
lack of match practice tan be a key 
factor in its preparations, he calls India 
the underdogs, who can produce 
results if the players assimilate their 
energies and put mind over matter. 
"The Indian cricketers in the peak of 
their performance have all the 
ingredients of making a beautiful 
cricketing rainbow in the wizardry of 
Azhar, sheer class of Sachin, 
flamboyance of Kambli and the 
solidity of Siddhu. With the wickets in 
the sub-continent conducive for 
batting, the real strength of a team will 
lie in its batting capabilities. A team 
that builds a big total and consolidates 
from a position of strength will win 
the World ('.tip. On this count, 1 place 
West Indies and Australia also as title 
contenders, while not discounting 
possible upsets from Pakistan, 

England and Sri Lanka. 

The Pakistanis will have to sort out 
certain minor irritants like perstjnal 
differences among players and the Sri 
Lankans will have to recoup iheii 
sagginghjrt^te ^^ ouKht about by the 
various cOi^HBrsies. "Lapsing into a 
philosophijyood, he compares 
modern to a music al concert 

IIB Biiwt ki||ifrMSie.j:ight chord at the right 
iimPki^J^PiAhother aspect of the 
Ls the revolution that 
h^pSWrought about by 
modfti^itsation such as tte^rowth of 
satellite communicati^)! ^^ the use 


One thing is for su^^^|$||M||ll|ii 
the World Cup will 
aaion both on and off t^Peld,« 
will set the parameters i^pthe fut 
editions of this tournament.^ 







SHANE WARNE 

PERS 
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tea Ray 

gets us acquainted 
with the mystique that 
accompanies the 
Australian leg-spinner 

Age: 26 

Appearance: Lobster in 
Sunglasses. 

Occupation: Leg-break bowler. 
Can you explain how leg spin 
works? 

Only with the aid of diagrams. But 
basically it's all in the wrist. The 
position of the hand and the way 
the wrist is flicked are varied to 
produce leg-spinners, 
top-spinners and googlies, always 
remembering, of course, that 
left-handed leg-break bowlers 
bowl Chinaman. 

And young Shane is good? 

A genius. He almost 
single-handedly revived the lost 
art of leg-spin in Australia, 
turning old-timers misty-eyed 
with memories of O'Reilly 
Grim ment, Fleet wood - Smith, 
Richie Benaud and reviving the 
interest of the young, who are 
being tempted by awful US sports 
like basketball. 





Vital Statistics: 

He has taken 206 Test wickets. 
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Bagged 72 in 1993 (a record for a 
spinner), including 34 against 
England, who got the usual 
drubbing. 

Why was England so bad? 

Too old; too fat; couldn't play 
spin; couldn't play pace for that 
matter. 

Did Shane enjoy a trouble-free 
rise to stardom? 

Far from it. As a teenager he had a 
reputation as a hell-raiser and was 
chucked out of the Australian 
Cricket Academy. Spent a spell 
playing club cricket in Bristol, 
where his fondness for local beer 
saw his weight increase by 10 kgs. 
Nor did the cricket go too well; on 
his Test debut against India in 
1992 betook 1 for 150. 

Nickname: 

'Warney' to the unimaginative; 
'Hollywood' to his friends. 

Why? 

His Baywatch persona, 1 guess. 
Blond looks, permanent suntan, 
shades, earring—Sir Donald 
Bradman he ain't. 

His riches: 

60,000 pounds from playing 
cricket and 1,00,000 pounds from 
marketing campaigns per annum. 
Useful Headline: 

The Dumbfounding Blond. 

Simone (Mrs. Warne) shouldn't 
confuse him with: 

Sane Ramsay in 'Neighbours;' 
Shane Parrish in Home and Away; 
Australian Swimmer Shane Gould. 
Most likely to say: 

“Howzzat" (about four times an 
over) 

Least likely to say: 

"Gee, Gatt, you've certainly got 
my flipper sussed". 
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THE 

NIGHTMARE XI! 



hey are a imperfect foil for the Dream 
Team.In fact, their records are so daunting that 
even their wives,girlfriends and mothers would 
hesitate to pick them 


BYSURESHMENON 


E verybody is so busy 

picking dream teams as the 
World Cup approaches that 
little thought has gone into a 
serious matter;nightmare teams. 

An Indian team opening the batting 
with B.S.Chandrasekhar.for example 
(in Kannada the name could mean 
'collector of moons'; and that's what 
Chandra did as a batsman).Chandra 
collected four sets of pairs in Test 
cricket.and is the only bowler with 
over 100 Test wickets who has taken 
more wickets than scored runs. 

For some strange 

reason.Chandra.one of the greatest 
bowlers the game has seen, was never 
considered grwd enough for one-day 
cricket .The importance of the 
attacking bowler who could pick up 
crucial wickets was not acknowldeged 
in his time.Today of cotirse he would 
be an automatic choice. 

But this is not an exercise in picking 
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a team of bowlers who are forced to 
bat and vice versa .The Nightmare XI is 
a team whose record in international 
cricket is such that even a seleaion 
committee comprising the respective 
wives,girlfriends and mothers would 
hesitate to pick them. 

The Nightmare XI is not exactly the 
worst possible Indian team.but it is a 
team you wouldn't back 
against.say.Don Bradman's 
Australians of 1948. 

To get on with it then.The team: 

The Maharajah of Porbander:The 
man picked to lead India on their first 
ever Test tour,to England in 1932.His 
Highness had a string of low 
scores;0,2,0.2,2 at a staggering 
average of 0.66 in the matches leading 
upto the Test.He was credited with 
being the only first class cricketer in 
England with more Rolls Royces than 
runs. 

Prince Ghanshyamji of Limbdi:This 
great luminary was the vice-captain of 
the tour of 1932.He was a slightly 
superior cricketer as his average of 


9.62 from 17 innings shows. 

Porbander and Limbdi opening the 
batting may not be in the same class as 
Merchant and Mushtaq Ali or.for 
younger readers.Tendulkarand 
Prabhakarbut they are historically 
important. Although neither played in 
a Test (C.K.Nayudu.a commoner led 
India in the Test at Lord's)they walk 
into our Nightmare Team on merit 
alone. 

At number three is Vizzy.the 
Maharajkumar of Vizianagaram,the 
first active (to use the term loosely) 
cricketer to be knighted - half a 
century before Sir Richard 
Hadlee. Vizzy,who led on the 1936 
tour of England was an adminisiratoi 
(who was responsible (or Hobbs and 
Sutcliffe playing in India),a star player 
in the political manoeuvres leading 
upto the 1932 tour (he pulled out for 
'reasons of state'),and later a 
commentator of great soporific 
valiie.Neverthelcss.his scores in the 
1936 series was 19 not out,6,6,7 not 
out; 1,1. 

Manmohan Sood.thc first genuine 
cricketer to enter our team, will 
probably be the side's main batsman 
at number four.In his only Test,he 
became the only batsman to be 
stumped off fast bowler Alan 
Davidson.Stumped Grout,bowled 
Davidson is the equivalent of today's 
'stumped Moin Khan bowled Wasim 
Akram'. 

Sum Nayak was picked for India on 
the 1982 English tour.Thirteen years 
later.he finally justified his selection 






by taking a few wickets for India in the return catch he took to dismiss David 
over-35s (Masters) in a tournament in Gower at the Oval.Nayak comes in at 
Sharjah.Nayak played two Tests on number five, 

that tour-his favourite story being the E.K.Maka,who toured the West 
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Indies in 1952-53and played at home 
against Pakistan fills the 
wicketkeeper's slot and bats at 
number six. 

Since the team has to be captained 
by the only international captain in 
it,Vizzy,the number seven slot is 
reserved for Baqa Jilani,a Vizzy 
camp-follower in 1936.1f you were 
pro-Vizzy on that tour,you were 
automatically 

anti-Nayudu.Jilani,who is credited 
with the first-ever hat-trick in Ranji 
Trophy.came down for breakfast one 
morning and spent his time usefully 
by insulting C.K.Nayudu.A pleased 
Vizzy rewarded him with a cap for the 
final Test at the Oval.Jilani went 
wicketless and scored 4 not out and 12. 

Also on that tour was Amir Elam, a 
right arm medium pacer who did not 
get to play.Twelve years later,he 
finally played his only Test at 
Sydney.He did not bowl,which in 
retrospect,made him a specialist 
number ten batsman in the first 
innings (he made four).]n the only 
drawn match of that tour,Elahi 
opened the second innings with 
Vinoo Mankad and doubled his Test 
average by making 13.Elahi, who also 
played Tests for Pakistan, was the "first 
Pakistan cricketer to die," as 
Christopher Martin-Jenkins informs 
us rather pointlessly in his book. 

For the three remaining slots,the 
competition is among the medium 
pacers,V.N.Swamy,Umesh Kulkarni 
and Yograj Singh and the slow left arm 
spinner K.K.Tarapore,whose only 
Test against the West Indies in 
1948-49 saw him return figures of 
zero for 72. 

It would be prudent to conclude by 
saying that some deserving cases were 
left out because their records were not 
good enough.Thc Nightmare XI might 
upset the West Indies teams of the 
Seventies which won two World 
Cups.But I wouldn't bet on it. 


Surest Menon is the Sports Editor of 
Gulf NevfS,Dubai 
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NOT 
THEI 
WAY 


n the early 
years of the World Cup, 
PAKISTAN was a team 
of brilliant individuals 
like Majid Khan and 
Asif Iqbal, who had not 
learned to blend 
as a match-winning 
team 


BY INDRAVIKRAM SINGH 


B atsmen who bowls a bit 

too olif n become star 
allroundcrin one-day 
cricket, and even in the 
early years of the truncated game, this 
trend was evident. Not that either Asif 
Iqbal or Majid Khan was a novice with 
the ball, for there was a time in the 
Sixties when they opened the bowling 
in Test matches. That was before men 
like Salim Altaf, Asif Masood and 
Sarfraz Nawaz took over the role of 
spearheading the attack. 
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Majid was ihen able to concentrate 
on his batting. He became, perhaps, 

Pakistan's finest opening batsman 
after the original little master, Hanif 
Mohammad. On the other hand, Asif 
Iqbal was a resourceful strokeplayer, 
and the Pakistan captain in the first 
two World Cups. He was also an 
accurate slow-medium bowler, 
brilliant outfielder and experienced 
strategist. No team could have hoped 
for a more complete limited-overs 
cricketer. 

Right from day oi^ of the 
tournament in 19] 
terrific form witld 
formidable Ausa|pan set 
seven in 60 ovtMhnd a tt 
attack comprisK Lillee, 

Walker and Mppet, Pakist 

intoaquagmw. Ach ^ .. 

sent Sadiq iyi^amni|((j®swi^;^,lf|®ltaving to 


I Majid was in 
bat. 



flying. ThoitDSdn clato^'7iqiii||l^£v;;pj] 
Abbas .and ihm 

was removed by ; 

while Majki remained . ' 

characierisiiially impasrttwand' " 
delighted ilie crowd with rousing ,.i' 
shots. At (>8, lie was joined by Astf. 
Iqbal, and the quest began for 
reconstruction of the innings,'. 
was eventually caught behioi^ 

Marsh oil Mallet alter 
out of the team's setwe otj|^for, 

Asil then raised 77 fo^fg^jlth w*|^^.' 
with the lelt-handedM^pti Raja.'K.' 
w'in was a distinct pc^pl^ty but 
Dennis Lillee bowldf^^for 5), and 
then scythed througjithe lower half. 

Asif, sadly, had to how out of the 
tournament due to toury, but Majid, 
having taken over the captaincy, , 
carried on undaunted. The next stop 
was Birmingham to face a resurgent 
West Indies. Andy Roberts, in full 
flight, headed a bowling line-up 
containing Holder. Bovee and Jtilien. 
Majid, however, waded into the 
Caribbean attack. He lop-siored with 
60, and this time most ol the other 
batsmen too contributed valuable 
scores. Pakistan totalled 266 tor seven 

'Majntic' Majid Khan in lull flow during tba 
75 World Cup. Ho was Pakistan's bast 
batsman in tho toumamant scoring 359 runs in 
7 matchas 


three intdl 
Newi^ 
tflfin* 

Itan 


in 60 overs. The West Indians were 
then left floundering at 99 for five, 

166 for eight and 203 for nine. The 
match was as good as won. Then, in 
one of the most stirring fightbacks in 
one-day cricket, wicketkeeper Deryck 
Murray inched his way forward with 
help from tailenders Vanburn Holder 
and Andy Roberts. In an astounding 
finish, the resolute West Indians 
snatched a one-wicket win with just 
two deliveries remaining. It was a 
match Pakistan should not have lost. 

Pakistan now had nothing to play 
for in this first World Cup, but their 
pride. Noaei^less, Majid continued 
his great rhjif ihdput on 159 for the 
first wickcl'jwithSadiq against the 
minnows, Sri Lanka. Majid's 84 with 
nine fottfs and a5hil||[|ed his team 
cross 300 and,re|iiiiHB|^sy win. 

in all liis 
dtf 
loth in 

seejp|igiy 
caK 

iheiiecond 
thetniuTs 
J8ved-Suj||ilj^kTiraaKhan. 
Old-tiineis, Cdct^jpt^ave fond 
menuNiesof histiip^ Jahangir Khan 
who ito 

Thirties'. _ ..j; 

In the MIT^'Worid Cup, Ma 
up. the ball once again to bolst|| 
a^k and enable his dde to cF 
batsman. Htsai^C^racy h^ 
fj^^tlmers Canaj%«a bind, and he 
;libtmedanan4^Vf 11 -4-11 -1. 

Asif too picked tPflDSsibly three of tiie 
easiest wickets of his career at a cost of 
28 runs in 12 overs. The Australian 
team, this time, was shorn of several 
stars who had defected to Kerry 
Packer's rebel series. Majid was again 
in prime form against them, scoring 
61 in a first wicket stand ol 99 with 
Sadiq. Asif too scored a hurricane 61, 
lower in the order. Then, in a move 
laced with nostalgia, he opened the 
bowling with Majid and helped check 
the run-rate. Majid took three wickets 
for 53 runs off his 12 overs as Australia 
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collapsed to a heavy defeat. 

The match against England was an 
edge-of-the-seat affair with the 
batsmen struggling to put on the runs. 
Majid, this time, operating as the fifth 
bowler, turned up trumps. He trapped 
the dogged Geoff Boycott leg before, 
and later bowled both Gower and Ian 
Botham. Asif removed Phil Edmonds 
and Chris Old. England slumped to 
118 for eight, eventually finishing at 
165 for nine in 60 overs. 

Then, just as Majid and Sadiq were 
going well at 27 for no loss, lightning 
struck in the form of Mike Hendrick. 
He took four wickets and Pakistan lay 
shattered at 34 for six. But Asif was 
not daunted. He stuck it out lor nearly 
two hours, adding 52 for the seventh 
wicket with Wasim Raja and 29 with 
Imran Khan, raising visions of a 
Pakistani win. That was not to be as 
Bob Willis had him caught for a 
resilient 51 off 104 balls, and Pakistan 
lost by 14 runs with deliveries 
remaining. 

Pakistan had, nevertheless, made it 
to the semi-final against the mighty 


'••■its',''' 
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WP Iqbal was Mb of Pakistan'a bast 
^Wraandara ia tanTS World Cup. Ho 
ypHMfntad 192lj|Bt in four inninga, and took 
MaayiQ^ for 2Snint 

.His ^lin the World Cup 
7 matches with 5 
of 51.28. With the 
wiewts for 117 runs in 4 
ICS with an average of 16.71 at 
momic rate of 2.48 runs per 
Hardly could another all 
er have performed better. But 
c-s tell only half the story. In full 
, Majid could demolish even the 
hestjpice attack, no matter on what 
kiod-til wicket. 

A^.l«^al Rizvi hit three half 
centitl^ in his four World Cup 
imifl^^averaging 48, having 
aggi^fpittied 192 runs. He took ten 
wicki^ tor 215 runs to complete a fine 
allround performance in the limited 
opportunities he got in the showpiece 
event, Hca^not have been a very 


elegant batsman to watch.His 
chest-on- stance, low backlift, almost 
walking—rather than stepping — 
forward to meet the ball and using his 
wnsts to place it in the gaps, was akin 
to a hockey player passing to a 
colleague. He vi>as not a man to be 
fazed by even the most adverse of 
circumstances, and olten, with only 
the tailenders remaining, he waged 
many a lonely battle. 

Majid and Asif were a study in 
contrast, yet they were both very 
exciting to watch and fighters to the 
core. They played in an era when, like 
India earlier, Pakistan had not 
cultivated the winning ways. Tfieirs 
was a team of brilliant individuals 
which did not blend as a team. That 
made it all the more incumbent on 
this duo to battle against the odds, one 
at the top of the order and the other 
lower down. 
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GOING 
TO WORK 



fixed.But more than that, Sanjay 
Manjrekar should be applauded for his 
diligence and constant effort 
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RICKET today is played in 
an era of diminished 

expectations, 

■---. 


for individual 

field, it is a c(mru>in^u|lpRj|p|yjms: 
neither virtue l>e 

taken lor ttrantiT^Sij^EllPKodes 
a(;ainst our favoiim^H^wn 
breeds cynicism, (orisplwlliiqiaiust a 
fan's pleasure and deadens liis joy. He*' 
is forced to settle for sullen 
competence which we mistake',as , 
'stardom' these days. . 

And yet there are so many ftjfr/)es or 
sportsmen, each as diverse, i^tl/only 
in character but in approactv^ the 
other. There is a certahrfacrhr in all of 


them that the fan recognises. Even if fi 
you take them individually, it's hard | 
toiay what it is. i 

K^bl!'S 4 ?nergy. Sachin's shyness. § 
. Kymble's F^rfMality. Jadeja's glitz. 

. Manjrekar's^P^ 

ManiigipCf^ffA 


Let^VihinkMCijiptSilfnjay Manjrekar 
There'lf'aliitan standing 
t^ar |Pl£|ttrony outsidehis hotel 
jj ^ om T^ahcalore. The man with 

luilr, is }0, looks 25. He 
ih^he (terbal glow of lights in 
tjiedorridor just outside room 220. 

Manirekaris just his usual, quiet 
person has not changed 
ihotuhttlsMarc seems to give off the 
look dfa man who has matured quite 
a bit qvwtheyears. He has just 
authored a comeback into the^ndian 
twin after a couple of years. Tiktse 
Were long, hard years when 
.'Manjrekar, a brilliant liylist as veil as 
a subtle run machine,^yed fc r 
Hornbay in the Ranji Tw^y oi leagut 
matches lor his compajH He w as not 
asked to play for lndia£Hd forfhis he 


ijay Manjrekar 


ist as veil as 
yed fc r 

f ty OI league 
He v4as not 


id forjhis he 


Sanjay Manjrakar it findinj^jt-aMii la 
axploraatacrickatar \ 
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what Sanjay hUjUtjre 
believed in when he wM 






m 


ndtfonal 
back at the do 

you rate your perfil^iluinceio 

lUlFell. the last ytr^4||^|{p^^inein, 
thesense that 

thaB'94.1 wa^i^sidelM-wkn 
team for most ^^iji^me in iVt. I 
made my way backto the sqii&d last 
year and played almost all the 
matches throughout the sei|jion. In 
spm, '95 was nothing too g^at, but 
dt^initcly much better thamhe year 
before. 


really. You see, I batted at No. 5 ;.v 
inst the Kiwis and was still able^^it 
play a major role. There 
at all numbers and the irhpiiaijlp^^^f 
thing is to be able to contriB^j|^ ■ 
positions sothat yotiare com|Q^^ 
valuable to the team. And if yt^ r^^ 
really do thaUticcessfully, theii#s 
definitely a ^eetditchievemem;^ 
aiming to do JuM that. ' * 

In the late Eighties and even in the 
early biineties, you were 
considered to be technlc^y the 


^ Come on, aren't you being too 
%M>dest about this. In fact, after 
your extremely impressive 
showhig against the Kiwis, you 
seem to be well on your way to 
recovering tte*. 'Mr Dependable' 
tag that was onc^ attached to you ? 
I was happy with the way tltlitgs went 
in the NZ seru s. I felt sati$%d that 
1 could contribute significantly to the 
team's performance at latge- Yeah, it 
satisfying. 

Ton haven't had a Hxed batting 
order over the past few years, it 
has been anywhere between No.3 
and N6.7. Does this bother you ? 
Given a choice, vrfiere vyould y^u 
like to bat 7 ^ , w - M 

’"WHhTliifiie rio choice. 1 cannot tell the 
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f l^t-equipped among our 
iMtsmen, not speakpf the 
nluierving cqj||tetency. Thm 
iaddenly eWi^hing fell apart. 

' IVhat e^ctly went wrong? 

” hiisicaiiy,'4here were two fadors. One, 
I a lack of confidence and two, a 
deterioration in my batting as well. 
Thitae two are often interrelated. I had 
two bad years in international cricket 
bet^sal was not baiting as well as I 
itsi^l^and secondly rny confidence 
also was not that high. What I've done 
recently is nothing great but it is 
probably a step in the right direaion. 
The necessary confidence is coming 


dng about this bad patch you 
itdid it help you toughen 
mentally ? 

Of course I have changed 
over the years, l am no longer the 
penM 1 used to be four or five years 
badi^’ffdal if is irnitortant to have a 
taste of u{M and downs. 1 must say that 
the experiences of the last few years 
have widened my horiron and I have 
matured more as a person. 

me, just how important is this 
lipprld Cup for you ? Are yop 
.' -:i|kibking forward to it as a 
I jCtellenge to put an end once and 
' ^£wall to the view that you are 
Iplkally a classlsist 
liMttherefore a misfit in the 
variety of the game ? 

■Vmy ine onlv .j^ World Cup is of 
utmost importance to all of us. It 
comes once in four years and once 
win the Cup, the 'world champion'' 
tag sticks to you for the next four 
years. No one tan take that awayJiitm 
you. The World Cup is something that 
evc^ oicketer looks forward to. l am 




no exception, 

Fnah a purely cricketing i&lnt of 
view, apart from India wMch are 
theteams you would like to put 
your money on in the World Cup ? 

As far as the World Cup is concerned, ,: 
it was possible to pinpoint the. ; v;% 
favoui$|^ in the Seventies and early ' , 
Eig|h^|||i.When the Windies' 
dot^ation of 

world cricket was unquestionable. - ? 
But aU that has changed in the last ten 
years or so. The trend nowadays is that 
the t^tnthat really catches on and 
pd& during thatt^dai inonth will 
have the last laugh, .^usuralia, for 
example, have been doing very well , 
these days. But you just cannot say for 
sure that they will wini^ Cup. 3te; 
World Cup is a different ball gamj^^^ Sv 
played in a different atmosphere. 
has to do with the team's perform^e 
as tiie Cup progresses, wmi hiappeni^ 
bcfoic the Cup won't p<»ssibly have ^ 
that much relevance. Look at 
Pakistan. The way they slowly but 
surely reached their peak at the right 
time in the last World Cup is a case in 
poipt..,,. . 

wlMrtabsiidltufla's chances ? 

DoB'lt yDu-tldnk flaying the Cup 
at horned A deflnhe advantage ? 

Yetdl,k te. Jkh^lps,lf you arc familiar 
with the;£hffeiiuih'v«nies, 
ph<hes,gtO|^')^<iltiuns etc. The 
cjtbwdU.^iil|^yshc^nd you. But in 
fhesatnoWb^, one must admit that 
there's also a disadvantage, that of 
heightened expeaatlons ol the home 
crowd. That might bring with it a lot of 
pressure. So, there are basically two 
sides of the coin. Which one will 
ultimately outweigh the other, only 
time can tell. I am quite optimistic 
.ibotil our chances. 


was disappointed but not 
disillusioned. After all, he could still 
play his cricket. And he gives you a 
look which says, "If you could play 
cricket everyday, wouldn't you ?" 

That's how Sanjay Manjrekar 
handled his anonymity, maturing 
subsequently. As he explains, 'I don't 
think I'm emotional. No one can turn 
around and say that Sanjay is looking 
sad. My family would never know 
whether I've done well in a game or 
badly. Even when I do well. I'm in 
control. My emotions are almost 
always in check.Quiet? Yes.Introvert? 

Yes. My failure did affect me. But it 
aflecied me to the extent lliat I 
became more mature, not cynical. My 
way of looking at tilings have changed." 

Sanjay Manjrekar is just a reg’.iiar 
member of the Indian cricket team 
today— but at the same time a little 
more so. He has a reputation and lie 
has class. Moreover, he s dedicated to 
his craft, respecilul of his game and 
proudly confident of his abilities to an 
extent that he may not talk about it 
and have a swagger, hut you can feel 
the vibes anyway. 

"Hhink 1 loved the game, which is 
why 1 played it," says Manjrekar. 
"Another reason is ihai I wanted tube 
famous, i wanted to create a new kind 
ol confidence for myself. I didn't give 
much thought lo any other extra 
lactors." 

Manjrekar's love for cricket is not 
the kind we are used lo seeing today. It 
is old fashioned. Hence, the devotion. 
The fact that he sat with his famous 
father, Vijay Manjrekar and bisected 
the nuances of the game as India weni 
on to win the World Cup in 198^ is a 
case in point. At that time, Manjrekar 
sat with his father just as he would 
with any cricket loving individual, "1 
guess I was too young to know how 
great my father was," recalls 
Manjrekar. "But we sat though the 
match, discussing cricket. We 
analysed every match and bisected 
each dismissal. My father ami 1 never 
discussed cricket before, because he 
lived his life and 1 lived minc,so in a 
way the time that little while that I 
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spent with him was special.’ 

Today, Sanjay Manjrekar is one of 
the few cricketers who is playing for 
reasons other than money. This is not 
to say that he will not do the odd 
commercial, or ap[>ear on TV for a 
chat-show, but when it's over, he will 
be better remembered for his career 
rather than the ad- campaigns. And 
Manjrekar himself would have it no 
other way. 

"I'm looking at cricket in a very 
constructive way," he reasons. 
"Rationally. I’m not overreacting to 
the fringe benefits at all. As you know, 
I've seen the highs and the lows, so I 
want to end my career on a bit of a 
high. I want to play the same knocks 
as I did when I started playing fur 
India. And even though I still get 
excited about situations, Igoabou! it 
in a rational manner." 

■ I know the true meaning ol success 
today. And if I have it now, I would 
value it a lot better. When you first 
start »)fi, you're too young to know 
how yt)u got successful in the first 
place anyway." 

He may almost always have a 
grind-it- out career. But to Manjrekar 
it is a sporting lifetime in which the 
usual perks, if there are any, are 
incidental. Every knock that 
Manjrekar plays may be designed to 
impress the selectors but then, as he 
reasons," If that's the deal, so be It." 

Let us not fool ourselves by 
thinking that he does not want it the 
easy way, but at the end of the day his 
fans will almost always be assured that 
if performance is the sole criteria, then 
Manjrekar himself will not settle for 
anything less. 

And when I sat down with him, a 
good four years since our last 
conversation,both Manjrekar and I 
silently knew that he was in the 
Indian team for no other reason. 

He had performed...quietly. 

"When 1 started playing 
international cricket, I only saw 

Manirakar (caM han wMi taaaMiBlM Aam 
and tmulHlkar) ia looking at criokol in a vary 
ratenalmannar 
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success. And I thought that it was 
going to go on like that. But cricket 
can be a great leveller. I mean, just i 
when you think that the 'downs' can't 
happen to you, they come," says 
Manjrekar, reflecting on the time 
when he was not playing for India. 

Today, Manjrekar is back in the 
squad, not with a sense of vengeance 
but, with a quiet purpose. As he says "I 
was sure about coming back. I think 
most people who know me as a 
cricketer know that my comeback was 
on the cards. Against the West Indies, I 
played a couple of crucial innings to 


save my place, but personally, I was 
not happy. But in the one day series 
against New Zealand, I realised I was 
moving into top gear. The machinery, 
you see, was always working. But 
there are small signs that a batsman 
looks for, in my case it is now 
showing—the good signs." 

Manjrekar's brief as a cricketer is 
fairly simple. Go to work. Though 

Manjrakar atMitt that he is Ms own person 
and was never in his father’s shadow 


there are not many who will reward a 
cricketer with affection based on 
attendance alone, whether it be going 
to practice or showing up at the Indian 
nets. But Sanjay Manjrekar does more 
than just outline his attendance. He 
was, and is still, a good player. Maybe 
his statistics don't match upto 
Tendulkar's or anyone else who 
played in his place when he was out, 
but they'll do. 

"I'm hoping to set things right," 
confides Manjrekar.' But 1 can say this 
much: this faaor of ups and downs 




can be a tremendous experience. I'm 
definitely richer than the guy who has 
seen only ups or hasn't seen much at 


all." 

Our expectations from sportsmen 
today—specially cricketers—arc 
quite contradiaory. We want them to 
behave like adults, even though we 
want them to play with the 
enthusiasm of children. We want 
them to act modestly, even though we 
shower them with attention. We want 
them to treat their job like work, while 
we treat it as a game. And there are 
very lew of them who can deal with 

OIBISH SIIUKLA 



h. has 4 

mgmreii standing innocuously near the 

boundary waiting for the ball to come 
our expectations gracefully. his way. Try and picture the 500 plus 

How long has it been since the Ians runs he scored in Pakistan in 1989, 
have had time to apnlaud a cricketer's and then the time spent out of the 
diligence and cflonAnd who have team, and subsequently his journey 
they singled out lot those qualities? back into it. Try and identify 
Here's a suggestion: look out for the Manjrekar. 
guy who may come in to bat at no.3 or You might just get the big picture.^ 
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A ll-rounder Arshad 
Laiq's incidental 
contribution to the UAE 
team, playing in the Wills 
World Cup, is to bring down the 
average age marginally. He is the baby 
of the team at 25—and ensures that 
the average age of the national side 
hovers around 30. 

When the UAE, to everyone's 
surprise won the ICC Trophy, the 
optimist imagined that the team had 
reached the take-off stage, and that 
the only place to go was up.Il should 
have given the fillip to the 
development of the sport in the 
country—^wherc the national team 
has only one native, the 
skipper Sultan Zarawani. 

But the problems that existed in 
November '94, when the team won 
the Trophy in Kenya, merely grew. 
The divisions became more clearly 
defined—^Abu Dhabi versus Diibai; 
Pakistan versus India; sponsor versus 
sponsor. Madan Lai, who was coach of 
the team which won the ICC Trophy, 
and who seemed to have earned the 
respect of the players, was not given a 
long-term contract. While the UAE 
officials were making up their minds, 
the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India put him in charge ol their 
'A'team. 

And then came the final blow—the 
ruling by the International Cricket 
Council that requires at least seven 
passport holders td belong to the 
country they represent at the ICC 
Trophy in Malaysia next year. Apart 
from Zarawani, the vice-captain 
Saecd Al Salfar is the sole national in 
the World Cup team. The others arc 
from India, Pakistan, and Sn Lanka, 
holding jobs in the UAE. 

The team is sponsored by Interlace. 
Its President, I.P.Khaitan, a cricket 
fanatic, has stood by the team through 
its ups and downs. The feeling that 
this could be UAE's first and last 
World Cup seemed to lower 
expectations. The overlap in the 
oflicials of the Emirates' Cricket Board 
and the Cricketers' Benefit Fund 
Series workt'd to the latter's 
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DESERT 
STORM! 



he UAE team, riven by dissension, need 
to tighten up their act, if they want to 
avoid humiliation in this month's World Cup 


Sultan Zarawani, dropj>ed from the 
game against India A' in a four-nation 
tournament its Zanzibar last 
December; refused to acknowledge 
the fact and wen; out to toss with the 
Indian skipper. He held up play like a 
spoilt brat, insisting, like a 
street-corner bully, that if he didn't 
play, nobody would. With that one 
gesture, he ruined whatever 
credibility UAE cricket had 
internationally. 

Zarawani is UAE's best-known 
cricketer abroad, thanks to the 
fascination writers have for his 
Lamborghini sports car that has got 
more publicity than his leg breaks or 
latc-order hitting.The leading 


UAE captain Zarawani is morn famous for fiis 
Lamborghini car than bis crickat 



batsmen in the squad, Saleem Reza 
and Mazhar Hussain have not been in 
very good nick. Mazhar, who scored 
UAE's first century (against Ireland), 
had a lifty against India in the 
Australasia Cup in Sharjah. Vijay 
Mehra is the ttther key batsmen. He 
played his early cricket in India. Apart 
Irom the skipper's leg spin, the team 
has the services of the medium pacer 
Johanne Samaasekera,27, an 
enthusiastic medium pacer and 
popular lower-order striker rtf the ball 
in local tournaments. 

Much was made of the omission of 
Riaz Poonawala, the only UAE player 
to have found a place in the country's 
international squad (he was in the 14 
against Allan Border's Australians ten 
years ago). 

Comparatively speaking (compared 
to the bowling and fielding, that is), 
batting is UAE's strength; and the 
batsmen have shown a pleasing 
tendency to get on with it, no matter 
what the opposition. But it will need a 
little more than enthusiasm to rattle 
established international sides in the 
World Cup 

Suresh Menon is the sptim editor of Oiilf 
New,, Dubai 
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The'Frog 
In A Blender' 



- ^hat is the nickname givefi to Paul Adams whose 

contorted bowling action has confused batsmen.He was 
the first coloured player to play cricket for 
South Africa, and a lot will depend on him during South 
Africa's World Cup campaign 


COUPLE of months ago 
Paul Adams played his first 
match for St Augustine's 
(Basil D'Oliveira's old 
club) in the 1B division of the Cape 
Town League. His captain, Craig 


Marais, had spotted something 
encouraging in the first innings, 
during which Paul had taken 3 for 60 
in 15 overs. 

'Paul was mesmerising the 
batsmen, but cither through lack of 


respect, or as a last tesorl, they wee 
hitting him (or a lew sixes,' 
romemhers Marais. 

In the second innings Adams 
opened the howling to hasten a 
derkiration. Alter nine overs his 
ligiires were 0 lor 43, ami Marais sas 
very close to taking him oil. 'It uashad 
captaincy leally; he should h.ive come 
ofl a couple ol overs earlier, hut I 
thought, well, what theheckl'The 
rest, as they say, is histoiy. Adams 
ended with 8 foi OO, and within three 
weeks was playing lor .South Africa's 
'A' team. 

At the beginning of the season he 
was not even close to provincial 
selection, having lu-en overlooked for 
both Western Province's 'A' and 'B' 
pre-season practice scpiads. It seemed 
that his tmorihodoxy was unpalatable 
to those selectors who shy away from 
anything that does not conform to the 
textbook. Re|)catcdly this season Paul 
Adams has proved that it is this very 

Omar Henry (seen here with hit ton) wet the 
first black player to have pleyed Tost cricket 
for the united South Africa 






unorthodoxy that is his greatest asset. 
The armchair experts thought that the 
answer was to go down the pitch to 
him—that with his 'head-down' 
delivery he could not possibly see the 
batsman advance. His dismissal of 
Graham Thorpe in the match against 
England laid that theory to rest. 

Paul Nixon, the I,eiccstershirc 
wicketkeeper who loured with 
England 'A' last winter, has faced him 
in the nets. 'Being a left-hander, I tried 
to play him like an orthodox left-arm 
spinner, with the ball turning into me. 
But he's got one that goes straight and 
fizzes on a bit,' he told me. 

'I think he changes his action 
slightly for his chinaman and 
top-spinner, but even il you spot it, 
you’ve still got to play it if it lands in 
the right place, which it invariably 
does. 

'I found the ball coming on to me a 
bit quicker than I thought. I think 
bat -pad on the olf side to the 
left-hander will be a very impoitant 
position to him'. 

And what about the idea of going 
down the pitch .' His low trajectory 
makes it very diflicult'. said Nixon. It's 
disconcerting - a Hurry ol arms and 
legs and a view cl the top ol his head as 
he lets go ol the ball. I would love to 
keep wicket to him. It would be a great 
challenge to try to read his mind, and 
see how he sets the batsman up.' 

Indeed, a lot ol people would like to 
be reading 18-year-old Adams's mind 
right now. With all the attention 
thrust upon him, this gnome-like 
figure seems to retain an ait ol 
detached ainusement at all that goes 
on around him. He clearly has a very 
old head on very voting shoulders, 
and carries around a self-assurance 
reserved for only the potentially great. 

St Augustine's laid on an evening in 
honour of Adams's achievements 
after the South Africa A' match. As 
the umpteenth well-wisher squeezed 
his hand and gave him a hug he 
quietly admitted to me that he would 
rather be at home with his hand in ice. 
He had shaken more hands in the 
previous three weeks than Nelson 


Mandela. 

He is painfully shy and quiet but the 
odd moment of animation reveals a 
sense of humour and an engaging 
smile. Paul enjoys mimicking Devon 
Malcolm's batting, and didn't mind 
being hit for a few sixes by his hero. 
The organisers of the party put Paul 
and his family on the top table for 
everyone to look at, such was their 
pride in their favourite, a local 
fisherman, summed up his whole 
family's feelings: 'We're just going 
with the flow and enjoying every 
moment.' Towards the end of the 
evening he reminded Paul who was 
boss. It was time to get him home to 
bed. 

His inscrutability probably will 
mean that wc will never know his true 
feelings about his new nickname, 
'Goggo', which is the Afrikaans word 
for a small gnat-like insect that whirs 
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Africa'a youngast attar Taal playar 

around with arms and legs flailing 
everywhere. Some coloured 
cricketers feel that it implies 
clumsiness that could be interpreted 
as derogatory—a throwback to the 
days when predominantly white 
Western Province cricketers remained 
sceptical about the temperament of 
disadvantaged cricketers when 
playing at the highest level. 

Paul Adams now has the chance to 
dispel all those myths. If his career 
path continues this orbit, before long 
he will be the first disadvantaged 
cricketer to represent South Africa 
since the unification of the coloured 
and white cricket boards. Paul Adams, 
let me assure you, will be a great 
role-model to all young cricketers in 
South Africa, be they yvhite, coloured 
or black. ^ 

John Stephenson 

John Stephenson is the captain of the 
Hampshire county team 

WISOtN CRICKET MONTHLY 


39 





WATCH 
OUTFOR 


COMPILED 

BY RAV! KANT SRIVASTAV 



Softies of some stars who could 
make an impact in this edition of the World Cup 



PAKISTAN 


WAQAR YOUNIS (United Bank) B 
Burewala 16 November 1971. 
Right-handed tail-end 
batsman/right-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs West Indies 
(Sharjah) 1989-90. Matches 112. 
Batting: 52-17-336-37 vs West Indies 
(Johannesburg) 1992-93. ^vgc. 9.60. 
Bowling: 187 wickets for 4118 runs. 
Avge. 22.02. BB 6-26 vs Sri Lanka 
(Shatjah) 1989-90. Catches 10. World 
Cup: Yet to appear 

INZAMAM UL HUQ (United Bank) B 
Multan March 3, 1970. Right-handed 
batsman/occasional slow left-arm 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut v We -1 
Indies (Faisaiabad) 1991-92. Matches 
96. Batting: 93-13-3306-1 37A vs 
New Zealand (Sharjah) 1903-94. 

Avge. 41.32. Centuries 4. Filties24. 
Bowling: 2 wickets for 42 runs. Avge. 

21.00 BB 1 -4 vs West Indies 
(Rawalpindi) 1991 -92. Catches 25. 
World Cup: Debut vs West Indies 
(Melbourne) 1992. Matches 10. 
Batting: 10-0-225-60 vs New Zealand 
(Auckland) 1992. Avge. 22.50. One 
fifty. Catches 4. 

JAVED MIANDAD (Habib Bank) B 
Karachi 12 June 1957. Right-handed 
batsman • One-day Intis: Debut vs West 
Indies (Birmingham) 1975. Matches 
228. Batting: 215-40-7327-119^ vs 
India (Lahore) 1982-83. Avge. 41.86. 
Centuries 8. Fifties 50. Bowling 7 
wickets for 297 runs. Avge. 42.42 BB 
2-22 vs Sri Lanka (Nottingham) 1975. 






KAMALJUIKA 



Catches 68. Stumpings 2. World Cup: 
Debut vs West Indies (Birmingham) 
1975. Matches 28. Batting: 
27-4-1029-103 vs Sri Lanka 
(Hyderabad) 1987. Avge. 44.73. 
Century 1. Fifties 8. Bowling: 4 
wickets for 73 runs. Avge. 18.25. BB 

2- 22 vs Sri Lanka (Nottingham) 1975. 
Catches 7. Stumpings 1. 

WASIM AKRAM (PIA) B Uhorc 3 
June 1966. Left-handed 
balsman/left-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs New Zealand 
(Faisalabad) 1984-85. Matches 193. 
Batting: 148-28-1746-86 vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1989-90. Avge. 14.55 
Fifties 2. Bowling: 282 wickets for 
6291 runs. Avge. 22.30 BB 5 -15 vs 
Zimbabwe (Karachi) 1993-94. 
Catches 38. World Cup: Debut vs Sri 
Lanka (Hyderabad) 1987. Matches 
17. Batting 14-2-147-39 vs Sri Lanka 
(Faisalabad) 1987. Avge. 12.25 
Bowling: 25 wickets for 633 runs. 
Avge. 25.32. BB 4-32 vs New Zealand 
(Christchurch) 1992. Catches 2. 

MUSHTAQ AHMED (United Bank) 
B Sahiwal 28 June 1976. 
Right-handed tail-end batsman/leg 
break googly bowler. One-day Intis: 
Debut vs Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 

1988-89. Matches 90. Batting: 
47-18-263-26 vs Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 
1995-96. Avge 9.06. Bowling: 99 
wickets for 3296 runs. Avge 33.29 BB 

3- 14 vs Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 1990-91. 
Catches 19. World Cup: Debut vs 
Zimbabwe (Hobart) 1992. Matches 9. 
Batting: 4-1-27-17 vs England 
(Adelaide) 1992. Avge 9.00 Bowling: 
16 wickets for 311 runs. Avge. 1943 
BB 3-41 vs Australia (Perth) and also 
vs England (Melbourne) 1992. 
Catches 2. 



AZHARUDDIN, MOHD. 
(Hyderabad) Captain. B Hyderabad 8 
February 1963. Right-handed 
batsman/right-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs England 


(Bangalore) 1984-85. Matches 199. 
Battings: 184-35-5400-108A vs Sri 
Lanka (Bombay) 1986-87 and also vs 
New Zealand (Baroda) 1988-89. 
Avge. 36.24. Centuries 3. Fifties 31. 
Fielding: catches 82. Bowling: 12 
wicket for 468 runs. Avge. 39.00. BB 
3-19 vs Australia (New Delhi) 

1987-88. World Cup: Debut vs 
Australia (Madras) 1987. Matches 15. 
Baiting 12-2-522-93 vs Australia 
(B'isbane) 1992. Avge. 52.20. Fifties 


6. Bowling; 5 wickets for 109 runs. 
Avge. 21.80. BB 3-19 vs Australia 
(New Delhi) 1987. 

KUMBLE, ANIL (Karnataka) B 
Bangalore 17 October 1970. 
Right-handed batsman/ieg break 
googly bowler. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 1989-90. 
Matches 71. Batting: 30-11 -171 -24 vs 
England (Bangalore) 1992-93. Avge. 
9.00. Fielding: Catches 22. Bowling: 
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87 wickets for 2579 runs. Avge. 29.64 
BR 6 ■ 12 vs West Indies (Calcutta) 
199.5-94. World Cup; Yet to appear. 

SRINATH, JAVAGAL (Karnataka) B 
Mysore 31 August 1969. 
Right-handed batsman/right-arm 
medium fast bowler. One-day Intis: 
Debut vs Pakistan (Shaijah) 1991-92. 
Matches 82. Batting; 34-14-176-37 vs 
South Africa (Christchurch) 1994-95. 
Avge. 8.80 Fielding: catches 12. 
Bowling: 118 wickets for 2977 runs. 
Avge. 25.22 BB 5-24 vs Sri Lanka 
(Kanpur) 1993-94. World Cup: Debut 
vs England (Perth) 1992. Matches 8. 
Batting 6-5-34-11 vs England (Perth) 

1992. Avge. 34.00 Bowling: 8 wickets 
for 249 runs. Avge. 31.12 BB 2-23 vs 
West Indies (Wellington) 1992. 

TENDULKAR, SACHIN RAMESH 
(Bombay) B Bombay 24 April 1974. 
Right-handed batsman/Right-arm 
medium pacer. One-day Intis; Debut 
vs Pakistan (Gujranwala) 1989-90. 
Matches 101. Batting: 

98-10- 3202-115 vs New Zealand 
(Baroda) 1994-95. Avge. 36.38 
Centuries4. Fifties 22. Fielding: 
Catches 30. Bowling: 34 wickets for 
1778 runs. Avge 52.29 BB 4- 34 vs 
West Indies (Sharjah) 1991-92. World 
Cup: Debut vs England (Perth) 1992. 
Matches 8. Batting; 7-1 -283-84 \ s 
New Zealand (Dunedin) 1992. Avge. 
47.16. Fifties;3. Fielding: Catches 2. 
Bowling: 2 wickets for 180 runs. Avge. 
90.00 BB 1-35 vs Zimbabwe 
IHamilton) 1992. 

SIDHU, NAVJOT SINGH (Punjab) B 
Patiala 20 October, 1963. 

Right-handed batsman. One-day 
Intis: Debut vs Australia (Madras) 

1987-88. Matches 92. Batting; 
89-8-3468-134^ vs England 
(Gwalior) 1992-93. Avge. 42.81. 




Centuries 5. Fifties 28, Fielding; 
Catches 15. Bowling: No wickets for 2 
runs. World Cup; Debut vs Australia 
(Madras) 1987. Matches 7. Batting; 
5-0-276-75 vs New Zealand 
(Bangalore) 1987. Avge. 55.20. Fifties 
4. Fielding; catches 3. 




CAIRNS, CHRISTOPHER LANCE 
(Canterbury) B Picton 1 3 June, 1970. 
Right-hatided batsmaii/right-arni fast 
niediurn bowler. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs England (Wellington) 1990-91. 
Matches; 37 Batting: 33-4-797-103 vs 
India (Pune) 1995-96 Avge. 27.48. 
Century 1. Fifties 3. Bowling: 39 
wickets for 1211 runs Avge. 31.05. BB 
4-55 vs England (Auckland) 1990-91. 
Catches 14. World Cup: Debut vs 
Australia (Auckland) 1992. Matches 
5. Batting: 3-3 21-16^ vs Australia 
(Auckland) 1992. Avge: Ini. Bowling: 
2wicketsfor 162 runs. Avge. 80.50BB 
2-43 vs South Alrica (Auckland) 

1992. Catches 5. 

NASH. DION JOSEPH (Otago) B 
Auckland 20 Nftveinber 1971. 
Right-handed batsman/right-arm 
medium pacer. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs Zimbabwe (Bulawayo) 1992-93 
Matches 20. Batting; 14-4-109-40A 
vs Sri Lanka (Colombo) 1992-93. 
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Avge. 10.90. Bowling; 15 wickets for 
717 nins Avge. 47.80. BB 3-43 vs Sri 
Lanka (Shaijah) 1993-94. World Cup: 
Yet to appear. 

TWOSB, ROGER GRAHAM 
(Central Districts) B Torquay 17 April, 
1968. Left-handed 
batsman/right-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Jamshedpur) 1995-96. Matches 9. 
Batting 8-0-221 -59 vs Pakistan 
(Dunedin) 1995-96 Avge 27.62. One 
fifty. Bowling: 4 wickets for 117 runs. 
Avge. 29.25 BB 2-31 vs Pakistan 
(Wellington) 1995-96. Catches 3. 
World Cup: Yet to appear. 


LARSEN, GAVIN ROLF 
(Wellington) B Wellington 27 
September 1962. Right-handed 
batsman/right-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Dunedin) 1989-90. Matches 74. 
Batting; 45-20-444-37 vs Pak 
(Christchurch) 1991-92. Avge. 17.76. 
Bowling: 57 wickets for 2507 runs. 
Avge. 43.98 BB 4-24 vs Pakistan 
(Auckland) 1993-94. Catches 13. 
World Cup: Debut vs Australia 
(Auckland) 1992. Matches 9. Batting- 
2-1-45-37 vs Pak (Christchurch) 

1992. Avge. 45.00. Bowling: 9 wicket*' 
for 262 runs. Avge: 29.11 BB3-16\s 
Zimbabwe (Napier) 1992. Catches 6. 


MORRISON, DANIEL KYLE 
(Auckland) B Auckland 3 February 
1966. Right-handed 
batsman/right-arm last medium 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Nagpur) 1987-88. Matches 83. 
Batting; 36-19-153-20'A- vs Australia 
(Dunedin) 1992-93. Avge. 9.00 
Bowling: 105 wickets for 3023 runs. 
Avge. 28.79. BB 5-46 vs Pakistan 
(Christchurch) 1995-96 Catches 16. 
World Cup: Debut vs India (Nagpur) 
1987. Matches 6. Batting: 1-0-12-12 
vs Pakistan (Christchurch) 1992. 
Avge. 12.00 Bowling: 5 wickets for 
249 runs. Avge. 49.80 BB 3-42 vs 
Pakistan (Christchurch) 1992. Catch 1. 
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Craig McDarmott wHI inpoit Sbana Wanwio 
damoliali tba opposition w Aottralia 



AUSTRALIA 


BEV AN, MICHAEL GUYL (New 
South Wales) b Belcounen 8 May 
1970. Left handed batsman/slow 
left-arm scamer. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs Sri Lanka (Sharjah) 1993-94. 
Matches 25. Batting: 23-13-821 -78^ 
vs West Indies (Sydney) 1995-96 
Avge: 82.10, one fifty. Bowling; 5 
wickets for 155 runs. Avge. 31.00. BB 
2-31 vs West Indies (Melbourne) 
1995-96. Catches 10. World Cup: Yet to 
appear. 

MCDERMOTT CRAIG JOHN 
(Queensland) b Ipswich 14 April 
1965. Right handed 
batsman/righi-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs West Indies 
(Melbourne) 1984-85. Matches. 137. 
Batting: 78-17-412- 37 vs New 
Zealand (Chrisichurth) 1585-86. 

Avge. 7.08. Bowling: 202 wickets for 
5006 runs. Avge. 24 78 BB 5-44 vs 
Pakistan (Lahore) 1987-88. Catches 
27. World Cuir; Debut vs India 
(Madras) 1987. Matches 16. Baiting: 

11-0-43-14 vsLngland (Cakuiia) 

1987. Avge. 3.90 Bowling: 2(> wickci^ 
for 587 runs. Avge. 22.57 BB 5-44 \ > 
Pakistan (Lahore) 1987. 

PONTING RICKY THOMAS 
(Tasmania) b l.auncestoti 1 9 
December '94. Riglii handed batsman. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs South Africa 
(Wellington) 1994-95 Matches 16. 
Baiting: 16-2-464-12 3 vs Sri I^mka 
(Melbourne) 1995-96. Avg. 33.14. 

One Century. Fdiies 3. Caiclies2. 

World Cup: Yet to appear. 

WARNE, SHANE KEITH (Victoria) b 
Ferntree Gully 13 September 1969 
Right-handed batsman/Leg break 
googly bowler. One-day Intis; Debut 
vs New Zealand (Wellington) 

1992-93 Matches 52. Batting; 
25-8-240-55 vs South Africa (Port 
Elizabeth) 1993-94 Avge. 14.11 One 
fifty. Bowling: 86 wickets for 1870 
runs. Avge. 21.77 BB 4-19 vs New 
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Zealand (Melbourne) 1993-94. 
Catches 17. World Cup: Yet to appear. 

WAUGH, STEPHEN RODGER (New 
South Wales) b Canterbury 2 June, 
1965 Right-handed 
batsman/Right-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs New Zealand 
(Melbourne) 1985-86. Matches 189. 
Batting: 169-40-3980-102A vs Sri 
Lanka (Melbourne) 1995-96. Avge. 


PROFESSIONAL SI 


30.85. One century. Fifties 19. 
Bowling: 162 wickets for 5442 runs 
Avge. 33.59. BB4-33 vs Sri Lanka 
(Sydney) 1987-88. Catches 63. World 
Cup: Debut vs India (Madras) 1987. 
Matches 16. Batting: 15-5-354-55 vs 
Zimbabwe (Hobart) 1992. Avge. 
35.40. One lifty. Bowling: 19 wickets 
for 565 runs. Avge. 29.73. BB-3-36 vs 
Pakistan (Perth) 1992. Catches 5. 
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R ANATUNGA, ARJUNA (Sinhalese 
SC) Captain b 1 December 1963. 
Left-handed batsman/right-arm 
medium pacer. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs England (Colombo) 1981-82. 
Matches 177. Batting: 

169-30-4908-102^ vs Pakistan 
(Gujranwala) 1995-96. Avge. 35.30. 
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Centuries 2. Fifties 32. Bowling: 74 
wickets for 3536 runs. Avge. 47.78 
BB 4-14 vs India (Kanpur) 1986-87. 
Catches 39. World Cup: Debut vs 
Pakistan (Swansea) 1983. Matches 
19. Batting: 18-4-594-88^ vs 
Zimbabwe (New Plymouth) 1992. 
Avge. 42.42 Fifties 5. Bowling: 4 
wickets for 392 runs. Avge 94.00 BB 
2-26 vs South Africa (Wellington) 

1992. Catches 5. 



DE SILVA, PINNADUW AGE 
ARAVINDA (Non-descrlpts CC) b 
Colombo 17 October, 1965. 
Right-handed batsman/off spinner. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs New Zealand 
(Moratuwa) 1983-84. Matches 174. 
Batting: 170-15-4845-107# vs 
Zimbabwe (Harare) 1994-95. Avge. 

31.25. Centuries 3. Fifties 34. 

Bowling: 45 wickets for i 935 runs. 
Avge. 43.00 BB 3-36 vs Pakistan 
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(Rawalpindi) 1995-96. Catches 49. 
World Cup: Debut vs Pakistan 
(Hyderabad) 1987. Matches 14. 
Batting: 13-2-276-^2 vs Australia 
(Adelaide) 1992. Avge. 25.09 One 
fifty. Bowling: 3 wickets for 223 runs. 
Avge 74.33. BB 2-43 vs West Indies 
(Kanpur) 1987. Catches 3. 


JAYASURIYA, SANATH TERAN 
(Colombo CC) b Matara 30 June, 

1969. Left-handed batsman/slow 
left-arm spinner. One-day Intis: 

Debut vs Australia (Melbourne) 

1989-90. Matches 98. Batting: 

92-2-1776-140 vs New Zealand 
(Bloemfontein) 1994-95. Avge. 19.73 
One century. Fifties: 9. Bowling: 71 
wickets for 2466 runs. Avge. 34.73. 
BB 6-29 vs England (Colombo) 

1992-93. Catches 37. World Cup: 
Debut vs Zimbabwe (New Plymouth) 
1992. Matches 6. Batting: 5-0-74-32 
vs Zimbabwe (New Plymouth) 1992. 
Avge. 14.80. Bowling: No wickets for 
44 runs. Catches 4. 


KALUWITHARANA, ROMESH 
SHANTHA (Sebastianites) b 
Colombo 24 November, 1969. Right 
handed batsman/wicket-keeper. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs India (Goa ) 
1990-91. Matches 40. Batting: 
37-3-535-77 vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1995-96. Avge. 15.73. 
Fifties 3. Wicket-keeping/fielding: 
catches 26, stumpings 12. World Cup: 
Yet to appear. 


VAAS, WARNAKULASURIYA 
PATABENDIGE USHANTHA 
JOSEPH CHAMINDA (Western 
Province North) b Colombo 27 
January. 1974. Left-handed 
batsman/Left-arm medium fast 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Rajkot) 1993-94. Matches 40. 
Batting: 24-13-197-33 vs Pakistan 
(Colombo) 1994-95. Avge. 17.90. 
Bowling: 50 wickets for 1302 runs. 
Avge. 26.04. BB 4-19 vs Zimbabwe 
(Harare) 1994-95. Catches 7. World 
Cup: Yet to appear. 
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ATHERTON, MICHAEL ANDREW 
(Lancashire) Captain, b Manchester 
23 March 1968. Right-handed 
batsman. One-day Intis: Debut vs 
India (Leeds) 1990. Matches 31. 
Batting 31 -2-1214-127 vs West Indies 
(Lord's) 1995. Avge. 41.86. One 
century. Fifties 9. Catches 11. World 
Cup; Yet to appear. 

CORK, DOMINIC GERALD 
(Derbyshire) b New Castle-on-Lyme 7 
August, 1971. Right-handed 
batsman/Right-arm fast medium 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut vs 
Pakistan (Manchester) 1992. Matches 
14. Batting 8-0-56-21 vs South Africa 
(Port Elizabeth) 1995-96. Avge. 7.00. 
Bowling: 21 wickets for 608 runs. 
Avge. 28.95. BB 3-27 vs West Indies 
(Lord's) 1995. No catches. World Cup; 
Yet to appear. 

GOUGH, DARREN (Yorkshire) b 
Barnsley 18 September 1970. 
Right-handed batsman/right-arm fast 
bowler. One-day Intis; Debut vs New 
Zealand (Birmingham) 1994. 

Matches 16. Batting: 12-3-93-45 vs 
Australia (Melbourne) 1994-95. 

Avge. 10.33. Bowling: 28 wickets for 
551 runs. Avge. 19.67. BB 5-44 vs 
Zimbabwe (Sydney) 1994-95. 

Catches 3. World Cup: Yet to appear, 

THORPE, GRAHAM PAUL (Surrey) 
bFarnham 1 August 1969. 
Left-handed batsman/right-arin 
medium pacer. One-day Intis; Debut 
vs Australia (Manchester) 1993 
Matches 19. Batting: 19-1-586-89 vs 
Zimbabwe (Brisbane) 1994-95. Avge. 
32.55. Fifties 5. Catches 10. World 
Cup: Yet to appear. 

FAIRBROTHER, NEIL HARVEY 
(Lancashire) b Warrington 9 
September 1963. Left-handed 


Eagland will look up to capttin Miko Athoiton 
todolivortotliointhoir Niat World Cup win 
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batsman, occasional left-arm medium 
pater. One-day Intis; Debut vs India 
(Sharjah) 1986-87. Matches 51. 

Batting: 49-11 -1451 -113 vs West 
Indies (Lord's) 1991. Avge. 38.18. 

One century. Fifties 11. Bowling: No 
wickets for 9 runs. Catches 22. World 
Cup: Debut vs India (Perth) 1992. 

Matches 9. Batting: 7-2-285-75^ vs 
South Africa (Melbourne) 1992. 

Avge. 57.00 No bowling. Catches 6. 


SOUTH AFRlG^i 


CRONJE, WESSEL JOHANNES 
'HANSIE' (Orange Free Slate) 
captain, b Bloemlonieitt 25 
September 1969. Right-handed 
batsman/righi-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1991-92^’Matches 77. 
Batting 74-11-2253-1 12 vs Australia 
(Johannesburg) 1993-94 Avge. 
35.76. Centuries 2. Fifties 12. 
Bowling: 54 wickets for 1800 runs. 
Avge. 33.33. BB 5-32 vs India (Cape 
Town) 1992-93. Catches 28 World 
Cup: Debut vs Australia (Sydney') 

1992. Matches 8. Baiting. 

6-3-102-47^ vs Pakistan (Brisbane) 

1992. Avge. 34.00 Bowling: 2 wickets 
lor 85 runs. Avge. 42,50 HB 2-17 vs 
New Zealand (Auckland) 1992. 
Catches 3. 

DONALD, ALLAN ANTHONY 
.(Orange Free State) b Bloemfontein 
20 October, 1966. Right-hand 
batsman/right-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Calcutta) 1991-92. Matches 57. 
Batting: 18-9-34-7^ vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1993-94. Avge. 3.77 
Bowling 81 wickets for 2069 runs. 
Avge. 25.54. BB 5-29 vs India 
(Calcutta) 1991 -92. Catches 7. World 


In fair waathar or foul, Enolaifo will dopani 
lot on ono-day apocialiat Noil Fairbrotbor 





Cup; Debut vs Australia (Sydney) 
1992. Matches 9 Batting 1 -0-3-3 vs. 
Sri I.anka (Wellington) 1992 Avge. 
3.00. Bowling: 13 wickets for 329 
runs. Avge 25.30 BB 3-34 vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1992. One catch. 


MCMILLAN, BRIAN MERVIN 
(Western Province) b Weikorn 22 
December 1963. Right-handed 
batsman/right-arm fast medium 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Calcutta) 1991-92 Matchcs48. 
Batting: 33-10-599-127 vs Zimbabwe 
(Harare) 1995-96. Avge 26.04, One 
century. Bowling: 44 wickets for 1652 
runs. Avge 37.54 BB 4-32 vs India 
(Port Elizabeth) 1992-93. Catches 28. 
World Cup debut vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1992. Matches 9. Batting: 
5-3-125-33^ vs New Zealand 
(Auckland) 1992. Avge. 62.50. 
Bowling: 11 wickets for 306 runs. 

I Avge.27.81. BB 3-30vsZimbabwe 

I (Canberra) 1992. Catches 4. 


POLLOCK, SHAUN MacLEAN 
(Natal) b Port Elizabeth 16.luly, 1973. 
Right-handed batsman/righi-arm fast 
medium bowler. One-day Intis; Debut 
vs England (CaiteTowii) 1995-96. 
Matches 7. Batting; 6-3-96-66A vs 
England (CapeTown) 1995-96. Avge. 
32.00. Bowling: 13 wickets for 212 
runs. Avge. 16.30. BB4-34 vs England 
(Cape Town) 1995-96. Catches 2. 
World Cup; Yet to appear. 


RHODES, JONATHAN NEIL 
(Natal) b Pietermaritzburg 26 July, 

1969. Right-handed batsman 
occasional Right-arm medium pacer. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1992-92 Matches, 75. 
Batting; 72-10-1745-66 vs Australia 
(Port Elizabeth) 1993-94. Avge. 

28.14. Fifties 6. Catches 27. World 
Cup: Debut vs Australia (Sydney) 


Brian McMillan will hava to provida 
conaiaiant support to Mian Donald H South 
Mriea arc to como up trumps 





1992 Matches 9. Batting; 8-1-132-43 
vs England (Sydney) 1992. Avge. 
18.85 Catches 4. 


UAE 


SULTAN ZAR A WANl (Sharjah 
Club) Captain, B Dubai 24 January, 

1962. Right-handed lower-order 
batsman/leg spinner. One-day Intis; 
Debut vs India (Shaijah) 1993-94. 
Matches 2. Batting; 2-0-10-6 vs 
Pakistan (Shaijah) 1993-94. Avge. 
5.00. Bowling; 1 wickets for 48 runs. 
Avge. 48.00. BB I -22 vs Pakistan 
(Shaijah) 1993-94. No catches. 

SALEEM RAZA (National Bank of 
Abu Dhabi) B Lahore 26 December 
1962. Right-handed 
batsman/off-break bowler. One-day 


Intis; Debut vs India (Sharjah) 
1993-94. Matches 2. Batting; 

2-0-22-16 vs Pakistan (Sharjah) 
1993-94. Avge. 11.00. Bowling; 2 
wickets for 71 runs. Avge. 35.50. BB 

1- 17 vs Pakistan (Sharjah) 1993-94. 

MAZHAR HUSSAIN (Union 
National Bank) B Lahore 25 October 
1967. Right-handed 
batsman/Leg-break bowler. One-day 
Intis; Debut vs India (Sharjah) 
1993-94. Matches 2. Batting 

2- 0-80-70 vs India (Sharjah) 
1993-94. Avge. 40.00. One fifty. No 
catches. 

MEHRA, VIJAY (New Medical 
Centre) B New York 17 Oaober, 

TIm 18 World Cup will bo Sutton Zorowoni's 
ond UAE's acid lost and tho country's 
crickoting foitunos will dopond o lot on this 
toumamont 



1963. Right-handed middle-order, 
batsman. One-day Intis; Debut vs 
India (Shaijah) 1993-94. Matches 2. 
Batting; 2-0-48-43 vs India (Sharjah) 
1993-94. Avge. 24. No catches. 


WEST INDIES I 


BISHOP, IAN RAPHAEL (Trinidad 
6rTobago) B 24 Oaober, 1967. 
Right-handed batsman/right-arm fast 
bowler. One-day Intis; Debut vs 
England (Leeds) 1988. Matches 66. 
Batting: 33-14-270- 3 3* vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1989-90. Avge. 14.21 
Bowling: 105 wickets for 2441 runs. 
Avge. 23.24. BB 5-25 vs Pakistan 
(Brisbane) 1992-93. Catches 11. 
World Cup: Yet to appear. 

GIBSON, OTIS DELROY (Barbados) 
B 16 March 1969. Right-handed 
batsman, right-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis; Debut vs England 
(Lord's) 1995. Matches 10. Batting; 
8-1-1 31-52 vs Australia (Brisbane; 
1995-96. Avge. 18.71. One fifty. 
Bowling; 28 wickets for 422 runs. 
Avge. 15.07. BB 5-40 vs Australia 
(Brisbane) 1995-96. Catches 3. World 
Cup; Yet to appear. 

WALSH, COURTNEY ANDREW 
(Jamaica) B Kingston 30 Oiiober, 
1962. Right-handed 
baisman/Righi-arm fast bowler. 
One-day Intis; Debut vs Sri Lanka 
(Hobart) 1994-95. Matches 150. 
Batting; 55-23-259-30 vs India 
(Calcutta) 1994-95. Avge. 8.09 
Bowling; 166 wickets for 5033 runs. 
Avge. 30.31 BB5-I vs Sri Lanka 
(Sharjah) 1986-87. Catches 19. World 
Cup; Debut vs England (Gujranwala) 
1987. Matches 6. Batting: 3-1-18-9* 
vs Sri Lanka (Kanpur) 1987. Avge. 
9.00. Bowling; 9 wickets for 229 runs. 
Avge. 25.44. BB 4-40 vs Pakistan 
(Lahore) 1987, One catch. 

LARA, BRIAN CHARLES (Trinidad 
&■ Tobago) B Santa Cruz, Trinidad 2 
May, 1969. Left-handed 
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batsinan/occasional leg break bowler. 
One-day Inils; Debui vs Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1990-91. Matches 92. 
Baiting: 91-7- 3702-169 vs Sri Lanka 
(Sharjah) 1995-96. Avge. 44.07. 
Centuries 6. Fifties 27. Bowling: No 
wickets for 22 runs. Catches 45. World 
Cui); Debut vs Pakistan (Melbourne) 

1992. Matches 8. Batting; 

8-1-313-88* vs Pakistan (Melbourne) 
1992. Avge 47.57. Fifties 4. Catches 2. 

AMBROSE, CURTLEY ELCON 
LINDWALL (Leeward Islands) B 
Swetes Village Antigua 21 September, 
1963. Right-handed batsman/ 
right-arm last medium bowler. 
One-day Intis: Debut vs Pakistan 
(Kingston) 1987-88. Matches 122. 
Batting: 64-28-403-26* vs Pakistan 
(Sharjah) 1989-90. Avge. 11.19 
Bowling; 164 wickets lor 3789 runs. 
Avge. 2 3.10 BB 5-17 vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1988-89. Catches 33. 
World Cup: Debut vs Pakistan 
(Melbourne) 1992. Matches 7. 

Batting; 4-1-33-15* vs Sri Lanka 


(Beni) 1992. Avge. 11.00 Bowling: 7 
wickets for 235 runs. Avge. 33.57 BB 
2-24 vs India and Sri Lanka (Berri) 

1992. One catch. 

H Curtity AfflbroM cm turn up Iha heat tba 
opposition botsmon will hove to scurry for 



ZIMBABWE 


BRAIN, DAVID HAYDEN b 
Salisbury 4 October 1964. Right 
handed batsman/left-arm medium 
pacer. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 
(Harare) 1992-93. Matches 23. 
Batting: 18-4-117-27 vs India 
(Faridabad) 1992-93. Avge. 8.35. 
Bowling; 21 wickets for 498 runs. 

BRANDES, EDDO ANDRE b Port 
Shepstonc (South Africa) 5 March 
1963. Right handed 
batsman/right-arm fast medium 
bowler. One-day Intis: Debut vs New 
Zealand (Hyderabad) 1987-88 
Matches25. Batting: 19-3-187-55 vs 
Sri Lanka (Shaijah) 1992-93 
Avge.l 1.68. One:fi(ty. Bowling: 30 
wickets for 1039 runs. Avge. 34.63. 
BB4-21 vs England (Albury) 

1991-92. Catches 5. World Cup: 
Debut vs New Zealand (Hyderabad) 
1987. Matches 12. batting: 9-3-92-23 
vs Australia (Hobart) 1992. Bowling; 
16 wickets lor 508 runs. Avge. 31.75 
BB4-21 vs England (Albury) 1992. 
Catches 4. 

FLOWER, ANDREW Captain b r.ipe 
Town 28 April 1968. Left-handed 
batsman/wicket keeper/occasional 
off-break bowler. One-day Intis: 
Debut vs Sri Lanka (New Plymouth) 
1991-92 Matches 36. Batting; 

35-2-1032-115* vs Sri I,anka (New 
Plymouth) 1991-92. Avge. 31.27. 

One century. Fifties 7. Wicket 
keeping: catches 32 stumpings 5. 
World Cup: Debut vs Sri Lanka (New 
Plymouth) 1992. Matches 8. Batting; 
8-2-246-115* vs Sri Lanka (New 
Plymouth) 1992. Avge. 41.00. One 
century. Catches 6. Stumping 1. 

Avge. 40.42. BB 3-51 vs Pakistan 
(Sharjah) 1992-93. Catches 6. World 
Cup: Yet to appear. 

FLOWER, GRANT WILLIAM b 
Salisbury 20 December 1970. 
Right-handed batsman/ slow left-arm 
. spinner. One-day Intis: Debut vs India 







(Harare) 1992-93. Matches 26. 
Batting: 24-1 -624-84* vs England 
(Sydney) 1994-95. Avge. 27.13. 

Fifties 5. Bowling 13 wickets for 490 
runs. Avge. 37.69. BB 3-15 vs 
Australia (Perth) 1994-95. Catches 
14. World Cup: Yet to appear. 

STREAK, HEATH HILTON b 
Bulawayo 16 March 1974. 
Right-handed hatsman/right-arm fast 
medium bowler. One-day Intis: Debut 
vs South Africa (Bangalore) 1993-94. 
Matches 18.Batting: 14-5-134-23* vs 
South Africa (Harare) 1995-96. Avge. 

14.88. Bowling: 25 wickets (or 661 
runs. Avge. 26.44. BB 4-25 vs South 
Africa (Harare) 1995-96. Catches 2. 
World Cu(): Yet to appear. 


KENYA 


MAURICE ODUMBE—Age 25 
(Captain) One of the most stylish 
batsmen in Kenya who bats in the 
uppei middle order. He has 
represented Kenya regularly and 
played in the ICC Trophy in 1990 and 
1994. In the 1094 semi-linal, 
legislered his highest total of 1 58 not 
out against Rennuda. Played league 
cricket in Wales in 1991-92. 

Captained Kenya in the Triangular 
Tournament against Holland and UAE 
and also on the 1995 tout of 
Bangladesh. Maurice is also a fine 
right arm off-break bowler and an 
excellent lielder 

ASIF KARIM—^Age 32 (vice captain) 
One of the t>est left arm spinners, 
pnMluced by Kenya. He is the most 
expel ienced player in the team being 
a regular player since 1980 and 
represented Kenya in the 1986,1990 
and 1994, ICC Trophies. Has on 
occasions captained Kenya. He is also 
a Liselul middle order batsman, has 
represented Kenya in Tennis in the 
Davis Cup. 

STEVE TIKOLO—Age 24. He is a 
very hard hitting right hand batsman 




with a quick eye and good reflexes. 
Has been Kenya's most prolific scorer 
in the last 3 seasons, creating a record 
in the 1994 league season scoring 
1959 runs with six centuries and 2 
double centuries. Scored centuries 
against U.A.E. and Holland in the 
Triangular in 1994. Has played in 
Wales and South Africa as a 
proft ssional. He is a very useful 
bowler whether bowling spin or 
medium pace with the new ball. Was 
voted second runner-up in the 
National Sportsman of the Year 
awards for 1994. 

EDWARD (Tito) ODUMBE— 

I Another very experienced player 


having made his debut in 1984 and 
represented Kenya in the 1986,1990 
and 1994 ICC Trophies. He is a fine 
allrounder, right arm medium pace 
seam bowler, and an attacking 
batsman, who always rises on big 
occasions. Has captained Kenya a few 
times 


MARTIN OREWA ODUMBE—Age 
27. Right arm fast opening bowler, 
and a more than u.setui right hand 
lower order batsman wh(j is capable of 
some big batting. He played m the 
1994 ICC Trophy and as a professional 
in Wales for 2 years. One of the three 
Oduinbe brothers in the team. 
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PAUL JAN BARKER 
,Quick(Hague),age 37. 

The first Dutch cricket player to play 
county cricket, played for Hampshire 
(1985-1992), receiving his cap in 
1989. Played in two ICC Trophy Finals 
in 1986 and 1990. 

Profession: Cricket Club Manager 

Matches: 32 

Batting: R.H.Iower order, 142 
runs,inn.l4, n.o.5, h.s. 25. 

Bowling: R.H.Opening bowler, 860 


runs, 59 wickets. 

Catches:4 

PETER CANTRELL ,Kampong 
Utrecht, age 32. 

Played 4 years for Queensland 
Sheffield Shield cricket. Has played in 
the Netherlands since 1985, 
consistently being at the top of the 
aggregates and averages. 

Highest score vs Victoria 172* 
Profession: Golf Professional 
Matches: 24 

Batting: R.H.Opening Batsman, 

1200 runs, inn.24, n.o.4, h .s. 109. 
Bowling: R.H.413 runs, 12 wickets- 
Catches: 11 


STEVEN LUBBERS, Hermes DVS 
Schiedam, age 42. 

Played his first official game for 
Holland in 1972. Has played in every 
ICC Trophy Tournament since the 
surt in 1979. Captain since 1988. 
Highest run getter in local cricket 
history. 

Profession: P.E. Teacher 

Matches: 154 

Batting: R.H.Top order, 2946 runs, 
143 inn., n.o.25, h.s. 105* 

Bowling: R.H.off spin, 3221 runs, 
125 wickets. 

Catches: 81 


NOLAN CLARKE, Sparta 
Rotterdam, age 46. 

Represented Barbados from 
1970-1977, played 26 matches, taking 
27 catches. Represented Holland in 
ICC Trophy Tournaments in 1990 and 
1994, scoring over 300 runs on each 
occasion. Leading six scorer at the 
Hong Kong Sixes in 1994. 

Top run getter in domestic cricket 
for a number of years, scoring over 
2000 runs in 1994. 

Profession: Player, coach. 

Matches: 76 

Batting: R.H. Opening batsman, 
2786 runs, inn.74, n.o.9, h.s. 154. 

Bowling: R.H. Part time off spriiner, 
299 runs, 11 wickets. 

Catches: 28 


FLORIS JANSEN, Kampong 
Utrecht, age 32. 

Regular member of the Dutch team 
since 1987. Played ICC Trophy 
Tournaments in 1990 and 1994. One 
of the leading wicket takers in 
domestic cricket for a number of years 
with over 300 wickets totally. 

Profession: Publishing Company 
Executive. 

Matches: 76 

Batting: R.H. lower order, 265 runs, 
39inn.,n.o. 12, h.s. 32. 

Bowling: R.H.Swing bowler, 2389 
runs, 119 wickets. 

Catches: 16 
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THE EARLY DAYS! 


A photographic look at the hype—and the disappointments—leading 
up to the Wills World Cup 



(Top) The Opening Coremony of 
the Wilts World Cup was 
supposed to be a ceremony that 
would overshadow any 
ceremony held before in the 
world, but nothing in the hour - and 
a -half long coremony was worth 
alt the hype. It will go down in 
history as an event that just did 
not take off. Pofiticians even 
cafled for the arrest of the 
organisers 
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(Bottom lift) West Bengal chief 
ffliniater Jyoti Basu (according to 
Brian Langlay it was the governor 
Jyoti Krishnal) waves to the 
crowd while Mr.Dalm^a, 
Mr.Madhsv Rao Scindia and tha 
higgest disappointment of tha 
evening, compare Saaad Jeffrey 
look on 


(Right) The laser show was 
supMsed to be the high poim of 
the Oooning Ceremony, out 
Gianfranco Lunetla's much hyped 
up show (conducted without a 
single rehearsal) did not take 
off.Tha weather ensured that the 
display, as well as the ceremony, 
as a whole were gone with the 
wind 


(Bottom) While the other 
photographers were busy 
concentrating on the Opening 

I Ceremony, this photographer 
decided to click something 
different. As a result he got this 
breathtaking view of Calcutta's 
skyline from the Eden Gardens 
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(Top and inset) One for the official 
album. The Indian team pose for 
the customary photograph at the 
Opening ceremony, while the 
host captain gives the cellular 
poople a free advertisement. 

Will we see them as the proud 
winners of the tournament in a 
few weeks time? 


(Top left) On March 17, one man among 
these 12. will be the hero of millions of his 
countrymen. For our sake let's hope it's the 
gentleman on the extreme right 


(Bottom Left) The ICC-riicom meeting in 
progress, to discuss the Colombo boycott. 
Even after much deliberation, the 
stalemate regarding Australia’s and West 
Indies' playing in Sri Lanka was not 
resoived amicably .The ICG’s lack of power 
came to tha fore yet again, but Pilcom stood 
by its word and did not reiocate the 
matches to be played in Sri Lanka. It 
instead awarded a friendly match 
comprising the Indians, Pakistanis and the 
Sri Lankans to the island nation 
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(Topl'The only way you could 
come to harm as a crickotor in 
Calcutta is to be killed with 
kindness."—Ian Chappell after 
the felicitation coromony in 
Calcutta-Former and present 
World Cup captains with officials 
of the BCCI and other diBnitarias 
at the Salt Lake Stadium function 
named Cricket for Harmony 
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(Right) The players, past and 
present were overwhelmed by 
the response they got from the 
cricket crazy Calcuttans who 
pocked the stands at Salt Lake 
stadium at a ceremony the day 

e rior to the opening of the Wills 
forld Cup. Hore Mohammad 
Azharuddin, Sachin Tendulkar 
and Asif Iqbal share a lighter 
moment during their ride in the 
horse -drawn carriage around the 
iladium 
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I T was a pity that India were 

humiliated in the Wills World Cup 
even before the first ball of the 
tournament was bowIcd.The 
reference is, of course, to the opening 
ceremony at the Eden Gardens which 
would not have done a local cricket 
tournament proud, leave alone one of 
the magnitute of the World Cup ol 


history of sport'. In the end, the (>nly 
thing grand about it was that it was a 
grand flop. 

Calcuttans love their sport and are 
very accommodating even when they 
are being short-chatiged. That 
character trait perhaps saved the 
90-minute programme from being 
booed to a halt. But that didn't stop 
them from lamenting about the 
humiliatUm that they, their 
magnificent stadium, their city and 
the c»)untry faced by the fact that the 
farce was aired to the entire cricketing 



R wn suppotad to be India's show piece to the world, but the Opening Ceremony was a 
classic example of mediocrity beamed around the world 


cricket. 

The show that evening in Calcutta 
could have given comedian Jaspal 
Bhatti's television programme, "The 
Flop Show"a good run for its money 
as far as the title is concerned. Never 
before have so many people expected 
so much and received so little in 
return than the 110,000 who braved 
the traffic and scrounged around for 
tickets to witness what vwi0pjfe|^as' 
the grandest opening erf^oh^i^i^ie 

• V ' 


world and beyond. 

There were many villians of the 
piece. But top honours must go to 
compere Saeed laffrey who, with all 
due respect to his acting skills, ought 
lo limit himself to that area ol 
entertainment. He bungled the names 
of the teams, the name of the 
organising committee, (PILCO) he 
called it, instead of (PILCOM), and 
even tfie official name of the 
tournament. In the midst of other 


unnecessary light-hearted banter and 
unlorgivable howlers, he was forced 
to keep apologising lor his mistakes. If 
the entire show in itself was totally 
amateurish in presentation, then 
Jaffrey went about his job as if he were 
the master of ceremonies at an 
informal cricketing dinner rather than 
the offical opening of the most 
prestigious cricket tournament on 
planet earth. 

Is Ananda Shankar the best talent 
India has to show to the world'' 
Moreover, the official theme 
s<mg—if you noticed, there was 
one—sounds more like a jingle selling 
undergarments than a serious attempt 
to promote harmony, which, by the 
way, is the theme of this Wills World 
Cup. The opening ceremony lacked 
harmony as it did focus, emotion and 
prolessionalism. Perhaps, the great 
Italian art director Gianiranco Lunetta 
also fell prey to the contagious 
amateurism wfien he failed to 
accommodate the wind factor in his 
laser show which many said paled in 
romparision to some of tlie 
illumination during C.alimia's pii)as 

Someone even commented that i hr 
fireworks were the leftovers from ihi’ 
Diwali collection ol a senior CAR 
membei's house. Another lommeni 
was that since t he sarees lor the ladies 
accompanying the captains of the 
twelve teams didn't arrive in time, 
that could also have been got from the 
wife of I he same official 

The lournament has been scarred 
by controversy and uncertainty ever 
since the representatives ol the i iirce 
sub-continenial nations wcni lo 
London exactly three years ago lo 
fight for the righi to bring cricket's 
biggest tournament back to this pan ol 
the world. And it the happenings on 
the days before the World Cup is any 
indication, then we Indians will have 
to bear plenty more humiliation in the 
month to come. Of course, if 
Azharuddin and his men can go all the 
way, then that would be our only 
saving grace. 

Keep your fingers crossedi 
Andy O'Brien 
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If ;^ou really love your mo[)ed (and we think you 
do), you'll insist on Kinetic Servo Genuine 
2T ^)om. A revolutionary engine cHI specially 
developed tor mopeds 

Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zoom, has been 
indigenously developed at Indianoil's R&D Centre, 
one ol Asia’s most advanced The Kinetic Servo 


How you choose 
your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


Genuine 2T Zoom helps beep your eng^e clean 
and healthy. Thereby making your engine 
perform better. Day after day. Year after year. 

Ask for Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zcxtm at 
Indianoil petrol stations or vehicle and service 
dealers of Kinetic Engineering. It's one way 
of telling your moped how much you care! 



KINETIC SERVO GBHUINB 2T ZOOM 


Because 50cc engines need lOOf? care 
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PULP HCnON! 



A the Indian team's 
Bangalore camp 
tailor-made for their 
World Cup campaign? 

They say seeing is 
believing. What Robin 
Chatterjee saw was 
unbelievable 

T was all a dream. Slightly obtuse 
’ bul,neverthelcss,crystal dear. 
Would it be prudent to attempt a 
total recall? Yawn.here goes... 
Just what is it with Indian manager, 
Ajit Wadekar? I mean he's so sauve 
and savvy with the press. He's the guy 


who answers—^whilc smiling 
indulgently at all the journalists who 
are 'expected’to understand him—all 
the questions that are directed at 
Indian captain, Mohammad 
Azharuddin. He's the dude who deftly 
tackles, in his sofuinimitablc way, 
barrage after barrage of heavy artillery 
from the media by singing Christmas 
carols to his critics. He's so sweet. 

Diabetic? 

But then labelling Wadekar as just a 
cricket manager does rtot do him full 
justice. 

So you think, obviously, that 
Wadekar is the guy that you have to 
get past, the last security measure in a 
plethora of security measures, that the 
BCCI has laid down for the benefit of 
Indian cricketers. And, armed with 
that knowledge, you request him for 
permission to interview Player X. 


"Sorry,” he says,his face illustrating 
that anaemic smile. 'But you might 
just jeopardise his career." 

"But it's a personal piece." 

"Sorry, but these are the guidelines 
laid down by the BCCI (and.to some 
extent,Wadekar's Code of Condua). 
You can jeopardise the cricketer's 
career." 

Apparently.this jeopardy of our 
cricketers' careers doesn't take place 
when certain 'favoured' media people 
approach the manager.Therefore.it 
wouldn't be unfair to say that the 
manager's implementation of the 
BCCI regulation, together with his 
own code of conduct.is conveniently 
flexible. 

Moreover, do Wadekar's code and 

Hi* Indian Mam go through thair pacat at 
tha World Cup camp at Bangalora 











BCCI regulations permit players to Board in order to facilitate the Indian number of tune-ups by the Indian 

shoot for television and other team's 'ideal' preparation for the team.Things went more or less 

commercials during the course of the Wills World Cup.Let us complement smoothly for the first couple of 

catnp? them on the following: days—since nothing much was going 

A pity really that some media Ideal choice of venue: The on anyway—till it was suddenly 

persons were less privileged,for there weather in Bangalore was absolutely announced that the venue was to be 

were so many good stories at this superb.So obviously.it provided changed to Baroda. 

camp at Bangalore.But.at any perfea conditions for conduaing a The reason? Bangalore was not 

rate,one could not help but marvel at pro-World Cup camp.After upto the mark.The praaice wickets 

the foolproof measures taken by the allBangaiore has played host to a were seaming,something that the 
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VMkalpaii Raju and Rahul Dravkl |riBlit|.Ona 
ia atill litliiig OAtha faaca whila dw olliar has 
jaatiuloflit 

Indian batsmen were not equipped to 
handle (sic),the stadium was 
under-prepared,not adequately 
equipped for practice under 
floodlights and a couple of cricketers 
had fallen prey to what is fast gaining 


Prepared with 0 proven! 
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penetroting action, Eutherio 
quickly relieves muscular 
aches and pains, sinus, headaches, 
arthritis, backaches, neuralgia. 

1 ^ What’s more, Eutherio is: 

* Non-greasy ★ Non-staining * Non-irritont. 


And costs 0 lot less than it should 
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prominence as the Bangalore Belly. 

And then, as the days for the change 
of venue to Baroda(?) drew near,the 
wickets stopped seaming (they started 
spinning),the players were fit,the 
floodlight problem was sorted out (it 
would be done in Calcutta) and thus 
Baroda was put on hold. 

The camp: And then the Indian 
team's preparations for the World 
Cup began in earnest. How did these 
problems son themselves out? 
Foresight. It had to happen.The 
selectors.the tour committee and the 
BCCl spend most of their time in their 
private universe. 

How clearly do they sec the world 
from their vantage point? 

Communication: Most cricket 
officials and those that are closely 
connected with the game have set up 
a very effective means of 
communication.This is not to say that 
their meifiods merit comparison with 


E-Mail,the Internet or the 
Information Super-highway but 
nevertheless, they have taken an 
important step forward.Each 
luminary who could contribute in 
some small way was briefed about his 
role and thereafter told to help out the 
cricketers in the manner they saw 
fit.The first to report was Sunil 
Gavaskar in his special role of advisor. 

SMG started to impart motivational 
lectures to the players since he hadn't 
been told what role he was to play in 
the first place.And. with the Board not 
defining what role the advisors(or 
anyone else) were to play, the 
manager and SMG were forced to 
operate on different air-waves 
(something like Modi Telstra and 
Usha Martin Telecom) and so SMG 
himself admitted that he did not know 
if there was anything specific to teil 
the players.he told them what he 
thought best.And Wadekar did not 


know what Gavaskar was to tell them 
and neither did he tell him what to tell 
them.But he put things in perspective 
by saying, "Just by talking he can 
instill confidence." 

No doubts about that whatsoever, 
but doesn't it all sound confusing? But 
that's what happens if you miss a 
couple of signs on the 
info-superhighway. 

Efflcacy:And,in this day and age of 
communication, time is of the 
essence.So.by the time the 
powers-ihal-be tuned in their 
antennae to their respeaivc fields, the 
selectors, already late for the camp, 
took time off from their gruelling 
schedules to go to Belgaum, where 
they could play a charity match as well 
as discuss the formation ttf the Indian 
team. Belgaum.by the way.is quite 
close to Bangalore.lt is,in fact.on thi. 
border of Karnataka and 
Maharashira.To get there you have to 
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take a flight to Goa and from Goa it is a 
two-hour journey by bus, -which is 
what our selectors did. 

So the selectors left for 
Belgaum.They had not checked out 
on all the players—^young,talented 
hopefuls like Rahul Dravid, Vikram 
Rathore.Paras Mhambrey etc.But 
there was no need to. With reams of 
data available on tried and tested 
produas, where was the need for new 
machinery? Upgrading was not in 
their brief.They did ponder over a few 
names...but briefly. 

Since the date for the 
announcement of the team was 
January 22,the selectors were not 
perturbed.They had already selected 
the Indian team for the World 
Cup.Once the team was 
seleaed, veterans like Kapil Dev, 
Venkataraghavan and Ravi Shastri 
were asked to help motivate the 


players further through practice and 
lectures. 

To announce the team before the 
due date went against the selectors' 
philosophy.so they made efforts to 
ensure that no player would be made 
to feel indispensible. A trial match was 
organised.The camp hopefuls divided 
themselves into two teams with a little 
bit of local support.and went through 
the motions because there was no one 
to impress, as the seleaors were not 
present.After the match.the manager 
observed how he was pleased with the 
bowling and the fielding (two areas 
which the Indian team arc expected to 
buckle under). 

D-Day: And,on January 22, when 
the Indian team was announced,the 


Hm Miaa laam coMMiiplaln Ufa MUM nab 
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chief seleaor.Gundappa Vlshwanath 
handled the press conference with 
aplomb.He told the journalists, quite 
confidently, that Rahul Dravid had 
not been chosen as Manjrekar was 
more experienced and that the team 
needed a south-paw like Vinod 
Kambli.Moreover,Dravid would not 
have been able to handle the 
pressure.So, for all practical 
purposes,Dravid's career as a cricketer 
was put on hold .This the selectors 
knew even before they had 
'blooded' him.They did have a 
chance to indua either Dravid or 
Rathore into the team during the 
series against New Zealand but 
possibly they thought they couldn't 
handle the pressure of playing a New 
Zealand attack on the pitches where 
they had scored tons of runs .But the 
chief seleaor handled the issue so 
well,the press ran out of questions and 
went ahead and announced the 
Indian team the next day.It couldn't 
have been bctter.The entire country 
was excited! 

The Bangalore camp—at the time of 
writing—was being conducted 
smoothly.There were many new 
areas of strategy that the Indian team 
had touched upon and.needless to 
say.the cricketers were full of 
confidence and raring to go.The camp 
was conduced according to very high 
siandards,and as for the 
floodlights,that problem would be 
sorted out in Calcutta itself.Kapil Dev 
was there as advisor as well, but he 
spent only two hours with the boys. 

Quality time.But then even that 
came to an end.To put the players out 
of their misery, the camp,thanks to 
some BCCI foresight, was cut short 
when the hotel bookings ran out. 

It really would not be an 
exaggeration to say that India are now 
well prepared to win this World 
Cup,after all this intense preparation. 

The alarm went off.My 
mother woke me up and told me it 
was time to go to work. • 
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Rrcl Prixt; Celpor taiRviskm, 

Two So<ond Mzti: Storao Two-ln-Ont, 

Third Prizo : Quoriz Wrist Watch, 10 ^selalien PrIzM; 

FM Radies, 50 Early lird Prizes: Cassette Albums 

It's easy! It's fun' All you do is... 

s Mention the name or the (oui teoms who will quoliiy for the lemi 
finals of the 1996 Wills World Cup Cricket Tournament, 
e Mention the overage weight (in gms) of o Rollick's 100ml Vonillo Ice 
Cream Cup with lid. 

e Write a slogan for Rollick's Ice Cream in not more than 6 words 
e Fill your entry form and moil by ordinary post to RO Bag No 7B7, 
Colculto 700 017 or deposit at any of the Rollick's Ice Creom parlours 
(name and address given below] within 29th Februory 1996_ 


ENTRY FORM FOR 


CRICKET CONTEST 


o) Names of the four semi finalist teams for the 1996 Wills World 
Cricket Tournament (in block letters) 

1 . 2 . 

3.4. 

b) The average weight of a 100ml Vanilla Ice Cream Cup with 

lid is. 

c) I en|oy Rollick's Ice Creom becouse. 


(Complete the sentence in not more than sis words) 

Name- Mr./Mrs./Miss. 

Address-. 


1 Results will be published in Telegraph on 30lh March 1996 

2 Entry fonnt olso available ot all the Rollick poHours (os mentioned below) 

■ The Rollick Faint 6 Loudon Street, Colculta 700 017. ■ The Rollick 
Shoppe. t9/S, Block 'AT New Alipoie, Calcutta 700 0S3. ■ The Rollick 
Comer: 29/1A Ballygunge Circulor Rood, Calcutta 700 019. ■ The Rollick 
Room BE-8 Soil lake CHy, ColcuHa 700 064. ■ The Rollick Slop. 
Ballygunge Circubr Rood, Calcutta 700 019. 

Hurry! Centatl cIomi on 29th Fobruory 1996. 

Ruloi 

1. The contest is open to oil residing In Indio. 2 No proof of purchase or entry 
lee required. 3. Incomplete entries will be rejected i. Entries will be judged by 
o panel of judges, whose decision will be linol and binding, no corresporsdence 
will be enterloined In this matter 5. Employees ond their r^otives of Induss Ice 
Creom and Write Wing Advertising can not poiticipote in this contest. 6. Rollick 
> will not be responsible for entries delayed lost or damaged in transit. 7, Friies 
ore not convertible to cosh. S. All entries will become property of Induss ke 
Creom 9. Any dispute arising out of the contest shall be deckled within the juris- _ 
diction of Calcutta High Court. I 
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BY RICA ROY 


D uring the wiIN world 
Cup beginning February 
14 instead of hunting lor a 
cricket tan glued to his 
transistor radio for the latest store it 
may be worth your while to look lor a 
public phone That is if Sunil 
Gavaskar s Professional Management 
Group (PMG) gets its latest schcnii off 
the pitch 

PMG IS introducing a 
cricket on demand service in the 
form of an interactive computer 
controlled multi line answering 
machine with system management 
facility C ricket tans following the 
Cup closely will be able to call a 
prt determined vore mail number 
and then access it by dialling a fresh set 
of numbers—the services ranging 
from astrological forecasts about the 
teams views of media personalities 
and interesting anecdotes talcs and 
amazing farts on cricket All this will 
last lor about two minutes 
Por cricket quiz lovers PMfiWill 
even offer a daily interactive quiz 
hosted ovc r the telephone itself Three 
questions will be asked with multiple 
choice answers The callers who 
choose the conect answers will be 




Conctruction woik want on in full twring luit 
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picked at randiim t>y ctimpuier and 
the winners announced the next day 
And finally lot fans who merely want 
to know the latest scoie they will not 
be disappointed eithei 
Inaddititm however callers will be 
served little details like who s batting 
at what score how many wickets 
have fallen and the ptevading run 
rate The information wifl be updated 
once every IS minutes And tti ensure 
that all cricket lovers get through 
PMG promises to host 120 telephone 
lines 24 hours a day throughout the 
entire 55-day period of the Wor'd C up 
The callers won t hav e to pa a ly 
sum lor the service but the sp< ns rrs 
will PMC 7 will charge them anvthing 
between Rs 5 and 7 S laxli lor each 
service (fiveinall) 

In retuin thecallet will have to 
bear the sponsor s (ingle cithc'belore 
or after the flash The sponsoi will also 
have the benefit of seeing a sei vice 
namedatici his brand 01 company 
for example wc Icomt 10 the XS Z 
SoapSeon Service' 

The Ufficiai Carriers 

B ritish AIRWAYS Pakistan 
International Airlines and Gull 
Airwavs were among those who v led 
for the honour to become the official 
cairiers But it has been Air India and 
Indian Airlines who have finally 
earned the tag They will IK the 
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cricketers during the 35 days of the 
Cup. "It is a great pleasure for us—the 
two Indian units’, MrRussi Modi, the 
septuagenarian chairman of both Air 
India and Indian Airlines disclosed 
while announcing the news to the 
Press. 

Cup to be on public display 

P ILCOM. the organisers of the Wills 
World Cup, have sprung a surprise 
with the cup itself. The trophy, which 
was designed way back in 1882 by 
Garrand 6- Co., Jewellers to Queen 
Elizabeth II of England, 
was flown into the city and kept for 
public viewing at the Nandan 
complex for at least two days in early 
February. 

Elaborating on how they chanced 
upon the design, Mr Dalmiya said 
they "discovered" the cup during one 
of their trips to London in search of 
the right trophy. The trophy, 
hallmarked more than a century back 
(or the game ot cricket and "not used 
anywhere" according to the 
organisers, was waiting for 114 years 
to be unveiled on an occasion like this. 

Made of sterling silver, the trophy is 
28 inches in height and is being 
suitably remodelled by Hindustan 
Thompson Associates (HTA), the 
designers of the tournament mascot 
Googlee. The cost of producing the 
trophy could not ascertained. 

The remaining trophies for the 
five-week contest are being produced 
by Jaipur-based Arun Industries, who 
designed the Reliance Cup, the rose 
crown of the MRF World Series and 
Hero Cup, 



Sunil Gavaskar hit company PMG hat attabli- 
thud a 'erickal on damand' phono tarvieo lor 
tho World Cup 


How big is the World Cup? 

T he following facts speak for 
themselves: 

a)Largest ever cricketing 
extravaganza. 

b)Spread over three countries 

c)Largest number (12) ol 
participating teams. 

d)Total of 37 matches to be played. 

e)Ovcr 2 million people will watch 
this event in person. 







f) The cumulative worldwide TV 
audience will be comparable to that of 
the soccer World Cup. 

g) Thousands of local police, city 
officials and other staff will be 
involved. 

h) Nearly 2 billion people arc 
expected to watch the final match on 
17th March 

i) Associated advertisement 
expenditure to exceed USD500 
million. 


mB 

j) Saiellite based VSATs being used 
I for data communications. 

k) Morethan 1000 networked 
computers to manage the information 
network. 

l) About 250 people to manage the 
information network. 

m) More than 5000 journalists to 
cover the event. 

n) More than 1500 players, coaches 
& support personnel to take to the 
field. 


SS>*^ 









Pate _ Time (»ST) _ Match _ 

Sun 11 th Feb.'96 18:00 - 20:00 Opening Ceremony - Live 

Wed 14th Feb.'96 9:00 -17:00 Ml - Eng vs NZ. Live from Ahmedabad 

Thurs 15thFeb.'96 9:30-17:30 M2 - SA vs UAE 14th Feb. Live from 

Rawalpindi 

Fri 16thFeb.'96 14:30-22:30 M3 - WI vs Zim. Live from Hyderabad (India) 

Sat 17th Feb.'96 9:00-17:00 M4 - SA vs Aus, Live from Colombo (Sri 

Lanka) _ 

Sat 17th Feb.'96 _ 17:00 - 0:00 M5 - Hoi vs NZ. Delayed from Baroda 

Sun 18th Feb.'96 _ 8:30 -17:00 M6 - Ind vs Ken. Live from Cuttack _ 

Sun 18th Feb.'96 17:00 - 0:00 M7 - Eng vs UAE. Delayed from Peshawar 

Tues 20th Feb.'96 9:30- 17:30 MS - NZ vs SA. Live from Faisalabad 

Wed 21st Feb.'96 9:00 -15:00 M9 - SL vs Zim. Live from Colombo 

Wed 21st Feb.'96 15:00- 22:30 MIO-IndvsWI. Live from Gwalior 

Thurs 22nd Feb.'96 9:30 -17:30 Ml 1 - Eng vs Hoi. Live from Peshawar 

Fri 23rdFeb.'96 9:00 -17:00 M12 - Aus vs Ken. Live from Vizag 
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Sat 24th Feb.'96 9:30-17:30 M13 - Pak vs UAE. Live from Gujranwala 


Sun 25th Feb.'96 

9:00 - , 

. M14 - SL vs WL Live from Colombo 

Sun 25th Feb.'96 

17:00.4’ 0:00 

^15- Eng vs SA. Delayed from Rawalpindi 

Mon 26th Feb.'96 

9:30 r.l 7:30 

M16 - Pak vs Hoi. Live from Lahore 

Mon 26th Feb.'96 

17:30- t);30-' 

‘ M'17 - Ken vs Zim. Delayed from Patna 

Tues27thFeb.'96 

9:30-14:30 

Ml^ - NZ vs UAE. Live from Faisalabad 

lues 27th Feb.'96 

14:30-22:30 

Ml 9 - Ind vs Aus. Live from Bombay 

Thurs 29th Feb.'96 

9:30-17:30 

M20 - Pak vs SA. Live from Karachi 

Thurs 29th Feb.'96 

17:30- 0:30 

M21 - Ken vs Wl. Delayed from Pune 

Fri 1st Mar.'96 

9:00-17:00 

M22 - Aus vs Zim. Live from Nagpur 

Fri lstMar.'96 

17:00-23:00 

M23 - Hoi vs UAE. Live from Lahore 

Sat 2nd Mar.'96 

9:00-17:00 

M24 - Ind vs SL. Live from New Delhi (India) 

Sun 3rd Mar.'96 

9:30-17:30 

M25 - Pak vs Eng. Live from Karachi 

Mon 4th Mar.'96 

9:00 -17:00 

M26;- Aus vs Wl. Live from Kanpur 

Tues 5th Mar.'96 

9:30-17:30 

M27 - Hoi vs SA. Live from Rawalpindi 

Wed 6th Mar.'96 

9:00-17:00 

M28 - Ind vs Zim. Live from Kanpur 

Wed 6thMar.'96 

17:00 - 23:00 

M29 - Pak vs NZ. Live from Lahore 

Thurs 7th Mar.'96 

15:00-22:00 

M30 - SL vs Ken. Delayed from Kandy 

Sat 9th Mar.'96 

9:30-17:30 

M31 - 1st Quarter Final. Live from Faisalabad 

Sat 9th Mar.'96 

17:30- 0:30 

M32 - 2nd Quarter Final (Orig.). Delayed 
from Bangalore (India) 

Mon 11th Mar.'96 

9:30-17:30 

M33 - 3rd Quarter Final. Live from Karachi 

Mon 11th Mar.'96 

17:30- 0:30 

M34 - 4th Quarter Final. Delayed from 

Madras 

Wed 13th Mar.'96 

14:30-22:30 

M35 - 1st Semi Final. Live from Calcutta 

Thurs 14th Mar.'96 

14:30-22:30 

]yi36 - 2nd Semi Final. Live from Chandigarh 

Sun 17th Mar.'96 

15:00-23:00 

M37 - Final. Live from Lahore 
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INDIA'S ROLLER 








COASTER RIDE! 










ndia's one- day fortunes have had many 
ups and downs 


BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 

T had happened over twelve 
years back. Even as the shadows 
lengthened on the ground 
considered the 'Mecca of 
Cricketthere was a riot of 
(elebiationsat Lord's. When Kapil 
Dev Nikhanj was elevated to the rank 
o) Indian cricket captain 13 summers 
ago, he was the first to admit that he 
harbouicd misgivings about the job. 
But barelv six months later, he proved 
an enormously successful captain, 
winning for India the Prudential 
World Ciij). 

Indeed it was under his leadership 
that India became a major force to 
reckon with in limited overs cricket. 
And it was the fighting spirit he 
instilled in his team they said, that 
brought about the change. A miracle' 
had just happened. The Indians 'no 
hopers' had humbled the mighty West 
Indians in the Prudential World Cup 
Final on June 2Sth, 1983 at Lord's. In 
that final, India scored just 183 runs in 
54.4 tivers but humbled West Indies to 
140 runs in 52.0 overs. India won by 
43 runs and emerged as worthy 
winners. 

The Indians had suddenly 
transformed themselves into 'Kapil s’. 
Devils. For millions of fans in a 

The 'S2 World Cup saw India's fall from 
hallowed eminence. Picture shows Pakistan 
celebrating the fall of Srikkanth's wicket 


cricket-mad country, the victory 
symbolised more than just an 
extraordinary sporting triumph. It 
was a proof many of them desperately 
sought that we Indians, alter all arc 
not bom losers. The fierce national 
pride and the tremendous self 
confidence that the victory evoked 
has few parallels in the sporting 
history of this country. 

The devastating spell of Kapil and 
Company changed the face of Indian 
cricket once and for all. Indians had 
overnight became a force to reckon 
with in the shortened version of the 
game. The team looked invincihle and 
there were predictions of another 
West Indies—like team in the 
making. A resounding massacre at the 
hands of the Caribbeans in the 
following series notwithstanding, 

India's marvellous successes at the 
Benson & Hedges Centenary World 
Series in Australia and the Australasia 
Cup in Sharjah in 1985 only enhanced 
the image. 

But then, the disasters in the 1987 
Reliance World Clip on Indian turf, 
and the 1992 edition in Australia 
pointed to India's quick fall from 
hallowed eminence. An idea of the 
poor performance of the Indian team 
in the Reliance World Cup, 1987 can 
be had from the following details: 

Madras: October 9, Australia won by 
1 run. Australia 270 for 6 in 50 overs. 
India 269 in 49.5 overs. Bangalore: 
October 13, India worthy 16 runs. India 
252 for 7 in 50 overs. New Zealand 
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Our World Cup 
preparations, 
we remember, 
began in 
the Thirties. 




OFFICIAL BANKERS 



Indian Overseas Bank 







236 for 8 iri 50 overs. Bombay: 
Onobcr 17; India won by 8 wickets 
Zimbabwe 135 in 44.2 overs. 

India 1 36 for 2 in 27.5 overs. Delhi; 
October 22: India won by 56 runs. 
India 28^ lor 6 in 50 overs. Australia 
233 in 49overs. Ahmedabad: October 
13. India won by 7 wickets. Zimbabwe 
191 for 7 in 50 overs. India 184 for 3 in 
42 overs. Nagpur: October 3| • India 
won by 9 wickets.New Zealand 221 
lor 9 in 50 overs. India 224 lor 1 in 
32.1 overs. Bombay; November 5: 
England won by 35 runs. England 254 
for 6 in 50 overs. India 219 in 45.3 


overs. 

The expectations ol India going in 
for the kill after getting a lease of life 
their fortunate win in the Prudential 
Cup Final against West Indies in 1983 
proved unlounded as they put up a 
meek performance in the Benson fr 
Hedges World Series Cuf) in 1991-92.' 
Here are the results; 

Perth; Dec. 6 Vs We.st Indies. India 
126 in 47.4 overs. West Indies 126 in 
41 overs. Match tied. Perth; Dec. 8. Vs 
Australia: India 208 lor 7 in 50 iweis. 
Australia 101 in 37.5 over.s,lndij won 
by eight wickets. Hobart; Dec. 10 Vs 
Australia; India 175 for eight in 50 


overs. Australia 176 for two in 48.3 
overs. .Australia won by eight wickets. 
Adelaidv. Dec. 14 Vs West Indies; 

India 262 for four in 50 overs. West 
Indies 252 in 50 overs. India won by 
10 runs. Adelaide: Dec. 15. Vs 
Australia; India 157 in 48.4 overs. 
Australia 158 for four in 40.5 overs. 
Australia won by six wickets. 
Brisbane: .Jan. 11 Vs West Indies: India 
19 ] in 48.3 overs. West Indies 192 tor 
lour in 48.3 overs. West Indies won by 
six wickets. Sydney; Jan. 14. Vs 
Australia; India 175 in 49.4 overs. 
Australia 177 in 39.2 overs. Australia 
won by nine wickets. 


INDIAN B0WUN6 PERFOlIMANCES iN DNE DAY INTERNATIONALS; 

OeMwril, tftM—rttovamlNNliDk 1SK 


Data 

Vaaaa 

OppoaaMi 

RaMSoMMlIqrll^aairt 

ResaH 

17.10.94 

Faridabad 

West indies 

273 for 5 (50 overs) 

W.l. won by 96 runs 

20.10.94 

Bombay 

West Indies 

192 for 9 (50 overs) 

India won by run rate 

23.10.94 

Madras 

West Indies 

221 All (mt (49.2 overs) 

India won by 4 wickets 

28.10.94 

Baroda 

New Zealand 

269 for 4 (50 overs) 

India won by 7 wickets 

30.10.94 

Kanpur 

West Indies 

257 for6 (50 overs) 

W.l. won by 46 runs 

3.11.94 

Delhi 

New Zealand 

182 All out (45.4 overs) 

India won liy 107 runs 

5.11.94 

Calcutta 

West Indies 

202 AH out (44 overs) 

India won by 72 runs 

7.11;94 

Visakhapainam 

West Indies 

256 for 7 (43 overs) 

India won by 4 runs 

9.11.94 

Cuttack 

West Indies 

251 for 9 (50 overs) 

India won by 8 wickets 

11.11.94 

Jaipur 

West Indies 

254 AU'out (49overs) 

India won by 5 runs 

16. 2.95 

Napier 

New Zealand 

162 lor 6 (32.2 overs) 

New Zealand won by 4 wickets 

18. 2.95 

Hamilton 

South Africa 

223 for 6 (50 overs) 

South Africa won by 1 4 runs 

22. 2.95 

Dunedin 

Australia 

250 (or 6 (50 overs) 

India won by 5 wickets 

5. 4.95 

Shaijah 

Ban^desh 

163 All out (44.4 overs) 

India won by 9 wickets 

7. 4.95 

Shaijah 

Pakistan 

266 for 9 (50 overs) 

Pakistan won by 97 runs 

9. 4.95 

Shaijah 

Sri Lanka 

202 for 9 (50 overs) 

India won by 8 wickets 

14. 4.95 

Sharjah 

Sri Lanka 

230for7 (SOovfcrs) 

India won by 8 wickets 

15.11.95 . 

Jamshedpur 

New Zealand 

237 for 2 (46.5 overs) 

New Zealand won by 8 wk kt is 

18.11.95 

Amritsar 

New Zealand 

145 All out (44.1 overs) 

India won by 6 wickets 

24.11,95 

Pune 

New Zealand 

235 for 6 (50 overs) 

India won by 5 wickets 

26.11.95 

Nagpur 

New Zealand 

348 for 8 (50 overs) 

New Zealand won by 99 runs 

29.11.95 

Bombay 

New.Zealand 

126 All out(35 oveR) 

India won by 6 wickets 

AT A GLANCE 

Mhrtchaa playad 

Won 

iMI. 

Siiccass ParesntogD 

AT HOME 

15 

11 

^ 4, 

73.33 

ABROAD 

7 

4 

■ ■ 3 . ■ 

57,14 

TOTAL: 

22 


,7.'," 

68.18 



Note: 

Though India won 1S matches out of 22, burbowlers raufd manage to Wild out « 4 >ponents only on seven occasions a»d 
captured 9 widtets on four occasions, on nine occasions India's of^tonems scored 250 or plus runs. On November 26, 

1995 at Vidharbha Cricket Association's Ground, Nagpur, NeyvZealandacored 348 for 8 In 50 overs, which was also 
highest One day innings on Indian soil. 

CompiHMrby ^ 
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ODS A 


Kapil's philosophy has always been 
simple: Play lo win. Thai he did, 
sometimes winning, other times not. 
And as season after season unfolded, 
his leadership was suddenly found 
wanting. A game plan they said was 
absent, thinking and strategy, grossly 
inadequate. Time arrived when 
Kapil's captaincy was questioned. He 
was nevertheless, given another go ior 
the Sharjah (Jup, he also (ailed to find 
a rainbow in the desert skies. Here are 
the highlights of India’s performance 
in the Sharjah Cup in Sharjah 1991: 

Vs Pakistan; October 18: India 2 for 
four in 50 overs. Pakistan 178 in 44.4 
overs. India won by 60 runs. Vs West 
Indies October 19; India 240 (or six in 
50 tivers. West Indies 221 in 48.5 
overs. India won by 19 runs. Vs West 
Indies: Octobei 21: West Indies 145 in 
46.2 Overs. India 147 for three in ^7,3 
overs. India won by seven wickets. Vs 
Pakistan October 25: Pakistan 257 
(orsesen in 50 overs. India 255 for 
seven in 50 overs. Pakistan won by 
lour runs. Vs Pakistan (Final); October 
25: Pakistan 262 ior six in 50 overs. 
India 190 111 46 overs. Pakistan won by 
72 runs. 

Ind^a IS no more a world-lieater 
After 1985, it had I’eett a downhill ride 
almost all the way till 1994. 
Toiirnatneni lavotiriies Pakistan 
began their quest lor the Australasia 
Cup III Shaijah in 1994 again with a 
dominating win over the Iteleaguered 
India side, at the receiving end, 
as so often as in theiiasl.The dismal 
perlormance of the Indian team tit the 
Australasia Cu|)in Sharjah(1994) can 
be seen fiom the data given 
hereiindei. A()ril 15: India 27 i for 
live in SOovers. UaF. 202 for nine in 
50 overs. India won by 71 runs, April 
15; India 219 in 46.5 overs. Pakistan 
223 for four in 44.3 overs. Pakistan 
won by six wickets. April 19: Australia 
244 lor nine in 50 overs. India 245 lor 
three in 45,4 overs. India won by 
seven wickets. April 22 (Final): 
Pakistan 250 lor six in 50 overs. 

Indta 211 in 47.4 overs. Pakistan won 
by 39 rims. 

About a couple of years back, the 
tide for Indian cricket appeared to 
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A bright spot in India's one day portomiance. 
Sachin Tendulkar and his teammates with the 
'93 Hero Cup. won in front of a frenzied crowd 
at Eden Gardens 

have turned. But, again the sudden 
sjute of successes at home may be 
attributed in a large tiieasure to the 
Indian Cricket Board's scheduling ol 
matches against soft teams like Sri 
Lanka |ol those days mind you) New 
Zealand, Fiigland and Zimbabwe. 
Howevei what could he seen as 
encouraging was the team's victory in 
the Hero Cup, ahead of South Africa 
and West Indies. Though it came again 
on home soil it was an occasion to 
celebrate as the victory came against 
some worth while oppc'sition. 

That India won the Hero Cup 
(1993) in style can be seen from the 
lollowing: Kanpur: November 7; Sri 
Lanka 203 in 49.4 overs. India 205 for 
three in 44.4 overs. India won by 
seven wickets. Ahmedabad: 
November 16: West Inuu-; 302 (or 
seven in 40 overs. India 100 in 28.3 
overs. West Indies won by 69 runs 
(India's target was reset at 170 in 38 
overs after imeiuiption due to crowd 
invasion). Indore November 18: 

India 248 for live in 50 overs. 
Zimbabwe 248 in 50 overs. Match 


tied. Mohali: November 27‘ India 221 
in 49.2 overs. South Africa 178 for 
nine in 50 overs. India won by 43 
runs. Calcutta November 24: India 
195 in 50overs. South Africa 19 5 lor 
nine in 50 overs. India won by 2 runs. 
Calcutta. November 27 (Final): India 
225 lorses en in 50 overs. West Indies 
123 in 40.1 overs. India won by 102 
runs. 

To India ii was another significant 
moment in 1993. It was another cup 

win lor the Indians.a Hero Cup win 

to be precise. On a wintry night at the 
hallowed precincis of the Eden 
Gardens, the incandescent paper 
torches were an apt reflection in the 
joyous mood of over 1,00,000 crary 
Calcuttans. The Indians had 
extinguished the fire-power of the 
West Indies in a cup final lor the 
second time in 10 years and soon the 
Calcuttans lit up the F.den Gardens 
with little bright golden yellow flames. 
Indian skipper Mohammad 
Azharuddin acknowledged the 
Calcuttans' support and dedicated the 
five-nation victory to ihe crowd. The 
Hero Cup win capfH'd a fine run tor 
the Indians at home in the year 1993. 

Question is can we repeat the feat at 
home in the sub-continent in 1996? # 
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orange mesmerise you on the football 
and hockey field. And now they have 
qualified to play in the cricket World 
Cup. We take a look at what's in store 
for them and their opposition 


j! )/Vv'! F-l!Mr-H iR'; 


Twas ihe evening belore tiie decisive match 
between Htilland and Bermuda to decide the third 
and fourth positions of the 1994 ICC 
. trophy.'Decisive' because the winner of that game 
would (together with the two finalists) qualify to play 
m the 1996 World Cup ol cricket.The Dutch captain 
Steven Lubbers and coach David Trisie were meeting 
the team in the manager's suite that evening."Cheers 
lads, "said the captain with the last drop of whiskey- on- 
thc- rocks from his own stock.'tornorrow it is gladioli,if 
they have them here in Kenya,or death." 

"Cheers lads," said the coach,"It will be roses here,we 
are going to win that match" And they did. 

This is how the team manager John Wories descrilvd 
that historic day for Dutch cricket:"March Sth. 10am on 
the beautifully kept field of Simba Union in 
Nairobi.thousands of spectators all supporting the 
players with orange taps.The Dutch are going to bat.'Is 
that wise'.shoui the experts,' 
on this pitch' eit etc.At lunch we are 114 for one.'We 
have to score at least 250 runs on this field to have a 
chancc',New Zealander David Trist had said.Nolan 
Clarke and Steven Lubbers (the latter has already been 
playing for Holland for 25 years) together totalling a 
hundred years,and written off by our critics,arc in 
favour and at the creasc.The next wicket fell at 
252.Lubbers' best innings for Holland ever with a score 
of 81.Nolan Clarke.a rock-hard and stylish 121 not 



out,The close came at 306 lor 2.A dream becomes a 
reality.The dwarf Netherlands are into the 1996 World 
Cup." 

Not bad for a country which has only two grass 
wickets and that too not of a very high standard.But 
that doesn't mean that the other teams in Group B of 
the Wills World Cup can afford to take these minnows 
lightly.lt is not as if the results in the ICC Trophy 
competition (including wins over Hong Kong and a 
MohinderAmarnath coached Bangladesh) fell from 
the sky .No way! 

The Dutch have been preparing for the last 15 years 
to make some sort of entry into the big league of 
cricket.As manager Wories says," All the efforls.all 






those years of touring teams like MCC.Free 
Foresters.English counticsjesl countries like the West 
Indies,Australia,Paki$tan,lndia,New Zealand.Sri Lanka 
and South Africa,have yielded their fruit.The dwarf 
Netherlands thanks all these giants from the cricketing 
world for their development aid.We express our thanks 
to all those foreign coaches who have not lost their 


The Dutch team look lotwiinl iii phiynKi in then 
lirst World Cup 



patience over the last 15 years." 

The performance in the ICC tournament got the 
European nation an invitation to participate in the 
English Counties' NatWest Trophy.the first foreign 
team to play in over 100 years of English club 
competition.In these times of ever-freer movement 
within Europe ,it was perhap s an appropriate 
moment for competitons such as the NatWest Trophy 
to stretch the boundaries.And what better way to 
recognise the achievement of another cricket playing 
European brother? 

Holland were to play all their NatWesi matches 
'away' since there was no decent grass wickets on 
which they could have played 'home' games 


on.Unfortunately, they went out in the first round to 
Northamptonshire, led by Allan Lamb and re-enforced 
by Anil Kumble. 

Nevertheless,they were invited to the Hong Kong 
sixes where they did have some success.And it's not as 
if Dutch cricket has never tasted success before 
tliis.Seven years ago Holland beat an England XI by 

three runs in a 40 overs match at Amstervell near 
Amsterdam.Thc Dutch scored another notable 
triumph in 1994 when they won by nine wickets 
against a South African side who were by then 
exhausted by their gruelling tour of England. 

As mentioned earlier, the Dutch batting revolves 
around the feats of their two veterans:captain Lubbers 
and West Indian bom Nolan Clarke. 

Lubbers is 42 years old and played his first official 
game for Holland way back in 1972.He has played in 
each and every ICC Trophy since its inception in 1979 
and has been captain since 1988.A physical education 
teacher by profession he is the highest run getter in the 
history of domestic cricket in Holland, where he also 
bowls effective right hand off spin. 

Clarke is 46 years old (so all you statisticians rewrite 
those records of yours) and is the top run scorer in 
Dutch domestic cricket fora number of years now, 
storing over 2000 runs in 1994.He first represented 
Barbados in 1970,before most of the present West 
Indian cricketers even thought about playing cricket 
seriously.He played 26 matches in domestic West 
Indies cricket between 1970 and 1977 and has 
represented Holland in two ICC trophy competitions 
scoring over JOO runs in both tournaments.His liking 
for the long handle can be gauged by the fact that he 
was the leading six-hitter at the 1994 Hong Kong 
sixes,a tournament where the master blasters of the 
cricket world assemble. 

The responsibili'y of the Dutch bowling rests with 
swing bowler Floris Jansen, who has been one of the 
leading wicket takers in domestic cricket for a number 
of years.The promising all-rounder Willem Sielling, 
who has never played for Holland beiore but who 
played for Western Province in South Africa.will 
provide support. 

The other interesting character in the Dutch side is 
Peter Contrell. This 32- year-old top ordel" batsman 
played four years for Queensland in the Sheffield 
Shield and is actually a golfer by profession. 

Wit 1 a strange mix of players and an iron-willed 
determination to match,this Dutch team is out to prove 
that they are no pushovers even though they like to 
use the Dutch term for "tiny tots" to describe 
themseleves.But the truth is that no matter how thev 
fare in the 1996 Wills World Cup.Holland is.apart from 
dykes,tulips,windmills,cigars,cheese,drugs and free 
sex,for the first time on the world atlas as a cricket 
nation. • 
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SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 







ntB'pa talking blka ekaln ang agpeekat. 


Maat altan gaagla natch aia chain ana 


naw agpackat bp nan chain ana 


Bia agpackat. Fact la, a gaptactly matchea 


chain ana agpackat Ilka tha Dlamana kit la 


what glaaa 100% gaplopmanca. Lika 


agtlmnn mllaaga, no pattia, amoathap 





aak tha winning congla on tha latt. 


Mttap all, thalp mapplage waa maaa 


la haavan. Ana aplven thpough hall. 

♦ DIAilOND m 

Chaia i Sapocket 


piaaa ana loagep Ilia. Fop a aaeona oglaloa THE PERFECT MATCH 








QUESTIONS 


Whaj non-crickeiing 
ihing did Kapil Dev 
have in his kit bag when he 
arrived at Lord's for the 
1983 World Cup final 
against the West Indies? 

Who is the only 
Indian on the ICC 
panel of observers lor the 
1996 Wills World Cup? 


WORLD 

CUP 

QUIZ 




A:Can you identify these two 
Indian cricketers at the '92 
World Cup? 


Apart from the semi 
final match which 
other games ol the '96 
World Cup are being 
played at Calcutta's Eden 
(lordens, venue tor the '87 
World Cup? 


After Asia which 
continent has the 
biggest representation in 
this Wills World Cup? 

Which former West 
Indian great was 
brave enough to predict 


even before the 1983 
World Cup.that India 
wt)uld win the 
tournament? 

What World Cup 
record did England 
bowler Chris Old set in the 
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' 75 tournament which 
hasn' t been broken till 
date? 

India has lost twice in 
World Cup 

competition by the same 
unique margin.What 
margin? 

In the 1992 World 
Cup held in Australia 
and New Zealand,the 
influence ol "pyjama 
cricket" was seen for the 
first time in the 
competition.What was the 
only difference between the 
matches held in Australia 
and those held in New 
Zealand vis a vis night 
cricket? 

Who is the tmly 
batsman to score four 
consecutive fifties in World 
Cups? 

C.He was a pillar for his team 
in the last World Cup.This 
time his brother will be doing 
duty instead?Who is he ? 



Bddamify the batsman who is 
struggling to reach his end at 
the 1992 World cup final? 

Who is tile first 
Indian to win a 
man-of-a-matcli in a 
World Cup match? 


ANSWERS 


1 .He carried a bottle of champagne because 
even if they lost he was going to celebrate the 
fact that they had done well in the 
tournament. 

2. Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi. 

3. CalcuUa will hold no other match apart 




( 

I.T- 

V 


V 








from one semi final. 

4.Surprisingly,Africa represented by South 
Africa.Zimbabwc and Kenya. 

5. Everton Weekes. 

6 . No bowling record but he scored the fastest 
fifty off 30 balls against India. 

7 .They have lost to Australia by one run on 
two occasions'.at Madras in the '87 
tournament and at Brisbane in '92. 

S.There were no day-night matches played in 
New Zealand at all. 

9.Graham Fowler of England with scores of 
78*, 69,69 and 81* in the 1983 World Cup. 
lOFarookh Engineer in 1975 against East 
Africa.lt was also the first time that a wicket 
keeper had won the man-of-the-match award. 

PICTURE ANSWERS 

.\:Subroto Baneijee looks on as Venkatpathy 
Raju peers through a camera. 

B. Inzamam-ul-Haq against England. 

C. Peter Kirsten. His brother Gary will play ior 
South Africa this time around. 


Compiled by Anndam Roychowdtiury 
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CORK Of 

THE WALK 



than a fair chance of winning the World Cup. 
But in reality, their hopes may hinge 
on the form of one man: Dominic Cork 


NGLAND had long been 
, looking for a messiah, like 
any other nation in crisis. 

. , English cricket has long been 

in crisis, its reputation as a strong, 
steady, though not very 
O)lourful, world class 
side, having been under a cloud fur 
quite some lime. There indeed have 
been flashes of brilliance, of hope, but 
the mediocrity that gripped the game 
in the land of its origin, refused to 
case. And the messiah did not arrive. 

Or, maybe, the messiah has arrived; 
only we have not yet been able to fully 
recognise him. His splendour has so 
far been only partially revealed. 

But the beginning was exciting 
enough. In the summer of 1995, 
when Dominic 

Cork let himself loose against the 
visiting West Indians, at the historic 
Lord's, it turned out to be the start of a 
career with enormous possibilities. 

Lktie did anyone realise that the 
lean, unimpressive-looking young 
man could 

be so devastating. That he would 
make history;debut at the Lord's, 
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cricket's Mecca and took seven 
wickets for 43 runs in a single 
innings.Stuff that dreams are made of 

Statistically-speaking, this was the 
second best performance on debut for 
England. But more importantly, this 
splendid performance by Cork gave 
England 

a memorable viaory over West Indies 
at Lords in many years, and gave the 
young bowler the kind of confidence, 
that few debutants have been 
lucky enough to have in a lifetime. 

And the England skipper 
immediately knew that the 
handicapped England 
bowling had begun to emerge from its 
distressingly long eclipse. 

Dominic Cork wrapped up his debut 
series at home with 26 wickets in all. 
Cork, however, had all along been 
making his mark, even before 
emerging on 

the Test scene with such a splash. 
During the England A sides series 
against their Indian counterparts in 
94/95, Cork proved remarkably 
consistent in his bowling 


performances. Cricket pundits 
noticed that the 

young man was tail and of slender 
build, but he made full use of his 
height and had very strong wrists. In 
fact, he has an enormous reach and 
his 

strength of wrist gave him 
considerable command over his 
bowling skills. 

In fact, it was the’95. West Indies 
series that turned out to be quite 
significant for England's cricketing 
fortunes. The lack-lustre 
performances 

that the England Test side had been 
dishing out since then, had not only 
been affecting England's reputation 
abroad, but also causing considerable 
bickering and turmoil internally. 

Mike Atherton, whom many consider 
to be 

the best thing to happen to English 
cricket in recent times, has constantly 
been under fire, not only from a 
section of the Press, but more 
distressingly from the powers that be. 

No one seemed prepared to accept 
the fact that the mediocrity of the 
England 

side was not the skipper's fault. But 
like most ttther nations in cricketing 
turmoil, it was the captain who was 
sought after....as a scapegoat. 

And things took a turn for the 
worse, when England's extremely 
opinionated, 

and extremely undiplomatic cricket 
boss Ray Illingworth took it upon 
himself 

to cure the ills plaguing England. 
Ironically, however, he 
succeeded—only in making matters 
worse. Instead 

of taking positive, construaive steps 
to revitalise the team, in terms of 
talent as well as morale, he often 
unleashed his verbal attacks on 
anybody 
who mattered. 

In a fit of dictatorial 
self-impqrtance, he also sought to 
impose his will 
on every aspea of the team's 




funaioning.showing scant respect for 
the 

privileges of the captain. 

Mike Atherton quietly suffered the 
ignominy waiting for better times to 
arrive. 

Illingworth, in his frustration, also hit 
the soft spots. Devon Malcolm, 
obviously, is a prime example of this. 


In a side, not quite rich in talcntT"' 
Devon Malcolm, was indeed an asset. 
He certainly has not been at his 
devastating best all the time. But his 
effectiveness has been there for 
all to see—time and again—leaving 

Dominic may have to un-cork all his 
firopowor H England are to make the grade 


little scope for questioning his worth 
to the side. 

But Illingworth did question his 
worth, alienating one of England's 
most 

dependable bowlers. And that made 
Mike Atherton's job doubly difficult, 
having to lead a team that lacked the 
cutting edge in its bowling brigade. 
Worse still, whatever little resources 
they had was further depleted by 
unnecessary, unwarranted, untimely 
criticisms. 

It is against this backdrop that one 
has to see the advent of Dominic Cork, 
evaluate his significance to the 
England side. He is not only fresh 
blood. 

Not only an envigorating influence on 
the side. He is a godsend, if you 
consider the situation and the time 
when he arrived. Now, Mike Aiherion 
can at least bank on a bowler, who has 
got time on his side, youth in his 
muscles, and seemingly limitless 
possibilities ahead of him. Whether he 
will be able to accomplish his mission 
only time tell; so far at least. 

Cork has displayed all the qualities of a 
star in the making. 

Coining closely on the heels of the 
resoundingly successful West Indian 
series, Cork's recent perlormances in 
South Af rica also indicated that he 
has still better things to offer. Though 
not as spectacular as the West 
Indian manhunt of '95, his recent 
South African safari has been 
remarkable 

consistent. Nineteen wickets in 
eight Test matches are by no means a 
mean 

achievement, especially when the 
scries was often beleaguered by weather 
interference. In the second Test he 
had a haul of nine valuable wickets, 
while 

the fourth saw him richer by another 
seven. 

The next stop for Dominic Cork and 
his comrades, obviously, is the World 
Cup. Watch out, history may be in the 
making. 

Suprakash Ghoshal, London 


PATRICK EACAR 





COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD 
CHATTOPADHYAY AND RAVIKANT 
SRIVASTAVA 
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HlfliMitolil; 360/4 (SO overs)—West Indies vs Sri Lanka, Karachi, li.10.1987 
Lmnmt tMtl: 45/10 (40.3 overs)—Canada vs England, Manchester, 14.6.1979 

HIglini tatsl of othwr CMNitriM 


Cooiilry 

flUIK 

Scorod 

Oppoiwm 

CongMtiiim 

VaniM 

Year 

Pakistan 

338/5 

(60 overs) 

Sri Lanka 

Third 

Swansea 

1983 

England 

334/4 

(60 overs) 

India 

First 

Lord's 

1975 

Australia 

328/5 

(60 overs) 

Sri Lanka 

First 

Oval 

1975 

Sri Lanka 

313/7 

(49.2 overs) 

Zimbabwe 

Fifth 

New Plymouth 

1992 

Zimbabwe 

312/4 

(50 oven) 

Sri Lanka 

Fifth 

New Plymouth 

1992 

New Zealand 

309/5 

(60 overs) 

East Africa 

First 

Edgbaston 

1975 

India 

289/6 

(50 overs) 

Australia 

Fourth 

Delhi 

1987 

South Africa 

236/4 

(50 overs) 

England 

Fifth 

Melbourne 

1992 

Canada 

139/9 

(60 overs) 

Pakistan 

Second 

Lords 

1979 

East Africa 

128/8 

(60 overs) 

New Zealand 

First 

Edgbaston 

1975 


UiWMt liningt of oMiar Coantrin 


Cotmliy 

Runt 

Oppoiwnt 

Toumamant 

Vanue 

Yaar 

Pakistan 

74 

England 

Fifth 

Adelaide 

1992 

Sri Lanka 

86 

West Indies 

First 

Manchester 

1975 

England 

93 

Australia 

First 

Leeds 

1975 

East Africa 

94 

England 

First 

Edgbaston 

1975 

Australia 

129 

India 

Third 

Chelmsford 

1983 

India 

132/3 

England 

First 

Lord's 

1975 

Zimbabwe 

134 

England 

Fifth 

Albury 

1992 

West Indies 

140 

India 

Third 

Lord's 

1983 

New Zealand 

158 

West Indies 

First 

Oval 

1975 

South Africa 

195 

Sri Lanka 

Fibh 

Wellington 

1992 


Total parformancaa of countrios 







M 

WON 

LOST 

ABND 

SUCCESS PERCENTAGE 


Engiand 

Austraiia 

Pakistan 

New Zcaiand 

South Africa 

India 

Sri Lanka 

Zimbabwe 

East Africa 

Canada 


32 

22 

9 

1 

70.31 

34 

23 

10 

1 

69.11 

30 

17 

13 

0 

5b 66 

31 

17 

13 

1 

56.45 

29 

16 

13 

0 

55 55 

9 

5 

4 

0 

55 17 

29 

14 

14 

1 

50.00 

26 

4 

20 

2 

19.23 

20 

2 

18 

0 

10 00 

3 

0 

3 

0 

00 00 

3 

0 

3 

0 

00.00 


Higliettlndividiiflllnningc Viv Richards (W.I): 181—vs Sri Lanka, Karachi. 1987 

Highaol Individiial Innings for other countries 

Kapil Dev (India); 175*—against Zimbabwe, Tunbridge Wells, 1983 
Glenn Turner (New Zealand); 171*—against East Africa, Edgbasion. 1975 
David Houghton (Zimbabwe); 141 —against New Zealand, Hyderabad, 1987 
Dennis Amiss (Engiand); 137—against India. Lord's, 1975 
Geoff Marsh (Australia): 126*—against New Zealand, Chandigarh, 1987 
RameezRaja (Pakistan): 119*—against New Zealand, Christchurch, 1992 
Peter Kirsten (South Africa): 90—against New Zealand, Auckland. 1992 
Roshan Mahanama (Sri Lanka): 89—against Pakistan, Hyderabad (Sind), 1987 
Frasat All (East Africa); 45—against New Zealand, Edgbaston, 1975 
G.R. Sealy (Canada): 45—against Pakistan, Leeds, 1979 

Biggoutvictorioa; 

By 10 wickets: India—against East Africa, Leeds, 1975 
By 10 wickets: West Indies—against Zimbabwe, Edgbaston, 1983 
By 10 wickets: West Indies—against Pakistan, Melbourne, 1992 
By 202 runs: England—against India, Lord’s, 1975 



37 


Namwast victoritc 

By 1 wicket: West Indies—against Pakistan. Edgbaston, 1975 
By I wicket: Pakistan—against West Indies. Lahore. 1987 
By 1 run: Australia—against India-. Madras, 1987 
By 1 run: Australia—against India, Brisbane, 1992 

Captainad Iha aida in thraa World Gap taumamonti 

Clive Lloyd (West Indies): 1975,1979,1983 
Imran Khan (Pakistan): 1983,1987,1992 

Higiiaat total by ■ taxn. battiiq aacond 

Sri Lanka: 313/7—against Zimbabwe, New Plymouth, 1992 

Moat nmnbor id coMurioa aoorod by a piayor 

Viv Richards (West Indies): Three—138», 119,181 
Rameez Raja (Pakistan): Three— 113,119*, 102* 

Moat nnmbor of baH conturioa 

Javed Miandad (Pakistan): Eight—72, 67,70, 57*, 89, 57, 57* 58 
Graham Gooch (England): Eight—53,71,84,92,61, 51,65, 58 
Martin Crowe (New Zealand): Eight—97, 72, 58, 58,74*, 81*, 73*, 91 

Highaat nnmbor of half conturioa in a World Ciq> 

David Boon (Australia): Five—87,62,93, 75:1987 World Cup 
Javed Miandad (Pakistan): Five— 57*, 89, 57, 57* 58; 1992 World Cup 

Quiekoat eantury: 102 in 82 balls: Clive Lloyd (West Indies)—against 
Australia, Lord's, 1975 

Cantary bofora lunch: Alan Turner (Australia): 101 —against Sri Lanka, 
Oval, 1975 



Highoolniaieh-aBgiaoata; 626; Pakistan (338/5) vs Sri Lanka (288/9)—Swansea, 1983 
Lowaatmatcb-aggrogata; 91; Canada (45/10) vs England (46/2)—Manchester, 1979 
Flrat upsot rasolt in World Cop: Australia lost to Zimbabwe by 13 runs: Gr. League, Trent Bridge, 1983 
Flint contniy In World Cup; Dennis Amiss (England): 137—against India, Lord's, 1975 


Bichon BadhThamoM 
aconomicai spall in 
World Cops 


Top Batamon in tha World Cup 


Baimnon 

Country 

M 

INNS 

No 

RUNS 

AVGE 

H.S 

100 

SO 

Javed Miandad 

Pakistan 

28 

27 

4 

1029 

44.74 

103 

1 

8 

Viv Richards 

West Indies 

23 

21 

5 

1013 

63.31 

181 

3 

5 

Graham Gooch 

England 

21 

21 

1 

897 

44.85 

115 

1 

8 

Martin Crowe 

New Zealand 

21 

21 

5 

880 

55.00 

100 ♦ 

1 

8 

Desmond Haynes 

West Indies 

25 

25 

2 

854 

37.13 

105 

1 

3 

David Boon 

Australia 

16 

16 

1 

815 

54.33 

100 

2 

5 

Rameez Raja 

Pakistan 

15 

15 

2 

698 

53.69 

119 ★ 

3 

2 


Highaat Portaoiship for OBcb Wickot 


WIckat 

Runs 

Partnara 

Taam 

Opponent 

Vonua 

Yoar 

First 

182 

McCosker and Alan Turner 

Australia 

Sri Lanka 

Oval 

1975 

Second 

176 

Amiss and Fletcher 

England 

India 

Lord's 

1975 

TTiird 

195 ★ 

Greenidge and Gomes 

W.1 

Zimbabwe 

Worcester 

1983 

Fourth 

149 

Kanhai and Lloyd 

W.I 

Australia 

Lord's 

1975 

Fifth 

145 

Andy Flower and Waller 

Zimbabwe 

Sri Lanka 

New Plymouth 

1992 

Sixth. 

144 

Imran Khan and Shahid Mehboob 

Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

Leeds 

1983 

Seventh 

75 ★ 

Duncan Fletcher and Butchen 

Zimbabwe 

Australia 

Trent Bridge 

1983 

Eight 

117 

Houghton and But(±ert 

Zimbabwe 

New Zealand 

Hyderabad 

1987 

Ninth 

126 * 

Kapil Dev and Kirmani 

India 

Zimbabwe 

Tunbridge Wells 

1983 

Tenth 

71 

Roberts and Gamer 

W.1 

India 

Manchester 

1983 
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ItaM. MrtM ptayid to all <lw iMliiw WoiM Gap eoiiipilitlm 

loiran Khan (Pakistan)—28 matches 
Javed Mlandad (Pakistan)—28 matches 

Boat bOMfltoa to a maiBli: Winston Davis (W2): 7 for 51 -asaitlst Australia, Gr. League, Leeds, 1983 
HoWaiC Chetan Sharma (India): 3 for 51 .-against New Zealand, Nagpur, 1987 
Moat Eaeoaoriaol howdiag: Bishen Singh Bedi (India): 12-8-6-1, against East Africa, Leeds, 1975 
Meat aapiailvakoadtog: Martin Snedden (NewZealand): 12'l-10S-2, against England, Oval, 1983 


Moot naabar of Mm af toe Moleh aswarda to WaiW Gap 

Vlv Richards (W.I)-Five times 
Graham Gooch (England)-Flve times 

Higbaal aombor of M.0.M awards to a World Gap 

Vlv Richards (W.I): Three times. 1983 
David Boon (Australia): Three times, 1987 
Graham Gooch (England): Three times, 1987 
Martin Crowe (Nevr Zealand): Three times, 1992 
Gooch Is the only cricketer to win the Man Of The Match award in three consecutive matdies—Group league match v.s West 
Indies at Jaipur on 26.10.1987 and Sri Lanka at Pune on 30.10.1987 and in the Semifinal against India at Wankhede Sadium 
Bombay on 5.11.1987 in the founh Reliance World Cup, 1987. 



MaatnaadMrofvfctiimbya wfckotkooparinaWorMCap: Jeff Dujon (W.l)-16 (ct<15, sM)-1983 World Cup 
Mast aondwr of vietim to a mateh: 

Syed Kirmani (India)-5 (ct-5)-V.s Zimbabwe, Leicester, 1983 
HlghoBt aaodwr of coiehm to a World Gap: 

7: Kapil Dev (lndia)-8 matches in 1983 World Cup 

7: Kepler Wessels (South Alrlca)-9 matches in 1992 World Cup 


Highost laaiibor of wtokola to a World Gup 










Boanor 

Countiy 

M 

ovom 

Mdas 

Rmm 

Wtekols 

Avga 

Vaar 

Roger Binny 

India 

8 

68 

8 

336 


18 


18.66 

1983 

Craig McDermott Australia 

8 

73 

4 

351 


18 


19.50 

1987 

Waslm Akrftm 

Pakistan 

10 

89.4 

2 

338 


18 


18.77 

1992 

Flvo or more Wlckolt to a match 











Bowtor 

Goaairy 

WIckoVtoa 

opponaat 

Voaao 



Goomaiiltoa 

Yoar 


Wnston Davis 

W.I 

7/51 


Australia 

Leeds 



Third 


1983 


Gary Gllmour 

Australia 

6/14 


England 

Leeds 



First 


1975 


Ken Macleay 

Australia 

6/39 


In^ 

Trent Bridge 


Third 


1983 


Alan Hurst 

Australia 

5/21 


Canada 

Edgbaston 


Second 


1979 


Richard Hadlee 

New Zealand 

5/25 


Sri Lanka 

Bristol 



Third 


1983 


Ashantha De Mel 

Sri Lanka 

5/32 


New Zealand 

Derby 



Third 


1983 


Dennis Lillee 

Australia 

5/34 


Pakistan 

Leeds 



First 


1975 


Joel Garner 

W.I 

5/38 


Engiand 

Lord's 



Second 


1979 


Vic Marks 

England 

5/39 


Sri Lanka 

Taunton 



Third 


1983 


Ashantha De Mel 

Sri Lanka 

5/39 


Pakistan 

Leeds 



Third 


1983 


Kapil Dev 

India 

5/43 


Australia 

Trent Bridge 


Third 


1983 


Abdul Qadir 

Pakistan 

5/44 


Sri Lanka 

Leeds 



Third 


1983 


Craig McDermott 

Australia 

5/44 


Pakistan 

Lahore 



Fourth 


1987 


GaryGilmour 

Australia 

5/48 


W.I 

Lord's 



First 


1975 


Top wickot-takom totho World Gap 











Bowlor 

Gouatry 


M 

Ovara 


Rum 


WickatB 

Avga 

B.B 

Imran Khan 

Pakistan 


28 

169,3 


655 



34 

19.26 

4/37 

Ian Botham 

England 


22 

222 


762 



30 

25.40 

4/31 

Kapil Dev 

India 


26 

237 


892 



28 

31.85 

5/43 

Andy Roberts 

W.I 


16 

170.1 


552 



26 

21.23 

3/32 

Craig McDermott Australia 


16 

146 


597 



26 

22.96 

5/44 

Wasim Akram 

Pakistan 


17 

154 


635 



25 

25.40 

4/32 



Philips introduces 
a brilliant new concept. 
Day & Day Cricket. 


LeJ-^ lAAjoke. 


.1 


Good news for mlHion of cridtet tovert out #tr«. 
The sun wtfl never set on the world of c r khdt 
Utenlly. 

Thenki to Philips, stediumi acrea thesub-coK iwi t 
wRt epiey floodlit cricket Sorting flioni€don,GirflM 
Calcutta, Capt Koop Sb# Stadium, GwaRor 
\Mnkheda Stadhim, Bembey and Goddafl . 

.fjiwte. PhMpS'haa iMtajlad lin^aaa^ 


udntemjpi^ ipieteac yfa!wM|.’Teiii .laifr. 
IM^ateolutebf no drop ^ddhe ^aadlBrand^haaaanpd^>j 
.fllte even as the dayaitiWfntb.Hi|||i^^^ 

. .aeMRy watdt dqr and 

••■HRbt Prom die ftet'M # ahd^n«iK:‘'.|^ 

fWII WO •Mugopwp 'IMHBiP' Ip 
Enpwm ic^ 






BmI Ad roHid pMfofflHHK* ia IN Wortd Cu|K 



M 

lims 

No 

Run 

OMis 

Rum 

WMmlB 

Imran Khan (Pakistan) 

28 

24 

5 

666 

169.3 

655 

34 

Kapil Dev (In^) 

26 

24 

6 

669 

237 

892 

28 


Qiiioliwl tWf GMiMy; Olds Old (England 
so In 30 balls—vs India, Lord's, 7.6.1975 



Taiil aianNr of eaidiirln hi flw iMfin VVorM Cii|» 


Vow 

M«eh 

CoMwiw 


1975 

15 

6 


1979 

14 

2 


1983 

27 

8 


1987 

27 

11 


1992 

39 

8 



122 

35 



Total numNr of NM ooMuriaa in lN last fivo World Cups 


Vow 

Mulch 

HoHClMiirios 

1975 

15 

35 

1979 

14 

27 

1983 

27 

57 

1987 

27 

70 

1992 

39 

84 


122 

273 



South Africa madtlNlr first appearoncott tN 1992 World Cup 


Yopusoal playorto scora eantury: Andy Flower (Zimbabwe): 1 IS*—vs Sd Lanka, New Plymouth, 23.2.1992, at the age ot a 
years, 301 days. 

Vooapaat playorto roaoha half eoatury: Sadiin Tendulkar (India): 54*—vs Pakisun, Sydney, 4.3.1992 at the age of 18 years, 314 
days 

OMast playorto play iniN World Gup: John Traicos (Zimbabwe)—vs Sri Lanka, New Plymouth, 23.2.1992 at the age ut 44 

years, 282 days 

Carryinp tN bat IbtougboM tto Inninos Sunil Gavaskar (India); 36*—against England, Lord’s, 7.6.197S Glenn Turner (New 
Zealand!: 171*—against E. Africa, Edgbaston, 7.6.1975 Geoff Marsh (Australia): 126*—against N.Z, Chandigarh, 27.10.1987 
Andy Flower (Zimbabwe); 115*—againstSriLanka, New Plymouth, 23.2.1992 Rameez Raja (Pakistan); 102*—againstW.I, 
Melbourne, 23,2,1992 Rameez Raja (Pakistan): 119*—against NZ, Christchurch, 18.3.1992 

TN only playoriB raprosonllMio countrias in tN World Cup Kepler Wessels: Played 3 matches for Australia in the 1983 World Cup. 
Played 9 matches lor S. Africa in the 1992 World Cup 

Falbor and Son in tN World Cop: Don Pringle (E. Africa) in 1975 and Ocrek Pringle (England) in 1987 and 1992.Lance Cairns 
(NZ) In 1975,1979 and 1983 and Chris Cairns (NZ) in 1992 

Bast Allround Parformanco in a match Duncan Fletcher (Zimbabwe): 69 And 4/42—vs Australia, Trentbridge, 9.6.1983 Ian 
Botham (England): S3and4/31—^vsAustralia, Sydney, 5.3.1992 

Most numNr of oatohos by aBoldor in a match Clive Lloyd (Wl)—3 catches, against Sri Lanka, 197 5 Dcrmott Reeve (England)—3 
catches, against Pakistan, 1992 Ijaz Ahmed (Pakistan)—3 catches, against Australia, 1992 

Out in the 'nervous nineties' Zaheer Abbas (Pakistan): 97—against Sri Lanka, Trentbridge, 14.6.1975 Zaheer Abbas 
(Pakistan): 93—against Wl, Oval, 20.6.1979 Manln Crowe (NZ): 97—against England, Oval, 9.6.1983 Gordon Greenidge 
(W.l): 90—against Australia, Lord's, 18.6.1983 David Boon (Australia); 93—against Zimbabwe. Cuttack, 30.10.1987 Graham 
Gooch (England): 92—against WL Jaipur, 26.10.1987 Richie Richardson (Wl): 93—against England, Jaipur, 26.10.1987 
Robin Smith (England); 91—against India, Perth, 22.2.1992 Peter Kirsten (S. Africa); 90—against NZ, Auckland, 29.2.1992 
Dean Jones (Australia): 90—against India, Brisbane. 1.3.1992 Azharuddin (India): 93—against Australia, Brisbane, 1.3.1992 
Gooch and Richardson's dismissals in the 90's provided the first instance in World Cup history of a batsman from cither side 
being dismissed in the nineties in the 1987 World Cup. The second occasion was by Dean Jones and Mohd. Azharuddin In the 
1992 World Cup 




FM EXCLUSIVE TBRMIEALS *1: CAMAC STREET, CALCUTTA; MURGAMBAXEAII RISK ROAD, MADRAS; PARK LANE. SECUNDERABAD; 
OADAR TT CIRCLE, BOMBAY; C.6. ROAD, ARMEDABAD. ALSO AVAILABLE AT ALL LEADING GARMENT STORES ACROSS THE 
COUNTRY. BROUGHT TO YOU BY ARVIND JEANS. A MEMBER OF THE LALBHAI GROUP. UOTAS Blr FM FI 2316 






The only match in tha Wortd Cup, wbara both toama acorait 300 plus runt Zimbabwe () 12/4 in 50 overs) vs Sri Lanka (313/7 in 49.2 
overs), New Plymouth, 23.2.1992 

Two brothora who woro raaponaibta for a diamiaial Gavaskar (India): Ct Dayle Hadlee b Richard Hadlee—vs NZ. 

Manchester, 1975 Wasim Akram (Pakistan): a Mark Waugh b Steve Waugh—vs Australia, Perth, 1992 
Two brothora who acorad half conturioa in a match Jeff Crowe (88*) and Martin Crowe (58) NZ v.s Zimbabwe, Calcutta, 23.10.87 
Twin brothora who acorad hoH conturioa in a match Steve Waugh (55) and Mark Waugh (66*)—v.s Zimbabwe, Hobart, 14.3.92 
Two brothora aoaociatod in a contury otand Steve and Mark Waugh (Australia)—added 113 lor the 5th wlcket-w.s Zimbabwe, 
Hobart, 14.3.1992 

Moat matchoa won by a foam in a World Cup New Zealand; Seven matches in the 1992 World Cup. 

Won tha match after acorino lowaat runs Zimbabwe: Won by 9 runs—against England in Albury on 18.3.1992 after scoring only 
134 runs. 

Thrao brothora in ono match B G Hadlee, Dayle Hadlee and Richard Hadlee: New Zealand v.s England, Trent Bridge, 11 . 6 . 1975 
Throe brothora raprosanted thair country soparatoly Ian Chappell, Greg Chappell (1975) and Trevor Chappell (1983). 

Man of tbs iMtch award for brilliameipttinev Bob Willis: England v.s Sri Lanka, Leeds, 20.6.1983 

Best bowlfog figuraa in all the matches for bis country Asantha De Mel (Sri Lanka); 1983 World Cup First match; 12-2-69-2, 

against Pakistan, Swansea, 9.6.1983 Second match: 12-3-62-2, against England, Taunton, 11,6.1983 Third match: 8-2-30-2, 

against New Zealand, Bristol. 13.6.1983 Fourthmatch; 12-1-39-5. against Pakistan, Leeds, 16.6.1983 Fifth match: 12-4-32-5, 

against New Zealand, Derby, 18.6.1983 Sixth match: 10-1-33-1, against England, Leeds, 20.6.1983 

Consacutivs four half conturioa Graeme Fowler (England): 78*, 69,69, 81*—1983 World Cup. 



MOST«t<3NOM(CALBOWLtNO. 





IN COMPLETE QUOTA 





12-8- 6-1 

Bishan Bedi (Ind) V East Africa 

r,ceds 


1975 


12-6-10-0 

Richard Hadlee (NZ) V East Africa 

Birmingham 


1975 


12-6-11-4 

John Snow (Eng) V East Africa 

Birmingham 


1975 


12-5-11-2 

S. De Silva (SL) V New Zealand 

Derby 


1983 


12-6-14-6 

Gary Gilmour (Aus) V England 

Leeds 


1975 


12-6-15-4 

Mike Hendricks (Eng) V Pakistan 

Leeds 


1970 


10-2-12-2 

Ian Botham (Eng) V Pakistan 

Adelaide 


1992 


10-2-15-0 

Roger Harper (WI) V Sri Lanka 

Karachi 


1987 


10-2-18-2 

Mushtaq Ahmed (Pak) V New Zealand 

Christchurch 


1992 


10-2-19-1 

Dipak Patel (NZ) V West Indies 

Auckland 


1992 


10-1-19-2 

Carl Hooper (WI) V Sri Lanka 

Berri 


1992 



MOST EXPENSI.VE bowling . 

; 


■ jaH 

12-1-105-2 

Martin Snedden (NZ) V England 

Oval 


1983 


10-0- 97-1 

Asantha Dc Mel (SL) V West Indies 

Karachi 


1987 


10-0- 83-0 

Derek Pringle (Eng) V West Indies 

Gujranwala 


1987 


11-1- 83-0 

Karsan Gtiavri (Ind) V England 

Lortl's 


1975 


12-1- 82-1 

Paul Allott (Eng) V Sri Lanka 

Taunton 


1983 


L_ 

HAT-TRiCK 



■, 


Chelan Sharma 

India V New Zealand 


Nagpur 


1987 

(Took the wickels of Ken Rutherford, Ian Smith and Ewon Cha^eld—all three clean bowled) 




I HATS,MENCARRVING flAtTHRt)UGii AN INNINGS j 

36* 

Sunil Gavaskar (India) V England 


Lord's 


1975 

171* 

Glenn Turner (New Zealand) V East Africa 


Birmingham 

1975 

126* 

Geoff Marsh (Australia) V New Zealand 


Chandigarh 

1987 

115* 

Andy Flower (Zimbabwe) V Sri Lanka 


New Plymouth 

1992 

102* 

RemeczRaja (Pakistan) V West Indies 


Melbourne 

1992 

■ HUNDRED ttEt ORE LUNCH 

101* 

Alan Turner (Australia) V Sri Lanka 


Oval 


1975 
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Against Venur Year 


181 Vivian Richards (West Indies) 

175* Kapil Dev (India) 

171* Glenn Turner (New Zealand) 

142 Dave Houghton (Zimbabwe) 

138* Vivian Ridiards (West Indies) 

137 Dennis Amiss (England) 

131 Keith Fletcher (England) 

130 David Gower (England) 

126* Geoff Marsh (Australia) 

119* Rameez R^a (Pakistan) 

119 Vivian Ricnards (West Indies) 
115* Andy Flower (Zimbabwe) 

115 Garham Gooch (England) 

114* Glenn Turner (New Zealand) 

114 Aamer Sohail (Pakistan) 

113 Rameez Raja (Pakistan) 

110 Trevor Chappell (Australia) 

110 Geoff Marsh (Australia) 

110 Richie Richardson (West Indies) 
110 Phil Simmons (West Indies) 

106* Gordon Greenidge (West Indies) 
105* Gordon Greenidge (West Indies) 
105 Desmond Haynes (West Indies) 
103* Zaheer Abbas (Pakistan) 

103* Sunil Gavaskar (India) 

103 Javed Mlandad (Pakistan) 

102* iRuan Khan (Pakistan) 

102* Rameez Raja (Pakistan) 

102 Clive Lloyd (West Indies) 

102 Allan Lamb (England) 

101 Alan Turner (Australia) 

100* Martin Crowe (New Zealand) 
100 Salim Malik (Pakistan) 

100 David Boon (Australia) 

100 David Boon (Australia) 


Sri Lanka 

Karachi 

1987 

Zimbabwe 

Tunbridec Wells 

1983 

East Africa 

Birmingham 

1975 

New Zealand 

Hyderabad 

1987 

England 

Lord's 

1979 

India 

Lord's 

1975 

New Zealand 

Notthlngham 

1975 

Sri Lanka 

Taunton 

1983 

New Zealand 

Chandigai b 

1987 

New Zealand 

Christchurch 

1992 

India 

Oval 

1983 

Sri Lanka 

New Plymouth 

1992 

India 

Bombay 

1987 

India 

Manchester 

1975 

Zimbabwe 

Hobart 

1992 

England 

Karachi 

1987 

India 

Noti Ingham 

1983 

India 

Madras 

1987 

Pakistan 

Karachi 

1987 

Sri Lanka 

Berri 

1992 

India 

Birmingham 

1979 

Zimbabwe 

Worcester 

1983 

Sri Lanka 

Karachi 

1987 

New Zealand 

Nottingham 

1983 

New Zealand 

Nagjpur. 

Hydferabad 

1987 

Sri Lanka 

1987 

Sri Lanka 

Leeds 

1983 

West Indies 

Melbourne 

1992 

Australia 

Lord's 

1975 

New Zealand 

Oval 

1983 

Sri Lanka 

Oval 

1975 

Australia 

Auckland 

1992 

Sri Lanka 

Faisalabad 

1987 

New Zealand 

Auckland 

1992 

West Indies 

Melbourne 

1992 


NOTE: Most hundreds— 3 each by Viv Richards <W1) and Rameez Raja (Pak) 
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A REMARKABLE RANGE IN WOOL AND POLYESTER BLENDS, IN MYRIAD HUES 



Raymond 


SINCE I 9 2 S 

SUITINGS FOR THE COMPLETE MAN 


AND PATTERNS PERFECT FOR TROUSERS 






7-51 

6-14 

6-39 

5-21 

5-25 

5-32 

5-34 

5-38 

5-39 

5-39 

5-43 

5-44 

5-44 

5-48 




Winston Davis 
Gary Gilmour 
Kon Macteay 
Alan Hursi 
Richard Hadlee 
Asanlha Oe Mel 
Dennis Lillee 
Joel Garner 
Asantha De Mcl 
Vic Marks 
Kapil Dev 
Abdul Qadir 
Craig McDermott 
Gary Gilmour 


West Indies V Australia 
Australia V England 
Australia V India 
Australia V Canada 
New Zealand V Sri Lanka 
Sri Lanka V New Zealand 
Australia V Pakistan 
West Indies V England 
Sri Lanka V Pakistan 
England V Sri Lanka 
India V Australia 
Pakistan V Sri Lanka 
Australia V Pakistan 
Australia V West Indies 



Leeds 

1983 

Leeds 

1975 

Not t ingham 

1983 

Birmingham 

1979 

Bristol 

1983 

Derby 

1983 

Leeds 

1975 

Lord's 

1979 

Leeds 

1983 

Taunton 

1983 

Nottingham 

1983 

Leeds 

1983 

Lahore 

1987 

Leeds 

1975 


Note; Gilmour in 1975 and De Mel in 1983 both performed the feat in successive matches 
Best for other countries 


411 

Meyrick Pringle 

South Africa V West Indies 

Christchurch 

1992 

4-12 

Duncan Fletcher 

Zimbabwe V Australia 

Nottingham 

19BI 

J-6.3 

ZulfigarAli 

Est Africa V England 

Birmingham 

1975 

2-27 

C. Henry 

Canada V Australia 

Birmingham 

1979 



Imran Khan and Javad Miandadihe formar hat tha highast wickets and the latter the highest number of runs in World Cups 


HIGHEST INNINGS TOTALS (300 AND ABOVE) 




Total-wkts/overs 

By 

Against 

Venue 

Year 

360-4/50 

West Indies 

Sri Lanka 

Karachi 

1987 

338-5/60 

Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

Swansea 

1983 

334-4/60 

England 

India 

Lord’s 

1975 

333-9/60 

England 

Sri Lanka 

Taunton 

1983 

330-6/60 

Pakistan 

Sri Lanka 

Nottingham 

1975 

328-5/60 

Australia 

Sri l.anka 

Oval 

1975 

322-6/60 

England 

New Zealand 

Oval 

1983 

320-9/60 

Australia 

India 

Nottingham 

1983 

313-7/49.2 

Sri Lanka 

Zimbabwe 

■New Plymouth 

1992 

312-4/50 

Zimbabwe 

Sri Lanka 

New Plymouth 

1992 

309-5/60 

New Zealand 

East Africa 

Birmingham 

1975 







To you, it's a small patch of green 
To us, it's the core of our philosophy 

To befriend nature, and letting her prosper 
To plant over a thousand trees everyday 
And keep alive our forests 
Because what we've inherited 
Is but a gift for our descendants 
And the legacy to a beautiful tomorrow 



^DECORATIVE PLT ^ MARINE PLY ^ SHUTTERING PLY ^ BLOCK 






WILLS 





Highest for other countries 


289-6/50 

India 

Australia 

Delhi 

1987 

2 36-4/50 

South Africa 

England 

Melbourne 

1992 

139-9/60 

Canada 

Pakistan 

Leeds 

1979 

128-8/60 

East Africa 

New Zealand 

Birmingham 

1975 

LOWEST TOTALS (99 RUNS OR LESS) 




Tolal/overs 

By 

Against 

_ Venue 

Year 

45/40.3 

Canada 

England 

' Manchester 

1979 

74/40.2 

Pakistan 

England 

Adelaide 

1992 

86/37.2 

Sri Lanka 

West Indies 

Manchester 

1975 

9 3/16.2 

England 

Australia 

Leeds 

1975 

94/52.3 

East 41rlca 

England 

Birmingham 

1975 

Lowest completed innings totals for other countries 




129/38.2 

Australia 

India 

Chelmsford 

1983 

I 34/46.1 

Zimbabwe 

England 

Albury 

1992 

1 36/38.4 

West Indies 

South Africa 

Christchurch 

1992 

158/37.5 

India 

Australia 

Nottingham 

1983 

158/52.2 

New Zealand 

West Indies 

Oval 

1975 

195/50 

South Africa 

Sri Lanka 

Wellington 

1992 


HIGH TOTALS BATTING FIRST AND LOSING 


312-4/50 

Zimbabwe 

V 

Sri Lanka 

New Plyniouth 
Lord's 

1992 

273-6/60 

Australia 

V 

West Indies 

1983 

266-7/60 

Pakistan 

V 

West Indies 

Birmingham 

1975 

HIGH TOTALS BATTING SECOND AND LOSING 




288-9/60 

Sri Lanka 

V 

Pakistan 

Sw.msi-a 

1983 

286/58 

Sri Lanka 

V 

England 

rautiloii 

1983 

276-4/60 

Sri Lanka 

V 

Australia 

Oval 

1975 

274/58.4 

Australia 

V 

West Indies 

Lord s 

1975 

269/49.5 

India 

V 

Australia 

Madras 

1987 

Note: Sri Lanka's first two scores were in successive matches. 



HIGH TOTALS BATTING SECOND AND WINNING 




31 3-7/49.2 

Sri Lanka 

V 

Zimbabwe 

New Plymouth 

196^ 

276-3/57.5 

West Indies 

V 

Australia 

1 ord's 

1983 

267-9/59.4 

West Indies 

V 

Pakistan 

Birmingham 

|97S 

LOW TOTALS BATTING FIRST AND WINNING 




134/46.1 

Zimbabwe 

V 

England 

Albury 

1992 

165-9/60 

England 

V 

Pakistan 

i.eeds 

1979 

183/54.4 

Inaia 

V 

West Indies 

Lord’s 

1983 

Highest MATCH aggregates 




1983 

626-14 (I20o\'ers) 

Pakistan 

V 

Sri lanka 

Swansea 

625-11 (99.2 overs) 

Sri Lanka 

V 

Zimbabwe 

New Plymouth 

1992 

619-19 (118 overs) 

England 

V 

Sri Lanka 

Taunton 

198 3 

604-9 (120 overs) 

Australia 

V 

Sri Lanka 

Oval 

1975 

LOWEST MATCH AGGREGATE 



Manchester 

1979 

91-12 (54.2 overs) 

England 

V 

Canada 


Top Five captains 





M 


Won 

Clive Lloyd (West Indies) 

17 


15 

Martin Crowe (New Zealand) 

9 


7 

Kapil Dev (India) 

15 


11 

Allan Border (Australia) 

16 


11 

Imran Khan (Pakistan) 

22 


14 

Most number of viaims in World Cup competitions 


Wasim Bari (Pakistan) 

ct 

18 

St 

4 


Jeff Oujon (West Indies) 


I 



Most number of Catches in World Cup Competitions 

Desmond Haynes (West Indies)-12 

Kapil Dev (India)-12 

Clive Lloyd (West Indies)-12 


Abnd Success 

percentage 
88.23 
77.78 
73.33 
68.75 

I 63.63 




How To Feel 




like the 


President 


of the 


United States. 


Place a chilli^ Kingfisher 
in front of^u. Resist 
the urge U>jK?p it open 
immerntely. 




Now, orders spicy 
Chicken TikK^ Malai. 
(This step id^paoruU: 
only for dyniSe who wish 
to repliccOe <#!£;,-ievent in 
every au(hendc detail). 


Put a hottledpener to 
work. Listentdiisely for 
that sharp "TX^K !" 
followed by soft gushing 
Sounds. 


Pour into a.Jorge mug. 
And, aftgif the 

head w^er'^fik's eye, 
take a lon^^efi draw. 




Finally ij^t^ur name 
into a n^spcfier article 
Ut^Xhis 






Indiaa restaurant 


A pIckMiH Hiiprise w» is itum (be 
(he gueau In an Indiut nttennat .aew 
the White House at the (eg end of 
I99S when Prasideni Clinton and his 
family suddenly strode in and dined 
ihtie. 

Nor was this all The US lint family 
"ingled lively with those present 

’ misi’** ft** j.eJL“ 


,emi||iiriaing maaaia, laMeeti 
s^dpa. dhickan dlclta malal and 
MVputi. , 

ClfaiMt chaaa tlx itadMonal ehab 
ihatt waahad doam w|ih faidla'a 
IQngllaher bean Among the dlahes 
served Ibr the tnain course for the 
fini family were Iamb roganjoah, 
shrimp paiin, chicicen uklca nuddwm. 
malai Icofla, baiitgan hharta, alo 
rice and an s"-- 
.' 


News itvin in tlic Imliaii hxpri.is, TIil Tiini;. nf tnili.i, the Amm A(;i* and The Cconoinic Time — 4 Ian ‘96 



KI NGHSHE R 

'UKKuyef^eed'Sna 


HTA 8869 96B 




WHO WILL 
WIN THE 
WORLD CUP7 



sizes up the contenders 
for cricket's biggest prize 


NYONE can win a one-day 
match, they say...and 
they' might extend that to 
the forthcoming Wills 
World Cup, because no clear favourite 
had emerged before the competition, 
which starts on Feb 14. 

This World Cup, the sixth, sees the 
number of competing teams 
expanded lo 12, with the United Arab 
emirates, Kenya and Holland 
qualifying Itom the 1994 ICC Trophy. 
The teams have been split into two 
groups of ^ix, with co-hosts India and 
Sri I.anka being loined in Croup A by 
Australia, Kenya. West Indies and 
Zimbabwe, while co-host Pakistan 
have to contend with England, 
Holland, New Zealand, South Africa 
and UAE in Group B. 

The top four qualiliers tn each 
group will progress to the 
quarter-finals, and with the best will 
in the wtirld it is hard to see the Group 
B also-rans being other than Holland 
and UAE. The situation in Group A 
should be closer, but Sri Lanka's home 
advantage—they play fou r of their 
S2 


five qualifying matches on home soil 
— should see them safely through, 
along with Australia, India and West 
Indies, ahead of Zimbabwe and Kenya. 

Then the fun starts in earnest. Will 
India want to finish top of Group A, 
when that means they will have to 
play their quarter-final in Pakistan? 
Pakistan would need to finish first or 
fourth in Group B to guarantee a 
httme quarter-final, but, if they finish 
fourth, they will play the winners of 
Group A... 

And now a look at the competing 
nations. 

ENGLAND 

ENGLAND have developed into a 
formidable one-day team in recent 
years, and will be hoping to put the 
memory of three World Cup final 
defeats (1979,1987 and 1992) behind 
them this time. Graham Gooch, the 
only man with three losers' medals, 
may have gone now, but his successttr 
as captain, Mike Atherton, has 
blossomed as a one-day player 
recently. 

England make more changes to 
their Test side for one-day matches 
than most, and ironically lor a team 
criticised at Test level for lacking an 
allrounder, several players capable of 
adding nagging bowling to useful 
batting are in contention for a place in 
the final 14. Phillip DeFreitas, Dermot 
Reeve, Neil Smith and Craig White 


COlORbCORT 




were all called up for the one-day 
matches at the end of the South 
African tour, while Mike Watkinson 
survived the 'night of the long knives' 
which saw Crawley, Fraser, Gallian, 
Ilott and Malcolm sent home. 

England should win their first three 
matches, with the outcome of their 
final two qualifiers—against South 
Africa and Pakistan — deciding the 
side's travel plans for the 
quarter-finals. 

AUSTRALIA 

A year ago, Australia might have 
been favourites going into the World 
Cup, but a few question-marks have 


arisen over the side in recent months. 
David Boon was the Man of the Match 
when Australia won the 1987 final, 
but he has lost form recently and will 
miss the World Cup this time. Steve 
Waugh, a key player, has struggled 
this season with injuries, and has done 
little bowling: and there have been 
murmurs about the one-day form of 
oj)ener Michael Slater, a player 
apparently tailor-made (or maybe 
Taylor-made?) for the shoner game 
but who seems to find it hard to come 
td terms with its di/ferent demands. 

It will be interesting to watch Shane 
Warne's performance on pitches 


historically receptive to me slower 
bowler: the winning of Group A might 
depend on the battle of the 
legspinners in the floodlit match at 
Bombay on Feb 27, when KumbJe of 
India takes on the spin wizard of Oz. 

HOLLAND 

HOLLAND qualified by finishing 
third in the ICC Trophy, and will do 
well to avoid the Grtnip B wooden 
spoon. Their cosmopolitan side — 
their openers are former Queensland 
batsman Peter Cantrell and the 

Mike Atherton hee blottonied ee e one-dey 
pleyer end ceptein 







seemingly ageless Barbadian Nolan 
Clarke—is unused to playing on turf 
pilches, although they pul up a 
respectable showing against 
Nonhants in their first NatWest 
Trophy outing last year. Holland 
recently played four one-day 
warm-up matches in Kenya, and 
although the hosts won all four 
matches, most of them were close-run 
affairs. The Dutch side should include 
Roland Lefcbvre, the Glamorgan 
allrounder, but wayward Somerset 
fast man Andre van Troost is unlikely 
to find a olace. 

Holland's own 'final' is likely to be 
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the match against UAE at Lahore on 
March 1 ;if they win that one—and 
reverse the result of the '94 ICC 
Trophy semi-final—their captain, 
veteran allrounder Steven Lubbers, 
will be happy. 

INDIA 

INDIA'S home advantage—at 
least in the early stages—should help 
them qualify with ease for the later 
rounds, where they will be a force to 
be reckoned with. India's strong suit is 
their batting with Mohammad 
Azharuddin and Sachin Tendulkar to 
the fore. The likes of Navjot Singh 


Sidhu and Vinod Kambli can, on their 
day, decimffte opposing attacks, while 
the stylish Ajay Jadeja might well be 
one of the tournament's stars. 

Although the Indian bowling, 
Kumble apart, looks ordinary on 
paper, a combination of quality spin 
and nagging medium-pace on familiar 
pitches should be enough to choke all 
but the best of the opposing batsmen. 

KENYA 

THE allround talents of the Tikolo 
brothers—David and Steve—form, 
along with captain Maurice Odumbe, 
the backbone of the Kenya XI. The 
only team in the tournament which 
has to play five Test sides in the 
qualifying matches, ICC Trophy 
runners-up Kenya will be hoping to 
acquit themselves well. Often the 
'minnows' start off with a bang, then 
fizzle out somewhat—in their 
pre-Tcsi days, Zimbabwe beat 
Australia in their first match in 1983 
(then nearly beat India), and went 
down by only three runs first-up in 
1987. The local reaction will be 
interesting if Kenya follow that trend 
and manage to beat India in their first 
match! 

Kenya’s coach is the former Indian 
batsman Hanumant Singh, and their 
manager is Harilal Shah, who 
captained East Africa in the first World 
Cud in England in 1975. 

NEW ZEAUND 

NEW ZEALAND all but drowned 
on their recent tour of India, and they 
will be praying for better weather 
when they return to the 
subcontinent. New skipper Lee 
Germon will also be offering up a few 
prayers for someone to replace 
Martin Crowe, whose struggles with a 
career-threatening knee injury are 
well-known. Without Crowe to 
stiffen an already inconsistent batting 
line-up, there is the potential for an 
embarrassing defeat at the hands of 
UAE or Holland: defeat by the Dutch 
would be especially hard to take for 
Germon, who coaches in Haarlem 
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SPORTSWORLD - 
PANTALOON 
PREDICTION 
CONTEST 

The Worid Cup is here and the debate is on. Who wilt win the Cup? Who witt make it to the final etc? 
And you want to have a say?Wdl, here's your chance. And what's more you can win three prizes (gift 
vouchers from Pantaloon Jeans). AUyou have to do is to give these questions a shot! All of them 
concern the 1996 Wills World Cup. 


1. VWiieh four tsanis iiriH fwrtura ill tfw stni Riwls? 

2. Which two touim wHI filty tho final? 

3. VMm will bo tho World Chanifiiom? 

4. Which hatamin will icoro tho most nunibor of runs in the toumanwiit? 

5. Which bowlor will cifdmthoniostnofflborirfwddtatiinfiwtoiirnanwiM? 

HU in the coupon below and mail your entry to Sportsworld World Cup Prediaion Contest, 6 
PrafuUa Sarkar Street, Calcutta-700 001. All entries must be accompanied by an original coupon (no 
copies aUowed) and must reach us by March 8,1996. 

The results wiU be announced in our issue immediately after the World Cup. The Editor's decirion is 
final. 









/C!.Stay warm when 
I the going gets cold... I 



A Range of Rucsacs- 
(Jsed From Sea Level to 
Mt. Everest Expeditions. 


Breathable 
Wind 8 
Water Proof 
Jacket 8 
Trouser For 
All kind of 
Foul 
Weather. 


F«amat India 


16, Brshmapur Govt Scheme 
Bdnsdroni, Calcuu«-700070,0tam HIMTREK a 
Phone 6 Fax , 033-471 3074 
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during the northern summer. 

New Zealand tried out a completely 
new bowling attack in their recent 
matches against Zimbabwe, but they 
are sure to restore the likes of Danny 
Morrison and the archetypal 
medium-pace 'strangler' Gavin 
Larsen to the side for the World Cup. 

The tournament's pipe-opener. 

New Zealand's match against England 
at Ahmedalfad on Feb 14, should see a 
reunion of sorts between 
newly-qualified New Zealander Roger 
Twose and his Warwickshire captain 
and close friend Dermot Reeve. 

PAKISTAN 

HALFWAY through the last World 
Cup, soon after being skittled for 74 on 
a responsive Adelaide strip by 
England. Pakistan were down and 
out; astonishingly.'lmran's Tigers' 
fought back and lifted the World Cup 
on that balmy night in Melbourne in 
front of 87,182 spellbound spectators. 
Imran has gone now, back to Lahore 
and his new wife and possibly politics, 
but if the selectors are satisfied about 
his fitness-, the crafty old fox Javed 
Miandad might just be back, to play in 
his sixth World Cup at 38. 

Pakistan make a late entry into the 
competition: England will have 
played three matches before the 
co-hosts take the field against New 
Zealand at Lahore on Feb 24. 

Barring a last-minute change—not 
exactly unheard-of in Pakistan cricket 
—the side will be led by Wasim 
Akram, Man of the Match in that 1992 
final. Akram is particularly effective in 
one-day cricket, and although Waqar 
Younis still looks some way short of 
his frightening best, Mushtaq Ahmed 
blossomed as a Test bowler m 
Australia and New Zealand recently. 
The sometimes-fragile batting will be 
a worry to the co-hosts, as will be the 
fielding, which was woeful at times in 
Australia. However, no-one is likely 
to bet against Pakistan coming 
through to reach the final at home at 
Lahore—not that betting is allowed in 
Pakistan, of course... 


SOUTH AFRICA 

SOLTH AFRICA go into their 
second World Cup fresh from Test 
success over England. Allan Donald 
will lead a battery of pace bowlers, 
probably backed up by the mysterious 
Paul Adams, but the Proteas will be 
more concerned about their batting, 
which looked brittle at times against 
England. Skipper Hansie Cronje, in 
particular, will be hoping fora return 
to form. 

MOINUDDIN HAMEED 



Wuim AkrMiKhoping to iMd from the from 

South Africa face outsiders DAE in 
their first match, but should have 
done enough to qualify by the time 
they take on the other minnows, 
Holland, in their last game. Should 
they go on to the semi-finals. South 
Africa will be hoping for better luck 
that befell them at Sydney in 1992, 
when an untimely shower and the 
controversial 'rain rule' deprived 
them of a possible final appearance. 

SRI LANKA 

A few months ago, after winning 
both the Test and one-day series in 






















MRF ZIGMA STEEL The Space Age Radial. The tyre with muscles. Of steel. And the rage of the Maruti owner. Slide 
into the driver's seat. Start the car. Hit the road. Race away. And feel the strength of MRF Zigma Steel. As it takes control 
like no tyre has ever done before. Accelerate : You'll discover that taking off was never so smooth. 
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Pakistan, Sri Lanka were shaping up 
as real contenders for the World Cup, 
where they have the advantage of 
playing four of their five qualifying 
matches at home. And then came 
Australia. The Sri Lankans reeled from 
one crisis to another Down Under, 
being accused of ball-tampering in the 
first Test (which they lost by an 
innings) and then, after being cleared 
of that charge, seeing their leading 
Test wicket-taker, off-spinner 
Muttiah Miiralitharan, no-balled for 
throwing in the second Test (which 
Australia won by 10 wickets). 

Sri Lanka now have an experienced 
batting line-up with several exciting 
strokeplayers—lint after their grizzly 
Australian experience, it will be 
asking a lot for the team to bounce 
back and do well in the World Cup. 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 

UAl: qualified for the World Cup by 
winning the 1994 ICC Trophy, but 
their victory caused a certain amount 
ol controversy. That side included 
only one native-born player— 
captain Sultan Zarawani-—while all 
the others were born on the Indian 
58 


N>«iot Singh Sidhu's bitliiig piwwan will bn 
somlynradMi by India 

subcontinent.There were mutterings 
of passports conveniently issued on 
the same date, just before the 
competition's qualification deadline. 
Of the imports, opener Riaz 
Poona walla was once India's 12th 
man in a Test, and many of the others 
had played first-class cricket in 
Pakistan. The qualification rules have 
been tightened for future 
tournaments. 

UAE's success in Kenya was largely 
down to their batsmen: chasing, they 
made 279 and 330 (both for 9) to beat 
Canada and Bermuda in the 
qualifying stages, then overhauled 
Kenya's 281 in the final in Nairobi. 
Test attacks will not be so 
accommodating, but UAE are the 
likeliest oi the non-Test natUms to 
cause an upset. 

WEST INDIES 

The Kenyan bowlers, mindful of 
their dale with destiny on Leap Year 
Day, must be among the few hoping 
that Brian Lara docs not settle his 


differences with the West Indian 
Board before the World Cup starts. It 
is unthinkable that the left-hander 
will not be back where he belongs, at 
No. 3 for West Indies, for the 
tournament. The batting, though— 
even with Lara and a back-to-form 
skipper Richie Richardson—does not 
have the imposing look of yesteryear 
(the England team in the over-35 
‘Masters'tournament in Shaijah said, 
not entirciy in jest, that they would 
rather face the current Test team than 
Greenidge, Haynes, Richards et al). 

But it is dangerous^to write off a side 
containing bowlers like Ambrose, 
Bishop and Walsh, all of whom will be 
keen to impress at probably their last 
World Cup, and the final group match 
against Australia might well provide 
the winners of Group A. 

ZIMBABWE 

AS they have shown recently 
against England—twice—it is 
dangerous to underestimate the 
Zimbabweans, and they are gaining 
valuable experience all the lime.The 
suspicion remains, though, that the 
African country ’s player-base is just 
too thin for them to be successful at 
the highest level. 

Captain Andy Flower, 
joint-bulwark with his brother Gram 
of his side's baiting, will be hoping 
that one last hurrah from Dave 
Houghton (who hit a memorable 142 
against New Zealand in the 1987 
World Cup) might inspire Zimbabwe 
to the surprise victory which could 
earn them a piace in the later 
stages—and then it's every nation for 
themselves. Their recent form against 
South Africa, though, suggests this is 
optimistic: Hansie Cronje's side won 
the two one-day internationals at 
Harare by 134 and 112 runs 
respectively. 

And so to the $64,000 question— 
who will win the World Cup? I'll go 
for an India v England final and, 
patriotically, for an England viaory as 
India wilt in front of a hostile Lahore 
crowd. Butlwouldn'tliketobetonit 
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MITSUBISHI OIL. 

WHEN YOUR CAR MUST RUN 
ON THE CLEANEST POWER. 


\ 


; Whether you buy Orbis Gran (for petrol cars and 4 stroke motorcycles), Low 
j Smoke 2T (for 2 stroke two wheelers) or Super Diesel (for diesel vehicles), there 
j is one thing you can be sure of. Clean power. Because Mitsubishi's Itiwest sulphur 

, content ensures that fuel converts into maximum engine power. 

i 

j So change over to Mitsubishi Oil. Your vehicle could set a new pace. 



MITSUBISHI OIL 

Technology for clean energy 



A MSHBEn OF THE ANDREW YULE GROUP 


From TM WATHI OIL CO WOU) LTD in technical collaboration with 
MmUDMHI OH. CO LTD, JAMN Regislered Ottice Yule House i 

8 Dr Rajendra Prasad Sarani Calcutta 700 001 Offices' Bombay * Delhi • Madras j 
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THE WORLD 
CUPFORM 
BOOK 



Wills World Cup and their performances 
since the '92 World Cup 


ENGLAND IN ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS: At a glance 

M Won Lost Abnd. Hod 

241 124 109 7 1 


Porfonnonco against aach country: Aftor 1192 World Cup to dato 


Opponent 

M 

Won 

Lost 

Abnd. 

Tied 

Success porcentago 

Australia 

5 

1 

4 



20.00 

Wastindias 

8 

4 

4 

- 

— 

50.00 

Naw Zealand 

1 

1 

0 

- 

- 

100.00 

India 

6 

3 

3 

- 

- 

50.00 

Pakistan 

5 

4 

1 

* 

- 

80.00 

Sri Lanka 

2 

0 

2 

- 

- 

00.00 

Zimbabwe 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

50.00 

South Africa 

9 

3 

6 

- 

- 

33.33 


38 

17 

21 

- 

- 

44.73 


60 



J 
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RECORDS 


<1992 WmU Cup t»pe$l9pS^ 
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w 

1 

m "m 

/'i 

'AMMi 

60 

41 

26 

.« 

■"'j' 

61413% 

'iBflt ' 

63 

37 

24 

1 

1 

60.48% 

YNWMiM 

73 

42 

28 

2 

1 

59.86% 

MdWM 

87 

46 

37 

0 

4 

53.17% 

fiHllMri 

31 

16 

15 

0 

0 

51.61% 

•riimki 

69 


3S 

4- 

0 

46.15% 

tMahMriei 

63 

27 

34 

2. 

0 

4426% 

IImvXmImmI' 

63 

21 

'■■■'37- 

4 

1 

36.44% 

ZhalHiMM 

26 

3 

'■’22' 

1 

2 

14.81% 

IMI 

■ -'t 

0 


<7 

0 ' 

0.00% 

irwiiAii*iii 
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3 
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NEW ZEALAND IN ONE DAY 
INTERNATIONALS: At a glance 

M Won Lost Abnd TistI Soccess poresniago 

251 105 135 10 1 

Porfonomco ogainsl soch country: Aftor m2 World Cup to dots 



Opp 

M 

W 

L 

Abn 

Tied S«c% 

Eng 

1 

0 

1 

- 

0.00 

Aus 

12 

3 

9 

0 


Wl 

5 

0 

4 

1 

- 

Ind 

12 

5 

7 

- 


Pak 

15 

5 

9 

- 

1 

SA 

6 

3 

3 

- 


SrilMi 

9 

3 

4 

2 

- 

2Jin 

4 

4 

s 

- 

- 


M 

23 

3? 

3 

1 



Ciioket Bats by SG. The Hard Hitters. 

ISvery stroke packed with the power, the punch and 
the accumulated strength of the willow, coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered aroimd a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between power, 
balance and durability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered -- with SG. 












75 45 2 ^ - 1 60.66 

' ' . I 


SOUTH AfillCA HI ONE DAY INTBUIATIONALS: At a glance 


«2 




iMt 

41 


Ahid. 

2 


TM 



SRI LANKA IN ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS: At a glance 

M Wm lot /kM. TM 

209 61 139 9 - 


pMfenmaM agaiiiit Ndi etiwilry: After 19SI WerM Cii|i to Ml 


Ospoeont 

s 

Won 

Loot 

Atad. 

SuccnnpotcmiaiB 

Bmloed 

2 

2 

0 

- 

100.00 

Aaoiralia 

11 

5 

6 

- 

45,45 

WRittiidiee 

14 

5 

8 

1 

35.71 

HewZeeleed 

9 

4 

3 

2 

44.44 

kMlte 

11 

4 

7 

- 

36,36 

Heldtm 

18 

6 

12 

- 

33.33 

SeiiikMMee 

6 

2 

•,3 

1 

3l33.'-,. 

Zhebebwre 

5 

4 ' • 

1 

- 

. . 80.-C^, 


1 

1 

0 

- 
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INDIA IN ONE OAY INTERNATIONALS: At a 
glance 


M 


Won 


tost 

Afand. 

riod 

270 


125 


136 

7 

2 

Psifonnnee ■Qiiint Moh country: afiar 1992 WbrM Cup (April INI 
to date) 

Opp 

M 

W 

L 

Ab 

T 

% 

Eng 

6 

3 

3 



50 

Ana 

3 

3 

0 



100 

Wl 

10 

7 

3 



70 

HZ 

12 

7 

5 



58 

m 

3 

0 

3 



0 

St 

11 

7 

4 



63 

Ziui 

5 

4 

0 


1 

80 

Bang 

1 

1 

0 



100 

SA 

10 

4 

6 



40 

(ME 

1 

1 

0 



100 

Taw 

62 

37 

24 

0 

1 

59.6 


Cricket Protective Equipment by 8G. 
The Cricketing Armoiu-, an ensemble of 
craftsmanship, unrivalled even by traditicm. 
Engineered arovmd a philosophy 
that you should never be forced to choose 
between safety, durability and comfoi t. 
Best described hy the honours you give 
and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to face the challenge. 
Protected -- with SG. 





37 


0 


1 


5 , 9.6 





WEST INDIES IN ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS: At a glance 

Rt Won Last Abnd. TM SacoMspwomtagt 

311 198 103 6 4 65.27 


PerfonMnca afaimlMdi cowrtry: After 19S2 Worlil Ci^tt ilate 


OpponaRt 

M 

Woa 


Laat 

Abnd. 



TM 

Snccnsparcantega 

Eaelmd 

8 

4 


4 







50.00 

AintraHa 

15 

9 


6 


- 



- 


60.00 

NawZaaitRd 

5 

4 


0 


1 



— 


90.00 

Mia 

10 

3 


7 


- 



— 


30.00 

Pakiaian 

18 

12 


5 


- 



1 


69.44 

Sri Lanka 

14 

8 


5 


1 



— 


60.71 

Zimbabwa 

1 

1 


0 


- 



— 


100.00 

Soalh Africa 

7 

4 


3 


- 



- 


57.14 

Total 

78 

45 

• 

30 


2 



1 


59.61 





UAE 


1 








M Inn 

s 

1 

1 

HS 

C 

F 

Ct 

Balte 

Runs 

Whts Avge BB 

ZARAWANI,S 


2 2 


10 5.00 

6 




42 

48 

1 48 . 001-22 

ARSHADLAKQ 


2 2 

- 

35 17.50 

31 

* 

- 

1 

84 

81 

0 - - 

AZHARSAEED 


2 2 

- 

3 1.50 

3 

— 

- 

- 

85 

56 

0 - - 

IMTUZAIBASl 


2 2 

1 

8 8.00 

6 * 

* 

- 

2 




MAZHAR HUSSAIN 


2 2 

- 

80 40.00 

70 

— 

1 

- 




MEHIIA.VIJAV 


2 2 

- 

48 24.00 

43 

- 

- 

- 




MOHO.I8HAa 


2 2 

- 

27 13.50 

23 

- 

- 

* 




MOHO.ASLAM 


Yet to appear 








MYUVA6NAM.G 


Yet to appear 









SAMARASBOHUU 


2 2 

1 

34 34.00 

31 * 

- 

- 

1 

90 

79 

1 79.00 1-48 

SALEEMRAJA 


2 2 

- 

22 11.00 

16 

- 


- 

60 

71 

2 35.50 1-17 

SHAKZADALTAF 


Yet to appear 









SHAUKATOUKANWALA 

Yet to appear 










ZIMBABWE 



H 

Inn 

No 

Runs 

Avge 

HS 

C 

F 

ct 

BaOa 

Runs 

Wkla 

Avge 

BB 

FLOWER,A 

36 

35 

2 

1032 

3127 

115’ 

1 

7 

32/5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

BRANDES,E 

25 

19 

3 

187 

11.68 

55 



5 

1261 

1039 

30 

34.63 

4-21 

CAMPBELL, A 
DAVIES, 8 

» 26 
Yet to appear 

2 

562 

23.41 

131* 

1 

2 

7 

105 

67 

‘2 

33.50 

2-22 

EVANS, C 

4 

4 

— 

43 

10.75 

22 



1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

FLOWER, G 
LOCICC 

26 24 

Yet to appear 

1 

624 

27.13 

84* 


5 

14 

559 

490 

13 

37.69 

3-15 

OLONGA,H 

2 

1 

— 

6 

6.00 

6 



— 

84 

91 

1 

91.00 

1-59 

PEALL,S 

IS 

12 

1 

82 

7.45 

21 



— 

720 

529 

6 

88.16 

3-54 

STRANG, B 

4 

3 

2 

. 28 

28.00 

24 



3 

210 

124 

8 

15.50 

4-36 

STRANG, P 

9 

7 

2 

82 

16.40 

21* 



2 

492 

350 

9 

38.88 

3-42 

STREAK, H 

18 

14 

5 

134 

14.88 

23* 



2 

919 

661 

25 

26.44 

4-2S 

WALLER, A 

24 

23 

3 

503 

25.15 

83* 

— 

2 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

WHITTAIhG 

17 

17 

2 

269 

17.93 

53 

— 

1 

6 

512 

442 

15 

29.46 

3-46 


64 




PAKISTAN IN ONE-DAY INTERNATIONALS; 
Atigtonct 


M _ Won loti Akui. im 

mT" 160 Tii "T T" 

^NV^S^MMNN NNNvNHI N^wH wMERiy* NNNf tWK WNWIN SN NW 



Aoo 

8 

1 

6* 


1 

13 

Wl 

18 

5 

12 


1 

28 

NZ 

IS 

9 

5 


1 

60 

M 

'3 

3 

0 


• 

100 

SL 

18 

12 

6 


• 

66 

Bong 

1 

1 

0 



100 

Zhn 

8 

6 

1 


1 

75 

SA 

10 

7 

3 


« 

70 

UAE 

1 

1 

0 



100 

Tolnl 

87 

46 

37 

0 

4 

52.8 


ZIMBABWE IN ONE DAY INTERNATIONALS; 
At a glance 

M Won Lost AM Tio6 Soceoss poicontogo 

50 5 42 1 2 

Parformsoco sgoinot oseb coiMlry: Allor im Worl4 Cup to dots 

Opp M W I Abn Tiod Soc%~ 

Eng 2 I 1 - - 

Aim 2 0 2 -- 

VW 1 0 I - - 

NZ 4 0 4 - - 

Ind 5 0 4 -1 

Psk 8 16-1 

Sri Inn 5 1 4 

SA 3 0 2 1 - 





Cricket Balls by SG. The Wicket Takers in the game. 
Stitoh-by-stitch. Hand-crafted to perfection.. 
by master craftsmen 

Cricket balls that enhance the maestro's skills. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose 
between shape, grip and durability. 

Swing. Spin. Pace... Always on top of the race. 













M 


OTIVATION! 
Cricket is no 
longer a 


bun-fight. It's a megabuck 
industry whose motif or 
anthem is, 'Don’t make 
waves; instead make 
bucks.' And money ? Come 
on, if money were the 
criterion, the Japanese 
would probably work nut a 
way to put up a winning 
combination, with the 
Americans coming in a 
close second. 

Former players, 
journalists and your 
average armchair-critic 
have spouted words by the 
thousand and those words 
have been found in reams 
of print. Is the Indian team 
underprepared as it goes 
into the Cup-action ? Or is 
the team enervated, 
dissipated and 
disillusioned, as it was in 
1992 in the Antipodes ? 

Has the batting nr bowling 
improved beyond measure 
and fielding to an 
appreciable level ? So back 
to the basic question. 
Motivation. Money is out 
of the picture, lor there's 
plenty to be had. 

History is against India 
winning the Cup. With 
three-and-a-half batsmen, 
two-and-a-hall bowlers 
and a fielding IX that's 
probably the least athletic, 
sadly we stand as much 
chance as a snowball in 
hell. 

You are a stupid runt, 1 
lan hear readers reminding 
nte about our 1983 squad, 
6fi-1 odds in the betting 
booth. Well, that was 
66 


^ Motivatiji^ again. The 
^■'alf-poVwrful Windics 
didn't have a point to prove 
to anybody, except 
perhaps winning the 
Prudential Cup for keeps. 
Had the opponents been 
England or Australia, it 
would have been a 
different ball game. 

That begs the 
question—where or what 
should be the motivation 
for this team, our present 
one? The motivation can't 
be money. The motivation 
can be spelt out in a few 
words: "Let's make 
history." 

Merely turning up for 
the sixth successive time in 
World Cup history, Javed 
Miandad will make 
history. India needs to do 
more. A victory, a Cup 

victory, would mean India 
should get its act together 
in Lahore, grab the cup 
designed some 114 years 
ago, come out smoking 
front a hostile territory and 
rank alongside the Windies 
as the only other team to 
have won the cup that 
mmters in cricket twice. 

Lei’s remember—no 
team has achieved the 
uliimale in one-day cricket 
playing al home. It proves, 
maybe, ihai a champion 
has no home-ground, as 
my good Iriend Prakash 
Padukone keeps 
reminding me from lime to 
time, echoing the thoughts 
ol the peerless Rod Laver, 
with whom I had ihe 
privilege of an hour-long 
chai a few years ago. Well, 
that's another story. But 
remember: M is for 
Motivation, not Money. 

K N Anand 


Aapka Ahcrakshak 
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Protect your family from cold, coughs and other 
ailments. Hundard Special Chyawanprash — an age- 
old proven formulation blended from Amala and fifty 
invaluable herbs. These natural ingredients nourish and 
strengthen the body, building its resi.stance against 
infections. It protects your family as a bodyguard would. 
Try it today. And .safeguard your family’s health the 
natural way. 


It contains: 


• Extra Vitamin • C • Extra Iron 

• Extra Protein • Extra Calcium 




HAMDARO 


Special Chyawanprash 

Poore Parivar ki Sampooma SureJuha 


MMBozei-HMflO-t 









MOKTON 

; M oiAfccTO 


Motion Swoets.the numbor one 
fdvoufitn ainonqst young and old 
With ttin goodrutsK ol CreatTiy 
Milk, Glucose and Sugar. 

Chocolate and CrK'onut Cookies, 
l^ose Eclairs. Supreine 
Chocolate, Cotter; Plus and 
Coconut Toftees, Lacto Bonbon 
Mango King and so many othci 
delicious treats 
Um m m m. 

Every bite a yummy delight. “■ 

MORTON CONFECTIONERY & 

MILK PRODUCTS FACTORY 

PO Marhowrah841 418. Dist Saran, Bihar 

GuJtiofi N(Jti( t’ NC^^)3N iintJ it", wr.ipi'ir'r- .irt■ iMcle rtuirk of Uppr-r Ciaiige'. SiKi.ii I'Kiustn*'*, 1 trj 

Any inliinonmcnt ot trarte mark riqlils r. Ii.ibl; In proMK.ntiur' 
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They said 87 kms per litre. 


I said,' You guys must be kidding!’ But that’s what got me interested at first. So, 1 
borrowed it from one of the boys for a day. Now, I've had one for 





’ almost a year. And you bet, my Champion runs on a low fuel diet. 



riiT (owoiTiom 


It eats more road and 
drinks less petrol.” ^i^ 
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* This is an authentic customer statement. 
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• Bigger brake druma for aura - ahot atopping • CarlanI Front Suapanalon with adiuatabia rear ahoek abaorbers 
tor amoothar ridaa • Powerful 35 watt headlamp. • Free Maintenance for 1 full year exelualvaly from Baja|. 


AIQ7 I/O C# CVIMini 























It you really love your moped (and we thinb you 
do) you II insist on Kinetic Servo Genuine 
2T Zoom A revolutionary engine oil specially 
developed tor mopeds 

Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zoom has been 
indigenously developed at Indlanoil s R&D Centre 
one ot Asia s most advanced The Kinetic Servo 


How you choose 
your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


Genuine 2T Zix^m nelps beep your engine clean 
and healthy Thtr’i'y mabing your engine * 
pertorm better Day alter day Year after year 

Asb tor Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zoom at 
Indianoil petrol stations or vehicle and service 
dealers ot Kinetic Engineering It s one way 
ot telling your moped how much you care* 
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CON TENTS 


8th February-12th March. Volume 17. Issue 10. An Ananda Bazar Publication. Rs 15.00 


Sunils 


STICKY WICKET! 

The Colombo boycott could lead 
to a split in the ICC which could 
in turn spell disaster for world 
cricket.. 


IN THE EYE OF A STORM! 

Brian Lara's absence from 
international cricket for 
much-needed rest was 
construed by critics as a chance 
for him to concentrate on his 
business activities 


WHERE'S THE SPIRIT? 

The West Indies cricket team has 
moved from one crisis to another. 
As a result, their invincibility on 
the field has been badly eroded. 
An analysis of the decline of 
spirit and performance by the 
once mighty West Indies team. 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH OF THE 
TROPHY BY UTPAL SORKAR 
AND GROUP PHOTOGRAPH BY 
TARAPADA BANERJEE 



HOW THE AUSSIE 
CRICKETERS GET FIT 


FOCUS ON ANDY ROBERTS 


CLASSIC WORLD CUP 
MATCHES 


WORLD CUP MEMORIES 


THE GOOGLEE CORNER 


A WORLD CUP POLL 


CAN PAKISTAN RETAIN 
THE WORLD CUP? 


ENDURING RECORDS 


WORLD CUP DIARY 


Editon Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi 

Printed and pubUahdd for Ananda Bazar Patrlka Ltd, 
by Bl|it Kumar Basu at its praaa at 6 & g PrafuUa 
Sarkar Street and alao printed at Ananda Offset 
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'he Colombo 
boycott may have far-reaching 
repurcussions within the ICC 


BYARIJITSEN 




ASHOKL CHAKRABOH Pi 


HE sixth World Cup will surely go 
' down as the most memorable 
ever—if not for the matches, then 
su rely as a watershed in cricketing 

history. 

Dissidence, more than controversy, has 
been the theme of this year's competition. Its 
roots lie in the decision to stage the 
tournament in the Indian sub-continent, 
which was opposed tooth and nail by both 
England, as one of the bidders, and Australia. 


rallying to the latter's support. 

The dissenters had to back off in the face of 
the huge disparity in the prize money offered 
by what later came to be known as the 
Pakistan India Lanka 

Committee (PILCOM). But there was rancoui 
and a lot of ill-feeling ever since. 

Some of it came through in the shoddy 
treatment meted out to the Sri Lankans on 
their Australian tour. The rest, just before the 
world tournament started. 

With Australia succeeding in getting the 
West Indies to withdraw from their match 
against Sri Lanka, they thought they had 
managed to salvage some respectability to 
their open hostility towards the Lankans. But 
Sri Lanka read 

the script on security problems, differently. 

ICC ehiat aKBCutiva David RichanlalBxtrBma Itfl), 
chainmn Clyda Walcott aad PILCOM organiaing 
aacratary Jagmohan Dalmiya at a crucial moating of tha 
naiticiprtng nations at tlia Toj Bangal prior to tbo start 
m tha Wills world Cup 
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)[ 3 easy 
win free 
to South 



KHAJURAHO • CHETAK • DURGAPUR 

Building dreams, shaping lives. 


Ql Take up your 
position in front of 
your TV. Q Keep 
your eyes on 
the baii. Q Start 
dreaming! 



tickets 
Africa i 


BIRLA CEMENT 


WORLD BEATERS 

CONTEST 


It's all very simple, really. Just tell us who the 11 best players of the Wills World Cup are. In return, 
you could win a trip for two to South Africa to watch an India vs South Africa one-day match in April, 1996 
(includes round-trip airfare, accommodation, transportation to and from the airport, hotel and stadium, plus 
tickets to the game). • During every Star Sports match telecast, our commentators will give you "The Birla 
Cement World Beaters Contest" details. After the match, they'll nominate a player for the Birla Cement 
World Beaters team. (With which you may or may not agree.) • At the end of the Wills World Cup, when you 
have your Birla Cement World Beaters XI on paper, send it, along with your address and phone number, 
to: The Birla Cement World Beaters Contest, do STAR TV. PO Box 84006, Hunghom, Hong Kong; 
Fax: 852*2621 *3136; Internet: starsports.com. • Meanwhile, our expert panel, which includes Sunil 
Gavaskar, Syed Kirmani, Farokh Engineer and Brian Langley, among others, will have drawn up their Birla 
Cement World Beaters XI. The contestants whose team most closely resembles our expert panels', will 
automatically enter a lucky draw. • After that, your dream rnay well come true! Entry detuiHne: Noon (Hong 
Kong Time), UerehX, 1998, Winner* to be unnouncadilurtngthm Singer Cup at SIngmporo. Lote of early bird pritee rob* wonf 
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Ttw 12 participating taama 
linnd up during tha Opening 
Caranmny at tba Edan 
Cardans 


Limited overs 
cricket, today, 
is ail about 
sponsorship 
and 

money...all 
future 
sponsorship 
deals would 
have to 
incorporate 
a clause on 
matches not 
held for 
reasons other 
than natural 
calamities 


They knew the Australians backed oil to avoid 
the Sri Lankan tour backlash in the Emerald 
Isle. 

India and Pakistan called the Australians' 
bluff by sending a joint team to play in 
Colombo. The match result was 
inconsequential, but not its ramifications. 

This was no goodwill tour. It was an exercise 
in opinion-building—^which will be used 
later. 

When the ICC chairman, Clyde Walcott, 
faced the press after an abortive informal 
meeting of participating nations, he couldn't 
present a straight bat. It was clear that he sided 
with the Australian and West Indian position. 

It was also c lear that the PILCOM nations 
wouldn't take the boycott lying down. 
Preparations are now on, to slap huge lines on 
both Australia and West Indies for not 
playing their scheduled matches. 

The question that will have to be decided by 
the ICC is whether or not the situation in 
Colombo warranted the withdrawal. While 
the absentees will cite their unspecified 
sources. PILCOM will counter with the 
Indo-Pak team match which was held 
without a hitch. 

And it is on this point that there is every 
possibility ol a split in the ICC. There will be 
protracted parleys, no doubt. But a consensus 
is almost impossible, according to sources in 
theBCCl. 


If the ICC makes it mandatory for teams to 
fulfil their tour obligations—PILCOM will 
have won on the compensation issue. If the 
ICC leaves it to the concerned national 
cricketing authorities to decide what is best for 
them individually, the decision will have a 
disruptive effect on all future cricketing 
contracts. This could well go to the extent of a 
visiting team crying off from a match for 
reasons other than security, citing 
"intelligence sources." 

The immediate iallout of this squabble is the 
almost certain cessation ol lours between Sri 
Lanka and Australia—and, probably, the 
West Indies as well. For all three, this means a 
great loss ol revenue. 

Limited overs cricket, today, is all about 
sponsorship and money. An official of ITC, 
while not saying it categorically, admitted 
that all future sponsorship deals would have 
to incorporate a clause on matches not held 
for reasons other than natural calamities. This 
means cricket organisers will have to work 
overtime to ensure that every match is held 
and will, in turn, seek specific guarantees 
from participating teams. 

With so much money at stake in all cricket 
intcrnatmnals, the security yardstick will 
have to be accurately defined. What differnce, 
for example, could one find between bomb 
blasts in Karachi and London ? What 
separates the Muhajir Quami Movement 
from the IRA ? The bombs, after all, are 
equally deadly. 

So, if England stage the next World 
Cu})—or stages any international 
com{ietition, what guarantees can the Test 
and County Cricket Board (TCCB) provide to 
visiting teams ? This is a question that will 
have to be answered at the very next ICC 
meeting on the issue of compensation and 
future lommilrnents. 

It will take great diplomatic skills—along 
with frank exchanges—to resolve this issue. 
As things stand, international cricket is on a 
very sticky wicket. 


WILLS 






utpaisobmr 


The arrangements may run like this: 
PILCOM may open with the demand for 
compensation. This will be strongly objected 
to, by Australia and the West Indies. PILCOM 
may then go into the mechanics of team 
withdrawals from firm commitments. The 
ICC has no guidelines in this respect at the 
moment, nor is it 

likely to ever arrive at a consensus on the issue. 



To you, it's a small patch of green 
To us, it's the core of our philosophy 


To befriend nature, and letting her prosper 
To plant over a thousand trees everyday 
And keep alive our forests 
Because what we've inherited 
Is but a gift for our descendants 
And the legacy to a beautiful tomorrow 
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FITNESS FREAKS 



/ hy are the Australians the 
best fielding side in the world: they 
take their practice seriously 


E won the last 


World Cup in the 


sub-contincni because wc 


were menially and 


physically fit throughout 


the competition. And 


that's wliat we're aiming 


lor, this time around,too. 


Errol Alcott, trainer 


extraordinaire, was 


extolling the virtues of 


physical conditioning. 


Beset with 


non-cricketing problems, 


the Aussie squad was 


concentrating on practice. 


The team had a choice of 


two Calcutta 


grounds—Calcutta Cricket 


and Football Club and 


Mohun Bagan. Since the 


formei already had the 


Indians working out, the 


Mohun Bagan ground was 


prelerred 


Loosening up in 


cricketing parlance is little 
more than a leisurely stroll 
For the Aussies, it meant 
striding around the field foi 
a good ten minutes. This 


was essentially for the 


muscles to unwind and the 


mind focussing on the task 
ahead. 

More than anything else 
at the nets, the accent was 


on batting. Here, the 


bowler would set a field 


and the batsman would 


have to play to it. Not for 


this squad the exaggerated 


stance or the holding of a 


follow-through pose. It 


Th* Amiet having a practiaa 
tution at tha Mohun Bagan 
Ground 




was almost as if a match 
was on. 

Aitghough, as at all nets, 
the bowlers operated from 
one end, there was always 
one batsmen at each end so ' 
that runs could be taken 
after a shot. And the ball 
was always thumped 
hard—hard enough to 
pierce any field. The only 
concession was a roof 
netting to prevent the ball 
from soaring out on to 
Costho Paul Sarani. 

The approach was 
equally competitive from 
the bowling end. There was 
no tentative honing of 
skills. Only the eagerness 
to get the adversary out. 

And right through the 
three-lioiir morning 
session, there was no 
banter 

Even as the bowlers 
pegged away, Alcott would 
call up players 
individually—for both 
callisthenics and catching. 
Here, too, the emphasis 
was on perfection. A catch, 
at however diflicult an 
angle, had to be taken 
cleanly. And the exercises 
were rigorous, to say the 
least. 

"We have to work 
towards total body 
fitness," Alcott said. "The 
fitter the body, the sharper 
the mind. And, at this level, 
one has to be able to cope 
with a very hard game 
every third or fourth day. 
And, more than anything 
else, it considerably 
reduces chances of injury. 














































Of course accidents could 
happen, but we want to 
eliminate all other 
possibilities," he added. 

The team’s dedication 
could well be a model for 
the disjointed Indians. For 
all the brave talk, the 
fitness exercises and their 
effect were nowhere near 
the Australians. Mentally, 
too, there could be no 
comparison between the 
two sides. 

The morniiiB routine did 
not end with individual 
exercises. There was also 
the small matter oi 
throwing the ball at the 
wicket. This took up 
another end ol the field and 
repeated strikes by the 
same player continued lor 
at least filieen 
minutes—^from diflerent 
angles.And all these 
throws were being 
mttnitored by former 
captain Bobby Simi>son, 
here as team matnaner, 
coach and father-ligure. 

McDermott had his 
war-paint on—and the 
least the otheis wore were 
caps—as the sun beat 
down more and more 
harshly. But there was no 
let-up in the practice. The 
last bit was still left — 
rugby. While punting was 
de rigeur, a few rtms down 
the flank were ordered. 

Surprisingly, none ol the 
players Irtoked run-down 
at the end ol the gruelling 
session, which was to be 
tepeated daily—even at 
the Bombay Gymkhana on 
days between practice 
matches after the Calcutta 
stint — till the first match 
against Kenya at 
Vishakapatnam on 
February 23. 

The name of this game is 


fitness. With the World 
Cup slakes so high, every 
aspect ol cricket had to be 
honed to perfection. And 
in the field of strength and 
stamina, the Aussies were 
determined to remain at 
the top. Which is why 
there was an evening 
session, twi.This time, it 
was the pool. Here, too, it 
was a series of exercises— 
walking in twos, with each, 
pulling the other to get the 
muscles taut. For some, it 
was carrying a colleague on 
the shoulders while 
walking from end to end of 
the pool. 

"We are working to keep 
the cricketing muscles in 
order—and strengthening 
weak areas of the body. 

The intensity and 
Irequency of eacii exercise 
ol each player varies from 
player to playei, each being 
given what Ins 
body needs 

■'Once the matches start, 
there won't be heavy 
exercises. Bui physical 
conditioning louiines will 
cominiie as long as we arc 
in competition From the 
Illness viewpoint, none of 
the players will be loiiiid 
wanting." 

Australia's enviable 
showing in this field has led 
to many international sides 
following I heir recipe. The 
only problem is that the 
Aussies keep changing 
their routine. They have to. 
After all, fitness accounts 
for at least thirty per cent of 
the player's performance, 
especially while fielding. 
Flashes of brilliance apart, 
no team has so far 
managed to upstage the 
Australians in this sphere 
—the Springboks included. 

Arijit Sen 
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IN THE EYE 
OF A STORM! 



has been in a controversy 
for quite some time. If he 
takes a break from 
cricket, his critics say 
that it's because he 
wants to concentrate on 
his business. Lara 
defends himself by 
saying that he is simply 
tired. So what is the 
truth? 


BY SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


RICKET is mining 
my Iifc":Brian 
Lara, 1995. 

"Crickei is my 

whole life": 

Brian Lara, 1996. 

Between these two extremes lies 
the pragmatic, rock-soiid middle 
ground where stands Brian Lara, 
asserting his own rights to decide 
which way his life should head 
—towards ruin or fulfilment. 

It was his own prerogative to jam 
the brakes, when it did indeed head 
lor ruin; it was his own human, and 
keen cricketing instinct which only 
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could tell him when cricket once again 
was going to enliven his life. 

You and I didn't have a say in this; 
neither did the West Indian cricket 
authorities, least of all, the 
all-knowing cricket critics who 
thought they even had an opinion on 
a man's right to say, "It's my life". 

Brian Lara did assert it was his life, 
that it was crumbling under the 
pressures of travelling constantly all 
over the globe, and being expeaed to 
perform wonders at all times. He 
said,"I quit, for the time being." 

It was his life, his cricket, his fatigue. 
Something that could have happened 
to anybody. Brian Lara was only a 
West Indian cricketer, not a slave 
captured on the shores of the 
Caribbean Islands to be used for 
constant public entertainment. 

Surprisingly, however,the world 
could not quite accept that easily. 
When Lara requested that the first 
twelve months of the three-year 
Warwickshire contraa be waived, for 
the simple reason that physically he 
was not quite up to it, his detractors 
said Lara had grown too big for his 
boots. Then when he declined to join 
the West Indies squad for a one-day 
tournament in Australiji, they said 
that his overgrown feet have left the 
earth by such a spectacular margin 
that the others in the side would start 
looking up to him for inspiration in 
following his precedent. 

Here was one star renegade, who 
would instigate others, they 

Brian Lara: ha says that ha was plain tirsd and 
nasdsd a brsah 




reckoned, paying no heed to the fact, a 
very personal, humane fact that the 
man was tired and exhausted. He 
longed for a break, to put his feet up, 
spend time with his family, and enjoy, 
for a while, the accumulating fruits of 
his talent. What's wrong with that ? 

Well, they said this was a lack of 
commitment to West Indian cricket. 
Unfortunately, however, Lara himself 
provided quite a bit of ammunition to 
his critics who attacked him on this 
commitment front, by plunging 


headlong into a wide variety of 
business aaivities, while still being on 
leave from cricket. His bank balance 
grew, his endorsements flourished, 
agents swarmed around him in all 
shapes and sizes. And all this while 
West Indies remained deprived of his 
cricketing talents. 

This time the guns ol his critics 
obviouly boomed louder; they said 
Brian Lara's absence was not just a 
lack of commitment to West Indian 
cricket, but a surfeit of commitment to 


Brian Lara Incorporated. The acute 
fatigue syndrome that Lara had 
complained about quickly faded into 
oblivion. His business matters, his 
Gray Nichols, his Brian Lara 
International stole the limelight, 
while people longed to see him 
cenirestage wielding the bat for the 
West Indies. 

And this is exactly where the 
commitment-mud tended to stick. 
For, even after having restated his 
commitment to West Indian aickct 





and his rrspect and admiration for the 
West Indian community, it has often 
been alleged that Lara had been busier 
attending to his business matters 
rather than be with his colleagues at 
the nets. Even Larry Gomes, the 
newly-appointed coach of Lara's 
native Trinidad, could not help but 
remind us of the fact that, "A lot of 
people have not forgiven him for the 
events leading up to and including his 
withdrawal from the tour of Australia. 
As a popular man, it is high time he 
woke up to this increasingly sad aspect 
of his life". 

Brian Lara's popularity will not be 
waning so quickly. I'm sure, especially 
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TIisfe is no donying that he is one of the 
greatest tsienb in world class cricket at 
present. So will he peiform to expectations in 
the World Cup? 

if his bat shines once again in the 
sub-continent. But if it docs not, then 
old wounds will be reopened. For his 
refusal to play for the West Indies 
during the Australian tour has 
angered a substantial number of 
Caribbean cricket fans, including a 
few celebrities, creating a clear split in 
public opinion. Even former West 
Indian bowling sensation Michael 
Holding went on record saying, "He 
should never tour again," while some, 
like boyhood mentor Joey Carew, in 


the pro-Lara camp warned in no 
uncertain terms, "Leave the boy 
alone". 

Trouble is they would not leave him 
alone either way. His success will 
make his popularity all-pervasive, 
bringing back all the pressures of 
superhero status; his failure will be 
unpardonable. 

More so, because he has already 
claimed that the break from cricket 
has recharged his batteries, even 
though his detractors still maintain 
that the vacation was meant to be 
devoted to money matters rather than 
giving his tired muscles a 
well-deserved rest. 

But Lara steadfastly claims that it 
was not money, only muscles. "If you 
find yourself playing 11 to 12 months 
of the year, then at some point, if you 
are going to play consistently, you 
have to have a break. Otherwise, you 
are going to end up with acute fatigue 
syndrome", he maintained. 

Would yt)u buy that ? I would, no 
matter whether he jilaycd golf or 
spent his time with promotion agents 
to hike his bank balance. 

And it is not only the physical aspect 
that one has to take into account, it is 
the mental stress as well that 
mattered. It is obvious that a playei of 
Lara's calibre bases his cricket a lot on 
the psychological aspect of the game, 
his mental combativctiess. And calm. 
There can be no denying that ever 
since his explosion on the cricket 
scene, the stress has been enormous. 
And obviously, the muscles pained 
more, when the mind gave way. All 
that Lara did to get around this 
problem is that he took a long break, 
to restore his muscles, rejuvenate his 
mind and revamp his financial 
interests. This man was going to make 
money anyway. So why mind that? 
He believes that, "Every individual 
has to look after himself." He did look 
after himself, in every possible way. 

All he needs to do now is look after 
his batting, look after his fans and look 
after his team's interests. 

But no, no promises. Can anyone 
make promises in cricket? # 




Tough. Dependable. Consistent 
Everything a captain would give his right hand for. 

Or is it his left? 



As the debate rages on as to which Indian player will deliver and which ones won't, 
one thing’s certain. Trouble-free performance from one Indian. HMT watches. 
They are designed to take on anything life can throw at them. No wonder then that 
over 85 million Indians are willing to give both their hands for it. In applause. 


tuifiJ: 

WATCHES 
Engineered to last. 
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WHERE'S 

THE 

SPIRIT? 



cricket these days is 
riven by conflicts and 
controversies.lt is about 
time that fair play and 
gamesmanship came 
into the picture 


BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 

. IV RICHARDS was 

changing everything. A 
V, little over four years have 

\ rolled by since they carried 

Viv Richards off the field at The Oval 
and not everyone has been happy at 
his successor. Richie Richardson's 
career is in the doldrums now as much 
as West Indies cricket is. It is a sad fall. 
Five years ago, no one would have 
dared predia the West Indians would 
come down so rapidly. 

Because of the natural talent ol the 
West Indians and the sense t'f 
professionalism instilled by years of 
making a living fretm the game outside 
the Caribbean, it used to be believed 
24 


they did not need a strong leader. 

How wrong such assumptions were 
has been proved in the years in which 
Richardson has led the team now, from 
success to success but from success to 
failure. So much so, they are asking 
for his head now. Richardson was 
seen to struggle on the tour of 
Australia in the Benson and Hedges 
triangular recently. He was always 
seen as the silent Antiguan as opposed 
to Richards, the strong man who led 
with the hubris of the conqueror. 

In the closing years of their 
sui)remacy,the West Indians were 
inclined to be unbearable, because 
they were led by apostles of vindictive 
viaory. Teams lose their strength as 
they age, as time takes its toll on 
players who begin to look back as well 
as look over their shoulders at 
freshmen arriving on the scene, 
reminding them of their own 
monality and the forbidding sense of 
the possible end of their careers. 

And matters have not been helped 
by the recent controversies within the 
West Indies team.Sir Gary Sobers had 
told the world in an interview recently 
that opposition to Lara was building 
up, and that he would find it diflicult 
to survive. The West Indies have had 

Richie Riebardton; unlike Riehanis, ha mnvad 

from tuccaaa to defeat 

His hmire at captain it definitalv at ttaka 
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A clean, pollution-free experience. That's what we have always 


believed in, at Hero Honda. Our advanced technology makes 



Hero Honda India 's most environment-friendly bike. Meeting the 
pollution norms of today. And geared to meet even the stricter 
standards that are likely to be enforced tomorrow. All part of our 
tradition of total care. For you, the environment and the future. 




Leading the way 
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difficult players before. Roy Gilchrist 
was sent back trom a tour of India lor 
misconduct. But Sir Frank Worrell 
could handle him. The 'indisciplined' 
fast bowler once allowed himself to be 
driven repeatedly lor boundaries 
rather than displease Sir Frank after 
the captain had told him not lo bowl 
bouncers. When a player is in trouble 
for indiscipline, it is usually a 
reflection on the leadership. Luckily, 
Brian Lara is included in the West 
Indies World Cup squad. 
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Asanka Guruaingha waa found guilty of 
miaconduet during Sri Lanka'a tour of Auatralia 
mcantiy 

Another recent controversy was 
the one between the West Indian last 
bowler Curtley Ambrtsse and the New 
Zealand batsman Mark Greatbatch. 
Now, when the two teams meet in this 
World Cup they would lind it very 
hard to so much as greet each other 
should they be in the same 
neighbourhood pub.This particular 
confrontation, it would appear, had a 



racist edge to it. 

These, of course, are just two 
examples that come to mind. And 
verbal duels between rival players arc 
Just a part ol the story and not every 
incident that can be dismissed as 
harmless gamesmanship. 

OMF.HOW, the spirit ol the game 
' is now at a low ebb considering 
two important recent events in 
cricket. Manager Duleep Mendis is 
awaiting approval from the Sri 




Lankan cricket authorities to lodge a 
report opposing the finding oi a 
hearing into an on-field incident 
involving batsman Asanka 
Gurusingha. He was found guilty of 
conduct unoecoming of an 
international cricketer during Sri 
Lanka's World Series one-day match 
against Australia at the WAC A ground. 

Gurusingha, 29, was reported by 
umpires Darrell Hair and Peter Parker 
for breaching clause two of the ICC 
code of condua and was reprimanded 


Viv Richardi had tin strangtb of charactar and 
innar contidanca to load from the front 


by .'CC match referee Ciraham 
Dowling. The report and >-ubsequent 
finding followed what ai>j(carcd lo be 
a war of words between Steve Waugh 
and Gurusingha, a veteran of 124 
limited-over internationals, during 
the Sri Lankan iniings. Waugh was 
called in as a witness during the 
hearing. 


The hearing ollicially got underway 
more than 90 minutes alter the match 
finished and continued until the next 
morning, with Dowling having 
discussions with Mendis, coach Dave 
Whatmore, captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga and acting captain 
Aravinda De Silva. He then released 
this statement: 

"Following the conclusion of the 
match...the umpires lodged a leport 
alleging a breach of clause two of the 
ICC code of conduct by the Sri Lankan 
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player Asanka Gurusingha. In 
accordance with the code, I have 
conducted a formal hearing tonight in 
the presence of the umpires and the 
Sri Lankan manager and acting 
30 


Munilitharan was is the centra of conirovaray- 
iaArntrslia 

captain together with the player 
concerned. I have found that 
Gurusingha did breach the code and 


have reprimanded him." 

The leport was another blot on Sri 
Lanka's tour, which has been 
dominated by the Muttiah 
Muralitharan throwing controversy 
and ball-tampering allegations. 

Cricket is being swept away by tides 
of dishonour. The sandbags are 
out—referees, fines, bouncer rules 
and the rest; there is now a desperate 
and necessary effort to stem the flow. 

But it does not mean that at all 
times, there were controversies. Take 
for example, what happened during 
the Australian summer just a little 
over three years ago. West Indies lost 
in Melbourne, one of cricket's greatest 
stages and warmest crowds, throwing 
their wickets away on the fast 
afternoon to a young leg-spinner of 
lively disposition, by the name of 
Shane Warne. And they were 
magnificent in defeat 

Throughout it was a game played in 
a generous spirit, players applauding 
the achievements of rivals, sharing 
jokes (Mike Whitney and Brian Lara 
are particularly friendly), and 
laughing with the crowd. Curiley 
Ambrose, previously so solemn, 
donned a maroon hat laigei even than 
that covering the head ol his esiiraable 
captain. No one questioned the 
decisions of umjiires who may have 
lacked thejudgement of Solomon but 
were plainly very very fair. 

Quite simply this has, so far, been 
the happiest series seen in Australia in 
decades, Perhaps, incidents will occur 
sooner or later and echo around the 
world. But we have to remember that 
these young men play under a lot of 
stress and tension. They are trying to 
perform to the utmost of their talents, 
over 30 hours of intensely followed 
cricket, playing and straining at the 
same time to keep their their places 
and earn their living, never quite far 
from disaster, never far from 
misfortune, and hence the occasional 
outbursts arc to be expected.We have 
to accept it as a part and parcel of the 
game of cricket today. • 
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NDY ROBERTS, unassuming and soft-spoken, was a 
fearsome bowler with a devastating bouncer, who played a decisive role 
in the rise of the West Indies as a fearsome power in world cricket. 

A focus on his career and achievements 


BY iNDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

- HE biggest casualty, as a 
result of the arrival of 
i one-day cricket at the highest 
level, has been the specialist 
bowler. Penetrative bowlers, those 
match-winners in the traditional 
game, whether speedsters or spinners, 
are forced to curb their attacking 
instincts. They are coerced into 
bowling a mechanical line and length. 
The pace men have to sacrifice speed, 
and the slow bowlers are unable to 
experiment much with their flight 
and turn. The short ball rising above 
shoulder height is outlawed in this 
lorm of the game, taking a way a 
genuine weapon from a fast bowler 
and making ordinary batsmen look 
like titans. 

The players who flourish in the 
limited-overs game are top-order 
batmen and allrounders, including 
batsmen who bowl a bit. For the 
specialist bowlers, this version of tlte 
game can be a frustrating experience. 
Allowed just ten—twelve in the first 
three World Cups—overs in the entire 
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match, they are not even able to give 
full vent to their skills. It is rare that a 
specialist bowler excels in.the 
truncated game, even less find a place 
among the top-ranking players. 

Andy Roberts, the first in the 
modern line of great West Indian fast 
bowlers, was one who performed 
creditably in the World Cup. He 
played a major role in the unbeaten 
Caribbean run in 1975 and 1979, and 
through the 1985 tournament in 
which the West Indies were upset in 
the final by India. Yet, the major sliare 
of liie credit for those triumphs went 
to men like Lloyd, Richards, 
Kallicharran and Greenidge. But 
there lari be no denying that Roberts' 
part was a significant one. His quiet 
demeanour belied liis standing as a 
fearsome paceman with a lethal 
bouncer. In one-day cricket too, lie 
would generate a fair degree of pace 
while bowling a good line and length. 
Invariably he found himself among 
the wickets. 

Tile West Indies opened their World 
Cup campaign in 1975 against Sri 
Lanka, who were counted among the 


minnows then. As the Lankans 
packed up against the Caribbean pace 
quartet, Roberts picked up two 
wickets in his 12 overs, of which five 
were maidens, and conceded a mere 
16 runs. Then, it was against tiiat 
brilliant, but ecceniru, team of the 
Seventies, Pakisian Having hit up 
266, the Pakisiains fiad the West 
Indies on ilie mat at 166 for eight. 

Wii kei-keeper Deryck Murray, 
however, battled on as he lound an 
able ally in Vanburn Holder. But the 
latter too was dismissed at 205 by a 
rampaging Sarfra/ Nawa?. Then it 
was time for Roberts to do a star-turn, 
and that too in the unlikely role of a 
batsman in his customary position of 
No. 11. When required, Roberts could 
wield the long handle, and even 
defend, and this was one occasion 
when he put his batting ability to good 
effect. Murray and Roberts, displaying 
uncanny conijiosure, fought ahead. 

Unbelievably, they clinched a 
heart-stopping win with just two balls 
to spare. That was surely the turning 
point in the annals of West Indies 
cricket, just as Kapil Dev's heroic 



knock was for India in that match reserves throughout this tournament, devastating best on this big occasion, 

against Zimbabwe eight years later. It as the finely-tuned Caribbean The Indian openers found it 

gave them the confidence to fight juggernaut rolled on, Roberts played impossible to pick up runs against him 

against huge odds and register his pan. He picked up seven wickets and Garner. Before long, he had Sunil 

unprecedented triumphs. (or 149 runs off 39.3 overs in 4 Gavaskar snapped up behind by 

Roberts, the bowler, came to the matches as the West Indies raced to a Jeffrey Dujon. Roberts took three for 

fore once again in the next game second successive title. 32 off 10 overs as India were dismissed 

against the strong Australian line-up. for 183. It was a fine performance by 

He took three for 39 in 10.4 overs as Roberts was still the spearhead in this champion paceman in his last 
his side won comfortably. In the 1983, though just past his prime. He appearance in the World Cup. That 

semi-final too, he was on target, was now being pushed for a place in the Indian bowlers spoilt the saipt by 

claiming the important wickets in the side by younger men. Still, at the pulling off a sensational win is 



quick succession ot Glenn Turner and 
Geoff Howarth, who had put on 90 for 
the third wicket. He finished with two 
for 18 off 11 overs. The West Indies 
went on to win a thrilling final against 
Australia to claim the first edition of 
the World Cup. 

By 1979, the West Indies had 
assembled one of the greatest pace 
attacks in-history comprising Roberts, 
Michael Holding. Joel Garner and 
Colin Croft—and a certain Malcolm 
Marshall who remained in the 


Andy Robwtt (Infl) in hit new rnln at coach of 
thownt Indict ttam 

age of 32, he was a force to reckon 
with. With Marshall having replaced 
Croft, who had joined the rebel outfit 
in South Africa, the pace quartet was 
still intact. Roberts continued to be 
difficult toput away and he picked up 
wickets regularly. Barring a hiccup in 
the opening match against India, the 
West Indies marched on relentlessly. 
In the final, they met rank outsiders, 
India and Roberts was at his 


another story. 

Andy Roberts departed from the 
scene with 26 wickets, which was 
then a World Cup record. He averaged 
21.2 3 per wicket, conceding 3.24 per 
over. The poker-faced Roberts seemed 
to sway from one side to the other as 
he ran in to bowl, but he seldom 
wavered in length or direaion, and at 
his speed he was always difficult to 
score off. He was undoubtedly one of 
the best and a key element in taking 
the West Indies to the very pinnacle of 
the game. • 
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MATCHES 


.Cy/ 


previous 

World Cups have seen 
some nailbiting matches, 
with the fortunes 
seesawing from one 
side to another 


1979:ENGLANDVS.NEW 

ZEAUND.(MANCHESTER).JU> 

NE20. 

England 221 -9/60 beat Naw Zaaland 
212-6/BO by 9 rum. 

P LAYED under glorious sunshine 
and watched by 22,000 speaators, 
this was a match that was alive right 
till the end. England, after being put 
in, made 221 for 8 with good 
contributions from skipper Michael 
Brcarley (53), Graham Gooch, 71, and 
a perky unbeaten 42 from Derek 
Randall in the slog overs. New 
Zealand's reply is solid in the 
beginning with John Wright, (69), 
being the mainstay. Trouble began 
when Wright and Mark Burgess were 
both run out and Glenn Turner (30) 
also departed. The lower order 
batsmen like Richard Hadlee, Warren 
Lees and Cairns did try gallantly but 
did not quite pull it off. 


Gordon Qroonidgo in full How during bis 
innings ol 73 sgointt Pakistan in tho ‘79 World 
Cop 







1979: WEST INDIES vs 
PAKISTAN (THE OVAL). JUNE 
20 . 


WMt Indies 293-d/60 bt Pakistsn 
250/56.2 by 43 runs 

■"pHE West Indian openers Gordon 
t Greenidge (73) and Desmond 
Haynes (65) laid the foundation with 
a first wicket partnership of 132 that 


eventually paved the way for an 
almost unassailable total of 293. 
Pakistan's support bowling and a 
wayward Sarfraz Nawaz had been 
unable to put any sort of brake on the 
West Indian stroke players which 
included Viv Richards, Clive Lloyd 
and Collis King, not to py of Alvin 
Kallicharran who had failed in this 
match. 

When Majid Khan (81) and Zaheer 
Abbas (93) gained increasing 


confidence and momentum during a 
second wicket partnership of 166, it 
seemed that Lloyd’s team was about 
to lose its unbeaten record in the 
Prudential Cup matches. Colin Croft, 
however, returned to dismiss both 
partners and Javed Miandad, whilst 
only 11 runs; were added (187 for 4) 
and none of their successors reached 
20 . 

Ravi Kant Snvastava 
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LEFT-HANDED 

BRILLIANCE! 



n the first-ever World Cup staged in 1975, two 
left-handers, batsman ALVIN KALLICHARAN and all rounder 
GARY GILMOUR left an indelible mark on the tournament 


BYINDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

r", HE irresistible pull of one-day 
cricket led, inevitably, to the 
suging of the first-ever 
- World Cup in 1975. The 
expeaations were enormous, and 
two left-handers from opposite 
comers of the globe left their indelible 
stamp on the mega event. Alvin 
Kallicharan was no stranger to the 
international stage having hit a 
sparkling century on Test debut 
against New Zealand in 1971 -72. The 
Australian allrotinder Gary Gilmour, 
on the other hand, was just beginning 
to find his feet. 

In a team of fearsome strokeplayers, 
it was Kallicharan who provided the 
delectable touch. The silken 
strokemaking of this dimunitive 
batsman was in stark contrast to the 
power of men like Fredricks, 
Greenidge, Lloyd and Richards. Also 
in the team, albeit in the evening of his 
glorious career, was Kallicharan's 
cousin, Rohan Kanhai. Still, Kalli held 
his own in this distinguished line-up. 

West Indies and Australia were the 
best teams at the time and their clash 
at The Oval was what everyone looked 
forward to. The West Indies pace 
42 


attack had not assumed the terrifying 
proportions that it did a bit later, but 
was a competent one nonetheless, 
with Andy Roberts as the spearhead. 

It restriaed Australia to 192 all out. 
But the Aussies hit back as Max 
Walker claimed Gordon Greenidge 
early. 

That was when Kallicharan took 
over. He was particularly severe on 
Dennis Lillee. The great fast bowler 
was left stunned as he had never 
before been treated with such disdain. 
As Kallicharan waded into him, Lillee 
bowled faster, only to be hit harder by 
the little man. 

He brought the house down in the 
31st over, hammering four 
boundaries off a fuming Lillee. In his 
next over, Kalli hit a huge six high up 
above long leg. Lillee was at his wit's 
end. When he pitched up, Kallicharan 
was on to it like lightning and driving 
through the covers. If he tried to 
bounce, Kalli would hook fiercely. To 
use Dennis Compton's words, "liie 
short-pitched balls held no terrors for 
the West Indian. He got on to the back 
foot and right behind the line and 
hooked them mercilessly." 

Kallicharan raced to 78 with 13 
fours and a six, putting on 124 for the 


second wicket with Roy Fredricks. 
When Lillee finally had his revenge, 
with Kalli mishooking a bumper, it 
was too late. That brilliant innings had 
already put the West Indies on the 
road to viaor>’. 

The next match was the semi-final 
at the same ground, and Kallicharan 
was in the act again. He put the 
efficient New Zealand attack to the 
sword with such finality that a modest 
victory target was transformed into a 
mere batting praaicc for the final. 
Timing was the essence of his batting. 
Even when he played a fierce hook or 
a rasping drive, the stroke never 
seemed brutal in execution. It looked 
as though Kalli just caressed the ball, 
guiding it towards its destiny. He 
scored 72 in the most exquisite 
manner possible with 7 fours and a 
six, overshadowing Greenidge in a 
partnership of 125. He showed that 
even in one-day cricket it was possible 
toget runs quickly in a cultured, 
graceful manner. 

When the Packer upheaval 
occurred, Kallicharan stayed back and 
captained the West Indies. But in the 
1979 World Cup, the deserters were 
back, with Clive Lloyd again in the 
saddle. Kalli seemed the odd man out 




and performed below par. There was 
thereafter a huge irony as the man 
who had been faithful to West Indies 
cricket committed a sacrilege by 
leading the rebel tour to South Africa, 
then the pariah of international sport. 
That was effeaively the end of 
Kallicharan's days at the top. 

While Kallicharan was indulging in 
his pyrotechnics, the Aussie 
southpaw Gary Gilmour was making 
the world sit up and take notice in the 
1975 semi-final. The conditions were 
just right at Headingley as skipper Ian 
Chappell sent England in on a 
green-top. Gilmour swung the ball 
sharply into the right-handers while 


angling it away at other times. The 
batsmen were often unsure which 
way Gilmour's deliveries were going. 

He had England in deep trouble 
from the very start. Pennis Amiss was 
leg before to a wicked in-swinger. So 
were Keith Fletcher and Allan Knott, 
as also Frank Hayes who shouldered 
arms thinking the ball was leaving 
him. Another incoming delivery 
knocked out Barry Wood's off stump. 
Tony Grelg was the sole Gilmour 
viaim claimed by a ball leaving him. 

At the end of Gilmour's 12-ovcr 
spell, England's innings was in a 
shambles. He had taken all the six 
wickets for 14 runs, with half the 



overs being scoreless. It was the first 
time any bowler had taken six wickets 
in a one-day international. 

England capsized for 93 off 36.2 
overs. Australia, however, fared no 
better. At 39 for six, the game could 
have gone either way. In came 
Gilmour to occupy centre-stage once 
again. His aggressive left-handed 
batting was just the counter required 
under the circumstances. He rode his 
luck in the company of that fine 
stroke-maker, Doug Walters. Walters 
was never too happy batting on the 
soft English wickets. But on this 
occasion he had a job to do. The two 
raised the only half-century stand on 
the match, and carried their side into 
the final. 

In the final too, Gilmour was in fine 
form with the ball before the packed 
stands at Lord's. He was always a 
threat even as Clive Lloyd played a 
spectacular innings. He claimed the 
entire middle order and went on to 
bag five for 48 in his 12 overs. 

Australia lost narrowly, but it was 
Gilmour who provided some hope 
every time the West Indies threatened 
to run away with the game. 

Those were the only two matches 
that Gilmour played in the World 
Cup, claiming a phenomenal 11 
wickets for 62 runs. In 1979, the 
indignant Aussies refused to admit the 
Packer players into the squad, and 
Gilmour faded into oblivion. But 
there was a period in the 
mid-Seventies when it was reckoned 
that he would go on to emulate the 
feats of another great left-handed 
Australian allrounder, Alan 
Davidson, if not the other Gary— 
Sobers. 

About Gary Gilmour's immense 
talent, there was no doubt but, as later 
events were to prove, he was found 
wanting in terms of temperament. 
That was a pity, for he could have 
provided Australian cricket with just 
the dynamism that was needed in the 
depressing days of the post-Packer 
era. Gilmour could easily have been 
another of the great modem 
allrounders. # 
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CARDOZO focuses on 
the World Cup, with his 
tongue somewhere near 
his cheek 
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A WORLD 
CUP POLL 




makes an attempt to 
take a random poll, only 
to come up with some 
freaky observations 
from those polled 


r" \i ' HE other day, smack in the 
I middle of a State handh and 
stretched out on a mound of 
grass in a sylvan suburb of Madras, I 
had an interesting experience. Three 
games of tennis ball cricket was being 
played simultaneously and / watched 
it for close to three hours. It was 
riveting stuff, and vet y competitive. It 
wasa 20-over, five-a-sidegame which 
had its sublime moments as well as the 
ridiculous,too. 

For example: a fielder took a catch 
off the bat of a batsman who was 
playing in another match. A smart 
pick-and-throw by a fielder threw 
down the stumps in the wrong match. 
As I said, it was an interesting 
experience. There were quite a 
number of spectators, all from 
different walks of life. So I took this 
opportunity to take a snap poll. My 
question was simple: who would win 
48 


the '96 World Cup? Here are some of 
the answers: 

Tilt ptycbologiit"Good question, my 
friend. Before I answer your question, 
why ddn't you consider the game 
itself and its symbolism? Three sticks 
in the ground, delicately supporting 
two bails...well, they are the 
batsman's castle. If they fall, for 
whatever reason, the batsman is truly 
done in. The poor fellow is truly alone; 
everyone is out to get him. A ball is 
used to unsettle his castle and if he's in 
the way, the bail is aimed at him. Of 
course, he has a weapon to defend 
himself—it's called a bat. He runs and 
nins and this is all he can hope for, as 
his enemies try to knock his bails off. 

I cut in sharply and tell the shrink, 
"Look buddy, enough of this 
symbolism and pardon me, it's gone 
right over my head. My question 
was..." 

Just then a tippler tumbled over my 
left foot and insisted on joining the 
confab, thereby enabling me to avoid 
the boring leoure by the psychologist. 

Th« tipplar'Brother. 1 wash'lishening 
good. Sorry brother, can you shhpare 
me a tenner and 1 will ansher your 
question...." 

I promptly obliged and he 
continued:"r/jayiVa(meaning 'leader' 
in Tamil and in Tamil Nadu, 
everybody is a thaliva till proved 
otherwise). Wash this Worid Cup, 
Crold Cup? Okay, brother, steady, 
steady, and 1 will tell you. Nobody will 
win the Cup, till Thaliva (our leader) 
gives the green signal. All of us. 


millions of us, are waiting for Rajni 
(for superstar Rajnikant) to say the 
word. And when he does, the cup goes 
to the person he has named. So don't 
worry. Wait for the word...." 

With those illuminating words, the 
tippler managed to disappear on a 
straight line. So, I turned my attention 
to the neighbourhood 
astro-numerologist and asked the 
question. 

Tha Batro-nuiiiaroloBiat:"Fascinating 

question. Now tell me the exact time. 
The answer lies in prasna lantra, 
besides a few other important things. 

1 gave the oh-so-profound seer the 
time and he belched and 
expounded:"Bcfore 1 zero in on your 
question, let me tell you a few 
important aspects of my science. To 
get the accurate answer, I need the 
dates of birth of all the 12 captains, of 
all the 12 teams. Also, this is very 
important: the travel plans of the 12 
teams. For example, in the 
Ramayana, the combination of 
Saturday with Shashtias the day's 
ruling thithi led to Havana's 
inglorious defeat against Sri 
Lanka.Sakuna Sastra has many 
omens which the wise heed to the hilt. 
Moreover..." 

I cut in sharply: "Cut that piece of 
juice Guruji...it's clear you're not 
going to answer my question in a 
million years. Good day to you...." 
Outside, breathing what was left of 
the once-clean, God-given air, I was 
feeling distinaly sorry for myself. The 
snap poll for this splendid magazine 



WILIS 


...AND NOW WHO 
DO you THINK 
WILL WIN THE 
CUP? 


ANY WHICH WWy 
you don’t GET TO 
DRINK THE WINE! 






was coming apart at the scams and the my self the queslior.: who will win ihe wins, it ain't worth a row ol hearts lo 
answer to the questionwas nowhere in W trld Ctijt? you and the lamp post," the guy in the 

sight. So I went home and looked at 'Don't worry amigo. You win mirror answered, 

tlie bathroom mirror and asked some, you lose some. And whoe wr I 'AR'COfjnTAil'Hil‘''^AhDO'' 1 
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WILL PAKISTAN 
RETAIN THE 

WORLD CUP? 



bribery allegations, 
political infighting, 
and plenty of 
controversy in their Test 
series against 
Australia, England and 
the West Indies, can this 
side get the teamwork 
and fighting spirit to 
win again? 

BY INDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

T has not been an easy reign. 
Beset with controversy right 
since they were crowned kings of 
, one-day cricket at Melbourne in 
March 1992, the Pakistanis now battle 
to defend theii title with renewed 
hope. Immediately after they won the 
last World Cup, there were rumblings 
that an ungrateful skipper Imran 
Khan promoted his cancer hospital 
project while ignoring his 
team-mates. The glorious triumph 
was the result of a collective effort and 
some of the money raised as a direct 
result of the euphoria created by the 
World Cup win should have gone to 
the players, argued the sullen lot. 

As Imran faded into cricketing 
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history, sad at the turn of events, 
Javed Miandad found himself back at 
the helm. Immediately, there was 
more controversy that summer as the 
English press raised hell with 
allegations of ball-tampering by the 
pace duoof Wasim Akram and Waqar 
Vounis. The English seldom take 
kindly to defeat, especially at home, at 
the hands of Asians, to whom they 
had introduced the game. This time 
the insinuation was that the 
Pakistanis were winning the Test 
series because they were cheating. 
Eventually nothing came of it. 

Miandad's recurring back problems 
put him out of action, and the 
dynamic left-hander Wasim Akram 
was elevated to the captaincy. The 
series in the West Indies during the 
spring of 1993 was billed as the 'pace 
war'. The one-dayers produced great 
excitement, but the Pakistanis were 
completely outplayed in the Test 
matches. Worse, Akram and some of 
his team-mates were held in Grenada 
in the West Indies for 'construaive 
possession' of marijuana. 

As if that was not enough, Akram 
faced a revolt by his players led, it was 
said, hy none other than his fast 
bowling partner, Waqar Younis. To 
his credit, Akram conducted himself 
with dignity and not only agreed to 
play under Salim Malik but also 
featured in a stellar role in a stirring 
Pakistani fightback in the Auckland 
Test in 1994. 

Malik seemed to be going quite 
well, his own form with the bat 


touching a high and registering an 
enthralling Test series win at home 
against Mark Taylor's Australians. No 
one then couid have imagined that 
this would lead to one of the biggest 
scandals in the annals of the game as 
Shane Warne, Tim May and Mark 
Waugh accused Malik of attempting 
to bribe them to 'throw' the first Test 
at Karachi. Again, nothing was proved 
but Malik lost his captaincy. 

Moin Khan led the team briefly. 
Then there was a new leader, Rameez 
Raja, who was brought back from 
oblivion. He was predictably 
uninspiring, paving the way for the 
return of Wasim Akram as skipper. 
Pakistan and Akram have come a full 
circle—and at the right time. 
Amazingly, that incorrigible fighter, 
Javed Miandad had slogged to regain 
top fitness and win back his place in 
the side for the World Cup. 

So how are the Pakistanis placed to 
retain the title ? 

For a start, no home team has won the 
World Cup so far, and only the West 
Indies, then at the height of their 
powers, have won it back-to-back. 
Having said that, with several teams, 
including Pakistan, of roughly equal 
strength, the advantage of home 
conditions may well tilt the balance in 
their favour. There are as many as five 
players in this squad—^Akram, 
Miandad, Malik, Raja and Ijaz—who 
experienced the pain of losing the 
semi-final to Australia at Lahore in 
1987, and they would strive to get to 
the same city for the final on March 





17. and win it. 

Man for man. this is undoubtedly 
an outstanding Pakistan team. Aamir 
Sohaii and Saeed Anwar are an idea) 
opening pair for the one-day game. 
After a brief hiatus, Anwar finds 
himself back in the team and poised to 
recapture the form that made him one 
of the most irresistible openers in the 
truncated game. Perhaps because he is 
in the process of re-establishing 
himself, the seleaors opted for the 
experienced Ramcez Raja as one of 
the three openers instead of the 


out-of-iorm but skilful middle-order 
batsman, Basil Ali. 

The middle order is as good as any. 
As the world has known for nearly 21 
years, Miandad is capable of achieving 
the unimaginable. Almost everyone 
would have sworn that his back was 
gone forever, and his cricketing days 
had been consigned to the record 
books. Even though accustomed to 
his peerless fighting qualities, his fans 
and critics alike are awe-struck by this 
courageous comeback. The lone man 
to compete in all six World Cups, 


Miandad would surely be one of the 
major factors in another Pakistani 
triumph. He is the highest rungetter 
and one of only two batsmen, along 
with the mighty Vivian Richards, to 
score over a thousand runs in the 
competition. 

The tall and burly Inzamam-ul-Haq 
is a natural striker of the ball, his 
stroke-making being a vital element 
in Pakistan reaching the final four 
years ago. This time, the powerful 
batting side revolves around him. 
Salim Malik is now a veteran but still a 


man who bats with flair and gets 
heaps of runs. To add to their 
opponents woes, Ijaz Ahmed made a 
brilliant comeback into the team this 
season Down Under. This is a line-up 
that brooks no stopping. 

Rashid Latif has replaced Moin 
Khan behind the stumps, indicating 
that the sorry episodes that led to his 
shocking retirement along with Basit 
Ali not long ago have been forgotten. 
But it is the top-class bowling attack 
that is extremely difficult to get away. 
Wasim Akram and Waqar Younis are 


not only fast but superb one-day 
bowlers too. Attacking all the time, 
their famed yorkers are lethal, and 
they have often ripped through sides 
looking to push the scoring along. 
Akram is already the highest 
wicket-taker in one-day 
internationals, and may well be in the 
World Cup too before long. 

Aaqib Javed has become something 
of a one-day specialist, and the ideal 
back-up to Akram and Younis. The 
whippyAtaur Rehman, gaining 
precedence over the promising 


Mohammad Akram, completes the 
formidable foursome. The leggic 
Musthaq Ahmed has looked 
rejuvenated of late and is certain to 
leave his mark before the tournament 
ends, much like his predecessor Abdul 
Qadir did. He is ably supported by 
off-spinner Saqlain Musthaq, 
reckoned by many an expert to be a 
fine prospect. 

Will the Pakistanis fall-in behind 
Akram and go on to win the World 
Cup for the second time in a row ? The 
potential is certainly there. • 
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SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 




Wb'm talking kike ekain ank agnaekal. 


Meat ettan gaagle match am chain anil 


naai agnackat bp new chain ank 



elk appccket. Fact la, a paptactljf matckek ask the winning ceuple on the left. 


chain ank appocket Ilka the Dlamank kit la Altap all, thelp mapplage waa make 


what givea 100% paplopmanca. Like 


In heaven. Mnk kpiven thpoagh hall. 


optimam mileage, no pattle, amoothap 


KIT 


Chkla S Sppoekot 


pikea ank longep Ufa. Fop a aeconk opinion THE PERFECT MATCH 
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STANDING TTIE 
TEST OF TIME! 



that may or may not be broken in this 
World Cup 

* As IViartin Crowe of New Zealand (880 runs in 
21 matches), and David Boon (815 runs in 16 
matches) have announced their retirement 
from international cricket, so there is a very 
high possibility that the highest run aggregate 
record in World Cups, 1029 runs in 28 matches, 
made by Javed Miandad of Pakistan, will 
probably remain unbroken. In fact, Miandad 
has a chance to increase his total run aggregate 
in this year's competition. Rameez Raja, with 
698 runs, is next in line but too far away from 
the record. 

* Javed Miandad of Pakistan has already 
become the only cricketer in World Cup 
history to play in all the six World Cup 
tournaments. He has also earned the 
distinction of playing the most number of 
matches in World Cup history. He played his 
29th match on February 24,1996 in Gujranwala 
in the tie between Pakistan Vs. U AE. Earlier, 
Miandad and Imran Khan were the 
joint’holders with 28 matches in five World 
Cups. 

* Imran Khan has the record haul of 34 wickets 
in 28 matches through five World Cups. The 
bowlers who are within sniffing distance are, 
Australia's Craig McDermott (26 wickets in 16 
matches); Pakistan's Wasim Akram (25 




Javwl Miandad it tha oniy crickatar to have 
played in all the aix editions of tho World Cup. 

wickets in 17 matches) and England's Philip 
DeFreitas (23 wickets in 18 matches). They 
need 9,10, and 12 wickets respectively to 
overhaul Imran Khan's record. Manoj 



K*.-' 







;V'' 








1 ^ 


Your favourite AraWan Nights fairy tales and Morton sweets. A family favourite 
for generations. Delicious and yummy in so many flavours. All with the 
goodness of Creamy MHk, Glucose and Sugar. Chocolate and Coconut CooWes, 
Rose Eclairs, Supreme Chocolate, Coffee Plus and Coconut Toffees, Lacto 
Bontxjns, Mango King and so many other delicious treats. 

Um m m m. Every bite a yummy delight. , 
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PHOTOGRAPHS tPRAOtfPMANnHANI 


Auttralia’t Craig McOarmott, wHh 26 
wicketi, has a chancs to overhaul Imran 
Khan's record haul of 34 wickots from five 
World Cups 

Prabhakar (21 wickets in 15 matches) needs 14 
wickets to turn the tables on the others. 

* Former West Indian captain Viv Richards and 
Pakistan's Rameez Raja have both scored 
three centuries each in the World Cup. Though 
Richards has retired, Rameez is stiil playing 
and if he scores another century, then he will 
set another record as the person who has 
scored the maximum number of centuries in 
the World Cups. 

* Viv Richards scored 181 against Sri Lanka at 
Karachi in the '87 Reliance World Cup. This is 
still the highest individual score in World 
Cups. And, at present, there seems to be only 
58 


one cricketer who can break that record. And 
he is none other than the incomparable Brian 
Lara. 

* Winston Davis of the West Indies took 7 for 51 
against Australia at Leeds in '83, which is still 
the best bowling record in the World Cup 
competition. So the question is, whether any 
bowler will be able to break this record? The 
answer is, probably not. 

* The hightest number of centuries that was 
scored in a particular World Cup was eleven in 
1987. The hundreds scored in other World 
Cups was as follows: six in 1975; two in 1979; 
eight in 1983; eight in 1D92. However, the 
record could be broken in this competition. 

Compiled by Hariprasad Chattopadhyay 









Enlightenment. Now available 
in red or yellow. 
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BY RICA ROY 


LIGHTING IT UP! 


T he present lighting system at the 
Eden Gardens by Philips India 
installed dunng the Hero Cup cnckct 
tournament is apparently m no way 
infenor to Arena Vision, a speaal type 
of lighting used elsewhere in the 
world 

It may be mentioned that the 
company is also responsible for the 
lighting at vanous stadiums m India, 
including the Wankhede Stadium in 
Mumbai, the Roop Smgh Cncket 
Stadium in Gwalior and the Lai 
Bahadur Stadium in Hyderabad 
The company has also bagged the 
contraa for lighting a few outdoor 
and indoor stadia in Bangalore for the 
next National Games 

INFORMATION SUPER 
HIGHWAY 

A nyone assoaated with the Wills 
World Cup are now 
expenenang, first hand, the high tech 
communication set up It has an 
integrated onhne real time system 


Tha Edan Gaidam'dasliag floodligliti turn 
nl|M into day 
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spread over three countries and 
consisting of hundreds of computers 
(server 6- nodes) network using 
state of the art V-SAT's.A 
communication setup of this nature, 
enormity and sophistication of 
PUNCOM’s ICON'96 has never been ' 
witnessed before in the history of 
sport. It represents a quantum leap for 
the subcontinent in terms of scientific 
event management and is something 
the region should be proud of, 
functioning as it has been in the 
shadow of the superior technical 
prowess of the developed countries. 

PUNCOM's ICON'96 is the 
backbone of the Wills World Cup '96. 

It is coordinating ail the behind- thc- 
scenes arid front-line management 
activities during the event and will 
usher in the era of computerization in 
world cricket. 

The Wills World Cup'96 is the first 
cricketing event literally running on a 
vast pool of computers and high speed 
state- of- the- art communication 
network. The set up ensures that the 
event goes on with clock like precision 
and unprecedented efficiency. 

PUNCOM's ICON'96 consists of a 
comprehensive integrated system 
coiisiting of seven modules. 

* Event Management 

* Team Management 

* Venue Management 

* Financial Management 

* Statistics Management 

* Sponsorship Management 

* Media Management 


and events and putting it on the 
integrated computer system, thus 
making the information readily 
available online at various venues, at 
the headquarters at Calcutta and base 
stations at Lahore and Colombo in 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka respectively. 
The information available on the 
computer is helpful in generating 
various analytical reports for 
management and control purposes. 

Information in the form of deuils of 
movements of the teams all through 
the tournament, their schedule, their 
press releases, playing eleven 
announcements, captain's 
comments, manager's comments, 
special comments about a particular 
match during the tournament or any 
other information relating to the 
teams could be had from the 
computers. At the venues, the entire 
information colierted from the local 
sources is available about ten to fifteen 
days prior to every match at each 

venue. The venue information could 
be relating to the financial accounting 
of the staging association, inventory 
status, materials management and 
other information relating to the 
venue management. All the 
information from various sources is 
compiled in the computer system to 
generate reports and checks to ensure 
the smooth staging of the match.. 

The information colleaed at w 
local centre or venue updates the 
headquarters at that particular 
country. It thus has information on all 
conneaed venues within that 







hosted in Pakistan. This is helping 
officials of PILCOM based in Pakistan 
to monitor the progress of activities at 
various centres in Pakistan. 

Both the country headquarters at 
Lahore and Colombo are conneaed to 
the HQ, Calcutta. The country 
headquarters updates HQ, Calcutta 
with all required information. HQ, 
Calcutta, therefore, has information 
on all the matches to be played right 
through the tournament. 


Spaetaton will be inurad for this WorM Cup 

SAFE MONEY? 

E ven as there was some concern 
over security in certain quarters, 
there was reassuring news for all those 
who arc be associated with the Wills 
World Cup—players, organisers and 
even spectators. 

A special insurance policy 


conceived by the Natitmal Insurance 
Company for the mega event ensures 
that an injured player will receive Rs 
3,000 per month for the period he is 
hospitalised. He will get Rs 2.S lakh if 
any part of his b<»dy is iiermancntly 
damaged. 

A spectator suffering grievous 
injury during a match, and Itecttmcs 
physically handicapped will be paid Rs 
1.25 lakh. In case of death, his family 
will receive Rs 2.5 lakh. Both cases 







will have to be examined and certified 
by the insurance company and a ticket 
lor the match would be required as 
proof of the spectator's presence at the 
venue. 


Each of t he 17 ma iches to be staged 
in India has been insured. The 
semi-final in Calcutta has been 
insured for Rs 5.5 crores. This sum will 
be paid to the organisers even if not a 
single ball is bowled. 

The 'turf to roof' policy covers not 
only the ground but also for done 
damage to the stands and for cars 
parked at the venue. 

ANAUSSIELANKAN! 
WHAT MORE? 



I SN'T it very ironical considering4he 
circumstances, that much of Sri 
Lanka's recent cricket success is due to 
an Australian: their coach Dave 
Whatmore. 

Remember Whatmore, that stocky 
batsman who played for Australia 
when the Packer boys were 
ostracised? With all due respect to his 
cricketing brain, Whatmore would 
perhaps never have played 
international cricket but for the 
Packer revolution. But don't they say 
that not all great players make great 
coaches and vice versa? 



There is no doubt that Whatmore 
has given the Sri Lankans confidence 
in themselves and this has been of 
vital importance to their success. And 
in case you were wondering how the 
Sri Lankans pulled Whatmore's name 


out of the hat (after toying around 
with the idea of Ian Botham and Allan 
Border), well, let's just say it wasn't a 
shot in the dark. 

Whatmore, you see, is what they 
call a 'burger'; the Sri Lankan 


equivalent of an Anglo-Indian. His 
Australian father married a Sri 
Lankan woman and Whatmore was, 
in fact, bom in Colombo. 

Considering the current tension 
between the two teams and the two 
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Tha Sri laiilnn tMm hat blonamad undar 
catch Dava Whatmora't guidanct 

countries, wonder how the 
Aussie-Lankan manages to be 
diplomatic enough to be immensely 
popular. 


ws 


NEIGHBOURS INDEED! 


N eighbours in need are 

neighbours in deed,"said one of 
the banners in the Goodwill match in 
Colombo. And what are neighbours 
who do not imitate each other? So, 
after the giant bat toured India, we 
have another 50 foot long one doing 
its rounds in Pakistan. This morale 
booster for the home team has been 
signed by top players and public 
figures including the members of the 
team and Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto."God give our team victory in 
the World Cup." goes the inscription 
on the bat. 

Navjot Singh Sidhu is perhaps the 
first Indian ever to have been allowed 
to go abroad without a passport. He 
was allowed to fly for the Goodwill 
match, even though he did not play. 
Whilst on the Goodwill subjea, 
thousands of Sri Lankan fans turned 
out to witness history in the making, 
but the encounter between the 
India-Pak side and Sri Lanka sadly 
turned into an anti-Aussie carnival. 
The men from Down Under came in 
for a lot of flak, berated by brandished 
placards and slogans, some of which 
went ihus:"Aussie PM is Keating, 
Australians are cheating!" 

Another vitriolic one rcad,"Murali, 
you are not guilty. You were only 
convicted by the grandson of an 
ex-convict."The official banners of 
the game were, thankfully, more 
sober and hailed the 
India-Pakistan-Sri Lankan solidarity. 
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WATCH OUT 
FORTHE 
KNOCKOUT 
STAGES! 


r^/ 

Wills World Cup comes 
alive in the knockout rounds. 
Because then, it's a do-or~die 
situation. An analysis of which two 
teams might reach Lahore finally 
for the final 


INDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

HE 1996 World 
Cup is not quite 
like the previous 
editions of the 
tournament. With the 
introduction of the 
quarter-finals and the 
entry of three associate 
members, UAE, Holland 
and Kenya, the league 
matches are no more than 
sparring rounds for the 
major teams. They merely 
serve as encoun'ers to run 
into form and fine-tune 
themselves for the real 
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battle—the kntKkout 
rounds. 

That may sound 
preposterous and unfair to 
Zimbabwe. The newest to 
clamber into the rarefied 
a tmosphere of the Test 
arena, they have caused a 
couple of upsets in 
previous World Cups, 
trouncing Australia in 
1983 and England in 1992. 
Considering the progress 
made by them in the last 
four years, to use the term 
'upset' for their wins over 


the senior members of the 
ICC may not be entirely 
appropriate. They now 
uke on Sri Lanka and three 
former champions. West 
Indies, Australia and India, 
besides Kenya in Group A. 

Zimbabwe's chances of 
making it to the last eight 
are commensurate with 
their experience at the 
highest level. The absence 
through injury of veteran 
David Houghton is a big 
blow in more ways than 
one. That his scintillating 
batting is being missed is 
obvious enough, but 
perhaps even greater is the 
loss in terms of experience 
of playing in the World 
Cup and in the 
sub-continent. Over the 
last season or two, Andy 
Flower and Heath Streak 
have emerged as heroes of 
this keen outfit. But that 
may not be enough to 

Tha two iMas aftba tpactnim: 
Favoarilaa Aiislralia....aiid 
uadankios Holland [foHawino 
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Cricket Bats by SG. The Hard Hitters. 

Every stroke packed with the power, the punch and 
the accumulated strength of the willow. coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between power, 
balance and dvurability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered - with SG. 










propel them into the 
quarter-finals, barring the 
notoriously eccentric 
nature of the one-day 
game. 

The situation in Group B 
is even more tranquil. The 
four accomplished sides 


can hardly be toppled by 
Holland or UAE. The action 
for them aaually begins in 
the quarter-finals. Even 
otherwise, the 
performances in the league 
matches give little 
indication about what the 


final result of the 
tournament might be, 
which is another 
manifestation of the 
glorious uncertainties of 
cricket. 

The only World Cup that 
went true to form was the 


second one in 1979. In that 
year, the West Indies were 
the overwhelming 
favourites. It was a team 
laden with riches in the 
form of a batting line-up 
comprising names like 
Greenidge, Haynes, 
Richards, Kallichanan and 
Lloyd, and a bowling attack 
containing the likes of 
Roberts, Holding, Garner 
and Croft. In addition, 
there was the experienced 
and resourceful Deryck 
Murray behind the stumps, 
and a certain Collis King to 
complete the attack and 
bring up the rear in the 
batting. That he upstaged 
his illustrious team-mates 
in the final was another 
matter. 

The 1983 World Cup was 
the turning point in India's 
one-day fortunes, and a 
stark reminder that the 
limited-overs game can be 
very unpredictable indeed. 
The West Indies were 
expected to complete a 
hat-trick. They had not lost 
a single match in the World 
Cup thus far. India had not 
won a single one, save a 
solitary triumph over East 
Africa in 1975. Yet they 
beat the West Indies in the 
opening match. Then they 
themselves were on the 
verge of elimination as 
Zimbabwe had them on 
the ropes at 17 for five at 
Tunbridge Wells. It was 
only Kapil Dev's blistering 
175 that saved the day. 
Thereafter, it was an 
inspired Indian team that 
beat Australia to earn a 
berth in the semi-finals. 
They then crushed the 
fancied English team and, 
amazingly, dethroned the 
kings in a low-scoring final 

With such an enthralling 
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triumph, the sentimental 
favourites for the 1987 
tournament, held for the 
first time outside England, 
were the two host nations, 
India and Pakistan. The 
West Indies were a 
depleted side and a pale 
shadow of its former self. 
The Australians were still 
to recover from the 
post-Packer blues but they 
pipped India by one run in 
the first match. India and 
Pakistan, nevertheless, 
took their appointed places 
in the semi-finals, and a 
grand finale at the Eden 
Gardens was awaited with 
unprecedented 
anticipation. 

There was, however, a 
twist in the script at this 
stage as the resurgent 
Aussies under the 
stewardship oi skipper 
Allan Border and coach 
Bobby Simpson defeated 
Imran Khan's fancied side 
by 18 runs at Lahore. There 
was a pin-drop silence as 
the last two Pakistani 
batsmen Abdul Qadir and 
Tauseef Ahmed made their 
way to the pavilion. Even 
so, the next day India were 
expected to overcome an 
English team devoid of Ian 
Botham and David Gower 
at Bombay. 

The home-team fans, 
however, did not reckon 
with a brilliant Graham 
Gooch who swept his way 
to a match-winning 
century. The final may 
have been something of an 
anti-climax to many, but 
the Australians were 
deserving victors, albeit by 
a narrow margin of seven 
runs, over a highly 
professional English team. 

In the last World Cup in 


the Antipodes in 1992, 
one-day cricket again lived 
up to its reputation of being 
a crazy game. The holders, 
Australia, were expected to 
do well on home turf, but it 
was the other hosts New 
Zealand who had a 
fabulous—and in many 
ways innovative—run. 

The way they were playing 
suddenly made them 
favourites to wrest the 
trophy. England too put up 
an impressive performance. 

Pakistan, on the verge of 
elimination, defeated New 
Zealand in their last league 
match, and repeated the 
feat as the two sides met in 
the semi-finals. England, 
aided by a dubious rule for 
rain-interrupted matches, 
beat surprise semi-finalists 
South Africa. A struggling 
Pakistan team peaked at 
the right time tf> claim the 
glittering crystal globe in 
the floodlit Melbourne 
Cricket Ground. 

So, going by past 
experience, it would be 
wise not to be earned away 
by the happenings in the 
league matches. The team 
that finishes lourih in its 
group may well beat the 
top learn of the other. All 
that one will have to go by 
is the cliehed thought—the 
team that plays better on 
the day will win. 

Still, the Australians, 
now a first-class 
combination, must 
certainly be tipped to 
repeat their 

sub-continental triumph 
of eight seasons ago. And, 
even though no home 
team has ever won the 
World Cup before, it would 
be a brave man who would 
discount off either Sri 
Lanka, India or Pakistan. • 



Cricket Protective Equipment by SG. 
The Cricketing Armour, an ensemble of 
craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy 
that you should never be forced to clioose 
between safety, durability and comfoi t. 
Best described by the honours you give 
and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to fsme the challenge. 
Protected - with SG. 





WORLD CUP 

QUIZ 


QUESTIONS 


where will the nexi 
edition of the World 
Cup be held? 

How many matches 
are being played under 
floodlight in Pakistan 
during the Wills World 
Cup? 


A)ldantify this 
man? 


When Australia and 
the West Indies decided 
tt) boycott their Colombo 
matches, India and 
Pakistan sent a joint team 
to the Emerald Isle as a 
concession to play Sri 
Lanka a day before the 
Wills World Cup began. 
When was the last time 
that the two countries had 
a combined team? 

Who are the official 
bankers of the Wills 
World Cup? 



UTPAl SORKAP 



BHn which year was this 
Trophy mads? 

Nolan Clarke broke a 
World Cup record 
recently.What was the 
record? 

What is Sri Lankan 
coach Dave 

Whatmore's (who is an 
Australian) conned ion 


with 1 he country? 

1 wo great West Indian 
last bowlers arc in 
i barge of the present West 
Indies team. Can you name 
them? 

What is so different 
about Dennis Waight, 

the physiotherapist of the 
West Indies squad? 
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II Wills arc ihc official 
sponsors of the Indian 
learn, itien who arc the 
official sponsors ol a) The 
Sri l.ankan learn; b) the 
Pakistani tcain and c) the 
West Indies team at this 
World C'lip? 


Cl identify the men in the 
picture? 

What rcastin did 
Shiv Sena chid 
Bal Thackeray give lor 
wanting Coca Cola lo leave 
India? 


ANSWERS 


t.In England. 

2. Just one match, the final at Lahore, 

3. Never before, this was the first time. 
4.1ndian Overseas Bank. 

5. Hc becamp the oldest player ever to play a 
World Cup match. 

6 . His mother is Sri Lankan and he was born in 
Colombo. 

7. Wcs Hall and Andy Roberts. 

8. He is a white man. 

9.Singcr, Coco-Cola and Kingfisher. 
IttBecause, according to him, they arc 
sponsoring the Pakistan cricket team who are 
not welcome in India because they have 
spoken against the country. 


AlRohan Kalpage. 

6 ) 1882 . 

CiRay Illingwonh, 
manager of the England 
team 



Cricket Balls by SO. The Wicket Takers in the game. 
Stitch-by-stitch.Hand-crarted to perfection... 
by master craftsmen. 

Cricket balls that enhance the maestro' s skills 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose 
between shape, grip and durability. 

Swing. Spin. Pace... Always on top of the race. 
Inspired - with SG 



Compiled by Anndam Roychowdhury 








REVIEW 


GONE DUTCH! 

Mia catdseamthersematioiial Davis Cup upset, this time scalping The Netherlands 

FROM AMITAVADASGUPTA, JAIPUR 


G oran 

IVANISEVIC 
had got it spot 
-on. "If a guy 

can serve that big and with 
such consistency, he can do 
some damage 
anytime". The 
Crazy Croat.predicted 
about his opponent after 
beating Mahesh Bhupathi in 
three close sets in the Davis 
Cup World Group play-off 
tie last September. 

Within 20 weeks of that 
forecast, Bhupati had done 
enough damage to send 
Holland tumbling out of 
the '96 Davis Cup 
competition. It was an 
unprecedented 
double-strike by Bhupati, 
as the world No. 344 
scalped the 20th and 
71st-best players in men's 
tennis to set up yet another 
incredible defying-all-odds 
type of victory lor the 
Indian team. A victory 
which propelled India to 
tlu- last-eight stage of 
tennis' jiremierteam 
competition lor the second 
time in four years. In 1993, 
l.eander I’aes, and Ramesh 
Krishnan had carried India 
a step forward with that 
rental kabie coup at Hiejus. 
Leanderand Bhupati could 
well produce an encore, as 
India have drawn Sweden 
in the April 5-7 South Club 
quarter- final tie. And on 

Mihash Bhupathi playada 
haro'a rola in our aatounding 
victory 
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paper at least, the young 
Swedes are definitely 
weaker on grass than the 
Dtitchmen. 

South Club is quite a 
distance away, so let's shift 
locus back to the .lai Club 
and relive the Pink City 
magic. The strong and 


balanced Dutch team had 
come to India with just one 
fear: a man called Leander 
Paes. Still, they could not 
visualise even their wildest 
of nightmares a verdict 
worse than 4-1 in their 
favour. Though they did 
not say it in as many words, 


they had not ruled out one 
upset by Davis Cup miracle 
man Leander. 

World No. 20 .Ian 
Sicmerink.who turned out 
to be the weak link in the 
Dutch line-up, summed it 
up aptly after losing in five 
sets to Bhupathi: "We 




hardly knew anything 
about him (Bhupathi). 
Even in newspaper reports 
here, we read that the only 

guy who had a chance 
against us was Paes. 
Bhupathi has surprised us 
with some great tennis." 

Accolades for Bhupathi 
flowed from all quarters 
and each of those was 
richly deserved. True, he 
had nothing to lose as all 
the pressure was on the 
out-of-touch and eternal 
match-winner Leander. 
But, it is one thing to be the 
underdog and quite 
another to capitalise on the 
advantage inherent in that 
status. Bhupathi did it to 
perfection during the 
memorable weekend 
t,^hich could well change 
his life. 

Going into his first match 
with India 0-1 down, the 
young man from 
Bangalorcjust 
concentrated on playing 
his natural game. He 
always had the big serve— 
perhaps the biggest ever in 
Indian tennis—in his 
repertoire, as well as a 
decent return and 
handsome 

groundstrokes.In Jaipur, 
he revealed a new 
dimension to his tennis — 
silk-smooth volleys— 
which made him a stronger 
foe at the net. 

Back on court for the 
doubles 90 minutes after 
completing Siemerink's 
agony, Bhupathi once 
again played the lead role 
in what was ultimately a 
losing cause. Paul Haarhuis 
and Jacco Eltingh spelt a 
winning formula from the 
word go, but the Indians 
managed to keep in touch 
with the former world No. 

1 duo. 

Sunday dawned with 


India facing the 
improbable task of 
clinching both reverse 
singles to win the tie. 
Logically, it was just not 
on. For the woefully 
out-of-form Leander to 
overcome Siemerink and 
then for Bhupathi to 
overpower Eltingh's 
solildity. 

As always, Leander 
defied logic, rose to the 
occasion and squeezed out 
a four-set win over the 
hapless Siemerink. Even 
though the record books 
will say that Eltingh 
conceded the final match 
(down one set to two and 
1-2 in the fourth). 
Bhupathi did enough in 
175 minutes of 
high-powered grasscourt 
tennis to suggest that he 
had as good a chance as 
Eltingh, if the Dutchman 
had not twisted his right 
knee. Never mind Eltingh's 
distasteful post-match 
comment that he would 
have won in three sets but 
for the injury. So 
insultingly had their pride 
been dented by a team of 
two 'lightweights', the 
normally polite and 
friendly Dutch had lost 
their sense of balance. 

How one pitied the 
Orange Brigade of Dutch 
supporters as they quietly 
sneaked out of the Jai Club 
late Sunday afternoon! 
Some 100 of them had 
spent a fat sum to visit India 
and cheer their 
countrymen to a routine 
triumph. They did their 
very best—dancing, 
singing, shouting and even 
countering the boisterous 
Indian tans ir. chorus. It all 
added up to an electric 
ambience, which 
ultimately rubbed off more 
on the home team. • 







O NE day, on my way 
back from work, 
while waiting on my bike 
at the Chowringhee 
crossing in Calcutta, 
somebody tapped me on 
the back. I turned around 
and saw a man, the height 
of a circus clown, dressed in 
a bright red coat and white 
trousers, with blue shoes 
and a green cap. 

“Hi," he said, "you don't 
recognise me?" 

I looked at him, with his 
iarge, round, sad eyes but 1 
just could not place his 
face. Tile man smiled and 
said,"Well, I didn't expect 
you to recognise me, since 
this is the first time that I 
have approached a human 
being." 

"So then, who arc you?" 

I said, puzzled and curious. 

"My name is 
Mr.Freewheeling," the 
man said, "I decided to 
have a chat with you since 
you are an approachable 
guy." 

"Mr.Freewheeling,"! 
said, looking with bulging 
eyes at this short, little 
man,"! didn't know that 
you could appear in 
human form " 

"1 was forced to do so. 
Because, for the first time 
in ten years in Sjwnsworld. 
I have had to share space 
with an advertisemem." 
Mr.Freewheeiing said in a 
sad voice. 

"Oh God, oh God, I 
mean, we are really sorry 
Mr.Freewheeling. But 
there's been such a spate of 
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ads, you know that it is the 
Wills World Cup, so the 
bosses had no option but to 
put an ad on your page. 
Once the Wills World Cup 
Is over, everything will 
come back to normal." 

He didn't seem mollified 
by what 1 said. So I tapped 
him on the shoulder and 
said, "Come on, get on the 
bike, and we'll go have a 
bite somewhere." So he 
climbed on to the back of 
the bike and we went 
across to Big Max on 
Russell Street. He ordered a 
tutti-frutti while 1 had a 
Black Forest, But 
Mr.Freewheeling still 
looked gloomy. 

"Hey man, why are you 
still looking so sad?" 1 said, 
desperate to make him 
happy. 

"There's one other 
problem," he said, while 
he lucked a spoon of 
tutti-frutti into his mouth, 
"why have you coloured 
me blue for the past couple 
of issues? I have always 
been painted in red. I 
mean, when people look at 
a blue freewheelirtg, 1 have 
noticed that they feel blue 
themselves. I want to make 
people smile. So please 
make me red all the time." 

"Oh yes, of course, of 
course," I said hastily, "I'll 
tell the artist never to put 
grey on you. Is that fine 
with you?" 

Mr.Freewheeling smiled 
and he had the radiance of 
a child. 

We stood outside Big 
Max and then he flapped 
his arms like a bird flapping 
its wings, and he rose up 
into the sky and vanished 
from sight. 
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RAP SESSION! 


5 worW cricket heading towards danger? 







FROM ANDY O'BRIEN.PAKISTAN 


I T would probably be thf 

understatemeni of the year to 
say that this World Cup has Itcen 
a turning point in the history of 
the game. But the point is, that this 
tournament will be a watershed in the 
game, not only from the positive point 
of view, but unfortunately from the 
negative side as well. Let us not forget 
that the scars of the Colombo boycott 
wlli n<it be healed simply by the fart 
that tbe tournament has been a 
succes.s- at least ctunpared to what it 
started out at. Similarly, wounds 
are still opcti onahe other side of the 
spectrum as well The reference being 
the humiliation of England and its 
cricketing allies over the bUntdy coup 
India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka pulled 
off at Lord's three years ago to bring 
the World Cup back to the 
sub-continent. The bat tiegroii i id is set 
and the action will l>egin as siKin as the 
dust of the Wills World Cup settles 
down. 

And it seems that the first salvo had 
already been fired even before the 
tournament had started. The man 
responsible for that was Arif Ali Khan 
Abassi, the Chief Executive of 
Pakistan Cricket, which his many 
critics believe is a one-man 
dictatorship. Abassi is suave, 
straight-talkingand dominating, but 
he obviously knows what he's talking 
about. And if Abassi is of the c^inion 
that there is no turning back after this 

llig flfcawiliili *Hn miM if rrirfrrtfi 
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Worid Cup, then the nM of the 
cricfcrfing world ought'to sit up and 
listen. 

Rocket nundift omr: It has been 
agreed upon that the next World Cup 
will be held in England four years 
hence, but Abassi feds it's not going to 
be so siraightlorward."This time, we 
have paid a record pnee to brmg the 
World Cup to the sub-continent The 
participation fee ($250,000 for Test 
playing countnes |dus $100,000 for 
each of the other asstxiate members 
of the ICC) was a record as was the fee 
taken by the ICC ($5million) to allow 
the World Cup to be held in this area," 
hesays "Theseate 
unheard-of-prkes And 1 can't see the 
ICC readjusting to smaller fees 
Neither can I see the Boards adjusting 
toa analler fee in the next World Cup. 
because once you get used to a certain 
income, you can't go back to a small 
one.'The insinuation is obvious. Even 
though England have won the nght to 
host the next World Cup,it will either 
have to produce the kind of money 
that IS now expected or forfeit that 
right 

Rocket number two. Aliassi 
says,"Somebody will come along with 
the argument that OK, it is England's 
turn to hold the World Cup in the year 
2000 But England says that I will give 
guarantee money of rmly $ 100,000 
each Well, who IS going to agree toil» 
I wem't! 1 rest my case " 

Dangerous words considenng the 
present cinumstarKes which could so 
easily lead to a break-up of the ICC. 
But Abassi is convinced that "Cncket 
has undergone a revolulion," with 
the 1996 WiUs World Cup, which 
leads to icxliet number thnt* 

"This World Cup will probably 
change the face of cncket forever. It 
will never be the same again." 
declares the Pakistan cricket chief. 
"Econonuc force is the strongest force 
there is and this World Cup has taken 
the crkkel world through an 
economic force The other thing 
which has come to light 1 would say, 
is that the center of cricket has now 
gifted to the sub-continent because 
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J hn wd i e ni pirtiddk^ 
iliellSAaiitlHdAdHilWii^ 
dicwtlliey tawnliidMB betilfcin 
niKdmliidefflMiiirr.IVkd^^ 


whiiTinMpiir'^-fnMiir 


yenr, foe iMtr ycank iDenn 
an m a wmif money «f$SOa<MO 
•eachgune. 

ThM's dinldbdtdmaney dtnefs 
avaBaliie. Sotiiel«esaBHAht 
suddeaiy aivmriDI k dir Im 
dtemadve ^nrdK 
sidr<oiitiiient That's iriiyrvesniil 
that dKgepgtaiiliy of ciidKt is 
changing. 


Ttr wiw d oilhw bwithPKn'fefeBg 


eddhatttew be indKipnitflf 
aslntottmeven iaganoikcy. There 


llKyaBliawdirlBipKitmlnrh^ 
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that is where the money is. And agam. 
it is an economic force Sohisallvery 
well to say that the World Cup wiD 
rmate geographically. Of course, it 
win rotate geographically, provided 
the money is rqdrt-" 

If indeed Abassi's stance reflects the 


way cricket adminisuaiois in the 
sub-continent are currendy thinking, 
then it could have consequences the 
cnckrting world can't even dream of. 
Perhaps two separate bodies running 
international cricket with one 
boycotting the teams of the other. In 






tin«ooH9oman<1Ui 
sob^poatanp^iood amounts 
ol moBeir to be finked to iIk 
teenaaineiiL (Oioo-Cob for 
iiwtMicppaididin Mt 3.5 mifiian to 
be chosen as the i^dal soft drink 
of the townament). Then there is a 
bfgtfifleiaKe hi the tdetnsion 
rights which have been sdd this 
rime for someriung fike $ 17 
mfflhm. Ihe hot toK are bdd the 
toitniaincnt in 1987^00 the 


sidt-cootinem, the total tornover 
was$5 inifiii».TI»tfane. 
aoDOKfing to lhr£aaeni fioanomir 
Aennr that a><dd|Hst|d(l gi^hm. 
Sothm ha bitoiafipbetween 
the figures frfbefonc, arid dtoseoi 
the CBtrenttoMrnatirat. Andl 
cant seeanoriMr cmmtry 
a)|uaring to «hese figmes or 


tobetotafirdfflhrent, singly 
because no aBKNUtt of 
adnvahtiathre measures can 
control an eco n omic IcHtc. 


okiaet? 

I yon take the punhasii^ power 
of the nqtee into account Pakistan 
h the hi^lKst paid team in the 
amrid. Apart from rahing the 
payment made toplaymas 
appeannee rntmey every now and 
th^ are have also provided other 
soonxs (d income logo 

sponsorship etc. We are dso no 
longer dependam on gate money 
any more and it h noar a small pan 
of the opeiatiag costs, the sources 
(d uKtHsehi dkket have idso 
shifted of late. 

For instance; our sfamcof 
Woild O9tiinKarerwiDbeS0%. 
And afi the ininstnKWni 
opendhure you have seen at our 
sUMfiums etc. hows been done in 
vkwoitfaat p ro ft anniugin.1 . 
have got the inftial htwesonent 
ftorn abroad and medftdSetthy ; 
ghdngjobslopeoideandpinviifing 
a boost to the tndustiy of rite area. 
]treiiMmlMrillqr.maneyhtim 
anybody.Vs fflee a ftfinte 
ainipniyi|eaei«riefi'fttiown 
fneome. lSiarsli^,f8rnd(lcilhaS' 
|0(lieUMfaqr» < 


short, a total division in world cricket unfortunate acronym since the WC is 
at a time when the game ought to be a water closet or a toilet and 'WC 

propagated around the world, not extravaganza' conjures up fur many 
divided within. foreigners all sorts of unmentionable 

Abbasi has a haljii of referring to the images in countries famous for the 
World Cup as'WC'. English 'Delhi Belly'.'Bombay Belly' 

journalists have joked that h is an and'Karachi Belly'. 





But Abhasi gets hh own back at the 
foreigiieis, especially the Australians 
who accused the Pakistani cricketers 
of matdi fixing and Iwibery.-'they 
said 1 was the worst thing after 
‘Douglas Jardine, because 1 said that 
the truth ahvayshuits when they 
whinged alter Justice Ebrahim stated 
that the cricketers were not guihy. 
And I said that if they are feding hurt, 
then I'm very sorry about their 
feelings, but I didn'^t say anythii^ 
about changing the ccmstruction of 
his sentence in which the word 
'concocted' was used. 

"Then, of course, we sent Saicem 
Malik to Australia. He was mobbed by 



something like 60 newsmen. Nobody 
gave me any explanation as to vdiy 60 
newsmen were jostling one player. 
That is also a security risk. But nobody 
talks about that. Their ex-players 
went on television, Stackpole and Ian 
Chappell and they said things tike 
why do you invite such good teams 
and then bugger about with them. 
Look at how they have treated the 
Lankans. But when 1 called the 
Australians 'the workforce of 
England which had escaped, they 
went berserk." 

And we dare say that any English 
cricket administrator or his Australian 
counterpart would also go berserk if 
he read this particular article. Like we 
said, the battkrgruund is ready. 

Sound the trumpetsl 





PATRIOT GAMES! 


f it's India versus Pakistan, it's mare than Just sportnVs war. Andy 
O'Brien illustrates the manic frenzy in Pakistan 

Z ARMAN MAUK is a the Pearl Continental Hotel lobby television in the foyer and the young 

10-year-old lad belonging to waiting to get a glance at his crirkeiing boy was ecstatic every time an Indian 

an affluent family in Karachi, heroes and maybe get their autograph wicket fell. When I asked him why he 

He spent his evenings, while or maybe even a photograph. The was cheering for Australia, after all. it 

the Pakistan team were in his home highlights of the India-Australia was that country which had accused 

town for their World Cup matches, at match were been shown on the giant the Pakistani cricketers of being 

nOTOGHAPHS ASHOKF rjMKHABOHTY 


corrupt and crooks, his answer was 
simple and very matter of “ their 

opponents are India." 

Mrs Syed of Lahore belongs to a 
different age group. She b a great- 
grand mother but she openly boasts of 
how she promised to say an extra 
namaz if Sri Lanka beat India in their 
match in Delhi. As soon as the 
winning runs were scored, she 
gatiiercd her prayer mat and kept her 
promise. 

It b no secret that every time India 
played a World Cup match, the 
average Pakistani was openly 
supporting the opposition, .ludging by 
that, now you can well imagine how 
desperately the |>eople of this country' 


wanted thdr team to beat the 
traditional enemy in their explosive 
March 9 World Cup quarter final in 
Bangalore. Having travelled in 
Pakistan covering thb World Cup, I 
can guarantee you that the prospect of 
beating the enemy on home turf is a 
desire which, to every Pakistani, 
would probably rate alongside with 
actually winning the World Cup for a 
second successive time. Pakistan's 
captain Wasim Akram claims that his 
men are relaxed and confident of 
taking on A/haruddin's team and 
having seen them over the last few 
days, one cannot but agree with him. 
Akram has also claimed that the 
pressure will be on India lx*cause they 


will be playing at home. He also said, 
"There are quite a few Pakistani 
supporters in India abo." But he 
probably knows deep down within 
himself, as docs hb entire team, that 
though they wtm't be present in 
Bangalore in actual flesh and blood, 
the expectancy of the entire Pakisuni 
nation will be weighing down on hb 
team even though they are thousands 
of miles away behind enemy lines. 




For as manager, Inukhab Abm put 
H, "Fbyingagainst India isa totally 
ddfemii ball game "That statement 
could win him the Hugest 
Undeistatereent of the World Cup 
Award if the World Cup conuniitee 
had instituted one Judging from what 
wehaveseea read and even 
experienced here in Pakistan the 
game against India just isn't cricket 
No sir. It IS WAR in capital letters 

India seems to be an absolute 
obsession to this country whether it 
be the nuckar issue, the arms race or 
tenonsm in Kashmir Every day one 
gets to read in the local newspapers of 
how, "Indian occupational personnel 
and their agents have martyred and 
injured Irccdom fighters in (kcupu'd 
Kashmir" 

It IS almost routine to read about 
how 'the enemy fired at Pakistan 
troops across the lane of Control from 
Arad Kashmu' One has also seen 
quizres on the j^ivemincnt-owncd 
and run Pakistan television network 
which asks the s imers questions like 
What IS the latest laaicsihe Indian 
toKips are using to liarass the people 
of OtcupKHi Kashmir, so that they can 
give up then right to 
vll dcnemnnation'^' The propaganda 
quiz then gives three alternatives for 
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the viewer to c hoose from something 
like a inuluple cIkmcc The ansvver is 
they are blowing up houses of 
timticcnl people and freedom fighters 
With tin help of explosive's 
Take lor example the innrnmg 
papers The s(x>rts pages lead with 


headlines like * Pakistan to India with 
voanng morale heads high’ and 
Pakistan in assertive form IH-Ioie 
quarters against India Thi front 
{ugesof the same jiajiers have all its 
lead stories concerning India 
One story was headlinc'd, "Pakistan 


ready fot tu for tat N Blast dt als 
with how Americans are being fi 
false information about Paktsi 
nuclear potential Another iJiiiie 
says The US Stale Dept «i n ists 
Indian Hiiinan Rights i’l ilu y 
The faa that the sarm state 
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*1taise in Indian defence biM^ct ««ffl 
fuel anus CMC." 

Yet acangdy. whether it is 
hypocrisy or not one doesn't know, 
but the peoide here are overly 
hospiuMe to Indians. That special 
treatment is extended in, but in the 
negative way. when it comes to the 
bureaucracy and the government. 
Moa Indian journalists here to report 
the World Cup. fm inaaiKe, went 
through several days of tension to get 
their visas extended paa the 
prelimitury stage of the competition. 
For days many of tltem travellrd 
across Pakistan without their 
passports (which had gone to 
Islamabad for the m'cessary paper 
work) not a very' healthy thing for 
Indians to do in this country. This 
writer has personally experienced two 
occaskins when the attitude of 
immigration and other officials 
became drastically antagonistic when 
one produced an Indian pas^rrt. 
Despite the hospitality, it's nm easy 
txring an Indian in Pakistan! 

Many Pakistani pct^lc and 


department report vehemently 
triiicises Pakistan for its treatment of 
minorities and use of excessive ftrrcc 
and other such human rights abuses, 
is only a footnote in the story. Yet 
another front page article headlines 
Pritne Minister Benazir Bhutto's claim 


on her tour of Brunei that "India is a 
threat to regional nations.’' Ttic front 
page also feature a box, highlighted 
in pink, alrout how Pakistani troc^ 
retaliated to, 'provoked firing' from 
Indian troops. Another on the back 
page of the same paper screams. 


journalists mo have similar 
complaints about India and while that 
may be true, it is amply dear that the 
Pakistani obses.sinn with India far 
outweighs the average Indian-s 
concern about Pakistan—Bal 
Thackeray's Shiv Sena probably being 
one of the few exceptions. 


ECONOMY 










Married tu Uiisobvious Indian 
hangover, is.the average Pakistanis 
passionate desire to see their cricket 
team win. That fire has been fanned 
over this World Cup by commercials 
and songs, three of which are 
currently on top of the ItKal charts 
One says. "Hum hai Pakistani hum to 
jeeiaangc, yakeen hai kiJeeiaange." 
The lyrics have created a stir in the 
patriotic heart. "Yeh bad mushkil 
hain. door aapni manrJI hain, par 
hum hain Pakistani, hum to 
jcctaange. Arutther intices the people: 
''Pakistan kabhi na bhulo, Pakistan 
hai tumara. Pakistan hai hamara ." 
This sor% has managed to get the 
official stamp of Pakistani's World 
Cup theme song and was blasu-d over 
12 


the public address systems whenever 
the Pakistan team entered the ground 
at the start of play and as s(H>n as the 
team won. Though as fickle ipinded as 
their Indian counterparts, the 
Pakistani cricket fan displays far mure 
passion in their support for their team. 

Take the case of Yousuf Kaiser for 
instance. Bom in the Park Circus area 
of Calcutta and living in Pakistan since 
the age of seven, he doesn't attend 
office on the days when there is a 
World Cup match, instead he sits at 
home, remote control in hand, video 
taping a ball- by- ball version of the 
match, editing everything except the 
real action; from the bowler's run up 
to the batsman's stroke. 

Kaiser says he would kwe to have 


A aicim of Pakistam fanalicnai. ^ Me sM af 
KiMi SfMuadi kemi attachad by « nafcMS 
laa Mag bidia't lart taar to Pakitiaa 

watched the India-I’akisian quaner 
rinal. but he dtx'sn'i want to return to 
India even fora day He says it will 
bring back too tiiaiiy bad metiutries of 
the time he and his family had to leave 
the country under threat, and come to 
Pakistan "I wouldn’t go back even for 
a Pak'istan-liidia World Cup final," he 
says emotionally. 

Obviously, the scars haven't healed 
and beating India in cricket is 
(lerhaps one way of extracting some 
revenge. No wonder former Pakistani 
opening batsman Sadiq Mohammed, 
was almost casual when he told me. 




“As a sales executive, I had to travel 

to distant places for work • There an w pOrvi 
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stations or mechanics mt then, fust bad roads. I had to nly totally on a bike that 
never let me down. I asked my mechanic for advice and bought the 4S Champion. By 

God’s grace. I’ve had no problems... aur 1g;a bolne ka the 


mileage is terrific. 
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“Whatever the result of the 
india-Pakistan match, there are 
bound to be some son of riots between 
the Hiitdus and Muslims in Karachi/' 
Shacking as it may sound, it is 
probably the truth. There Is nothing 
else that a Paki>tani fan expects from 
their cricket team but 'winning'. And 
that mtensity reaches unrecugnis^e 
p r oportions if the win is over India, 
Recently, to celebrate Pakistan's 
group B mn over England at Karachi, 
the kical poBce order the release of all 
criminab >ailed for minor offences. It 
B untiDu^nable wfaal ceieiiraiions 
win take place, if Pakistan beat India at 
Bangalofe in the quai^ finals. 
Similaiiy, how people heir would 
react to a defeat is hard to tell. But 
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former World Cup winning captain. 
Imran Khan was confident that 
Wasim Akram's team would mum 
triumphant to Lahore to fulfil his 
dream of PakisMn winning the World 
Cup in his home town. The 
date of March 17 wasiimiicaBy 
the same day. nine ycats agn- wtien 
Pakistan pulled edf an inoedditc 16 
run Test victory over Intfia at 
Bangalore itself. 

But before Imran's wish can come 
true, Pakistan have faced the daunting 
prospect of piayii^ their next two 
matches in a country, and in front of a 
people it regards as the ennnp. And 


even though Wasim Akram’' .cam 
had a quiet and hurried scrui off 
from Lahore, you can bei > our 
entire bank account that they will be 
given the kind of 'welcome-home 
party', the likes of which have never 
been seen before in the history of 
spun, if they return victorious from 
India. TTir desperateness to beat Iiufia 
in India can almost be felt in the aii 
here. And perhaps it is this 
'despeiateness' that often lifts the 
Pakistan cricket team tocxtraorduiary 
heights when i^aying ^;ainsi Intfia. 
And it is this desperate passion that 
the Indian team, and each and every 
Indian supporter, ou^t to take into 
consideration before they 
contemplate beatii^ Pakisun. 








GARAM 

LANKANS! 



Lanka are the new world champions. 
ANDY O'BRIEN pays tribute to the kings of cricket. 


E ven though he didn't realise 
it himseU, it was indeed 
ironical that Sri Lankan 
captain Aijuna Ranatunga 
addressed the press on his arrival at 
Lahore's Iniemational Airpon, in 
what is known as the 'Ilaj Terminal' 
ironk because the Sri Lankans were 
here on a pilgrimage: to win the World 
Cup and also to prove to the world 
that they are now a force in world 
cricket. 

Ranaiunga admitted that the 
promises u( money and cars didn't 
count for much, because his team's 
desire to win, the trophy that signifles 
world cricket glory, was centred more 
around national prestige rather than 
any individual financial gain. No 
wonder he looked so relaxed when 
receiving the Wills World Cup from 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto. Even 
though Ranatunga admits that merely 
reaching the final was in itself an 
achievement for Sri Lanka, although 
they were not going to settle lor that. 
Especially because they were to face 
off against Australia in the final. 

Right from the start of the 
tournament, when the Australians 
forfeited their Colombo match, 
Ranatunga has taunted Mark Taylor's 

laa OMMaU MtowwwMf a iridiM iaakaa 
aAw Im laaai waa Iha 


team saying,"We are waiting for you. 
If not now. then at some point during 
the tournament." That point had now 
come to pass and that texr. in the final 
of the 1996 World Cup. 

Played against the backdrop of the 
Colombo boycott amtroversy and the 
other controversies that surrounded 
Sri Lanka's recent tour of Australia, 


there was no doubting that the final 
was going to be a huge grudge match 
between two teams who ihcnou^ly 
deserved to be in the title match. Boih 
crickeiing nations have come through 
the rigours of what is known as the 
'cricket evolution'. When the World 
Cup first began in 1975, Sri Lanka was 
not even a Test -playing nation and in 
1979. they had to qualify for the 
tournament. In that tournament, 
thdr win against India (in whkrh 
present manager Duleep Mendis was 
the Man of the Match) furthered their 
flight for full Test status. 

Now less than 20 years since having 
to qualify for the World Cup, the 
one-time pushovers are Kings of 
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World Cricket. And it was roughly at 
the same time (the laic Seventies), 
when Sri Lanka's opptincnis in the 
final had alsoslum^ted into a 
cricketing recession following the 
Packer Revolution and then the 
retirement of key players like the 
Chappell brothers, Dennis Lillee, .Jeff 
Thomson, Doug Wallers, Max Walker 
16 


and the rest. With no real back-up, the 
Aussies couldn't handle the sudden 
exodus and went into a slump that 
lasted many years and which included 
disastrous campaigns in the 1979 and 
'83 World Cups, the latter including a 
defeat at the hands of Zimbabwe. 

The re-building prtKcss began 
under the captaincy of Allan Border 


N RaMlMiga tell Ms team fmn tbt friHM than aH 
Ms taanBaatss played the rotes expacted af 
diooi 

and just as Australia seemed to be back 
at the top of world crickeL another 
exodus iK'gan with people like Border 
himself. Dean Jones, David Boon, 
Merv Hughes, Geoff Marsh and the 
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rest either f^ing out or retiring. This 
time, however, things were different 
and Australian cricket was able to 
handle this new exodus thanks to a 
plethora of new blood who emerged 
to help keep Australia at the top of the 
world game. 

Stuart Law and Michael Bevan are 
two of the players who represent this 
new generation and their 
matdi-winning stand in the semi final 
against the West Indies is yet more 
proof of how successful the Aussies 
have been in blooding new talent. 

But all said and done, the young 
Aussie guns led by Shane Warne. 
were outplayed that Sunday evening 
in Lahore. Right through the 
tournament, they proved that the 
Australians have indeed mastered the 
secret of how to remain at the top of 
international (rickei. But their fast 



bowler Glcim McGrath (a 1983 
graduate, together with Ricky Ponting 
of the very successful Adelaide-based 
Cricket Academy run by Rod Marsh) 
and Damien Fleming were unable to 
improve on their economy rate, in 
order to keep a check on the what is 
now known as the world's most 
feared batting line-up. 

Warne, initially rejected from 
Marsh s academy but eventually a 
graduate from there, had his hands 
full UK), Hying to keep the in-form 
Aravinda de Silva and the crafty 
Ranatunga in check even after the 
Aussie top-order did their bit to 
ensure that the top ol the scorecard 
does not resemble phone 
number, as it did in the semi final 
against the West Indies. 

In spite of all the obvious challenges 



Cagtoin Ranaiwiga hugs Sihra atef tlw 
latter scores a ceniiiry 


The lahere cniwdi weal benefit allar Their 
team'beat ttw Aussies 





WteiMiABriraiMcriciMiMCMiaKik 
taillwy ImM «« iM day il MNarai anl 

that awaited them, Mark Taylor's 
team went into the final as favourites 
tiuiniy because of their professional 
approach to the game and their 
never-say-die attitude. Nevenhelcss. 
they were always at a disadvantage. 
They had to deal with the dangerous 
anli-diinatic effect and resulting 
over-confidence that a sensational 
semi final match can have on a team. 
They also had to handle the faa that 
.the 35.000 spectators who had packed 
the Gadaffi Stadium to back the 
Lankans, who became 'their team' 
after ll^ win over India. The 
II 


Pakistanis would rather support a 
team that humiliated their traditional 
enemy India than a team whose ' 
players and establishment have 
brought disrepute to their cricket and 
cricketers by allegations of bribery and 
match-fixing. 

Ranatunga's team had a torrid time 
in Australia a few months ago-being 
accused of ball-tampering, called for 
'chucking' and as their captain puts 
il. 'at the receiving end of some 
terribly biased umpiring." Ranatunga 
had maintained that had there been 
neutral umpires, Sri Lanka would 
have beaten the Aussies in the Benson 
& Hedges World Series final. 

That tournament ended with the 


Sri Lankans refusing to shake hands 
with the Australian players because of 
the bhtemess that had grosvn 
between the two teams. There is a 
theory that the Aussies chickened out 
frmn playing in Colombo because 
they feared a backlash from the puUk 
there to their team's treatment while 
m Au^iaiia. 

'The Sri lankan captain and his 
team, as indeed the entire Emarald 
Isk, realised that the DnaL played on 
neutral soil and supervised by neutral 
umpires, was an ideal opportunity for 
them to take their revenge as well as 
announce their arrival at the top of 
World Cricket. And that's predsciy 
what they dkl. 


OLD IS GOLD! 



30-yani fielding aides, and certainly no ni^t 
matdies. The Packer revolution was still 
nearly two years away. 

Needless to say, ncM one idayo’from any 
team has kept Miandad comiiany from the 
first Woild Cup. There is no one bom the 







second touriidmcnl either, and only the Sri 
I,ankan skipper Arjuna Ranatunga survives 
from the 198) competition. But for injury, 
Martin Crowe and David Houghton would 
have had this distinnion, and the only other 
familiar faces from the first three editions of 
the tournament are a trio of 
ina nagers/coaches. 

The present New Zealand coach Glenn 
Turner captained the side in 197S. and also 
played in 1979 and l98).The Sri lankan 
manager Duleep Mendis was in t he World 
Cup side from 197%|^^||yi7, and was captain, r 
in the last two of tbbieiigiarnainents when ( 
country had atiaiiic4^^lAD'<^'t<il**'rship of the ' 
ICC. The Sri LankailOW^ Dave Whatmore 
was in the l97Vf|MMiii^|^^*9uad, thoiighiie ;-; ^ 
did not playilt«iy<ildl|ietfin!emat('ha.31iese 
aretheoflArlbdtiframj^eiriydaysoftlic ' ] 
toumauMal dtojWc Mfanadad. i 

ThewtcranMdbfWiyiaisiiian wiia WM j 
surprfgfigly, iftlbf ni^getter in ihr 

coinpctMi>tv|kiftJBlM|lriifitiKssedfl^ 
generalton haadfel^lio^tofhe other In 
I97S, 1*79 and i9ti.d)eNrvvZealand Air 
ctmtabMdthrjnfMifin'aboarHkirLHitT 
C,airna.Aflerafipi.4d^aBlonctoiiQMUucnt.liis { 
son Chris rep ttweini B d lhr CDunliy in 1992. 
andiMAin 19fiii(ifofiedtotakridsplaoras 
one df ibie pre^i^iiiidaiaidm in the wad^ 
Also. Pan Pri n |^ j i ( |yedtBrBra Africa in 
1 97$!, Abilc hfe aiMf tmnrd emt W 

EngiandJn 19j|7ipldl9!ftZ. 

in 19t3 KepioHf^^ 

AuslWrib. and l^^qplirined Sou A ^Mliira in 
1992liKer theyw^ XT-admitted lOtlir ICC:. 
Miandad saw did^nttiand the riacnod fall of 
the West Indies, ipiad ^ scenes of^cltacy as 
both India and PalciStan todlEtinmaswe^ 
efumpions. Bohhy Sfmpson returns as 
Australian coach for the third consecutive 
World Cup. He, along with Allan Border, was 
restHtiisible for the revival of his country's 
fortunes, culminating in the 1987 title win. 
They are now cenainly one of the favourites. 

Pakistan have retaint-d as many as five 
players from the 1987 squad, and nine from 
1992. India and Sri l,anka have also followed a 
policy of continuity with eight and seven 
players respectively finding a place again. Not 
surprisingly, England, who .were labelled as 
Dad's Army not long ago, and have mastered 
the art of chopping and changing sides, do not 
have a single player from the 1987 team. 

The 1992 competition provided the 

a 


platform for the projection of three young 
Iratsmen into the international stage. Sai bin 
Tendulkar matured into a top-class batsman 
just as Brian l.ara's scintillating strokeplay 
flowered, and an unknown Inzamam-ul-Haq 
startled the world with his remarkably 
composed shot-making. They arc now 
arguably the top three batsmen in the game. 
Undoubtedly, new stars will be born in the 
present tournament too, which, for the first 
time, hip three asscK'iate members of the 
. ICC—Kenya and Holland—on view, 
if j ilittle Hli^'en left to chance this time. 

' ;9w^e ma^pirride the intrusion of hi-tech into 
I game bt^Xhe walkie-talkies have made it 

I Siery simple in' the umpires to communicate 
[i-AlAiheir thiH colleague, monitoring the 
^ pnaron televiilon, with regard to close run 
ofai.fnimpin(Md boundary line decisions. 
IbelMilournaiBTnt had a horre-nduus rule 
foriTdlictiMloievers in matches interrupted 
by Ac ntether. The new rule applicable in 
u^dAWorld Cup along with the ready reckoner 
. otiCSSa fairer deal. 

The connoisseur may be aghast at what hr 
hlKilnessing. As the popular television series 
TftaiAyline' brings alive the drama of the 
MbmiousEngland-Austraiia series of 19)2-3) 

. Aangiide the World Cup telecast, it would bt' 
tCfevaakto recall what Jardine's vice captain 
Bob had to say just after the conclusion 
of Ihr 1^2 tournament. Wyatt who passed 
away hist year, was over 90 years old then but 
stillo iKOB observer, wrote, "I can't bring 
myscff tO-believe it to be cricket. It is 
prostlhriion of the game, and just an 
enterfidahirnt for those who don't 
understaiuttbe finer points of the game of 
cikfcet. I simpose from a financial standpoint 
it is advisable for first-class cricketers to play 
some limited-overs cricket but it should not 
be allowed to creep into all cricket." 

Certainly, so many of the three billion 
people who are currently watching the World 
Cup in as many as 110 countries will know 
this as the only way to play the game of 
cricket. But the finance managers will not be 
complaining if the PILCOM estimates of 
grossing US$ 100 million are proved correct. 
Cricket never had it so good. No wonder there 
is already a broad smile on the face of 
'Gtxiglee', the rolypoly mascot. 

IndraVikramSingb 
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obUge with some big hitting 
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G reat oidcet teams are 

created by their balance in 
'dinerent departments of 
the game, from the 
obvious ones of batting, bowding and 
fielding, to satisfying spedfic 
requirements. Not aU crkketets can 
satisfy different needs of the team 
with the same degree of efficiency. 
Cricket used to be thought of as one 
game, but then became one that had 
two distinct brandies, from 1971, at 
the international tevel. Test cricket 
began to be supplemented by 
limited-overs cricket and for king it 
was believed Test matches would 
crmtinue to reign, but now the shorter 
version of the game seems to be more 
popular. 

On June 23.1979 the West Indies 
proved conclusively to the world, that 
they were the best in the game. On 
that wonderful summer day. the 
28-ycar-old Barbadian, Collis 
Llewellyn King, along with The Lord 
of Lord's, Vivian Richards demolished 
the English attack to give the 
Cariblieans an imposing saire. The 
spectators at Lord's were familiar witli 
the rampaging moods of Lloyd and 
Richards, but on that day in June, 
Collis King playing some aggressive 
shots, upstaged Richards. Richards' 
explosive batsmanship won him the 
'Man of the Malch'award, but Coll . 
King was the key figure in snan ‘nag 
the initiative from the Englisii wwlers 
who had dispersed off the top order of 
Gordon Greenid^, Desmond Haynes, 
Alvin Kalficharran and skipper Lloyd 
for only 99 runs. 

Vlfhidi brings us to the history of big 
hitting in the game of cricket, it must 
be stated, that of all memorable 
cricket feats none gives greater 
pleasure than the big hh, that massive 
hit which sends the ball soaring out of 
sight. These rare miracles of timing 
and power arc loi^ remembered and 
recalled. Every cricket ground has its 
own quota of legends of historic hits, 
and every such hit provokes the 
















Guy UnlHi is OM ■( SomHi Mrica's hmlnt 
bMin ani Us Itt is flwir siMaiiii ssosuMir 
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question of just how far a cricket ball 
can be struck. 

The most notable six hitting feat 
was Sir Gary Sobers' six sixes in one 
over from M.A. Nash (Glamorgan) at 
Swansea in 1968. This has now been 
equalled by Ravi Shastri, who in 
scoring 200 not out in 113 minutes—a 
record time—^for Bombay v Baroda at 
Bombay in 1984-85 hit 6 sixes in an 
over from Tilak Raj. Also of virtual 
equality was M.J. Procter's feat for 
Gloucester v Somerset at Taunton in 
1979. His score of 93 included 6 sixes 
off consecutive balls he received from 
D, Breakwell.The score card after 
three overs from Brcakwell—all 
bowled to Procter—read 
...6..6..66666611. This gave Proctci 8 
sixes from 12 balls—an over 
boundary—hitting feat without 
parallel. 

Another notable sequence of 
scoring big runs came from Vivian 
Richards' bat in his innings of 157 for 
Antigua v Bermuda at Hamilton in 
1984-85: his last 56 runs were all 
made in the form of boundaries and 
sixes. When playing for Somerset v 
Sussex at Hove in 1984, Richards 
became the first batsman to hit a ball 
over the Arthur Gilligan stand (26 ft 
high) with an enormous straight carry 
of over 130 yards. 

Coming to one-day cricket, it could 
be anybody's game on that particular 
day.Take for example, one of the most 
extraordinary contests between 
Australia and the West Indies held 
recently during the Benson & Hedges 
cricket tournament held Down 
Under. With one ball to go and 
Australia needing four runs for 
viaory. Michael Sevan hit the ball 
straight for a boundary and won the 
match for his team. How many players 
in the contemporary game could have 
emulated Sevan's deed ? This is a 
question topmost on every 
captain's mind during the 1996 Wills 
World Cup. 

But is one day cricket really all 
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about big lulling ? It certainly is. Such 
an argument may not appeal to the 
purists, but the masters of the shorter 
version of the game like Clive Lloyd, 
Gordon Greenidge, Viv Richards, 
Imran Khan, Ian Botham, Kapil Dev, 
Krtshnamachari Srikkanth, Desmond 
Haynes, Javed Miandad and Dean 
Jones, have excelled in stroke making, 
while at the same time accumulating 
runs at a rapid rate without 
necessarily throwing their wickets 
away. 

Do these big names come under the 
category of big hitters ? And, what 
about those players who have 
customised their style purely for the 
slog overs ? As a matter of fact, hot h 
types of batsmen count lor a team. A 
closer look at the evolution of the 
one-dayers shows that the dividing 
line between these two categories is 
getting thinner by the day. There are 
not many players at presc'nt who play 
only Test matches. The demands of 
the game in the modern era suggests 
that only those with an ability to score 
quick runs can survive. 

Interestingly, the 'Great-batch' 
formula employed in the last World 
Cup has robbed the end overs of much 
romance. The formula of 'hang 
around till the final onslaught' seems 
old-fashioned. The new method of 
launching an all-out attack in the first 
fifteen overs itself is likely to be 
employed by several teams in this 
edition of ihe.Cup with New Zealand's 
Nathan Astel setting the trend in the 
very first game at Ahmedabad 
against England. 


Sachin Tendulkar, Saeed Anwar and 
Romesh Kaluwitharana are the men 
who go in for the big hits right from 
the early overs. Tendulkar is 
undoubtedly the most dangerous of 
all in this category and is capable of . 
executing a fierce slrttke on any 
delivery. Anwar has also performed 
remarkably in this role. And ttf course, 
Pakistan's succe.ss in the Cup depends 
to a large extent on Anwar's 
contribution in the first 15 overs. 
Kaluwitharana has done wonders in 
Australia and if he manages to 
maintain that supreme form, Sri 
Lanka is likely to have a good run in 
the tournament. 

The Itidian middle order boasts of 
men like Mohd. A^haruddin, Vinod 
Kambli, Sanjay Manjrekarand Ajay 
.ladeja (if he is not played as an 
opener). A/.har and Kambli are the 
kind who can rip apart any attack on 
their day. Azhar has the record of 
scoring the fastest century in 
one-dayers! 

Sri Lanka has the most experienced 
middle-order batting line-up with 
Arjuna Ranatunga, Aravinda de Silva, 
Asanka Gurusinha and Roshan 
Mahanama out there in the middle, de 
Silva is again a batsman with amaxing 
batting prowess. Mahanama, on the 
other hand, has mellowed down in 
the past couple of seasons. 

New Zealand will certainly miss 
their outstanding batsman, Martin 
Crowe, but they have some 
enthusiastic youngsters in their side. 
Players like Stephen Fleming, Adam 


Parore, Nathan Astle (who sceved the 
first century in this tournament) and 
Shane Thompson are all uleiiied 
players and can wreak h.ivoc on any 
oppostion. 
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Pakistan's veteran Javed Miandad 
has never really used the long handle, 
and yet has the capability to sciire runs 
at rapid pace. He is backed by the likes 
of Salim Malik, Inzamam-ul-Haq and 



Basit All. All of them arc ruthless 
hitters, but lack consistency. 

Inzamam had shown in the last World 
Cup that hard hitting can turn 
matches around. South African 


Tbit tough AuMraliau will bo • hazard to claaa 
ia fialdan.No bowlar could diamisi Michaal 
Bovan during the roGOfll WSC coaioit Down 
Undof 

middle-order batsmen Hansie Cronye, 
Jonty Rhodes, Darryl Cullinan are all 
good players and possess the 
flamboyance of big hitters. 

With Brian Lara back in the team, 
the Windies middle-order looks much 
better. If Lara opens the innings, the 
task of carrying the team through the 
middle overs will be left on Richie 
Richardson, Shivnarine 
Chanderpaul, .Iimmy Adams and 
Roger Harper. Richardson can really 
get after an attack, but has an 
inconsistent track record which, of 
late has got even worse. 

The deliberate strategy of taking 
initial advanuge by hitting over the 
inner circle has underlined the 
importance of big hitters, especially 
when it is a very close contest. 
Surprisingly, none of the teams have 
any real hitters in the conventional 
slogging slot, the last ten overs. 
Traditionally, it were the all-rounders 
and the bowlers who usually were the 
tail enders, who did the job of slogging 

Though the game has undergone 
cataclysmic changes in recent years, 
the big hitters are still vital to a team's 
success. For, come what may—the 
six balls to go, seven runs to win,and 
eight wickets down —type of 
situations will surely .stand the test of 
time. The big hitters will have the last 
laugh and they are 
naturally holding centrestage in this 
edition of the World Cup. 






Ly Empires these days 

are under increasing pressure from players and the 
advent of new technology. But the introduction 
of the third umpire has been a step in the right 
direction. An overview of the position of umpires 
in the modem game byt.s.venkatraman 


O N 5thJanuary, 

PILCOM announced the 
names of the on-field 
umpires, third umpires 
and match referees for the Wills 
World Cup cricket tournament. 


S.Venkataraghavan and 
V.K.Ramaswamy are the two on-field 
umpires from India in the national 
grid panel with Khizar Hayat and 
Mehboob Shah from Pakistan, 
K.T.Francis and B.C.Cooray from Sri 
Lanka; other on-field umpires 
in the panel are Stephen 
Randall(Australia), Steve Dunne 
(New Zealand), David Shepherd 
(England), Steve Bucknor (West 
Indies), Cryil Mitchley (South Africa) 
and Ian Robinson (Zimbabwe). 


Fears, before the start of the sixth 
World Cup, that umpiring may trigger 
a few controversies are not misplaced, 
especially against the background of 
what occurred in the previous World 
Cups. Instances recorded during those 
tours have triggered a discussion 
whethei the umpires were ignorant of 
the laws or applied them whimsically 
for the benefit of the home team. The 
complaint made by the Indian team's 
management, not to post Len King for 
the matches, is still fresh in our 
memory. The happenings in Australia 
a few years back have prompted a 
debate over the concept of neutral 
umpiring. Strictly analysed, the whole 
idea seems repugnant since it is 
generally understood that an umpire 
is neutral. Maybe, he is prone to 


commit a mistake, just as a fielder fails 
to hold a catch or a wicketkeeper 
misses a stumping. After all, he is 
human. 

His work today is far more 
demanding because of the 
emergence of new gadgets, to study 
and evaluate his decisions. The action 
re-piay often puts him in a spot. 
Facilities for such scrutiny tend to 
accentuate the tension of the umpires 
who seem to falter now much more 
than they normally do. 

Players do take in their stride many 
genuine errors. But what they cannot 
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bear, more than the ignorance of the 
law, is the perceived intention of 
double standards. This is what 
apparently had annoyed our 
cricketers and officials in Australia a 
few years back. So much has been said 
about the debatable quality of 
supervision witnessed in the series in 
which the Indian cricketers 
participated. 

How far has neutral umpiring 
minimised the controversy remains 
an intriguing poser? No scries In 
recent memory, those even involving 
neutral umpires.has ended without 


an accusation or two. Whatever may 
be the argument in favour of neutral 
umpires, the concept has not obtained 
the approbation, except in Pakistan. A 
major hurdle relates to footing the bill 
for the umpires. Countries like New 
Zealand agree to the idea in principle 
but traditional powers like England 
and Australia are reluctant even to 
experiment with it. Neutral umpires, 
at best, rhay dispel apprehensions 
about (>artiality, but there is no 
guarantee to competence. 

A lot has also been said and written 
about the pressures of modern day 


appealing. More so in the game of 
cricket. 

In cricket, the law says that batsman 
cannot be given out by the umpire 
unless appealed to by the other side. 
Hence an appeal is necessary. 

Whereas in other games,the 
refcree/umpirc immediately blows 
the whistle or signals as soon as an 
offense is committed. Therefore the 
cricket umpire's decision comes under 
closer scrutiny as the onlooker's 
A racifwoM appeal by a gnw|i of plairm oMm 
pals uadoe prHmm 00 die BMpire .Haro 
iBopiio David Shaphard is coairoaled by a 
groiqiaf Pakislam piayors 
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attention remains focused on the 
umpire more. 

There are various types of appeals 
made; 

a) The chorus appeal: The chorus 
appeal is the one when practically all 
the fielders, especially, those* near the 
wicket, jump in the air in one aaion 
and one voice with the fielders' hands 
raised hixh up. 

b) The concentrated apfK'al; The 
concentrated ap|H.‘al is when the pitch 
of the voices is stronger than the arms 
flying or the high Jump is not visible. 

c) The reflex appeal; The reflex 
appeal is noticed when the bowler or 
wicket-keeper or a close-in fielder 
joins the appeal after somebody has 
already made it. 

d) The solo appeal: The solo appeal 
is the eflort of cither the bowler ttr 
wicketkeeper without the other 
supiHining him. 

e) The half-hearted appeal: The 
half-hearted appeal is when some 
fielder has a slight feeling of 
uncertainty or almost decides to 
withdraw the appeal. 

After all. they are appeals falling 
within the purview of the law and the 
umpire may entertain any of them. 
Now all these appeals do not 
necessarily mean trying to pressurise 
the umpires. It is also done to work on 
the mind of the batsman concerned. 

There is no high court or Supreme 
Court to overrule the umpire's 
decision. However, he may alter his 
decision if satisRed on his own that It 
was not correct. Iqbal Qasim was 
given out Ibw off Kapil Dev in an 
earlier Bangalore Test. Qasim 
indicated that he had played the ball 
and the umpire realised it 
immediately. He was thus justiRed In 
reversing his decision. 

Tiiere is no doubt that appealing 
plays a tdlal role. 'Diere are players still 
in the game who are very fair in 
appeattngand are ready to help the 
umpire. There are batsmen who 
immediately walk tyhen they know 
they have no reason 10 occupy the 
wicket any more. Certainly, in these 
days, the umpires should be very 


grateful if more players join this 
category. Cricket still remains a 
gentleman's game. 

After a protracted period of 
discussion, suggestion and 
counter-suggestion concerning ways 
and means of ameliorating actual—or 
imagined—umpiring errors, the first 
move was made a few years ago. The 
authorities in South Africa introduced 
into their series against India the use 
of a third umpire who, with the 
assistance of a television screen, was 
to assist his colleagues in the middle, if 
called upon by them, to adjudicate 
upon close run-out or stumping 
decisions. As might have been 
predicted, with the experiment only 
three years old, controversy has 
already arisen. 

The first use of the new system 
appeared satisfaaory when Indian 
batsman Tendulkar was given out 
after the responsible umpire had 
sought the assistance of his colleague 
with the screen; a decision apparently 
accepted by all concerned without 
demur. Later, in the same match, 
however, the Indians were incensed 
when Jonty Rhodes appeared to them 
to have been run out, only for the 
umpire to rule otherwise and then, 
despite protests, to decline to call for 
the assistance of the third umpire. It 
was later revealed that the picture 
showed the batsman to have been 
short of his ground when the wicket 
was broken and that the umpire had 
admitted dial he had been in error in 
not calling for the back-up proyided 
by the camera. 

Controversy of this nature has a 
tmdency to proliferate and it was not 
long before it had spread to Australia 
when Brian Lara was given out 
stumped by the lumpire.It led to 
protests that, had the camera system 
been in use there, the decision would 
have been shown to be incorrect. 

But an umpire's'job—particularly 
at the top profesdonal level— is an 
MoHgwHIi Mm gam olaiillnteMpiriiis bat 
•kaiaaaMgb1aeh.lNpiiM Ibwa days uaa 
walkw talbiat la caaMaaaicala wM Ilia third 
laapira, aad haia Jbaaiy Adaan af Watt Miat 
givaa aa abaady etaifeardeaad Oickia BM 
t aait hti p with hit radia 


unenviable one and, like many in 
sports jbumalism, 1 am not totally 
opposed to the introduction of 
methods designed to make the job 
easier. However, with the present 
experimental system, it must be 
realised that the ultimate 
responsibility as to whether or not he 
should seek the help of the camera lies 
with the individual umpire and that 




any dedsion he may make in this 
respect may prove just as—or even 
more controversial— than one made 
in the usual way. 

Talking about the third umpire, 
there is no doubt that he has already 
been vested with the responsibility of 
giving the close decisions on say, 
run-out, stumping or hit-wicket but it 
is felt that his jurisdiction can be made 


vnder. For instance, a catch is taken on 
the boundary-line and the fielder 
might have stepped on the ropes. On 
such occasions, the use of the third 
umpire should be allowed. His 
services can also be used to decide a 
boundary or a six. 

But some umpires do feel that the 
presence of the third umpire adds to 
the 'pressure' of officiating in a 



one-dayer. As a result, they refer even 
the simplc'st of run-out decisions to 
him. Such frequent acts might save 
the umpire the embarrassment at 
times, but it does not augur too well 
for them. Since the facility of the third 
umpire is available only in 
international cricket, such umpires 
can find it difficult when officiating in 
the domestic matches. 

Already leagues and clubs in 
England find it difficult enough to 
secure the services of two qualified 
umpires to officiate in their matches. 

In many instances, difficult becomes 
impossible and the umpiring duties 
fall on the shoulders of members of 
the batting side. The mere idea of 
having to find a third umpire could be 
enough to bring about the resignatStm 
ol many a club secretary, to be close’y 
iullowcd by that of his colleague, tne 
treasurer when the question ol 
purchasing television cameras and 
screens arises. 

It may, of course, be argued that 
such appunenances are not necessary 
in the lower echelons of cricket and 
could therefore be confined to the 
professional side, where money and 
the provision of personnel appears to 
be less of a problem. However, as we 
have seen in the past, the 
tendency is for matters which at first 
affect only the first-class game to 
eventually spread. 

Therefore, it might only be a matter 
of time before we have players in club, 
village and even school cricket 
disputing umpiring decisions even 
more than they do at present and 
demanding the employment of third 
umpires and television cameras in 
their matches. 

While in England recently, I have 
iieard it suggested that a solution 
might be to isolate Test and county 
cricket and allow it to evolve its own 
laws and regulations together with its 
own system for the control of its 
games. To my mind—and I am sure in 
the minds of countless ««hcrs—such 
an idea does nut bear thinking about 
and would prove an absoluu; disaster 
for the future of the game we love. 
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V_ here's many 

a slip in between 
the Cup and the lip 

E verybody seems to be 
blaming me for the poor 
show. But it's the wind which is 
the actual villain. I admit the 
programme was a flop. The 
screen on the score 
not function and 

- -GIANFRANCO 

Italian who was responsil^ for the 
laser show at the opening 
ceremony of the Wills World Cup 

WE repeatedly asked both teams 
to reconsider their decision. But 
their one-point agenda was to 
shift the venues. How can you 
talk to someone who has already 
made up his mind 
—ARIF ALI KHAN ABBASI, Pakistan 
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I don't want to ccunment about 
their (West Indies and Australia] 
decision. For us we have no fear 
about security risks 
—ANDY FLOVi^R, Zimbabwean 
captain 

WE are extremely disappointed 
we don't want to earn points 
without playing 
—ARAVINDAde SILVA 

1 am not looking at any one. I am 
not looking beyond the West 
Indies. From the quarterfinal 
stage it is a matter of winning 
three matches.We are capable 
—BRIAN LARA 

THERE has never been a problem 
motivating us. The guys are 
hungry for the World Cup to start. 
You can sense it 

—HANSIE CRONJE, South African 
captain 

1 cannot conceive of any security 
measure that would absolutely 
guarantee the safety of our 
players against the threat of 
suicidal terrorists. And that is the 
one and only consideration that 
influenced our decision 
—PETER SHORT, President of the 
West indies Cricket Board of Control 

WE came here t«> show that there 
is nothing wrong in playing here. 
People here love cricket and we 
didn't want to let them down 
-WASIMAKRAM 







IF the Kenyans can pby as well as 
they sing, they will lick everyone 
—SUNIL GAVASKAR,referring to 
the Kenyans sterling performance 
at the opening ceremony dinner 
with their vocal chords 

FOR Holland, it is like fighting a 
champion in the ring. You accept 
the challenge and you are 
honoured 

-STEVEN LUBBERS, Dutch captain 

HENRY KISSINGER said that 
only an idiot could nqt change his 
mind. But as far as we are 
concerned the West Indies Board 
of Control, having looked at all 
the angles, says we are not going 
—WESLEY HALL, West Indian 
manager 

IMRAN has been and will remain 
my hero. Though I have been 
described as his successor 1 have 
to win the Cup to match his 
achievements 
-WASIMAKRAM 

IN a way it is a pity for Dutch 
cricket that I will probably be 
selected even if I'm only 50 or 60 
per cent fit 

- -ROLAND LEFEBVRE.Holland 

BOTH Australia and the West 
Indies should 

have been penalised like it would 
have happened in football. Both 
these teams should not only have 
been thrown out of the World 
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Cup, but also barred from playing 
the game for at least one year. But 
the ICC unlike FIFA is a toothless 
body and let us leave things at that 
- KAPIL DEV 

NOBODY likes to see his record 
broken, but then records are 
made to be broken. And I have no 
regrets as the record I held for 
almost 39 years has been broken 
by a very good batsman. He is 
world class but to me. Sobers was 
sent to earth by God for cricket. 
All good things were rolled into 
one player and that was Sobers 
—HANIF MOHAMMED on Brian 
Lara 


YES, my bowling action was 
wrm^and the umpire made 
32 * 


no 


mistake by calling me a chucker 
—HENRY OLONGA, Zimbabwean 
pace bowler 


THOSE who talk of only I,ara and 
Tendulkar—and I concede there 
are many, including the so-called 
experts—do not understand 
cricket. These people are not sane 
—AJITWADEKAR 


IF that's the case there is no point 
in all of us being here. Cricket is 
not tennis or golf, it's a game 
played by 22 people. I doubt if 
Lara or Tendulkar could do 
anything if they did not get the 
support of their teammates 
—RICHIE RICHARDSON 


HE ua yci^tood batsman. 
PeiWuiliais the best in the world 
now,3fliaplays consistently he 
wiirgodown in history as a 
great cricketer 
—BRIAN LARA on Tendulkar 


INDIA'S fortunes will depend on 
how many runs the little 
champion scores. There is no 
doubt Tendulkar is the real thing 
—SUNIL GAVASKAR 

SOUTH AFRICA look both 
ominous and dangerous 
—TONYGREIG 

I have no inhibitions about 
playing in Pakistan 
—MARK TAYLOR 













Darkness At Noon 



OVYKAPADJA analyses the dedine of West Indies cricket 


O F all sad words of tongue 
or pcn.thc saddest arc 
those that might have 
lieen Tins axiom aptly 
refleas the current of the West Indies 
cncket team Their superiority in 
world cmkel has never been under 
question till very lately when 
everything started to go downhill for 
them It IS a situation that the proud 
West Indian cmkctcrsarc finding 
difficult to eopc with Twice world 
champions in 1975 and 
'79 runners-up in 1983,lhe Windies 
struggled in the 1996 edition of the 
World Cupjalling to even lowly 
ranked Kenya How the mighty have 
fallen 

1 here was a time when legendary 
Aussie skipper, Allan Border rated the 
West Indies as the best team of the 
decade keeping m mmd their 
consistcni performances Ravi Shastn 
had also commented that 'matches 
were lost in the dressing room, due to 
the trepidation and fear of playing the 
West Indiali pace quartet, and when 
that was over the opposition bowlers 



quaked at the thought of faang Viv 
Richards and his men 
But limes have changed The Wills 
World Cup has shown that the 
Windics phase of invincibility is over 
The important question that anses is, 
IS It the end of an era, or is the team 
merely gomg through a transitional 


Tha Wart Mia* taam It not fearad by thair 
appaiiiiaa at lhay OBca wera 

phase'? More importantly could it be 
due to bad captaincy * The great 
Vivian Richards and renowned fast 
bowler turned cncket 
commentator,Michael Holding 
castigated captam Richie Richardson 
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for his lacklustre capuincy. 
Today.Richardson is being labelled as 
an estabhshnient man. 

It is a critidsm that Ridiardson did 
not react to. Though he did make ita 
point to say that,*How can I only be 
blamed for the decline of the Windies. 
I do not have some supernatural or 
magical powers that I can use in order 
to make my team win or lose. Hie 
whole set up is to be blamed. We have 
to now carefully search for and 
nurture talent. The focus of the youth 
in the Caribbean islands is now not 
just on cricket but in other sports also.* 

Richardson's views on the 
socio-cultural transition in the 
Caribbean Isles can be accepted as one 
of the factors foi the decline of 
Windies cnckei. The advent of 
satellite television has led to the 
increasing popularity of other sports, 
like basketball beamed live from USA, 
football from Europe and athletics. 
The ementcnce of naturally gifted 
cricketers is now on the decline. In the 
1977 home series against Pakistan, 
both Michael Holding and Wayne 
Daniel got injured Replacements 
tUilin Crofi and Joel Gamer proved 
more than adequate to the task. 
Michael Holding, now a Star TV 
commentator remarked, "dunng my 
days if you got injured it was tough to 
get back in the team, there was such 
stiff competition, c*specially amongst 
fast bowlers." In 1987-88, Curtley 
Blexm Lindwall Ambrose*, an 
unknown from Swetes village, 
Antigua sparkled in his one day 


international debut against Pakistan 
and in 1988 in his hist Test series 
against England made a considerable 
impact. 

Richie Richardson admits that the 
seemingly endless flow of last bowling 
ulent seems to have dried up. Ian 
Bishcqi is the last of the great Windies 
pacctnen to emerge. Newcomers like 
Otis Gibsoa Vasbert Drakes, 

Anderson Cummins and Kenneth 
Benjamin have required a lot of 
grcximing. Vivian Richards feels that 
the West Indies Board must now 
devote greater lime and attention to 
develop talent amongst teenagers. He 
advocates the setting up of academies 
like the Australian Academy or the 
MRF Pace Academy in Madras. 
Richards feels that as an array of 
talented ent keters no longer regularly 
emeige, better organisation and 
scientific training is required. 

Several former Test stars feel that 
the rut in West Indian cricket started 
due to erroneous seleaion polities by 
the West Indian Board in the I99(K. It 
IS felt thai stars like Malcolm Marshall. 
DcMiiond Haynes and leff Dujon were 
made to prematurely retire. But their 
experience could have lieen utilised to 
serve West Indies cncket a little 
longer. Some of the arbitrary 
selections mentioned were the 
needless omission of Vivian Richards 
from the 1992 World Cup, the strange 
and surprising exit of blistering fast 
bowler Patrick Patterson after the 
1992-93 tour'Down Under', and the 
needless antagonism with compact 


opener Desmond Haynes. It is said 
that Patterson was not conddered for 
selection for the Wndies after the 
1993 tour due toa rift with 
Richardson. Ihc dcimieT however says 
that Patterson was injured and did not 
play first class crideet to win bark his 
international place. 

There is a lot of criticism that the 
current Windies team lacks enough 
talented players and their batting is 
brittle. A perusal of results in recent 
years reveals that with mudi the same 
squad, Windies appeared formidable 
in early 1993. 

During that phase. Richardson led 
from the front and his captaincy was 
complemented by his ovm good form. 
Hie 'fatigue syndrome' which caused 
Richardson to miss international 
cricket for eight to nine months is 
seen as a setback. Richardson now 
seems to have lt>st his gnp on the team. 

In the match against Kenya, 
expenenced bowlers like Ambrose, 
Walsh and Ian Bishop conceded 33 
extras. The attitude to chasing a small 
total of 166 was also casual. 

In the Wills World Cup, 
the only batsman to salvage some 
reputation was Shivnarine 
C.handerpaui. 

The past.for the West Indies was 
one big party. The present,coupied by 
their own lack of determination and 
effort is turning out to be a journey to 
hell. 


OF srm AND SUISTIN E B 





PssL.Whafs 
The Bet? 



about? A case study 

FROM ANDY O'BRIEN PAKISTAN 


T HF (larrc)w hylaiies of Jodia. 
Ba/ar (Karachi scguivalenl 
of C alculta s Burra Ba/ar) 
wore quiu* a desolate Imik 
today as my Pathan taxi dnvei 
mantK’uv red his yellow Su/uki 
through Us serpentine lanes The few 
people around were busy making 
their way to the nearest masjid and 


one was reminded that there- was no 
way that we could proceed so 
smoothly on a normal day through 
the same path as we did ttxlay simply 
because Fiiday ts Pakistan’s 
equivalent of what is our Sunday 
Moreover it was mid afternoon and 
everybixly was busy with their 
juntiTui prayers 

So what was a cricket reiHirter 
doing in the .corching afternoon 
checking out on some isolated 
niarketplaci while the Pakistan 
cncket team wer-- busy with net 
praaice at the National Stadium 
diagonally across the city ^ It 
was simple really One had read 
newspaper reports prior to ihe Wills 
World Cup claiming that Jodia Ba/ar 
was the centre of the ille^l betting 
operations in Pakistan whic h had 
direa links to the gambling syndicates 


of Bombay and Dubai 

So hc-rc we were in lodia Ba/ar 
checking out first hand what this 
cricket betting game was all aliout 
I he Pathan at the whc-cl warned me 
(in the midst of his lecture of how his 
fc-llow Pathan Imran Khan was a 
fdrcshtch (angel) sent to Pakistan 
from the Almighty)that all out 
inquiries ought lobe made subtly Hc-st 
people Ih (life ndeci or suspicious oi 
our inte ntions The man was also kind 
c nough to aid and abei in my 
selienics stopping Ihe cab Ire-queiitly 
to inquire about things until he 
esc ritually got to the topic of where 
we could find a iKKikie to lay a cricke-t 
bet The subtlety eve-ntually landc-d 
me in Jiiinah s Sports shop which wc 
were tip{ied oil as tK-inganoihe r 
"betting joint' 

Half an hour later all that one had 
got after emerging Irorii the shoji were 
two World t upT shirts The next 
tip off led us to the money changers 
who deal in illegal foreign c iirrene y 
just around the corner Iroiii Jinnah's 
Having politely checke-d out the 
prevailing black market rate for the 
dollar ('subtlety remember, was the 
key word) the bombshell was 
dropped "Cne ket ka bhaou kya ham 
(What ate the odds in the erickcf^) 

The man who had his rupee note's 
screaming into niy face through the 
taxi window, stopped his lianter and 
said very suspiaously, “Sahah, hum 
lok to chota adiTJi ham, "(Sir, we are 
small fry), before he guided us to our 

PakntBMC art cnckM imy Mii wMy 
aacaatlar H claaaiy foHawad by flwir 
sappertais, wha ahmyt pal ihair Biaaay at 
their taaia 














next destination Bade into Jodia wasdifferent, font was bustbng with He explained my situation to 

Bazaar f menng a store shop in the activity After sussing out the street, him ' Kis ka bhau chhaye, aap ko 

area, this tune the question was one chose a sweet shop to make the (What cxfds do you want to know ">) 

dropped while paying for a bottle of necessary mquines Having bought the man said softly when be came 

that soft dnnk which claims it has (and forcefully consumed) some local near us 

nothing offiaal about It 'Twoshoiis sweetmeat, the question was popped One had to tread a little cautiously 

down the hue' was the reply, "but its to the owner who seemed rather more especiaUy since my knowledge of 

jumma they must have gone for respectable than the genera! janta that Urdu nvaled only my knowledge of 

prayers " crowded the chowk He looked up nuclear physics I pleaded that I had to 

1 wo shops down the load and there from his cash counter and smiled, know if and where 1 could place the 

It was a room whose shutters were "You want to place a bet on the cnc ket bet, otherwise the cxlds were of no use 

halfway down, a couple of tables and he said m English "Well yes " I tome 

c hairs with the telephones being the bed claiming I hadn't found a singU I was told that it was prayer lime 

only other feature in the rwim The place in Kara* hi where they would and that I could return a little later and 

telephones rang constantly but there accept my bet approach any one of the men who 

was no one there to reply No story You see, even though it is so sold stoc k Ixinds on that street 

there except for a boy who oln lously widespread the bettmg game (identifiable by the slips of paper they 

knew what I was IcMiking for, and revolves around contacts and trust earned with them) and place my bet 1 

guided me to a place (ailed Police hctiildme Unless you are known or would be issued a chit of paper as a 

C howk have a reference people won't even leceipt and if 1 won, the jwyment 

Now what would such illegal discuss the topic with you ' would apparently be made as smin as 

aaivity be doing in an area with police J could almost sc*e my chances of a 

involved in Its name ’ A few minutes story fading when he suddenly Pafcisiaiii lywiara thaircnckrt wry 

later 1 was in an area known as sprang out of his chair and called out hum fanatical celabratioiis wlucti at Iiiims 

Khatadar (The Old C ity) This plac e to a middle age man outside his shop P«*» • playtri# umai mh 


c D xaAUf-tUAIkU 



Hred of always being taken for a ride?Check out the new Sunny Zip 
from Ba)a). With a powerful 60 cc engine that makes for a 
better pick up. And with attractive sidi indicators. 

No gears, no push starts no pedalling - )ust easy 
riding. All this with 1 year Free Maintenance. 

Now isn’t It time you swept him off his feet? the SIMPLE riding machine 
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TIm gantrally ctbmnM bytaMS of PakistM 
nmr a d«MtMl look wImb the Pakntom 
crickolofs taka Iho fioM, aod a lot of holiioi 
gooa OB io Pakialaa whoro tho gaatMioi 
tyBafcalBt have liBka with thoaa M BoMbay 
aaaDabai 

the match in question was over. "Any 
of the bond sellers on the street ?" I 
cross-checked. 

"Ha Jo hhi bond deta ussc bhau bhi 
mUega, "the man told me without 
being a trifle irritated. He then strolled 
off saying that he was busy with the 
Pasitan (Karactii's biggest social 
organisation) meeting they were 
holding in the middle of the chowk. 
My inquiries were put on hold, for in 
the midst of great noise and lainasha. 
a huge truck carrying an even bigger 
cricket bat entered the area. How the. 
monstrosity (the Pasban's gift to the 
Pakistan cricket team which would 
even put the Best of Luck India bat in 
the shade for size) got into those lanes, 
one failed to comprehend. But what 

m 


was easy to understand was that this 
betting thing, though illegal and 
secretive, was obviously rampant and 
quite open in this area. 

When the euphoria was over, with 
the bat moving onto the next lane, I 
requested the shop owner to call the 
paa/i-chewing man back. This time, 
we were down to more specific 
business. 

"Punters must have lost a lot of 
money yesterday with Pakistan's loss 
to South Africa ?" 1 enquired. 

"Oh yes, millions of rupees. 
Pakistan were 60 paisa favourites, he 
said nonchalantly, taking it for 
granted that 1 knew that for every 
rupee hacked, the punter would have 
got sixty paisa in return if Pakistan 
won. 

"The betting won't be so heavy for 
the next match here against England 
on the 3rd," he continued, "because 


people lost so heavily on Pakistan. To 
attract them, we are giving Pakistan at 
70 iraisa, even though England have 
been performing so pathetically in the 
tournament." 

"But what about the tournament 
odds? Are Pakistan still the favourites 
even after the loss to South Alrica," 
was my next question. 

He rattled off the odds through his 
paan- filled mouth." Australia, 
favourites at 3-1, Pakistan still there at 
4-1 and South Africa 5-1." 

"And India," 1 inquired. 

"India," he said hesitantly," six to 
one...kitna lagana hai app ko ?" 

A few more exchanges later, I 
politely promised t(» return later and 
check <iut the bond sellers for my bet, 
alter I had finished my tour of the city. 

It was then that he told me in Urdu, 
"And if you arc going U) the Karachi 
Slock Exchange, you can do it there 
too if you so desire." 

One had heard of the city's stock 
exchange but it would be closed 
today. Nevertheless, since one had 
followed the trail all this way, why not 
make one more stop ? The Karachi 
Stock Exchange may have been 
closed, but there were a decent 
amount of suspicious l<x)king 
hangers-on around the area. The key, 
as one found out through the 
afternoon's experiences was to pick 
the right person to ask. One had 
almost become an expert in that and 
bang on, the first person approached 
here too was good enough. He 
claimed he wasn't involved, but knew 
plenty about the betting game. Many 
others earlier in the day had said 
that they never knew of the existence 
of betting in the first place. 

This guy was more forthcoming. 
"Yesterday for instance," he 
explained "floor attendance was thin 
and trading skimpy because of the 
Pakistan-South Africa match. 
Speculators v'ere absorbed in 
Pakistan's World Cup match, 
otherwise the 100-share index would 
have gone much higher. Most agents 
left the trading floor in a bid to know 
the second to second deevelopments 






in the game, because so much money 
was bet after every ball of the match 
with odds fluctuating constantly." 
Apparently, it was a similar story at 
the private Karachi Cotton 
Association, Pakistan's premier 
cotton market where cotton rates 
became secondary id the betting. 
Activity also slows down in the official 
foreign exchange market where 
currency rates temporarily Itwe their 
allure. With this introduction, the 
man ttK)k me to a shop around the 
corner and introduced me to one 


stock dealer who moonlights as a 
bookie. 

It is, apparently, common 
knowledge that the Karachi Stock 
Exchange (KSE), like the Bombay 
Stock Exchange, turns into a 
gambling den whenever Pakistan is 
involved in a big sporting event. 

"There is big money in anything 
that happens in the KSE," 1 was told, 
"but cricket provides the biggest 
thrills. Whenever a Pakistan team is 
out on the field to play a cricket match, 
there are two to three hundred people 


standing outside the exchange even 
during the night." 

Even Stock Exchange officials 
admit that trading on the floor slows 
down considerably because 
speculators are busy taking positions 
on the cricket. There have l>een 
instances when the stock exchange 
has actually l>een suspended for a 
hour or two during a game. And 

A pwiler's draaiii CMiie tme. All 
India—Pahiitan mcmintar is probably what 
avoiyona in tha boning business prays for 
because of dw huge atnounts of nrnnoy hnohrad 


KAMAI JULKA 
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WORLD CUP 
QUIZ 








■ questions 






5 One of the stars of the 
«1983 West Indies 
World Cup team writes for 
a newspaper named 
Advocate. Who is he? 

6 "One Day Magic' is 
.the title of an 
autobiography written by 
which World Cup star? 

7 One of the captains of 
* the 1996 World Cup 
is nicknamed 'Moonie' 
because of his day 
dreaming habit. Name him? 

8 Which cricketer 
.playingat the 1996 
World Cup is a butcher by 
profession? 





B) Who is the ganlifliiiaii taiking 
laKspilDov? 


1 Identify the 
1 vJ .cricketerswith 
their nicknames: 

a. 'Half chocolate' 

b. 'Bubler' 
c 'Pigeon' 

d. 'Goggo' 

e. 'Mr. Tension' 

f. 'Daffy' 


■S e-'Tub- 


h. 'Bandeya' 

i. 'Baby giraffe' 

i. 'The Colombo kid' 


ANSWERS 


9 Who won three 
.successive Man of the 
Match awards at the 1987 
World Cup? 


Cl Who is this iossar-hnown 
Wortd Csp spimar? 


l.They insisted on the players nibbing their- 
cricket boots properly because of the 
possibility of bringing cattle disease from 
Nonhem Queensland. 



2. Graeme Fowler 
B.MikeyaUeta 

4. ManinCiowe 

5. Joel Gamer 

6. Dean Jones 

7. Hansie Cronjc 

8. Eddo Brandes 

9. Graham Gooch 
10 a. Philip DeFreitas 

b. Richie Richardson 

c. Glenn Turner 

d. Paul Adams 

e. Jawagal Srinath 

f. Andrew Hudson 

g. Mark Taylor 

h. Vinod Kambli 

i. Dominic Cork 

J. Arjuna Ranatunga 

A| Asanka Gurusingha of Sri Lanka. 

8) West Indian manager and former fast 
bowler Wes Hall. 

OSouth Africa's Pat Symeox. 


Compiled by Suhrid Barua. Guwahati. 
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(Right) This edition of the World Cup sew 
its own share of hiccups and it was this 
roan who started it all. Master of 
Ceremonies, Saeed Jaffrey surely did his 
bit to ensure that the Oraning Ceremony 
was a snafu. Not only did he get the 
captains and their teams mixed up, Mr. 
Jarfrey even forgot that Wills was the 
sponsor of the tournament Only after 



the Wuls World Cup. As an actor we have 

seen him in some stupendous 


performances but as a compere he 

certainly failed to impress 


(Bottmn) Even though Brian Lara failed to 


really come good with the bat, he was 


one of the most sought after cricketers in 


India. The crowds who flocked to every 

gMfr 

West Indies match to see the Lara magic 
may have gone home a trifle 
disappointed, but these ladies will surely 
treasure this moment 
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THE ONLY THINO THAT BEATS THE NEW BAJAJ CLASSIC 
ON STYLE IS ITS PERFORJVIANCE. 

































If there were prizes being given for their ciwket seriously, end in eddition 

popular participaiUs then the Kenyons took it upon themselves to entertain the 
would win it bands down. They were the tens. As they did in this pi^re whilst 
most friendly and fun loving lot who took celehreting the fall of a wicket of a West 

Indian 
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Tlie bif Best in the history of Kenyan 

cricket Maurice OdunAe and team 
pnlled off the imposuble as they defeated 
the mighty West tndians by M runs in a 
Group A league match. Here the Kenyans 
lake off the stumps as souvenirs to take 
back to their country 
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The Kenyans also bad their share of 
suivorters travelling with them all over 
India. Hare they jubilate after Kenya 
pulled off the most sensational up^ in 
this edition of the World Cup after th^ 
defeated three-time champions West 

























A GREAT PARTNERSHIP. OF LOOKS & PERFOR/MANCE 










WORLD CUP 
DIARY 

Wills WorldCup 


COMPILED 

BY ANDY O'BRIEN IN PAKISTAN. 
AND NOVY KAPADIA IN INDIA 

PLAYING BY THE RULES 

Y ou wuiitcl rxjxxi that anv 
mediaman covering the World 
Cup, be he a commentator or writer 
would fir« read the playing 
conditions ol the tournament befoie 
they set about their task. Yet, 
slujckiitgly. the majority ol 
tonimentators and reponers were 
under the illusion that a team’s run 
rate would deride group positions if 
two teams were etjual on points. 1: ven 
former Test players and experienced 
commentators like Ian Cha{^>ril and 
Tons Crreig were ignorant of tfic fatl 
that il two teams nnisbed equal on 
points, then the revuh oi the irtaich 
between the two teams svould decide 
which ol them would be (dared 
higher, in the rankings. This was in 
iaa made clear in the (daying 
ctxnditkms of the tournament. 

However, what was a Imir 
ambiguous in the playing conditions 
was what would have happened in 
ihreveramsrtuch mote titan two 
teams wrrr equal on poims. For 


instance, if India lost w Zimbabwe, 
and Kenya beat Sri Lanka, on the final 
day ol the preliminary play tiff, then 4 
teams (India, Zimbabwe. Kenya and 
West Indiesl would have ended with 
four points apiece. The rule giving 
importance to the result of the match 
between the teams equal on 
points,lheri would not make any 
sense and the jilaying conditions 
didn't mention speciikally that the 
run rate would then tome into cllecl. 
We could have easily have had a 
situation in which those four teams 
were equal on points, and check this 
out: India beat West Indies, who fieai 
Ziiiibabwe, who beat India, who beat 
Kenya, who beat West Indies! 
whereas vtie organisers ought to fit- 
congratulated for amending the rain 
rule, which reduced the 1992 Work! 
Cup in Australia and New Zealand to a 
larce, they nu^i to have made the 
playing conditions absolutefy foot- 
pruof. And perhaps with some better 
En^i^.. j[nd punctuation as wril. 

AN INDIAN IN PAKISTAN 

I rs sad that in spite (dbitfia and 
Pakistan bring joint hosts oi the 
WcKid Ciq> and uniting lo iB^cr a joiiu 
hid to bring thr worid's leading cricket 


toumament to the sub-continent, 
(here were still problems about visas 
from both sides While Pakistani 
journalists complained that not alt of 
itierii who had apfilied, got visas to 
India, Indian journalists went 
through several days of tension lo get 
iheir visas extended fwsi the 
prclimijiary match stage of the 
com[H-Uiimi For days, Indian 
journalists iraveiled across Pakistan 
without their passjHiris, noi a very 
healthy thing lor Indians (o do m this 
country Tlie passjMuts had to he sent 
to istamahad Irom Karachi, bin weie 
then diverted to Ijhore, where we 
were told that eai li one miglii liave to 
appear m person at Islamabad to get 
the necessary extension. The amount 
ol red taiK’, as ii surely must In- for 
Pakistanis visiting Jndu, would have 
iH'en long enough to gift wrap a Itox 
containing the World Cup twice over. 
Ail this, mind you. despite tlH- 
(tersonal intericrance and efforts of 
PCB chid Arif Ali Khan Abassi anda 
perscmal letter frcrni the powerful 
Minister erf Interior. General Baher. 

Fortunately, the PCB took up our 
crusade as if it were their own 
pniMcm, otherwise there would not 
have been more than a handful of 




joumalisis present at the grand finale 
In Lahore on March 17. In the end, 
there were at least )0 present In the 
impressive press box at the CadafTi 
Stadium. Thank you PCB. But one 
must add, that it's not easy being an 
Indian in Pakistani. 


WAUGH'S REMARKS 

B efore the Australia versus 
West Indies Group .A. league 
encounter at the Sawai Man Sin^ 
stadium in Jaipur, the a^mbled ■ 
scribes sought Mark Waugh, the first 
to score back to back ccfUurkrs in the 
World Cup. Cryptk. rciaxed and 
confident. Mark Waugh made some 


pertinent remarks. When asked to 
coinmem on how he cvipes with 
{iressurc, the laid bach batsman said. 
"The pressure on me is ncAhingas 
compared to Sachin Tendulkar. In 
Australia, we Test cricketers are 
popular but so arc other Aussie sports 
stars. In India, your Test cricketers are 
treated like Gods. Sachin, like God. 
must never the crowd always 

expects him to suooeed and it is too 










mudi pirssure on him." 

Ask^ to comment dmut Indian 
pitcfaes the shrewd Waugh 
commented. "Once you have got 
used to the bounce, Indian wkfcets are 
very easy to bat. The boundaries are 
generally shorter than Australia and 
the outfield is very quick. Once you 
get your timing right and find the 
gaps, the bail <q>eed$ to the bcnindary. 

It b much easier to score on Indian 
wickets than Australian wickets, on 
which you have to hit much harder. I 
would say that gening 80 runs in India 
b like getting 50 oi 60 runs in 
Australia." 

CATCHING UP ON 
HISTORY 

USTas many Westerners have the 
mistaken notion that elephants 
walk the streets of India, and as Sunil 
Gavaskar puts it, "vinie ol us still live 
in the jungles"; sotiKido we in India 
Isave man>' misconceptions about out 
neighlMiurs- 

Tfiere are many {nrople in India who 
believe that in Pakistan every woman 
walks around in public with a 
burkjh on. Well, then those peitple 
will be surprised to know that while 
there are ladies who do wear the 
traditional garb. Pakistani stKfeiy has 
became lar more permissabie miw, 
than It was some years ago, specially 
during military rule 

So tfieii. how about a lashion show 
which was held in one tif the five star 
hotels in KaratVii Sounded 
interesting enttugh u» even att ract the 
Pakistan and Hngland cricket teams. 
Aptly called the "CTadle of 
Civilisation" the show comhined 
fieautifully, the history of the 
sub-ctintinent with the splendid 
ckHlics designed by the leading 
designer Shayanne Malik. 

The voice-over historical 
ctunmentary which was done 
briliianliy by her husband Sohatl. kept 


the Engibh crideeters transfixed, as 
did the iiiodek and the dresses they 
were wearing. If Michael Atheiton 
and ctHiipany got a cricket lesson on 
the field that day from the Pakistan 
team, then that evening they got to 
knowa little more about sub- 
contincntal lusUHry, as well as fashion. 
We lor our pan ieamt kipardah ka 
peecbey kya haaiA 

LANKAN BLITZKRIEG 

S RI LANKA'S blitzkrieg against 
India, 82 runs in the first ten 
overs, set up their memorable 
six-wicket win in the Group A league 
inaich at Delhi. Both openers, the 
toothy Itaiding Sanath Jayastiriya and 
the dashing wicketkeeper Ruinesh 
Kaiuwithame sparkled with the bat 
lofting the ball u» the boundary with 
case in this World Cup. Sri Lanka, and 
to a certain extent Pakistan, Australia 
and England have u.sed this tactic to 
play aggressively in the initial fifteen 
overs and 1 tnik advantage of the 
mandatory seven fielders within the 
circle by the use of lofted shots. Mark 
Grcatbatch and Martin Crowe had 
done the same for the Kiwis in the 
1992 World Cup. However the Kiwis 
in 1992 used only one opener as a 
blaster Srilanka 

used both openers to launch the ball 
into space The idea was to get off to a 
flying stati as skipper Arjuna 
Ranalunga t'xplained,"Our aim was to 
reach 75 or 80 in about fifteen overs 
and ihen we can pace our innings." Of 
course against India they reached 
their desired total in just ten overs, 
and thus cruised to victory even when 
chasing India's mammoth 271 for 3. 

BUSINESS AS USUAL 

HILF. on the topic of 
permissiveness, dancing in 
public is not permitted in public. 




which translated means, forget about 
night clubs and discus in Pakistan. But 
the elite social circuit do have a wild 
party time in a while both in Karachi 
and Lahore. One wonders if Imran 
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that Jt'niima has,nlapi('d prtUy well 
tt>life in lahort- and has even iHyjun 
iDi'ovet hor ht-ad hilly, asojiposvd to 
thcfvin 

lOvcr shf usihI to wi'ar iiiinalh Shi- is 


sitn regularly at the Shaiikat 
Khaniiin Memorial Hospital where 
Imran spends nuist of his time. One 
rclatis-e of Imran’s narrates how the 
Khan and wife were supposed to 


attend a special family lunch on Eid. 
The entire family called for them, and 
at around 2 p.m. Imran called in 
saying they were caught up with some 
emergency' at the hospital. They 
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shopping maQ. which hr owns jointly 
a group of Pakistani doctors 
settled in England. The mall, situated 
in the heart (rf Lahore rivals any 
modem shopping complex hi the 
world, where one can buy almost 
anything, indudiiig of course erkket- 
rciated gear and dnthes. 

The workers at 'Pace' (what else 
could the place be called when Imran 
is involved) say that Imran hasn't 
come there for a long time, though 
'memsahib 'checker) out on things 
once in a while. 

In fact Imran seems to underplay 
hh role in 'Face', probably because it 
doesn't gel with his image as a social 
worker helping the pcxrr with the 
money demated by the people. In fact, 
this is the biggest paratfcix which 
Imran laces at present. His image 
among tlie common per^e is totally 
difTercnt from his background and 
upbringing. 

START FROM ZERO 

A FTKR Brian lara scored an 
enthralling 60 runs against 
Australia, at Jaipur, he fondly 
renwmbered a stnaQ boy at SdiiSia 
School Gwalior whose iniK t 
question had started a new iiain of 
thought in the mind of one of the 
world's best batsman. As part of their 
spunsiNship deal with Kingfisher, the 
Windies squad indulges in many 
puMic relations exercises. As pan of 
the deal they distribute bats to 
schaoRxrys. At Delhi they went to 
Modem School and at Gwaiior.to 
eventually made it to the lunch at four I Sdndia Public School. After the- 


o'cfcidc. 

Imran’s life is tmaliy centered 
around the hospital and he doesn't 
even get time to visil bis'nue' 


ceremony at Sdndia schoof, fhe 
youi^ boys were allowed to ask 
questiems. A young c^fat-year-old 
popped up and hi a shrill voice asked. 


"Mh Lara what do you ieel when you 
ate disaiBBcd for aero? It luqjpcm to 
ever y body." 

There was a suiimed silence at tins 
remark before Lara put the youngster 
at case by compbnenting him for a 
cievrr question. Lara then recaOed 
what Rohan Kaxihai told him after Ins 
first Test century, a magnificent 273 
apinst Australia at Sytiney in 
1992-93. Lara "I was then fcclii« 
very cocky and proud and on lop of 
the world before Kanhai wisely 
brot^t me back to earth. "Kanhai 
told him. "remember your next 
innir^ starts ftoni zero." Lara replied 
that this remark humbled him and 
made him realise that hi cricket you 
win some and lose some. The dapper 
left-hander s^ that "since my world 
rrcxml feats (376 vs England and 501 
vs Durham for Warwickshire) I only 
receive adulation and praise. This 
innocent question by this youi^boy 
made me recall Kanhat's remark and I 
relaxed again. Otherwise I was always 
over eager to score plenty of runs tor 
Windies and sometimes gm out for 
being too tense or wrmying about 
runs.The little boy made me realise 
that we all can get out for zero and ail 
batsmen start from zero." 

SUNNY'S ONE REGRET 


A t the glamorous Usha Khan 
.hotel at Gwalior on the eve of 
the India vs West Indies, group A 
league tie. two alltime greats Ian 
Chappell and Sunil Gavaskar were in 
earnest discussion. ChappeO 
complimented Gavaskar and said, 
"Sunny when you reached the 80s 
you nearly always got 3 hundred as 
you remained composed and 
relaxed." Sunny accepted the 
co m p fim ei u with a smile and 
saidt "However I do have one regret. 
When I retired hum Test cricket, I 
wanted to score as many Test 


THE SUVIPLE RIDING IVtACHINE 














orniuries as my age. I retired at the age 
of 37 years but scored only 34 Test 
centuries. ■' 

NOiSE POLLUTION 

C OMMI-NTING about Indian 
crowds, Mark Waugh 
remarked,"They are noisy and 
cntliusiastic like in Australia, but the 
level of nrnse is higher. At times it is 
diflicuit to hear your partner's rail in 
the din that goes around the 
siadnini When we play in India, we 
learn to use sign language between 
il'.e WK kets, lor calls get lost in the 
ciowd noise." 


TO PRASANNA'SAiO 


I lit- dduiaiiun tor Indian 

ciicketers is not confined to the 
present siars only Greats of the past 
are also fondly recalled. In Jaipur, F.AS 
Prasanna tame for tfie Windies versus 
Australia match, fie did not have a 
Press pass. Prasanna is now ageing 
with a crop of while hair and was not 
immediately recognised. 

However, some former Rajasthan 
Ranji Trophy stars at once recognised 
him and rushed to his assistance. Once 
the word went around that 'Pras 
nei*ded a Press pass' about fifty, 
otherwise lethargic, officials rushed 
around to lielpiiim priKunr one. 
Fcmncr Ranji cricketer Kailash 
Gliaitani said."li was an honour to 
make out Prasanna's pass". 

THE CLOTHES SHOW 

I Ffndian tritkeiers. alter they retire 
hi'atme cricket loiirnalists and 
rommentalors, then the favourite 
past lime for retired Pakistani 
cricketers seems ui lie ojK’ning 
sportswear shops. Apart from Imran's 
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Alter the West InduB cricket fees, their Indian 
ceenlerpaits must he the nnsl vocHeroiis. 
Teams like Australia had to use sign language 
oe the field when they played in hrfia 


Pace in I^ihore, die tily also has the 
Qadir-lmran sports shop, lointly 
owned hy Imran and his prodigy 
Abdul Qadir, but run by the latter. The 
legendary leg spinner in fact still 
considers Imran as his giiru' and 
oiten visits him at the hospital. 

.laved Miandad. Karachi's favourite 
son also owns a shop in his hometown 
called' laved Sports', which like Pace 
did brisk business during the World 
Cup. 

And to cash in on the World Cup 
hype, former Pakistani opening 
I batsman Shoaib Mohammed and his 
wife opened a fashionable boutique in 
downtown Karachi on the day prior to 
one of Pakistan's games at the 
National Stadium. And guess who 
came inviting the international press 
to the opeming ol the Nmlique. It was 
pajta Hanif Mohammed who did the 
honours, personally for son and 
daughter-in-law. No wonder the 


entire Pakistani team were alvi 
prescni tosupiKirt theii lormei team¬ 
mate Willi the exception ol Javed 
Miaiidad, of course. 

WARNS !NG? 

P RAISh by comen iporarics is often 
considered the best iom|iliinent. 
Richie Richardson was of the opinion 
that Shane Wanie is the best spin 
bowler in the world. However, the Sri 
Lankan skip(K-r Arjnna Ranatunga 
disagreed by saying that the 'Warne 
myth’ was a creation of the Wc-steni 
media. 

'The gregarious Wame is not only a 
great bowler but also a very 
considerate and alTable human being. 
The helpful nature of his personality 
was evident at \he Nagpur airport, 
after Australia had trounced 
Zimbabwe by eight wickets in a Group 
A league match. At the departure 
lounge, Wame sought out 
Zimbabwe's promising leg-spinner 
Paul Strang, and had a long discussion 
about the nuances of leg spin bowling. 
Wame willingly explained grips and 
praaisr* methexis to the eager and 
enchanted Paul Strang. 
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S hakespeare said it ail. 
"What's in a name? A rose by 
any other name would smell as 
sweet." 

I'm sure the hard would be 
fascinated by the preoccupation of 
inietnational cricketers to hand over 
nicknames to their ctdleagues. 

During a World Cup match against 
Pakistan, Neil Faiihrothercxtliapsed in 
a heap with a snapped hamstring. 
l,ater, at the press conference, there 
was an exciiange between England 
captain, Michael Atherton and 
members of the British press as to the 
chances of 'Harvey' playing in 
luiure World Cup matches. 

Harvey,who the hell is Harvey .’ 
Well,ihat's what they call Neil 
Eairbrother.Why.l haven't a clue. 

That got oiu.' thinking alxmt 
nicknaiiHfs during this World 
Cup.Expert commcntator,Sunil 
Gavaskar liked to refer to India's petite 
spinner Venkatapathy Raju as 
Muscles Raju';a nkknamc which 


comes fnmi his lack erf muscles just as 
former Australian batsman David 
Hcrokes was nicknamed 'Can't' 
because be couldn't hook. The erther 
nicknames used frequently dutii^ 
this tcHimamcnt were as fbliows:The 
British press, rather than try to 
pronounce the name of Sri Lanka’s 
Aravinda D’Sitva. called him 'Hari' (a 
derivation of 'Ari'f.lt is a name the 
expkrgve batsman acquired during 
his stint in Kent ewer the last English 
county season. 

'The nickname game even extended 
into the commentary box where Tony 
Gieig kept refcring to Geoff Boycott as 
'Fiery', a name the English opener got 
because of his liking for dow 
innings.In facl,in cricket nicknames,it 
seems inevitable that a tall bloke 
becomes known as 'Shorty' and a red 
haired fellow becomes 'Wuey'. 

When one of the Kcmyan players 
wore his nickname Tito' on the Itack 
of his jersey,commentator Michael 
Holding said that the World Cup 
better not make it a habit of putting 
player nicknames on shins because 



some of the West Indian nickrumes 
were apparently unrnentionabie.Onc 
wonden) what they are?Aiidtfid you 
know that young South African 
s|mincr,Faul Adams is called 'Khoka' 
after a South African insect which his 
bowiii^ aetkm prababiy resembles. 

And you know why commentator 
and former Australian capuin.lan 
Chaf^ll is known as 'Chappelli'.Well 
simply because with his brother Greg 
Chappell in berth the South Australian 
and Australian teams, the scoreboard 
always rcad,'Chaiq)ell.r.Brother Greg 
himself has had a few 
nicknames.Tears' from Elvis Presley's 
’Crying In The Chapel'. 'Handies' 
(because of his moustache) and 
G.C., which is the one that stuck. 

And did you know that Dennis 
Lillee was for a short time calk'd 'Sii 
Donald' after he almost won the 1975 
World Cup for Australia with his 
inspired batting.Howcver.lte couldn't 
retain his batting krrm and he so.jd 
reverted to his usual nickname of 
'F.O.T.'.Thc'se were the initials formed 
to make the word his then West 
Australian captain Tony lockc gave 
him. The skipper was trying to extract 
some more fire out of the young fast 
btrwlcr when he said, 'C'mon 
I>ennis,you're bowling like a 
Flipping Old Tart." John Inveraniy 
coined the word FOT and it stuck.But 
surely no matter what the 
nickname.as Shakespeare so clearly 
points oiit.thc subject's ailribiites 
remain the same. 

Some of the cnckei nirknamc-s arc- 
straightforward. Others cleverly 
conceived,sonie aliiiosi impossible to 
Find lhc:ir source of ineaning.For 
instance. South African 
captain,Hansie Oonje's real name is 
Kepler.ironical.liecatise that's the 
.name of the man he replaced as 
laplain.Why is he called ‘Hansie'.his 
mother would probably know. But as 
Sliakespeare said many years before 
the Ashes were conceived:"What's in 
a name". A Brian Lara by any other 
name would play just as well. 





Andy O'Bnen. Pakistan 
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"CRICKET WARS!" 

The two most important 
(juestioiis in Pakistan revolve 
around critket. Will Pakistan 
win the World Cup? And will 
Imran Khan bea)me the tiext 
Prime Minister of the cotintry? 


SPRINGING BOKINTO 
CONTENTION 

The South African cricket team 
iias metamorphosed into a sleek 
fighting machine 


THE CRISIS MAN! 

Australian Steve Waugh is one of 
the catalysts for his count ry\ 
cricketing success 
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Pakistani leg 
of the Wills 
World Cup was 
an exercise in 
boredom 

FROM ANDY 
O'BRIEN.PAKISTAN 


O the people of 
Patna were 
. heartbroken 
when the match 
between Zimbabwe and 
Kenya were washed out, 
on the seheduled day of 
lilay? Heartbroken? Come 
on, you must be )oking! 
Allot all, 11 was only 
Zimbabwe vs Kenya. 

After all, think about 
how Gary Kirsten must 
have felt when iie broke 
two World Cup ami South 
Atrican records in a single 
day's play m front ol I soo 
people (1000 policemeti 
and 500 orgatiisers, 
vendors and family 
members of local officials) 
at Rawalpindi's Club 
ground early in the 
tournament. And there 
across the border, there 
4 
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was a disappointment that 
a 'L' grade match had been 
washed out! Does this 
mean that the enthusiasm 
for World Cup'96 was far 
better in India than in 
Pakistan? It seemed so. 

Originally, the excuse 
that the Pakistani Cricket 
Board gave lor poor 
turnouts was that firstly, it 
was Ramzan and 
morevoer, ihe initial games 
involved minor teams. Yet, 
in the same period, tlie six 
matches played in India, 
four of which involved 
minor teams, attracted 
many more cricket fans. In 
fact, the crowd at the 
Cuttack match was more 
than the total number of 
spectators present at the 
four matches played across 
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Only about 8000 spectators came 
to see Pakistan play their first 
match against UAE at Gujranwala 

the bordcT. 

Then, once Id was over, 
and Pakistan launched 
their campaign to retain 
the World Cup, a mere 
eight thousand turned up 
at Gujranwala to witness 
that occasion. Of course, 
with Pakistan firmly on 
their way to the later stages 
of the tournament, the 
crowds did increase, for, as 
they say in Pakistan, 
people are only interested 

in seeing Pakistan.WIN! 

Yet, that couldn't stop 
people and the media from 
questioning the lack of 
euphoria for this World 
Cup in Pakistan. 


An editorial in Pakistan's 
leading newspaper. The 
Dawn summed it up well: 
"Frankly speaking, the 
organisers from the 
Pakistan side of the contest 
have failed to rise to the 
occasion. They have not 
done enough by way of 
publicity to involve cricket 
fans so that they could 
associate themselves with 
not only the (Pakistan) 
team-'s success but the 
ongoing contest as well." Is 
it a case of the jaded palate? 
(read: too much one day 
cricket). 

Yes, it did seem in 
Pakistan as if this World 
Cup was minus some of the 
excitement, hype and 
expectations that had been 
taken for granted as far as 


the pievious tournanients 
were concerned. A lot of 
Pakistani cricket fans said, 
they could not really get 
themselves worked up 
about an event that had 
been promoted as the 
greatest shtiw on turf. 

Why, one wonders 
especially, when in 
India the tournament was 
rather well -received? 

Why, when the razzle 
dazzle was there....there 
were more teams, more 
money, more coverage, 
more venues. More of 
everything. Then why, less 
of excitement? 

Was it solely due to the 
lack of publicity on the part 
of the organisers? It seems 
that some other faaors too 
helped in discouraging the 
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Pakistani puhlir from hcing 
caught up in tlu- Wiirld 
Cup hype. Rigid see urity 
measures was one reason. 
Granted that the aspect of 
security deserves, in these 
troubled tunes, a place on 
top of the list of priorities, 
but then humiliating 
people to three body 
searches before they reach 
their scat and not allowing 
them even to entry a 
sandwich into the stadium 
is bound to put people ofl. 

Moicovcr, the 
organisers across the 
border w<-re criticised by 
their own media for the 
lack of genuine and 
practical efforts to promote 
the sale of tickets. So much 
so that it was felt that 
spectators v/ere 
deliberately kept away in 
order to reduce the security 
risks. The itawn's editorial 
claimed; "The Pakistan 
Cricket Board seems to 
have the strange notion 
that once they have 
acquired the sponsorship 
of some $S() million, they 
do not have to worry if the 
cricket Ians are i atered to 
or not." 

Many local reporters 
claim that scores of cricket 
Ians phoned iheii 
newsi>apet oflices daily to 
find out ftom where they 
could buy tickets Most 
tickets were pin on sale 
through batiks, a plac e 
where the average 
Pakistani seldom goes. In 
fact, one cartoon depicted a 
scene where a person who 
is selling tickets is asking 
the buyer for a 'reference’ 
and also a letter from the 
local councillor before 
selling him a tic ket. 

Even if the Pakistani 
organisers refute these 
8 
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Critics contend that all the 
changes done at the stadiums 
were merely cosmetic ones 

criticisms, as surely they 
will, there is no doubt that 
they woke iij) too late to 
the World Cup. That was 
quite clear to see. 
Everything seemed lo have 
been lelt lo ifie last minute 
For instance, even though 
the PCB claimed to have 
spent four million rupees 
on renovating the Gadafli 
Stadium in Lahore and the 
National Stadium in 
Karachi, most of the 
touching- up was left lo the 
eleventh houi. So much so, 
tliat even the bathrooms in 
the dressing rooms were 
not functional at Karaciii. a 
levs' da> s before tfie key 
Pakistani-South Africa 
match. 

When the Pakistani 


team played a warm-up 
game against PI A, the 
learns were housed in lenis 
outside the ground. No 
wonder many riewsjiaper 
reports have accused the 
authorities of making 
money by nieiely 
jiroviding the stadiums 
with what they call 
"cosmetic changes". The 
Dawn c< unmenied 
iurtheri' The World Cup 
has been turned into a 
loinniercial proposition 
more than a sporting 
evcnt.,Anybody who has 
any link with the PCB 
bosses is out to make a fast 
buck and the PCB is 
generous enough to oblige 
anybody who has cpoueh 
'puli'. 

The entire World Cup 
may end up seen in 
Pakistan as a disgrace. 


especially because the 
e>'ent has been such a 
success in the other two 
host countries. As The 
Afewsof Karachi, while 
commenting on the hype 
and the magnitude of the 
tournament, said: "Our 
two co-hosts, India and Sri 
Lanka, have tried to 
impress the importance of 
the cultures and support ol 
the national teams in wide 
media blitzes. The 
most-watched television 
channels had Indian firms 
inviting I he world to come 
and sec their country, 
watcli their team and the 
World Ciij*. Theit stadia, 
ihetr grounds, and then 
Iieojile were ready Their 
major cricket stars ol 
yesteryears were seen daih 
on screens as advisors, 
couimentatois and 
co-hosts on every World 
Lup iirogramme....but the 
holders and world 
(liamjiions, Pakistan weie 
indeed, as always, a 
separate entity." 

The onlv way tlie pei 
ol Pakistan will peilia:- 
lorgive and forget isiheii 
team go on to win 'lie 
Wot Id (Tip again Alterall, 
judging Irom lias 
tournament, if Pakistan 
had anoiliei ctiance ol 
winning the World Cup ol 
cricket, as America has of 
winning the World Cup ol 
socier. then holding the 
World (Jup of cricket in 
Pakistan would have been 
a lugger disaster than 
holding the 1994 soccer 
World Cup in the land ol 
baseball asnd basketball. 
Pity really', since, these 
folks out here truly have a 
sense ol passion in 
everything they do and 
believe in. • 
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Power to light up the darkest 
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on the green Electrifying a million lives The game is power The 
score IS in megawatts And our team at Farakka is maintaining a 
champion’s record Wtpc Farakka We’re playing to win 
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"CRICKET WA 

Thwe is a strong fooling in 
Pakistan that if Imran stands for 
olomion, ho might bscomo the 
noxtPM 
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important 
questions in 
Pakistan revolve 
around cricket. 
Will Pakistan 
win the World 
Cup? And will 
Imran Khan 
become the next 
Prime Minister 
of the country? 


FROM ANDY 
O'BRIEN,PAKISTAN 



OWcarionc 
possibly l)c‘ in 
; Pakistan, and 
not write about 
Imran Khati? It’s almost 
impossible because he 
seems to dominate politics, 
conversations and even the 
newspapers. And all this 
despite the lact that there is 
(officially, at least) an 
Imran Khan boycott tm in 
Pakistan at present. Well at 
least that's how the 
government of Benazir 
Bhutto would like to see ii. 
It is obvious that even 
though the Khan himself 
isn't too sure about his own 
political future, the present 
Pakistani government sees 
him as such a serious 
threat, that he is tiow the 
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number one public enemy 
as far as they are 
concerned. Both the 
government (and the 
opposition too) have 
decided that Imran Khan is 
much too popular with the 
masses. So he must be 
stopped. 

It is no secret that each 
and every 

government- relat ed 
organisation has been 
ordered to ignore the 




former Pakistani cricket 
captain as if he never 
existed at all. Imran Khan 
must not be seen and 
heard. So no mention is 
made of him any longer on 
Pakistan's state controlled 
radio and television. It 
was strange to see the 
Pakistan Television (PTV) 
and Pepsi presentation 
being aired in conneaion 
with the World Cup simply 
because the footage being 


shown of the 1992 World 
Cup shows a proud 
Pakistan team doing a 
victory lap without the 
captain—who was 
actually scissored out. That 
was a follow-up to the 
banning of any ads related 
to Imran's pet projects 
being aired or printed in 

Imran Khan's graatast mnmant 
Calabrating tha “SZ World Cup 
win with hit toammatos and 
managar intikhab Aiam 



the media. Even PIA (state 
owned and run, needless to 
say) had cut him out of 
their TV commercial whose 
theme is based on the '92 
World Cup 

Imran Khan's friends in 
Lahore have promised to 
give him the best of tickets 
to witness the matches at 
Gadaffi Stadium because 
the man who led Pakistan 
to the last World Cup win is 
not on the list of 
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complimentary ticket 
getters. PIA's calendar of 
past World Cup captains 
does not include Pakistan’s 
greatest captain. And 
recently, the head of PTV, 
who happens to be the wife 
of a high ranking 
government minister, 
made news when she had 
to plead with the local 
Urdu press to return to a 
press conferences of her's 
after they walked out 


NIKHIL BHATTACHARYA 



when she refused to 
entertain any questions on 
the Imran Khan boycott by 
the organisation she heads. 

Then, there was much 
resentment within the 
ruling pany when 
television coverage of the 
match between Pakistan 
and Holland included 
somebody brandishing a 
poster showing Imran as 
the next Pakistani PM. 

That was too much for 
the government to 
swallow. So the 
responsible authority has 
been asked to explain and 
there is a move to censor 
live TV coverage. In fact, 
that seems to be the hot 
topic in Pakistan. Can 
Imran be the next PM? 

It would be the 
undcr-statement ol the 
year to say that members of 
Bhutto's ruling J’akislan 
People's Party ate on the 
warpath against Imran 
because of this. But more 
importantly, the question 
is, how do the people of 
Pakistan see the dash 
between the normally cool 
and able head of 
Government and the suave 
cncketer-turned-social 
worker-politican? Most 
sympathise with the 
predicament though, some 
doubt his intention. 

There is a school of 
thought which agrees with 
Imran's claim that he has 
joined politics only because 
he has actually been forced 
into it by the government. 
That might sound a little 
strange and illogical, but 
the idea is that in Pakistan if 
powerful people close in on 
you and try to isolate you, 
then the only way out for 
you is to attain some power 
for yourself and in this part 
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of the world, that can only 
he done through the 
vehicle of politics. This 
logic gels well with 
Imran's ailmirers and 
14 


almost every second 
person on the street 
belongs to that category. 
But even the Imran 
admirers are upset with 


what seems to be Imran's 
obsession with making a 
name for himself amongst 
Europe's glitieratti. 

No wonder his 


Princais Diana's visH to Pakistan 
was construsd by critics as a 
ploy to furtbor Imran Khan's 
political ambitions 

opponents saw the 
Princess Diana visit as a 
political ploy under the 
garb of charity. In fact, 
these folks don't see 
Imran's hospital and other 
•programmes as any great 
service to the Pakistani 
society in general. But 
merely as an 

image-building scheme for 
Imran. There are 
indications that the 
government might just 
seize all that Imran has, 
claiming that it is his own 
and not for the good of the 
country. Ironically, by 
doing all this, the 
government has actually 
ended up achieving exactly 
what it was trying to 
prevent—push Imran into 
politics. To many people in 
Pakistan, that has been for 
the best. 

"I don’t understand 
what is happening, Wb 
can't they (the 
government) und :and 
that it is not my ’ ipital! It 
is Kir the peop!' and if 
anybody ofteis any help, it 
would he for the benefit for 
the masses, not me or my 
family, "delends an 
agitated Imran. His fans arc 
furious that the censorship 
he faces in his own country 
forced Imran to another 
country to defend himself 
(through Zee TV's Aap Ki 
Adalat programme. 

But if one is to look at the 
lighter side of things, at 
least Imran has made 
cricket very prominent in 
the dirty politics of 
Pakistan. Not to be 




outdone by Imran, 
Ms.Bhutto stunned 
everybody when she 
openly flouted her 
knowledge of the game 
wherever she went during 
the World Cup. In fact, just 
prior to the match between 
Pakistan and South Africa 
at Karachi's National 
Stadium, she went out of 
her way to inspect the 
facilities and asked the 
authorities to make sure 
that Ians got tickets easily. 
She signed off by asking the 
entire nation to offer 
special prayers so that the 
Pakistani team could 
successfully defend their 
world title. In response to 
mat, her party organised a 
series of prayer gatherings 
in various cities to pray to 
the Almighty that Pakistan 
could keej* on winning. 

The PM is also drawing 
cricketing similarities by 
saying, "Just like Pakistan 
won the World Cup in 
19V2. the PPP batsmen 
scored victories in the '89 
and '93 elections. In fact, 
niy party members bowled 
out experienced 
opposition batsmen in 
those two elections and 
they arc ready to repeat 

that in 1996.the whole 

country represents a 
stadium for the PPP." 

And, as if to further "the 
cricket war", Ms.Bhutio's 
husband Asif Ali Zardari 
made it a point to make the 
MCG and the Australian 
Cricket Board his first stop 
while leading a 
60-mcmber Pakistani trade 
delegation to Australia 
right in the midst of the 
World Cup. It was also 
ironical that the man who , 
many accuse of bribery and 
corruption was, in fact 


visiting the cricket 
establishment which had 
accused one of his 
country's cricketers of 
bribery. Even more ironical 
was that during the official 
ceremony and speeches at 
the MCG (Zardari, after all, 
is the head of the Pakistani 
side of the World Cup 
Committee) one ACB 
official publicly praised 
Imran Khan's role in 
Pakistan's win in the 1992 
World Cup. Fortunately, 
there were no censors in 
that Pakistani delegation. 

The only problem in all 
this, is that Imran Khan is 
the only cricketing heio 
everyone in Pakistan 
worships. Many even 
asked this correspondent 
what people in India 
thought of the idea ol 
Imran being the next prime 
minister of Pakistan. No 
wonder the politicians are 
paranoid about his 
popularity. Still, the PM 
insists that, "My 
goveniment docs not 
believe in mixing politics 
with sports. Neither do we 
take politics as sports nor 
sports as politics." 

Yet. as far as Imran is 
concerned, "not only are 
they 1 ryiag to wipe me out 
off the face of the history of 
Pakistan cricket, they are 
also trying to wipe me out 
as a person." 

Sarfraz Nawaz, now a 
special sports advisor to the 
government, has even 
claimed that Imran is on 
the pay rolls of the Indian 
Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW). But these 
’ tldicuious claims only 
expose the desperateness 
of the Pakistani polity to 
remove Imran from the 
minds of the people. • 
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commentary on the 
Kenyans. They were 
bold. And at this 
World Cup, they 
were also beautiful 


ZAFARAUKHAN 


HEY came out of Africa to 
.* play a little bit «)t cricket and 
' have a lot of fun. They did 

C •* 

manage to have a lot ol the 
latter, but they also went home with a 
distinction: they created the greatest 
upset in the history of the World Cup! 

Meet the Ken/ans.The team that 
were given 50-1 odds by the punters 
for winning the World Cup. And alter 
the Cup is over, they will have 
justified this decision but they will also 
be going home with the unique 
distinction of beating the W w indies 


by a convincing margin. 

Moreover, they will be leaving a lot ol 
smiling faces behind. Small wonder 
that they have been labelled as the 

'darlings of the World Cup' 

Speaking of World Cup cricket per 
se, one does not recall too many 
upsets being enacted, but each time a 
new team has made its induitioii on 
the global cricketing stage, they have, 
in some small way, given evidem c ol 
their latent talent In relation to this 
theoiy, they have also proved to be 
catalysts lor thegrtiwtli ol (ricket on a 
global stale. 

The Kenyans are a case m 
point Twenty-one years alter wild 
cards were issued to teams like Sri 
l.anka and a Combined XI Irorn fast 
Africa at the first World Cupol tiitk. , 
the policy ol sliovving a certain 
amount ol IlcKibiltty, so as to 
recognise the potential ol 
cricket-playing tountries, Ii.is brought 
dividends. Since their debut 2 1 years 
ago, the Sri Lankans have moulded 
themselves into a baud ol potential 
world beaters who regard their wins 
today as tact and not mere 
happenstance. The Africans? 
Welbihey are a dillerent issue 
altogether. They could be classified as 
a throwback; a team made up largely 
of white and Asian settlers whoise 
successors, the Kenyans ol 1996, are 
the children of a sport with 
considerably deep*, ning roots. 

Consider this as evidence: A decade 
ago, the city of Nairobi boasted of just 
one club with a grass pitch. Tfiat was 
1986. In 1996,it has mushroomed 
into 11 separate clubs. Ten years ago. 


riie Kenyan team having e ball with Usha 
Utbup, that polygot singer with the husky voice 
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the Kenyan cricket team was chosen 
entirely from its Asian populace. 
Today, the powers-that-be have 
illustrated a lot more acceptance. In 
terms of inira-struclurc too, the 
Kenyans have made rapid progress. 
One only needs to remember that 
they were successful hosts in the ICC 
Trophy competition. 

Peter Lever, the English bowling 
coach who has spent time with the 
Kenyan cricket team in their 


preparation lor the Wttrld Cup, 
throws some light on the sudden 
improvenicm of Kenyan cricket. Tf 
Kenya really got themselves 
organised," he commented,''thcn 
cricket could become a national sport. 

1 saw so many young kids hanging 
around the clubs, a lot ot them with 
much talent. II you can get hold of 
that, then you've got the squad for the 
next World Cup and the next." 

Lever also put into perspective the 
capabilities of the current Kenyan side 
who entertained the galleries in this 
World Cup.''Talented but very 
inexperienced," he surmised, 
adding.' thrce of the squad are still at 
18 


school and the bowlers may struggle a 
bit. But the overall strength of the 
Kenyans is in their batting." 

Lever was no doubt referring to the 
scholarly Dipak Chudasama, the 
Kenyan captain, Maurice Odumbe 
and the flashy Stephen Tikolo. who 
spent the winter honing his skills at 
first-class level in South Africa. South 
Africa's recent state of political 
flexibility and 'acceptance' has been 
good news for the Kenyans as the new 


policies have seen tours to and from 
East Africa and a chance for Kenyan 
cricketers to pursue cricket 
professionally by playing at the club or 
even provincial level in South Africa. 

Tikolo was indiuled into cricket by 
his elder brother. He has been given 
company in the Kenyan squad by 
another Tikolo. But Stephen Tikolo, 
who is only 21 years old, has helped in 
furthering the horizons of Kenyan 
cricket. As he said;''Ever since’I was a 
boy, the only thing I wanted to do was 
to play cricket professionally." 

Tikolo is justified in his ambitions. 
But the marketing men would advise 
against pursuing the game on a 


professional level in Kenya. 
Developing the game there is an 
expensive proposition. As a result, 
frustrations among the Kenyan 
cricketers are quite common. This was 
manifested before the World Cup by a 
players' dispute about allowances, the 
lack of sponsorship and broadcasting 
of its game to the Kenyan population 
of 27 million and the fact that the 
Government's sports budget has been 
channelled into the Olympic 
contingent. 

A sad commentary for such 
exceptionally talented and natural 
athletes. Odumbe and Tikolo run like 
rabbits over 22 yards. The quickest 
bowler, Maurice Suji can work up a 
fair bit of pace. And the fact that, 
overall.thc Kenyans have got strong 
arms and sate hands. 

All they lack, however, is a bit of 
blooding' at the international level. 
But the Wills World Cup has pn tbably 
taken care of that. The Kenyans' 
victory over the West Indies was no 
fluke They defeated tfiein with a 
sense ol purpose and all-round 
brilliance: the 76 runs that separated 
the victors Irotn liie vanijiiished is 
testimony to that lad. 

There are a touple of areas that the 
Kenyans would like to iron out. Tin" 
are absolutely new to the world si ige 
and therefore Mage fright is to h. 
expected at times. They are ignorant 
about things like sledging. As Peter 
Lever testilied. 'l told tlii iii about 
sledging, what they niiglii have to pul 
up witli and just to blow a kiss if 
anyone gives them it. " 

The other pearls ol wisdom will 
probafily have been imparted to them 
through their team manager and 
former Indian batsman, Hanumani 
Singh. And pidging by the way the 
Kenyans go out of their way to simply 
'perlorm' in every game they play, it 
would be only a matter of lime before 
the odds on their keep gelling lower 
and lower. For the moment, however, 
let us just applaud them for providing 
the Wills World Cup with a breath of 
fresh air. 

William Rhodes 



Kenyan captain Maurice Odumbe led from the front 
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CORDLESS HEADPHONE 
FOR TV & MUSIC SYSTEMS 


Finally, you can watch your 
favourite programme on TV 
without disturbing anyone or being 
disturbed... BOSS Cordless Head¬ 
phones have arrived. Simple to 
install, BOSS is compatible with all 
makes of TVs and Music Systems. 
Its SO metre transmission range 
translates into unrestricted 
movement for you. A built-in FM 
receiver, ensures your entertain¬ 
ment while you are not watching 
TV. Available in a wide range of 
colours, BOSS comes with a 6 
month replacement guarantee. So if 
you value your privacy, and others', 
get yourself a BOSS. 


^XCOM 

The missing link between 
technology A service 

^ BOSS Headphonts are not available in 
jm city, you may order them by V.PP., at 
Rs.850/- per unit from: 

Xcom Embedded Control Group (P) Ltd., 
3rd Floor, SrinivasChambers, M.G.Road, 
\Cochin-6S2 035. Ph.: 354733 Fax: 367887. 
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satirises the recent 
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KHAJURAHO • CHETAK • DURGAPUR 

Building dreams, shaping lives. 


0 Take up your 
position in front of 
your TV. Q Keep 
your eyes on 
the baii. Q Start 
dreaming! 



tickets 
Africa ! 


BIRLA CEMENT 


WORLD BEATERS 

CONTEST 


It's all very simple, really. Just tell us who the 11 best players of the Wilis World Cup are. In return, 
you could win a trip for two to South Africa to watch an India vs South Afnca one-day match in April, 1996 
(includes round-trip airfare, accommodation, transportation to and from the airport, hotel and stadium, plus 
tickets to the game). • During every Star Sports match telecast, our commentators will give you "The Birla 
Cement World Beaters Contest" details. After the match, they'll nominate a player for the Birla Cement 
World Beaters team. (With which you may or may not agree.) • At the end of the Wills World Cup, when you 
have your Birla Cement World Beaters XI on paper, send it, along with your address and phone number, 
to: The Birla Cement World Beaters Contest, c/o STAR TV, PO Box 84006, Hunghom, Hong Kong; 
Fax: 852-2621-3136; Internet: starsports.com. • Meanwhile, our expert panel, which includes Sunil 
Gavaskar, Syed Kirmani, Farokh Engineer and Brian Langley, among others, will have drawn up their Birla 
Cement World Beaters Xi. The contestants whose team most closely resembles our expert panels', will 
automatically enter a lucky draw. • After that, your dream ma\' well come true! Entry dnmuine: Noon (Hong 
Kong Tlmo), Mmreh 2S, 1996, Wnnort to bo mnnouncod during tho SIngor CupotSIngaporm, Loto otoarfy birdprbtoa to bo won! 


covniACTBii rwiH 


This contes! is not open to the employees (and iheif relatives) of 
Birta Jute S Industnes Limited and Contract Advertising (India) Limited 




DANGEROUS 

FLOATERS! 



has the tag 
of being a team who 
could defeat anyone 
once in a while. But now 
this island team, packed 
with talent and 
experience, has the 
capability to go all the 
way and win the World 
Cup 

BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 


RF (he Sri Lankans the 
poor cousins of world 
cricket, in this World Cup? 
And the answer is, 
certainly not. Sri Lanka 
added sparkle to the 12-nation World 
Cup extravaganza. 

Nut anymore are the island 
cricketers mere cannon fodder or 
making up the numbers for a 
limited-overs bash. The Sri Lankans, 
after their recent performances, 
especially in the abbreviated version 
of the game, against New Zealand and 
Pakistan, in Sharjah and finally, in the 
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Benson fr Hedges triangular series in 
Australia, have arrived at last. True. 

Sri Lanka lost to Australia 0-2 in the 
WSC finals, but, most seasoned 
observers felt that, had the 
interpretations of the Australian 
umpires been more consistent; the 
result may have gone the other way. 
The acrimony amongst the two teams 
has made the cry for international 
umpires grow louder by the hour. 

When the Sri Lankans visited India 
on their first official tour in 1983, they 
reminded us of style and flair usually 
associated with the West Indies. And 
the impression they gave was that 
once they acquired experience and 
smoothened the rough edges, they 
may well pose a big threat to others in 
international cricket. Thirteen years 
later, the Sri Lankans arc a real threat 
in international cricket. The rough 
edges have been smoothened out and 
they have acquired experience. And 
their approach is quite like that of the 
West Indians, stylish and free flowing. 

In this World Cup, they are rightly 
being termed as the 'dark horses'. In 
the previous five competitions, no one 
gave them a chance of coming close to 
the ultimate prize. This time, 
however, with a string of notable 
performances, Sri Lanka, if not one of 
the favourites for the title are certainly 
up there with two or three others. 

And things are going well for them 
that they have already earned four 
points without even playing a single 
match. 

The change in Sri Lankan cricket 

Arjana Ranatunga wMi his family, {lasat): Ha is 
ons of the sassonail criehstars of Sri Lanks 
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IS-ycar-old scluK)lbt)y in Sri Lanka's 
inau^juraJ Icsi t-xacily 14 years ago) 
has inspired his icani by some notable 
innings in this respect and Roshan 
Mahananid, llashan Tiilekaratne and 
Asanka Gurusingha are not far 
liehind But the heartening aspect is 
tliai wtiile atepnring this ability to stay 
and slick it out, they have not lost 
their ability to belt the ball. No player 
epitomises this better than Aravinda 
do Silva. Not lor nothing is he is 
known as 'Mad Max'. 

Sri Lanka are also part ol World Cup 
folklore. A shock victory over 'big 
brother' India in 1979, well before 
they achieved rest status, an 
unexpected win over a rampaging 
New Zealand side in 1983, and then 
successlully chasing an incredible 
victory target ol 313 against 
Zimbabwe in 1992 and upsetting 
South Alrica in the same competition 
have always given them the image ol 
being "dangerous floaters". 
Ttaditionally, Sri Lanka's batting has 
always been stronger than their 
bowling. Frequently, their batsmen 
have run up a good total only to see 
the opposition overrun this score, 
thanks to wayward bowling, that 
even the always outstanding Sri 
Lankan fielding could not cover up. 

But, ol late, their bowlers have 
backed iq) their batsmen and this has 
been reflected in the results. Winning 
a one-day senes in Pakistan, regularly 
beaimg the senior teams and entering 
the Imal ol the WSC competition, 
ahead ol ilie West Indies, are 
indicaiioiis that the team is peaking at 
the light liine 

When Sir Richard Hadlee predicted 
lirai Sri Lanka would win the 1996 
Wills World Ciif), his pronouncement 
was not grcried with the hoots ol 
derision that ii would certainly have 
provoked lour years ago With their 
s|)iriied perlormances ovei the past 
year, particularly in Australia, the Sri 
Lankans are now high on ever> 

(RightkWickclfceaper Kaluwitharana is 
axpected to add solidity to the battins.lExtreme 
right):Hasban Tiilekaratne is Sri Lanka's 
Mr.Reliable 
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A TEAM FULL OF TALENT 

The Sri Lankan team has a host of talented and 
experienced players 

T he Sri Lankan skipper, 32-year-old Arjuna Ranatunga, is one of the 
longest serving international cricketers in the world today. Though a 
bit on the portly side, Ranat unga's innovative style of batsmanship and his 
'pitch-craft' reminds one of a left-handed Miandad—a dangerous 
opponent. The recent string of successes, though, laced with more than a 
fair share of problems, will make Ranatunga battle-scarred but ready to 
face stiffer challenges. 

Deputy Aravinda de Silva continues to flatter and fail. Experienced like 
his skipper, he has not delivered the goods as often as one would have 
expected him. On his day, Aravinda is capable of putting to the sword the 
best of bowlers. The third of the triumvirate of Sri Lankan batsmen is 
left-hander Asanka Gurusingha who has been a tower of strength at No.3 
and is capable of turning his arm over with his medium pace—a la 
Mohinder Amarnath and is a briliiant and intrepid close-in fielder. Two 
other left-handers, Sanath Jayasuriya and Hashan Tiilekaratne, along 
with Test opener Roshan Mahanama, represent the balance of the 
experienced Sri Lankan one-day line up. Opener Jayasuriya has the 
unique distinction of achieving the highest score (140) and the best 
bowling feat (6/29) for Sri Lanka in one-day cricket with his left-arm spin. 
He is capable of aggression in the tradition ol the dashing lefthanders with 
crashing lofted drives and exciting hooks and cuts. 

Completing the opening partnership is wicket -keeper/batsman, 
Romesh Kaluwitharana. presently the most exciting prospect in Sri 
Lanka, who was the Player of the Series in the preliminary rounds of the 
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World Series played Down Under recently. Popularly known as I 

'Kalu'—which is a shortened form of his surname, and which in Sinhalese I 
means black—the 26-year*old made a blistering debut Test hundred, I 

against Australia in 1 992-93, including 2S boundaries. Ihough his | 

wicket-keeping skills have let the side down on quite a few occasions. Kalu f 
is bound to give a kick-start to the innings and, in the manner of i 

Srikkanth, to simply explode. When on song, his batting borden on black [ 
magic. f 

Hashan Tillekeratne, Sri Lanka's Mr.Reliable, is the fourth left-hander in 1 
the side and one who has made two one-day hundreds—both against the ^ 

West Indies. The second one which he made at Shaijah last year, though ■ 

did not bring victory to his side, was considered a classic in the annals of f' 

one-day cricket. He shares the Test record for the highest number of ? 

catches (7) in a Test match, with Greg Chappell and Yajuvendra Singh. 

Roshan Mahanama is another batsman who can keep the scoreboard 
ticking, with his stylish strokeplay while his fielding is of a very high order. i 

All-rounder Kumara Dharmasena, with his fastish off-breaks and gutsy 
batting adds solidity to the tail. Young Chaminda Vaas, the left -arm 
medium-pacer has added a yard or two of pace after the Australian tour ^ 

and should form quite a formidable opening attack with right-arm 
paceman, Ravindra Pushpakumara, whose action reminds one of Waqar 
Younis. The third member of the pace attack is Pramodya Wickremasinghe. 

Controversial off-spinner Muttiah Muralitharan, who rocked the 
cricketing world with his questionable action, is the spearhead of the spin 
department. But there is a trace of trepidation because there is a 
chance that the umpires might still give an odd 'call', though there is 
medical and scientific evidence that his bowling delivery appears 
legitimate. Right-arm spinner Upul Chandana is a surprise packet. He is an 
excellent fielder and a more-than-useful batsman in the lower order. 

Aravinda de Silva’s off-spin too has been of much use in many a match. 
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Aravinda da Silva was involved in a world 
record partnership of 172 with Gurusingha ior 
the third wicket against Zimbahwe 


leatii's danger list. 

What are Sri Lanka's real chances oi 
ciaiiriing the Big One? 

The topsy-turvy nature of one-day 
cricket would suggest that the 
Lankans have as good a shot as any ol 
the leading comeiiders, given the 
World Cup lorniat and the team's 
recent lorm With three ICC countries 
III the 1 2 participants, the eight 
qiiarterlinalists viriually pick 
themselves. There will ol c'oiirse, he 
surprises and it's the ofl-days the Sri 
Lankans have to guard against. From 
the quaricrlinals onwards, should the 
Sri Lankans shrug oil pressure and 
play their naturally aggressive game, 
cricket’s most precious piece of 
silverware could well be theirs. 
Aravinda de Silva, iheii most 
explosive batsman admits, "We 
should gel into the qiiarterfmals easily 
and if we play well, we have a very 
good chance to be through, to the 
semifinals and eventually win the 
Worici Cup. It is a great opportunity 
and we should capitalise on it " 

27 



SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 





Hfff'1*9 talking me chain ani agpocket. 


Meat ntten pengla match nth chain and 


new agpecket op new chain and 


eld agpocket. Fact la, a geplectly matched 


chain and agpocket like the DIameod kit la 


what glvea 100% geptopmanca. Like 


ogtimum mileage, no pattle, ameathep 




■■■. ' 59 !‘ 



aak the winning ceugle an the lelt. 


MItep all, thelp mapplage waa made 


In heaven. Mod dpiveo thpough hell. 

^ DIAilOND KIT 

Choiii i Siipocket 


pidea and longep me. Fop a aecond opinion THE PERFECT MATCH 
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/'' A^egodown 
memory lane and relive 
some of the greatest 
moments in 
World Cup history 

BY RAVI KANT SRIVASTAVA 

West Indies v- Pakistan, 
(Birmingham] Jar.cll 

Pakistan 218-7 in SO ovara lost to Wool Indios 
2n-SoHSI4 ovars by 1 wkt 

T he match had all the 

ingredients of a suspense 
thriller. Fine batting by Majid 
Khan (60), Mushtaq Mohd. 
(55) and Wasim Raja (58) inspired 
Pakistan to rattle up 266 for seven 
from the allotted 60 overs.Debutani 
Javed Miandad, who had already 


scored a perky 24 in the Pakistan 
effort, then surprised everyone by 
claiming skipper Clive Lloyd with his 
leg spin. West Indies then slumped to 
166 for 8 against some admirable 
swing bowling by Sarfraz Nawaz who 
had by then taken three tvickets. 

Vanburn Holder joined Deryck 
Murray and made 16 in a stand of 37 
when Sarfraz claimed him as his 
fourth viaim of the innings. The West 
Indies still needed 64 runs from 16 
overs when young Andy Roberts 
joined Murray at 203 for 9. A dramatic 
transformation took place and these 
two players carried the West Indies to 
a thrilling win with two bails to spare. 

Australia v Sri Lanka (The Oval) June 
11 

Auftralia aSS-Sm bt Sri Unka 276-4/n by 52 


'"I ■’he scoreline may not suggest the 
I excitement that unfolded in the 
later half of the day but this game was 
also a great battle of attrition. Australia 

Ciiv* Uoyd ramaint tha aaly captaia to hava 
woa tha World Cup oa two coasacutivo 
ocaasioaa aad ho was ia praat form ia both the 
75 and the 79 teumaffloats 
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This was ont batsman that sven tha bast 
bowlsrs of the worid loathed bowling to. Once 
Vi* Richards got going there was no stopping 
him 

totalled J28 for 5 in their 60 overs, 
thanks to Alan Turner's dashing 101, 
which rentains the only ccimiry 
before lunch (in England) in the 
World Cup.Other contributors were 
Rick McKosker (773), Greg Chappell 
32 


(50) and Doug Walters. 

There was drama all the way when 
Sri Lanka batted.Sunil Wettimuny 
made 53 and Duleep Mendls who 
made 32 were struck by lifting 
deliveries from Jeff Thomson and had 
to retire. But Sri Lanka relentlessly 
kept on attacking. Skipper Aruna 
Tennekoon hit a classy 48 while 


Michael Tisser a stroke-filled 52. Even 
though Sri Lanka finished on 276 for 
four, they were not the least disgraced. 

1975 FINAL Australia v West Indies. 
Lord's. June 21 

West Indies 291-l/M bL Aintmlie 27V58.4 by 
ITnms 

he air was charged with tension 

and excitement. A full house at 
Lord's saw Roy Fredericks hook 
Dennis Lillee's bouncer over fine leg 
for six and then lose his balance to 
tread on his wicket. West Indies were 
reduced to 50 for three.However, 
Rohan Kanhai (55) and Clive Lloyd 
then added 149 runs off 36 overs. 

Clive Lloyd hit a brilliant 102 with two 
6s and twelve 4s, with his century 
coming off 85 balls.The West Indies 
total was the result of a solid effort by 
the team who took advantage of some 
sloppy fielding to add 82 runs in the 
last 13 overs 

Although nine Australians reached 
double figures and were almost 
always behind the asking rate, only 
Ian Chappell (62) prospered beyond 
40. Each Australian partnership was 
snuffed out before it could cause a 
major problem. The West Indies, 
thanks to some insjiired helding 
gradually tightened their strangle.'lold 
and forced the batsman to take 
outrageous risks. Five Austru.ians 
were run out, and three ot them weie 
by Viv Richards. When the last wicket 
pair of Jeff Thomson and Dennis Lillee 
came together, 59 runs were needed 
off 7.1 overs.After an hilarious 
ejiisode involving a ciowd invasion of 
the field when Lillee was caught off a 
no-ball, 18 runs were required from 
the last nine balls from Vanburn 
Holder and Roberts. At this point 
communication between the batsmen 
broke down and their determined 
stand of 41 ended with Thomson 
being run out by the wicket-keeper's 
lob as he lay sprawled full length just 
outside his crease. 

The match finished at 8.42p.m.on 
the longest day of the year. 



Enlightenment. Now available 
in red or yellow. 




WORLD CUP 
QUIZ 




COMPILED BY 
ARINDAM ROY 
CHAUDHAURY 




UESTIONS: 


I Who is the only 
I »Greek to have played 
World Cup cricket? 


What in the 1996 
4 :. .World Cup is 850 
kilograms in weight, 31 by 
5 feet in length and 
breadth, and has travelled 
about 45,000 kilometre*.' 


3 


IfPlLCOMisihc 
. organising 
committee of the Wills 
World Cup, then what is 
PUNCOM? 


4 In the 1975 World 
«Cup final, two 
Australians very nearly 
pulled off a dramatic 
viaory against the West 
Indies. Name the batsmen? 


5 In the 1992 

* tournament which 
team won the maximum 
number of matches? 


A) Idantitv this fffactiva 
iiiiddia aiiiar batanan 
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CHAKRABOHTy 



venu* as sasn from the Press 
Box 

6 Wills, the sponsors oi 
. the 1996 World Cup 
are makers of cigarettes. 
What does Prudential the 
sponsors of the 1975 and 
'79 editions do? 

Why did Australia 
/ . have a new look team 
for the 1979 World Cup? 

Q In the 1992 World 
O • Cup, Marlin Oowe 
experimented liy using off 
spinner Deepak Patel to 

nr 


open the bowling. What 
unconventional 
experiment did Graham 
Gooch use in his batting 
line up in the same 
tournament? 

Ql Which company has 
- «designed the 1996 
Wills World Cup.> 

I I'I What is the 
K V..’ « sponsors' slogan 
for the Wills World Cup? 


C) Who is this World Cup horo 
waving from tho team bus to 
the Indian crowds? 



ANSWERS: 


IJohn Traicos who played Test cricket for 
South Africa and who was the oldest man to 
play in a World cup match (for Zimbabwe) is 
Greek by birth. 

Z.Tlie All The Best India Bat sponsored by 
Coca Cola. 

3. The company from Punjab responsible for 
the computer and information network of the 
1996 tournament. 

4. Tailenders Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson. 

5. New Zealand won seven of their nine 
matches and had the highest success rate of 
77.77 per cent. 

6 . Prudential are an insurance company. 

T.The Packer revolution meant that all their 
main players were banned from playing 
international cricket. 

8.He got Ian Botham to open the batting. 

P.Gerrad and Company who are also 
England's Crown jewellers. 

10.Share The MagicI 

A) Dave Cuilinan of South Africa 

B) Eden Gardens, Calcutta as seen from the air 
conditioned, all glass Press Box. 


CjShane Warne of Australia 
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was only a matter of 
time before the South 
Africans regained 
their lost position in 
world cricket 


BY T.S. VENKATARAMAN 


Y OU'VE got to meet fire with 
fire, is an old saying. Weil, 
this is what the opposition 
did when they tried to come 
out on top against the South African 
pacemen in the Wills World Cup 
matches. The key to the scries has 
been the battle between the South 
African pacemen and the opposing 
teams' top six. But it definitely hasn't 
been easy. 


Many douMMl Hamia Croaia'a eradamialt, but 
aflar Bonia good parfoffliancat from his itam 
ha it now toon as South Africa's matsiah 
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With zinc cream decorating his face. 
AUan Donald looked every inch a war¬ 
rior out for the kill. But Donald is not 
alone. Assisting him in his battles are 
Brian McMillan, Craig Matthews, 
new sensation Shaun Pollock and 
veteran Fanie De Villiers. 

Since South Africa's return as a full 
member of the International Cricket 
Council (ICC), a significant occurren¬ 
ce saw it being named the ninth 
nation in the '92 Benson and Hedges 
World Cup draw. South Africa's sheer 
presence there won them many fans. 
After their tremendous induction in 
the '92 World Cup, more than a hand¬ 
ful of South African cricketers have 
climbed the rungs and this has earned 
them respect from their rivals. After 


With Somb African crickai on a now high, 
thoir Bunpoiton had a lot to chaor about in 
meant nmas. This photograph waa takan altor 
Englamra humiiianag ioaa in South Africa 
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H Alim DmaW md McMilIm are SeuA 
Africa'a frontlina bawlert, thaa Faaia Da 
Villian it thair dejiandabla backbona 


being knocked out in the semifinals in 
'92—courtesy the infamous rain 
rule—people were more inclined to be 
sympathetic towards the South Afri¬ 
can's rather than laud England's entry 
into the final. 

Four years later, Hansie Cronje’s 
South Africans are being given their 
due respea by all the wise men of 
world cricket. On three occasions in 
the past—^Benson &■ Hedges World 
Cup (1992), the Hero Cup (Cricket 
Association of Bengal, Diamond Jubi¬ 
lee tournament (1993) and the Cente¬ 
nary Cup (1995-New Zealand)—the 
South Africans were shunted out of all 
three tournaments in the semifinals. 
Rain at Sydney. Sachin Tendulkar at 
Calcutta, and the Kiwis' resourceful¬ 
ness at Lancaster Park cut short the 
South Africans' aspirations. 

Till very recently many experts had 
not done their research and rather 
unwisely written off the current 
South African cricket team, but follow¬ 
ing the recent humiliation of England 
in both the Test and one-day series, 
the team has been rated as one oi the 
frontrunners in this World Cup. 

Post-apartheid South Africa is once 
again making its mark in major inter¬ 
national sporting events. In 1968, 

Basil d'Oliveira was not allowed to 
tour his home country as a member of 
the English cricket team because he 
was coloured. But on Jan 16, 1996, 
d'Oliveira sat down for lunch with the 
president of South Africa, Nelson 
Mandela. Even more significantly, 28 
years after the 'd'Oliveira affair'. 
South Africa now has Paul Adams 
playing for them. 

d'Oliveira was overjoyed by 
Adams' selection and it was evident 
when he said,"That says it all as far as 
I'm concerned. The chance is there for 
everybody". Eighteen-year-old 
Adams has been a sensation and is 
hugely popular in the country and 
even made his impact in this edition of 





Tough. Dependable. Consistent. 
Everything a captain would give his right hand for. 

Or is it his left? 
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As the debate rages on as to which Indian player will deliver and which ones won’t, WB 

one thing’s certain. Trouble-free performance from one Indian. HMT watches. 5- 

They are designed to take on anything life can throw at them. No wonder then that WAXCHES 
over 85 million Indians are willing to give both their hands for it. In applause. Engineered tO last 













Batsmen are yat to figure out the traaky action 
of South Africa's mysioiy package, Paul Adams 


next line of Test players are being 
nurtured all over South Africa. Ali 
Bacher, Managing Director of the 
United Cricket Board of South Africa, 
is tile brain behind the development 
programme and he is very optimistic 
about South Africa's positive outlook 


in the Wills World Cup. Mr Mandela, 
of course, was the inspiration behind 
many of South Africa's recent sport¬ 
ing successes, and the Board made 
sure of his support in future when 
they presented him with an official 
blarer. 

1 heir long isolation from internatio¬ 
nal cricket has not reduced the South 
Africans’ fierce competitiveness on 
the pitch. In fact, their return has 





With a physical spread of 7160 route kms., !?)anning six States and with an originating loading of 18000 
wagons per d^, SER holds the veritable lifeline of the region’s economy. While carrying coal to 
powerhouses, and raw materials to steel plants, it also serves the transport need of multitiidinous 
l»rojects<h^ metfium dc «iiaU. 

On its riiack ixrfl day and night over 500 trains on an average carrying passengers and f»rcels, cutting 
across bwradarics and%ies forgmg bonds of unity and bringii^ peopJe and cultures together. 

Rttoons hold the economy to^dKr while letting diversity of cultures grow. 
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If anirane wu to cbooM a 'Oraatn Taam'from 
all tba playan ia this adHion of Iba World Cup, 
than Jonty Rhodat would luroly find o placa 
for himaaif, tolalv on his fialding prowass and 
for hit on- Raid oxufaoranco 

made them keener than ever to prove 
a point to other worthy players of the 
modern game.And in doing so.they 
are not in awe of them either. 

The South Africans are out to prove 
that justice was not done when they 
were banished from international 
cricket and the '96 World Cup provid¬ 
ed them with the ideal opportunity. 
The isolation ruined the careers of 
many great cricketers and this current 
team is keen to prove to the world that 
they could now be considered as one 
of the better cricketing nations. 

The South Africans are hungry for 
recognition and success. This has a lot 
to do with their being in the wilder¬ 
ness for so long. Ever since they return¬ 
ed to the worid's cricket stage they 
have registered outstanding perform¬ 
ances which have made them a force 
to reckon with. 

As their coach. Bob Woolmcr said 
on their arrival in the sub- continent, 
"1 doubt whether anyone can describe 
this team as unimaginative and with¬ 
out flair. Paul Adams is your flair. 
Shaun Pollock is your flair. Just look 
at his hair. It's fairly red! As far as uni¬ 
maginative goes, well, I think we've 
got a very good side. 1 think we've got 
a super chance of winning the World 
Cup, but I have no illusions of how 
hard we have to work to do it." 

The future of South African cricket 
certainly looks more assured. Their 
chairman, Ali Bacher warned that 
there was much more potential to be 
tapped, "We've only delved into the 
tip of the iceberg. There's some tre¬ 
mendous talent emerging from the dis¬ 
advantaged communities, from the 
black townships of South Africa, and 
over the next five to ten years, they're 
certainly going to come through and 
play with distinction for South Africa." 

It would certainly seem that the 
Springboks are out to conquer the 
world and they certainly don't intend 
taking any prisoners. ^ 
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The Indian and Pakistan cricketers have 
always been on the best ol terms and here 
Waqar Vounis and Mohammad Azharuddin 
catch up with each other and wish each other 
well 


Even if the Australians were wary ol playing in 
the Emerald Isle they had no tears whatsoever 
in India and Craig McDermott gives us an 
indication of his teammates feelings 
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KISHOW hOYCMCAVOttli^Y 


Everybody has a lot ol expectations from these 
two players.Are Shane Warne and Brian Lara 
exchanging notes on how to cope with the 
pressure ? 
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(Bottom facing fagel 

Though the Kenyans are generally underrated, 
this very enthusiastic bunch ol cricketers 
could pull off an upset or two in the tournament 


AS^'CAf rHAkRArtl^-Rl 
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THE CRISIS MAN 



Steve Waugh is one of 
the catalysts for his 
country's cricketing 
success. 


INTERVIEWED BY 
GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA 


SPORTSWORLD; Before you 
started off this World Cup 
campaign what were the personal 
goals that you had set for yourself? 

STKVL WAUGH; The goal was that 1 
should be successful under pressure. 
That at the vital >itages of the game, I 
should be able to perform the way my 
team wanted me to. Batting-wise 1 
wanted to achieve the best strike rate 
and bowling-wise a fairly economical 
rate of less than four runs an over. 

But I was basically concerned more 
about the team and not so much about 
myself.In one- dayers if you want to 
click you have to work together as a 
team. The goal was that as a team we 
should be consistent all the way 
through and play to the best of our 
abilities. 



ASMOKE CHAKRABORTY 
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People refer to you as the 'crisis 
man'. How did you acquire the art 
of performing under pressure? 

I got lucky ...(laughs). The first time it 
just happened....In Madras.if you 
remember. Tlie situation was one ball, 
one run. I was under tremendous 
pressure and decided to back myself. 

A little bit of luck was also involved. 
And that came my way. Once you 
have gone through that kind of fire, 
you'll continue to back yourself in 
tight situations. You must realise, that 
the opponents are under as much 
pressure, if not more. 

You mean to say that it all boils 
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Steva Waugh hat had a rather competitive 
relationship with his hrother.But in this World 
Cup, Mark Waugh played soma great innings. 
Picture shows Steve Waugh in (he drewing 
room with brother Mark in the background 

down to 'seif-belief'? 

Oh, yes.The moment you give up 
mentally you lose the battle. You 
know this is inevitable. The moment 
you get weaker mentally, you come 
up with a bad ball or a rash stroke. 

In your case, people expect you to 
perform nine times out of ten in a 
crunch situation. Aren't the 
expectations a bit too much at 
times? 


No, I'm happy with that. I enjoy 
pressure. That's the part of one- day 
cricket, especially the World Cup, that 
I enjoy most. I cannot come out tops 
everytime, but the chances arc that if 
you enjoy pressure, more often than 
not you are going to be successful. 

You seem to have perfected the 
art of bowling the 'slower ball' in 
one day cricket. Where did you 
learn this craft? 

To start with, it was again sheer luck. I 
have been trying at the nets. You go 
on experimenting till you find the 
right option. The one with which you 
are most comfortable. 
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ASHOKE CHAKRABORTY 



Australians have been playing 
one- day cricket almost 
continously. How do you guys 
manage to change gears so quickly 
from one version of the game to 
another so soon? 

One day crjcket does not require too 
many changes. You just have to i)C a 
lot more aggressive and take chances. 
But the game plan basically remains 
the same. 1 firmly believe that 
successful Test players can perform in 
one- day matches. 

One hears stories about the 
Australian team's aggression, 
especially at home and in front of 
home umpires. Do you feel that 
these stories have often been 
blown out of proportion? 
Definitely. All the teams play the same 
way as we do. That is, being 

The Waugh brothers in the middlo during 
Australia's match against Konya 
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reasonably aggressive. And I see 
nothing wrong in that. Thai's a nice 
way to play cricket. Yes, our fielders 
do keep talking to each other to keep 
the spirit going. But it is not a 
concened effort to unsettle the 
opposition. 

Now, if the visiting teams can't 


handle that, then I'll venture to say 
that they have a problem mentally. 

Blit teams have talked about the 
concerted gamesmanship of the 
Australians. 

Look at their results....(a trifle 
irritated). Those are the people who 


have not done well against us. They 
keep on moaning. But what can you 
do? They need an excuse to fall back 
on. 

You had a great tour of the West 
Indies. How did It feel defeating 
the Wlndies in their own den? 








To you, ifs a small patch of green 
To us, ifs the core of our philosophy 

To befriend nature, and letting her prosper 
To plant over a thousand trees everyday 
And keep alive our forests 
Because what we've inherited 
Is but a gift for our descendants 
And the legacy to a beautiful tomorrow 




A Friend of the earth 
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Th« brothara Waugh: Mark and Stava am naw 
bacaniing key mambara of lha Australian sida 
in this World Cup 



Oh, that's the ultimate. Playing in the 
West Indies and defeating them in 
their own backyard. That's the 
toughest examination in cricket. So, I 
was very pleased with myself. 

But you can't keep dwelling on the 
past. That's gone. Now we're playing 
in the World Cup. I would rather get 
on with that, than look back. 

The Waugh brothers perforin 
.with remarkable'Consistency. 
How do you compete with each 
other? Is there a healthy rivalry 
between the brothers? 

Maybe the competition was there. But 
that was in the under-12 or the 
under-14 level But now there are lar 
more important things to worry 
about. At this level that would be 
childish....Whether Mark is doing 







better, or whether I've taken the lead. 

Is cricket discussed at the Waugh 
household at the breakfast table 
over com flakes? 

Well, we do not live under the same 
roof anymore. But in the past, yes. 
Cricket was always discussed at the 
breakfast table. We belong to a real 
sports loving family. We have hmr 
brothers and sports is a big part of our 
lives. 

You have already established 
yourself as one of the best 
all-rounders in the game. Where 
do you go from here? 

I go for my next matcli. 1 don't set far 
fetched goals. I take it match by 
match, ball by ball. 

'Mate' is a typical Aussie way of 
encouraging your players. Do you 
think this word and the kind of 
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JK Tyre's advanced steel radials have taken the country by storm. Ultima — India's first 
T-rated tyre has a capacity to withstand speeds upto 190 kms per hour. Its 5 rib pattern provides 
you with unmatched cornering even on the harshest rally tracks. 


ULTIMA and AQUABONIc 

smash com{«tition to twn the National Bally 
Championship -1995* for the second year ninning 


And Aquasonic — the revolutionary tyre with dual contact technology is the most surefooted 
even on slippery roads. These are the tyres with which the JK Team rules the rally tracks. Reach 
out for them and rule the roads. They are made for your car. 


* Culrol National Rally Cliainpionsrilp tor Cara 19S5. 










feeling it conveys, has played a big 
role in the consistency that 
prevails in Australian one- day 
cricket? 

Yes, you arc absolutely right. I have 
played a good number of sides in the 
past who did not seem to possess that 
togetherness and closeness that was 
required. If you have a good team 
spirit and tight bonding between 
yourselves it helps in a crunch 
situation. We've been lucky that way. 

I have seen a lot of other sides arguing 
amongst themselves. That's when you 
crack under pressure. 

In terms of all- round brilliance 
who do you rank as the best in the 
world t(^ay? 
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Steve Waugh has always been cool, steady 
and unitappable under pressure 


Brian McMillan. He bowls well, bats 
well and catches well. All the 
components of a good all- rounder. In 
terms of dependability he is very good. 

People talk about me, but then they 
forget that 1 may be a genuine all- 
rounder in one dayers, but not that 
much in Test cricket.So McMillan is 
the best alb rounder. 

When you play against South 
Africa, does the adrenalin start 
pumping more because the 
occasion is also a royal battle 
between you and McMillan? 


Nothing of that sort. But, to an extent, 
yes. When you play against quality 
players you always perform better. 
Like when I competed against Botham 
and Viv, I always tried harder. A few 
extra efforts here and there. They 
always brought out the best in me. 

How badly does the Australian 
team want to win the Wills World 
Cup? 

Very badly. At present we are ranked 
No. 1 in Test cricket. We would like to 
win this as well. If we manage to win 
the World Cup, Australia will be 
considered the best all- round 
cricketing country in the world. That 
is something you can sit back and 
enjoy even after ten, fifteen years. # 
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Your favourite Arabian Nights fairytales and Morton sweets. A family favourite 
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Bonbons, Mango King and so many other delicious treats. 

Um m m m. Every bite a yummy delight. 
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A ustralian journalists have 
one big worry. They fear that 
they will miss their deadlines. And the 
reason is simple. The Australian 
Standard Time is 5 1 \2 hours ahead of 
India's, so it's always a close call for 
them. But being equipped with 
modems, they can transmit the stories 
the moment their matches are over. 
But the problem is that when 
Australia play a day-night match, 
then it's im])ossiblc for them to meet 
the deadline. 



C HANNEL Nine has the exclusive 
rights for the telecast of the sixth 
edition of the World Cup in Australia. 
However, that has not preventetl 
other companies like Channel Seven 
and Ten, to send their TV crews to do 
side stories and personality profiles. 



S HARE the magic is the slogan ol 
the Wills World Cup '96. But a 
few siKial workers have coined the 
phrase: "From the Wills World Cup oi 
'96 to the World Cup ol Cancer 
'97,'98,'99." This is their way of 
protesting that the Wills Wotld Cup 
has been sptmsored by a cigarette 
company. 


T he Mohajir Quami Movement 
(MQM) has refuted allegations 
that they would disrupt cricket 
matches in Pakistan. An MQM 
spokesman said that, "We arc a 
peace-keeping organisation who are 
all lor the upliftment of sports." 


A camel has been sacriliced by a 
Pakistan social welfare group, 
to try and improve the home team's 
chances of winning the World Cup, 
for the second consecutive time, 
Pasban, a group linked to the 
Jamaat-i-Islami, handed out the 
camel meat, to the poor and the 
downtrodden, after the offering, 

W HAT do Phil De Freitas, 
Darren Gough, Shane 
Wame and Daryll Cullinan have in 
common? 

Well, they have earned the wrath of 
the public who have thrown missiles 
at them while playing in Peshawar. 
Some of the things thrown were- 
plastic bottles, ice cubes, oranges and a 
wooden 'spear', about 9 inches in 
length. 

Shane Warneiwas the target of spectators 
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N Pakistan, you had to turn up at 
the stadium at least two hours 
before tlie scheduled start of 9 a m. 
This was to provide for the series of 
body searches, bag searches, etc. you 
had to endure on your way to your 
seat. And, by the way, before you 
enter, please be warned that flags ol 
MQM or even ahy dress combination 
lesembling the flag of that party 
would not be allowed into the 
National Stadium, 

Ladies visiting the stadium lor the 
matches were advised not to wear or 
carry a red dupatta, or any loose piece 
of clothing including handkerchiefs 
etc. in that colour. You could be 
searched thoroughly for anything in 
red. The woman wearing a red 
dupatta by mistake would have to 
forfeit it on the spot, and provided 
with a white one in exchange. 


Fans are now serioualy diicouraged from 
running onto the field in Pakiatan 
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For the guys, well, no firecrackers, 
no flags, other than the national flag, 
no piece of metal except coins, key 
chains and belts were allowed inside. 
And no bringing in your own food, 
water, posters or even caps. That 
would all be provided for, at the 
stadium, at a cost, of course. You were 
obliged to allow any security official to 
search you at any point. The orders 
were very simple: anyone deliberately 
avoiding a search or looking 
suspicious would be shot on the spot. 
Very clear-cut indeed. 

And, in case, you thought you could 
smuggle yourself past the security, 
well, the chances were poor. Because 
there were about 10,000 of those 
types, inclusive of 6000 poiicemen in 
the stadium area itself, a self-claimed 
world record by the authorities. 

Too strict, you say? Okay. Just to 
keep the fans happy, the municipal 
authorities lifted the ban on banners 
on the days of the matches. It is 
otherwise illegal to put up or use 
lianners in Karachi because of what is 
known as the halat,(the political 
situation in the city). But Allah help 
you if you dared to flash a MQM 
banner or, for that matter, one that 
had anything to do with Imran Khan 
You would be put away in the 
ballagarriand escorted by a jeep load 
of gun-toting (actually they look more 
like missile launchers) cops 
and thrown into prison, from where 
yoti had no escape. 

As one newspaper noted. This is no 
cricket carnival.This is a sedate 
wedding party in a five-star hotel or a 
first birthday of a male child." The 
security measures took the fun—no, 
the life out of the cricket. No wonder a 
pilot triend of mine, watched the 
matches in the comfort of his drawing 
room. He wasn't going to take any 
chances. Wliy, he's even gone back to 
using his battered 27-year-old Toyota 
Corona after he was car-jacked at gun 
point recently in his brand-new sleek 
Toyota pick-up, which has since been 
consigned to the garage. 

Some fellas do learn, you see! 

Andy O'Brien, Pakistan 
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II you roilly love your mofied (und we Ihinl.' yi'U 
do) yi Ill'll insisi on Kinelie Servo lienulne 
‘/f ZiH'in A revolulion.iry enyine oil s|vv wily 
develo|K-d toi itio|)ed'- 

kinelu Servo (.ieniiini yT Zoom, Iws been 
iiuliyi iiously developed dl Indicirioil's fJ&f) Centre, 
om'ot Am,i'm no'll iidviiiued IheKinelu Servo 


your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


(ienume 2T Zixmi helps beep your eriyine ek'iin 
cind heiilthy. Thereby mabiny your cnyine 
licrlorm better ,liter day. Year alter year 

A-sb tor Kinctk Servo Genuine 2T Ziwm at 
Indiiinoil petrol siations or vehu Ic <ind .service 
dealers (it Kineiic I■n8lneerln^> It's one way 
ol telling your mofied how niui h you i, .ire' 
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The World Cup has proved that cricket can be 
both pleasantly uncertain and harshly 
cruel ANDY O'BRIEN states why 


AKISTAN International 
I Airline^ flight PK 312 froin 
I Karachi to Lahore on March 
12, we were (old, was 
overbooked atid scheduled to take oil 
on time. Yet it was well past the noon 
schedule and strangely, there were no 
signs ol the crew closing the aircraft 
doors. For that mattei there were 
quite a few seals lying empty too. 

The mystery was solved when a 
group ol maroon jersied men tame 
storming into the plane. This was no 
hijack or raid but )ust a jubilant West 
Indies cricket team boarding the first 
ol their flights which would 
eventually get them to Chandigarh lor 
their World Cup semi final against 
Australia. The smiles, the 
backslapping, the constant chatter 
while they placed their luggage in the 
overhead compartments, would 
never suggest that this was a team 
representing the former two-time 
world champions but who had 


collapsed to such deplorable depths 
that they had even lost to Kenya just a 
few days ago. Even the fact that they 
had Just won only their third match in 
this tournament didn't seem to be 
reason enough for these West Indians 
to be so "high" in spirit. 

Similarly, why were the green 
jersied blokes who followed the West 
Indians onto the aircraft looking so 
dispirited and down, alter all they 
had only lost their first match ol the 
tournament. They couldn’t possibly 
be so upset about not being atJle to 
best the West Indies' record erf the 
longest limited over winning streak of 
ten consecutive wins. They could after 
all find some solace in the fact that 
they had managed to equal it with five 
straight wins over England lollowed 
by an unbeaten run in the preliminary 
rounds ol the World Cup and that too 
with the highest run rate in the 
tournament. But if there was one 
scenario that showed how totally 


ridiculous the format for this World 
Cup was then it was the one we 
witnessed on that flight that day. The 
West Indians had been humiliated 
and ridiculed in the tournament but 
they were the happy ones that day. 

The South Africans on 
the other hand, had rode roughshod 
over all opposition in the league stages 
of cricket's premier tournament but 
were headed home because they 
ccjmmitted the blunder of losing their- 
lirst match in the competition. 
Unfortunately, it w'as the one match 
which mattered and that was the 
reason lor them appearing so 
unhappy. 

But then haven't we been 
reminded so often that cricket is a 
game ol uncertainties. And this World 
Cup only went lurther in proving how 
uncertain and c'veii cruel this 
gentleman's game can be tn iact, the 
happenings ol the 1996 World Cup 
would prompt the lollowing mono for 
limited overs cricket. ' The only 
thing certain about one day crickc ■. 
It's uncertainty'. Even it we wen todo 
a team by team performance lot the 
tournament we would find dial 
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Brian Lara shows his ciass.Sadly the best 
batsman in the world could not help his 
team's cause in the World Cup 

almost every one of them had a lair 
share ol twisted late. 

The Australians,who are now 
runners-up in the world's premier 
cricket tournament have proved that 
consistency and prolcssionalism is 
nothin)’ unless aided hy hits ol )>ood 
luck.In tact, they shouldn't have been 
in Lahore for the hnal m the hist place 
and should have been boaidiii)’ their 
Cathay Pacilic lliyht horn Delhi 
straisht alter the Chandijjaih semi 
final, liven captain Mark Taylor 
admittc'd that he had written his team 
off as a "goner" when Itiian Lara ))iit 
the maroon shirts in an aiinost 
unassailable position while c basing 
the incdioi re Aiistialian total ol 21)7. 
Bill the lest ol the West Indian batting 
line up vvi.uld have done a kaniika/e 
pilot irroud ri dticing their post Lara 
scoieiaul to a seven digit (ilione 
iniinbei. 

Alter that rulkiiloiissui tender to 
Auslialia M’ the semi Imals, Kitehie 
Ricliatdson slioiildn'i have resigned 
but should have liiieil up his team and 
shot them helote |)utiiiig the gun to 
his own head. He ma\' have been 
templed into doing that when Kenya 
shook the pillars ol West Indian 
>. r'l ki‘l and wav ol hie In almost 
putniig the lormerthani))ionsoul ol 
tlieconifieliiion m the preliminary 
stage iisell Foriunately b.owevei lor 
the West Indies there woii'l be too 
many anniversariesol that 
humiliaiioii smi e it look (ilaee on 


February 29th (leap year!). But even a 
once-in-lour-ycar-reinirider would 
be too much for the proud West 
Indian cricket Ian to tope with. 

II tliis World Cup has ended one era 
in West Indian crickei then it lias also 
shown that their decline has well and 
truly set in—and with a vengeance. If 
Michael Holding walked out from a 
partv in disgrace alter the Kenya 
defeat, then he ought to have taken 
the sjiace shuttle to the moon alter the 
semi final loss. 

II lelt up lo the Indian public, the 
lormer last bowler known as 
"Whispering Death" would fiave had 
the entile Indian eiickei team as his 
fellow i>asserigers on that space trip 
But jierhaps the moon would be too 
nice and sufilime a [ilace to send 
A/haruddin and his team, neither 
would one suggest the gallows lor 
ihem as has been suggested by some 
Maybe 40 days as penance in the Ciobi 
deseit ought lo serve as the correct 
remedy lor tailing prey to the 
temptation of winning the lossand 
getting I arried away with ihe 
opposition’s weaknesses lather ifian 
their own strengths The Indians, alter 
a loller loaslet |u'iloimante m the 
early games, seemed to be i oming into 
their St ride when they hit a wall 
known as Sii Lanka Needless to add, 
that they never kiu w what hit ilieiii 
lor they seemed to be m a da/e even 
against the iiart time spin ol Aiaviiida 
II'Silv a and Sanaih .lavasiiriyj 
Pei haps A/haiiiddin ami his team had 
onlv coiueniiaied on the two Sii 
Lankan openers while doing iheii 






homo work holore ihegomo. And 
wlien Jayasiiriya and Kaliiwilharana 
loll III ilio lirst four balls, tho Indian 
loam alioady had thoir minds and 
hoaiism Dollii airport's duly Iroc 
shops on ihoir way to Pakistan lor tho 
liiial 

li was ooiirafteoiis ol Azhar to tako 
the hlarno lor tho toss yjool- up but one 
woiulois whoro tho oihci porson 
rosjionsihlo lor tho dotision, mananer 
Ajii Wadokai, was alter tho match? He 
was nowhere to be seen and it was 
manayter deslytuate Sandeop Patil who 
actompamed the humiliated and well 
beaten team to the post match 
leremony. Perhaps Wadekar was 
sentimental that his reign had come to 
siK h a iragK end and preferred to shed 
his tears in the privacy of the dressing 
room, Ol perhaps he was ol the 
(onvenient view that Patil's tenure 
began as soon as (ilive Lloyd awaided 
the match to the Sri Lankans. 

The question being asked is should 
the lapiam lollow in the footsteps ol 
the manager and be relieved ol his 
duties •’Perhaiisthat would be as great 
an ovorreaction as that displayed by 
the l.den fiardens crowd on that 
eventual evening. The simple reason 
IS that one match shouldn't make or 
break a laptain )ust as one bad innings 
shouldn't dei ide the fate ol a 
cm ketei's career. 11 A/.liar was indeed 
esei a good ia|>iam as opposed to a 
huky one then the Calcutta loss 
doesn I make him a bad captain 
overnight What is to be decided once 
.md loi all IS wheiher A/hai is a good 
leadei ora bad one He has been in 



charge for six years now, so opinions 
ought to have been formed by now. 

Obviously, the repercussions of the 
World Cup fiasco will be felt when 
India is to select its teams lor the 
Singapore Singet series and Sharjah 
tournaments in April but the selectors 
must resist the temptation ol getting 
earned away. 

Perhaps they will feel that Manoj 
Prabhakar's yeoman service to ihe 
cause of Indian cricket is not needed 
luriher. Perhaps they will leel that it is 
much too early to add to Tendulkar's 
hatting burdens by awarding him the 
captaincy. Perhaps they may leel that 
a few of the players who have been on 
Ihe periphery of selection ought to be 
given a chance now that theie is 
nothing more to lose. Perhaps they 
may decide that India betiergive up 
this hackneyed policy of using an cdl 
spinner m the team —no matter what 
his cpiality—because of the presence 
ol lelt handers in the opposition ranks. 
Perhaps they will not have a mind 
block m liniire m selecting two leg 
spinners if they happen to be the besi 
spinners m the country. The decisions 
: that are to be made are endless. But 
I Indian cricket ought noi to 
procrastinate on finding solutions for 
this World Cup has shown that if they 
do then they will be lelt far behind by 
the rest ol the cricket world. 

Lngland have iound this out to then 
total dismay and utter shock. The 
mothei country has been leduced to a 
surrogate kind with their learn lading 
to beat a single Test playing nation in 
this World Cup and also lading, lor the 


Yhe 

a®* 


first time, to reach the semi final stage 
of a World Cup. 

Littered with biisand pieces 
cricketers, Michael Atherton's team 
even weni clown to a club level 
Karachi selection during their stay in 
the sub continent. But then you 
couldn't expect anything better from 
the Englishman after all the weather 
was humid and hot, the practice 
lacilities below par, the hotels all 
inlestc'd with rats, the prawns all bad 
lor the stomach and the people all 
buffoons. The only thing that's wasn't 
bad was their cricket. It was putrid. 

The sooner English cricket gets i id 
of its snobbishness and superiority 
complex the better lor them They 
ought to realise that the only thing 
that is sujierior is their egos not their 
cricket. Michael Atherton's bunch ol 
grumpymen (some ol who last smiled 
when their mother's tickled their toes 
as babies) were by fai the most 
disliked team of the competition both 
lor their cric ket and their aliitiide. The 
English cricket establishment ought to 
gel their noses out ol their gin and 
Ionics and note that unless they do 
something drastic real soon, English 
cricket will be washed away m the 
Thames 

In coiistrasi the most liked team in 
the toiii))etilion were the South 
Alric.ius Hansie (iron)e's team pioveci 
that you don't have to be snobbish lo 
be prolessionni on the held. They lu ■ 
have been ctiticised lor lacking fl. s 
bill they wereellectiveneveri',' icss. 
Perhaps what they missed v. - an 
indic'idtial with a genius o' -.ly 


missing 


him 





Ttw dabata ragas on:did Pakistan losa dua to 
crickating raatons.Or did tha alemants 
conspire against them? 

Tendulkar or Lara to make their good 
team a great one. It is ironic that in 
modern cricket a team is criticised for 
playing as a combined effective unit. 
Perliaps it is the age of over 
dependence on individuals and S>outh 
Alrua didn't have any one in that 
category. Also ironic was the fact that 
liaving been the best tactical side in 
the tournament (thanks to their lap 
top carrying manager, Bob Woolmer) 
they aaually bowed out because of a 
tactical error. The gamble to drop Allan 
Donald, one of the best fast bowlers in | 
the world, and take two spinners to 
exploit ilie apparent West Indian 
weakness against sjtin, backfired. 

To add insult to injury, it were the 
West Indian slow bowlers (one can 
hardly referio them as spinnersi who 
ii-iallv destroyed the South Alrican 
batting in their quartet final at Kaiachi. 

Soutii Alrica'sloss would probably 
rank as the second biggest upset of the 
tournament and it ensured that all the 
semi liiialists came from Ciroup A with 
none ot (he Group K teams qualilymg 
ioi the last lour stage. In lait, the other 
mteresimg point was all the lour semi 
linalistsin the IV92 World Ciipiailed 
to make it to that stage in the I'Wti 
edition with Pakistan. Fngland. Soulii 
Alrita and Netv Zealand all clashing 
out in the qiiarters 

t'oi thedelendmgchampions, 
being eliminated early in the 
competition wasn't such a gieat blow 
as losing to India It was iiicomeivable 


to a [leojile who hate India with the 
same kind ol jiassioii as they love their 
team to win that there loiild be a 
piireh irKketiiig reason loi their 
team's(ieteat They loiilil not 
toni[irehend that then team had lost 
not because id betting, not because ol 
the anil Islamic television 
Iirograniiiies, not because their world 
iu[i song missed out on the woid 
Inshaallah. not because Alfam wears 
a earring, not because laved 
Miandad's lamtiy may be MUM 
sympathisers, not because Imran 


Khan is a RAW agent who iixed the 
match or any other gibberish, but 
simply because they were outplayed 
on that given day by the opjiosition, 
just as India were by Sri Lanka in 
Calcutta. 

The Pakistani batting having done 
so splendidly in the tournament that 
many ol their players hadn't touched 
a bat till that Bangalore match, 
perhaps got a bit arrogant about itieir 
capabilities. Aamir Soliail's exchange 
wiili Venkatesh Prasad was piool ol 
the over tonlidence that had crept 


gloves will 

stumpodJ’ 


Kambli 







inio their batting line tip. It was a 
eonlidfiue that had even grown 
ainottg the people ol Pakisian jtrioi to 
the World Cup and whieh also made 
Its presenee felt among the Indian Ians 
alter the Bangalore game. When 
expectations are high, then the fall is 
always greater and more tragic, And 
that's why a team like New Zealand 
went back hotne alter losing to 
Australia deleaied yes, but not 
disgraced They had not been 
expected to make their presence 
lelt in the tournameiii but had yet 
done so with a creditable win over 
I'.ngland and a brave effort of 287 runs 
in their game against Australia. I.ee 
riermon's learn proved how effective 
it is to play wiihjn your limitations 


with the captain having to rely on too 
many pari time bowlers. 

Talking about part timers, no 
summary of the 1996 World Cup will 
be complete with out mention of the 
three non Test playing participants II 
Holland and Kenya (and for that 
matter Zimbabwe too) provided an 
example ol how tar determination 
and spirit can go in a cricket game 
then, the UAE team conlirined the ill 
eflerts of dissenssion and 
controversy on perlormance. It was 
sad to see that UAl- cricket had in fact 
taken a step backwards after they won 
the IC(; Trophy last year. In contrast 
both Holland and Kenya seem to have 
made great strides forward and no 
doubt this exposure will do them 


Th« South Africans wsra the most talontsd 
unit in the toumsmsnt and yettbsy lost due to 
a single tactical error. 

g(H)d. Whether it was worth 
sacrificing the format of the 
tournament just to accommodate 
these teams, well that's a separate 
issue and perhaps Kenya's viaory 
over the West Indies would go a long 
way in answering that question. 

And if one is to really take up the 
cause of the future inclusion of more 
than one non Test playing 
competition, then all one has to do is 
point out to the example of Sri Lanka. 

When asked what is behind this 
transformation of Sri Lankan cricket, 
Ranatunga points out to the fact that 
his team have been playing together 
lor a long time now and that they 
were enjoying playing their game. 
That enjoyment was a result ol 
suctesslul tours of New Zealand, 
Pakistan, Sharjah and then Australia. 
And that success in turn was a result ol 
a lot ol hard work and planning which 
included a rigorous fitness routine 
which transformed an overweight 
and seemingly out ol shape side into 
the best lighting unit in the world. 
Behind Sri Lanka's success is Arjuna 
Ranatunga's aggressive captaincy 
coach DaveWliatmore'slitness 
regime and the cricketing brain of 
Duleep Mendis. By the end of the 
W'orlcl Cup people were of the viens 
that if the Sri Lankan army were ■ 
ellicient as their cricket team i' .e 

The Indian team were transformr r, uvernighl 
from heroes to zeroes. Pressure 
Overconfidence? No.thal's cricket 
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woultl have nol been a Tamil Tiget 
ptohleni in the island any longer. 

I-oreed to play two maiehes iti their 
|iieliintnarv stages, Sri Lanka's initial 
siutess 111 the loiirnameni was 
aettially seen as a lluke. It were as il 
peojile were wailing lor the biihlile to 
Iniist It did, light in the laces of the 
ciirkeiing world when they got upon 
the morningol March IKlhiobelold 
iliai llieiinv island nation were now 


kings ol world cricket. They had 
proved how ellective players can be 
when they play to a plan and within 
thnr limitations in limited overs 
cricket. As losing captain Mark Taylor 
|mi It alter the linal, "they are 
obviously playing to a plan one which 
involves at lacking batting and 
defensive bowling. They never 
bowled too many sides out m this 
Will Id (7iiii and they probably won’t 


They cama.thay played,thay antertainad. The 
Kanyans played to their potential and aa a 
bonus even beat the mighty West Indies 

in future, but they are able to restrict 
sides from making totals which they 
are capable of chasing and that's the 
secret to their success."And Taylor 
should know for the Lankans 
managed to restrict the world's most 
organised batting line up to a mere 
241 runs in the final when it looked as 
if the Australians would end up with 
around 300 on the board. 

Sri Lanka's win is good not only lor 
cricket in that nation but also lor the 
sub continent itself. It means that 
apart from the West Indies and 
Australia the rest of the world 
champions down the years have ail 
come from the sub cotitinent. No 
wonder PILCOM were proud to 
announce a special gilt of $ 100,000 to 
the Sri I ankan team after theit seven 
wicket humiliation ol the Aiissies at 
Lahore's Gadalli Stadium. 

And what does one say about the 
Aiissies ? That they ate pet haps the 
most organised and consistent ciicket 
team in the world whi> were beaten by 
a team m lorm and who pist played 
better on that day Without taking any 
ciedit away Irom the I ankans, it must 
be said that the Australians faltered on 
the day it maitered After showing 
that they were best team m the 
iniirnament, especially with their 
hard louglit w'iiis over New /.ealaiie' 
and West Inches in the knockout 
stage, they seemed to make th.:. 
entire cjuota of mistakes on i'.at one 
evening under the lights ,ii Ciadaili. 



^^Bad luck 






chtiiiipions ot irickei and we hope you 
relish it for tfie next lour years as 
indeed lor the rest ol your cricketing 
histor> 


buddy5 
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their jobs in a totally professional 
manner. Their focus was entirely on 
cricket, and each win of theirs was 
accompanied by the minimum of fuss. 
Compared to the established teams, 
the Sri LaiiKans received the 
minimum of media hype, and it was a 
situation that suited them fine. Being 
away Irom the glare of the media 
meant that there was no extra 
pressure on them. 

The Sri Lankans came into this 
edition of the World Cup to prove a 
I)oint or two. They wanted to prove 
witli their cricket that the political 
strife that existed in their country was 
no different from the political tension 
that existed anywhere in the world. 
They set out as ambassadors ol their 
country, wanting to make the world 
realise that the Australian and the 
West Indies jnilling out from their Sri 
Lanka matches, had been a slight to 
the common Sri Lankan. And it was 
lor thecomnion Sri Lankan that the 
(.ticketers spilled their gut*' on the 
Held. They also wanted to put to rest 
the lontroversies that dogged them 
during then lour to Australia. They 
had to shi'w the world that in spite ol 
the allegations that were labelled 
against them, ihe> were still united as 
a learn, and prove that each of them 
would stand hv each other, and come 
out trumps. 

It was tins learn spirit that sacs 
Ranatiinga and his team elimmaii’ 
one opponent after another, m 
comniendahly tool, calculau . 
manner. They nevei linden .umated 
the opposition—howesei weak they 
seemed on (taper. Thee had their 
strategies worked oni ro (terfeciion, 
and even when eservihmg seemed 
lost, they managed 'opull oil the 
im|)ossil)le. And that is what the Sri 
Lankan team will hencelorih be 
immottalised lor—lot (trovingthat 
cru ket remains a game ol glorious 
imcertainties and, most of all, for 
proving (oiiclusively that it still is a 
gentleman's game. 

One gentleman, in the present Sri 
Lankan squad who epitomises all the 
virtues that his team stands for is 
Pinnadiiwage Aravinda D'Silva, who 
at ^2 IS one of his country's most 









seasoned and talented campaigners. A very next encounter against Kenya, Even Richie Benaud, who normally 
soft-spoken, mature cricketer, D'Silva he battered the Kenyan attack scoring reserves his praise, wondered at this 
has always been a pillar on which his 145 runs. Ke then took revenge prodigy during his county stint, and 

team could lean on in times ol trouble, against the Indians in the semi-final, said, "He is one of the finest batsmen 

Not many captains had briefed their scoring 66 off 47 balls, with 14 of the decade." When D'Silva joined 

bowlers on how to bowl to D'Silva, boundaries. Once again, it was D'Silva Kent, as the first Sri I,ankan to play 

because everyone was concentrating who came to his team's rescue, when county cricket, the club members 

on t ontrolling the rampaging the chips were down, a job he has were not too taken up with his 

Kaluwitharne and Jayasuriya. This become proficient in over the years. credentials. And when he left, Daryl 

was precisely the foil that D'Silva was Baptised into international cricket Foster, the Kent coach summed up his 

ktoking for, and it suited him at the holiest of cricketing shrines, the county's feeling towards their expat 

perlecily. Unannounced, he strode Lords, when he was 18 years old, teammate, "Aravinda has been a 

into each match, amassed a D'Silva or 'Ari' as he is known in the superb ambassador for Sri Lankan 

reasonable score to his name, and English county circuit, has not looked cricket, and not only is he a fine 

then exited gracefully. back since then. One of the most player, he is also a fine gentleman. I 

Playing m live matches, till the final, aggressive stroke-players in was absolutely ama/cd at htm well he 

he scored 341 runs, with an incredible contemporary cricket, D'Silva has 
average of 68.2 per cent. Only in the always believed in carrying the battle 

league match against India, did he to the enemy camp, and never gave up p-silva it the tituetion men end be likes Hthet 
have a dismal score of eight, but in the tillthelastballofthcgamewasbowled. way 




You never know 









liiU’ii 111." 

Atitipiiiii; lo i ircumsianccs has 
always hccn ihf hallmark ol D'Silva 
aiul lhai Is ilu- uMsitn why his captain, 
his tmnuiyitiiMi ainl his teammates 
rally liii him li >) t pist before the 
Austral-Asia Liip m Shaiiah, Arjuua 
Ranatunga and Inc seleiiois lesiiined, 
when D'Silva was nui selected on 
grounds ol not passing a medical test. 
The captain and the seleciois knew 
the importance ol fiaving D'SiUa m 
the team, fie was an asset that ilu-\ 
could not do without. 

Even today, Aravinda D'Silva 
remains one oi the mainstays ol Sri 
Lankan cricket. Ranatunga and his 
18 


deputy D'Silva who had planned lo 
retire alter this World t.up have been 
persuaded by iheii Boaid to stay on 
tot a little longer The Sri Lankan 
Crickc't Board President. Ana 
Piinchiliewa alter the semi final 
s.ud,''Wc' managed to dissuade them, 
and made tliem realise tliat they 
sliould coniinue playing. We were 
really worried. They have been 
leading the team lor a long time and 
there is no doubt that they still have a 
lot ol cricket left in them.' 

The Sri Lankan Board's next 
mission is to make their country the 
best cricket playing nation in the 
world by the year 2000, and with 


The Sri Lankan vice-captain, (pictured right!, is 
always in the thick of action 

players like Rananmga and D'Silva at 
the helm, they should be able to 
realise I heir di earn. 

D'Silva who owns a trading firm in 
Colombo w'as once asked as to what 
he would do alter ietircmcnl,''Aftcr 1 
retire, it 's going to be imports, exports 
and handling cheque books." ft seems 
like it will be quite some time before 
I /Silva sets out to open the new 
innings ol a businessman. 

And that certainly is good news for 
world cricket..and Sri Lanka. 











they struggle to make the last stage of 
a World Cup? 

There is a one word answer to all 
these questions and that is 'system.' 
System, as in infrastruaurc, as in 


planning and foresight; as in 
academies. This last word is the 
backbone of any modern sporting 
power. With television, sponsorship, 
etc, making an entry, sport today is big 


The success of the Auslrelisn team in recent 
times has been largely due to the talent 
unearthed in Rod Marsh's (below left) Cricket 
Academy in Adelaide 
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ShaiM Warm had to do quite s bit of 

K anoaaion to gat into the Acadomy but once in, 
a bloaaonwd to becooM, at praaant a wortd 
clasa spinner 

business and is considered by many 
countries to be one of the leading 
industries of this age. As a result of 
this, many countries are investing 
heavily in this booming business with 
sports like golf, tennis, football and 
athletics, going big time. India's own 
MRF Pace Academy is also a small 
example, producing fast bowlers in a 
country known previously for its 
spinners. 

The Australians are the first country 
to pul cricket into the' big' bracket by 
channeling in large amounts of 
money into highly progressive 
methods, which ultimately help reach 
a stage of perfection unprecedented in 
ifie history ol cricket. 

No wonder the rest of the cricketing 
world is talking about Australia's 
Cricket Academy based in Adelaide 
and run by Rod Marsh, which is the 
centre of cricket development Down 
Under. The Academy came into the 
limelight lately especially after 
Australia's defeat ol Hnglaiui in the 
Ashes last year, followed by series 
victories over the West Indies (in West 
Indies), Pakistan, and Sri Lanka. This 
backed up by an enviable one-day 
record has prompted others to ask: 
what are they doing that we aren't? 
what do they have that we don't? 

The West Indians asked these 
questions after losing to Kenya. 
England have been asking the 
questions for some time and 
continues to do as theii team struggles 
to beat Test-playing nations in the 
World Cup. 

And again, the answer is in one 
word: The Academy. 

For eight months every year, 
culminating in an Australia-wide 
tour, fifteen young, hand-picked 
'students' have their games assessed 
and improved at the Adelaide 
Academy. During these eight months, 
the students practise at the 
picturesque Adelaide cricket ground. 


GImn McGrath is alto one of the finds from the 
Crickat Acadomy 

famous for its cathedral in the 
background and the fact that it was 
Donald Bradman's home ground. 


And like any other academy or 
boarding school, they live together, 
housed in dormitories, playing, eating 
and breathing cricket. 

The Academy is itself a 20-minute 
drive from The Adeliade Oval by the 





Michael Slater, although not in the team, 
ahould bounce back after this World Cup is over 


sea. 111 a buildinv! which was at one 
time built as a hotel but has since been 
taken over by the Australian Sports 
Board. The premises include a 
gymnasium, where the players work 
out and a video room where they 
study replays ol their own game. 

But as Rod Marsh, the head coach ol 
the academy likes to jiotni oitt, his 
set-up doesn't merely look alter the 
cricketing skills ol the players but also 
aims to produce better human beitigs. 
They are also taught not only to 
toughen up their own mental process, 
but also to put pressure on their 
opponents. 

' We introduced them to dillerent 
habits, rather than different 
met hods, "says Old Iron Gloves who 
was forced to change that animated 
personality he was so lamous lor, 
during his playing days, so as to have 
good mtiuence on his wards. "Lath 
player is treated as an individual and 
his strength and weaknesses arc- 
assessed and dealt with individually. 
What has to be addressed is dotie," 
says Marsh 

Besides Marsh, there are 28 other 
stall members of the Academy 
including some ol the best cricket 
coaches who act as satellite coaches. 
Besides this, many former Australian 
Test cricketers including Dennis 
Lillee, Ian Chappell, John Inverarity. 
Ashley Mallet and Terry Jenner 
regularly assist Marsh and his 
highly-skilled back-up team. Marsh 
says, "It makes common sense to 
introduce as man> institute scholars 
to as many ol the big names. The thing 
about coaching is that it is impossible 
lor one person to be able to see 
everything, know everything and 
kec)! an eye on everything." 

Old mates are all willing to come 
along and they enjoy mixing with the 
boarders. "From my ]>oim ol view, it's 
great to see them all again. The moie 1 
can expose the youngsters to these 
guys, who were veiy good players and 
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good coaclies as well, the better. They litst-classand international cricket, 
are getting to see these people and rub tnind you, the academy or the 

shoulders with them. It could be that Australian Institute ol Cricket (as it is 
one siorv, that one example, which known) is mainly at the head 

could be the turning-point lor these ‘>y‘>ifiii which has its grassioots 

voutigsters. Yoti never kttow what w^a>' dowti at the school level. The 
triggers success," Marsh explains, academy is |ust Australian cricket's 

Ol course, success is a word that the finishing school', the ultimate aim for 
academy has almost taken as its ‘TIv Australian youngster wanting to 

motto, because ol the do/.ens of n l'''S in ihs' cricket world, 

scholars' who have graduated into Once the players complete the eight 













Young and talented Ricky Ponting is now 
settling in, for a distinguished international 
career for Australia 

momhs at iln* academy, they 
undertake a hectic lour ol the country 
where they get the opportunity to 
play on first-class grounds and pitclies 
against very strong opposition, wtiich 
.Marsh reckons is •'the best of cricket. 
Tliey may play eiglit lour-day games 
in a row. It's very hard to gam tliai 
kind ol exposure to the game again 
Even in a first-class season, you don't 
play that many games m such a 
concentrated time," explains Marsh. 

Their education over, scholars are 
encouraged tc» go out into the world 
and put into practise what they have 
learned at the academy. And so far, 
many of them haven't done too badly. 
Shane Warne, Glenn McGratli, Ricky 
Ponting (both '93 graduates), Greg 
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Ulewetl, Michael Slater, Brendon 
Julien, Damien Martyn, .Justin hanger 
are some of the graduates ol the iiighly 
successful academy 

Perhajrs Shane Warne's story is an 
ajrt example to use to empliasise what 
the academy teaches the students. 
When Warne first applied to enter the 
acatlemy, he was turned down 
because he was over-weight (too 
much beer and too little exercise) and 
fie wasn't found to he committed 
enough. Einally Warne approached 
Marsh himsell and was told tliat his 
admission would be on the assurance 
that cricket and only cricket would be 
his priority. Marsh told Warne that 
sacrifices were to be made if anybody 
wanted to make it big in cricket, but 
was Warne ready to make those 
sacrifices? 

Warne made a commitment that he 
was. The academy worked on the 


young man wlio was thought tofu too 
prone to temptations and loo 
laid-back to make it to the top. Today, 
apart from being the finest leg-.spinner 
in tile world, Warne is a lough 
competitor and a commuted cricketer. 

So successful is tin- academy that 
most former Australian cricketers will 
tell you that it may eventually 
produce two teams ol ecjual calibre to 
represent Australia. One example 
came during the '94-05 season Down 
Under when the Australia 'A' team 
pipped the England first eleven and 
Zimbabwe to meet the Australian 
team in the finals ol the Benson b 
Hedges four-nation series. 

In fact, there is a danger that in 
tuture whoever is not a graduate of 
the Adelaide Academy might be 
considered to be an outsider, a sort of 
outcast' who docs not merit selection 
to the Australian team. • 
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DUTCH TREAT! 



ebutants 
Holland have found this 
World Cup an 
educational experience 


BYINDRANILMAJUMDAR 

HEY came to India with a 
purpose. The experience, 
j)rovcd to he unique for 
reasons other than cricket. 
The experience of playing on turf 
wickets and ca|)acity crowds in the 
sub-continent was something the 


Dutchmen were never used to. The 
fact that they 'shared tfie magic' was a 
major cause of celebration for a 
country better known for its tulips, 
dykes, hockey and soccer...and free 
sex. 

Flavian Aponao, Sr! Lankan-bom immigrant, 
was a picture of great promise aided by 
defiance in times of crisis 





The Inlcrnationa) Cricket Council 
(ICC) Trophy qualifying route has not 
always been lucky for Holland who 
lost twice to Zimbabwe but managed 
to scrape through in the meet in 
Kenya in 1994, thanks to three places 
being earmarked lor the Test playing 
nations' lesser cousins in the sixth 
edition. The ICC therelore.cannot be 
blamed for its endeavour to 
popularise and spread the game 
globally. 

Not enough exposure to turf 
wickets could be the raison de 
etre foi Holland's poor fortunes 
in the Wills World Cup. Used to 
getting sufficient lift and bounce from 
the artificial matting wickets back 
home, the I Hitch cricketers found tlte 
goitigtotigh m tlic sub-continent. 

As lai as their records go in the Wills 
World (nip,Kenya and Holland have 
amply illustrated their competem e as 
against that ol the IJAF, the ICC 
iroiihy ctiampions. The Diitc htneti did 
not jnill off any upsets like Kenya but 
their only blemish was an insulting 
loss to the Fmirates.Bui, the resilience 
they showed when chasing a huge 
Imgland total in Peshawar ex posed 
the potential and the grit m their 
ranks. 

It tttight take a while lor them to 
come to teims with the nitiy-gritties 
of cricket at the highest levels, but 
considering their placement on the 
ladder ol merit,the only way they can 
go is up If Kenya is tlie team lor the 
future, Holland, no doubt, comes 
close. 

Nolan Clarke,at 47, the daddy of 
'em all in the competition, came with 
a Barbadian reputation, but the 
tournament was a series ol unending 
disasters for him. Coached by Sir 
Fverton Weekes and Sir Garlield 
Sobers, Clarke may have nursed an 
ambition ol playing 'aggressive' 
cricket in the first 15 overs, but the 
conditions proved to be his downfall. 

Klaas .Ian Van Noortwjik, Sri 
Lankan born and one-time cricket 
rebel Flavian Aponso and 3. 
Zuiderant painted pictures of great 










Weil. Holland had its tupporters, as it was 
evident from this banner which was hung up 
during the match agninst New Zealand at 
Baroda 

promise coupled with defiance in 
times of crisis. They did have their 
moments and their powerfui driving 
in iront of the wicket and picking up 
balls on the rise pul their more fancied 
opponents on the backfoot. 

The bowling (but naturally) seemed 
to lack in penetration and variation 
and the lack of quality spinners, given 
the sub-continent's conditions, did 
prove to upset their balance sheet 
further. The likes of Roland Lefebvre 
and Paul Jan Bakker are the typical 
medium-pacers who use the seam, 
aim straight and hit short of a good 
length. These are trades learnt from 
the County system. 



Roland Lofubvro is a madium pacar who uses the seam, to bowl a little short of a good length i Lefebvre's importance to Holland is 



immense as was evident in the team's 
pedestrian nature during the 
medium-pacer's absence in the match 
versus South Africa. 

If the true bowling and batting 
potential have often deserted the 
Dutch in times of stress, their fielding 
has often stood out among the best in 
this World Cup. Enthusiastic and 
athletic in their approach they served 
up exciting visions of athleticism and 
agility in their opening encounter 
against New Zealand at the plush IPCL 
grounds in Baroda. This trend was 
maintained in their later games and 
that did help them prove a point. 

As Kenyan skipper Maurice 
Odumbe pointed out in Pune, "it is the 
lack of exposure that has hindered the 
lesser nations' progress." Therefore, 
invitations to premier one-day 
tournaments could help their cause. 

The Dutchmen would have surely 
loved to go back with at least a win, 
which would have done them a world 
of good. David Trist, their coach struck 
the right note, "....The time is now for 
Dutch cricket to expand — a window 
of opportunity is presenting itself." 
True.and when they fulfil their 
potential,the rest of the world will be 
wanting and waiting, to get a closer 
look 






F you had participated in the 
contest to choose the Dream 

j Team of the Wills Wt)rld Cup, 

. H chances are that you selected 
Sachin Tendulkar and Mark Waugh to 
open your batting. Both these 
geniuses, promoted to open the 
innings for India and Australia 
respectively, rate as two ol the most 
talented batsmen presently on planet 
earth. You wouldn't have thought 
that a relatively unknown left-hander 
from South Africa would be vying for 
an opening slot in the Dream Team 
and even running both Tendulkar and 
Waugh close. Yet Gary Kirsten's 
performances right through this 
World Cup were right up there; top of 
the class. 

His total of 388 runs before the 
quarter-finals in the tournament was 
achieved thanks to a remarkable 
string of scores (188 versus UAE, 38 
run against England, 44 against 
Pakistan, 35 versus New Zealand, and 
83 against Holland). You may dismiss 
his innings of 188, which is now the 
highest individual innings in World 
Cups, as making the most of an 
opportunity ol making a meal out of a 
second grade bowling attack. But as 
Sunil Gavaskar pointed out, it was no 
fault of Kirsten's that the UAE were 
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invited to play in the World Cup. 
Kirsten himself was rather humble 
about his feat of breaking the 181 run 
record set by Vivian Richards in the 
1987 World Cup against Sri Lanka at 
Karachi. "Perhaps Viv would have 
blasted 389 against this attack on this 
pitch," the 27-year-old leit-hander 
said in all humility. 

When Kirsten was on 170 during 
that innings he was told by his partner 
Daryll Ctillinan that he may be 
nearing a one-day record. Umpire 
Ramaswamy wrongly informed him 
that 184 was the best in the World 
Cup. He kept his sights on that and 

CAT RICK HAC-AR 


surpassed it with 1 3 fours and four 
sixes, ignorant ol the fact that had he 
gone past 189 he would have also 
beaten Richards' all-lime one-day 
record. 

"No 1 wasn't perturbed about it 
because Viv has been a much greater 
player and he must have batted in a tar 
more devastating fashion than I did. 
But I've got the World Cup record and 
in the context of the World Cup and 
my leatn that was important because 
it set us oil to a confident start, " says 
Kirsten when looking back, at that 
innings. 

.lust as his elder half-brother Peter 


was instrumental in .South Africa's 
rather successful campaign in the 
1992 World Cup, the Cape 
Town-born Gary played a major role 
in South Africa's remarkable 
pcriormance in the 1992 tournament. 
South Alrica has had many a famous 
cricketing family and Gary has 
ensured that the Kirsten;, be listed 
alongside them. Most iamous ol all 
these were the Pollocks.Graeme (a 
hard-hitting left-handed bat.sman) 

Airborne Gary Kirsten regains ground but only 
after Steven Rhodes has completed a stumping 
off Graeme Hick 
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Kirsten who scored his maiden Test century in 
the first innings against England goes cheaply 
in the second 

atul his hrolhcr Peter, a fast bowler of 
great merit who is now the cliief ol 
selectors and his son Shaun is a 
frontline bowler in both Test and 
one-dayers lor South Africa. 

Apart from Peter, Gary was brought 
up under the influence ol a cricketing 
and ail-round sporting lainily, which 
is why he has extraordinary siteed and 
reflexes as a fielder. Brother Peter 
Kirsten's feats on the field were good 
enough to influence .Jonty Rhodes to 
take his own fielding seriously. In faa, 
Rhodes still considers his fielding guru 
to be Peter Kirsten, who despite his 
age and balding forehead shocked 
quite a few batsmen in the last World 
Cup. Gary's other brother Andy is a 
rugby player and Paul plays alongside 
Gary as a wicketkeeper-batsman for 
Western Province. 


Like so many white boys in South 
Afrua, Gary's first love was rugby 
though he began playing cricket in 
school. His batting talents took him to 
the Lancashire league in hngland and 
later a coaching stint in Holland 
provided the experient e necessary to 
make it into the big times. 

His first big break came while South 
Africa were touring Australia in 
199i-94 and Brian McMillati was 
ruled out of the tour with an injury. 
Gary was flown across and he made 
both his Test and one-day debuts on 
that tour. Since then he has played tn 
20 Tests with a batting average a shade 
over 38. He scaled his place in the side 
with a century at the Wandc. ers in 
.Johannesburg against Englartd in the 
recent series. It was incidentally his 
ihirti successive ton since he had 
scored two centuries iit his two 
previous innings of South Africa's 
domestic tournament, the Castle Cup. 


Prior to the start of the World Cup, he 
had played in 35 one-day 
internationals scoring 1,143 runs at 
an average of 35.71. 

During the World Cup, not only did 
he improve on his previous highest 
score of 116 versus England at 
Pretoria in the scries in which England 
lost the one- dayers 1-6, but he hasn't 
done his batting average any harm 
neither, especially with that unbeaten 
188. 

When he is not playing cricket, 
Kirsten focuses fiis attention on his 
sports equiimient business in the 
midst of his other hobbies which 
include listening to music, watching 
rugby and tennis, playing golf (with a 
9 handi cap) and eating Italian food. 

But in spite of his love lor the pastas, 
Kirsten admits he rather be a glutton 
for runs and he sure did prove that 
during this Wot Id Cup. 

Andy O'Brien,Pakistan 
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A NATIONAL 
TREASURE! 



JA VED MIANDAD,the 
former batting genius is 
revered as a national 
hero, despite losing his 
batting skills and 
creating all sorts of 
controversies off the 
field 


FROM ANDY O'BRIEN,PAKISTAN 
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HE cabbie who drove me 
from Karachi's National 
Stadium for an official World 
Cup function at the Pearl 
Continental Hotel, the evening of liie 
Pakistan-England match quite clearly 
didn't know the'C'of cricket, 
because he wasn't aware that a World 
Cup match involving Pakistan liad 
finished a few hours ago right from 
the very place where he had picked 
me up from. 

After one had given him an update, 
his only question was, "That means 
Javed Miandad was also playing?" It 
was a rhetorical question really asked 
in awe, as if Miandad was some 
incarnation of God who had returned 
to earth or some such thing. And then 
he asked in what even I could 
understand as crude Urdu, "And 
where is Javed now?" 

"At the Pearl Continental," 1 said. 

"And are you going to meet him 
there?" He sounded excited. 

"Well, if he is there at the iunction, I 
suppose, yes." I countered. 

“Hunt ko lechaicngc?" (Will you 
lake me along?) he asked. 

1 was shocked by the request and 
obviously couldn't entertain it. But all 
sorts ot trivial questions about .laved 
Miandad iilled the rest ot our journey 
including,"how did Miandad go from 
the stadium to I he hotel," as if he 
would lorsake the team bus for 
this man's taxi! Yet the experience 
only confirmed one's thoughts about 
Miandad's popularity in Pakistan in 

His batting skills havs fadad and it was tha 
bast decision he has made of quitting after the 
World Cup 


MOINUDDIN HAMID 




general and in Karachi in particular. awaited the time when their hero Akram come in to bat at number six 

If Pakistanis are followers of Imran would come out and prove to the indicating that Miandad wasn't even 

Khan, then it is more a reverance than world that he could still bat. They in the playing eleven for that dayl 

anything else. When it comes to Javed chanted'Javed , Javed'atthefallof In the match against England, the 
Miandad, that reverance is replaced every wicket right through the games Pakistani team management had 

by passion. One has seen the fan against the UAE and Holland in which recently sorted out their differences 

following of the likes of Sachin Javed was too far down the order to with the veteran batsman and, in a 

Tendulkar and Kapil Dev; but this get an opportunity to bat. The compromise, sent him in at number 

honestly is something else! changing of the batting order against five, instead of the number six they 

Ever since Javed Miandad was South Africa could not have come at a originally wanted to play him in. 

selected to play in a record .sixth World worst time. The crowd was stunned Now it was time for the real thing. 
Cup, the Pakistani cricket fans into silence when they saw Wasim Miandad walked on to the field to a 
















Schools, employees* children 
and tribal areas form for 
SAIL a constant source of 
sports talent. SAIL catches 
them young. The potential It 
taps here 1s then honed at 
Its well- equipped academies 
and stadia. 

The result Is the large 
number of champions SAIL has 
given the nation. Champions 
who have won India fame and 
glory In the national and 
international arenas. 

Multiplying the opportunity 


to win are the teens and 
events SAIL has been 
sponsoring. Such as the Durand 
Cup. Davis Cup. SAIL JLN 
Champion Colleges Hockey 
Tournament and National 
Throwball Championship, besides 
organising the SAIL Trophy 
Cricket Tournament etc. 

Today, many Arjuna Awardees 
are on SAIL’S rolls. 

Facts that all Indicate 
the seriousness with which 
SAIL Is promoting Indian 
sports. 


CHAMPIONS IN STEEL 
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Mimted: ■ bnriMd tack Md Mng Mt Rf 
circulRtlon lor two ytm did not dampM tha 
onthooiaam of Ibo tom in KarocM 

standing ovation, and was almost 
escorted onto the field by 
back-slapping officials and fans. 
Karachi's favourite son had finally 
returned after a two-year exile to his 
favourite hunting ground where he 
first played international cricket over 
two decades ago. 

From that moment, till the winning 
runs were eventually hit, each and 
every ball that Miandad faced was 
greeted by a crescendo of hand 
clapping and drum (read; seat) 
beating. He failed to score off the first 
five balls he received and when he did 
scramble a run off the sixth, the crowd 
reacted as if it were the winning run. 
When he came off the pitch after 
Pakistan had won, it was as if Pakistan 
had retained the World Cup. He was 
mobbed, handed a national flag and 
immediately given Rs.6 lakhs for his 
unprecedented feat of playing in 
every World Cup since the inception 
of the tournament in 1975. 

You would have thought, judging 
by the scenes, that the veteran had 
scored a century in 25 balls in a World 
Cup final. Aaually, he made a 
horribly mistimed eleven, should 
have been run out for a duck and was 
dropped off a simple caught and 
bowled chance. If that form was the 
only benchmark, Miandad would 
have gone straight back to number six 
—or beyond—for the next game. But 
then this was no mere mortal. This 
was Javed Miandad in actual faa and 
those eleven runs helped Pakistan 
book themselves on a flight to India to 
play their quarterfinal. 

But temporarily at least that was 
forgotten, for, the cricket fan in this 
country seems to be more 
fickle-minded than his/her 
counterpart in India. Blamed a few 
days earlier by some for causing a rift 
in the Pakistan team, by his selfish and 
stubborn behaviour, Miandad, that 
rebel-cum-hustler, was now being 
looked upon as the perfect 
middle-aged subdued hero. 






To you, ifs a small patch of green 
To us, it's the core of our philosophy 

To befriend nature, and letting her prosper 
To plant over a thousand trees everyday 
And keep alive our forests 
Because what we\e inherited 
Is but a gift for our descendants 
And the legacy to a beautiful tomorrow 
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Jw*d Miandad: a cult haro status in Pakistan 

All those stories of him staying 
away late from the team hotel to show 
his dissatisfaoion at being demoted to 
number six in the batting order and of 
arguments between him and the team 
management in the hotel lobby, took 
a backseat. 

Miandad was the hero once again, 
just as he was after he hit that 
historical last ball six off Chetan 
Sharma in Shaijah, ten years ago. 
Only this time, his winning hit against 
England had ensured that Pakistan 


would face the seemingly 
uncomfortable proposition of playing 
their first match, of the knockout 
stage of the Wills World Cup, in 
enemy territory. 

And despite Akram's obvious 
dislike of Miandad's behaviour, the 
captain knew he had a national iegend 







to deal with, and not an ordinary 
player. After rumours of team 
dissension over Miandad's role within 
the team, it would have taken a brave 
captain, perhaps even a reckless man, 
to even suggest that the legend take a 
backseat again. 

Any other player in any oihei team 
would not have got away with the 
things Miandad got away with in this 
World Cup. Boycotting official team 
dinners, not travelling with tlie team, 
insisting he bat at his regular number 
four position, dictating field placings 
to Akram on the field, not turning up 
for net practice, attending functions 
alone held in his honour and 
returning at whatever time he chose 
back to the team hotel. There were 
just a few of the things Miandad did 
during this tournament. But then 
geniuses are no ordinary mortals with 
ordinary attitudes. It is because they 
are different, and that they are 
extraordinarily talented. And one 
must allow for some leeway to 
accommodate the character of 
someone like Javed Miandad. 
Moreover, it is a fact that in Pakistan, 
Miandad is no longer just any 
ordinary genius. He is surely a 
national treasure. • 
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The Gospel 
According To 
Mark 


In the much-hyped 
rivalry between Lara 
and Tendulkar, it was 
MARK WAUGH who 
hogged the 
honours....and runs 


BYARUPCHATTERJEE 


Hh'N Ihf cricketing 
hand wagon came to 
The sub-continent this 
time with the game's 
greatest festival, tiie World Cup, it 
brought along some absorbing 
side-shovvs There was, of course, tiie 
big battle forthe ultimate crown, but it 
was the many battles within that 
battle that were* to lieigliten tJie 
excitement. 

One major showdown during the 
tuonth-long tournament was to be 
the one between Sachin Tendulkar 
and Brian Lara, as the two greatest 

Giftod, taciturn and staady. Mark Waugh, in 
this World Cup, has done all his talking with 
the bat 
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rt'inii'.linj! all and sundry iliai they 
bclier mil lake him fni granted. In 
f<ici. looking back on ihc last couple of 
seasons, one woiuleis if Mark Waugh 
has not done as much as Tendulkar or 
Lara especial^, when ii came lo the 
shorter version of the game 

His 1 30 against the Sri Lankans at 
Perth during I lie World Senes C.up 
this Aussie sumuier showed how 
devastating he could get. He had three 
other fifties in the tournament and 
was hninming withconfidence when 


Mark Waugh in action against India. He likes 
the slow pKches on the sub-continent and 
once he gets going, it's difficult to stop him 

he arrived for the World Cup. 

' I'll bat at any position I'm needed 
but, given the choice, I prefer to open 
the innings,” he had said in 
Visakhapainam, before the Aussies' 
World Cup opener. With Michael 
Slater out of form, he got his chance 
— and grabbed it with both hands. 

The spirited Kenyans had reduced 


the Aussies to 26 for two after eight 
overs, and threatened to take over the 
reins at Vizag. Till Mark Waugh 
wrested the initiative in the company 
of brother Steve. Then, at Bombay 
against the Indians, he played an 
innings that will find its place among 
Aussie cricketing folklore. 

It is as an opener that Mark Waugh 
is at his devastating best - his timing 
and fluent strokeplay turning the first 
15 overs, when the fielding 
restrictions are in effect, into a horror 
show for the opposing team. 

Mark has the sort of unhurried 
grace that comes only lo a 'natural It 
surfaces not only when he is baiting, 
but during every move he makes on a 
cricket field — be it at the key 
backward-point or gully positions, or 
when he is bowling medium-pace or 
off-spin. In fact, his smooth switch to 
spin this season, to make it easy on a 
bad back, is a measure of his 
tremendous natural skills. It is only 
the gifted who can slip into and look 
comfortable in any role that is thrust 
upon them. 

They also know exactly what to do 
in a crunch situation -- or even when 
it comes to a spur-of-the-inomeni 
decision. Tendulkar will vouch for 
that, after the manner in which he 
was shown the door at Bombay's 
Wankhede Stadium in the match 
against Australia. Seeing Tendulkar 
give him the charge, Mark Waugh 
bowled a wide to have him stranded, 
and stumped. The Aussies didn't mind 
the extra run or the extra ball that 
resulted! 

Then, as if to embellish a statement 
he has been making since the World 
Cup started for him at 
Visakhapatnam, he also added Lara's 
wicket under the belt when they met 
the Caribbeans at Jaipur. So much for 
showdowns. 

So what if people were talking 
about the much-awaited rivalry 
between Tendulkar and Lara in this 
edition of the World Cup? So what if 
they didn't talk about Mark Waugh. 
They didn't have to...he's been 
making lengthy statements. 
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SOME MARRIAGES 
ARE MADE IN 
MECHANIC SHEDS. 




We'pe talking klka ekaln ank agpockat. 


Most otten peogle mateb oig chain ana 


new agpockat op new chain ana 


oia sgpocket. Fact Is, a goptectly matchea 


chain ana sgpocket like the DIamena kit Is 


what gives 100% geptopmance. Like 


egtlmum mileage, no pattle, smeothep 


piaes ana longep llle. Fop a secena eglnion 


MfcMKR 



ask the winning ceugle en the left. 


kttep all, thelp mapplage was maae 

In heaven. Ana apiven thpough hell. 

DiAMOMD KIT 

Cbafa A Sppockot 

THE PERFECT MATCH 







DtSMA KALVAN CHOWDHUBY 


batsmen in the world tried to outdo 
each other on the same stage. It hasn't 
quite worked that way, and not the 
least because a stubborn Aussie 
decided to butt in. And, how? 

Mark Waugh's sensational start to 
the Wills World Cup is a tough act to 
emulate. Having missed a match 
because of the Aussie boycott of Sri 
Lanka, the younger of the Waugh 
twins seemed in a hurry to catch up. 
He was off the blocks with 
back-to-back centuries at 
Visakhapatnam and Bombay. The 130 
at Vizag was the highest-ever by an 
Australian in the history of the World 
Cup, while the 126 at Bombay 
upstaged India — and Tendulkar, 
despite a breathtaking 91 from the 
'Little Master'. He followed it up with 
an unbeaten 76 against the 
Zimbabweans at Nagpur. 

It was one helluva way of 

KAMAL .lULKA 


Mark Waugh won the 
Man Of Tba Match 
award in a Group A 
laaguo match against 
Kanya in 
Vishakapatnam 



Tha Waugh brothors, 
Mark (loft) aniHitovo 
have had a sibling 
rivalry from early 
childhood-Biitit 
seams that younger 
brother Mark is 
slowly ovortaking tba 
elder one 
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SLIPPING 
WITH THE 
ENEMY 



Pakistan's 
hopes, fanned by 
the fanatic desire 
of their citizens, 
of beating India 
fell flat on its face 

ANDY O'BRIEN, 
PAKISTAN 

N this third visit 
of mine to 
Pakistan, I 
tlioiight I had 
finally seen it all. And 
eventually, came to 
understand, if not 
anything else, about this 
complex neighbour of 
ours, well then at least, two 
important traits of its 
people. First, their 
desperate desire to see their 
sporting teams win, and 
second, their passionate 
hatred fur India. But 
having lived through 
Pakistan's loss to India in 
the Wills World Cup 
quarter-final match in 
Pakistan itself, 1 can now 
realise how grossly I under 
estimated the Pakistanis on 
both scores. 

I have seen Italy mourn 
when the Azzuri was 
knocked out of a football 


World Cup, I have been 
present on site tt) see 
dejected Brazilian fans 
leave the football stadium 
following a defeat. I have 
witnessed face-painted 
Swedish fans reaa to a 
shock defeat of Stefan 
Edberg, 1 have seen South 
Koreans suffer, following 
sporting humiliation of 
their nation, in front of the 

whole world.and I 

thought I had seen it all. 
How wrong 1 was! 

I have never seen 
anything like the reaction 
of the Pakistani people to 
their team's loss to India in 
Bangalore. It was amazing 
to see how humiliated and 
angry these people were 
because they had lost a 
cricket match. But then, 
maybe 1 had got it all wrong 
in the first place. For 
starters, I had the 
misfortune of having to 
watch the match at the 
home of a friend, whose 
family were die-hard 
Pakistan supporters... not 
to mention India haters as 
well. It was an experience 
one would not like to 
repeat, even though the 
family happened to be 
lovely, hospitable people. 
The father, who has a 
cricket video collection 
that would rival Channel 
V's music archives. 






Cricket Bats by SO. The Hard Hitters. 

Every stroke packed with the power, the punch and 
the accumulated strength of the willow, coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even tradition. 

Engineered aroimd a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between ptower, 
balance and durability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered -- with SG. 









niaini.iiiu-(l a stoic silence 
which wasinternipied 
only by sarcastic comments 
aboni the expression on 
my lac e every time an 
Indian wicket Icll, ora 
Pakistani batsman liit a 
bttnndary. He later told me 
over a scotch, " yaar, it's 
not the ejuestion of 
winning or losing. The 
point is not only have we, 
the World Champion's, 
been knocked out, but 
more importantly by India. 
We wouldn't have minded 
losing to anyone. But not 
THEM. This is not only the 
loss ol the World Cup, but 
more the loss ol a war." 

The mother, whose 
knowledge of cricket 
would rival my knowledge 
ol how to cook a biriyani, 
wept openly alter the 
match, which had kept her 
from cooking a meal that 
evenitig. That was line 
sinee alter the match no 
one was m a mood to have 
dinner, exceitiing yours 
truly ol course. ..The 
teenage son, kept shaking 
his head m disappointed 
disbelief, and said he fioped 
Sri Tanka would skin India 
at ifie Eden Gatdens in the 
semi-iinal. He then insisic-d 
that ho c heer tifi his mood 
by watching his lather's 
recording ol Salim Malik 
battering the- Indians at the 
Eden Ciaidens many years 
ago. The 21 -year old 
daughter who had even 
bought a new dress logo 
and see the hnal. declared 
that there was no way she 
was going to the linal, and 
■dehmiely not to see those 

Imran Khan giving a lew tips to 
captain Wasim Akram and 
manager Intikhab Alam before 
the India-Pakistan quarterfinal 
in Bangalore 
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Indians play". A lady guest 
in their house, who had 
come from Islamabad and 
who actually put her 
dupaua around her head 
and began to say the 
Muslim version of the 
rosary during the match, 
kept asking lor a 
reassurance that Pakistan 


would win the rnatclt after 
all The grandmother 
watched the match 
in-between bouts of namaz 
and the rosary. The family 
driver sal in front of the 
servant's television and 
was also saying the rosary, 
or as they say "diia maug 
rahe the " And there 1 was 


controlling all emotions, 
lor not even a joke seemed 
to be the right way to 
defuse the situation. 1 
contemplated telling them, 
"see we beat you and then 
even drink your scotch".,., 
then luckily I refrained. 

Even Michael at the 
Hong Kong restaurant was 








Mongia shows an uneasiness in 
the face of Aamir Sohail's 
aggression 


agitait'd. and enquired 
angrily, in llie niidsl ot 
complaining that he only 
had two tables of 
customers all day, aboui 
Wasim Akram's home 
address so that he could go 
there and burn it to the 
ground. 

The next morning's 
newspapers had details of 
flow people of all ages, both 
male and female, flooded 
newspaper offices and 
television stations to air 
their opinions which 
included the immediate 
dissolution of the Pakistan 
Cricket Board and an 
inquiry into the finances of 
the players and their 
famiiies. Gangs of youths 
on motorcycles blocked 


streets atui took to violence 
m front ol newspaper 
oflices, lying down on the 
streets and demanding that 
the 'cnlprils' be broughl to 
task and that both the 
captain and the manager 
be sacked. 

Number one on the hit 
list ol the mob was Wasirn 
Akram. He was accused of 
chickening out and letting 
his side down when tfiey 
needed him the most. They 
pointed to the lact that 
Imran Khan wasn't 
hundred per cent lit during 
the 1992 World Cup, but 
still iilayed and led Pakistan 
to victory. Akram is being 
accused ol being bribed 
millions ol rupees by 
bookies (one of who is 
apparently his brother) to 
miss out on the 
quarterfinal. He was 
called anti national and 



Cricket Protective Equipment by SG. 
The Cricketing Armour, an ensemble of 
craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy 
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between safety, durability and comfoi t. 
Best described by the honours you give 
and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to face the challenge. 
Protected -- with SG. 








people were looking to his 
earring as a sign that he is 
not loyal to Pakistan's 
Islamic laws and culture. 
Similarly, the World Cup 
cultural shows which drew 
massive audiences and an 
even greater television 
vicwership were suddenly 
being blamed for Pakistan's 
loss, afterall the song and 
dance was 'anti Islamic' 
and therefore cast an evil 
spell on the team. Another 
opinion was that The 
Almighty was not happy 
with Pakistan and the 
Pakistani Cricket Board 
because they had made the 
entire World Cup a 
mttney-making farce. 
Included in this was the 
PCB and its Iriends. who 
made a linancial killing and 
the World Cup comtnittee 

Pakistani wicketkeeper,Rashid 
Latif hurls the ball in the air in 
iubiliation after Younts takes a 
Kiwi wicket 


A rare scene; two Pakistani 
supporters wave the national flag 
at Bangalore 

headed by Prime Minister 
Bena/ir Bhutto's husband 
Asif Zardari for bribing the 
team with promises of 5 
million rupees and a plot of 
land each if they won the 
World Cup. 

Suddenly each and 
every reason, and excuse, 
in the book was being 
brought out in the open. 
Fareshteh Gati a leading 
cricket jounialist oj 
Pakistati lamented in an 
article ol how Pakistan 
cricket had ironically been 
ruined because they won 
the World Cup in 1992. 
"Since then, the team has 
got greedy to make as 
much motley as possible. 
The reason lor all the 
problems in Pakistan cricket 
since 1992. is due ro the 
fact that everything in the 
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Pakistan team is translated 
into money, "she wrote in 
The News. While that may 
be a reasonable MiSHCStion 
some ol the other excuses 
didn't sound very logical. 

Some people blamed the 
pressure put on the 
Pakistani team by Hindu 
extremists as the reason (or 
the loss. One newspaper 
reported how, "one very 
agitated young fan had 
given vent to his hatred lor 
Indians and said, "We 
reply in the same way in 
Lahore, if India comes U) 
play the final." With their 
hopes and heart smashed, 
some people were reported 
to have smashed television 
sets while watching the 
match, while others were 
rushed to the hospital with 
heart trouble resulting from 
the tension. I 


One government 
official, an advisor to the 
Governor ol Punjab, went 
far asto say that, "the team 
is accttuntable lor the 
tension which grew after 
the match Pakistan 
Television (Ptv) made way 
to PrimeSportsim the 
television and the high 
pitched exuberance of Ian 
Chappell was replaced by 
slow mournful patriotic 
songs collectively called 
mill nagma'.The 
depressing sitar melody 
resembled the music we 
arc accustomed to on 
television when we are in 
mourning for the death of a 
leader in India. The 
television news that 
fttWowed reduced the 
Bangalore qua rter final to 
an after thought rather 
than the attention it 


Ctricket Balls by SG. The Wicket Takers in the game. 
Stitch-by-stitch. Hand-crafted to perfection... 
by master craftsmen. 

Cricket balls that enhance the maestro's skills. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose 
between sliape, grip and durability. 

Swing. Spin. Pace... Always on top of the race. 
Inspired “ with SG 








deserved. 

Finally, with the excuse 
that I would go down the 
road and grab the dinner, I 
released myself from 
bondage and strolled out 
onto the absolutely 
deserted streets. Early on in 
the Pakistan innings, with 
the openers going great 
guns, I had ventured out to 
sec the reaaion. While the 
streets were empty, many 
shops were still open, but 
the owners and the 
passersby didn't have their 
heart in their business, but 
rather on the cricket, 
which they watched on 
small television sets. Each 
boundary was greeted with 
cheers and a round of rifle 
fire. With one's exposure 
to gun fire limited to 
Hollywood movies, it was 
amazing to see men walk 
out on the streets 


Kalashnikovs in hand and 
shoot a volley of bullets 
into the air, every time a 
boundary was hit. 

Wonder if any of them 
turned the gun on 
themselves after the final 
ball of the match was 
bowled? 

Don't think so, since 
there was not a soul (dead 
or alive) when I walked 
across to the Chinese 
restaurant after the match. 
The streets were more 
deserted than they were in 
the afternoon, and the city 
resembled a ghost town 
disappointing the entire 
nation. 

The immediate problems 
were however the safe 
return of the team which 
became a problem 

Veteran Javsd Miandsd's spirit 
was willing,biit the body was 
weak 

KAMAI JULKA 




following reports that the 
people planned to buy 
crates of rotten eggs and 
tomatoes with one person 
calling into a newspaper 
office claiming that he was 
travelling to Lahore just to 
greet the team on their 
return. The problem was 
that Pakistan had to 
continue holding the 
tournament in spite of the 
humiliation, shock and 
anger that had gripped the 
nation. World Cup 
volunteers didn't come 
into work the next day out 
of grief, and the organizers 
were left wondering 
whether the final wou'd 
aaually have a full house, 
despite the fact that all 
tickets had been sold out. 
The general consensus 
here was that many would 
stay away because Pakistan 
were not playing, and that 


the people who hoarded 
the tickets hoping to sell 
them at the black market 
took a financial beating. 
One gentleman on our 
flight from Lahore to 
Karachi the morning after 
(which was monopolised 
by post mortems about the 
march) openly offered 
anyone hisRs.5000 
Patron's Enclosure ticket 
lor the final. 

In the meantime it will 
take lime for Pakistan to 
recover from wounds 
inflicted by this defeat. No 
longer are the special 
World Cup songs "Hum hai 
Pakistan, humjeetain 
ga/n,"and "Pakistan Kabhi 
na bhulo" heard on 
television just twenty-four 
hours before the Bangalore 
game the two music 
cassettes exclusively 
dedicated to the World Cup 






were selling like proverbial 
hot cakes. 

The day after the game, 
there wci c threats being 
made that any shop 
stocking the song (which 
incidentally were hot 
favourites to win a special 
contest exclusively for 
World Cup songs) would 
be burnt and looted. No 
lunger did old folks feel 
good about the fact that 
radios blaring cricket 
commentary, had replaced 
Kalashnikovs in the hands 
of the younger generation. 
No longer did librarians in 
Pakistan.complain of how 
students with transistors 
were disturbing the silence 
of their halls. And no 
longer did parents 
complain about how their 
children were not paying 
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Waqar Younit facmi a rara latson 
ia humiliation at Bangaloro 

attention to their studies, 
but the television instead. 
For Pakistan, the World 
Cup of 1996 was over and 
done with, on March 10, 
despite the fact that 
Lahore's Gadaffi Stadium 
was to hold the final. 

Even that great event 
could not jolt this nation 
out of its shock, disbelief, 
humiliation and anger. But 
God forbid if India made it 
to that final. Watching 
India play on television in 
Lahore, and that too in 
front of a five-person 
iamiiy was bad enough, 1 
can't even imagine what 
kind of an experience it will 
be to watch India play a 
final in Iront of 25,000 
India hating Pakistanis. 
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y hoto-joumalist, 
Emma Levine's pictorial 
account on cricket shows 
the game in a different light 
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Cricket 

A kind Of Pilgrimage 
Publisheni:Emma Levine and lAKai Colour 
Limited, 

Hong Kong 
Price: 18 Pound'S. 


DREAMS 

F Indian cricket folklore is to be 
believed, Sunil Gavaskar's 
impeccable straight drives were 
the product of years of slogging it 
out with the bat in narrow alleyways 
where the only option was to drive 
straight.Now, cricket is 

something that we have alt played 
sometime or the other in our lives.But 
suddenly in the midst of all the hype of 
the World Cup came the book wliich 
traversed the long road to 
sub-continental cricket maidans and 
celebrates thp passion with which 
people in this part of the world play 
the game. 

Emma Levinc.the author of this 


book (rather two books) seems to 
revel in the maddening circus that is 
gain cricket and co urts chaos with 
gay abandon more than anything 
else,these books arc a tribute to 
anyone who has ever held a cricket 
bat. She also proves that gadding 
about can be productive for her book 
is a lively romp through a few likely 
and a few unlikely places. 

Part travelogue, part cricket guide 
— Levine's work is laced with 
hyperbole at times but is certainly no 
piffle for it offers a meandering tour 
into the dream that drives millions in 
this country.lt is by far the definitive 
picture book on back-alley cricket and 
cricket on the road. 

Darra Adam Khel is a town in 
Pakistan's NWFP.best known for its 
production of illegal arms and 
ammunition.But gun-makers here 
seem to have taken to the game with a 
gusto matched only by gun-shots 
which echo around the distant 
hills.Levine even sneaks into bttmb 
ravaged .laffna during a brief let-up in 
the violence there.In faraway 
Peshawar, graveyards turn out U) be 
the best places lor the great slog 

Undeterred,Levine ventures into 
the maddening crowd to get a feel of 
the South Asian cricket ramj.s/ 7 , 1 .Her 
book pays obesance to the faithful — 
the assorted hordes of barefooted 
batsmen and chappal clad bowlers 
who go to prtrve that crir ket is religion 
and much more. 

Her account is fresh and the pictures 
vivid—of unknown laces that take to 
the street or park,in many cases 
without a proper bat or ball,arid goes 
to explain why the .South Asians will 
play cricket despite everything else. 

Levine's account is sometimes 
glib,but always interesting.But then 
this is the ultimate in alternative 
cricket.A different ballgame,which 
explains why Wajid,a handicapped 
9-ycar-old kid in Multan still staggers 
like so many others,to the dust bowl 
where he plays his cricket 
everyday—^for it is his field of 
dreams.Emma Levine's book helps us 
in sharing this magic. 
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CALCUnA HAS THE SPIRIT OF 
INTERNATIONALISM 
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. ^ome asides from 
this edition of the World 
Cup 

-OBO-COPS? 

I y LSIDES the fireworks ol the Sri 
J Lankan openers Sanaih 
layasiiriya'and Runiesh 
Kaluwiiharne against India, it was the 
Delhi Polite which provided the 
pyrotethnies at the Koila Stadium. 
Thect>ps wielded the t/artda 
indistriminately and many VIPs were 
raii({hl on the wrotig end ol the stick, 
and realised the plight ttl a coininon 
man. Such luminaries as PILCOM 
president and loriiier Union Minister. 
Mr Madhavrao Scindia, BCCI 
president Mr I.S.Hindra and family, 
and eelehrity triekeiing personalities 
t:live l.loyd and Sir Wesley Hall were 
denied entry to ihe Kotia Stadium. 

Genuine ticket-holders including 
those who had purchased them worth 
Rs 2,000 and Rs.S 000 were either 
turned back, or were stranded outside 
the venue, twiddling their thumbs. 


Security was the operative word and at times 
the common man and even the VIPs had to bear 
the brunt of it 


The ipiestion that arises is what led 
to this complete chaos and 
conliision. Initially the blame was ptit 
on the DDCA oflicials for hoarding 
and selling tickets in the black market. 

However, an Indian Air force 
official revealed the real cause ol this 
utter mayhem. The lAF ollicial 
revealed that the night before the 
matth, they had numbered the seats 
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lor lickci-holdcrs in iho Rs. “>,000 and 
Rs.2,000 category. However the Delhi 
police tore out all the numbers on the 
scats during the night and let then 
Iriends, family and (hildren take 
possession ol them. This caused the 
chaos and overcrowding of the 
stadium. 

No wonder, Amrit Mathui, a 
PILCOM official said, "the best ol plans 
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go haywire as nobody can plan lor the 
Delhi Police." 


SKID mw 

T he wicket at the Sawai Man Sai- 
dium,.laipur,had irregular 

bounce and the odd ball tendc‘d to 
squat and skid onto the batsmen, 
making strokes diflic ult. Skippers 
Richie Richardson and Mark Taylor 
I Windies beat Australia by four 
wickets here) both maintained that it 
was not a giH,d one- day wicket. The 
reasons for this awkward pitch was 
the whimsical behaviour ol the 
curator Dr Hemencler Siirana and the 
power struggle between the 
Rajasthan State Sports Council 
(owners ol the stadium) and the 
Raiasthan (Ticket Association. 

Dr Siiiana. a former Ranji Trophy 
playc'r, said that continuous rolling 
was all that was rccpiired to make a 
perfect wicket Desjiite the rolling, 
theie wasa layer ol grassabotii live 
me lies thick on the siirlace till about a 
week belore the match Rejieated 
pleas by the RCA were ol no avail. 
Tfien barely a week belore the match, 
Kishen Rungta, RCA chairman 
intervened and lorcvd the curator to 
I III the grass So a week belore the 
match, the pilch was sciaiiped and a 
layer ol loin inches was removed. 
Thus there was not ample lime to toll 
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and water the pitch, which eventually 
led to the awkward bounce. 
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W ITHOUT good commenta¬ 
tors the game of cricket can be 
terribly boring. But this World Cup 
saw some fascinating commentators 
who turned out to be real 
'entertainers' 

When England’s Dominic Cork was 
going great guns with his bat against 
New Zealand on Pakistan soil, the 
burly Tony Greig broadcasting lor Sky 
became rather emotional by saying 

Tony Greig (eentn) was one of the most lively 
and eggressive commentators in the Wills 
WorldCup 


that Cork's magic with the willow saw 
England within sight of victory. His 
co-commciiiator Sir Richard Hadlee 
frowned for a moment and asked 
somewhat sardonically: "Whose side 
are you on?" 

And pat came the reply: "Anyone 
who pays me." 


L ALA AMARNATH "ko gussa 
kyoti atha hai.Vor the Delhi 
match (India vs Sri Lanka), former 
Test piayers were asked to collect their 
complimentary passes Iront the Taj 
Palace Hotel. The octogenarian Lala 
Amarnath went to coilect his pass 
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lala Amaruth, saan hara with Sir Gary Soben 
and David Halford, was ana at iba formar Tast 
playan wha waa initially daniad a 
carnplunantary pan for ^ match againat Sri 
Lanka at Dalhi 

only io be curtly informed that he 
would have to wait till the evening as 
the passes had not arrived. Lala never 
at a loss for words, muttered audibly 
that it would make a wonderful story 
for the press the next day. Finally 
realisation dawned and some local 
organisers gave hitn a Rs.2,000 ticket 
as a free pass, liila of course found it so 
humiliating that he did not attend the 
match. Bishen Singh Bedi who also 
came to collect his pass, castigated the 
organisers, for their laxity. Scared that 
Bishen would pull no punches in his 
hard hitting column, the organisers 
gave him more than one pass. No 
wonder it is said, "the pen is mightier 
than the sword," 


I T was cclebraiion time for England 
all-rounder Phil DeFreilas. But 
minus the homely atmosphere where 
he would have loved to have 
celebrated his iOth birthday amongst 
family and friends. This time, 
however, he had to have a bash along 
with his teammates at Peshawar 
where England was playing in the 
Wills World Cup. 

Initially DeFreitas was a bit jittery 
since Pakistan has very strict 
prohibitory orders. Any native caught 
drinking was severely dealt with. 
However the non-Muslims were 
allowed to slake their thirst jrrovided 








they acquired the drink permit for the 
appropriate authorities. 

The host and his guests didn't really 
have to face any obstacle as they were 
lucky that the hotel where they 
were lodged in,the Pearl Continental, 
had the only licensed bar in entire 
Pakistan,The birthday bash so ended 
on a perfectly happy tiote. 


V 


T HIi Man-of-the-Match trophies 
for the Wills World Cup were 
painstakingly crafted by the 
renowned Jaipur firm, Arun 
Industries. It is made from a special 
alloy, plated with a thick deposit of 24 
carat gold, the trophy stands 12 inches 
in height and weighs about 2 
kilograms. 

The trophy symbolises a batsman, 
created on the lines ol the "Wills 
World Cup U)go" well adorned with a 
tap, bearing the initials 'Wills' in red 
colour. To this another ligtire has been 
added, the upper hall of which 
represents a fielder, catching a ball 
and also a bowler with his twisted legs 
all set to deliver the "googly" when 
viewed in full. 

This entire formation is mounted 
on a rosewood platlortn adorned with 
gold plated pillars and legs, which also 
iiu orporates the Wills World Cup logo 
on one side and the legend 'Man of the 
Maiili' witfi details ol teams, dates 
and vetiiie on the other side. 

Am 11 Indiistiies have achieved a 
hat-trick ol sorts. They manufactured 
the "KeluiiRe World Cup 1987", the 


"MRF World Series Cup 1989" and 
the Hero Cup 199 J. Established about 
40 years ago, by Radhey Shyam 
Pabuwal, to manulacture standard 
balances, the company now run by his 
four sons has diversified. They now 
majufacture world-class range of 
tableware, cutlery, hardware 
fittings, sports trophies and 
decoratives for use in homes. 


The men-of-the-match tro|Ay that was givan 
away for this World Cup will surely he 
treasured by the recipieats 





KilFAGE 

C ERTAINLY a train journey of 
750 miles would not take 27 
marathon htiurs given 
Indian railway conditions, unless 
something unforseeable occurs. But 
ridiculously the stipulated sojourn by 
a jumbo jet which hardly takes a 
couple of hours, unmistakenly 
covered a tedious 27 hours. And this 
unfortunate air ride was experienced 
by Mike Atherton's team travelling 
from the Textile city of Ahmedabad to 
Peshawar, where they were to play 
World Cup debutants Emirates. To be 
more precise, the time the journey 
took the Englishmen was longer than 
the flight from London to Sydney. 


H aving your girlfriend accom¬ 
pany you on an 

assignment can be inspiring and fun 
too It depends on the individual. For 
il he's looking for tun it could be 
disastrous. 

At the Wills World Cup the oldest 
player Nolan Clarke ol Holland 
seemed to have the most 
pampered body. The secret - his 
girllrierid Gerdine, who happens to be 
a very qualilied physiotherapist, is 
proud to have told the wliole world 
that she accompanied Clarke in all his 
cricketing travels. And Clarke makes 
no secret of it that he loves Gerdine's 
presence because she happens to give 
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'the best massage in the world. 
Whoops' 
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'"|■'HE hype and craze for the India 
i versus Pakistan quarter-final 
match in the Wills World Cup was 
amazing to behold. Star TV cashed in 
on this craze. Advertisement rates for 
30 second slots were raised from 
$6,500 to $ 10,000 for this particular 
match. The raise was by nearly 50 per 
cent but unbelievably all the slots 


Micliaat Atherton (who hat lo*t hi* wicket 
here) ami teammates had to fly for a raeord 27 
hours whan thay travelled from Ahmadahad to 
Peshawar, the time normally takan for a flight 
from London to Sydney 

were t>ooked well in advance. The 
rates for Ibis tie are more than the 
final. Doordarshan however did not 
raise the rates for this battle of 
attrition, which remained at 
Rs,78,000 for a 10-second slot. 
Doordarshan had two 10-sccond slots 
aiit-r every over. 

Compiled by Novy Kapadia in India and 
Andy O’Brien in Pakistan 


OGRIP 


AYS THE LATEST 










S HAME on you Calcuua! City of 
Joy, 1 weep for you. Even in ifiis 
enemy country one had always 
defended you, your dirty pot-holed 
streets, your overcrowded and 
poverty-stricken pavements, your 
pttllulion choked claustrophobic air. 
We who love you had propagated that 
in spite ol all these negatives, you had 
a charm...a heart. You had a people 
whose spirit and lust for life, 
overshadowed all the dirt, poverty 
and squalor. But you've gone and 
thrown even that away. 

Calcutta you are now a big zero. 

You have shown that youi people are 
no better—t)t and even perhaps 
worse—than any other (teople on the- 
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earth. You and your people arc no 
longer special to this planet. And how 
can anyone defend you for the 
happenings of March 1J, 1996? 

As I sat in front of the television in 
the house of a hospitaftle Pakistani 
family to witness India play that 
forgettable semi- final against Sri 
Lanka, I sang your praises as the first 
pictures of that splendid green bowl 
that houses 110,000 cricket fans came 
through. 1 had boasted to my Pakistani 
host of how your people were the 
greatest lovers of sport in the entire 
world—^the most sporting they wotild 
ever see. I told the people of that 
foreign and hostile nation how 
'Calcutta was different'. And how the 
crowds at Eden Gardens were not the 
normal blindly-biased parochials that 
one had witnessed through the World 
Cup. That your people cheered not 
just their own team, but good cricket 
played by the opiiositioti as well. 



Yes, Calcutta we who love, you, 
understand your frustration with 
your team .ind the insipid 
performances of the men you 
worshipped as gods. 

But by your behaviour, you 
defeated the every purposes it was 
aimed at. Now, instead ol the team 
being at the centre of criticism, it is 
you Calcutta that is being chastised. 
You have done irreparable damage to 
India's and your own sporting 
reputations. If India was humiliated 
by Azharuddin and his team, Calcutta, 
you were c//.vgr.uedby your people. 

And now that you have even lost 
your 'heart' I can only mourn for you, 
parajihasing that famous English folk 
song: 

"Hang down your head Calcutta. 

Hang down your head and cry 

Hang down your head Calcutta. 

Poor hoy, you're gonna die." 


Andy O'Brien, Pakistan 
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STYLE and SUBSTANCE 








II yi>u really love yt)ur moped (and we think ytiu 
do), you'll iniuM on Kinetic Servo Cienuine 
2T 2(K>m. A revolulionary engine oil speeiully 
dcvelo(»-d lor moped.s 

Kineiie Servo Genuine 2T Zoom, has been 
indigi-nously devek)jx'd at Iridiunoiri P&D Centre, 
one ol A-siii'i most <idv<inca1 The Kinelic Servo 


How you choose 
your engine oil 
will depend on 
how much you 
love your moped 


Genuine 2T Zoom he Ipi beep your engine elean 
and healthy Thereby mtibing your engine 
pcrlorm better. Day utter day. Year alter year 

Aik tor Kinetic Servo Genuine 2T Zixun at 
Indianoil jx.’irol stationi or vehu Ic iind service 
dealers of Kinetic hngineering It's one way 
of telling your moped how much you care' 



KINE7K SERVO GENUINE 2T ZOOM 


Because 50cc engines need 100^ care 




_ CONTE NTS _ 

10-23 April, 1996. Volume 17. Issue 13. An Ananda Bazar Publication. Rs. 15.00 



12 

UP FROM THE ASHES! 

The story behind how Sri Lanka, 
the whipping boys of world 
cricket, became world 
champions. 


DIDN’T TAKE THE LIFT 
TO THE TOP!" 

Sri Lankan captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga explains in an 
exclusive interview 


THE WORLD CUP RECORD 
BOOK 

The complete and detailed 
statistical look at the 1996 Wills 
World Cup 


COVER PHOTOGRAPH BY 
ALOKE MITRA 
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INTERVIEW WITH 
HANUMANTSINGH 


CARTOON CORNER 
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CRICKETDIARY 


MONEY IN THE WORLD CUP 
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(NOTSO) WELCOME TO 
MY WORLD 
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(Facing Page,Left) Tha agony that 

R racedad ma acataay. Roahan 
lahanama who mada more than a 
aizaabla contribution to Sri Lanka'a total 
inthasomi-final roalisod that ha could 
go no further. Uttia did Mahanama know 
that tha script for his country's cricketing 
fortunos hao already baan written. 
Mahanama signed off^lbeit in a little 
pain...tha pleasure cams later via a 
technical knockout in the 3Sth over of tho 
second innings. No pain,no gain. Huh? 

(Middle) Oh,Calcutta! We thought wo 
would dispense with a run of the mill 
caption for this one. Wo wanted to 
capture the frustration of this city through 
this versa: 

Hang down your hood Calculta 
Hong down your head and cry 
Hang down your hood Calcutta 
Poor hoy you're gonna die 
(Edon Gardens 13th March,1996) 
Remembar this day,and burn 

(Top) Vinod Kambli 

undertook the longest and perhaps most 
significant walk of his life: from the pitch 
to the dressing room. Cricket makes men 
out of boys,they say. Kambli, in his 
halplassnoss, ressmbiad a baby. Tears 
for fears...yes, following the semi-final in 
Calcutta,he lost his place in tha Indian 
squad 


(Bottom) OismissedI That's tha move that 
cost India the World Cup. On a pitch Hiat 
would favour comparisons with the 
minefields of Jaffna, tho Sri Lankans 
turned on the heat and Tendulkar lost his 
cool. The result? The rest of tho guys just 
came in for brief introductions...and left 









DON’T USE ANY ‘2T’ OIL... INSIST ON THE ORIGINAL 
































(Top loft and insot) Sri Lonko's ouietdo 
bombor. Eithor Sonoth Joyosuriyo will 
kill you with his murdorous assaults on 
tho crickot boll, or ho will nwko you 
contomplnto dooth out of shoor 
frustration. Tho picturo rofors to his 
formor quolitios. 

And thon.'Will ho,won't ho?* Sotting out 
whilo going for a noodloss socond run in 
tho finals ot Lahoro, Joyosuriyo modo his 
toom ond thousands of Sri Lonkon funs 
skip 0 hoaitbooL No mottor, it was a 
minor blip in tho ovorsll picturo 


(Bottom loft) Lnnks powor! That's what 
losing captain, Murk Taylor oot a tosto of. 
And whilo tho root of tho Sri Lankans go 
borsorfc in Lahoro. looking for tho spoils 
of bottlo, tho two mon in mo contro 
rooliso tho importonco of what moy havo 
fust achiovod...and thoy acknowlodgo mo 
grootost day in moir iivos wfth a simpio 
hug 


(Facing psgo, hmtorn) Imran Khan: Tho 
Lord of Lahoro survoys mo procoodinfpi, 
whilo Mick Joggor (wMi fmo covorod, at 
right) looks likshs con’t got no 
sotisfsction wfth what's going on in mo 
fiold. Australio lost ms final and Joggor 
was doprossod, bismo ft on (kiionial 
loyalty 
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(Top) Vietoryl The day when India won 
(their World Cup.Err.tochnically). The 
Indians coiabrato the dismissal of 
voteran war-horse. Javod Miandad and 
it's all over for Pakistan. Did the Indian 
cricketers consider themselves to be 
over-achiovers? Or did they become a 
trifle complacent? The question will 
ramain unanswered- 

(Bottom) After the battle against Pakistan 
was won, it was celebration time in 
Bangalore. The euphoria that dascandad 
on India did not last long however as the 
Indian crickot team was eliminated in 
thoir next dneounter..... and all the hopes 
that the nation harboured from Azhar and 
his men wem up in smoke 
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MITSUBISHI OIL. 

WHEN YOUR CAR MUST RUN 
ON THE CLEANEST POWER. 


Whether you buy Orbis Gran (for petrol cars and 4 stroke motorcycles), Low 
Smoke 2T (for 2 stroke two wheelers) or Super Diesel (for diesel vehicles), there 
is one thing you can be sure of. Clean ptwer. Because Mitsubishi''! lowest sulphur 
content ensures that fuel converts into maximum engine power. 
So change over to Mitsubishi Oil. Your vehicle could set a new pace. 




MITSUBISHI OIL 

Technology for clean energy 


A MEMBER OF THE ANDREW YULE OROUP 


From Tm WATM OIL CO PNDU) LTB in technical collaboration with 
MnSUBWII OA, 00 L1B| JAPAN Registered Oflice; Yule House 
8 Or Rajendra Prasad SaranI Calcutta 700 001 Offices' Bombay * Delhi • Madras 
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RISING UP 
FROM 
THE ASHES 



After years of being the 
whipping-boy of 
international cricket, 

Sri Lanka is now the Big 
Daddy. Andy O'Brien 
analyses the reasons 
behind the 

transformation of this 
unheralded team 

VER a year ago, Sri 
, Lankan cricket had set lor 
itself a goal: to hecome a 
top cricket nation by the 
turn of the century. Having won the 
World Cup, unexpectedly and against 
all odds, they are a step closer to that 
goal. More iniponantly, their win in 
the 1 t'Jb World C.u|) is not a case ol 
some llukc profit from a 
non-investment, like a lucky one-off 
deal which is likely never to repeat 
itself. Their triumph in Lahore was 
just another big-time return from an 
investment which they had begun a 
year and a half ago. 

A study of this investment, which 
was not financial, but more in the 
nature of human resources, tan help 
explain their rise up the ladder of 

Ranatunga axults after hitting tha winning rum 
in the final 
12 
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Sri Lankan akippar Arjuna Ranatunga with the 
glittaring trophy after defeating Auatralia in 
tha final 
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world cricket. 

Prior to Zimbabwe's inclusion into 
the sanctity of Test cricket, the 
I^nkans were the favourite whipping 
boys who were expected to win a 
cricket match as often as the Haley's 
Comet visited the earth. Their World 
Cup balance sheet, prior to 1996, 
would suggest that they were a 
cricketing-nation which either got up 
or got out. Their best showing in a 
World Cup was when they qualified 
for the 1979 Prudential Cup and 
finished third in their lour-team 



group, thanks to a win over a hapless 
India. That showing furthered their 
cause for full Test status which came 
in 1982. But the struggle wasn't over, 
for the Lankans finished last in their 
group in both the 198? Prudential 
Cup and the 1987 Reliance Cup and 
eighth out of a possible nine in the 
1992 Benson fi- Hedges Cup. 

In contrast, within the twelve 
rnomh‘ between March 1995 to 
March ' 996. Sri Lanka beat New 
Zealand in an away Test series, were 
runners-up to India (having beaten 
Pakistan) in the lilth Asia Cup in 


Sharjah; beat Pakistan in both the Test 
and one-day series in Pakistan; won 
the three-nation Singer Champions 
Trophy in Sharjah beating Pakistan 
and the West Indies; edged the latter 
out to reach the final of the 
three-nation Benson fr Hedges World 
Series Cup in Australia before going 
on to remain unbeaten in six matches 
to win the blue riband of all cricketing 
tournaments. 

Their performance graph shows 
that whereas between 1975 and 1992, 
they lost 99 out of the 132 one-day 
games they appeared in, since the last 





Aravinda D'Silva seated a nMich-winning 
century in the Wills World Cup final at Lahore 

World Cup lour years ago, they have 
lost only 40 out of the 83 they have 
played. In the last year till March, they 
won 18 nut ot their 30 games 
including six out of six in the World 
Cup. 

How did a team of island-nation 
cricketers, some of who had 
prosperity-bellies that would give 
Harshad Mehta a run for his money, 
bring about a transformation in their 
cricketing fortunes which in turn 
would give.. few of them a fleet oi cars 
14 ■ 


to rival the one-time collection of the 
Big Bull? 

It is no coincidence that Sri Lanka's 
cricket fortunes coincided with a 
change in their outlook towards the 
game and the team. Like in any 
management set-up, the overhauling 
had to begin at the top with the 
national seleaors, the equivalent of a 
Board of Directors for a cricket team. 
Captain Ranatunga describes as 'a 
master stroke' the appointment of 
Chief Seleaor Duleep Mendis as 
manager of the team. "He is the key 
man because he is the link between 


the team and the establishment. As 
manager, he has first-hand 
experience of the team and is in the 
best position to give both the selectors 
and the Sri Lankan Board an idea of 
what is happening at the player level." 

When asked about his role in the 
funaioning of the team, Mendis sums 
it up in a laconic, 'everything'. Truly, 
he is the CEO who, with the help of his 
brains trust (comprising coach, 
captain and vice-captain) plots the 
performance of his team, plans the 
tactics, tiversees the implementation 
of those taaics and then reports back 




to the establishment. 

The second person in the 
management set-up is the coach. 
With every other major team 
appointing a cricket coach, it was left 
to Sri Lanka to find a coach who 
would help in the planning, as well as 
the building of the fitness and mental 
levels of the players. Originally, there 
were moves to induct people like 
Allan Border and Ian Botham but 
financial restraints didn't allow such a 
luxury. It is ironic that in their search 
for a lower budget coach, the Sri 
Lankans were cornered into taking a 
decision, which has turned out in 
hindsight, to be a master stroke of 
instinctive Judgement. They chose 
Dave Whatmore, an almost 
never-was-has-been who played 
seven Test matches for Australia, 
thanks solely to the fact that Packer 
had scraped off the cream of 

AlOKt MITRA 


Australian talent. The only entries in 
Whatmore's resume that weighed in 
his favour were: born in Colombo; 
played and coached in Victoria, 
Australia. 

As manager Mendis explains," We 
needed someone who would provide 
us the qualities that we thought were 
missing in Sri Lankan cricket; 
confidence, killer-instinct and mental 
toughness. Dave seemed the right 
choice because having lived and 
played in Australia all his life, he had 
those qualities in abundance. And 
then he even had connections with Sri 
Lanka, so he wasn't totally alien to us 
and our country". 

Whatmore's contributions have 
been many foid, but his primary task 
has been to convince Sri Lankan 
cricket that fitness is at the root of all 
performance on the field." I had to 
make them realise that unless a 


person is fit for the job, his talent and 
your planning meant nothing, 
because you didn't have the physical 
or the mental strength to make use of 
those assets in the first place. My ideas 
was very clear, you have to spot the 
weakness within your own team and 
work on those. It's only after you've 
remedied that, can you go on to the 
luxury of improving on their 
strengths," says the balding and 
stocky Whatmore in his Australian 
accent. 

Once ridiculed by a group of Sri 
Lankan politicians as being fat, unfit 
and grossly overweigfit, Ranatunga 
and his men were put through a 
rigorous fitness regime which was 
supplemented by lectures on mental 
toughness and attitude. 

Sri Lanka not only won the World Cuit,biit thoy 
alao won nwny a hoart too in tho process 
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Whatniore introduced liie concept 
of long, lengthy discussions within the 
team to study the opposition, work 
out strategy, solve probletns and even 
work on the team's attitude. His one 
example illustrates how far the Sri 
Lankans have come in this aspect. 

rhe Sri Lankan team is sitting down 
for a meeting somewhere in Australia 
sometime during their controversial 
tour of the island continent. After 
their discussions are over, the floor is 
left open to anybody caring to make 
any comments or observations. 
Suddenly from the back of the room 
their quiet, unassuming spinner 
Kumara Dhartnasena perks up and 
asks a question. "How do we counter 
these Australians when they get 
aggressive, abuse and sledge at us? " 
Whatmorc tells him that he ought to 
give as good as he gets without lalling 
into trouble. "If you can't stand up to 
your oppostion and look them in rhe 


eye, you will never beat them." 
Dharntasena sits down withttut any 
comment but obviously having learnt 
a lesson. Months later when Stuart 
Law bumped into him while taking a 
run off his bowling in the World Cup 
iinal, Dhartnasena told him to get lost 
in what commentator Richie Benaud 
calls " that short but not-so-sweet 
way". 

" A year ago. Dhartnasena wttuld 
have probably apologised to I.aw, but 
now he fought for his rights and didn't 
go under. That's how far they have 
come in mental toughness," boasts 
Whatmore. 

The Sri Lankans take pride in the 
fact that every member of the team 
has a say even though the heirarchy 
within the team is adhered to (in 
comparison with the Indian team's 
heirarchy which is so top-heavy that it 
often leads to ego clashes), it is part of 
the Lankan policy not to publicly 


play-up individuals for their 
contributions. Every member is given 
equal importance and praise is 
reserved only fur the team as a 
Collective unit. Ranatunga claims that 
even though the media may see some 
of his players, like D'Silva, Jayasuriya 
and Kaluwitharana, as key players, 
they themselves believe in the group 
belore glory t oncept. 

l or example, after that tremendous 
Man-ol-the-Matcli winning 
performance in the Lahore final, 
D'Silva claimed he "owed it to the 
boys to perform, " a sentiment 
normally not associated with 
top-cricket stars of other teams. The 
Sri Lankan management is singular in 
agreeing that no one in the team gets 
preferential treatment since no one ts 
indispensable. 

A similar policy when propagated 
by Richie Richardson, backfired on 
the W'est Indies, with star batsman 
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The tournanwm't most voluable player Sanath 
Jayasuriya (who also woo an Audi car) 
receives an award from Benazir Bhutto in 
Lahore 

Brian Lara falling out with the captain 
over comments that the West Indies is 
nt) one-man team etc. Lara, in 
retaliation, commented that the team 
was a rudderless ship. Perhaps the 
West Indies ought to learn from the 
Sri Lankans that ego and team spirit 
never go together. "If you don’t 
behave like a team, you can't play as a 
team," says Ranatunga who merely 
sees himself as the first among equals. 

Like the Australians, the Sri 

Commontator Ion Chappoli intorviowing 
Ronotangn boforo the start of the final 
at Lahore, while the Aussie captain Mark 
Taylor looks on 
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Lankan wickatkaapar Kaluwithama makes an 
unsuccasaful attempt to stump Ba«an in tha 
final 

Lankans too have managed to keep 
what happens in their dressing room, 
a safely guarded secret. While, in 
other teams, leaks to the press Irom 
the dressing room are common place, 
both the Australians and Lankans 
treat their dressing room secrets and 
discussions as sacred. 

Of course, tto matter what the 
planning or the tactics, much depends 
on the captain, for, on-field, he is the 
one who has to be aware of when one 
plan is failing and the other ought to 
be put into action. Mendis and 
company feel that Ranatunga's 
greatest leadership quality is in his 
aggressiveness; both in words and in 

The ceiabretions go out of control otter Sri 
Lanka became World Champions 


action. 

He doesn't hesitate to call Shane 
Wame an overrated bowler or the 
Aussies a lucky team. And in truth, 
Warne would have been safer 
shopping on the streets of Colombo 
rather than be in Lahore bowling to 
Aravinda and company. 

Under his aggressive exterior, 
Ranatunga's calm and relaxed nature 
has helped to make his team not only 
the World Champions but also a truly 
well-liked one. The Sri Lankans are 
such popular champions, that their 
win actually provided this 
controversy-plagued World Cup an 
enjoyable and climatic ending. And 
even the heavens were happy with 
their triumph, for, no sooner had 
Ranalunga hit the winning runs at 
Lahore, that the sky was riddled with 
lightning and the clouds sent forth 
tears of joy. For, truly, a new 
cricketing-nation had been born. 
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Character 


I NDIA'S pcrfonnance, till the 
quarter final stage, in the Wills 
World Cup had been okay. The 
semi final match threw up the 
true character of the Indian team. 
Every Indian had a reason to feel 
ashamed with the unprofessional 
approach to the game by our 
demigod cricketers. 

The attitude of our captain and 
manager after the match was 
awarded to Sri Lanka was much 
more painful. The West Indian 
captain, alter their defeat by 
Kenya, apologised to the West 
Indian people. Our captain, 
arrogant as he has become over 
the past few years, justified all 
that had happened without once 
regretting the wrong decisions 
and the abject surrender of the 
team in such an important match. 

Ajit Wadekar's tenure is now 
over. Every sports-loving Indian 
should now pressurise the BCCl 
for the change of captain and, 
most importantly, the members 
of the selection committee. They 
were conservative, negative in 
their thinking and during their 
tenure, there had been 
practically no induction of new 
talent in the team. 

Australia dropped c'ven David 
Boon to induct some new young 
talent in the team. The Indian 
team has been so boring, with the 
same names during the past so 
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many years. The selectors did not 
even take the opportunity to try a 
few young players during the 
New Zealand tour of India. 

We have enough talent in the 
country. And we must use this 
available talent to build up a 
team, who should redeem India's 
lost prestige during the next 
World Cup in England in 1999. It 
is not necessary that India must 
win the next World Cup. It is, 
liowever, important that they 
show character, application, 
determination and fight till the 
last ball is bowled. 

S ROYCHOWDHURY 
New Delhi 


Hirwani should 
have been included 


X HIS refers to the Indian 
cricket team's performance 
in the World Cup'96. 

India's present lot of bowlers 
like Srinath and Prabhakar have 
not at all been match-winniiig 
bowlers. If India had really 
wanted to win the World Cup, 
they should have included 
Narendra Hirwani. Hirwani 
would have been potent on our 
Indian pitches. 

KAaOLDEB, 

Cuttack. 


Informative 

Y our reports on the recently 
held crucial meeting of the 
participating nations (in the 
World Cup’96) 

(Sportswor/d,28th Feb.) were 
indeed informative You have 
raised some very pertinent 


questions to which I do 
wholeheartedly agree. You have 
very rightly said that with so 
much money at stake in all 
cricket internationals, the 
security yardstick will have to be 
accurately defined. Otherwise, 
there will be many more such 
incidents in future. 


We loved the article, 'Where's 
the spirit?' mainly because you 
have shown your concern for a 
thing which is fast vanishing 
from cricket and that is fair play 
and gamesmanship. 

ARTAMISHRA, 
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Arjuna Ranaiuiigri fit the proudest rnomenl of 
fus life Rece»vintj ifie Wths World Cup from 
Prime Minister Bena/ir Bhutto 


''We didn't take 
the lift to 
the top floor" 

ARJUNA RANATUNGA explains the rise of Sri Lankan cricket 
culminating in the World Cup victory 

INTERVIEWED BY ANDY O'BRIEN, LAHORE 
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SPWD: Aijuna, the obvious 
question: vtrhat does the World 
Cup win mean to you personally? 
ARJUNA RANATGUNGA: Well, surely, 
it’s the greatest day in my life and the 
greatest day in Sri Lankan sport ever, 
as far as I can remember at least. And I 
can tell you that whether we won the 
final or not, it still would have rated as 
an achievement in Sri Lankan cricket. 

And what kind of effect will it 
have on the game in Sri Lanka? 

I think it will help in a few ways. At 
least I hope it will. Firstly, I hope that it 
inspires more and more outstation 
players to take the game seriously. At 
present, Sri Lankan cricket is 
Colombo-based cricket. Hopefully, 
this win will help in broadbasing it. 
Secondly, of course, is the matter 
of sponsorship. 

The first time we got a sponsor was 
during our tour to New Zealand and 
now hopefully with us being World 
Champions, it will bring in more 


money into the game. Not only does 
that help facilities-wise, it also acts as 
an impetus for many others to take up 
the game. This will mean that 
eventually there will be a lot of 
competition to get into the Sri Lankan 
team which can only help our growth. 
Also, we have begun a project aimed 
at putting Sri Lankan cricket on the 
top by the year 2000. Hopefully, that 
will receive a boost now. 

Obviously, Sri Lankan cricket has 
come a long way over the last few 
years but if I were to ask you to 
point out from where exactly did 
the present change come about, 
what would be your answer? 

I guess, it all began one and a half years 
ago, with the tour of New Zealand 
which was our first overseas triumph. 
That got our confidence going. 
Following that was the successful tour 
of Pakistan where we gained on the 
confidence we had built in New 
Zealand. And then when we won in 


Sharjah, we knew we had something 
going. 

You have left out the tour of 
Australia, but surely it 
contributed in some way or the 
other to your team despite ail the 
controversies that were 
generated on that tour? 

See, everyone here in Lahore, wants 
to keep taking us back to what 
happened on that tour. For us, it is just 
history. It was unfortunate about 
some of the things that happened 
there, but it's all in the past. So many 
of the Australian journalists and 
television crews have kept asking me 
this question and I've given them the 
same answer. But I guess they are 
playing it up because they are looking 
for a story...to make something out oi 
the previous tour. 

Cajitaim Marie Taylor of Australia flaft) and 
Ariuna Ranatunga of Sri Lanka juti bafora tba 
start of tho World Cup final in Laboro. 
Uhimately, tha final was a contast of stratagy 
and laadarship skills 




Just as they have media-created 
Shane Warne according to you? 

Yes, 1 have said it all over the world 
and 1 have said it here too when they 
asked me. Yes, we all recognise that he 
is a good bowler. But then there are 
other good bowlers in the world also 
who don't get the kind of media 
attention that Warne gets in Australia. 
Anil Kumblc is as good as him but 
then you guys don't push him into 
being a media creation like the Aussies 
have done. And that's why 1 say he is 
over-rated. 

What is your relationship with the 
Austraiians personally. Like what 
do you think of Warne as a 
person? Or did Mark Taylor shake 
your hand after the final? 

I don't have time to think of them as 
individuals, so, I don’t have personal 
opinions about them. I just play 
cricket against them and that's all. 

So there is no truth in the claim 
that you were reaily looking 
forward to playing the Aussies in 
the final because of the rivalry 
between the two teams? 

No. I would rather have played UAE 
or Kenya or Holland in the final. The 
Aussies are a good team and they have 
had their share of luck lately, so good 
for them. I guess their luck ran out in 
the final. And I've always said that we 
would have beaten them even in 
Australia if there were neutral 
umpires. That is why 1 maintain that 
we must have international cricket 
supervised by neutral umpires. I 
know it will be expensive but it is the 
only solution to the problems cricket 
faces today. 

One last question on Australia: 
They say that adversity brings out 
unity. Surely the Australian tour 
had a positive side to it in that 
way? 

Yes, 1 guess, there was a positive side 
of that tour which we ought to 
remember while forgetting the rest. 
During that tour, we came together. 
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We already had the confidence but 
that troubled tour provided the 
binding. When Murii was down and 
out, we all decided to stand behind 
him and play for him. Yes, it was 
indeed a binding. 

It was very clear to see that In your 
team that no one person is given 
extra weightage at any time. You 
always talk about the boys and 
there is never any mention of any 
individual. It's always the 
team. Is this done deliberately? 
Yes it is. After all, we are a team, not 
just individuals. You see, il we have to 
play as a team, you must behave as a 
team. Also, why unneccesarily put 
undue pressure on individuals? 

If I were to ask you to explain the 
sudden success of the team and 
what lies behind it, what would 
be your answer? 

It’s a long story, so I can't put it down 
in two or three lines. All 1 can say is 
that we have gone about it very 
gradually. We didn't want to take a lift 
straight away up to the top fUior. 
Rather, we have taken the stairs to 
reach there. 

But what are the main factors that 
lie behind this sudden success? 

Well, for starters, let’s say that there 
are many people who have 
contributed from behind the scenes 
but not many people get to sec their 
contributions. We have Dulcep 
Mendis who is our manager as well as 
our chief selector. He has contributed 
in many ways especially when it came 
to cricket and tactics. Then we have 
Dave Whatmore whose fitness 
regime has been very very 
instrumental in making us what we 
are today. 

Yes, granted that you and some 
others were criticised as being 


Aravinda D'Silva and Ranatunga ihara a 
moinam in tha middla during thair daciaiva 
paitnartbip, that ansurad that Sri Lanka Mroald 
romp homa tha winnar 
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overweight and unfit some time 
ago, so the fitness regime must 
have lifted the performance of the 
team. But what about planning. 
Has that changed too? 

Yes, we now plan mint meticulously 
than belore. nn not saving that we 
never used to plan belore, but now we 
spend much more time and ellon on it. 

Can you describe to me what sort 
of planning you do, say, a day 
before the game? For instance, 
ijoes it mean watching opposition 

u 


letc. 

ai wc do is ih3i Dulccp 

-erMcndis), Dave (coach 

lore) and Aravinda (de Silva) 

aich videos of each individual 

ipposiiittn team. We make 

md suggestions and then take 

loies to the team meeting. We 
he whole team the same videos 
cn read out remarks which are 

iscusscd. Every player is 
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discuss where we have gone wrong in 
the last man h. For every game, we 
have three game plans because you 
never know what is going to go wrong 

in a one day game. So, if plan A 

doesn't work, then we move to plan B, 
and if that backfires too, then we can 
always fall back on plan C, 


SO what is the difference between 




this and what you did previously, 
apart from the video and 
Individual treatment? 

(Smiles) Well, now we have meetings 
in Sinhalese. Previously, because of 
Dave, we used to talk in English. But 
then we realised that not everyone 
was comfortable doing that and, as a 
result, refrained from sharing their 
thoughts or giving suggestions. 

(Laughs) Now we have Roshan 
(Mahanama) and Hashan 
(Tillakeratne) sitting beside Dave and 
filling him on the conversation and 
doing the translating. Also, now the 
meetings last much longer, 
sometimes, even two to three hours. 
Previously, we didn't discuss much. 

In most other teams, there is 
always politics between the 
senior piayers and the stars. That 
doesn't seem to be the probiem in 


your team. You seem to get on 
well with all the players including 
the seniors? How has this helped? 

Yes, the fact that we have so many 
experienced players who have played 
together for so long has helped a lot in 
our success. We have stuck with the 
main lot of players for a long time 
now, so now we understand each 
other better, apan from being 
experienced in the different aspects of 
the game too. We have played more 
than 1000 one day games between us, 
so that must count for something. 
And, of course, experience brings 
maturity which is important in times 
of crisis during a game. 

What is Duleep Mendls' role in the 
renaissance of Sri Lankan cricket? 

He contributes in many ways of 
course. But mainly what has helped 
us a lot is that, apart from being the 


manager, he is also the Chief Selector. 
So, he also acts like a link between the 
team and the selcaors and others. 
Which also means that he knows 
exactly what is happening in the team 
and what we, the seniors (eel. 

Moreover, we now have selectors 
like Ranjan Madugallc, Roy Dias and 
others who have played cricket at the 
top level. That is a big change in Sri 
Lankan cricket that cricketers are 
selectors and not any Tom, Dick or 
Harry. 

Moreover, I have played with all these 
people, so it is much easier for me to 
communicate with them. 

Now obviously, there are many 
reasons for this recent surge in 
your fortunes but if 1 were to limit 
you to Just one reason for your 
success, what would it be? Just 

ALOKtMirRA 
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one word. 

That we are enjoying our cricket. I 
think, I would answer that question in 
that manner. We are truly enjoying 
our cricket! 



That's a far cry from the time you 
had problems with the Sri Lankan 
Board, so much so that you and 
Aravinda almost quit the team 
two years ago? 

Yes, I did have my problems with the 
Board and they were pretty serious. 
But things have changed since 
cricket-related people have come into 
Sri Lankan cricket and you could say 
that it has also made the difference 
between failure and success. 

Obviously, tactics have played a 
great role in your one day success. 
Australian captain Mark Taylor 
has said that your team obviously 
has plans which cater to your 
capabilities: Bat aggressively and 
bowl defensively. Is that true? 

See, obviously, e\ erv team has its own 
game plan too pist as we do.For 
instance, our tactics ol using Roinesh 
(Kaluwilharana) and Sanaih 
(.layasLiriya I as openers is simple. We 
thought that they were being wasted 
in the late middle order and that we 
could utilise Roinesh better il he 
opened the hatting. So, it's just a 
question ol correct utilisation. 

Do you think Sri Lanka can 
improve their position in Test 
cricket too, now that they are at 
the top of the one day game? 

I think wc can translate this success 
into Tests as well. But for that to 
happen, we have to look for a few 
bowlers to boost up our attack. The 
MRF Pace academy has done a great 
service to Sri Lankan cricket, but we 
do need a lew more bowlers to choose 
from. Also, 1 think, we have to rest 
some ol our key players who have 
played too much of cricket over the 
last two years. If we do these things, 
then I don't see why we can't make an 
impression in Test cricket too. • 
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PHOTO OF 
THE FINAL 


PHOlUGRAPfHU KAWALj'JI KA 





Arjuna Ranatunga hugs Aravinda D’Silva after the latter had just scored a century. It was, perhaps, 
the most important innings that Aravinda O'Silva played in his life and it was natural that his 
captain showed his appreciation. Within minutes, Ranatunga scored the winning runs and Sri 
Lanka became the World Champions. A fairy-tale ending to a fine, albeit controversy-ridden 
tournament 


27 







TRAVEL 


Andy O'Brien recounts 
the trauma of covering a 
World Cup cricket 
tournament 

NE has often been told ol 
how lucky 1 am to get to 
see sport all over the world 
....and get paid to do it too. 
"Wow, you're off to sec the World 
Cup on an all expenses paid trip, with 
free entry to the stadiums thrown in," 
so many of my friends told me prior to 
the Wills World Cup. 

Yes granted, we stay at the best 
hotels, sit in the best seats at the 
stadium, have access to the players 
and all the facilities, get preferential 
treatment from the organisers, get 
free lunch during a game, and dinners 
during the various parties and press 
conferences during a tour, together 
with other 'perks'. 

But in spite of all this, f promise you 
it ain't no easy job. Take a look at the 
list of problems. You travel as if you 
were Phineas Fogg trying to win some 
stupid bet. You arc forced to write as 
prolifically as Harold Robbins on a 
binge. You attend boring functiotis as 
il you were Princess Diana on a 
foreign goodwill mission, you live out 
ol your suitcase, as it it were your 
walk-in wardrobe, you chase people 
tor interviews as if you are trying to 
get Sharon Stone out Itira date. And 
worst of all, you are supposed to know 
everything as if you were a Walter's 
version of the hncydopircdia 
Brittanica. 

You are supposed to know the 
cricketers and the managers as if each 
of them were some kind of long-lost 
friend. You are expected to know wht> 
is going to win the next day's match as 
if you were some hot shot soothsayer. 
You're even supposed to know the 
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weather, in case the game is under 
threat by rain, or the Opening 
Ceremony reduced to a tarce because 
of the breeze doing the laser screens 
in. Over and above ail this, you must 
know the local dialect of each and 
every place you are in and the local 
custom as you were a Henry Higgins. 
Moreover, you should also know a 
thing or two about modern 


techntrlogy and high- tech 
communications, because no matter 
how good an article you have, it's 
useless unless you can land it on the 
editor's desk in time. 

Just to give you a clearer picture, 
let's take a look at this World Cup just 
gone by as an example. 

You are sent to a country which Ian 
Botham once described as. 
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"somewhere I wouldn't even send my 
mother-in-law to an all expenses paid 
trip ", and where you live in the hope 
that you are not recognised as being 
an Indian. If you are, well you've got 
to be prepared to be followed and 
shadowed every time you leave the 
foyer of your hotel. If you go to change 
your traveller's cheques and present 
an Indian passport, you have got to 



show the purchase slips of your 
foreign exchange, something you 
don't have to do even if you went to 
Timbucktoo. All this of course goes 
with the job... and the passport, I 
suppose. 

You work all day, and fax ail 
evening, but don't get the opportunity 
to relax at a bar over a beer after that... 
because there are no bars. In Karachi 


you are told that it is dangerous to take 
a taxi in the night from the deserted 
streets outside the National Stadium. 
But yon have to risk your life, for 
there is no other alternative alter 
you've finished work at nine o'clock, 
but to lind your own way back to your 
hotel. 

Like on other tours, this one was no 
exception as far as visiting tourists 
spots were concerned. The hectic 
schedule of the World (iup meant that 
one day you we,re in Laiiore, the next 
day in Karachi, the next in Faisalabac'. 
and then to Rawalpindi and back to 
Karachi and so on. The only two 
tourist sites one got to see were the 
Shalimar Gardens in Lahore (because 
the PCB had an official dinner on its 
lawns) and that impressive memorial 
built over Qaid-e-Azam .linnah's 
grave in Karachi (which was en route 
to the .National Stadium). 

You had barely got used to one 
place, its roads, its people and its 
climates and had renewed your 
contacts with one team, when you 
were off to another city to report a 
match between two different sets of 
learns. 

In the midst of all this, you are 
expected to keep your car close to the 
ground and your eye on the cricket as 
well as your fellow journalist lest you 
miss out on a story. In Pakistan you 
also have to know something about 
polit ics since sport — no life — is 
totally interrelated—not dependant 
actually — on the politics of power. 

So the next time you're sitting in 
the comfort ol your living room 
sipping a cold beer and munching on a 
snack, while watching a match, do 
give us a thought. And if you are 
generous enough, then give us 
another when you pick u)) your 
newspaper the next morning to read 
the reports in the sports pages. 

They also serve who only sit and 
write, you know. 
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TREMENDOUS 

BOOST! 


T was a proud moment fot 
Hanumant Singh when Kenya 
defeated the mighty West Indies 
by 73 runs at the Nehru Stadium 
in Pune on February 29. The former 
Indian Test player and now the coach 
of the national cricket team of Kenya, 
Hanumant .Singh has played a silent 
hut solid rote in Kenya's rise in 
international cricket in the last few 
years. 

Hanumant Singh commands high 
respect by everyone concerned with 
cricket in Kenya because of his 
experience, celebrity status and 
profound knowledge of the game and 
Its finer points. Visibly delighted and 
yet keeping his cool amid the 
celebrations in and outside the 
Kenyan dressing room which the 
incredible triumph had triggered. 
Hanumant Singh spoke on the victory 
and other matters of Kenyan cricket. 

What does this victory mean to 
your team as well as Kenya as a 
rising cricketing nation? 

It's a tremendous boost. It's going to 
mean so much to Kenyan cricket. In 
Kenya, the game is not popular 
among the masses. I think the Kenyan 
television has made arrangements to 
telecast this World Cttp. So all that 
happened on the field and the 
ultimate win reached a maximum 
number of people. And this win is 
30 


HARCSH PANDYA 



That's what Kenyan 
team manager 
HANUMANT SINGH 
felt after their stunning 
win over the West Indies 
in the Witts World Cup 


going to spread cricket like wildfire in 
Kenya. Once the masses take to 
cricket, it won't take Kenya very long 
to come into the arena; say another 
five or ten years. The only problem is 
that the the game has not been going 
down, filtering down to the masses, to 
the lowest strata of people in Kenya. 


Which was the key factor behind 
this amazing tum-around against 
the West Indies? 

Ever since Kenya's tour to South 
Africa, I came to realise that our boys 
are capable of tremendous work in the 
field. And that's what boosts the 
morale of the bowlers. That is one 
department which you do 
collectively. And when your fielding 
rises to this level as it did against the 
West Indies, few things have to go 
your way. Like getting Brian Lara 
early on, for example. His early 
departure contributed the maximum 
to our cause. And luckily we got 
Richie Richardson earlier. We knew 
that once these two were gone, the 
West Indies batting was quite fickle 
and they were capable of buckling 
down. 

At what particular stage in the 
match did you feel that your boys 
could really go for the kill ? 

I knew that Roger Harper was still 
capable of something grand. He has 
scored big scores in first-class cricket. 
He plays spinners quite well. It was the 
spinners who were bowling to him 
when he came on to bat. So my main 
concern was that if we got him 
cheaply, getting rid of Curtly 
Ambrose, Courtney Walsh and 
Cameron Cuffy wouldn't be such a 




SANTOSH GHOSH 





difficult task. And I had already 
instruaed my bowlers that in case 
they start going across, they must surt 
bowling in the block-hole. 

What about your own team's 
batting 7 Steven Tikolo's early 
dismissal after he scored a 
sparkling 29 must have come as a 
big disappointment... 

Well, yes. But we also knew the 
conditions prevailing in the morning 
and it was not easy to play on that 
wicket against the class of attack the 
West Indies had. As you saw, we were 
six down for 60 or so. And I would give 
ma.ximum credit to our late-order 
batsmen who added 90 runs. You may 
have noticed that in the previous 
games our top-half had dune well and 
the bottom-half hadn't. But against 
the West Indies, we knew that our 
bottom-half was quite capable of 
contributing useful runs. And that 
meant a hell of a lot to us. 

Was the total of 166 really 
defendable enough? 

Well, you saw what happened. At 
what score did India win the World 
Cup? The answer is 183. The point is 
it's not only what you do. but what 
your opponents do that matters. And 
in this case I've always been 
maintaining that you can have a bad 
day and lose the match and see the 
opponents winning. So we could not 
have done better than what we did 
under those conditions in the 
morning. Mind you, there were quite 
a few play-and-misses and quite a few 
catches were dropped, too. To that 
extent, we were lucky enough to get 
166 in the end. But then the last four 
batsmen scored 90 runs which was a 
great contribution. 

One saw a lot of supporters of 
Kenya In the stands. They were 
very vocal and your players went 
straight to them after the victory 
was achieved... 


The Kanym tami; thay craatad tba moat 
■ansational impact in tba World Cap whan thay 
dafaatad haavywaights Waal Indiat by 73 rant 

Actually, not very many people came 
from Kenya because of a lack of 
tickets. The supporters you saw in the 
stands were aaually the students, the 
local Kenyan students studying over 
hce. They were the ones who were 
cheering from the stands. Of course, 
we had a few visitors from Kenya in 
the pavilion. But only a handful of 
[leoplc from Kenya had come to see 
our players in action because it's not 
easy tor them to obtain tickets. 

Did the fact that you were the 
underdogs help, so far as the 
crowd support was concerned ? 

Yes, it did a lot. They cheered our boys 
who then realised that the crowd was 
backing them. Basically it was always 
the case with the Indian crowds as 
they tended to support the underdogs. 
But in Pane, we found that we’ve 
been very popular, and we had been 
accepted by the crowds as one of their 
teams. Tnat made us very happy, 
more confident and helped us to sort 


of perform even better. 

Before you landed in the 
sub-continent, did you ever have 
a vision that your team could be a 
giant-killer In a tournament like 
this ? 

Oh, yes. When we came over here, we 
had alwa.ys discussed this point that 
cricket is a game which is fickle—^very 
fickle, indeed. The best of teams can 
lose sometimes. But the one-day 
game, and even more so the one-day 
tournament, can always create an 
upset or two. The Zimbabweans had 
beaten the Australians in the early 
days. And since then, quite a few 
shock defeats have been seen. 

How do you rate Maurice 
Odumbe's captaincy 7 

I think he did a very good job. A very 
good job, really. He had been 
improving with every game and 1 am 
sure that, with his cricketing ability, 
he had improved in every game. I 
think it will stand Kenya in good stead. 
Interviewed by Haresh Pandya 
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JOKE IS IT! 

Cartoonist GOPAL 
SARKAR takes a wry> 
look at the recently 
concluded World Cup 
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JUST NOT CRICKET! 

I T’S not just cricket it seems. Ask 
Wasim Akrani and he'll tell you. 
First he was hailed in his country as 
the man who was capable ol bringing 
glory to his nation, and then 24 hours 
later, he was considered a fugitive, a 
wanted man. And all because he 
wasn't fit to play a cricket match. 
Akram and his team had to make a 
complicated and secret entry into 
their own ctmntry after their quarter 
final loss to India. Manager Intikhab 
Alam talked about players receiving 
death threats after people welcomed 
them at the airport with garlands 
made of shoes. 

Wasim Akrani s neighbour moved 
the High Court in a petition of 
"criminal negligence" saying that he 
had known the family for many years 
and that the change in their standard 
of living could not be the result of 
cricket alone but also through belting, 
Akram was then forced to go into 
hiding along with his family to a secret 
address out of fear of public violence. 
Manager Intikhab Alam talked about 
his fears that that some players might 
suffer mental breakdowns which they 
might not recover from, even when 
Pakistan play India, in Singapore and 
Sharjah. 

Sarfraz Nawaz.sports advisor to 
Benazir Bhutto reported to the Prime 
Minister (who believed him) that 
Imran conspired with his friend and 
RAW agent Parmeshwar Godrej, to 
get Pakistan to throw the Bangalt'rc 
match by ensuring the Akram didn’t 


play. Reports talked about how 
Akram sent out a message to Aamir 
Sohail and Saeed Anwar in the 
middle, that Hindu extremists were 
calling them on the phone in the 
dressing room threatening them with 
death if they beat India. The Pakistani 
innings collapsed thereafter giving 
further credence to the story as well as 
to the fact that Akram was 'in' on the 
betting. Sohail even accused Akram of 
letting the team know only at the last 
moment about his non-availability. 
Then there was talk about how Akram 
refused to play following a dressing 
room fight in which Miandad insisted 
on playing even though the captain 
wanted to play bow'ler Shaqlain 
Mushtaq inihe place ol tlie veteran 
batsman. 

Pamphlets distributed during the 
Lahore final depicted Akram dressed 
asa "hijra'',ejrrmgsand all, with the 
caption reading "cricket is not a game 
meant foi women. Akram siiould 
Slick to wearing earrings and bangles" 
It'sjtisi not cncket, because cricket 
after all is a game in which one team 
has to lose and one ftas to wtn. And we 
ought to accept that. 

BELIEVE IT OR NOT! 

P AKISTAN won the Wills World 
Cup on March 15. 1996! 

No this is not an entry out of 
Ripley's 'BELIEVE IT OR NOT'. Rather 














the scenes on ihe si reels ol Lahore on 
ilwt evenilul evening would have 
suggesied jusi that. In reality, ol 
course, India had just been knocked 
out ol the tournament in the semi 
linal by the gallant Sri Lankans. 

Shocked out of their wits by their 
team's defeat in Bangalore, cricket 
lever seemed to have overtaken 
Pakistan suddenly once again. Even 
while the people ol Calcutta were still 
disgracing themselves in front of the 
world, people thronged the streets of 
Lafiore which was to host the final of 
the tournament. They were 
celebrating the defeat of the enemy. 
No, they were celebrating what 
newspapers there called 'The 
disgraceful exit of India", a 
defeat"even more disgraceful than 
that of Wasim Akram's team." 

All the fire crackers, stored but 
unused, by the Pakistanis lor the 
quarterlinal match in Bangalore came 
into use that evening. One witnessed 
cars, horns blaring, bloc king the 
central road near Lahore's famous 
Liberty market, while people got out 
ol the vehicles and danced in the 
middle ol the streets. When one drove 
(last the Gadaffi Stadium, venue lor 
the Grand final, it seemed to be the 
centre ol all celebrations. The flood - 
lights ol the stadium were switched on 
and outside, the people had hired a 
band to whose beat they danced while 
shouting slogans like “lliiuJu kmta 
/iargai/)".Women, banned from 
dancing in public, pertormed gigs in 
I heir cars. One young boy, who 
couldn't have been more than eight 
years old shouted a few leet Irom me 


"Indian dofss. haihai ." 

Going past one ol the city's major 
roundabouts, one saw people dancing 
to the beat of another band. People 
had parked their cars in the middle of 
the road and got out to join them 
celebrating. Young men hung out of 
cars shouting slogans. Women were 
congratulating each other as if one of 
them had just given birth lor the first 
time. People paraded Pakistani and 
even Sri Lankan Hags, while shouting 
anti-Indian slogans. Lahore was 
having the biggest 'anti India' party of 
its life. 

All this, because Sri Lanka had 
taken care of Pakistan beater's India. 
They didn't have cause to celebrate 
then, well they did have a reason after, 
and boy did they let their hair down! 

Suddenly tickets for the final were 
back in demand and were going at a 
premium. And thousands ol 
television sets had been set up at every 
nook and cornc'r of the city so that 
people on the streets could watch the 
iinal Suddenly, March 17th had been 
declared a public holiday in this 
capital city ol Puniab. Suddenly things 
were back to normal because the 
chances ol the Indian cricket team 
making a triumphant entry and exit, 
to and Irom Lahore, had been 
eliminated. Suddenly news that 
Wasim Akram had movc'd his Lahore 
based family to some secret address 
after receiving death threats, only 
made mincer headlines. 

Suddenly the newspapers, who 
were short on propaganda since 
the Bangalore defeat, had got 
something to thrive on: On how India 
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The scene m a Lahore street where ianatics 
hired drummers to rejoice over India's World 
Cup semi final defeat against Sri Lanka at the 
Eden Gardens. 


h.is doni' irrcpdiiihk' dtiiiicini' id iis 
rcpiiloiKin The lu-uspjpcrs .iKo 
icponed on how 'rnkisuinis icioiud 
and Cflfhiail'd ihe 'disyraii- ol 
India "AndsiiddrnU ilie 
governnu'iii luid nioxcd in locnsnif 
dial ihf I ahoro Imal with ihnnii;li 
wiihoiii a liikh 


CULTURE VULTURES 

Lil TUKI- isa word mtviIosi' Io 
,< ihi' lile ol Pakisianis. And ihar> 
whv ilic sor.fjand daiur prol>r<^ltl^u■^ 
dial iM-re pan ol Plv'S Woild C lip 
pai kai.;i' tanii' in lor sliaip (.liiiiism 
! lollow'ini; I’akisian'sdi'leai in 
Rani;aloii'./’fi's lady ihiel Rana 
Slicikh wasiriiuisi'd i xi'ii in die 
Senate loi sliowiiijja i nlttire which 
wasanii Islamic and whu h lould have 
heen a had omen lor the chances ol 


tile team. 

rhett ayiain tltere was a hujje hue 
and cty over Sonia cjandhi'sallej>ed 
siatemenis that India had used 
television and culture, and not its 
army, to invade Pakistan Criticism ol 
that included how Indian actresses 
showed thetr bodies and made vulnai 
gestuies in movies, and how the 
Indian culture ol vulgarity had no 
place in Islamic Pakistan Iricidenially, 
Hindi movies (or Indian movies as 
thev are called) are hig hits in Pakistan! 


A. 








Newspaper reports and Senate j||g p|NA|, SAY! 
debates centred around how Indian 
culture was downright vulgar and 

how Indian women dressed T T AVING seen their cricket team 

suggestively and behaved like that too. flcrash out of the Wills World Cup 
The debate came to a sudden halt in the quarter final stage in what has 

when one newspaper took the being termed here as 'The mother of 

responsibility of printing a rejoinder all defeats", Pakistanis were 
from Mrs. Gandhi s office saying that concerned about reports that Lahore 
the remarks that were supposed to at one time stood to lose the privilege 
have been made by her in Bombay nf holding the Grand Final on March 
couldn't have been because she was 17th. It was thought that the 
no where next to Bombay on the day elimination of their team from the 
the reporter apparently heard the competition would turn many away 

remarks. from the Gadaffi Stadium, but instead 


A top'Clats fashion show at Karachi's Pearl 
Coatinantal. Yai fashion shows on totavision 
areconsoradout. 


people reacted very angrily to the 
news that there was a possibility of the 
final being shifted to the Eden 
Gardens in Calcutta. "They've beaten 
our cricket team, and now they want 
to further insult us by taking the final 
away from us", the taxi driver 
exploded in my face that morning. 

The news of such a possibility had 
spread after many evening 






newspapers carried the rumours as 
headlines and the Pakisunis looked at 
the move as being part of yet anoher 
campaign by India to belittle and 
humiliate them, in front of the world. 
However, as I reassured my cabbie 
that morning, Mr Arif Ali Khan 
Abassi, while confirming that there 
was an indirect offer made to shift the 
final, denied the rumour that an offer 
of $ 6 million was made by the Cricket 
Association of Bengal (CAB) to shift 
the final to Calcutta. "Since the offer 
was not sent directly to me and not 
given in writing, I can't say that it was 
a serious one," the PCB supremo had 
said. 

Abassi admitted that they were 
facing some problems "for holding 
sueh a large event but they are merely 
minor in nature, like finding enough 
hotel accommodation for example. 
The General Body meeting of the ICC 
was also to be held in Lahore, outside 
London, and that is a major 
achievement," he had said. Abassi 
had declared that the chances of 
shifting the final to Calcutta were 
'dim' though he had admitted that 
there was some truth in the 
speculation. 

However sources in the PCB had 
claimed that apart from the obvious 
financial benefits, for both sides, the 
real reason why there was a move to 
shift the final to Calcutta had less to do 
v/ith any potential accommodation 
problems (which the government has 
promised to deal with urgently) and 
more to do with the BCCl's 
apprehensums concerning the safety 
of its players in the event of India 


beating Sri Lanka and making it to the 
final. 

The Pakistani authorities, when 
contaaed, said that full-proof security 
arrangements had been made for all 
the teams taking part in the World 
Cup matches here including the two 
teams that are due to play in the final 
at the Gaddafi Stadium. 

One of the main coordinators of the 
PCB for this World Cup Mr Iqbal 
Sikandcr hinted that a change of 
venue would not have been a good 
precedent especially since Australia 
and the West Indies had been denied 
the same privilege and had forfeited 
two points each for not playing Sri 
Lanka in Colombo. 

"Tomorrow they can turn around 
and say that if the venues for our 
matches weren't changed then why 
the final, just because maybe the 
Indians were not happy with the 
security in Lahore. And they would 
have a point," he said 

But the last word must go to my 
airport cabbie who drove me from the 
Lahore airport on landing there from 
Karachi one morning "Why don't the 
people of Calcutta feel happy and 
satisfied that they are seeing their 
team playing a semi final in their city. 
That's good enough isn't it?" And 
then he added very sternly, "and tell 
them not to worry. If their team wins 
and comes for the final here in 

I ahore.then we'll take care of 

them". 

And he surely wasn't referring to 
the hotel accommodation, I can 
promise you that. 

Andy O'Brien. Pakistan 










To nurture the talent of 
India's future champions, SAIL 
has set up several sports 
bodies. Such as the Hocke> 
Academy In Rourkela and 
Handball Academy in Bhilai. 

SAIL catches them young. 
The result is the many 
champions it has created 
for India. Champions who have 
won the nation fame and glory 
in the national and 
international arenas. 

Multiplying the opportunity 
to win are the major events 


SAIL has been sponsoring. To 
mention a few; The Davis 
Cup, Durand Cup. National 
Throwball Championship and 
SAIL JLN Champion Colleges 
Hockey Tournament, besides 
organising the SAIL Trophy 
Cricket Tournament etc. 

Today, a large number of 
Arjuna Awardees are on 
SAIL’S rolls. 

Facts that add up to 
indicate that SAIL has been 
promoting Indian sports In 
a big way. 




ArjiHM Rautungi the winning 
captain acornd the faatast halt 
cantary In World Cup hiatory. Hit 
S0eM||ioff29lialto 




VITAL 

STATISTICS 

A statistical synopsis o f the just concluded Wills World Cup 



Dt 

Veniw 

Tmmii 

Battiiig 

1st 

Scots 

Tssm 
Btg. 2iid 

Scots 

Margin 

ManofthnMatcIi 

1 

Feb 

14 

Ahmedabad 

NZ 

239-6/50 

Eng(T) 

228-9/50 

11 runs 

N.J. Astle 

2 

16 

Rawalpindi 

SA 

321-2/50 

UAE(T) 

152-8/50 

169 runs 

G. Kirsten 

3 

16 

Hyderabad* 

Zim(T) 

151-9/50 

WI 

155-4/29.3 

6 wkts 

C.E.L. Ambrose 

4 

17 

Baroda 

NZ(T) 

307-8/50 

Holland 

188-7/50 

119 runs 

C.M. Spearman 

5 

18 

Cuttack 

Ken 

199-6/50 

IND(T) 

203-3/41.5 

7 wkts 

S.R. Tendulkar 

6 

18 

Peshawar 

UAE(T) 

136-10/48.3 

ENG 

140-2/35 

8 wkts 

N.M.K. Smith 

7 

20 

Faisalabad 

NZ(T) 

177-9/50 

SA 

178-5/37.3 

5 wkts 

W.J. Cronje 

8 

21 

Colombo(SSC) 

Zim(T) 

228-6/50 

SL 

229-4/37 

6 wkts 

P.A.De Silva 

9 

21 

Gwalior* 

WI(T) 

173/50 

IND 

174-5/39.4 

5 wkts 

S.R. Tendulkar (2) 

10 

22 

Peshawar 

ENG(T) 279-4/50 

Hoi 

230-6/50 

49 runs 

G. Hick 

II 

23 

Vishakapat. 

AUS 

304-7/50 

Ken(T) 

207-7/50 

97 runs 

M.E. Waugh 

12 

24 

Gujranwala 

UAE 

109-9/33 

PAK(T) 

112-1/18 

9 wkts 

Mushtaq Ahmed. 

13 

25 

Rawalpindi 

SA<T) 

230/50 

Eng 

152/44.3 

78 runs 

J.N. Rhodes 

14 

26 

Lahore 

Hol(T) 

145-7/50 

I?AK 

151-2/30.4 

8 wkts 

Waqar Younis 

15 

27 

Patna 

Ken 

134/49.4 

Zlmdt 

137-5/42.2 

5 wkts 

P.A. Strang 

16 

27 

Faisalabad 

NZ 

276-8/47 

UAE(T) 

167-9/47 

109 runs 

R.G. Twose 

17 

27 

Bombay* 

AUS(T) 258-10/50 

Ind 

242-10/48 

16 runs 

M.E. Waugh (2) 

18 

29 

Pune 

Ken 

166-10/49.3 

WI(T) 

93-10/35.2 

73 runs 

M. Odumbe 

19 

29 

Karachi 

Pak{T) 

242-6/50 

SA 

243-5/44.2 

5 wkts 

W.J. Cronje (2) 

20 

MARCH 

1 Nagpur 

Zim(T) 

154-10/45.3 

AUS 

158-2/36 

8 wkts 

S.K.Wame 

21 

1 

luahore 

Hot 

216-9/50 

UAE(T) 

220-3/44.2 

7 wkts 

Saleem Raza 

22 

2 

Delhi 

Ind 

271-3/50 

SL(T) 

272-4/48.4 

6 wkts 

Shaukat 

Dukanwala 

S. Jayasuriya 

23 

3 

Karachi 

Eng(T) 

249-9/50 

PAK 

250-3/47.4 

7 wkts 

Aamir Sohail 

24 

4 

Jaipur 

Aus(T) 

229-6/50 

Wl 

232-6/48.5 

4 wkts 

R. Richardson 

25 

5 

Rawalpindi 

SA(T) 

328-3/50 

Hull 

168-8/50 

160 runs 

A.C. Hudson 

26 

6 

Kanpur 

IND 

247-5/50 

Zim(T) 

207-10/47.3 

40 runs 

A.D. Jadeja 

27 

6 

Kandy 

SL 

398-5/50 

Ken(T) 

254-7/50 

144 runs 

P.A.De Silva (2) 

28 

6 

Lahore 

PAK 

281-5/50 

NZ(T) 

235-9/47.3 

46 runs 

Salim Malik 

29 

9 

Faisalabad 

Enfi(T) 

Ind(T) 

235-8/50 

SL 

236-5/40.4 

5 wkts 

S. Jayasuriya (2) 

30 

9 

Bangalore* 

287-8/50 

Pak 

248-9/49 

39 runs 

N.S. Sidhu 

31 

11 

Karachi 

WI(T) 

264-8/50 

SA 

245-10/49.3 

19 runs 

B.C. Lara 

32 

11 

Madras* 

NZ(T) 

286-9/50 

Aus 

289-4/47.5 

6 wkts 

M.E. Waugh (3) 

33 

13 

Calcutta* 

SL 

251-8/50 

Ind(T) 

120-8/34.1 

SL-Default 

P.A. De Silva (3) 

34 

14 

Mohali* 

Aus<T) 

207-8/50 

Wl 

202-10/49.3 

5 runs 

S.K.Wame <2) 

35 

17 

Lahore* 

Aus 

241-7/50 

SL(T) 

245-3/46.2 

7 wkts 

P.A. De Silva (4) 


Note : ★ Indicate day and night matches; T indicate toss: team's in bold indicate match winners. Two matches 
conceded by Australia and the West Indies have not been taken into account. 
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SCORING PATTERN 



Runs 

Scored 

Overs 

feced 

Wkts 

Lest 

Runs 
per over 

Runs 

perwkt 

Metch result 

P W L 

Sri Lanka 

1631 

272.4 

29 

5.98 

56.24 

6 

6 


Australia 

1686 

333.5 

44 

5.05 

38.32 

7 

5 

2 

India 

1544 

313.4 

42 

4.92 

36.76 

7 

4 

3 

West Indies 

1119 

263.1 

48 

4.25 

23.31 

6 

3 

3 

South Africa 

1545 

281.2 

35 

5.49 

44.14 

6 

5 

1 

Pakistan 

1284 

245.2 

26 

5.23 

49.38 

6 

4 

2 

New Zealand 

1520 

294.3 

49 

5.16 

31.02 

6 

3 

3 

England 

1283 

279.3 

42 

4.59 

30.54 

6 

2 

4 

Kenya 

960 

249.1 

40 

3.85 

24.00 

5 

1 

4 

Zimbabwe 

877 

237.3 

40 

3.69 

21.92 

5 

1 

4 

UAE 

784 

222.5 

39 

3.51 

20.10 

5 

1 

4 

Holland 

947 

250 

37 

3.78 

25.59 

5 


5 
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PUYiNG RECORD 



Runs 

Scored 

Highest Score 

Overs 

bowled 

Wkts 

token 

Best bowling 

Sri Lanlca 

1631 

145 

A. De Silva 

284.1 

39 

3-12 

S. Jayasuriya 

Australia 

1686 

130 

M. Waugh 

338.1 

55 

5-36 

D. Fleming 

India 

1544 

137 

S. Tendulkar 

347.1 

57 

3-28 

A. Rumble 

West Indies 

1119 

111 

B. Lara 

288.4 

48 

4-47 

R. Harper 

South Africa 

1545 

188* 

G. Kirsten 

294.3 

49 

3-11 

B. McMillan 

Pakistan 

1284 

111 

A. Sohail 

274.5 

47 

4-26 

W. Younis 

New Zealand 

1520 

130 

C. Harris 

282.2 

39 

3-20 

S. Thomson 

England 

1283 

104* 

G. Hick 

286.5 

40 

3-29 

N. Smith 

Kenya 

960 

96 

S.T. Kolo 

219.3 

30 

3-15 

M. Odumbe 

Zimbabwe 

877 

75 

A. Campbell 

202.2 

25 

5-21 

P. Strang 

UAE 

784 

84 

S.Raza 

200 

22 

5-29 

S. Dukanwala 

Holland 

947 

64 

K. Noonwijk 

225 

20 

3-48 

S. Lubbers 




M 

Inn 

No 

Runs 

Avge 

HS 

G 

F 

S.R. Tendulkar (Ind) 

7 

7 

1 

523 

87.17 

137 

2 

3 

M.E. Waugh (Aus) 

7 

7 

1 

484 

80.67 

130 

3 

1 

P.A. D- Silva (SL) 

6 

6 

1 

448 

89.60 

145 

2 

2 

G. Kirsten (SA) 

6 

6 

1 

391 

78.20 

188* 

1 

1 

Saeed Anwar (Pak) 

6 

6 

2 

329 

82.25 

83* 

— 

3 

A.P. Gurusinha(SL) 

6 

6 

- 

307 

51.17 

87 

*. 

3 

W.J. Cronje (SA) 

6 

6 

1 

276 

55.20 

78 


2 

A.C. Hudson (SA) 

4 

4 

- 

275 

68.75 

161 

1 

1 

Aamir Sohail (Pak) 

6 

6 

- 

272 

45.33 

111 

1 

2 

B.C. Lara (WI) 

6 

6 

1 

269 

53.80 

111 

1 

1 

D.J. Cullinan (SA) 

6 

6 

2 

255 

63.75 

69 


2 

G.P. Thorpe (Eng) 

6 

6 

2 

254 

63.50 

89 

* 

2 

A. Ranatunga (SL) 

6 

6 

4 

241 

120.50. 

75* 

- 

1 

R.B, Richardson (WI) 

6 

6 

2 

236 

59.00 

93* 

— 

1 

R.T. Ponting (Aus) 

7 

7 

- 

229 

32.71 

102 

1 

— 

S.R. Waugh(Aus) 

7 

7 

2 

226 

45.20 

82 

- 

3 

S.T. Jayasuriya (SL) 

6 

6 

- 

221 

36.83 

82 

- 

2 

G.A. Hick (Eng) 

5 

5 

1 

212 

53.00 

104* 

1 

1 

S. Chanderpaul (WI) 

6 

6 

- 

211 

35.17 

80 


2 

S.G. Law (Aus) 

7 

6 

2 

204 

51.00 

72 

- 

1 



TOP WICKET TAKERS {Qualification 7 wkts) 



M 

Balls 

Runa/c 

Wkts 

Avge 

BB 

4wi 

A, Kumble (Ind) 

7 

418 

280 

15 

18.67 

3-28 


Waqar Younis (Pak) 

6 

324 

253 

13 

19.46 

4-26 

1 

P.A. Strang (Zim) 

5 

253 

192 

12 

16.00 

5-21 

2 

R.A. Harper (WI) 

6 

348 

219 

12 

18.25 

4-47 

1 

D. Fleming (Aus) 

6 

272 

221 

12 

18.42 

5-36 

1 

S.K. Wame (Aus) 

7 

411 

263 

12 

21.92 

4-34 

2 

C.E.L. Ambrose (WI) 

6 

339 

170 

10 

17.00 

3-28 

- 

Mushtaq Ahmed (Pak) 

6 

342 

238 

10 

23.80 

3-16 

- 

Rajab Ali (Ken) 

5 

218 

176 

9 

19.56 

3-17 

- 

A.A. Donald (SA) 

4 

204 

126 

8 

15.75 

3-21 

- 

S.L.V. Raju (Ind) 

4 

240 

158 

8 

19.75 

3-30 

- 

D.G. Cork (Eng) 

5 

288 

216 

8 

27.00 

2-33 

- 

J. Srinath (Ind) 

7 

394 

293 

8 

36.63 

3-24 

- 

B.K.V. Prasad (Ind) 

7 

39Q 

312 

8 

39.00 

3-45 

- 

Aaqib Javed (Pak) 

5 

237 

189 

7 

27.00 

2-18 

- 

C.A. Walsh (WI) 

6 

330 

208 

7 

29.71 

3-46 

- 

M. Muralitharan (SL) 

6 

343 

216 

7 

30.86 

2-37 

- 

C.R. Matthews (SA) 

6 

357 

226 

7 

32.29 

2-30 


S. Jayasuriya (SL) 

6 

306 

231 

7 

33.00 

3-12 

— 






NEW RECORDS & HIGHLIGHTS 
TEAM RECORDS 

★ HIGHEST TOTAL ; Sri Lanka scored 398 for 5 in 50 
overs against Kenya in Kandy to put up the highest 
ever one-day total which surpassed the previous 
highest one-day total of 363 for 7 in 55 overs 
(England v Pakistan, Nottingham 1992) as well as 
the World Cup highest of 360 for 4 in 50 overs (West 
Indies v Sri Lanka, Karachi, 1987) 

★ BEST WINNING SEQUENCES : Sir Lanka (6) 
recorded their best-ever sequence of wins in a row in 
World Cup/One-dayers and South Africa (10) also 
registered a record winning sequence on the trot 
(including 5 wins against England at home earlier 
this year). 

INDIVIDUAL RECORDS 

★ HIGHEST INDIVIDUAL CUP INNINGS :Gary 
Kirsten (South Africa) 188* not out vs UAE in 
Rawalpindi surpassed Vivian Richards' 181 against 
Sri Lanka in Karachi in 1987. 

★ CARRYING BATTHROUGH AN INNINGS ; Gary 
Kirsten in his record breaking unbeaten innings of 
188 also created the world record of carrying the bat 
througii in a One-day match. His score was also the 
highest by a South African (suipassing Dave 
Callaghan's 169 not out against New Zealand in 
1994-95). 

★ MOST RUNS IN A WORLD CUP TOURNAMENT : 
Sachin Tendulkar (Ind) with 523 runs in seven 
matches broke the record of 471 in eight innings by 
Graham Gooch in 1987. 

★ CONSECUTIVE CENTURIES : Mark Waugh 
(Australia) scored 130 and 126 against Kenya 
(Vishakhapatnam) and India (Mumbai) 
respectively. He also added one more hundred (110) 
against New Zealand (Madras) to become the only 
player to score three hundreds in a single World Cup. 

★ MOST APPEARANCES :JavedMiandad (Pakistan) 
not only appeared in his sixth World Cup (since 
1975) but also increased his appearances to 33 in 
World Cups. 

★ FASTEST FIFTY : (In terms of balls) Arjuna 
Ranatunga (Sri Lanka) scored his fifty off only 29 
balls against Kenya in Kandy surpassing three others 
(Chris Old, Imran Khan and Martin Crowe) who 
had scored their fifties in 30 balls. 

★ YOUNGEST CENTURION IN WORLD CUP : Ricky 
Ponting (Australia) at 21 years 76 days became the 

COMPILED BY RAVI 


youngest to score a hundred when he scored 102 
against the West Indies in Jaipur. 

★ OLDEST DEBUTANT IN WORLD CUP/ 
ONE-DAYERS : At 47 years 240 days. Nolan Clarke 
of Holland erased the records of Donald Pringle (43) 
in a World Cup match against India at Leeds in 1975 
and Englishman Norman Gifford (44 years 358 
days) vs Australia in Sharjah in 1984-85, to become 
the oldest ever player making his debut. 

★ OLDEST PLAYER IN WORLD CUP : Nolan Clarke 
(47 years 258 days) also became the oldest player in 
the World Cup, erasing the record of Zimbabwean 
John Traicos who had appeared at the age of 44 years 
306 days against England in Albury in 1992, 

★ OLDEST CAPTAIN IN WORLD CUP; Steven 
Lubbers of Holland, at the age of 42 years 318 days, 
became the oldest captain ever when he captained 
the team against South Africa in Rawalpindi. 

HIGHEST PAR'TNERSHIP RECORD FOR ANY 
WICKET : The Waugh twins of Australia, Mark and 
Steve, added 207 for the third wicket against Kenya 
(Vishakhapatnam) the only double century stand in 
World Cup history. 

★ MOST CATCHES IN A TOURNAMENT : Anil 
Kumble (8) took most catches in the 1996 
tournament to break the record of 7 held by Kapil 
Dev (in 1983) and Kepler Wessels (in 1992). 

★ Sachin Tendulkar equalled the feat of 4 consecutive 
fifties (by Graeme Fowler in 1983 and Navjot Sidhu 
in 1987) and also equalled the feat of 5 fifties in a 
tournament (by Martin Crowe in 1992). 

★ Waqar Younis look 4-26 against Holland to set the 
world record of 16 occasions he had taken four or 
more wickets in an innings. Previously he shared the 
record with Wasirn Akram. 

OTHER TRIVIA 

it India ran out five Australian batsmen in Mumbai to 
repeat the West Indian feat in the World Cup final at 
Lord's in 1975. 

★ Both Zimbabwean Flower brothers and openers, 
Andy and Grant were run out against Sri Lanka in 
Colombo—the first such happening in World Cup. 

★ The New Zealand team did not concede a sii^le 
extra against South Africa in Faisalabad—a first 
instance in World Cup matches. 

★ Three pairs of brothers appeared in the same match 
in Patna. The Odumbe brothers Maurice and 
Edward, Tikolo brothers Steve and David and 
Zimbabweans Andy and Grant Flower. 

KANTSRIVASTAVA 
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WILLS WORLD CUP:1996 

THE RECORD 
BOOK 

14th February—^17th March in India, Pakistan and Sri Lanka 

Participating taams 

Sri Lanka, Australia, West Indies, India, Zimbabwe, Kenya, South Africa. Pakistan, New Zealand. England, 
U.A.E., Holland 

CHAMPION: SRI LANKA 

RUNNERSUP: AUSTRAUA 

Two SmifiiMNtts: West Indies and India 

Four Quartarfinalisti; South Africa, Pakistan, New Zealand. England. 

Zimbabwe : 5th in Group A 
Kenya : 6th in Group A 

U.A.E. 5th in Group A 
Holland 6th in Group A 


Total pertormancaa of aach country 



M 

WON 

LOST 

ABNO. 

SUCCESS PERCENTAGE 

Sri Lanka 

6 

6 

0 


100.00 

South Africa 

6 

5 

1 

— 

83.33 

Australia 

7 

5 

2 

— 

71.42 

Pakistan 

6 

4 

2 

— 

66.66 

India 

7 

4 

3 

-- 

57.14 

West Indies 

6 

3 

3 

— 

50.00 

New Zealand 

6 

3 

3 

— 

50.00 

England 

6 

2 

4 

— 

33.33 

Zimbabwe 

5 

1 

4 

— 

20.00 

Kenya 

5 

1 

4 

— 

20.00 

U.A.E. 

5 

1 

4 

— 

20.00 

Holland 

5 

0 

5 

_ 

00.00 


•k Sri Lanka became the second country after West Indies to lift the'World Cup by winning all their matches. 
They won all six matches, played in this World Cup. In the 1975 World Cup, West Indies won all five matches. 
In the 1979 World Cup, West Indies also remained unbeaten, winning four matches. The match against Sri 
Lanka was abandoned without a ball being bowled. In the 1983 World Cup, eventual champions India lost 
two matches. In the 1987 World Cup, champions Australia lost one match. In the 1992 World Cup, 
champions Pakistan lost three matches. 

★ In the last five World Cup finals, the team, batting first won the match. But in this World Cup, Sri Lanka 
defied history—they batted second and went on to win the final. 
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HistiMt total: 

398/5 (50 overs) • Sri Lanka vs Kenya, Kandy, 6.3.1996 

Lowwt total: 

93 (35.2 overs) - West Indies vs Kenya. Pune, 29.2.1996 

Biggoot margin of victoriot 

By 9 wickets; Pakistan—vs U. A.E., Gujranwala, 24.2.1996 
By 169 runs: South Africa—vs U.A.E., Rawalpindi, 16.2.1996 
By 160 runs: South Africa—vs Holland, Rawalpindi, 5.3.1996 


Narrowost margin of victorioa 

By 5 runs: Australia—against West Indies, Mohali, 14.3,1996 
By 11 runs: New Zealand—against England, Ahtnedabad, 14.2.1996 
By 4 wickets: West Indies—against Australia, Jaipur, 4.3.1996 

Highaal Individual Innings 

GaryKireten (South Africa) -188*—against U.A.E., Rawalpindi, 16.2.1996 

Cantarios scorod in tha '96 World Cop 

101: Nathan Astle (New Zealand)—vs England, Ahmedabad, 14.2.96 
188*: Gary Kirsten (South Africa)—vsU.A.E., Rawalpindi, 16.2.96 
127*: Sachin Tendulkar (India)—vs Kenya, Cuttack, r8.2.96 
104: Graeme Hick (England)—vs Holland, Peshawar, 22.2.96 
130: Mark Waugh (Australia)—vs Kenya. Vishakapatnam, 23.2.96 
126: Mark Waugh (Australia)—vs India, Bombay, 27.2.96 
111: Aamir Sohaii (Pakistan) —vs South AFrica, Karachi, 29.2.96 
137: Sachin Tendulkar (India)—vs Sri Lanka, Delhi, 2.3.96 
102: Ricky Ponting (Australia)—vs West Indies, Jaipur, 4.3.96 
161: Andrew Hudson (South Africa) — vs Holland, Rawalpindi, 5.3.96 
106: Vinod Kambh (India)—vs Zimbabwe, Kanpur, 6.3.96 
145: Aravinda D' Silva (Sri Lanka) —vs Kenya, Kandy, 6.3.96 
111: Brian Lara (West Indies)—vs South Africa, Karachi, 11.3.96 
130: Chris Harris (New Zealand)—vs Australia, Madras, 11.3.96 
110: Mark Waugh (Australia)—vs New Zealand, Madras, 11.3.96 
107*: Aravinda D' Silva (Sri Lanka) —vs Australia, Lahore, Final, 17.3.96 

Total number of centuries in 1996 World Cup: 16 in 35 matches. 



Riefcy Ponting of Australia 
hocm tbs yoHogost conUirioo 

In World Cap 


Total number of half centuries 


In Group League 

— 52 in 28 matches 

In Quarterfinals 

— 9 in 4 matches 

In Semitinals 

— 6 in 2 matches 

In Final 

— 2 in 1 match 

Total: 

— 69in35matchos 


Out of the 37 matches scheduled to be played in this World Cup» 35 matches were played. Sri Lanka were 
awarded walkovers against Australia and the West Indies, as both the teams did not play their scheduled 
matches against Sri Lanka in Colombo. 


Most number of SO-plus innings 

Sachin Tendulkar 'India)—Five: 127* 70,90,137,65 
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Best Bowling 

Paul Strang (Zimbabwe)- 


-5 for 21 —against Kenya, Patna. 27.2.1996 


Most Economical Spoil 

Roger Harper (West Indies): 10-4-15»3, against Kenya, Pune, 29.2.1996 
Maurice Odumbe (Kenya): 10-3-15-3, against West Indies, Pune, 29.2.1996 

Most Expensive Bowling 

Rajab Ali (Kenya): 6-0-67-0, against Sri Lanka, Kandy, 6.3.1996 
Manoj Prabhakar (India): 4-0-47-0, against Sri Lanka, Delhi, 2.3.1996 

Highest Wicket taker in the competition 

Matches Wickets AVGE 


Anil Kumble (India): 


15 


18.66 


Sachin Tendulkar has the 
distinctian of being the highest 
run-gottar in this edition of the 
World Cup 


4 or more Wickets in a match 


Bowler 

Country 

Wicket/ron 

Opponent 

Match 

Venue 

Paul Strang 

Zimbabwe 

5/21 

Kenya 

Gr. League 

Patna 

Damien Fleming 

Australia 

5/36 

India 

Gr. League 

Bombay 

Waqar Younis 

Pakistan 

4/26 

Holland 

Gr. League 

Lahore 

Shane Wame 

Australia 

4/34 

Zimbabwe 

Gr. League 

Nagpur 

Shane Warnc 

Australia 

4/36 

West Indies 

Semifinal 

Mohali 

Paul Strang 

Zimbabwe 

4/40 

West Indies 

Gr. League 

Hyderabad 

Roger Harper 

West Indies 

4/47 

South Africa 

Quarterfinal 

Karachi 









Moat nimilMrflf victim ki tht tottmafnant 


Cl 


St Matchn 


Ian Healy (Australia): 


10 


Nhnt numbar of cateliM in tha toumanwnt 

Anil Kumble (India)—8 catches in 7 matches. 

Moat numbar of victim in a match 

Jimmy Adams (West Indies): 5 (Ct-4, St-1) against Kenya, Pune, 29.2.96 
Rashid Latif (Pakistan): 5 (Ct-4, St-1) against New Zealand, Lahore, 6.3.96 

MAN OF THE MATCHES 

First Match: England vs New Zealand—Nathan Astle (New Zealand) 

Second match: West Indies vs Zimbabwe—Curilcy Ambrose (West Indies) 

Third match; South Africa vs U.A.E.—Gary Kirsten (South Africa) 

Fourth match: New Zealand vs Holland—Craig Spearman (New Zealand) 

Fifth match; Australia vs Sri Lanka — Sri Lanka got walkover 
Sixth match: India vs Kenya—Sachin Tendulkar (India) 

Seventh match: England vs U.A.E. — Neil Smith (England) 

Eighth match: South Africa vs New Zealand—Hanzie Cronje (South Afrfca) 

Ninth match; Sri Lanka vs Zimbabwe—Aravinda D Silva (Sri Lanka) 
lOth match: India vs West Indies—Sachin Tendulkar (India) 

11th match: England vs Holland — Graeme Hick (England) 

I2th match: Australia vs Kenya — Mark Waugh (Australia) 

13th match: Pakistan vs U.A.E. — Mustaq Ahmed (Pakistan) 

14th match: West Indies vs Sri Lanka — Sri Lanka got a walkover 
1 Ith match: England vs South Africa—Jonty Rhodes (S. Africa) 

16th match: Zimbabwe vs Kenya—Paul Strang (Zimbabwe) 

17th matrlt: Pakistan vs Holland — Waqar Younis (Pakistan) 

18th match; New Zealand vs U.A.E. — Roger Twose (New Zealand) 

19th match: India vs Australia — Mark Waugh (Australia) 

20th match; West Indies v Kenya — Maurice Odumbe (Kenya) . 

21st match; South Africa vs Pakistan — Hansie Cronje (S. Africa) 

22nd match: Australia vs Zimbabwe—Shane Warne (Australia) 

23rd match; U.A.E. vs Holland — Shaukat Dukanwala and Salim Raja IJoint] (U.A.E.) 
24th match; India vs Sri Lanka—Sanaih layasuriya (Sri Lanka) 

25th match: England vs Pakistan—Aamir Sohail (Pakistan) j 
26ih match: VVest Indies vs Australia — Richie Richardson (W.I.) 

27th match: South Alrica vs Holland—Andrew Hudson (S. Africa) 

28th match: India-Zimbabwe—Ajay .Jadeja (India) 

29th match: Sri Lanka vs Kenya—Aravinda D Silva (Sri Lanka)] 

30th match: Pakistan vs New Zealand—Salim Malik (Pakistan) 

31 St match; England vs Sri Lanka — Sanath Jayasuriya (Sri Lanka) 

(Quarterfinal) 

32nd match: India vs Pakistan—Navjot Sidhu (India) 

(Quarterfinal) 

33rd match: West Indies vs South Africa—Brian Lara (West Indies) 

(Quarterfinal) 

34th match: Australia vs New Zealand—Mark Waugh (Australia) 

(Quarterfinal) 

35th match: India vs Sri Lanka—Aravinda D Silva (Sri Lanka) 

(Semifinal) 

36th match: West Indies vs Australia—Shane Wame (Australia) 

(Semifinal) 

37th match: Australia vs Sri Lanka—Aravinda D Silva (Sri Lanka) 

(Final) 



Mark Waugli not only hat tlw 
moatnnfflborofcanturiaa but alto 
a rocord of scoring two on tin trot 


COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHATTQOADHYAY 
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Highflst Partntrship for oach wickot 


Wicket 

Runs 

Partners 

Teem 

Opponent 

Match 

Venue 

First 

186 

Hudsonland Gary Kirsten 

S. Africa 

Holland 

Gr. League 

Rawalpindi 

Second 

138 

Chanderpaul and Brian Lara 

W.l. 

S. Africa 

Qr. Final 

Karachi 

Third 

207 

Mark Waugh and Steve Waugh 

Australia 

Kenya 

Gr. League 

Vishakapatnam 

Fourth 

168 

Lee Germon and Chris Harris 

N.Z. 

Australia 

Qr. Final 

Madras 

Fifth 

138 

Stuart Law and Michael Bevan 

Australia 

W.L 

Semi Final 

Mohali 

Sixth 

80* 

Salim Malik and Wasirn Akram 

Pakistan 

N.Z. 

Gr. League 

Lahore 

Seventh 

44 

Hitesh Modi and Thomas Odoyo 

Kenya 

W.L 

Gr. League 

Pune 

Eighth 

62 

Dermot Reeve and Darren Gough 

England 

Sri Lanka 

Qr. Final 

Faisalabad 

Ninth 

80* 

Arshad Laiq and Dukanwala 

U.A.E. 

S. Africa 

Gr. League 

Rawalpindi 

Tenth 

17 

Craig Matthews and DeVilliers 

S. Africa 

England 

Gr. League 

Rawalpindi 


17 

Craig Matthews and Paul Adams 

S. Africa 

W.L 

Qr. Final 

Karachi 


Highest Total 

398/5 (50 overs) - Sri Lanka vs Kenya, Kandy, 6.3.96 

Highest match aggregate 

652; Sri Lanka (398/5) vs Kenya (254/7) - Kandy, 1996 

Total performances of each country in World Cup 


M 

Won 

Lost 

Abnd 

Success 

percentage 

West Indies 

37 

25 

12 

— 

67.56 

South Africa 

15 

10 

5 

— 

66.66 

England 

40 

25 

14 

1 

63.75 

Australia 

37 

22 

15 

— 

59.45 

Pakistan 

37 

21 

15 

1 

58.10 

New Zealand 

35 

19 

16 

— 

54.28 

India 

36 

18 

17 

1 

51.38 

Sri Lanka 

31 

10 

20 

1 

33.87 

Kenya 

5 

1 

4 

0 

20.00 

UAE 

7 

1 

6 

— 

14.28 

Zimbabwe 

25 

3 

22 

— 

12.00 

East Africa 

3 

0 

3 

— 

00.00 

(!:anada 

3 

0 

3 

— 

00.00 

Holland 

5 

0 

5 

— 

00.00 


Highest partnership in this World Cup 


Wicket 

Runs 

Fanners 

Team 

Opponent 

Venue 

Year 

First 

186 

Hudson and Gary Kirsten 

S. Africa 

Holland 

Rawalpindi 

1996 

Third 

207 

Mark, and Steve Waugh 

Australia 

Kenya 

Vishakapatnam 

1996 

Fourth 

168 

Germon and Harris 

N. Zealand 

Australia 

Madras 

1996 




Cricket Bats by SG. The Hard Hitters. 

Every stroke packed with tiie power, the punch and 
the acovimulated strength of the willow, coupled 
with craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy that you should 
never be forced to choose between power, 
balance and durability. 

Sweep. Hook. Drive... Step up to new heights. 
Empowered - with SG. 




4 conclusion of :h<* 

/ ^ Wills World Cup, the 
/' president of i he Board of 

Control lor Cricket in India 

(BCCl) Mr. 1. S. Bindra claimed that it 
was the biggest, largest and richest 
World Cup. With twelve teams 
participating, it was certainly the 

oiggest World Cup cricket 

tournament ever. In lact, as Bindra 
rightly says, it has become a trend 
setter for luture World Cups. 


Tlisniain 
■pomora pulled 
out all the stops 
for the World Cup 








Even England, the last bastion of 
tradition in cricket, has agreed that 
three associate members plus nine 
Test playing nations will participate in 
the 7th World Cup scheduled in 1999 
a year before schedule, so that it docs 
not clash with the momentous 2000 
Sydney Olympics. Pakistan's cricket 
supremo Aril Abassi rightly says, "the 
globalisation of cricket is now an 
irreversible trend. It is thanks to the 
initiative of the sub-continent that the 
game of cricket is being spread all over 
the world and to countries we never 
thought had any interest in the game. 
Abassi IS ccrininly right. Even arch 
political Iocs Iran and Israel are 
amongst the 22 associate members of 
the Internaiional Cricket Council 
(ICC). 

Australian lelevision network, 
Channel Nine's survey showed that 
the estimated global audience was 2.5 
to i billion, the largest ever fora 
cricket event. Roughly 600,000 
spectators witnessed the 17 matches 
in India. The total number of people in 
just the Indian segment of the Wills 
World, was more than the total 
audience that witnessed the 1992 
Benson and Hedges World Cup. 

The Indian cricket team may have 
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lost in the semi final but the organisers 
are exuding confidnee. By staging the 
1987 World Cup, the sub-continent 
wanted to be treated as equals by the 
founder members ol the ICC, England 
and Australia. The message and 
success of the 1996 World Cup is 
crystal clear, the sub-continent wants 
to take control of the ICC. No wonder 
Jagmohan Dalmiya is a candidate for 
the Chairmanship of the ICC, from 
1997—2,000 A.D. 

The event's main sponsor ITC 
Limited, the cigarette multinational 
forked out a mind boggling Rs. 42 
crores to have the trophy officially 
named the Wills World Cup.ln 
contrast lor the 4th World Cup in 
1987, Reliance Industries purchased 
the same right for just Rs. 4.5 crores. 
For the 1996 Wills World Cup, ITC 
spent another Rs. 25 crores on 
marketing the event. So overall 
expenditure was Rs. 67 crores. For the 
1992 Benson and Hedges Cup in 
Australia, Benson and Hedges arc 
reported to have paid $5 million. 

ITC is the main sponsor but the 
co-sponsors have also splurged. Coca 
Cola spent about $3.7 million for the 
tag of the 'official drink' of the Wills 
World Cup. They also spent another , 


Tka fimiboyaiit IV ancbeniian plavad an 
iaqHKtaiit part ia bringhiB tha wafid Cap to Iha 
aiasMB 

$.340,000 on hoardings. Coke's rival, 
Pepsi Cola which lost out in the 
sponsorship race, started the "nothing 
official about it" campaign which has 
been quite effeaive. Pepsi sources say 
that the Rs. 70 million campaign has 
resulted in a 60 per cent spurt in retail 
off take. Pepsi signed up several 
popular cricketers, India's skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin, Sachin 
Tendulkar, Vinod Kambli and 
Courtney Walsh to promote their 
campaign. 

Visa, the official credit card of the 
World Cup paid $350,000 for this 
privilege. They even signed on Sachin 
Tendulkar for an undisclosed sum for 
a 'TV advertisement. Indian Overseas 
Bank(lOB) became the official 
bankers fora fee of $350,000. Fast 
food joint Wimpy's also joint'd the 
bandwagon, paying PILCOM a sum of 
$350,000. 

An estimated Rs. 2.4 billion was 
spent by Indian advertisers during the 
five-week long competition, played in 
three countries on the Indian 
sub-continent. The figure includes Rs. 
700 million on press advertisements, 
Rs. 500 million in television (both 
terrestial and satellite), Rs400 million 
on in-stadia billboards a n d Rs. 300 
million on radio. The sight screeti 
advertising on all the venues was 
alone wcirth about Rs. 30 million. For 
the crucial India vs Pakistan quarter 
final match at Bangalore, Star'TV 
hiked their advertisement rates from 
$6,500 to $ 10,000 for a spot of 30 
seconds. Dcxirdarshan's rates were at 
Rs 78,000 for a ten second spot. For 
the India vs Pakistan tie, there were 
two commercials after every over. 
Nearly 200 minutes were reserved for 
advertising for the quarter final tie 
between India and Pakistan. 

World Tel, a Connecticut based 
spon management firm, made a net 
profit of US $ 10 million and re-sold 
them to various terrestrial and 
satellite broadcasters all over the 






Air-conditionrd tents were set up at 
the match venues where a maximum 
of 80 guests were treated to chilled 
champagne, gounnet food and closed 
circuit television at US $485 during 
the initial roundsand $545 per head 
for the semi finals. 

The Wills World Cup will surely go a 
long way in setting a commercial 
trend of sorts for the future 
tournaments that are to follow.And 
one thing is for sure.the 
sub-continent will be calling the shots. 


Official soft drink? 
Mayka. Mayba 
thara'a 

nothing official 
about ttaUbar 


Cricket Protective Equipment by SG. 
The Cricketing Armour, an ensemble of 
craftsmanship, unrivalled even by tradition. 
Engineered around a philosophy 
that you should never be forced to choose 
between safety, durability and oomfoi t. 
Best described by the honours you give 
and the awards we receive. 

So, get set to face the challenge. 
Protected - with SG. 







(NOT-SO) 
WELCOME TO 
MY WORLD? 


Should as many as three non-playing teams be included in 

the World Cup format? Do they spoil 

the tournament or do the pros outweigh the cons? 


BYINDRAVIKRAM SINGH 

OW that the World Cup is 
over, one of the questions 
' that had been uppermost 
in the minds ol most 
people was whether it was necessary 
to have three members of the 
International Cricket Council (ICC) m 


the competition. Since the three 
teams, Holland, Kenya and UAE, 
(who were expected to be 
eliminated,) failed to knock out the 
established sides, barring the surprise 
defeat of the West Indies by Kenya, 
one wonders whether the first three 
weeks were an exercise in futility. 

The three associate members were 



scheduled to play as many as lourteen 
of the ^0 league matches. As it turned 
out—with Austialia and the West 
Indies forleiting their matches in 
Colombo—the non-Tesi 
playing-nations featured in hall ol the 
games that were played. Without 
doubt. It took a massive ellort to sit 
through most of these maiches. 

Not only that, the big teams enjoyed 
themselves at the expense ol the 
United Arab Emirates, Kenya and 
Holland. Gary Kirsten coasted to a 
record World Cup score ol 188 not out 
against the UAE. The Waughs jiosted 
against Kenya a previously 
unatlained 207, which was not only 
the highest partneiship lor the 
third-wicket, but lor any wicket in the 
World Cuj). Foi good measure, Sri 
Lanka eclipsed the previous best total 
by hammering an unimagined 397 for 
five in their 5()-over riin-riot against 
Kenya. Those were the only bombs 
that exploded during their matches in 
Sri Lanka. And Holland returned 
home, with the distinction of being 

Kenya's win against the West Indies was 
the only high point anmng the three associate 
memhers took part in this World Cup 
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the only team to have failed to get off 
the mark in the points table. 

It is not just the ret ords against such 
diabolically weak teams that lose their 
lustre, but the tournament itself gets 
gros.sly devalued. Totals of over ?00 
were registered on five of the seven 
occasions m which the other teams 
batted first against the woefully 
inadequate attacks of these three 
teams. In the other two matches, 
England got up to 279 for four in 50 
overs against Holland and New 
Zealand got only 47 overs to hit up 
276 for eight against UAH. When you 
consider that just eleven 300 plus 
totals were notched up in five World 
Cups prior to this (eight of them were 
in 60-over innings), live in the league 
phase of 1996 is a phenomenal 
number. 


In the seven matches that the 
associate members batted first, not 
once did they put up a total of 200. 
CNi'cpt when Holland scored 216 for 
nine in their 50 overs against the UAE. 
The only time they actually set a target 
of 200 for a senior team was when 
Kenya leached ! 99 for six in 50 overs 
against India. 

Half ol the twelve centuries scored 
in the league phase were against the 
three outsiders, and here one must 
also remember that on the occ.isions 
that they batted first, they were 
unable to put up totals large enough to 
allow the opposing batsmen to reach a 
hundred. Only once did that happen 
when in the Kenya-India match, 
Sachin Tendulkar hit an unbeaten 127. 

Most of the players of the three 
teams have been has-beens. For 


Holland (in oranga) bacama the only taam who 
failod to got any point! in this World Cup. So 
the guaation ia ihould they bo there in the next 
edition? 

example, Flavian .Aponso of Holland, 
in lact, had already played lor Sri 
Lanka in the Masters tournament in 
Mumbai last year. Nolan CMarke, 
ofiening lor Holland at the age of 47, 
made a ridiculous sight. His aggregate 
of runs, not surprisingly, m the live 
innings exceeded his age by just three. 
Considering that he finished playing 
first-class cricket 19 years ago. he was 
bound to be a bit rusty when it came to 
tackling pace bowlers in this premier 
tournament. 

The one bright spot, obviously, was 
Kenya's stunning \ icioiv over the 
West Indies. The Kenyans are a young 
side with an average age ol 26 and a 
majority of indigenous players, and 
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not surprisingly, wctc the most 
impressive ol tlie threeqtialiliers. 

They managed to create a flutter tn 
Group A lor a while by humbling the 
two-time champions. By dismissing 
the West Indies lor the only total 
below a hundred in this tournament, 
they displayed tremendous sell-beliel. 
liven when they were chasing huge 
scores, they invariably matiaged to 
return with their pride intact. 

However, the other two teams 
managed at least one good match 
eaih Holland posed a lew problems at 
Peshawar, hitting up 2 U) lor six in 
reply to 1 ngland's 27*1 foi lout. UAF, 
altei an otherwise disastrous 
tournament, did ptove that they were 
worthy wmneisol the ICC Trophy, ns 
they trounced Holland by seven 
wickets. It may also be added that not 
one of these teams was dismissed lor a 
total that wotild have brotight them 
abject disgrace. The dubious 
distinction ol being skittled out tor the 
lowest total still belongs to Canada, 
who itwde no more than 45 in 40 T 
overtyHiainst lingland in 197*). Btit 
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then, this has been a tournament lor 
bastmen. what with slow wickets and 
not enough bounce and movement to 
assist the bowlers. 

Ultimately, the (jiiestion has to lie 
asked before the next World Cup is 
played—do we need three such teams 
ill the tournament? Is it enough to 
have just one ol them, in addition to 
Zimbabwe, who are still lindingtheii 
bearings at the highest level? One 
does not know what siiape llie politics 
ol the game will take before the 
organisers of the next edition ol the 
tournament sit down to linalise the 
nitty gritty, and wlial compulsions 
they will have. No doubt some people 
will argue that having more ol the 
associate members affords the 
opportunity to globalise the sport. 
Doulitless there is a lot of merit in this 
line of thinking, but such a move also 
lakes tile slteen oil the liiggesi 
tournament in tliis gentlemen's game. 

Perhaps a better way to provide 
opjiortunities to the associate 
members would be to arrage lours to 
the major nations and lor them to play 


The UAE team promised much before the 
World Cup, having been the winners of the ICC 
Trophy, but they also performed poorly 

three and lour-day matches as well as 
against first-class sides This will 
enable them to sharjieii their skills 
and pul them to good efiect in 
one-day trie ket. They should be made 
to c-arn their berili in the World ('uji, 

Havingju si ten teams may jmse its 
own problems to the organisers To 
play a league in two groiijis would 
entail too lew matches, and a double 
league or a league among all theien 
teams will result m lar too many 
games. In 19*^2 there were T9 matches 
played, as against T7 this time. To have 
a similar number ol matches between 
ten teams will necessitate a change in 
format. Maybe a few matches less will 
be a good thing 

But certainly, a long hard look is 
sorely needed il the cricket we are to 
get is to be of the highest quality. Isn't 
that what we all wish to see in the 
World Chip? 
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Brian Lara, Sachin 
Tendulkar and Mark 
Waugh.The Wills 
World Cup has opened 
up a new debate: who's 
the best batsman in the 
world? And why 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


.i AKE one Australian,one 
West Indian and one 
Indian. What do you get? 

' Three men.All 
cricketers.Therc's more, you get one 
common ambitiomto be the best. 
That is the self-imposed brief that 




Mark Waugh.Brian Lara and Sachin 
Tendulkar operate under. Three 
cricketers from equally diverse 
backgrounds,all trying to scale the 
pinnacle of excellence in world 
cricket. And the Wills World Cup 
provided the ideal platform for these 
geniuses to sketch out their brilliance 
in bold colours, while at the same 
time, doing battle against their' 
opponents—and against each 
other.lt was a contest that turned 
out to be a sneak preview,for, their 
best is yet to come and their 
contrasting styles could set the trend 

Sara Tendulkar didn't win tha Aadi.Ha juat 
wan two olbar cart inalaad.lnaatin larma of 
cnnaialancy,could ha ba tha world'c haat 
batauMn? 











for world cricket over the years that 
are to follow. 

Actually, till Mark Waugh came 
along,world cricket was largely being 
dominated by Brian Lara and Sachin 
Tendulkar.lt was a struggle that 


cricketers in the world should be 
friends.The game of cricket would not 
have it any other way. But that is stuff 
for the dressing rooms. What tme sees 
on the pitch,howevcr,is the constant 
struggle to rise above and rc-define 



the heights that the pundits 
constantly predict for each other. 

Tendulkar is the son of a college 
professor from Bandra,Bombay. 
Lara,on the other hand,is the West 
Indian version of the cartoon 
character,Richie Rich. A lonely boy, 
on top of the world. Lara loves the 
good life. Tendulkar loves the game. 
Lara's vision of his own capabilities 
has become slightly blurred ever since 
he went on to record two of the 
highest cricketing scores ever. 
Tendulkar.on the other 
hand,continues to chart his future 
slowly.and steadily...his aim being to 
create the perfect picture, not an 
abstraa one. 

Both Lara and Tendulkar are 
millionaires (Tendulkar slightly more 
so) thanks to the machinations of tlie 
marketing people. But in the quest lor 
wealth, coupled with cricketing 
glory.Lara has become an arrogant 
clone, while his friend has merely 
used it as a yardstick tt) stamp his 
authority on the cricket pitches of the 
world. 

Tendulkar's popularity has not served 
to contuse him.Rather it has 
influenced him to attain greater 
heights. The faa that he finished as 
the highest scorer in the World Cup is 


served up visions of great cricket, but 
every time these two got together, 
Tendulkar seemed to have the upper 
hand. It was almost as though Lara 
operated better when he did not have 
the added burden of trying to impress 
the critics in thepresence of Tendulkar. 

It is sad that these two have to come 
up with their best each time they do 
duty for their country.or play against 
each other.Nevertheless.the 
impending battles between the two ol 
them always manage to raise the 
cholesterol content in the body. It is, 
in a way, fitting that the two best 


Lara’i brillimce (insat) doa* not wirram 
argiiniam.Howavaf,lia it a victim of hit own 
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of the Indian team over the last few 
years,is directly complimentary to the 
heights of greatness that Tendulkar is 
trying to reach...constantly. 

In the midst of the great debate that 
has engulfed these two batsmen, 
along comes another player with 
equal,!! not more subtle talent. Mark 
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a case in point. 

In the long run, longevity may weli 
turn out to be Tendulkar's forte as 
opposed to Lara. It is a simple 
assessment that can be made each 
time one gets the chance to see the 
two of them bat. Lara seems to be in a 
wild rush to exorcise the demons that 
have continued to torment him ever 
since his brush with fame. It is a 
nervous energy that he portrays,but 
which influences him to climb dizry 
heights, till he cannot cope with his 
own brilliance. 

Lara has now become a victim of his 
own tame and this is aptly reflected in 
the problems that continue to trouble 
the West Indies cricket team. It is a 
sittiation in which Lara, wittingly or 
unwittingly, plays a major 
role.Tendulkar.in tltc meanwhile, 
uses his stint as Indian vice-captain as 
an education for the greater glory that 
he is slated for.And the overall success 
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Mark Waugh's bnat at a crickater ana high 
scoring hatsnan linsat) is fairly 
tiaipio: ‘WaNtsoMy and carry a big stick' 
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Waugh looks like the regular version 
of Crocodile Dundeeithe dry, 
sardonic,low profile hero from the 
Australian bush. His deeds are 
momentous, but manner of operation 
stealthy. And quietly but steadily, he 
has made his way up the rankings to 
lay claim to being one of the best 


batsmen in the world. 

Mark Waugh has attained his 
cricketing puberty a little later than 
usual. It is fitting in its own way, 
because he plays with a strange sense 
of calm and comfort that would seem 
to suggest that he is in no hurry at ail 
to see his team win. And when the 


batting is over,the younger Waugh 
twin goes through the motions with 
his beguiling off-spin (and all this with 
his Bolle anti-glares on) as if to suggest 
that he has no care in the world.He 
will even sleepwalk his way through 
catches at slip,making the most 
difficult of them look ridiculously easy. 

Underneath that veneer of 
complacency.Mark Waugh possesses 
one of the shrewdest cricketing 
brains.in a team that has become 
renowned the world over for their 
sheer sense of professionalism...and 
controversies. With the Australians 
becoming more popular for their 
unpopularity.Mark Waugh decided 
that the only way to rid his team and 
himself of this stigma would be to 
perform. And perform he 
did.bccoming the only player in 
World Cup history to score three 
centuries in a single tournament,two 
of them coming consecutiveIy,also 
unprecedented. The world had finally 
been witness to his brilliance. 

It was a brilliance that emanated 
from a total lack of pressurc.unlike 
those that govern the lives of our 
previous two protagonists. Mark 
Waugh is tlie member oi one of the 
strongest cricketing teams in the 
world (don't gel fooled by the final 
result at Lahore). Already 
acknowledged by his captain to be the 
focal point of his teamis 
fortunes, Waugh plods 
on,undeterred,bccausc he knows that 
the current Australian team is 
top-heavy with talent. Not for him, 
the uncertainties of being a 
captain-in-waiting,or the labour that 
goes with carrying the burden of an 
entire team. Which is why Mark 
Waugh’s state of mind is reflected in 
his game:cool,caim and serene. These 
are pointers towards endurance, for, 
'mileage' is Mark Waugh's operative 
word. 

In the meanwhile, here's an 
interesting que$tion:given a 
chance,which of these three players 
would you go to watch? 

Ummm...Catch-22? 
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NO FULL STOPS 

West Indian captain,Richie Richardson bowed 
out from world cricket amidst bickering and ego 
problems. The problems that plague the 
Windies,however,are far from over 


FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, LONDON 


COULD write a 
best-seller altoiil my 
time in the West 
Indies team” said 
Richie Richardson just moments 
belore his announcement that he 
would retire Irorii international 
cricket immediately alter the World 
Cup. 

He surely could and probably 
would once life reverts to a more 
sensible pare, away Irom the 
piessures of lop class cricket. But how 
much would his best-seller be able to 
reflect the best of times in the history 
of West Indian cricket, one wonders. 

Surely the closing chapter of his 
book would contain little that would 
reflect any glory on himself or his 
team-mates. For, it can only narrate a 
detestable episode of bitterness, 
recrimination, distrust and bickering 
that made this great cricketer take his 
linal bow amid an undignified mess. 

No one can say lor sure what 
actually brought things to such a pass, 
what made Richardson such an 
unhappy man leading a team that had 
the likes ol Brian Lara or Courtney 
Walsh or Curtley Ambrose on board. 

Or, were they really on board? Ever 
since Richardson was recalled to lead 
West Indies last March alter having 
recovered from a stress-related injury, 
the quiet Antiguan had been 
beleaguered by grievances all around. 
Worst of all. his prime weapon Brian 
Lara trained his bitterest salvos at the 
skt|>per for reasons the captain could 
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never really fathom. 

Last Slimmer, Lara brought a 
serious charge against Richardson, 
saying the skipper had lost contiol, the 
indiscipline plaguing the team was 
largely Richardson's own making. 
"The ship has no rudder,” was Laia's 
final cruel verdict. 

For Richardson, this was 
devastating; more so because he could 
not figure out what made Lara make 
such an outburst. His immediate 
reaction was Lara was alter his job. 
Hurt, he told his team-mates if they 
believed he had let them down, that 
the Caribbean cruiser did not have a 
rudder, then he would stand down. 
But, he "would not be pushed by 
other people's agenda or ambition”. 
When Richardson said this in a team 
meeting Lara stormed out, believing 
the remark was directed at him. 

No one can be sure if this was Lara's 
guilt complex, or he could indeed read 
Richardson's mind. But the fact is 
such stormy meetings had for some 
time been a regular feature in the 
troubled lives of the confused West 
Indians....long, accusing affairs where 
they thought they would thrash it all 
out, but only ended up hating each 
olhei more intensely than ever before. 

Reports had it that even in Jaipur, 
after the incredible defeat at the hands 
of the unfancied Kenyans, there were 
meetings, several of them, all 
clandestine. And then when things 
came to a head, the boys decided to sit 
down together with their skipper. 


manager and coach. For nearly three 
hours there were fireworks. 
Shoutouts. And the mood that was 
growing darker and darker was 
reflected in Lara's confession: "There 
are problems in the team. Some of us 
don't talk to some others. It is th.n bad. 
It was this situation which made Carl 
ffooper pull out, not malaria.” 

One wonders if Richardson really 
deserved this mess, especially the 
constant digs at his captaincy skills, his 
sense of man-management, his 
leadership qualities, amid a 
cloak-and-dagger atmosphere where 
coaches are sacked unceremoniously, 
the board president resigns, 
government ministers cry for blood 
and players undermine the morale of 
a captain, who came back to cricket to 
do his country's cricket board a favour. 

Richardson decided to step down as 
the West Indian captain last autumn, 
after his team's Sharjah tour. He 
wanted rest. His cricketing authorities 
wanted him to carry on, till the 
Caribbeans could cruise through the 
World Series in Australia, and of 
course the World Cup. 

Here this man was planning to give 
himself a quiet peaceful life, at the end 
of an illustrious cricketing career, 
taking himself away from the 
distrustful quicksands that had been 
laid before him by his own 
team-mates. But when the board 
asked him for a favour, he did them a 
favour. 

Little did he realise then that he was 
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heading towards humiliation, both on 
and off the field. And the cut that was 
unkindest of all came from one who 
had been Richardson's long time 
friend. "If you have a good team, and 
bad management, you can, maybe, 
get along, but a bad team and bad 

management." Lara left the rest to 

our imagination. 


Richardson obviously was hurt. 
"Brian has been a friend, i feel I helped 
him in his early days when he was on 
the frirge of the team. I believe God 
made sure I was at the c-ease when he 
got his elusive first hundred in Sydney 
in 1993, that brilliant 277. We've had 
a good afternoon together, let's leave 
it at lhai." 


Richie Richanison. who wee declaretl the Man 
Of The Match againat Austraiia in Jaipur saved 
the West Indies from the brink of absolute 
humiliation 


Yes, but those happy memories of 
Richie Richardson have almost been 
soured by unnecessary, often unfair 
attacks, at the final hours of his career. 
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.-y ^ WO days before the World Cup 
i final in Lahore, 1 decided to visit 
* the shopping centre called Pace 
whose part owner happens to be 
Imran Khan. The air conditioned 
four-storied department store rivals 
any other in the world, be it in 
Singapore or in Toronto. Of course 
there wasn't much yours truly could 
afford there but a cup of tea at the food 
court. But then, one hadn't gone 
there to shop in the first place. The 
intention was to check out the store, 
and maybe to bump in to Mrs. Haiqa 
Khan (alias Jemima Goldsmith) who. 


1 was told, frequented the store on 
Friday mornings. Unfortunately, I had 
no such luck on that score though I did 
bump into an acquaintance who 
wondered what I was doing there. 
When 1 told him of my intentions, his 
reply was, "Oh she must be busy 
sudrophying’ (The local term for 
pacifying) her grumpy husband". 
When I enquired as what he meant by 
that statement, the fellow told me of 
how every one in Pakistan knew that 
Imran Khan bullied his wife and often 
threw tantrums to get her attention. 
He told me of an instance when a 
friend of his was on the same flight as 
the newly married couple. Imran 
was all huffed up and Jemima 
apparently fought over whether the 
'blinds' on the aircraft window ought 
to be shut or open. Jemima, according 
to this chappie, kept pushing it up 


Isn't H time that Jamima aurrandara maakly tn bar famous husband hnran Khan's stubborn 
tantrums? 



while Im.'an kept pulling it down. 

'Ah, just one of those days'. 1 can 
hear you MCP's sayingl Well then, 
check this out. Just a few days 
previous to that accidental meeting at 
Pace, I was talking to one of Karachi’s 
leading fashion designers who had 
returned from a trip to Bombay on 
that very day. And guess what, she too 
was on the same flight as Mr. and Mrs. 
Imran Khan. And what did she have 
to say about the couple's behaviour ? 
"He seems to be very conceited. Right 
through the flight he seemed to be 
fighting with her and she seemed to be 
mamby-pambying him" 

Jemima apparently was on a brief 
visit to Bombay, and caught up with 
her new hubby who was returning 
from doing television commentary for 
the India-Pakistan match in 
Bangalore. 

So now you can jump to your own 
conclusions! But before you do, let's 
just give you a feedback on what 
other folks here have to say about the 
couple. Jemima seems to have won 
over the sympathy of the women of 
Pakistan, mainly because she has been 
very successful in adapting to the 
ways of the country, not merely in 
dress but, in her mannerisms tot). 

They have even accepted her as 
'Jemima' and not by her Muslim 
name 'Haiqa', which is very surprising 
because 1 met so many Christian ladies 
who now have Muslim names having 
married into that community. 

The menon the other hand, are of 
the opinion that Jemima allows 
herself to be bullied because she 
doesn't have a strong enough 
character to counter that of her 
husband. A harsh judgement especially 
coming from men who order their 
wives to fill sample bottles with their 
favourite scotch so that they can drink 
on the quiet in restaurants. 

But there is a general consensus 
that the Imran-Jemima marriage will 
work unlike so many other high 
profile marriages. That's because, as 
they would say in Pakistan, "l/sme 
jada 'masala' nahi hain " 

Andy O'Brien, Rakistan 





It’s a great challenge 
living up to expectations. 



People expect a lot from those they believe in. Be It a 
member of the national cricket team. Or the people behind 



Philips. 

I am Sachin Tendulkar, vice-captain of the Indian team. My 
job is to give my best to the country, just as Philips does 
by giving you the best with its TVs. 

Philips TVs are the result of a belief in constant 
Improvement I share the same belief. I spend hours 
watching video recordings of my matches. It helps me 
work on my game and perform better the next time. The 
way Philips uses new technology and adds new features 


PHILIPS 


to Improve its TVs. 
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Philips and I. Always ready for a challenge. After all, that's 
what spun us on to make things better. 
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"My job depends on deadlines. 



which means I have no time for long petrol lines during the day. With the best petrol 
average, the 4S Champion was an obvious choice when I went in for a 
vehicle.ln every way the Champion is like me. In the 

end we both have to 
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deliver, what we promise. 


*This is an authentic customer statement. 
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Protect your car engine 
from heat-stroke! 
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I hi! Iieiil itisido can he killing for an ongine. To boat the heat, just water won't do. Your car needs 
Servo Kool Tlie triple-action coolant that meets the highest japane.se standard- JIS K22.'t4 requirements. 

► .Servo Kool keeps the engine cool even under severe stress and in extreme temperatures. 

► Servo Kool acts as an anti-freeze in cold climes. Servo Kool prevents corrosion from chemical 
deposits and ru.st. Improves life and efficiency of the engine, radiator and watiir pump. 

Servo Kool. From Indianoil's RSI) (ientre. A refreshing way to kectp your enghie cool! 
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TRUE BLUES 

Riddled by roller coaster 
perlorinances, controversial 
selection procedures and 
constant bickerinj’, has Indian 
cricket lost that lean and hungry 
look? 


n, tf s U j( ,MA1 '11*. MA'.HBlt«Afd PAb 




HORSE TRADING REARS 
ITS UGLY HEAD 

READERS'QUIZ 


THE FALL GUY 

Manoj Prabhakar retires from 
international cricket. Or does he? 
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TRUE BLUES 

Riddled by rotter coaster performances, 
controversial selection procedures and constant 
bickering, has Indian cricket lost that lean and 
hungry look? 



■, ►. HE heading on our cover, we 

i would like to believe, 
suggests the state Indian 
cricket finds itself in today. 
Truly in the blues! 

And if some experts are to be 
believed, then the heading could also 
have different connotaiions.Lately, 
the very committment of most of die 
players in the team has been 
questioned, which would provide a 
totally different twist to 'True Blues' 
for, then the implication is that not all 
of them are true to the blue cap that 
they wear while representing India. 

The quotes in the box on this page 
would suggest the various problems 
that Indian cricket is laced with 
presently.But the problems don't end 
therc.The articles which follow, first 
on the selection controversies (Horse 
Trading rears its ugly head) and then 
Manoj Prabhakar's post- retirement 
outburst (Fail Guy!) further highlight 
the rut Indian cricket finds itself in. 

The point is that one win or even 
two, should not be sufficient to sweep 
these problems under the carpel, as 
seems to have been the case over the 
last few years.Prevention, they say, is 
better than cure and the Board ought 


to realise that there is a disease m the 
"system" which is not cured 
automatically by an occasional win 
here and there. 

In our story, Prabhakar too blames 
the "system”.But what is the 
"system"? 

The Oxford Dictionary tells us that it is 
"the complex whole”.And that’s what 
the establishment ought to take a look 
at and review.From the selection 
procedures which select the selectois, 
to the fact that contemporary limited 
overs cricket is a totally dilferent ball 
game requiring totally dilferent 
ingredients for success; be it a new 
caiitam ora pinch-hiiierasan opener. 

There must surely be something 
wrong with a system whic h setids a 
cricketer, who is so out ol form tfiat he 
is dropped frotti his ollice team.on a all 
expenses patd shojiptng trip to 
Singapore under the garb ol the 
Indian blazer .There must be 
something wrong with a system in 
which the chairman ol selectois first 
hatches a plot along regional lines ,is 
successful in implementing it, and 
then issues a statement tiie following 
day criticising the very system he used 
to achieve his ends. 



ALWAYS THE LATEST 






I've been crying myself hoarse for 
all of four years that Mohd. 
Azharuddtn simply wasn't fit to 
lead. As a captain he's an absolute 
idiot...Moreover, after his personal 
hassles, is he in the proper frame of 
mind to lead India when Azhar 
doesn't even seem to know the 
direction his personal life is 
taking? How can he be relied upon 
to take the team in the right 
direction? 

—Bithan Singh Bndi. 

Very few seleaors have the guts to 
have their dissensions recorded in 
the minutes of the meeting, for 
that gives the impression that the 
body is divided. So rather than 
record their differing views, they 
prefer to go with the flow. 

One wonders whether the 
Indian skipper has also gone with 
the flow or has recorded his 
difference of opinion in the 
minutes of the meeting. For if he 
has not. then there is no point 
going to the media to complain 
about his suggesti»)ns being 
overruled. .After all, the question 
can be asked that if fielding first in 
the semi-finals was a consensus 
decision of the team, then what is 


wrong with a consensus decision 
taken by the selection committee? 
Isn't there a saying that you can’t 
have your cake and eat it 
too?— Sunil Gavaskar. 

If we are going to continue relying 
on just Sachin Tendulkar, we 
might as well only play 
single-wicket cricket. I mean, 
what's the point of fielding eleven 
guys — Biahan Singh Bedi after 
India'a loan to Paki^n. 

Besides Anil Kumble, Sachin 
Tendulkar is the one who gets 
quite upset when India's not doing 
well.... I'm not too sure whether 
the others have the same depth of 
feeling— Sunil Gavaskar. 

Indian cricket is probably in for 
troubled times again. A lot of 
questions remain to be answered 
on the organi.sational lapses at 
several match-staging centres. And 
now we have a selection 
committee, some of whose 
members could not rise above the 
temptation of pandering to narrow 
regionalism — Criekat writer 
S.K.Sbam comnanting on tha 
soloction scandal. 


Tlierc must be st^methmg wrong 
with a system in which the captain's 
lortunes llucluate like a yo-yo, up in 
the clouds one day and down in the 
dumps on the other,when the truth oi 


the matter is that in reality heis juM a 
good guy turned lucky in ilie first 
place. 

Andy O'Brien 
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HORSE TR/y 
ITS UGLY 


The surprise omission of 
VinodKamblU Salil 
Ankola and Manoj 
Prabhakar has caused a 
scandal The question is, 
why were these three 
dropped and on what 
basis? The answer seems 
to be the usual one in 
Indian cricket: horse 
trading 


BY BAHUt.’GHANDAWARK 


INOD KAMBLl made a total 
of 176 runs in the recent 
Wills World Cup It was the 
third highest by an Indian 
batsman alter Sachin Tendulkar. As a 
consistent frontline batsman, he also 
produced some match-winning 
knocks in this World Cup. 

For instance, when we were 
precariously poised at 127 for 5, 
chasing the West Indies total of 173 at 
Gwalior, he hoisted the dangerous 


Ambrose for a huge six and scored an 
unbeaten 33 runs in 5*) balls to ensure 
victory for us. In the match against 
Zimbabwe, when we were leduced to 
a Ic'wly 3 lor 32, in walked Kambli to 
score a blistering 106 in just 110 balls 
with 11 hits to the rope. It was this 
innings and his 142-run partnership 
for the fourth wicket with Navjot 
Singh Sidhu (80) that ensured a good 
enotigh score lor us to beatZimbabwe. 

Karnbli's consistency and 
prolessionalisin continued as he made 
a quickfire 24 m 26 balls against the 
Pakistanis, when India urgently 
needed tuns. And finally, when most 
Indian batsmen succumbed on a 
turning Fden Gardens track against 
Lanka, Kambli put his head down and 
remained unbeaten on 10 in 29 balls. 
And the tears that flowed down his 
cheeks, were the tears of a line fighter, 
who hated the idea of giving the 
match to Sri Lanka by default. 

Kambli has been a very successful 
international batsman. His one-day 
record conlirriis this fact beyond any 
doubt. His 63 one-day games have 
given him a total of 1917 runs, at an 
attractive average of 40.78 runs per 
innings. 

This puls him second only to Navjot 




DING REARS 
HEAD! 

Singh Sidhu who has an average of 
42.65 Tendulkar has only now joined 
ihis exclusive cluh (alter the Singer 
Cup) with a 40.12 average. There are 
only 11 international batsmen in the 
40+ club with a minimum of 1000 
runs to their credit. 

And so what has been the net result 
of all this? 

He is dropped from the Indian team. 
Salil Ankola. the medium fast bowlet 
from Mumbai, is another case in 
point. Recently, he became the 
highest wicket-taker m the Deodhar 
Trophy one day tournament with a 
rich haul of 11 wickets at an economy 
rate of 2.67. In the World Cup, he wis 
given only one opportunity against Sri 
Lanka at New Delhi. In a match, in 
which all the Indian bowlers 
including Srinaih. Venkatesh Prasad, 
and Prabhakar were mauled by the 
Lankan batsmen. Ankola did well by 
comparison, liy restricting the 
rampaging I.ankans with a spell of 
5-0-28-0. In spite of this perlormante, 
he was not given a look-in lor the rest 
of the tournament. 

This has, of course, been the story of 
his life. When he made his 
international debut along with 
Tendulkar way back in 1989, he has 











played only one Tesi man li and 15 
one-day inicrnaiuinals in seven long 
years. He has pic ked up 11 wiekeis in 
the I ■> maldies played and has, over 
ihe years, niaiiired into a eraliy swing 
bowler, hven a master batsman like 
Tendulkar was all at sea against 
Ankola in the India-A veisus India-U 
trial matches played at the liden 
Gardens in Marc h,’ys. 

And what is the reward lor his 
persistence? 

He IS sacked Irom the Indian team. 
Then you have Manoj Prabhakar. 
Perhaps India's most aggressive and 
consistent all-rounder in leceiit times. 
His one-day international 
perlorniance speaks Icir itself. He has 
amassed I8S5 runs at an aveiage of 
24.09 runs, taken IS7 wickets, with 
an economical average of 28.87 and 
held 36 matches in the 129 matches 
that he has played. By any standards, a 
very consistent all-round 
(K’rlormanee. But when his opening 
two overs against Sri Tanka cost him 
33 runs at New Delhi, he was diopped 
like a hot potato 

And what is the reward lor his 
consistency over the years.’ 

He is dropped horn the Indian team. 

There are painful repercussions lo 
these sackings. The talented KarnblTs 
conlidence must have taken a seveie 
beating. Ankola likewise must he 
running out oi ideas to stay motivalc-cl 
and Prabhakar has decided to enier 
politics India therc’loredoc-snot nc-ed 
Kanatunga, Jayasuriya and co. lo be 
them. Our very own M/s 
Vishwanath, Kimgta, Paiidovea; 
can do the same damage and mo. 
Thank you 




How did this happen? 

Well, for starter.s, the age-old 
'horse-trading' system has been 
revived by Vishwanath and eo. 

Writing in the Asian Age, veteran 
journalist S.K.Sliam investigating into 
the selection farce said, "finding his 
way blocked by the only other ex-Test 
player on the selection committee, the 
chairman (Vishwanath) had to turn 
elsewhere for supjMtrt. He knew for 
sure that Kishen Rimgta (Gentral 
Zone) always took the line ol least 
resistance, and, as such, may not be . 
amenable lo his suggestion. He looks 
lo the two others, Sambaran Banerjce 
(East) and M.P.Pandove (North) and 
offers the carrot of one spot in the 
team for each of the two selectors. 

Each wanted a pound of his flesh in 
the form ol support for their candidate. 

The old system of horse trading is 
revived. 'Yours, mine and ours' is the 1 Cup. Frankly, I fail to understand 


vinoo MiiiDii; mere was no lusMication in 
dropping him. Picture shows him in action 
against Zimhabwe in the Wills World Cup 
where be scored a classv 106 

botiomline in the tacit understanding 
between the three selectors and out 
goes Prabhakar, Kambli and Ankola. 
And in comes Rahul Dravid, no doubt 
the most piomising, Vikram Raihore 
and Prashani Vaidya, far from 
deserving on their cuiient form." 

Former Test cricketers, Ravi Shasiri 
and Dilip Vengsarkar also came down 
severely on the senseless selec tion 
Shastri writing in Sunday Midday 
said, "It is the Indian selectors who 
have gone berserk. The selection ol 
the team to Sharjah is a farce. I think 
the team that played in the World Cup 
should have been retained. Three- 
players have had lo pay the penalty 
for the gutless assessment ol tfie 
team's performance in the World 
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what the replacements have done, to 
merit selection over the players, who 
have been dropped. Apart from Rahul 
Dravid, the others do not even have 
performances to back their claim. " 

Similarly, Dilip Vengsarkardoes not 
mince any words when writing in the 
same paper. He said, "I personally feel 
that the dropping of Salil Ankola was 
an unwarranted move. He played in 
only one match in the World Cup and 
he bowled reasonably well. He was 
sidelined for the rest of the matches 
and that is what makes one wonder 
why he has not been persisted with, 
despite virtually not playing at all. But 
unfortunately, the selectors appears 
to have indulged in horse trading 
while picking the teams for the 
tournaments in Singapore and 
Siiarjah. It is rather sad too, for young 
V inod Kanibli has also been made a 
victim of this. Purely as a batsman, he 
has certainly done better than Azhar 
and Manjrekai in the World Cup and 
yet, he has been shown the door. 1 
guess, the selector representing the 
West Zone did not count among the 
majority when the gentlemen of the 
seleclion committee got down to the 
task of choosing a team. Well, that is 
Indian selection lor you!" 

So are M/s.Vishwanath and co 
guilty ol a crime? CM course, they are. 
There is no doubt at all, especially aftci 
Vishwanath tried to cover his tracks 
while talking to a press agency by 
sayitig, "The tpiota system on the 
zonal basis in the committee rarely 
helps.." When asked il he was utidei 
p.'-essure to help to drop or pick a 
player, he said, "I had never 
experienced such things in my tenure 
in the committee. (Well then, who is 


he trying to fool?!) 1 have heard that 
such things existed in previous 
committees." 

Tell me, can somebody seriously 
miss the guilt in all these statements? 

Be that as it may, his suggestion of a 
three-man selection committee, 
comprising of all former Test players 
makes a lot of sense. But why have we 
been talking about this for over two 
decades, instead of putting it into 
action? Non-Test cricketers like 
Rungta, Pandove and Banerjee have 
already created enough chaos. 

Today, a good selection of the 
national II is half the battle won. At 
the Singer Cup, both Pakistan and Sri 
Lanka brought with them their 
unchanged World Cup combinations. 
Of course, Pakistan had to make two 
changes, which were inevitably due to 
the non-availability of the original 
players. We need to learn from this. 
The constant 'chop and change’ policy 
of the Indian selectors demoralises the 
sacked players, upsets the morale of 
the team, and spells failure for the 
crickei team. 

What needs to be done is this. M/s. 
Vishwanath and co. need to be sacked 
instead. A three man selection 
committee comprising of former Test 
players needs to be appointed 
immedialeiy. Cricketers of the calibre 
of Pataudi, Gavaskar and Kapil Dev 
could form that trio and dismissed 
players like Kambli, Ankola and 
Prabhakar need to be re-instated with 
immediate effeci for the tour of 
Fngland. We don't need horse traders 
anymore. We need responsible 
ex-Test CTicketers to nurture the 
future of Indian cricket. 

Is Mr.Bindra listening? f|i 
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THE FALL GUY 


Manoj Prabhakar, after 
years of being the 
establishment's favourite 
whipping boy, retires 
from international 
cricket Or does he? 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


IS Idcc sm-nnis (nit just one 
message. 'You can hate 
ine.liui you can't ignore 
me'. 

Mano) Praliliakar is 32 today; an 
e\-cricketer. A lar cry from the 
evplosive lorceol nature which he 
once was, lour-live years ago. Those 
were colourful days, when the media 
used to go hananas sketching his 
every move with an analysis ol their 
own, gleefully adding ifio.se extra 
doses of coloiii to their creation of Mr. 
Hyde. And in keeping his silencc.or in 
expressing himself rather explosively, 
I’labhakar did little in and out of the 
field to dispel that image. He was a 


creature from the A'-fi/es 

The Prahhakar one got to see prior 
to the '96 World Cup was a lot more 
refined The years spent in 
international cricket had given him a 
sense ol stability He was more human 
and that made him a lot less 
dangerous to his critic s. Prabhakar 
was still not on talking terms with ail 
those who once castigated him (read: 
media shy) but that's because, "f let 
my Cl icket do all the talking." 

Not always, as this piece will reveal, 
when Prabhakar is at peace with the 
world, he will make small allowances. 

Prabhakar, you see, was essentially 
a good guy. A high maintenance 
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cricketerrcxaaing, totally competitive 
and sensitive, but good nevertheless. 
After all, how many cricketers were 
opening both the bowling and the 
batting for their country? It was a 
highly exarting job-profile, designed 
to make most men avoid the 
responsibility from it all. It was, 
nevertheless, a responsibility that 
Manoj Prabhakar did not shirk from. 

Even more creditable was the fact 
that Prabhakar had been doing 
overtime for the Indian cricket team, 
day in and day out, for at least three 
years or more? This kind of job profile 
would make most hardened 
professionals bump hard heads with 
the management, but the bottom iine 
was that for Prabhakar 1 does not exist 
in the word team. And he was smart 
enough to know that. Moreover, he 
was at his best when he was playing 
for the unit. If there were occasional 
slip-ups that occurred because of that, 
then they must be attributed to all the 
pressures that build up as a result of 
Prabhakar's jtrolessional brief. 

Pressure? Prabhakar was just too 
intense to even know, let alone feel, 
what it was to let that thought get into 
his psyche. When you're coming in to 
open the batting, or the bowling, your 
mind is focused. What bcgitis to form 
in your brain is translated as a game 
plan. 

Not pressure. 

Prabhakar was in total agreement, 
when explaining prior to the World 
Cup that, "The way I'm doing my job. 
I'm quite satisfied. In the World Cup, 
the team needs to get good starts and 
in a way I'm responsible for that. I'm 
totally Incused on the Job at hand. I 
know it's not going to be easy, but I've 
done it for so long now." 

And while t|ucstioning his future 
plans, Prabhakar (at that time) was 
definitely not supponive ol anyone 
else filling in for him. He believed that 
he was going for a loiig haul. And just 
by watching him, you got that faint 
whiff of doggedness and stoicism. It 
was a gladiator's spirit that dwelled 
inside this all-rounder, where all is 
sacrificed for performance. This sort of 
aura was enough to assure the fan that 
as far as Prabhakar was concerned, he 



Down but maybe not outlt is sad that the 
'system' had to decide Prabhakar's career by 
forming an opinion in just two overs 


need not settle for a dull time. 


Prabhakar was high octane,when 
he played and when he spetke. 

.Right up to the day when, in a fit 
of rage and humiliation,he called a 


press conference and announced to 


the media that he was effectively' 


retiring from international cricket. 


The announcement was not made 
because a jaded Prabhakar wanted to 
opt for the ‘Golden Handshake' 


Rather it was the result of the 


humiliation and indignity heaped 


upon him by certain ‘Esteemed 


officials'. As Prabhakar himself 
summarised, "I feel sad at the manner 
at which I 
have to go. I feel victimised. 1 am not 
being a coward by quitting, but being 
wise,considering the events of the 
recent past." 

Having made the formal 
announcements.Prabhakar, went a 
step further and proclaimed that his 
retirement was 'all pre-planned and 
may happen toanycricketet. All 
players of the Indian team are in fear 
and hesitate to talk freely as a sword is 
hanging over their head." Having said 
that, Prabhakar hastily added that he 
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Pnbhakar wllb hii ikjBpar Mohd. AzhamikUn: 
mvar the bait of friann 


had no probienis nor bore any grudge 
against former Indian manager, Ajit 
Wadekar or Indian captain 
Azharuddin (though it is also true that 
he was not the best of friends with 
either of them). 

It would not be a stray thought if 
one were to assume that Prabhakar 
had taken a rather hasty decision.The 
general feeling was that he had at least 
two years of cricket left in him. 
Prabhakar, while admitting to this, 
went a step further and spoke 
exclusively to Sportsworld saying, "I 
did not do anything in a hurry.I sat 
down and discussed things with my 
family before arriving at a decision. 
You see, I could not put up with this 
kind of humiliation any longer. As a 
professional cricketcr.I looked after 
the interests of the Board and the 
team. Bui today people are saying a’.l 
sorts of things. They only sympathised 
with me, and my decision, after I 
announced my reliremeni. But in the 
days following my 
announcement,not one person from 
the Board or the team came out in 
front and gave me the confidence." 

Prabhakar further justified the 
extent of his disgust.by slamming the 
selectors for saying that they might 
consider recalling him for the tour of 
England in May this year.provided off 
ccturse he performs."Where will I 
perlorm,” he countered. "Tell them 
not to shoot arrows in the dark.If the 
team management lias ignored me 
now,why should thVy think of me 
later? And lurthermore,tf they did 
want to call me back,then why didn't 
they at least have the courtesy of 
calling me up and telling me that. It 
only helps to give a player the 
c(»nlidence that he needs so badly. I 
mean,as a cricketer I have always 
managed to look after the Board's 
interests. But not one of them came 
out in front to reassure me and give 
me the confidence. Let us not forget 
one thingrthere is a cricket Board only 
because there are cricketers and not 
the other way around. And as for my 
recall being subject to my 
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pcrlornicince.tell me where will 1 PrabbakarwHhhnwiie.Sandl^a.Anew have been playing for well over a 

pt rtorm since there is not much of a career now awaits himtpolitician or decade, by judging me in just two 

domestic season...in iny house,or in overs shows just how uncertain they 

my garden.^” would send me out to open the are." 

Thelaci is thaiManoj Prabhakar's innings in one match and then Prabhakai.vvhile spewing all the 

unrecpiited loveaflair' with the suddenly,they would demote me venom that he could possibly 

Indian team management has been down to No.6 in the order. What muster, was carelul not to get into 

going on forquite some time now and would a normal person gauge from specifics like mentioning names of 

a c!i$traughl Prabhakar is the first to thc'se moves. That Manoj Prabhakar is certain individuals. Though all the 

admit to this. When pressed for details not performing? No,on the contrary it vc hile it was {|uite evident that he was 

all he had to say was that, "Their shows the team management's leleting to one or two individuals with 

allergy towards me has been obvious uncertain state of mind. And this whom he has never got along. Was it 

for quite some time now. It was uncertainty has been existing foi A/.haruddin,or was it the former 

evident in the way they were juggling (luite sometime now. Their manager, Ajit Wadekar that 

me around as far as my bowling and knowledge of team and nlayer Prabhakar was talking about? "I'm 

batting was concerned. They would selection can swing from the talkingabout the entire system," he 

give me five overs in one match and uncertain to the ridiculous. The fact shot back. "1 mean, these people had 

only two overs in the other. They that they decided my fut ure,and 1 no guts to come up and face me. Why? 
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SAIL'S commitment to sports of champions SAll has gf^ the 'W 

begins at Its plant level. nation. Champions who have won 

Especially because many of these India fame and glory in the 

plants are located in tribal national andinternatlorMlahoilii., ?'-^ 

- , ' ■ ’ >4 

belts - the natural habitat of Over the years, SAIL hasdlio 

sports stars In the making. been sponsoring prestigious evttrts . 

SAIL sources sportsmen from such as the Davis Cup, Durand?; 
such tribal areas, as well as from National Throwball Championship . 

schools and Its employees' and JLN Champion Colleges Hockey r| 

• ■ *'4 

children. SAIL catches them young. Tournament, besides organising the : 

Motivating such talent are the SAIL Trophy Cricket Toumwawt 
scholarships It offers, and the etc. 

well-equipped academies and stadia Facts that Indicate the ' 

it has set up. extent to which SAIL promotes 

The result is the large niBiter Indian sports. 


CHAMPIONS IN SPORTS 

Sl». fNmiOlllIV « MBM Uffl^ 



PERSONALITY 


Because they were wrong. How many 
people can I possibly sit back and 
blame now. Forget about Ajit 
Wadekar.he'sout ol the system. And 
reinember.that I'm talking about the 
overall system. 

"I have tried to do the best that I 
could," said a suddenly emotional 
Prabhakar. “I believed that I was a 
champion and always tried to play like 
one But I always prayed to tiod 
asking for one wish: I always wished 
that I did not have to end my career so 
badly. That was all. But on the flip 
side.l have suddenly realised that the 
public loves me so much. That turned 
out to he the only saving grace. Which 
is why I have reiterated that il I ever 
come back.it will be for the publit and 
not because the Board wants me to.' 

"You know," continued Prabhakar 
taking me for short trip down memory 
lane in the course ol our interview, ”1 
loved playing my cricket, " lie 


explained, "With me it was a plus 
point. At least I had a choice to do well 
in either one or both my departments 
on a particular day.If I failed in my 
baiting, then 1 looked forward to my 
bowling.lf 1 felt that 1 was doing well 
in one department it encouraged me 
to do well in the other .Finally, you 
ended up giving one hundred 
percent... 

. ."Always." 

I couldn’t help but think:Manoj 
Prabliakar's sense of duty had nothing 
to do with the feeling of obligation and 
appreciation that he had lor the 
game.When he first swung the bat or 
bowled a ball.he wasn't branded as 
'special'.In facl.he was never 
encouraged to believe that he had any 
special talents at all.ln spite of that,he 

On the field.it was his competitive instinct that 
constantly kept Prabhakar on his feet and 
fighting 


played all the games he could, never 
asking for a quarter.nevcr giving one. 
Which was why in 1 994:,S[)onsworld 
and its readers voted him to be their 
Sportsperson of the year. The 
distinction was not to measure his 
celebrity, but to acknowledge his 
honest-lo-goodness hard work. 

Prabhakar's success was his own. 

Small wonder why.twelve years 
down the line.hc has entered those 
boxes in the library 
marked 'Prabhakarrescarch 
material'. He has, in cffeci,oiJtlasted 
many young pretenders who dared to 
dream. More importantly.he had 
endiired.But he has never forgotten. 
Which was exactly liow.and why.he 
performediPrabhakar used his trials 
and tribulations and all those 
moments when people doubmd him 
as a catalyst lor his motivation. 

But he has soltened,though only 
just a little... 

CHAKHABI H t' 



16 





"I think that in the past I was a lot 
more aggressivc.PeopIc used to say 
that,' Pe/i lana rehta hav'lHe's always 
aggressive) .That is both justified and 
unjustified to some extent." 

Not everyone questions the purity 
ol these mottves.so Prabhakar goes on 
to tell you that this is what he has 
learnt. There was also another 
principle,”! hated losing,"he 
confessed. "1 know it's all part ol the 
gaine,but I always went all out to try 
and win. I thought that as far as my 
team was concerned,! was the man." 

While describing Prabhakar,the 
word stubborn does come to mind. 
Actually,it's the perfect word. Only in 
Prabhakar's case it signifies the 
doggedness with which he stuck to his 
principles. Whether that makes much 
sense to us is really not the point. 

Prabhakar's devotion to his 
principles—to play well at every 
opportunity— knew no reason. He 


Prabhakar aftar filiag his namiaalioa for tha 
Cong (T) rebel faction. Will ha finally set tha 
tystani' right? 

believed that in between going in to 
take off his pads and picking up the 
bail.he had only so many minutes of 
'focus time' available to him,and this 
he liked to save for the game. 

And the jiitch is where Prabhakar 
was most articulate,"! never lost my 
aggressidn.ln the end! did not show it 
so much on the field,but it was 
there...in the garb of my 
performancc.And that was the way! 
wanted it to be," he said. 

He has fresh goals today.likc taking 
a dekko into politics and contesting 
from South Delhi undera Congress(T) 
ticket and how irdnical for Prabhakar 
that it sfiouid be a rebel faction of 'the 
establishment'.And if his stint as a 
politician does not work.Prabhakar 
will continue to promote 


Naturence.his herbal beauty products 
company. Manoj Prabhakar does not 
want to sketch his expertise over the 
course of just one tiption. To him it is 
like performing well in just one season 
as opposed to playing steadily 
throughout. He believes that the trick 
is not just to be remembered lor a 
great year but a great carepr. 

Perhaps this was why he had 
become such a cagey veteran. But 
then.these people were useful too 
while playing their cricket, thanks to 
their athletic obstinacy and surprising 
longevity. Which was why in 
Prabhakar's case.the rules should 
have been bent a bit. The formula for 
success you see.does not always lie in 
the mind. Sometimes, it lies in your 
heart. 

Prabhakar said that. But then 
Prabhakar says many things,one of 
them being that he may be back... 'by 
public demand."# 
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QUESTIONS 


According to Greek 
mythology who is the 
Goddess ot Chess? 

Which is the second 
oldest cricket club of 
the world? 

Name the four 
countries which have 
been represented at every 
summer Olympic Games 
since thev started in 1896? 
Answer to Q.No.4 


Name the Chief 
Minister of an Indian 
State who had been the 
captain of the hockey, 
cricket, football and 
athletics team of his 
University? 

Which is the only 
animal to be listed in 
Wisden's births and deaths? 

How is Auckland 
Park now 
known? 

Who was the first 
Indian cricketer to get 
an Atjuna Award? 

Which Indian 
cricketer has the 
dubious distinaion of 
having more wickets to his 
credit than runs? 



AittworttQ.lloJ 


V 


ANSWERS 


L.OdfA. 

9. C^cutta Cricket Club (Establishcid 1792). 

). (heat Briudn, Giveoe. Australia Ibid 
Smbaeriaod; 

4. BiDufttnaik. 

9. Peter tlur Cat. Aonnintm s^ 
for many years. 

4. Bdenfark 

7. spBmPiuTani. 

B.B.S.C2iandrasekharwhotO(d(;242 :■ 
wickets but <»>idd score only 147 runsln 
his career. 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPILED BY; 



MISBAHKALEEM, 
INDIA ENTERPRISES, 
34,C.G.R.Road, 
CALCUTA-700023. 













VIEWPOINT 


FIFTY-FIFTY 

Fifty percent of the Witts World Cup was 
cricket. The rest was advertising 

World Cup will be remenibcrcd for 
the avalanche of advertisements it 
brought with it. 

The battle of the bottle dominated. 
Coke and Pepsi slugged it out on 
sub-continental cricket fields. A huge 
and gnwesque looking bottle was 
dragged on to the field at various drink 
intervals. The Pakistani version, 
however, was a bit smaller (another 
victory for us!). Pepsi concentrated on 


> BY KAUSTUV BASU 

' VERY ball bowled during the 
Wills World Cup had Rs.2.?3 
lakh riding behind it. 

Now, that IS an awful lot of 
money. A far cry from the days when 
Prudential Insurance sponsored a laid 
back World Cup for around Rs. 70 
lakh. 

More than anything else the Wills 


trying to remove the little illusions 
that arc still harboured about the 
game i.e. about cricket being a 
gentleman's game, etc. etc... 

This drink had nothing official 
about it. But companies and brands of 
all hues and colours jumped on to the 
official bandwagon faster than Indian 
wickets tumbled at the Eden. They 
even had an official chewing gum! 
One wag, remarked that by the lime 
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AtOKtMIfRA 

the next World Cup comes around neighhourhood Cable TV wallahs got the "mother of all cricket matches, 

they might just think of official around to broadcasting local ads. Like For the last month and a half, 

condoms. Jayasuriya's pinch-hitting there was people in the sub-continent seemed to 

The raving exhibitionism of the ads no respite. be doing little else. But so did the 

had to be seen to be believed. They Asian Paints were a .shade subtler. advertisers. Most companies suddenly 

were broadcast by the bushel, and Carrying on with their mcra wala seemed to have discovered form —of 

links with cricket however tenuous. cream campaign, the blue colours of the cricketing kind that is. Some ads 

were exploited. It was a media the Indian team were designated were bree/y, some had witty banter 

opjtortunity not to be missed and as hainara wala blue. After the Indians but most were a brazen and crude 

suddenly everyttne was riding had lost to the Lankans it was changed display of gimmickry, 

piggy-back to salute the spirit of to wwhara wala blue. Cadbury's went From grumpy housewives to the 

cricket. to town on the day of India's genuine cricket maniac, everyone was 

But those peddling officials will be semi-finals with an ad showing a part of the World Cup cricketing cake, 

in lor a rude shock. According to a father writing out a banner. It said, ft might not be cricket's greatest year 

survey by an agency "official" is one "My son missed 1983, please make his as Star Sports prefers to put it but this 

word that young people haled most. day."The Indian team didn't but V^ar will certainly be remembered 

And those who didn't fork out the Cadbury's day had certainly been when the advertiser's barrage almost 

moollah to snatch the official rights made. The sentimental ad had caught threatened to divert attention from 

status had a cleverer way of getting the fancy of many. Couples frolicked fhe going-ons on the green, 

around. They just had to wish the uselessly while Sunil Gavaskar, Hongkong Bank perhaps, 

team best of luck. M'escos decided to Wadekar and'Mike Brearley inadvertently, summed up the mood 

go one step further. They advertised sermon ised on partnersnips and the best with its ad for Anytime Money 

cheeky messages like the one meant like. Liquor companies got into the "No lunch break, no drinks, no tea 

for Sidhu.,."give them a bhangra spirit of things while one credit card time, no rest days." For the advertisers 

treatment". Even the friendly plugged the Indo-Pak encounter as there certainly did not seem to be any. 
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PERSPECTIVE 


UNION JERKS 

The English team's post^niatch analysis always seemed to be ntudisntarter 
than their pre-match strata 

FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, LONDON 


VEN the worst disasters in 
life leave some consolation 
behind. For England the 
disastrous World Cup has at 
least exorcised them of the deep 
misconception they had about their 
cricketing health. Now that English 
cricket has witnessed so 
catastrophically, its bosses have 
woken up to the fan that most other 
cricketing nations are ‘light years' 
ahead of them. And that very 
realisation may provide the turning 
point, thinks the TTCB chief Dennis 
Silk. 

"In a way what has happened in the 
World Cup may turn out to be for the 
best as far as English cricket is 
concerned," he said. 

And the most positive aspect of 
their self-realisation is that this time 
they are not looking for a scapegoat; 
this time they arc blaming themselves 
squarely lor what happened. 

For instance, skipper Mike 
Atherton was the first to realise and 
express the fact unequivocally that 
they were being pul in their place by 
far superior sides, and England 
needed their own playing standards to 
be raised higher and higher to match 
them. 

He even admitted how surprised he 
had Iieen when the Sri l.ankans, 
unlancied and unsung by most, 
displayed a unique version of one-day 
strategy that turned the conventional 
English concept on its head. 

It was a simple lornuila, but no one 
seemed to have hit upon ii till the Sri 
Lankans demonstrated it and lelt 
everyone stranded in their tracks. 

They attacked right trom the 
beginning, making the most of the 
first fifteen overs, instead of waiting 
for the last fifteen, and then slow 
22 


down to consolidate the gains ol their 
forays. 

The reason why it paid off was 
obvious. ,It made the maximum use of 
the rult”—so familiar even to the 
part-time followers of one-day 
cricket—^that allows only two fielders 
on the boundary in the first overs. So, 
why not make the most of it, sending 
those hapless, lonely duo run all over 
the place trying to stop the 
full-blooded Sri Lankan shots. 

This was the simple enough scheme 
that nobody else could conceive ol, 
and a dumb-founded Mike Atherton 
now envies the Sri Lankans their 
common sense that not only 
revolutionised the one-day batting 
concept, but for the first time 
transformed the dark horse t>f the 
tournament into World Champions. 

The simple Sri Lankan innovation 
left Mike Atherton so frustrated that 
he went out of his way to explain why 
they or lor that matter, any of cricket's 
recognised superpowers were not the 
first to hit upon the idea. His defence 
was that in 1992, during the last 
World Cup the rule was relatively 
new, and hence most teams could not 
really fathom its significance. They 
were, according to him, "feeling their 
way with it." Now, it was the Sri 
Lankans who ushered the blind 
towards a new horizon. Now, the 
most productive time for batsmen 
turned out to be the beginning, and 
not the end. 

Yet, for all the importance Mike 
Atherton attached to this Sri Lankan 
innovation, experiment and 
improvisation have never been new 
to the one-day game, anyway. Rather, 
they have been its essence. The fact 
that such a straightforward 
innovation almost dumbfounded the 


English skipper perhaps lends 
credence to the old criticism that 
one-day cricket is not quite his cup of 
tea. 

In fact, there have beep demands 
before the World Cup that England 
have one skipper for one-day games, 
and another for Test cricket. Atherton 
would be most suitable for the latter. 

One critic even suggested that 
Atherton did not have the passion for 
this quicksilver cricket, and privately, 
he makes no secret ol it. As for his lack 
of innovative skills and vision, 
Atherton had long been drawing a lot 
of flak as a poor one-day strategist. 

But is this only Atherton's fault? 
Traditionally, the basic English 
approach to one-day cricket has been 
defensive, stereotyped and boring. As 
if a bunch ol old school traditionalists 
have somehow been forced to play 
their marathon five-day game injusi a 
few hours' time. So, they make a mess 
of it, not knowing what is best tor 
them. 

In Pakistan, for instance, the 
English bowlers went on the 
defensive, while thinking they were 
actually attacking. They reckoned it 
would be paying to bowl as 
restrictively as possible. So they 
sought to check the flow ol runs, 
rather than take wickets. This 
approach was flawed. Even Atherton 
later admitted, "On such flat 
unresponsive wickets an attack which 
docs not have a capability of getting 
wickets will find it difficult to stem the 
flow of runs. Getting wickets was the 
best and only method of applying the 
brakes..." So, this was a very 
fundamental problem of approach 
that let tlic English down, in the final 
reckoning. 

And it is this question of strategj*. 



approacn, policy that brought 
Atherton and his all-knowing, 
omnipresent boss Illingworth in the 
eye of the storm To be lair, as far as 
these methods are concerned, the two 
of them obviously had a lot of 
answering to do. The common 
criticism against them is that the 
taaics of the English team had too 
often been employed on an ad hoc 
basis. 

Even worse, critics also say that 
both of them showed a remarkable 
lack of insight into the strengths and 
weaknesses of their opposing sides. 
One rather harsh, unkind comment 
went like this: “Athenon's post- 
match analysis always seemed to be 
much smarter than his pre-match 
strategy." 

Well, for the time being Aihenon 
would have to live with that, till an 


expected overhaul of the England .side 
brings about happier times. But the 
question from where will the 
reshuffle begin? Those who are crying 
Ittr Illingworth's blood would not be 
quiet till the old man is gone. Atherton 
may be given a reprieve in view of 
England's forthcoming Test 
engagements, where some people are 
convinced that he is the best thing to 
have happened to England in a long 
time. But the problem is that 
England's cricketing authorities are 
shakened by the World Cup 
humiliation that they think the 
situation is far too serious than just a 
temporary crisis. "If our team keeps 
going the way it has been going, then 
our game will die. And all you will 
have left will be village and club 
cricket", said Dennis Silk, the 
chairman of the TCCB. 


For 8 change, Michael Atheiton and his men, 
did not blame anyone for thair dismal 
parformanca. Evantually lhay have realised 
that they have only thomselves and their 
system to blame 

But what amazes one the nutst is 
the great Illingworth's limitless 
optimism. Believe it or not, after all 
this trouble and humiliation the great 
dictator was still hopeful that he 
would be asked to carry on being the 
leading light of his beleagured side. 
"They tell me there is a lobby back 
home that wants to get rid of me," he 
.said, very tiaively, and added, "II 
things are going to change in the 
autumn, I see no point in changing 
now. I would like to carry on foi this 
summer...." 

Well, it is good to have faith in 
oneself. But this is brazen self-worship. 

And sadly for English cricket, he 
will continue. 
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INTERVIEW 


POCDINiniMG IN 

THE RIGHT 
DIRECTION 


Australia's brightest 
young talent, RICKY 
PONTINGhasafine 
career ahead of him 

: ONTING 'S 45 in the Final, with 
skipper Mark Taylor, certainly 
helped to hold Australia, as did his 
century against the West Indies in the 
semi final at Jaipur. He was also 
considered one ol the outstanding 
fielders of the tournament. A product 
of Australia's famed Cricket Academy, 
21 -year-old Ricky Pouting has an 
exciting career in Iront ol him. Rod 
Marsh, the well-known former 
Australian pla yer considers him as one 
oFthe brightest talents he has seen 
in his country tor a long, long time. 

His heady eyes, goatee beard and 
ear stud gives him a bohemian look 
but the short and wirv cricketer is very 
keen about his game. Here are 
excerfits Iroin the interview. 

Could you tell us something about 
your background? 

I cumc from a sporting lamily. My 
father used to play rritket Ionite 
Mowbray Club 1 myself played 
football till I was abttut 1 (> years old. 
But then 1 broke my elbow and had to 
wear a Steel-pin for 16 weeks. In lact, 
my arm has not straightened out even 

Ricky Pontiiig in action against Sri Lanka. Ha is 
cabn ami compnsad under pmssura, an 
ascellanl component lor the one-day game 
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now. That's when 1 switched over to 
cricket. 

How did you make your mark in 
cricket? 

KAMALJIJLKA 


I've always been playing cricket, along 
with football, but my game really- 
improved when I concentrated totally 
on it. In fact, when I was 15,1 got 
selected for the Under-17 team and 





within a Year. 1 was in the Under-19 
team. Then when 1 was only 16,1 was 
selected for the Cricket 
Academy—the age group of the 
trainees is between 16-22 years—and 
1 was the youngest. 

Could you tell us something about 
the Cricket Academy? 

We train twice a day, six days in the 
week. We do fitness exercises, 
weight-training, swimming, sprints 
and a lot of fielding techniques. Yes, 
there's a strong accent on fielding, and 
we have special coaches for this. We 
also have classes in psychological 
skills, which prejtare.s us for 
competition and it gears us for what to 
do in certain situations, etc. The 
Academy doesn't try to change your 
game in any way, but builds up what 
you have. It accelerates the learning 
process. 


You've had your first taste of Test 
and one-day cricket this year. 
How was the experience? 

It was a tremendous experience. My 
Test debut was like a fairy tale—1 
made 96 and was very disappointed 
on missing my century. The WSC 
series was exciting too. I enjoy playing 
one-day aicket but, of course, there is 
no comparison to Test cricket. 
One-day cricket is not very fair on the 
players, especially on the batsmen 
who come in after No.5. But then, it 
has popuralised the game so much— 
we had a crowd of 72,000 recently in 
Melbourne. 1 loved it! 


Do you enjoy big crowds? 

Oh, I enjoy them totally and I've loved 
the crowds in India especially, the one 
at Bombay. I love interacting with the 
crowds when I'm fielding. 


What are the lessons you have 
learned from your first World 
Cup? 

Well, for a hugely competitive 
tournament like this, it's been so 
important to analyse the other teams. 
After that, you have to find a way in. 
your game to combat their game. We 
did that pretty well. As for my own 
game. I've realised that I must learn to 
be more consistent! It's harder to go 
out and play your shots, especially on 
the wickets here. Also, I didn't give 
myself enough time to adapt my game 
to Indian conditions. I'm looking 
forward to the Ashes series in 
England. To play in their conditions 
will be a big challenge. 


What are your immediate goals 
for the future? 

My immediate goal is to play for 
Australia as long as possible. It's very 
competitive in Australia, and there are 
a lot of talented players knocking 
around. You have to work very hard 
and make the most of what you have. 
You can't afford to be lazy. 


What are your plans, once your 
cricket career is over? 

Well, cricket brings you a lot of 
opitortunities. In fact, cricket has got 
me a job with TAB, a big betting 
organisation in Australia. I work for 
them whenever I am at home and I am 
sure there will be a lot more 1 will be 
able to do, once my cricketing career is 
over. 


What are your hobbles? 

I play a lot of golf with my father and 
brother. I enjoy music '—Guns N Roses 
is my favourite group. Whenever I'm 
at home, my girlfriend Kellie and I try 
to go out together as much as possible. 
The tough thing about cricket is that 
you're away from home so often. But 1 
wouldn't exchange it for any other 
job. 

Interviewed bv Lekha J.Shankar 
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_ REVIEW _ 

ANOTHER ONE 
BITES THE DUST 

Frank Bruno hecomes Mike Tyson's umpteenth victim 

RANK BRUNO baiicrcd, blr)odifcl and lobe Britain's world Bruno then revealed whai 

' was dubbed lo a wiihoni his dierished diainpion. Now it's all Tyson had said when he 

' humiliating WBC world titU*—in the over. It was devasialirif;. I'd went over and kissed him 

deleat, alter a 5()th second ol the llrird set my heart on heating 

14 -punch Mike Tyson round.. - 'Tyson and staying WW heavywaiQlrt title bout 

comtiination lelt him Bruno said, "I was proud champion fora lot longer. " in which the Briton lost 





After Mw humiliiting Mate 
Bnmo't wite Laura conaolaa 
daughter Rachal 

twice on the head in 
Bruno's comer after the 
fight. "He said I was a true 
charnpion and a good guy. 
He kissed me. Boxers do 
kiss each other." Bruno 
added. "I'm so 
disappointed. I am sorry for 
the 7,000 fans who had 
come over from England. 1 
wanted todo much better 
than I did but he beat me 
fair and square. I'm sorry 
for the fans who stayed up 
late to watch, but that's 
how the cookie crumbles. 
I've had defeats before, but 
this is the worst. I wanted 
to win so bad." 

There is nowhere for 
Bruno to go now. no one 
left to fight. At 34. his lime 
is certainly over. 
Nevertheless, Bruno 
received a hero's welcome 
when he returned to 
London after the fight. 

Immediately after the 
fight Bruno's 
nine-year-old daughter 
Rachel climbed into the 
ring at Us Vegas and yelled 
to him: "Daddy, Daddy, I 
hope he didn't hurt you too 
badly, did he? " 

A crestfallen Frank 
hugged her close, with the 
mighty arms that had 
fought in vain against 
Tyson. 

Nursing a cut eye, Frank 
said: "I'll be going home to 
see the lovely house. I’ve 
hardly lived in. 

"I'll be spending a few 
days with the door shut 
and the phone off the 
h<M)k. It will be precious 
time with Laura and my 
beautiful kids—a few 
moments in paradise. 

"At least, 1 have my 
family intact. Now, 1 can 
stay at home and have 
some fun with the kids. It's 


important to keep 
everything in perspeaive, 
" he added. 

Wife Laura, suspects 
Bruno was putting on 
a brave face. She said, 
"People say Frank wasn't 
hurt bad—just a cut above 
the eye. But it's the hurt 
he's feeling inside, that 


won't heal. 

"As soon as I saw him 
alone after the fight, I knew 
what he was going 
through. He thinks he's let 
everyone down— his ians, 
family and country. But 1 
told him he's still a champ. 
As soon as I got into the 
ring, 1 kissed him and said 


'You've done us proud'." 

Laura, who travelled to 
Las Vegas with daughters 
Rachel, and Nicola, 13, was 
as drained as her husband 
after the defeat. "1 feel 
absolutely and totally 
gutted. It hasn't even sunk 
in yet",she said. 

"When the fight was 
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over, ail I could think of 
was getting in the ring and 
giving Frank a big cuddle. 

“1 remember screaming 
out to someone to bring up 
the girls. Frank lives for the 
children and I knew he 
would want them near. 

“I didn't cry there and 
then. 1 only cried later, 
when I saw Nigel Benn 
consoling Frank. Right 
now, I know what he 
wants to do more than 
anything else. Get home, 
go upstairs, tuck his 
children in bed and kiss 
them goodnight.” 

After climbing into the 
ring, Laura draped Bruno 
with an Union Jack before 
turning to the massed 
ranks of his supporters. The 
inum-of-three led roars of 
"Bruno, Bruno, Bruno." 
Then, as Frank left the ring, 
she told the fans who 
swarmed around her: "He 
did hishest and Ttn proud 
of him. 

"I'm proud of all of you, 
loo. He couldn't have done 
without you. You've been 
marvellous, but this wasn't 
his night. 

"The cheers were 
unbelievable. You must 
have broken the sound 
barrier. Tyson must have 
felt so alone, because he 
couldn’t have heard a 
single cheer of support, 
thanks to you. We'll have 
the inemoiy in our hearts 
forever.” 

Fight promoter Don 
King said that he knew 
Bruno was in fora 
pounding. Boxing's, Mr 
Big quipped, "He only liad 
two chances,— none and 
slim. But slim left town.” 
The result was a bitter bl<»w 
for the 5,000 Brils who 
backed Bruno to the tunc 
of 2.7 million pounds. And 
that was after splashing out 
a total of 12,000 pounds 

a 


Tba rafarm atopa tha fight with 
Bruno raating on tha ropaa 

per SliCOND to see him get 
beaten into submission in 
three humiliating rounds. 

As they began trickling 
home from the world's 
gambling capital, feelings 
were sfiarply divided on 
Bruno's performance. 

Sue Roper, t)f Uxbridge, 
Middlesex, said: "It was 
just poor bloody bad luck 
for Frank. I'm really sad for 
him. It cost me and my 
partner 1,800 pounds to 
get here. Yet I'd spend 
every penny again." 

But Jane Cray, 32. of 
Walsall, said scathingly: 
"Brunocame out with all 
the menace t)l a dead 
sheep. It was a sorry sight. I 
don't think he deserves the 
fans he's got." 

Frank's army had forked 
out fistfuls ol dollars in 
airfares, hotel bills, 
tickets...and, of course, 
gambling. They were 


convinced that he would 
avenge his defeat by Tyson 
seven years ago. 

The Brits' suitporl for 
their hero stunned 
America by its intensity. 
Almost a third of the fans in 
the 16,000-seaicr arena at 
the MGM Grand were 
British. They had worked 
themselves up into a frenzy 
that reached fever pitch on 
the big night. It was the 
largest British invasion Las 
Vegas had ever seen. And 
the fans were out to spend, 
spend and spend. 

Lori Whitbord, an 
executive with the betting 
commission, said: "The 
Brits bet like mad. They 
pushed the odds on Bruno 
from 7-1 to 7-2 and spent 
millions." 

Tony Rowe, 33. a 
London cabbie said. "It was 
a lot of dosh for not much 
of a rumble. I really 
thought he'd be able to go a 
bit further than he did. I 
think some people must be 


disappointed.” 

Britain's former world 
champion Lloyd 
Honeyghan said. "He went 
down like a pussy cat. He 
didn't fight like a hero.” 

Floyd Patterson, who 
was the youngest world 
heavyweight champion 
until Tyson came along 
said, "Bruno never came 
out to defend himself 
enough. I don't know 
whether he can comeback 
from this...but I somehow 
doubt it." 

Actor Kevin Costner 
said: "Three years in prison 
have done nothing to blunt 
Tyson's edge. He was as 
fierce as ever." 

Fellow star Jack 
Nicholson enthused: "Boy! 
What a fighter. What a 
fighter.” 

And Eddie Murphy 
joined Tyson back m the 
dressing room, along with 
controversial Nation Of 
Islam leader Louis 
Farrakahn, and told him, 
"You're the greatest, man.” 

At one point, British 
boxer Nigel Benn was 
nearly involved in a 
punchup when security 
men mistcMik him for a fan 
clambering into the ring. 

Back in England, comic 
Bobby Davro opined, "I 
think Frank should retire. 
He should leave it while he 
can, so that we can 
remember him as a 
champion." 

Presenter Terry Wogan 
reiterated," I'm sorry 
Frank got beaten. I really 
hope that he doesn't fight 
again.” 

Barbara Windsor of East 
Enders had a different 
opinion though,"Frank's 
got such charisma, the 
public will always pay to 
see him whatever he docs." 

But after this fight that 
seems highly unlikely. 

Asia F^eaturvs 
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A fascinating, minute-by-minute, behind-the-scenes story of the shocking deail 


T HF week k-ndinj; to the Sdii Marino liraiid Prix 
at Imola began, as it seemed, in the most 
t)rdinary way. On Tuesday, 26 April, 1994, 
Ayrton Senna took liisown j>lane, a British 
Aerosjiaie HSI2S and llown by his own pilot, Owen O’ 
Mahony, from Faro m southern Portugal — where he 
had a house—to Mimieh. 

Senna had a meeting there about his Audi 
disiiibutorship in Brazil. On the Thursday. O'Mahony 
Hew Senna Irom Miinieh to Padua, a large eily 
thirty-two kilomeiies Irom Venue During the 
journey, O'Mahony says. Senna was “line, perleeily 
OK." A longda>, this. Senna was due at the lauiuh ol a 
mountain bike-bu'U by an Italian (.ompany. 

Carraro—beating his name. He went to the laoory 


where, naturally, the employees made a fuss ol him. 
The bike was a further part of his empire, another step 
into the future. Senna was thirty-four and nearer the 
end of his career as a driver than the beginning. He 
could rate against time but even he couldn't beat it; and 
with such a man there would have to be a proper, 
fullilling next life. Hence, already, the empire. He leli 
nothing to chance. 

However, a lew days belore this launch. Senna had 
telephoned his sister, Viviane Lalli, who has said ifiat 
"we talked for a long lime. He was very low, though I 
will not say why." The mystery of this endures, and will 

Caught in a tpiniFor yaara Senna had aunrivad on bia inatinct, but 
towarda the end it waa aa it he had raaliaad what fate had in atore 
for him 
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endure until Lalli chooses to elaborate, but it surely 
cannot have been his personal lile. He'd met and lallen 
in love with a 21 -year-old model call Adriatic Galislcu 
some lourtecn months before. The phrase former 
model suggests, helplessly, an excpiisite hourglass with 
nothing between her ears but no creature filling this 
description could have interested Senna lor long, if at 
all. Cialisteii was a great deal more than that. II her 
account ol their n'laiionship is to be believed—and there 
is no reason not to, because she describes it with a 
soul-bearing, lenderisc’d topsy-turvy aiitheniiciiv 
which rings absolutely true— he was extremely hd|)pv to 
be ill love with her. O'Mahony is convinced about that, 
loo, as we shall see. and so are others. Senna would stay 
evasive about actual marriage (he had a divorce behind 
him III a previous lile when he'd been no more than a 
kid, and I am Kill in such a comniiimeni was 
undersiaiidable) but iliai does noi disturb the 
aiiiheiitieiiy ol ihe lelationshiti or that one day soon, 
surely, marriage would become a probability. All else 
aside, lie'll always talked ol wanimgchildten. always 
talked ol whai a lullilling ex)ierieiice that would have 
to be, always made a liiss ol childien. 

'riiisTlimsdav. t'^ialisteii would go lo the Beilil/ 
school in Sao Paulo to work on her l-nglish, something 
Senna insisted she do and lor which he paid, albeit as a 
lueseiit lo her. Fnglish. he knew, was the language 
you'd need m moioi racing bill also in ilie woild 
oulside, no mailer where you went She'd even sent 
him a saucy (well, sexy) lax one time m Hriglish lo 
prove how iiiiich henommand ot ihe language had 
unproved. On the morrow,the Fiiday, she'd watch the 
San .Vtarino (jrand Pr’x on lelevision on the Smulay 
and await his return, wliicti wasesiimaiedai S.'iO.'Phey 
would spend itie Furo|!ean season — live montlis to the 
(irand Piix at .lercv in early Sepiember—togeiliei. She 
could hardly wait lo see him again and, he'd said on the 
jifione, he could tiardly wail lo sc-e her. Ayrioii Senna 
did not say such things carelessly. 

As the mountain bike launch chugged along Senna 
appeared visibly to relax. If he was tired his physical and 
mental strength were overcoming that. Inevitably he 
tiad to held rormula One questions, specilically what 
he thought ol his Championship chances. Thus lar he'd 
spun off in Brazil trying to catch young Michael 
Schumachei in the Benetton and biTn rudely rammed 
at the start of the Pacilic Grand Prix at Aida, .lapan. I,i 
starkest lerms, Schumacher 20, Senna 0. That may 
parity be why he felt low. Imola, third race ol l‘>94, 
could and might well be pivotal. Schumac-her. ten years 


younger, was outdriving anything ihai tried loget near 
him. That had never happened to Ayrion Senna before. 
He'd been the one doing it to the others. I he Williams 
car, overall unbeatable in I W2 and 1 90 y, somehow 
didn't leel right to his touch and one time he wondered 
111 (iaiisteu il he hadn't joined the leam too late. Teams 
don'i stay unbeaiable lorever and it's a question ol line 
judgement. Under the ceaseless urgency ol progress 
everywhere, you can nevei besiite you've got the 
judgement righl (and yoiii otiiionents got it wrong) 
until It's loo late Voii're signed, you're in and that's ii, 
no sanctuary. 

I'o compound Senna's miiiiediate piolilems were 
three laciois. 'I'lie first stabbed the momeni hedi’paried 
Marlboio Mcl.aren alter six seasons lor Rothmans 
Williams Renaull. He stiried proloiind anticipation, 
someihiiig mcieased by Nigel Mansell's ania/ing 
season with ihe Williams car in 1992 (108 |)oints, his 
leam-maie Kiccanlo Pairese iiexi on Sfo and Alain 
Prosi's aiiia/mg season with the Williams car in I99y 
(99 points. Senna ne.xi on 71). Clearly, Senna would 
paralyse 199-1 and seiisilile people spoke ol him 
winning a//sksteen races; Init, so lar, Sciiumachei 20, 
Senna 0. 

The second slabbed now because rumours 
msimiaied some ol ihe opposition weie running barely 
legal cats rhese, 1 stress, weie rumours and are 
lomplelely unproven but the existence ol ihecloubt 
cannot have helped Senna's equilibrium, or his loss ol 
it He laced a position where, overall, lie miglit not be 
able to win ihe Chainpionshi|i whaievei he did He 
could milk and goad and cajole and sclieme temjiorary 
ailvantagev—as he'd done wiih Marlboio Mi l.aien in 
1991— bill an ojiponeiii wiiii a decisivelv beiiei ear 
couldn't be wiihsiood ovei the sixteen laces Perhaps 
Senna leli low alioiii dial, al'oiii sciewing so much out 
ol himsell, aboui risking his lile and wiiiigmg so much 
out ol so iiiany oilier jii'iijile iiiep.irmg the cat. but 
being uliimaielv helpless against Scimmactier and 
Sihumaihei 's Beneilon >'ou do your best but at dav's 
end noihing lemaiiis exiejii lo submit Senna spent his 
life without accepimg submission, or luvirtf: ii if he 
coiildn'i escape ii. Dcdeai m single races could produce 
exiieme reactions in liim and when he made a mistake 
and crastied at Monaco in 1988— he'd held a 
comfortable lead— he retre-ated to the sanctuai y ol his 
apart!’lent and was still crying five hours later 

The third stabbed because the rules had been 
c hanged, banishing electronic driver aids on the cars 
and, as a consequence, made them more dilficult to 
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drive. Senna had spoken about this by sayinf; we'll he 
luck y it we gel through the season without a big 
accident. Many, many people returned to these words 
and lound a meaning in them after Imola. 

Throughout his career Ayrton Senna had taketi a 
prolotind and miniscule interest in the preparation ol 
his car. Once upon a time you’d rarely see a driver on 
the Thursday except Senna, probing, asking, 
examining, staying till nightlall. Wiiai you'd glimpse 
was a slender chap deep in the pit, nothing unusual, 
situation normal, and you'd walk on. These days his 
arrival at a circuit loomed as an event in itsell and, 
when he did arrive, the whole pace in pits and paddoi k 
quickened, the throng gathered. Alone, and by his 
presence, he could fill the emptiness ol the Thursday. 
He's here... 

This Thursday, he spent a lew moments with the 
mechanics and also spoke to Richard West, the 
Williams director ol marketing. They knew each oilier 
well. Senna wanted to be told how much promotional 
activity he would he committed to, an im|x)riani 
matter over any (irand Prix weekend and a delit ate 
one. Someone as experienced as West would strike the 
correct balance between saiislying sponsors and guc-ts 
• who would be making demands on Senna - and 
creating necessary space lor Senna to exist in peace, 

• concentrate on the driving, the real reason he was 
there. The rc-si was necessary periphery to making the 
big wheel turn. The way it is. Senna also spoke lo 
AssumiHao who had ihe unceasing and onerous task ol 
controlling journalistic access to him; she had to draw 
her own balance between trying to make him available 
and trying to prevent him from being over-run. 

At any Grand Prix each moment is valuable and olien 
at Senna's level accounted lor in advance. The basic 
lorinat is struck in stone, regardless ol climates or 
continents or cultures. There is the free practice on the 
rridav morning followed by the first qualifying session 
1 1.0 to 2.0), same on the Saturday, with the big 
temi>eratiire-rise on the Sunday: the morning 
warm-iq) and the race early afternoon. Each session 
(a|)iirt Itotti the race) is followed by a lengthy de-briel. 
Cumulaiively It leaves very fc’wol those valuable 
niomeius when Ihe driver does interviews, has his 
photogiaph laken, signs things lot little lohnny, chats 
to whoever the siMtnsor has brought and. in the case ol 
Hill and Senna, treat Williams' guests to a verbal lap ol 
the circuit alter the drivers' brieling on race morning. 
Moreover, pressing on this. Senna would constantly be 
moving through the throng which roved and lurked 
and tracked him every step he took. 

In the Friday morning practice session, the weather 
hert and dry. Senna did twenty-two laps and expressed 
himself satisfied with the aerodynamic changes made 
to the car since Aida, and these changes were visible 
when the car turned in to the corners. Senna was 
quickest with one minute 21.598 sc*conds. Hill over a 
32 


second slower. Schumacher third. 

The temperature had risen to 27 degrees when first 
qualifying began. The Austrian Karl Wendlinger in a 
Sauber emerged almost immediately, then 
Hein/.-Harald Frent/en in the other Sauber, then 
Gianni Morbidelli in the Footwork. The potential pole 
men bidc'cl their time, calculated their moment. 
Schumacher was the first of them and using the lull 
width ol the track, warmed to 1:22.564. As 
Sc humacher travelled round the back ol the circuit. 
Senna came out, the Williams 'bottoming' and 
shedding yellow sparks through Tarnburello. Frank 
Williams watched intently on the TV monitor in the pits 
and saw Senna's helmet bounce-stutter-bounce as the 
car ran acioss Iinola's bumps. Senna thrust in 1:22.4 fO. 
As Senna travelled into his second flying lap, viriually 
as he placed the Williams safely near the inside kerb at 
Tainburello and went crisply and cleanly lound, his 
young Brazilian protege Rubens Barrichello came hard 
through Riva/z.a in his Jordan. The car missed the apex 
ol the next righl-lelt, Barrichello dug smoke- from the 
rear tyres undei lellcx braking anci tried losiraighten it. 
He couldn’t and the car rusfied the far kerbmg. The 
slope (il that kerbmg launched the car sideways ac ross a 
tight sc-gmeiu ol glass and it bruslu-d the top ol the tyre 
wall, haiteic-d the metal lencitigabove. It landed 
savaged and on its side Tins looked dreadful. 

Prolessor Sid Watkitis, Fortntila One's tesident 
travelltiigdoctor atid a ttian totally trusted, was there in 
a matter ol moments. The car had been lighted by 
marshals but Barrichello remained m the cockpit. Il 
was just after 1. 14, The red Hags were hoisted 
immediately. Senna, louring in, did not see the 
accident but could not have lailc-d to see the aftermath 
He had to pass it lo regain the juts. 

Within live minutes Barrichello had been taken to 
the track’s Medical C.entre, very close to ifie scene ol his 
accident. Assumpcao went to the Jordan pit lor news 
because she wanted to know liersell and she knew 
Senna would want lo know, too. Senna himsell went to 
the Mc-dical Centre. One the way there he passed the 
rearol the Iordan pit where he met Brian Hart, who 
made the engines which Iordan used—and had made 
the engines which theToleman team used when Senna 
entered Formula One in 1984. "How is Rubens?" 
Senna asked urgently. Hart remembers that Senna 
lookt-d "very shocked." Hart had seen Ihe accident on a 
TV monitor and knew how bad il looked. He was able lo 
reassure Senna, however, that Barrichello had hurl his 
nose but otherwise sc-emed line. "I'm going lo see 
him, " Senna said, and strode on. One report 
(Longmorel suggests that Senna found "the front door 
ol the Medical Centre blocked and vaulted a fence to get 
in the back." This appears-unlikely because Professor 
Watkins had no objection to him visiting Barrichello 
and permitted it. "Rubens was all right so I let him in." 

Barrichello was cpioted—and the words went 
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Straight round the w(»rld—as saying that when lie 
regained consciousness "the lirst lace I saw was 
Ayrton's. He had tears in his eyes, like the accident had 
been his own. I had never seen that before." Today, 
reflecting as best he can (he had been unconscious, 
don't forget), Barrichello says "I remember him being 
the first person 1 saw. 1 remember him saying that 1 was 
OK, just to keep calm. 1 don t knttw if he was crying, 1 
can’t remember 1 read afterwards that he was speaking 
to someone on the telephone and crying but at that 
stage...! can't remember. He didn't say much to me 
because I was going to be put in a heIico[)ter to the 
hospital." 

Satisfied that Barrichello had suffered no more than 
slight injuries ("I'm off to play with the nurses and I'll 
be back tomorrow," Barrichello quipped later). Senna 
walked to the pits. Even on this short journey along the 
paddock the throng ot some thirty to forty pursued and 
hemmed him. Two hand-held television cameras 
probed, almost leering at his face as cameras do in close 
up. Show us every bead of sweat, every eye movement. 


Sanna was arguably tha moat intaiwa drivar to have gracad tha Ft 
circuit, and tha intanaity of hia oyoa and bia actiona will navar ba 
matchad ^ anyona 

every disamfori. We're f’etiiiif’live history, you know, 
as it happens and you —the viewer —are getting it. too. 

The session resumed at 1.40 and he got back in the 
car, went for it. "1 don't leel that 1 ever drove the car 
properly. Alter the accident of Rubens 1 wasn't driving 
well—not consistent, not able to do it properly. It was 
just mysell not being able to concentrate." That did not 
prevent him recording 1:21.548, provisional pole from 
Schumacher on 1:22.015. 

This is the sequence of events. When the accident 
stopped the session. Senna had been third fastest. Now 
he worked through a lap of 1 -.24.067, conservative and 
obviously so. He stayed away from the kerbs. On his 
second lap he did use the kerbs, urging the Williams 
much, much harder. 1:21.837 and provisional pole. 
Then he spun—^the car reduced to a slowed 
standstill—but he churned it and set off again, furious 
wheel spin, smoke from the rears, a swathe of rubber 



marking the path the car took. That was forty minutes 
into the session. Senna returned to the pits. He emerged 
onto the track with some three and a half minutes of 
tlie session remaining and urged the Williams harder 
still: 1:21.548. By then, Barrichello had been flown by 
helu ()pteru>lheMaggiore Hospital in Bologna lor tests. 

After the session. Senna was emotionally and 
physically exhausted; almost irritated by some 
supporters in the main building above the pits who 
bayed their encouragement and told him he'd got the 
beating ol Schumacher. He wasn't in the mood to hear 
combative calls like these. Reportedly, he attempted to 
do a brief interview with a television repttrter over 
Barrichello but couldn't. He tried to speak the same 
sentence three times, made his excuses and vanished 
into one ol the Williams transporters, htrbidden to all 
but team personnel. Sanctuary. He stayed there for half 
an httur and when he did come out he was able to talk, 
about his lack of concentration, about how "chaotic " 
the whole session leli, and to a knot oi Italian 
j«)urnalists he stressed how dangerous parts til the 
circuit were. 

He walked to the motorhome and moved into a 


profound discussion with his engineer, David Brown, 
because Senna felt |as it emerged later, and in the 
words of another] there was "a big engineering 
problem with the car." Brown went briefly away and 
Senna came out to give a group of journalists a 
promised interview about his business empire. This 
t(H)k place in the seating area butting on to the 
motorhome. One of the journalists, Mark Fogarty of 
Carweek. estimated Senna answered questions for 
between fifteen and twenty minutes but with the 
caveat that as soon as Brown returned the de-brief 
would resume. Fogarty was struck by how Senna 
appeared — "extremely tired, eyes red and glassy. 
Drawn." Fogarty was also struck by the difficulty Senna 
had in concentrating on his answers. 

Senna was famous for the care he took in this. He 
weighed his answers for a long time (I once timed him 
at 15 seconds) because he rehearsed and chose his 
words exactly. Whoever you arc, you cannot 
nti'iinierprei what I have said. However, Fogarty 

In thnir brinf soioum togathnr at Rothmans Williama Ranauft, Hill 
Isami a thing or two from tha groatast drivor of all tima, hut H will ha 
soma time h^ro Hill commands the lospoct his former taammatf 
was awarded 
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noticed that the gap betyveen questions and answers 
became even longer than normal and those answers 
were "halting,” as if Senna was trying to regain his 
concentration rather than selecting from his 
vocabulary; a powerful difference in a man accustomed 
to the mechanisms of absolute concentration on the 
topic in hand to the exclusion of all else. 

Brown returned and Senna departed to the upper 
deck of the motorhome to resume the de-brief, wrestle 
with the engineering problem. He came back an hour 
later and told the journalists he wasn't in the mood to 
continue the interrupted interview but would do so on 
the morrow after the second qualilying. The journalists 
drifted off. 

Seen in isolation, the impact which Barrichello's 
crash exercised on Senna appears difficult to 
comprehend, no matter that Barrichello was a 
Brazilian, a protege and, at 22, represented the iutiire. 
Barrichello had survived intact. Barrichello was chirpy. 
It turned out to be just another trash, just another 
tonfirmation that Formula One cars were so robust 
they’d take wild batterings and cocoon the driver from 
th<' mrrsi extreme consequences. No man had died 
during a Grand Prix meeting lor twelve years and no 
man had died in a Formula One tar for eight years. 

On the Saturday, arm in plaster, Barrichello returned 
to the circuit and remained chirpy. "You OK, you OK?" 
Senna asked him. Barrichello talked about driving 
again as soon as possible. "Don't be a fool," Senna said. 
"You iliink you are OK but you might not be. I know 
from some of my own accidents.” (Barrichello 
remembers Senna saying to him "take your time" and 
"1 understood. 1 did take my lime. 1 had two wi*eks 
wiihctut driving, then I came to England to test.") 

The morning Iree jtraciice passed, suF>erlicially, in the 
most ordinary way but during it Senna did something 
extremely uncharatieristic. Senna's personal pilot 
O'Mahony stood in the back of the pits, and hereby 
hangs the tale which still makes O'Mahony wonder, 
"Uncanny," is his description. 

O'Mahony sKtod in the hack of the pits because "I 
aimed to be unetbtrusive so if he wanted things I was 
there bin I wasn't gelling in the way. If he did want 
something he'd come over and ask Owen, could you 
go and do so-and-so for me?" The trick was lo remain 
out of the way but be there. During a Grand Prix 
weekemd, he was single-minded, tunnel vision. Now 
he got out of the car, took his helmet off and—it was 
most unlike him because we never talked during 
sessions—he said 'Owen, I've got the photos for you.' 
And he produced two photos. 

"One was of him flying the aeroplane lor the first 
time, and which 1 had taken with a fish-eye lens. We 
were approaching Faro after a Grand Prix, it was at 
nightand he had a nice wry smile. By the time I'd given 
the camera back I thought we were too high so 1 had to 
go round again before we landed. He signed it To Owen, 


that's why we missed the direct approach to Faro. 

"The second photo was on the pit lane wall at Imola 
and I didn't know it was being taken, just he and 1 
talking and smiling. Nobody else around, a lovely 
photograph. Someone had taken it the day before and 
he'd remembered. It was odd. In a sense, a 
photographer had taken it completely by chance (in the 
context of O'Mahony wanting just such a photograph 
and happening to be with Senna on the pit lane wall] 
and Ayrton hadn't forgotten. He signed it To Owen with 
best wishes. It was out of charatier for him to think 
about anything but racing during a racing session, it 
was almost as if he wanted lo tie up some loose ends." 

At 1.00 the second session for the grid began. At 1.18 
Senna jirepared to make his first run but, before that, 
he watched what the others were doing on a TV 
monitor in the pits. He saw live coverage ol the 
Austrian Roland Raizenberger, a rookie in a Simtek, go 
off at the Villenc'uve curve at 200mph and smash the 
concrete wall. Senna sensed instantly that the luck no 
longer held. He retreated to the rear ol the pit and 
covered his face with his hands, then walked down the 
pit lane and commandeered an official car to take him 
to the crash. When he reached it, Ratzenberger was en 
route to the Medical Centre but the wreckage of the 
Simtek and its distribution told Senna everything. 

He returned to the pits in the official car and walked 
to the Medical Centre. This time Professor Watkins 
would not allow him in. "Even when Mansell tried to 
get ill after Berger's accident lat Tamburello, 1989| he 
was turned away because, you know, everybody's busy 
and the scetie can be a bit of a surprise to someone 
who's not been in an intensive care unit before. If they 
ate sensitive, then I'd prefer them not to see it. He 
arrived at the door as I happened to be walking out and 
I guided him away, whereas the day before Rubens was 
all right sol let him in." 

Ratzenberger was only clinically alive. 

Watkins remembers that Senna was "very shocked. 

He had never laced the reality of his profession before 
so starkly, because no-one had been killed during his 
lime in Formula One lai a Grand Prix), He was always 
latalistii about death. He was a religious man and 
intelligent enough to think it through. This was the first 
lime it had come so dose. He was very quiet, but he 
remained resolute, not questioning out loud the 
meaning of his sjrort or his own ptrsition." This 
conversation look place on some grass. Senna arms 
folded, Watkins with his hands on his hips. 

"Was there something troubling Senna even before 
the accidents? I think he was genuinely worried about 
safety," Watkins says, "and that was starting to 
preoccupy him. Mind you, it's a sign of maturity. 1 think 
he was missing McLaren, too. You're to remember it 
was his 'family' there, wasn't it? So the whole season 
was very different forhim: he'd gone to a new team, 
he'd had two unsuccessful races, one getting shunted ^ 
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off ai Aida and in Brazil he lost it—didn't he?—lost 
control ol the car in the dry..." 

While Senna and Watkins spc»ke, Martin Whitaker, 
Press Delegate of the FIA.. waited nearby. He, loo, had 
gone to the Medical Centre for news ol Ratzenberger 
but clearly wouldn't intrude on the intensity of the 
interflow between Senna and Watkins. "When they 
had finished," Whitaker says, "I asked Senna if he 
knew what had happened. He didn't reply. He just 
looked at me and walked away. 1 won't forget that look. 
To say it was fear would be over the top. He was just 
very worried. There was something different about 
him." 

Neither Hill nor Senna look pan in this second 
session. From the Medical Centre, Senna walked to the 
pits and discreetly in a corner informed Hill and Patrick 
Head that Ratzenberger was dead in all but name. 

Frank Williams gave him the choice ol continuing or 
not, which was the only prudent course to take. If 
Senna felt a need to get into the car 
immediately—some drivers do—as personal therapy, 
Frank Williams would not deny him that. If Senna lell a 
need to distance himself from it and reflect, Frank 
Williams would not deny, him that, either. They are all 
human beings, never claimed to be more or less. 

Senna walked to the Williams motorhome and 
changed from his driving overalls. He telephoned 
girlfriend Galisteu in Sintra. She has estimated that the 
call lasted some fifteen minutes and consisted of "subs, 
complaints, doubts." She has written that he "really 
lost cottlrol" and said he didn't want to race on the 
Sunday. Nobody had ever heard him say anything like 
that before. She also records this fragment t)f their 
conversation. 

Galisteu; "What Isn't there going to be a rate?" 

Senna; "Don't you know them?" 

That demands dissection because it carries such 
implications. Only one Grand Prix in modern times has 
been cancelled when the fraternity reached the circuit. 
Spa, 1985. 

Outsiders may see this as callous, and cynics do point 
to the imperative of leievisioii ratings and the 
all-pervading lactor that television channels all over 
the world have scheduled the race; hence cancellation 


is a very big steji and regular cancellation might call the 
whole thing into question. That is tinly one aspect. 
Every sane insider goes to ever) rcce knowing that 
something dreadful can take place there. Unless the 
insider finds a way of accepting this, accommodating it, 
he'd better stay home. That is absolutely essential ni the 
driver because he is offering his tiwn mortality against 
hjs desire; but wfiaiever protective bat tiers he.erecis in 
his mind, whatever accommodations he reaches with 
his inner sell, they can be stripped away very, very 
quickly when the dreadful does take place. 

On Saturday, 30 April, 1994, tliat is what happened 
to Gerhard Berger, who went to the Ferrari nioiorhorne 
and "all my body was shaking." Berger began to erect 
his barrieis again, asking himself if he would continue 
fiis career or end it instantly. Once he answered this 
most personal ol questions he returned to the pits and 
drove when the second qualifying session resumed. 

On Saturday, 30 April, 1994, that is what ha))pened 
to Ayrton Senna and he reacted in a different way to 
Berger. He declined the offer of Frank Williams t(i drive 
again if lie wished. He returned loilie motorhome. 
Damon Hill and Damon's wife Georgina were there and 
Assumpcao came in. She found Senna's spirits were "so 
low. I just stroked his liead, talked to him a little, but he 
was very quiet." She'd never touched him like that. 
They had touched before, but only in conversation and 
in the natural Bra/ilian way. to emphasise a point, 
celebrate a joke, maybe. 

When the qualifying session ended, no lomiieiiior 
bettered Senna's Friday lime. He would start the San 
Marino Grand Prix from pole position. Under FIA rules 
he was obliged to ailend the post-session Press 
Conference and, in normal times- -as Martin Whitaker 
points out—"It's a lineable offence if you don't." In this 
case, normality had gone. Due of Ann Bradshaw's tasks 
as Williams PR lady was to remind her drivers they 
were expected at mandatory Press C.onlereines. She 
went to the moiorliomc and diplomatically asked 
Senna. "Absolutely noi," Senna said. Fiank Williams 
concurred. "Absolutely no way," Williams said aiul 
added that if there was any question ol a fine the team 
would simply pay it. 

Around 3.0, the race Stewards summoned Senna 
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If FI wn Stnna't 
ofautsion, then Senna wee 
Brazil'e paition. The 
country pi^ tribute to their 
loot son witb B banner that 
prociaims him as Brazil's 
first love 


from the motorhome about his taking of the official car 
to Ratzenberger's accident. John Cttrsmit, an 
experienced official, was "a consultant to the Stewards. 
The meeting was in the Stewards' office on the first 
floor of the control building. I was there, three 
Stewards, Senna and someone else (Whitaker). We 
asked exactly what had happened and we told him 'you 
cannot take a car from one of the officials without 
asking permission Irom the race control, you cannot go 
t)ut on the track just like that when a session has been 
stopped under a red flag without permission, ll 
somebody goes out onto the track, we want to know 
who is going where.' In fact, 1 said to Senna 'even for 
you, it must be very easy just to knock on the door and 
ask if you can go there'." (Corsrnit feels, reflecting, that 
no Italian official in an official car would dare refuse 
that car to the great Ayrton Senna if Senna suddenly 
wanted to commandeer it. They are all human beings.) 

Whitaker was "there when the Stewards talked to 
Ayrton and sure he was very, very low. Quite naturally 
so, Corsmil is a firm man but I'll tell you something. He 
was a bomber pilot during the war, he's seen plenty of 
situations which are emotionally charged and he's not 
a lool. He's a compassionate guy—and he has to be—to 
do the job he’s doing. He's not oblivious to, or unaware 
ol, the emotions of people and that was particularly 
true with Senna. They were very close to each other in 
many ways. Yes, ol course, Corsmit and the Stewards 
did realise that Senna felt concerned. What they said 
was 'yes, we understand this and we understand your 
desire to have a look and be aware ol what ts happening 
and so lorth, hut if you want to do it again please inform 
us and we'll give you the assistance to do it. Please don't 
just go and commandeer a car'." 

Senna returned to the motorhome and remained 
there until 5. JO in his solitude. He emerged wearing his 
while Scmiinha tee-shirt, lace drawn, to go to the 
hotel. He told a handful of journalists that at these 
speeds "our reactions and our sensations arc at the 
limit. We cannot control ail the parameters of the car. 1 
fear for the young drivers; ttie speeds on the circuits are 
higher and nothing's done about it." He literally 
"bumped into" Fogarty, remembered the truncated 
interview ol yesterday, murmured "1 don’t want to talk 
about anything but ring me during the week and we'll 
do it over the phone," and was gone. 

When Senna arrived at the hotel a wedding 
reception was under way in the restaurant and 
immediately Senna was recognised. He agreed to pose 
for a picture or two with the bride and groom. 
Whatever his feelings about Ratzenberger, whatever 
his state of mind, he carried this task off. 

He did have an obligation that evening. It was Josef 
Leberer's birthday and Senna and other members of 
the support team dined with Leberer at the Romagnola. 
Senna arrived at 7.0 and ate very little. Jakobi has 
described this dinner as "a sombre affair" and during it 


Senna asked Leberer, an Austrian, all about what kind 
of a person Ratzenberger had been. Ratzenberger was 
new to Formula One in 1994, hadn't qualified for the 
race in Brazil but finished eleventh in Aida. The way 
Formula One is, Ratzenberger was an almost complete 
stranger. The Liveranis heard the talk passing to and 
fro, heard it move to safety, heard it move to improving 
safety in the pit lane—Senna recounting that one time 
a Tyrrell had nearly crashed him in the pit lane. One of 
the Liveranis says that "all evening he seemed 
preoccupied, very worried, much shocked." He ate 
spaghetti with plain tomatoes on it and they'd prepared 
a special little salad but it was too salty for him. Much 
consternation. They hastened to make another. He 
drank only mineral water, as always: sparkling and at 
room temperature. 

Shortly before he left at around 9.0 word came that 
Castel San Pietro's police were expressing a lively 
interest in the Renault car which was parked illegally 
outside the restaurant. Much further consternation, 
followed by a physical outpouring of Liveranis who 
explained it's Ayrton Senna 's car and he's go/iig in a 
moment. You sec the way it is in Italy: the polite would 
surely have guarded the car to keep it safe lor him and 
parking tickets arc strictly lor the birds: but anyway 
Senna was going sotin. He shook hands with the 
Liveranis and they thought he was more relaxed again, 
quiet like usual, returning towards fiisold self. He said 
"thank you. I'll sec you next year." 

Senna returned to the hotel and the receptionist gave 
him a message from Frank Williams to please come up 
to my room fora talk. Senna went there and had 
calmed considerably. He said he would race. A little 
while later, Jakobi bumped into Senna who was 
standing outside the door to his—Senna's 
room—^wearing pyjamas with the white tee-shirt over 
them. 

"Ayrton, you're dressed funnily," Jakobi said. 

"That's probably true," Senna murmured and 
summoned a flicker of a smile. "I've just been speaking 
to Frank. Goodnight, Julian." Senna went into his 
room and closed the door. Once iti his room he rang 
Galisieu, who'd flown tt) Fani and was now in Senna's 
house. He sounded “depressed" but, he said, he felt a 
little better. Galistcu writes (in My Liie With Ayrton). 

"The housekeeper interrupted us to try and motivate 
him by telling him what would be waiting (or him on 
arrival; grilled chicken and steamed vegetables. She 
handed the phone back to me and we talked about us." 

It was the conversation of lovers, threaded with 
intimate semi-banter which only lovers know between 
themselves." Then, we assume, he slept on the double 
bed. 

This extract has been taken from 'Senna: The Final Years', 
by Christopher Hilton, syndicated by Asia Features 

NEXTISSUE:SENNA'S FINAL MOMENTS ATIMOLA... 
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REVIEW 


THE WORLD OF 
BOOKS 


Reviews of cricket books 
recently released 


GAVASKAR 
Portrait of a Hero 
AUTHOR; CLIFFORD 
NARINESINGH. 

PUBLISHER: ROYARDS 
PUBLISHING COMPANY. PRICE 
RS.295 

T he most striking feature about 
Gavaskar, Portrait of a Hero is 
the picture on the rover. It 
shows a slightly 

younger-looking Gavaskar, looking 
clear-eyed and unblinkingly at the 
camera. But it is around the lips and 
the chin that the determination is 
pronounced. There is no doubt that 
this was the singular trait that ensured 
that he became one til the greatest 
cricketers India has prtiduced. 

As for the book, the prose is 
disappointing. Clifford Narinesingh is, 
unfortunately, no great shakes as a 
writer. But his intentions are sincere 
and keen, his enthusiasm is great, but 
he has a tendency to use far too many 
generalisations that do not push the 
story forward. 

Here's a sample of his prose: 

'He (Gavaskar) has left the rep<Ke of 
his castle, his sanctum sanctorum 
where the mind is free and 
undisfurlted. like a young pioneer 
seeking new frontiers, but entering 
into new perplexities.' 

This quote is from page 5 of the 
book. And there are many more 
sentences like this. The Bengalis could 
easily accuse him of indulging in too 
much atelgiri, (intellectual talk). 

Apart from that, he interrupts his 
chronicle with long quotations from 

other writers like Peter Rtiebuck, 
Simon Wilde, Christopher Martin 
Jenkins and others and several 
extraas from Gavaskar's Sunny Days. 





It's nice, but it interrupts the flow of 
the narrative. And if you have already 
read Sunny Days, Runs 'n Ruins 
and Idols, then there is nothing new to, 
know 

And truly, for Indian readers, it is a 
familiar story: the mix-up that almost 
took place at his birth; his early 
training of learning to straight drive, 
in order to avoid breaking window 
panes; the clash with John Snow; his 
famous refusal to play in Calcutta in 
'85; the feud between Kapil and him, 
and so on and so forth. Indian cricket 
fans know about all this and it would 
be interesting to sec if, despite this, the 
book does well in India. 

Clifford Narinesingh has another 
drawback. He tends to jump 
backwards and forwards in a chapter. 
For example, in a chapter called 'Years 
of awakening,' where he is describing 
the flowering of Gavaskar's career, he 
shoots forward and describes the '93 
incident when Gavaskar, during the 
horrendous communal riots that 
convulsed Bombay, ran out of his flat 
on Worli Sea Face and saved a Muslim 
family from a sure lynching by an 
enraged mt)b 

Perhaps, one of the plus points of 
the book is the several black and white 
and colour photographs. What is most 
interesting is to sec Gavaskar with his 
family, in the early years, just before 
he made that big impact in the West 
Indies in his first series. It shows an 
ordinary family, quite middle class, 
quite staid, steady, and 
service-minded and it is amazing to 
think that a genius has sprouted from 
this placid background. 

The other interesting discovery is 
the dramatic facial change of 
Marshneil Gavaskar. From a simple, 
almost shy innocence on her wedding 
day to the suave, .sophisticated 
world-travelled look that she has now 
—her face mirrors Gavaskar's own 
journey, from the middle middle class 
to the very elite of Indian society. 

Lastly, one feels a certain sympathy 
for Clifford Narinesingh. His byline on 
the cover of the book seems like a 
photo credit for Gavaskar's 
photograph. After putting in so much 
of effort, (after ail, it's not easy to write 


a book), to have a byline placed like 
that! Royards Publishing of the West 
Indies has surely done the author a 
disservice and all one can say in 
consolation is, better luck next time, 
Mr Narinesingh! 

Shevlin Sebastian 

WILLS MADE FOR EACH OTHER 
POCKETBOOK, 1996. 

THOMSON PRESS. 

PRICE RS.75. 

T his is a unique innovation by the 
sponsors ITC. It is a 
comprehensive diary for the entire 
year with a week at a glance. On 
certain important days, interesting 
trivia is noted. For instance, skipper 
Mohammad Azharuddin's birthday 
on 8-2-96 and Sachin Tendulkar's 
birthday on 24-4-96. There is a cricket 
quiz question for each week to test 
your knowledge. At the end of the 
book, there is also a cricket crossword, 
fascinating statistics and trivia. 
Besides, you can also read about Sunil 
Gavaskar's Dream Team which 
includes three Indians, Sachin 
Tendulkar, Mohammad Azharuddin 
and Anil Kumble. This is a slick, well 
produced book, well worth the price 
and a useful memento to cherish the 
magic of the World Cup cricket. 


WORLD CUP. 1996 
AUTHOR: OR. NAROTTAM PURI. 
HARPER COLLINS PUBLISHERS, 
JNDIA.PP49; 

RS.50 

T his book is a collertor's choice. A 
distinguished TV commentator 
and keen follower of cricket. Dr. Puri 
analyses each of the participants, their 
respective strengths in batting, 
bowling and fielding and their 
prospects. The statistics at the end of 
the book are well researched and well 
compiled. The use of visuals in this 
book are of high quality and adds to 
the overall appearance of a quality 
book. 

The analysis and predictions about 
each team are based on the playing 
records of the various countries 


during the last four years. It gives a 
brief but incisive history of each 
country's fortunes during the phase 
from 1992-96. 


THE STORY OF WORLD CUP 

rnirifFT 

AUTHOR: GULU EZEKIEL 
KONARK PUBLISHERS PVT. LTD. 
PP.173. RS.50. 

J OURNALIST Guiu Ezekiel who has 
a publication on his first love, table 
tennis, to his credit, has done a 
professional job in producing a 
comprehensive book on the World 
Cup. The book released by Kapil Dev, 
was an ideal companion for the Wills 
World Cup 1996 whether you were 
watching the match on the ground or 
on TV or listeiting to the radio. 

The book aptly traces the origin and 
growth of the World Cup from 1975 to 
1996. There is a detailed analysis of 
the five previous World Cups from 
1975 to 1992 with detailed 
scoreboards of the semifinals and final 
and selea scores of the earlier matches. 

Great matches of the past are also 
vividly described, as part of the overall 
survey of each World Cup. There are 
excellent accounts of the shocks at Old 
Trafford and Trent Bridge in the 1983 
Prudential Trophy when India 
stunned the reigning champion West 
Indies by 34 runs and Zimbabwe 
performed a David versus Goliath feat 
upsetting the mighty Aussies by 13 
runs. Gary Gilmour's astounding 6 for 
14aff 12oversinthe 1975 semifinal 
vs England, Vivian Richards' 
memorable 138 not out in the 1979 
final, Kapil Dev's amazing 175 not out 
vs Zimbabwe and Wasim Akram's 
devastating spell plus many other 
enchanting moments are recorded in 
lucid prose. The detailed statistics at 
the end make the book a collector's 
treasure house. The reproduaion of 
photographs and visuals is not as 
satisfactory as the write-ups. 

Novy Kapadia 



INTERVIEW 


"No.1 Is A 
Possibility" 

That's the brief upon which women's tennis' 
new sensation, Chanda Rubin has decided to 
operate on 


INTERVIEW BY PAUL FEIN 

() often hcis Cltdiida Rubin 
shown tier "good qualities in 
action” during the past 10 
months that her heroics are 
almost expected now at Grand Slam 
tournaments. Courage marked her 
amazing comeback against 
fifth-seeded Jana Novotna at the lO'JS 
French Open. Down, and seemingly 
out, 5-0,40-0 in the deciding set, 
Rubin relentlessly fought olf nine 
match points to escape with a 7-6,4-6, 
8-6 victory on Center Court. 

A month later at Wimbledon, the 
black American struggled with her 
form but showed perseverance and 
poise to outlast underdog I’airicia 
Hy-Boulais in a reiord-breaking 7-6, 
6-7. 17-5 marathon. 

Flaying five thrilling three-set 
matches to gam ihe singles semis and 
doubles titles, Rubin almost 
singlehaiidedly made the women's 
case for equal pri/e money at the 
recent Ausirahaii Open. Boldness and 
doggedness helped jiroduce her most 
memorable triumph, a 6-4, 2-6, 16-14 
epic over third-seeded Aiantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario, on her sixth match 
point. 

Rubin displays "good qualities’ ol 
altruism and empathy off the court, 
too. with her extensive work lor 
charities and worthwhile causes. Her 
charming personality, warm smile 
and first-rate intelligence have made 
her popular both with Ians and fellow 
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jilayers. 

In this interview during the IGA 
Tennis Classic, the 2()-year-old rising 
star from Lafayette, Louisiana, reveals 
the secieis of her success and also 
speaks out on controversial race and 
gender issues. 

The past 10 months have been 
quite an excellent adventure for 
you. How would you sum them 
up? 

I've had a really good year. I've 
improved in the way I compete and in 
my game. I've gotten a lot more 
coiilidcmt And that has helped me get 
sortie top 10 wins and eventually 
move into Ihe top 10 mysell. It's been 
very exciting. 

Your brilliant 6-4,2-6,16-14 
Australian Open victory over 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario set 
tournament records for the mo.st 
games in a set (30), most games in 
a women's match (48), and for 
total court time (3 hours, 33 
minutes). You led 4-1 in the third 
set and then had six match points 
—including a Sanchez Vicario 
volley that was clearly long but 
was called in—before you finally 
won. How did you outfight one of 
tennis' greatest fighters? 

The quality (if play was quite good 
pretty much throughout that long set. 
She's a tough competitor. And I knew 
Td have to actually win the match. 
She came up with some good shots on 




my match points. Overall I thought it 
was a gri'at match because I stayed out 
there and fought with her and fought 
against one of the great competitors in 
the game. I really felt good coming off 
the court. And it felt really nice to win 
match point at the net. 

In the Australian Open semis, you 
led top-seeded Monica Seles 5-2 in 
the third set before she won five 
straight games to escape with a 




6-7,6-1,7-5 victory. Afterwards 
she admitted, "Chanda's such a 
fighter. I'm very lucky to be In the 
final.” What lessons did you learn 
from that verv big match? 

That was a really disappointing loss. 
But I felt I did what I needed to do to 
win the match. I came out in the third 
set with a specific game plan. 1 wanted 
to be aggressive, take as many 
forehands as 1 could, and gel in (to 
net] and put her on the defensive. 1 


thought 1 did that perfealy and gave 
myself the opportunity to win. But I 
had a service game at 5-3 where 1 
doublefaulted. I went for that second 
serve just as 1 went for the match 
throughout. But ] could have played a 
couple points a little smarter. 1 also 
missed a key volley in that game. 
Those two points turned the match 
around and gave her more 
confidence. If I had to do it over again, 
Td do a few things a little differently. 


Chanda Rubia itakiwty iaching harwaylo 
iha top of wnmaii'a laaaia 

but overall I played the match almost 
perfectly. She fought me all the way, 
and champions aren't going to give 
you the match. I really learned you 
have to go out and take it. 

The headline In The Age 
newspaper of Melbourne, after 
your Australian Open semifinal. 




Accofriing to Monica Soloi,Rubin boo pot tho 
porno to me to tho top of womon’i tonnii 



read: "Memory of loss will haunt 
Rubin." Will your heartbreaking 
loss to Seles haunt you or inspire 
you? 

No, I don't think it will haunt me. It's a 
tough loss. I’ve had some tough losses 
and some great wins. That 's all a pan 
of the game. 1 definitely had an 
opportunity at the Australian Open 
that I didn't capitafize on. But the 
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whole thing about the game is being 
consistent. If I deserve to be up there, 
then I'm going to get more 
opportunities in my career. That's 
what I try to keep remembering. 

There were a lot of positives about that 
match with Seles. 

After the Seles match, you said, "1 
feel I can play with anybody when 


I'm playing good tennis." Having 
said that, can you win a Grand 
Slam tournament this year? 

Right now my first goal is just to win a 
tournament on the tour. 1 have a shot 
at winning any tournament 1 play, 
whether it's a WTA TOUR event or a 
Grand Slam tournament. 11 I'm 
playing well, I can play with anybody. 
But at a Grand Slam you have to play 
good tennis for two weeks. I definitely 
feel I'm up to that challenge. I'm in the 
top 10 in the world now, a career high. 
People are asking me, "Do you think 
you can do it now?" and "Do ytui 
think you can go to that next level?” 
And I believe, yes I can. Bui 1 have a 
long way to go. 

What are the sources of your 
considerable self-confidence? 

I've always lelt I can do anything I set 
my mind to. My parents have instilled 
that in me. I've always had the desire 
to do as well as I can and be the best in 
whatever I'm doing. Fvery time 1 go 
on ihetourt with that leeling, good 
things will happen. Myconlidencc 
has certainly grown over the years as 
I've gained experience. But my family 
life has been a base foi that 
confidence. 1 know they are always 
going to support me, regardless of 
what happens. 

You also seem quite normal and 
well-adjusted. How much arc 
your parents responsible for this? 

Having a gtxid solid family base is 
definitely a huge help. I've never felt 
tennis was everything. I've always felt 
1 had other things to tall back otr, and 
regardless of how my tennis career 
goes, my whole identity doesn't 
depend on tennis. It's important to 
feel that way because the bottom line 
is: it's just a game. Because I'm able to 
keep that in perspective, 1 don't really 
worry about everything else and I can 
locus on my tennis. Whether 1 win or 
lose, it only affects me in so far as I may 
disappoint myself. I don't worry about 
my family and whether or not they'll 
be upset. I don't have any of that 



IN T E R V I E W 



By taaminu up with Arantxi Sanchez 
Vicario,RuDin added the Auetralian Open 
doublet title to her career profile 

pressure that some kids Iccl. 

You're 20 years old. How does it 
feel not being a teenager any 
more? 

I wasn't really sure. The closer it got to 
my birthday |Fcb. ISJ, 1 was thinking: 
"I don't know about this." But I don't 
feel any diflerenl. Everybody ages. To 
me, it just becomes a number. It 
doesn't really thange much. 

Pairing with Sanchez Vicario for 
the first time in the Au.stralian 
pen, you whipped seeds 1,3 and 4, 
including the powerful 
Zvereva-Fernandez team, all in 
close three-setters, to win the 
doubles title. Before the 
tournament, did you ever 
imagine you would do all that? 

No, I did n't. I thought it would he nice 
to win the tournament. Hut, going 
into it. it waspist |a matter ol playingj 
one match at a time. It was my lirst 
match playing with Arantxa, and 1 
w.anied to have a good time and play 
well We startl'd playing a little better 
with each match. Belore we knew it 
were m the linal and then we won the 
tournament. lUii it was a grvat Icclinf^ 
to win a doubles title at a Grand .Slam, 
especially beiause it was our first time 
|)layiiig together. 

What was your reaction to the 
Australian Open's giving men 
$390,000 more prize money than 
the women after more than a 
decade of equality? 

It was a huge disappointment. Every 
woman lelt that way, especially alter 
the long history [of equality) that the 
women have had with the Australian 
Open. All the details |ol the decision] 
were explained to us. But we felt let 
down by the tournament. The women 
provide equal entertainment for the 
fans, and the fans go there equally to 
see the men and the women. We 
believe we deserve equal prize money 
because of that, regardless of how long 
the men may stay on the court. The 
women have provided some really 


en t ert a 1 ni ng 11 la tcl les—somet i mes 
even more so than the men. 

Are you an opinionated person? 

Sometimes, yes (l.aughtcr) 

What subjects are you most 
opinionated about? 

It just depends on what you ask me. I 
don't really have all these opinions 
and am ready to debate them. Usually 
I try to really learn more about things 
and read about them, and then lonn 
my opinions. 

Who were your tennis role models 
when you were a young girl? 

1 always liked watching Zina 
jCiarrison] and Lori [McNeil). And 
Steffi and Martina and Chris—thev 
had some really great matches. 1 
always liked watching Ivan lendl also. 
He had awesome grotindies. Because 
Zina and Lori were black, and there 
were so few in the game, they were 
definitely t wo players whom 1 tried to 
follttw and watch. I could relate to 
tlicm. It was nice to sec 


African-Americans succeeding in the 
game. 

Will you be playing in the 
Olympics team in Atlanta In July? 

They decide who will be playing on 
the team at the end of April. That 
would be a great opportunity for me. 
It's something I would really love to be 
apaitol. 

Back in 1993 you said: "I want to 
be No. 1 in the world." How close 
do you now feel you are to your 
goal? 

That'salways my goal. At this point I 
just want to go out'therc and compete 
with consistency day in and day out. 
That's the first step to me to go as far as 
I can, whether it's No. 1 or whatever. 
Even if I were to reach that goal, 1 still 
have to be able to go out and do that 
every day. Mentally, that's the big 
difference between the top players, 
like Graf and Seles, and everyone else. 
Now I'm forming a base to have a long 
career. I've got a way to go, but 
becoming No. 1 is definitely a 
possibility. 
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WORLD SO C C E R 


FOOTBALL WORLD CUP 2002 

TIME TO DECIDE 

It's already certain that the first World Cup of the 21st century will be 
staged in Asia. There are only two candidates for World Cup 2002—Korea 
and Japan. In this exclusive piece both contenders explain why they think 
they deserve the honour of staging football's greatest event 



Japan appears to be zeroing in on its target to 
win the 2002 World Cup soccer away from its 
only competitor. South Korea. 

While Tokyo is enticing the Federation of 
International Football Association with a plan 
to introduce high-tech "virtual stadiums," 
Seoul is trying to .show it deserves the event if 
only because it has won a spot in the finals 
four times. 

Both countries are desperate to be the first 
Asian country to host the big event. In 
November, five officials of Fifa, soccer's 
international governing body, wrapped up a 
series of inspection tours ol soccer facilities in 
South Korea and Japan. They were to report 
their findings to the association's 21 -member 
executive committee, which is scheduled to 
make its decision next June. 

In late September, the contenders 
submitted written proposals to Fifa giving 
reasons why they should he chosen to host 
the event. 

South Korea stressed that it has taken part 
in the World Cup finals four times—three 
times straight since the 1986 games. Hot 
surprisingly, it did not fail to point out that 
Japan has never advanced to the finals. 

Furthermore, the report touched on 
political reasons South Korea should he given 
the honours, saying that an event held on 
Korean soil would hasten the unification of 
the Korean Peninsula—a process that agrees 
with Fifa's philosophy of promoting global 
harmony through soccer. 

In terms of transportation facilities. South 
Korea plans to put into operation by 2002 a 
high-speed railway service that links Seoul 
and Pusan in less than t wo hours and improve 
other air and surface transportation services 
50 that athletes and speaators can move from 
one stadium to another in two to three hours. 

However, some observers say that carrying 


out all the proposals in time will be no easy 
task given the country's tight financial 
situation. 

Japan's proposals, however, are more 
specific. A key clement in Japan's plan is the 
introduction of virtual stadiums, or huge 
three-demensional screens that would bring 
World Cup games live to fans in stadiums not 
being used for the actual competition. 

They say that the virtual stadiums will draw 
a total ol 4 million spectators to stadiums and 
increase to 40 billion the total number of 
people watching the games on television. 

The figures top the 3. S8 million spectators 
and 32.1 billion television viewers recorded in 
the 1994 US World Cup games. 

Not to he outdone. South Korea announced 
plans to donate the entire 7.8 billion yen 
proceeds it expects to draw from the World 
Cup for the advancement of international 
soccer. 

The proposal is seen as a countermeasure 
for Japan's plan to use proceeds from the 
virtual stadiums to set up a World Cup trust 
fund to help finance Fifa's administration. 
Both countries have also submitted 
promotional videos. 


KOREA'S CONVICTION 

V’ OREA's conviction is based on a 
^ ^ track record unequalled in Asian 
I football, proven organisational 

..m, skills and a detailed hosting 

strategy to provide the footballing world with 
a flawlessly-staged tournament. The belief in 
the Korean bid goes to the highest levels. “We 
feel our commitment to football has earned us 
the right to host the first World Cup in Asia," 
says Korean President Young Sam Kim. "It 
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would be cl sporiiujj inilesione lor ihe country Korean iootball has been represented live South Korean tans pack 
and the region ' times in the final stages of the World tho atadiumto watchIha 

'The Seoul ttlynipics was extremely Cup—more than any other Asian nation. The national toam in action 

unportanl bei ause as a developing nation we Koreans are confident of qualifying again for 
served as an luspiraiion toother countries. the World Cup in France in 1998. Dr Mong 

Tlie hosting ol the World Cup would be Joon Chung, president of the Korean Football 

different in that it would be held in a Association and a FIFA vice-president, says, 

completely democratised Republic ol Korea "We feel that if any country deserves 
which is now globalising at ,t rapid rale. Ji automatic qualilication as host nation when 

would be a new appearance on the world the World Cup comes to Asia in 200,^, it is 

stage lor Korea and a great celebration lor Korea." 

people all over the world." Korea first qualified for the World Cup 

In Korea, recent surveys have shown close finals in 1954, just one year after the 
to 90 pet cent ol the population to be devastating Korean War. In 1966, North 

enthusiastically supporting the bid. Korea reached the quarter-final, beating Italy 

According to IOC Vice-President and GAISF on the way. South Korea traces its recent run 
President Dr LJii Yong Kim, this enthusiasm is of success—consecutive World Cup finals 

a reflection o! the nation's passion for sport appearances in 1986, 1990 and 
and t he Korean peo[)le's natural hospitality. 1994—dirc'ctly to the establishment of the 

"The hosting of the Olympics in I988gave Korean League in 1985. 

Koreans a taste ol the jt.y that comes from "We established professional Iootball here 

hosting the international sports community. with the aim of raising the game's standard tt) 

Since then we have been honoured to stage a new level," says Dr Chung. "It also 

many iiiternatioiial competitions in a variety represented a commitment to developing 

of sports. The hosting of football's biggest football in Korea which began long before we 

event is tailor-made for Korea because could dream of hosting a World Cup. We 

Koreans could provide the kind ol carnival think this has been proven by our 

atmosphere lor which the World Cup is so international track record in the last decade." 

famous." Korean iootball ability has been developed 
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through a nationwide grassroot love lor the 
game which has been a part of Korean life lor 
many years. It's the number one sport in 
schools and in communities where thousands 
of local teams regularly gather before work on 
weekdays and on Sunday mornings. 

Children, women, even men in their 
seventies play the game regularly. Korean 
President Kim, who captained his high school 
football team, sums up the Korean football 
psyche simply: "We are footballing people." 


South Korea is also absolutely convinced 
that the hosting of the World Cup can make a 
major contribution to achieving peace on the 
Korean Peninsula and eliminating the last 
vestige of the Cold War—the division 
between South Korea and North Korea. In 
1991, football brought South and North 
Korea together when aunified Korean team 
was formed to participate in the 
FIFA/Coca-Cola World Youth 
Championships in Portugal. 

President Kim points out: "When the 
decision is made next year, there will be six 
years before the tournmant is staged. In that 
period, football can play a major role once 
again in bringing all the people of the Korean 
Peninsula together. I know FIFA sees one of 
its most important roles as that of promoting 
global harmony and I'm sure this will be 
strongly considered by President Havelange 
and the members of the FIFA Executive 
Committee when they make their decision." 

KOBID, the Bidding Committee also points 
to the fact that in the North Korean capital. 
Pyongyang, there stands one of the largest 
football stadiums in the world. "It would be a 
pity not to use it," comments Dr Chung. 

KOBID officials are, however, keenly aware 
of the fact that Asia's most impressive lootball 
history is not enough to win the hosting of the 
World Cup. "11 the World Cup hosting was to 
be decided on footballing issues alone, we feel 
we would be almost certain to he chosen." 
says Dr Chung. "We believe that when FIFA 
makes its final decision those football issues 
will he an important factor, but we 
understand FIFA also has to be convinced that 
we have the necessary organisational ability 
and the infrastructure." 

Korea points to a track record which 
includes the hosting of the Seoul Olympics in 
1988, which set records for levels of 
participation, sponstirship backing and 
television rights. 

Dr Kim oi GAISF was instrumental in 
attracting such support including his direct 
involvement in television negotiations. "At 
the time of the Seoul Olympics, sponsors 
recognized a huge opportunity within Korea 
as well as the obvious global reach," he recalls. 
"The same obviously applies for 2002 when 
the Korean economy will be one of the most 
powerful in the world." 

The support shown for the Korean bid by 
major Korean companies—including 
Hyundai, Goldstar, Samsung and Daewoet 
also indicates that there will be a strong level 










of local as well as international sponsor 
interest in World Cup Korea. 

In 1988, the international sports 
community was universally impressed by the 
quality of stadiums built for the Olympic 
Games. For 2002, Korea has already 
committed a budget of $1.33 billion for new 
and renovated stadiums. Of 16 candidate 
cities, 11 will build brand new 
facilities,including seven stadiums 
puniose-built for football. Korea's second 
city, Pusan, has been selected to host 2002 
Asian Games and will provide the World Cup 
with a superb new infrastructure of stadia and 
hotels. 

Korea's Organisational plans for World Cup 
2002 include a range of other improvements 
aimed at having each host city within three 
hours' travel of one another by road, rail or air. 

Plans arc already in place for a doubling of 
the number ol major highways. An upgrading 
ol the i cnmiry's excellent railroad system 
includes the opening by the year 2000 of a 
high-speed rail link between Seoul and 
Pusan. The candidate cities are already linked 
through a strong domestic route system while 
international arrivals will be augmented with 
the opening of the Va Giong Airjiori near 
Seoul, the newest and most modern hub in 
Northeast Asia. 

KOBID is also commitled to ensuring that a 
World Cup in Korea will be alfordable for the 
average football fan. As well as the major 
luxury hotels which will house teams and 
delegates, a network ol quaint traditional 
hotels will help give visiting Ians an alfordable 
insight into Korea's unique culture. 

"The World Cup in 2002 will be a 
fascinating experietue lor the thousands of 
fans who will be visiting Korea for the first 
lime. We also want to make sure it is an 
affordal.le experience and we believe Korea 
can make that guarantee," says Dr Chung. 

THE J-FACTOR 

APAN doesn't waste time. Plans to build no 

fewer than 11 brand-new stadium 
complexes (and renovate four others) to host 
the FIFA World Cup 2002 are already well 
advanced. The locations are picked out, the 
designs done. More than 20 of Japan's largest 
companies (e.g. .JVC, Fujifilm, Toshiba, 
Mitsubishi Corporation) have stepped 
forward as official sponsors. 

The Football Association of Japan has been 
working on the project since the World Cup 





W O RIDS O C C E R 



Football has become 
very popular 
in Japan as is avidonl 
bytheJLeapuo 


Japan 2002 Bidding Committee was 
established ill 1991 (before the phenomenal 
.I-League was born). The nation lorinaliy 
notified FIFA of its intent to submit a bid 
document in late February of this year. 'All 
the fundamental requirements for hosting 
World Cup 2002 have already been met," 
according to Junji Ogura, general secretary 
and chief executive of Japan's Bidding 
Committee. 

The Football Association of Japan (JFA) 
and the Bidding Committee have obtained 
100 percent assurance ot the necessary 
government guarantees, and a letter fromex 
Prime MinisterTomiichl Murayama, 
declaring that the complete support of the 
.lapanese government was presented to FIFA 
Secretary General Joseph S. Blatter at the end 
of February. 

Proof that Japan has the s'trength in 
inliasiruciurc and financial support necessary 
to assure a successful FIFA World Cup 2002 
will be furnished in great detail in the final bid 
documents to be submitted to FIFA in late 
Septeinbei. 


Japan has a proven track record in staging 
major sporting events such as the Summer 
and Winter Olympics, the Jrdand 12th Asian 
Games and 2nd FIFA World Youth 
Championship, the 2tid FIFA Under-17 
Championship and the annual Toyota Cup. 

Japan is a country ol spectacular beauty. It 
has one the most efficient systems of public 
transportation in the world, highlighted by 
the famous Bullet Train. There are over 6,2 JO 
modern hotels providing excellent service 
and hospitality. With one ol the lowest crime 
rates in the world, Japan will undoubtedly 
provide lor a sale and comfortable 
environmeni to enjoy football. 

In a comment clearly aimed at the 
competition from South Korea, a more 
successful lootball nation on the playing held. 
Bidding Coimnitieechiel Oguia has said: "As 
ITF'A representatives olien point out, 
participating in the World Cup is quite 
dilfereni Irom hosting the event." 

Japan's World Cup ho|)cs have been given a 
huge boost by the J-League, whose success is 
so enormous it's hard to believe it only beg in 








CHRONOLOGY 


■ Hie acti for WofldC^ ^2" 

■ Novelbb^ i9S9; Jaiaii FooIImU 
AstodatJon tnfofrms 'Fila of its tatei^ibn 
to host World Ctq) 2002. 

• December lOS?: South Xoiean ! 
association also confinns Its candidacy 
tntherace. 

■ June 1990: Jq»n ioldiiesat Worid 
Cup games In Italy, distributing 
pamphlets. 

■ June 1991: Japan forms a committee 
to try to win the event. 

■January 1993; Japari proposes 13 
sites lor the games. 

■ July 1994: Japan sends mayors Of 
local governments to US Worid Cup to 
promote the country's bid. 

■ July 1994; Japan Olympic 
Committee's board of direaurs decides 
to suppon Japan's bid. 

■ October 1994: Japan invites Pifa 
president and other international 
soccer officials to Hiroshima Asian 
Games. 

■ November 1994; Japan officially 
conveys its candidacy to FIfa. 

■ December 1994; Inauguration of the 
Diet Action Committee for World Cup 
Japan 2002. 

■ December 1994; Pifa discloses 
Mexico's bid to enter the race. 

■ February 1995: Japanese 
government approves Fifa's requests to 
have the government guarantee entry 
and departure of World Cup officials to 
and from Japan. 

■ February 1995; South Korea and 


Japni submit foeatala^kation to nfa 
stating their bids to muer die race. 
Meamvhlle, liHeidcb withdraws iu 
candldaey,fflal(togJa|aBn aqd South 
Korea the ontyeome^rs. 

■ May 1993; n&een local. 
governments submit ffoal plans for 
baric desigtis (d stadiums to the 
Japaneseomanittee. 

■ SeptCRiber 199$: Fifa anncnmceslt 

will reach a dedsion for the site oa June 
1,1994.' u/;■ ■, , ; ' 

lf'S^tteBdK>r't^^'Ji^h.amd'Sdufh \" 
Kor^ both submit pre^posybi to fHa 
outlMim^taOed plans fprhbriiiig of 
thec^etri.,' 

K«V«i9nibora of nin 

Following ai;e 2 J meml^oflllawho 
have fheri^ to vote: 
Preri^nttJoaoHavelsnage (79^Briiz;U . 
Senior vice-president: Gtdlfeicmb J,, 
Onedo (75), Meidco 
Vice-presiefamt; Viachesiav Kofoskos' 

(54) ,llussia , ■ , 

Vice-pterident Julio fl. Gm^ona ^4), 
Argentina 

Vice-presiddit: David H. WiB (9S),. 
Scotland 

vice-presidem: LeUnart Johansson 
(65), Sweden 

Vlce-prerident: Issa Hayafcni (49), , , 
Cameroon 

Vice-president: Antonio Mafarrese 

(55) , Italy 

Vice-president; Chung MbimJoon 


‘ (44); South Korea 
Member Henry Y. T. Fok (72), Hong 
, Kong 

Member; Foul Hyldgaad (66), Denmark 
Mechbm; Jack A. Warner (52), Iriiddad 
andTobago 

Member: Abdullah K. Al-dabal (43), 
SfudiArabia 

Member SBm Afoulow (S3), Tunisia 
Member. Miichel D'Hopghe (49), 
K«^m 

Member Isaac David Sasso Sasso (69), 
Costa Kica 

Member. Ram Ruheeou (68), Mauritius 
Meobbert^rhard Mayer-Vorfelder 
(62),Gamany 

: Mmiber; Carlos Martinez (57), Ecuador 
Member RkaidOTeixelra (48), Brazil 
Member PerRavn Chndat (48), Norway 


HOBTCOUNTmeS 


Vear Hosts 

Panidpants Winner 

1930 Uruguay 

13 

Uruguay 

1934 Italy 

16 

Italy 

.1938 France 

15 

Italy 

I9S0BIVZU 

13 

Uruguay 

3954 SMtzerland 16 

W.tSermany 

1938 Swtitlen 

16 

Brazil 

1962CbUe 

16 

BrazU 

1966 England 

16 

England 

1970 Mexico 

16 

Brazil 

' 1974 W.Getmany 16 

W.Gemuny 

1978 Argentina 

16 

Argentina 

1982 Spain 

24 

Italy 

1986 Mexico 

24 

Aigentina 

1990 Italy 

24 

W.Germany 

1994 USA 

24 

Braril 

1998 France 

32 

7 

2002 7 

7 

y 


in 1993. The I-Leagiie has made football a 
national sport (some would say national 
hysteria) in lapan. 

The year betore the launch of the J-I.eague 
1993, average attendance lor games of the 
.lapan Soccer League, its predecessor was 
6.708. In the .I-Leaguc's first season, it 
averaged 18,397. Total attendance of over 
lour million more than doubled the 
prediaions. Sales of J-League merchandise 
from different categories, including those 
licensed via Sony Creative Products 
approached Y150 billion in 1993. 

"Football lias developed so remarkably in 
lapan because of the extent to which 
Japanese players have improved," according 
to .IFA President Ken Naganuma. Japan won 
the 1992 Dynasty Cup and the 1992 Asian 
Cup and narrowly failed to qualify for the 
1994 World Cup. 

All Japanese national team members. 


including Kazuyoshi Miura, who this year 
returned Irom Italy's Genoa team, are .in the 
rosters of the .I-League's 14 clubs. In addition 
to its tine Japanese talent, the J-League also 
boasts some of the finest players in the world. 
Tile league is home to several members ol 
Brazil's 1994 World Cup-winning team. 

Television ratings are liuge for the 
J-League, and for international football. 
Japan's final World Cup qualifying game 
against Iraq in late 1993 had the second 
highest rating (48.1) of any program aired 
during the year! 

.lapan's failure to make it to World Cup USA 
last year was no set back in terms ol public 
sujtjtort, says .IFA vice-president and 
Shun-ichiro Ukano, chairman of the Bidding 
Cominec's executive board. "On the 
con, rary, the determination of the Japanese 
to host the event has become even stronger." 
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Not A Disgrace 

T he defeat of our Indian 
team in the semi-final of the 
Wills World Cup has been 
improperly considered as a major 
disgrace. I think, there was too 
much of a hue and cry and 
uncharitable criticism. After all, 
cricket is a game where one team 
wins and the other team loses. 

Our players were glorified and 
adored as heroes when they won 
against Pakistan. And just after a 
couple of days, they were 
mercilessly disgraced, with all 
types of accusations, when they 
lost in the semi-final. 

We should not forget that 


fit*. ■ . '. // 

As ' 
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Fabulous 

T he issue sponsored by Coca 
Cola (Sponsworld, 21st Feb) 
was really fabulous. It appeared as 
though the World Cup had come 
to our doorstep. 

C.K.SUBRAMANIAM. 

Bombay 



























REVIEW 


Swede Smell Of 


Success 


A committed and determined Swedish Davis 
Cup team pull the rug from under India's feet 


.' F there is one lesson that we 
should learn from the recent 
. World Group quarter-final tie 
against Sweden,it is this;David 
doesn't always beat Goliath. 

No disgrace there. Alter all.Da vid 
was not expected to beat Goliath in 
the first place.And if the Old 
Testament had to do a sneak preview 
of that iamous 'fight', then that is the 
way the story would have been told. 

To bypass the Holy Scriptures a 
bit,the scene at the lush green courts 
of the Calcutta South Club.venue for 


the tic, was very much the same. But 
like true faithluls who have been 
pampered on India's Davis Cup 
campaigns tor quite a while now. we 
have been telling ourselves that 
India's success in the Davis Cup could 
no longer be termed as a 
possibility— It was supposed lo be an 
ineviiability._ 

Not so. Nol always. 

For a very long lime we have been 
fed on a staple diet of Davis Cup 
fttndas.That it is all about teamwork, 
of motivation. That a player's world 


ranking is not a criteria when sizing up 
his Davis Cup capabilities. That 
instead of potential, the yardstick is 
heart. And while all that is true.one 
cannot help but respect the sanctity of 
an individual's world ranking 
(however flawed it might be) for that 
is in the end a measure of his talent. 
There is an explanation for thisdor 
years.the world's top Davis Cup teams 


The Swedish Davis Cep squadicookcslm and 
determined 






For once LeamhrPMt Mamed ovarburdaned 
while fighting for India's cauu 

have been the United States, 

Australia, Sweden and Germany. And 
it is from these countries that some of 
the most exciting tennis players have 
emerged. 

World rankings have a sanaity of 
their own. We can argue here by 
saying that the United States lost to 
Czechoslovakia in their quarter-final 
tie. So Davis Cup is always about 
competitive spirit and blah,blah,blah. 
While the scoreline may clinch that 
argument,it would be prudent to 
mention here that the United States 
had sent their third best team to play 
in that tic. And in spite ol that.they lost 
by a 3-2 margin. 

So too in our tie against 
Sweden, world rankings for once held 
sway and that alone dictated the 
course ol the tie. This is illustrated by 
the fact that even though we made it a 
habit of winning the first set oi every 
game (barring the last reverse singles) 
we still managed to lose the tie '5-0, to 
a team that is currently going through 
a re-building process. 

The weather was hot and so we took 
it for granted that the heat was our 
ally. The Indian think-tank obviously 
took it for granted titat the Swedes, 
who live in refrigeiated conditions, 
would wilt under Calcutta's heat and 
humidity, it couldn't have been a 
bigger tactical error. The Indian 
gamble failed. In the final 
analysis.ihere was a sense ol pride, 
professionalism and determination 
with which the visitors wrapped up 
the tie. And this sense of purpose went 
right down to the final day when the 
Swedes wrapped it uji so convincingly. 

The Swedes possess a great Davis 
Cup tradition and the way they went 
about their business only illustrates 
that point. But what should be 
highlighted in this respect is not the 
way they played their tennis but the 
sense of commitment that they 
showed on the courts of the South 
Club. Jonas Bjorkman and Nicklas 
Kulti, players who have a fairly 
average singles record, showed a great 


deal of purpose and focus right 
through the tie, while world No.7, 
Thomas Enqvist showed why he is 
becoming world tennis' hottest 
sensation. 

This is not to take anything away 
from the Indians.The fact that they 
have reached the quarter finals «)f the 
world group is creditable enough. But 
while dwelling on their past triumphs 
they should ponder a while on what it 
takes to achieve big results on a 
consistent basis. Let us stop to 
evaluate the case of Nicklas Kulti. In 
the ATP rankings list, he is just a couple 
of places higher than Leander Paes. 
Therefore it would be natural to 
assume that in terms of capability 
there is not much to separate between 
the two. 

Wrong. Kulti has fallen down the 
rankings not because he wasn't 


playing good tennis.but because he 
was recovering from knee surgery. 
This resulted in a long lay-off which 
saw him lose subsequent paints. To be 
sure,it will only be a matter of time 
belore Kulti gets into the groove. 
Kulti's tennis is not flashy.but solid. 
And J udging by the way he played for 
his country it will not be long before 
he finds his bearings on the Tour. The 
fact that Kulti beat best friend and 
Davis Cup teammate.Jonas Bjorkman 
who is ranked considerably higher.in 
an ATP meet in Delhi is a case in point. 

And what of the Indians? While 
their own Davis Cup commitment 
cannot be questioned,perhajis one 
can can refuge in a little introspeciioti 
whilst summing up their skills. As a 
tennis player with a distinguished 
Davis Cup record, Leander Paes will 
have few peers. But therein lies the 
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tragedy. For witilc he has given us 
hope in Cup ronipetiiion time and 
time again, his career as a prolessional 
tennis player can lead to a rather 
one-sided debate. Paes.after spending 
nearly five years on the gruelling 
men's tour, still lists his main goal as 
breaking into the Top 100. The talent 
is there and so is the style and 
unmatched athleticism, but these plus 
points arc accompanied bv one big 
questioinis Paes hungry enough.’ 

Why should his hunger for success be 
restricted only to Davis Cup 
competition? Is there a strong catalyst 
for performance that Paes finds in Cup 
competition that he cannot seem to 
find on the Tour? 

They say that Davis Cup makes men 
out of hoys And in that respect,Paes 
can stand up with the best of them. 
Why is he then so insecure on the 
Tour? Surely, and there is nothing 
wrong in leeling this way. he does not 
want to be remembered for Davis Cup 
performances alone. Maybe he should 
set his goals a little higher. The Top 
100 club is perhaps not providing 
enough motivation. It is not a suitable 
barometer for Paes' capabilities. And 
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In the doubles too, Bjorkman and Nicklas Kuhi 
quietly and effectively outlasted the Indians 

this is even more relevant when 
someone like Jacob Hlasek ( who is 
ranked 42 and whom Paes and even 
Ramesh Krishnan demolished in the 
tie against Swiiyerland a couple of 
years ago) was quoted as saying that, 
"11 my form or ranking drops to 60 or 
70,then I may quit playing 
professional tennis." 

Mahesh Bhupathi has quickly 
established himself as the new hope of 
India’s Davis Cup fortunes. Bhupathi 
plays the .sort of tennis that one gets to 
see more often on theTouribig 
serve.big game. In that 
respea.Uliupathi too has the 
potential, but he will have to translate 
that into performance. He gave 
himself hope while qualifying for the 
main draw of the U.S.Open last year 
and that by itself is quite creditable but 
since then, he has fallen down the 
rankings. While it may be too early to 
attempt a diagnosis on Bhupathi's 
problems.it would be 
prudent,however, to warn him 


against complacency. While this 
writer is patriotic enough to 
acknowledge, and thank these two 
players for piloting India through 
some astonishing Davis Cup 
perlormances, he is at the same time 
questioning, in the fairest way 
possible, their personal goals. 

Too many players have fantastic 
Davis Cup records. But il Leanderand 
Bhupathi can battle with these same 
Davis Cup opponents and beat them 
on the Tour, we shall remember them 
more clearly. Is one being unfair? Not 
really. One is merely asking them to 
look at the big picture. 

And finally an acknowledgement 
to Swedish captain, Cork- Axel 
Hageskog who stole the thunder from 
his team's victory by allegedly 
blaming extra-ordinary forces that 
tried to do his team in."Everyone in 
India has tried to destroy and disrupt 
our condition. They have lied and 
cheated us...Perhaps the best that can 
be said of this sorry episode is that the 
cows have been kept away from 
shitting on Centre Court." 

And they talk of cows being mad! 
Robin Chatterjee 
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If we had any doubts whetfeej t^iei^dl'^WdrldCup, then a!! we had 

to do was to look at the read*^ pVedicl|4n"croriiest. To say that we were 

overwhelmed by the response wolVid b»4S‘h'ft^^vi\T!t^e«'^ta%^mellf as claiming Sachin Tendulkar to 
be India's only cricketing hope, Everyday'our fWr&'Were'littered with the envelopes containing 
your entries and even though the Wills World Cup had ended, we were still rummaging through the 
entries. 


The winners who will receive gift vouchers worth Rs 5000. Rs 3000 and Rs-2Q00 respectively, were 
the closest to the final results of the Wills World Cup 


The three prize winners are: 


1} Nirakar Biswal, 
C-7, Sector-3, 
Rourkela 769 002 


2) Biploh Ghosh, 

5/38 C.I T Buddings iOldj 
Beliaghata, 

Calcutta 700 010 


3) Amp Nath 
C,/0 Mr Ashit R.Nath, 
Vill.Joynagar 
P.O. Teliamiira, 
Tripura West, 

PIN: 799 205. 


All Ihe three pri/e winners had correctly predicted the two finalists and the eventual champions Sn Lanka Our top two 
winners, (selected by lots) In addition, had na-ned Anil Kumhie to be the tiowler with the most niimbei of wickets in the 
triefnaoieni. The prediction ttiat Mark Wauejh would be tju; top scorer only |iist (jot hftaiec by our very own Sachin 
Tendulkar But nevertheless, coriqratulations tn our vriiinBrs and a buj Thank You lo ail ttie participants and out sponsors 
Pantaloon, 
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"You Don't Play Sport 
For Money" 

Brad Gilbert once quipped, "There are only three sure things in life — death,taxes and 
Swedish passing shots." 

Tall, blond and handsome Thomas Enqvist hits those terrific passing shots, and some 
experts predict he could become The Next Great Swedish Player. Mild-mannered 
Enqvist, 21, soared from No. 60 to No. 7 in the world in 1995 and reached the Australian 
Open quarterfinals this January. 

Much like his boyhood heroes, Bjorn Borg, Mats Wilander and Stefan Edberg, Enqvist 
is sporting on the court and modest off it. He lives up to the Swedish credo that respected 
coach John-Anders Sjogren stated a decade ago: "Win some, lose some, but always stay 
the same guy." 

In this interview Enqvist sheds some of his Swedish reserve and talks about his roots, 
his rise toward the top, his enthusiasm for the Davis Cup and his personal life 



Last October Fred Stolle said; 
"Thomas Enqvist along with 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov are the two 
players who will challenge 
Sampras and Agassi at the top of 
the tree over the next couple of 
years." Do you agree with Stolle? 
It's always hard to say. I don't think 
about it too much though. 1 had a very 
good season last year. But it's a long 
way to be compared with Agassi and 
Sampras. There are also a lot of other 
players who have a chance to do well. 

You shot up from No. 60 to No. 7 in 
the world rankings last year. 

What were the main reasons for 
your excellent improvement? 

It's not only last year that I've been 
improving. I've been working hard for 
a long time. This is the lourth year I've 
been working with my coach, .loakim 
Nystrom. I got off to a good start and 1 
played a lot of matches in '95.1 beat 
some very goetd players and my 
confidence increased. I've improved 



Thoinat Enqvist apitoinisas Mie cool, sporting 
doffloanour that iho Swodos aro famous for 


in a lot ol areas, but the big thing is that 
I've been moving better on the court. 
I've been doing a lot of training off the 
court to move better, and that 's a big 
key to my success last year. 

You have called Bjorn Borg, Mats 
Wilander and Stefan Edberg 
"legends in the sport." What do 
you admire most about them? 

They are very big stars, and they have 
done a lot ol good things for Swedish 
tennis. That's why boys like me 
started to play tennis. Because we saw 
them Iplay] on T.V. They were always 
in the big finals. We want to do the 
same things they did. All of them were 
my idols. 

Have any of them talked to you 
and given you advice? 

Not really advice, but I've practised 
with all of them a couple of times. You 
watch them and you learn from them 
a lot. For example, Stefan has a very 
professional attitude. So you try to 
copy that. 

Like Borg, Wilander and Edberg, 






you appear calm and poised on 
the court. Is that one of the 
reasons for your success? 

Sometimes I can lose my temper. But I 
think I am doing better when I'm calm 
and try to concentrate on the game 
instead of being distraaed by other 
things. 

You come from a middle-class 
family. Last year you earned more 
than $1.2 m in prize money alone. 
How does it feel to become a 
millionaire at age 21? 

I don't think about it very much 
actually. You don't play the sport 
because of the money. You do it 
because you love the game, and that's 
what you really want to do—plus 
travelling and meeting your friends 
and competing. 

You reached the quarterfinals at 
the Australian Open in January. 
With your hard-hitting baseline 
game and big serve, which Grand 
Slam tournament do you think 
you have the best chance of 
winning? 

It's a long step foi me to win a Grand 
Slam tournament. But I like best to 
play on the hardcourts, and that's the 
Australian Open and U.S. Open. 

That's the surface I have the most 
success on. So I have to do well at 
those Grand Slams this year. 

Do you have a girlfriend? 

Yes. Her name is Karin Thoren. 

Besides being a standout tennis 
player, you are a good-looking 
young man. Do you get a lot of fan 
mail and attention from women 
around the world who would like 
to get to know you better? 

Of course, you get a little bit more 
when you're doing well. 1 get a few 
letters, but I can't say it's a lot. 

Do you keep a diary? 

I keep a training diary. My coach and I 
try to do a good practice and 
tournament schedule. And I write 
everything down about my practices 
and my matches, so I can look back 
and see everything we did. [But] I 


tkough etsentialiy a hard court spocialist, 
Enqvist has proved in the Davit Cup tie against 
India that ha wet no pushover on grass 

don't plan to write a book from this 
diary. 

Would you please tell me about 
your family? 

My father is an engineer, and my 
mother is an economics advisor for a 


company. I have a brother living in 
Dallas who is doing his Masters 
Iprogram] at SMU, and my sister just 
finished college in Sweden and is 
working now in a company there. 

Since the rest of your family is 
quite educated, do you ever regret 
the fact that you dropped out of 
school early? 

Well, I chose to be a professional 
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athlete. I'm not disappointed I'm Like many tennis pros, you have a 

doing that. What 1 want to do the most residence in Monte Carlo. What 

now is play tennis. And I'm very do you do there? 

grateful I've had the opportunity to do There are a lot of tennis players there, 
that. 1 haven't thought about what so you can practise. The weather and 

I'm going to do after tennis. climate is also better there. Yttu can 
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Emnlst jumpad from NoM to No.7 in the ATP 
raiwiiigt in 'SS. A pointer of things to coma In 
the futurat 


play outside almost the whole year. 
There are a lot of Swedes, so I usually 
play with them. 

You had an impressive 10-7 record 
against Top 10-ranked opponents 
last year, including big wins over 
Muster,Chang and Courier at the 
A'TPTour World Championships 
in November. Why are you so 
successful against the best 
players? 

(l-aughter)li's very hard to say. They 
arc so many good players out there 
that it's actually not that big a 
difference to play a guy ranked 9 or 30 
or 90.1 have to play really well to win 
every match. 1 really think that 1 can 
win every match. That's the altitude 1 
have whether 1 play No. 2 or No. 100. 

Is the Swedish press calling you 
"The Next Great Swedish Player" 
and putting a lot of pressure on 
you, or have they been more 
reasonable in their expectations? 
Actually they've been asking me more 
questions about how I'm handling the 
pressure, rather than putting pressure 
on me. I don't teel any pressure. That 
is because when they compare me 
with Borg or Wilander or fcdberg, that 
[level] is so far away from me. I'm 
really trying to concentrate on 
improving 

my game, so I actually don 't think 
very much about that. 

Let's talk about your coaching. In 
1991 you began working with 
Martin Bohm as part of the 
federation's "Team Beckers" 
along with Magnus Larsson, 
Nickias Kulti and Mikael 
Tillstrom. In 1993 Nystrom 
became your coach. How have 
Bohm and Nystrom each helped 
you develop? 

They helped me very much. I liked 
Martin Bohnt very much. Nystrom 
and Bohm have similar coaching 
philosophies and methods. 1 still have 
some contact with Martin Bohm. 
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They approach prartice sessions the 
same way—they really work hard 
and they make yon work hard. 
Joakim was a Top 10 playei himself. 
That really helps because he knows 
everything about the tour. 

Nystrom said this about you: 
"This guy has got the perfect 


Enqvist really enjoys his tennis, ami lakes the 
rough with the smooth in e his stride 


personality for tennis because he 
had two knee operations in 1994, 
and he said, 'OK, I'll do my rehab, 
no problem'. When he takes a bad 
loss, he just comes right back. He 


says, Til meet you tomorrow. 
Let's practise at 10'. He 
understands what to do with his 
wins and his losses." How did you 
develop this "perfect 
personality"? 

That's how I have been coached. And 
my goal has always been to improve 
all the time. Because there arc so 
many good players out there, you just 
can't assume you'll win. You have to 
train really hard. You have to 
understand that when you are not 
playing well, you're not going to win. 
The only way to prevent that is to 
work hard and keep improving. 

Do you think it was a mistake for 
yoi| to make your Davis Cup 
debut against the powerful U.S. 
team in the semifinals last 
September? 

No, not at all! 1 had been having a very 
good summer. 1 thought I should be 
playing Isinglcsj, and I did. I played all 
right. 1 lost to very good players, and 
there's nothing wrong with that. 
Actually it was a lot ol fun playing 
Davis Cup. Sweden always has very 
strong players so it's hard to get a place 
on the Davis cup team. When you are 
chosen, it's an honour to play Davis 
Cup. For me, it doesn't matter when I 
l)lay—the semifinal or the first round 
It's easier to play in the semifinal 
against (United] States ftecausc then 
you have less pressure on you. It's 
harder to play in the first round 
against a smaller country because you 
really have to win. Against the United 
Stales nobody expected us to win. 

You were one of several Prince 
players who play- tested the new 
Long Body rackets. What was 
your opinion of them? 

1 didn't like them very much. I'm tall 
enough anyway. 

Even though you are a Top 10 
player, most sports fans know 
little about you. What else would 
you like them to know about you? 

I'm pretty much a sptorts guy. I follow 
ice hockey a lot. I do a lot of sports 
when I'm not playing tennis. I skate, I 
play ice hockey, basketball, soccer. I 
love sports. 
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SINGAPORE 

SUNG! 

Singapore's initial venture into international cricket was a heady 
concoction of some good cricket some unique world records and of course, 
some major upsets 













Facing papa bottoni: Padang 
in Malay litarally means a 
'maiden'. Playing hosts to the 
Singer Cup, the Singapore 
Cricket Anociation put no 
stops in trying to gat the tiny 
island nation onto the 
international cricketing 
map. Judging by the rasponsa 
tbay got it was a successful 
maiden vanturo 

(Right) Aamir Sohail and his 
taam loft Pakistan with a vary 
short brief; defeat India at all 
costs. They not only 
succeeded in doing thatbut 
even went one step further. 
They ended up as the 
champions and in the process 
managed to soothe the frayed 
nerves of the Pakistani public 
to some extent 

(Bottom) When this g^ gets 
going, all one can do is 
watch. Sanath Jayasuriya as 
usual blitzkrieged the 
opposition, often giving the 
opposition no chance at all. 
But even his veliant efforts 
(he smashed four world 
records in the course of the 
tournament) were not good 
enough for Sri Lanka to 
continue their dream run 
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Clockwise From Right 
If it's a Pakistan-lndia match 
the adrenalin level rises to an 
extent where people from 
both countries consider 
diemselves to be at war...and 
while one country 
celebrates,the other mourns 
across the border. Sadly, 
even sport has not managed 
to better the relations 
between the two neighbours 

The Sri Lankan supporters in 
Singapore expected a lot 
from their cricket team after 
their World Cup campaign. 

But except for Jayasuriya, the 
rest of the team did not really 
impress. The delected faces 
tell the story 

Two sides of the same coin. 
The Pakistani supporters 
really had a lot to cheer 
about. Firstly their team 
avenged the defeat against 
India and to top H all. ended as 
champions. This was one 
group of very satisfied expats 
in Singapore 
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(TopK'What more do I have to 
do? ” Sachin Tendulkar 
seems to be asking the 
heavens above after yet 
another massive contribution 
to the Indian cause. Here he 
has just scored a century 
against Pakistan and then 
takes cover from some 
overzealous fans who ran on 
to the field 


Left: Pakistani players Saeed 
Anwar,Saleeni Malik and 
Ejaz Ahmed and manager 
Saleem Yousuf relax with a 
game of snooker at the 
Singapore Cricket Club 







(Right) Even now. Suni) 
Gavaskar certainly takes his 
batting very seriously, and 
can still be seen perfecting 
those shots of his. Ian 
Chappell (foreground) is 
another former great who 
takes to the field at every 
given opportunity as this 
picture, taken during a lunch 
interval, proves 


PHOTOGRAPHS KAMAL JULKA 






jreeiriiediiiij 



Y ITH the tactics 
day cricket having 
e''olved and even 
changed after the 
World Cup, our Indian cricket team 
are bound to find winning a little more 
difficult to come by than they did 
earlier. Manager Sandip Patil talks 
about a complete change of tactics and 
he's absolutely right. Obviously the 
resftected Mr.Patil has his own ideas 
about the change of tactics 
Azharuddin and the rest of the team 
ought to adopt. 

From my side, I believe winning is 
not as important as not losing. 

Because if you don't iose you're most 
likely to have won anyway, provided 
ties are banned. 

Here is a surprising colleaion of 
seven sure shot ways that will assure 
our struggling team success in future. 
The bottom line is the use of the 
clement of surprise. Readers are 
exhorted to rank them according to 
effectiveness and rush in their entries. 
They will be truly surprised if they win 
anything for it, primarily because 
there is no panel of judges for this 


competition. Anyhow, here goes. 

1) Firstly, we could easily spread a 
bomb scare where the match is being 
played. Then hope like hell that we're 
playing the Aussies or the Windies. 

2) Wc could refuse to bat even after 
having won the toss and electing to 
bat first. This would make it extremely 
difficult for the other team to bowl 
their quota ol overs in the limited time 
they have. In fact, they wouldn't be 
able to bowl any and therefore 
wouldn't be able to face any. We could 
treat it as a technical victory. 

3) Throw bottles at the crowd 
indiscriminately. This would confuse 
both the crowd and the opposition. 
They will surely collapse (the team, 
not the crowd) and probably also cave 
in. Victory wiJI be ours. 

4) Request the organisers to let us 
borrow the Cup for a while, to show it 
at home and to our triends. Then take 
the Cup with us in the field and keep 
looking at it adoringly between overs 
and runs. This will denurralise the 
op|)osilion and improve our chances. 

5) On the nnrrning of the final of a 
tournament, slip in a dummy 


newspaper under the dttors of the 
other team. The paper can carry 
headlines and stories about how the 
opposition didn't turn up and were 
disqualified. This will mislead them to 
believe that they overslept by a day 
and missed the match. Surely they 
will pack up and head sheepishly 
home. 

6) Win the toss, invite the other 
team to bat first and then send in our 
own opening batsman. With four 
openers in the middle, they will 
definitely find it difficult to 
co-ordinate particularly if our chaps 
keep yelling "Run, Run!"even belore 
each ball is bowled. 

7) Land up for the match in lootball 
gear and force thetii to believe they've 
brought the wrong team. Then act 
magnaniinoitsly and allow them to 
replace the team. Finally, cjuickly 
bowl them out while they're 
searching lor the goal post. 

Ol course, it would be tmu h simpler 
to just play good cricket and win the 
game, but that would really sut|tiise 
everyone, wouldn't it' 

Vinay Nigam 
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“As a sales executive, I had to travel 


to distant places for work. 


There are no petrol 





stations or mechanics out there, just bad roads^^^ad to rely totally on a hike that would 
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let me down. I asked my n^SC^hic'fo'r-jfSly^^/f^nd bought the 4S Champion. By 


never 



God's grace. I've h 
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]gia bolne ka the 
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• Bigger brake druma for aura • shot stopping • Cariani front suspension with adjustable rear shock absorbers 
for smoother rides • Powerful 3S watt headlamp. • Free Maintenance for 1 full year exciusivatv from BaJaL. 


LINTAS Bat 4S 672 26!9 
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TEST' MATCH 

How India's tour of England this summer, will decide 
the cricketing future of both captains, as well as many of 
the nlauer«: in tliH two teams 




Protect your car engine 
from heat-stroke! 
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TEST’MATCH 

How India's tour of England this 
summer will decide the 
cricketing future of both 
captains, as well as many of the 
players in the two teams 




SUMMER OF DISCONTENT 

If the pre-season rumblings are 
anything to go by, then English 
cricket is doomed to a restless 
summer 


"IF! FAIL, I'LL QUm" 

India's new cricket manager, 
Sandeep Patil, in an exclusive 
interview 


RASHBEHARiDAS 
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PHOTO FEATURE OF THE 
PEPSI CUP IN SHARJAH 
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WELCOME TO JURASSIC 
PARK! 


PAKISTAN: THE BITTER 
LOSERS 


INTERVIEW WITH BOBBY 
SIMPSON 

3 5 

MAILBAG 
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TENNIS INDEX 

} ; 


READERS'QUIZ 


EQUAL PRIZE MONEY IN 
WOMEN'S TENNIS 
NEEDEDI 


THE LAST RACE OF 
AYRTON SENNA 

Editor: Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi 

PtInM and putitihad for Ananda Bazv PaMw Ud., 
by Bljlt Kumar Baau at Ita preaa al 6 a B PraMa 
Sarkar Stiial and alao prfntad at Ananda Oftaal 
Prtvata Umitad. not 507. SHa IV. Sahbabad 
lnduaMatAraaQhailabad-201010.UttwPnadaah. 
Air aurehaige lor Srinagar and Ex-OaH and Tripura 
20 palaa. North Eaatam Stataa 25 pataa. 


COVER PHOTOGRAPHS BY 
PATRICK EAGAR AND ASHOKE 
CHAKRABORTY 


Cbaiming, cahn, aaff-eonfidant Hansia Cronja 
is all amilaa after hit country won the Papal 
Cup In their maiilon anpearanca in Sharjah. 
Hite young man, like Arjuna Aanatunga, 

flounthes in the cloak of caotaincy 


Fanio do ViHiers, South African's fsarsonw 
IwwlM wiklllaiiafad to get lift out of the 
ptecWhaPflndn in Sharjah. 
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SANDSTORM! 

Photo feature on the three-nation Pepsi Cup tournament in Sharjah 






Up goM the coin. Im Oiappall 
(¥wMi mUw) and HaotitCrw^ 
look skywofda, whilo Azhar 
sooms to bo kMkiM at Iho 
minaral watarbotno hold ia 
Crooia'a hand. In tho and. Crop ja 
won tbo toaa and docidod to bit 
first 


-hOOPi 



Tho South Mrican toam woro lha 
doaorahifl wtamars of tho Papal 
Cap. Thoy staitad thoir donMlWon 
job Irani day one and unllka in tho 


1 1 15 ;;, iL 


off-day In tho onliro towBamoiiL 
It just shows how dadicatloa, 
dotormination and diaciplino has 
coaloscod to form a nonvorial 
sida. Is tbara aayboay to slop 
than now? 
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PHOTO F E A TORE 



MIm tfwelMan la SbMfrii M 
Mthlag to ehaw ham abMrt. 
nwn woi doflalM* a foN 
hUMmatbapaUict 
•xpwMioM aiHl«t irtoyan 
parfonnaaet 


Hm Pikiftan tarn takiog ■ 
bnathar doriai tha arinki biMk 
wHh aw coioiirfiil N|*i eart 
Tkay loot aw chaaca ta raaeb aw 
ftwi bacaoaa awy had a laaaar 
nn row. AHheogh aw fact waa 
awt India and Pakiatan only wan 
ana awteb aach and hanca, 
iwUhar wan a daaaivinn 
candidala ta raach aw mwl 










BCCI President I.S.Bindrs cooling off on en 
ice-creem. Or meybe he’s just practising the 
art of taking it cool. Ha'll dwinrtely need to 
during tba forthcoming ICC elections. Or when 
the public turn the heat on towards the Board 
for wo fluctuating fortunes of tndion cricket? 
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Glamour and glHz. A fashion show was held at 
Sharjah durins the tournament to 
commemorate the 100th ono-day international 
that was played in die course of the Pepsi Cup. 
The presem-day cricketers have the problem 
of coping with too many distractions off the field 


Who s that girl? Well, diet's Sangeeta Bijlani 
in Shariah. Perhaps the placard held up by e 
fen in the stadium summed it ell up; 'Sangeeta: 
Nothing official about H, Azhar' 


PHOTOGRAPHS KAMAL JULKA 
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TEST 
MATCH 


Haw India's tour of England this summer, will 
decide the cricketing future of both captains, as 
well as many of the players in the two teams 





O VER sixty years ago when 
an Indian cricket team first 
went on a tour of 
England,the captain was 
said to have more Rolls Royces in his 
garage than runs to his credit. 
Today.another Indian cricket team is 
in Old Blighty,but much has changed, 
even though captain Azharuddin 
could claim that he has quite a huge 
collection of watches to his credit.The 
present captain’s craving for watches 
is, however, not intense enough to 














Azharuddin saams to ba contamplating his 
future, while his deputy Tendulkar seams 
preny much in control of the situation. Tha 
England series is going to be Azhar's acid test 

surpass the number of Test wins India 
has amassed over the last few 
years—especially since 'India's most 
successful captain’took over on the 
New Zealand tour six years ago. 

No longer does an Indian team go to 
England with the sole objective of 
avoiding innings defeats. No sir, those 


were the days when 'gay' meant 
happy. Today the Indian cricket team 
is in England as favourites to extraa 
some revenge over the 'mother 
country'. If Indian cricket has 
progressed rapidly from the days 
when Indian fielders threw the ball in 
underarm from the boundary and 
opening bowlers weie merely used to 
get rid of the shine from the ball for the 
spinners to use, then English cricket 
has almost undergone a similar 
transgression. 

So drastically have the proverbial 
tables turned that it would be 
considered a major upset if the insipid 
and under motivated Englishmen 
pulled the wool over the eyes of 
Azharuddin's men. In fact, the form 
book now says shockingly, that it will 
be the tourists who will be under 
pressure to win more than the home 
team. Moreover, remembei that the 
last lime the two teams met, Graham 
Gooch's team were sent packing three 
nil and the prawns had less to do with 
it than the minefields that were 
disguised as c ricket pitches on that 
tour. Granted that English cricket is in 
the pits,but we (and our team) must 
remember that playing cricket in India 
in your own backyard and playing in 
England under those conditions of 
early summer are two very separate 
propositions. 

The optimistic Indian cricket fan 
has already made up his mind that 
there is no way India can lose to a 
team riddled with bits and pieces 
ofmediocrity.and his only interest on 
this tour is centred around the future 
ol some ol the players involved. 

On no tour in recent times has the 
future of the two opposing captains 
hinged as on this one.li would take a 
Ray Illingworth ora Gundappa 
Vishwanath to predict that by the end 
of the tour either Michael Atherton or 
Azharuddin would be pressing the 
eject button. 

Mohammad Azharuddin's dream 
run of home Test wins tomes under 
threat. Now he laces the reality of 
leading the team outside India.where 
he has never won a Test series.Apart 
from the obvious pressures his own 
personal life has nlaced on him, Azhar 


will face the unprecedented prospect 
of having to win the series against 
England to make the pass mark. A loss 
to England,who now must be the 
'wooden spooners" of international 
cricket, must bring about Azhar's 
downfall even sooner than when his 
tenure officially runs out in 
September, 

It would be an understatement to 
say that Azhar is a lucky man-nay, a 
lucky captain. Of course it takes luck 
to win cricket matches, but over and 
above this, Azhar is fortunate that 
there is a majority opinion that it is 
much loo early to catapult his deputy- 
cum- captain designate into the hot 
seat. What other reason can there be 
to explain why he has still managed to 
hang on to the job despite the team's 
inconsistency and his own dismal 
form? Perhaps no other Indian cricket 
captain has been allowed so much 
luxury in keeping his job as Azhar has. 

The point is proved if one compares 
Azhar's position to that of Vinod 
Kambli who is paying the price for 
indiscipline (it can't be poor form can 
it, if you compare it to the captain's 
current form with the bat!) and 
paying it with a high rate ol interest at 
that. Perhaps the selectors have finally 
prompted Kambli to seriously think 
about the rumours of his immigrating 
to New Zealand to make a career there. 

But then Indian selectors always 
have strange ways of doing things. 
Why. they have even sent Saurav 
Ganguly on a tour where his main 
contribution will probably be to serve 
the drinks occasionally. And if the 
reports of his last lour (1991 -92) are to 
be believed, then the man Bengal 
cricket aptly calls "Maharaj" can'x 
even do the duties of the twelfth man 
competently enough. 

Talking about twelfth men, the 
English team seems to be full of 
cricketers who would be best suited to 
accompanying the drinks trolley. 
Sadly for Atherton, he is left with the 
burden of securing his own future 
with such a team.Question is can he 
motivate them enough to save his 
own neck and thereby place the 
guillotine over Azhar's? 

Andy O'Brien 
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Oh, To Be In England! 

A statistical look at India's fortunes in England 






Series 

Tests 

Won 

Drawn 

Lost 

1932 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1936 

3 

0 

1 

2 

1946 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1952 

4 

0 

1 

3 

1959 

5 

0 

0 

5 

1967 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1971 

3 

1 

2 

0 

1974 

3 

0 

0 

3 

1979 

4 

0 

3 

1 

1982 

3 

0 

2 

1 

1986 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1990 

3 

0 

2 

1 


}8 


3 


14 


21 


* India's lirsi ever Tesi (as wdl as series) victory over England in English soil achieved in the third Test of the three 
Test series at The Oval in 1971 (19-24 August) under the leadership ol Ajit Wadekar. Itidia wonby 4 wickets. 

* India earned their second and third Test win in England—at Lord’s (by 5 wickets) and Leeds (by 279 runs) tn 
1986 three -Test scries, captained by Kapil Dev 


Indian performances in England 

Highest total: 

606/9 declared, 3rd Test, first innings. Oval, 1990 
Lowest total 

42; Second Test, second innings. Lord’s, 1974 
Highest Individual Innings 

Sunil Gavaskar 221 -Fourth Test, Second innings. Oval, 1979 
Biggest Victory 

By 279 runs; Second Test, Leeds, 1986 
Worst defeat 

By an innings and 285 runs; Second Test, Lord’s, 1974 
Highest run-aggregate in a series 
Sunil Gavaskar; 542 in thiee Tests, 1979 
Most number of Centuries 
Dilip Vengsarkar; Four 

103 ; Lord’s, Second Test, Second innings, 1979 
1 57 ; Lord’s, First Tc'st, Second innings, 1982 
126*: Lord’s, First Test, First innings, 1986 
102*: Leeds, Second Test, Second innings, 1986 


HAHSH MAN HAl 



Dilip Vengsarkar became the only Indian cricketer to score three successive centuries at Lord's, 
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(Facing pagalVangsarkar haa tha distinction of 
being tha only Indian to score three successive 
centuries at Lord's 

(Right)No Indian has surpassed Gavaskar's 
record of scoring 221 runs in an innings 


Those, who scored two or more centuries 
Vijay Merchant: 114-Sccond Test, Manchester, 1936 
128-Third Test, The Oval, 1946 
Siini! Gavaskar; 101-First Test, Manchester, 1974 
221-FourtltTest, Oval, 1979 
Ravi Shasiri: 100-First Test, Lord’s, 1990 
187-ThirdTest, Oval, 1990 
Mohd. A/haniddin; 121-First Test, Lord's, 1990 

179-Second lest. Old Trafford. 1990 

Youngest rlayei to Store a Century 

Sat hin Tendulkar; 118*- Second Test, Second innings. 

Old Traflord, at the age of 17 years and 112 days 

Total number of centuries: 22 
Best Bowling in an innings 

L. Amar Singh: 6/)5-Lord's, 1 si Test, 1st innings, 1936 
Best Bowling in a match 

Chetan Sharma; 10/188-Edgbaston, third Test, 1986 
Highest wickets in a series 

SubhasGupte; 17 wickets (Ave 34,64) in 5 Tests, 19S9 
Highest wickets in a three Tests Series 
Chetan Sharma. 15 wic kets, 1986 
Highest partnership for any wicket 

222 tor the 4th wicket: Vijay Hj/are(89) and Vijjv Manirekar (I 



, Leeds, first Test, 1952 


Highest Second innings total 

429/8; Oval fourth Test, 1979(set 438tovvm, ultimately India reached 429 forS - Just 9 runs short ol victory target) 

Successive four sixes off one over 

Kapil Dev; Lord's, first Test, 1990, off Eddie Hemmings. 

It was a world record, ihe previous record ol three sixes by England's Waller Hammond oil New Zealand's Newman at 
Auckland, in 1932-33 and West Indian Sylvester Clarke olf Pakistani bowler Na/ir Ahmed at Faisalabnd in 1980-81 


India against England in Test Cricket 



Matches played 

Won 

Lust 

Drawn 

In India 

43 

11 

10 

22 

In England 

38 

3 

21 

14 

Total: 

81 

14 

31 

36 


India against Engiand in One day Internationals 



Matches played 

Won 

Lost 


In India 

19 

9 

10 


In England 

10 

4 

6 


Total: 

29 

13 

16 



COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 
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SUMMER OF 
DISCONTENT 


If the pre-season 
rumblings are anything 
to go by, then English 

cricket is doomed to a 
restless summer 


FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


. AYMOND ILLINGWORTH 

‘ must be the Narashima Rao 

f ()l English cricket. But like 

' . his distant south Indian, 

Brahim, non-cricketing counterpart, 
he too survives, against all odds. 
Against all expectations, amid 
all-round criticism and failure. 

Even after the media lore him apart, 
even after England's cricketing 
fortunes reached its nadir on recent 
overseas tours, especially the World 
Cup, and even after many influential 
bigwigs in England's county circles 
launched a personal crusade' against 
him, Illingworth came unscathed to 
be reinstated as England's chairman of 
the selection board. Now, once again, 
he can make or break peoples'career, 
toy with England's ciicketing 
reputation, and even dismissed some 
of the living legends of English cricket 
as mere non-entities. 

In the latter case, his immediate 
target has obviously been Ian 
Botham, who had been quite keen on 
being involved in England's cricketing 
matters as a member of the selection 

Ray IliinBMroitii (with Patar Lavar on hi* right) 
cama unacathod to ho rainttatad aa chairman 
of tho aaloction board 
14 


board. When internal politics of the 
Test and County Cricket Board 
(TCCB) wrecked Botham'seflorts to 
be on the selection panel, and helped, 
mysteriously enough, the overseer of 
the long drawn English cricketing 


discomfiture to win back his throne. 
Ray Illingworth dismissively 
commented: "He (Botham) is good at 
motivating himself, but we don't 
know how good he's at motivating 
others; he didn't do it that well when 







NaiterHi»nin,whohada«iccatsful 
campaign in Pakiitan laat winter, lurpriaingly fjji 
ia not avan a regular mombar of the England ; y;-.': 

loam 


PROFESSIONAL SPORT 


he was captain. And what Botham has 
said in print in recent times has not 
done him any good." 

Well, who else, save Illingworth, 
could have said that. He, indeed, is the 
fittest one to comment on the subject 
of saying the right things and wrong. 
He himself has exemplified how to 
upset a whole team, undermine tiie 
morale of individual players, make his 
captain look like a helpless stooge by 
making reckless, irresponsible and 
degrading comments on almost 
everyone. And the greatest, most 





PATRICK EAGAR 



remarkable thing about him is that he 
has got away with it all—absolutely 
scot-free, thanks to the deep, 
inscrutable, unfathomable internal 
politics and vested interests of various 
pressure groups operating within the 
English cricketing hierarchy. 

These cricketing bigwigs are very 
proud of the free, fair and democratic 
method of 'seleaing' their selectors, 
where all the counties vote in favour 
of their favourite candidates, with no 
undue interference or influence 
created by the powers-that-be. 

And yet, on the eve of this 
democratic, fair votimg, Mr. A. C. 
Smith, the honourable chief 
executive of the TCCB sent a discreet 
letter to all the counties warning them’ 
of complications of candidates with 
substantial media interests. 

The neutral Mr. Smith was 
obviously referring to Botham's 
involvement with the media as 
commentator, writer and expert. And 
he was not so discreetly telling 
everyone not to vote for him. 

No wonder, some of the notoriously 
blunt and pro-Botham newspapers 
saw this as a conspiracy and called the 
TCCB "The Dirty Tricks Department 
of Lord's." 

And to those who may be 
wondering why 1 am telling them this 
story, I would like to add that it is 
against this backdrop of conspiracy 
and ‘ diny tricks' that England is 
preparing to face two of the world's 
mightiest cricketing powers: India and 


COl ORSPOHf 


Will Atherton be eble to do justico to tho 
position he hes been entrusted with even efier 
0 shebby psrformonce in the Wills World Cop? 



Pakistan. In fact, things cante to such a 
stage that Ray Illingworth confessed 
that the "intrigue" of the last month 
did jjrompt him to consider 
resignation, but one must not forget 
that "Deep down I am a stubborn 
bugger.’" 

So IS Narashima Rao, though he may 
never put it in as many words. 

But ii the intrigue <d English cricket 
has left billerness.lhe most interesting 
thing to watch in the luiiire would be 
the baptism of England's new coach 
David l.loyd Just the ttiher day he was 
bubbling around optimistically during 
a matth between England A and The 
Rest, safe in the knowledge that at 
least on this occasion he would 
definitely oversee a winning side. 
Because throughout the game he was 
responsible lot the prepaiation ol 
both teams. 

He would dcliniiely not have the 
same luxury when the Indians or 
Pakistanis arrive. Chances are at that 
time, he would be overseeing a side 
unsure ol itsell and unable to cast 
away the memories ol its annu.s 
hnnihilis. 

So, lor David l.loyd. it is not going to 
be an easy baptism Especially, now 
that several ol Englatid's inellective 
winter tourists — notably Alec 
Stewart, Robin Smith, Mark 
Ramprakash and Phil DeFreitas—can 
no longer be quite optimistic about 
the length of their Test careers. But 
the big question is who is going to 
replace them? 

If David Lloyd acerpts the argument 
that it was time to give them the 
opportunity to reflect on their careers 
or write autobiographies, rather than 
play cricket, then he has to make up 
his mind about a bunch of new players 
who have shown some promise, but 
probably not enough to deserve 
selection to the Test side. The selectors 
are keeping a keen eye on the early 
season form ol Nasser Hussain, Nick 
Knight and Andrew Caddick. But 
trouble is those who are speaking in 
favour of these new talents have 
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dlrcady befii accused of over — 
optimism. 

But llieie is another side to the 
story. As laras Nasser Hussain is 
concerned, the talk of over-optimism 
is rubbish. In fact, there are those 
amonji England's cricket pundits who 
think that the career of Nasser Hussain 
in a way provides a simple thesis to 
explain why English cricket is in such 
a Hiuddle. The fact that he is still not a 
regular member of the England team 
speaks volumes lor the selectors' 
myopic vision. 

Believe it or not, back in 1989 this 
guy was chosen ahead of Mike 
Atherton lor the tour of the West 
Indies. At 21, he was heralded as a 
nlayer of rich promise, even though 
he had yet to complete a full first-class 
season. 

During that winter's Caribbean 
tour, Hus.sain's contributions were 
modest, no doubt about that; but a 
total of 100 runs from three Tests, 
scored with a broken wrist was no 
mean achievement either. It certainly 


The ones dapandabla bataman Robin Smith is 
not quito sure bow long ha will continua his 
Tast carear. But than who is going to roplaco 
him? 

showed hts strong temperament and 
potential for a long Test career. Yet, lie 
had to wait until 1993, for another 
chance. 

Moreover, in the four Tests against 
Australia he averaged 30, but despite, 
another Caribbean tour, he has not 
played tor England since. It is difficult 
to understand why somewhere along 
the line the seleaors lost the courage 
of their conviction. 

And if you look at his current 
statistics: last year he scored almost 
two thousand runs at an average of 54 
and has just returned from a 
successful winter as the captain of the 
England A side in Pakistan. In short, at 
28 this man is at his peak. 

And /et, the selectois are still 
indecisive, which is such a shame. As 
one renowned cricket pundit put it, 

"If Hussain had been an Australian, 
you can surmise that by now he 


would cither have played 40 or 50 Test 
matches or have been discarded as not 
good enough". 

Instead, the England selectors still 
don't know. For a promising young 
man like Nasser Hussain, that must 
have been extremely agonising. For 
England, it is a situation that can only 
be described as tragic. 

In lact. at the moment it is the new 
coach David Lloyd's optimism that 
provides the only silver lining in 
England's all round despair, though 
his optimism has already come under 
fire. He relumed from the under-19 
tour of Zimbabwe singing the praises 
of two young fast bowlers, Paul 
Hutchison of Yorkshire and Alex 
Tudor of Surrey. Putting faith in them 
against teams like India and Pakistan, 
who possess some t>f the most 
enchanting cricketers on the globe, 
may once again be criticised as 
over-optimism. 

But then, apart from optimism, in 
varying degrees, what else has 
England got at the moment, anyway. 
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WELCOME 
TO JURASSIC 


PARK! 


According to a 
Pakistani journalist, 
who covered the World 
Cup in India, the media 
facilities were poor at 
most venues and 
transmitting copies was 
a daily nightmare 


OMPAREDto 
India, Pakistan is 
heaven." This 
observation came 
from British and New Zealand 
journalists during the quarter-finals 
of the World Cup in Madras. 

The journalists were comparing the 
facilities offered to the media in both 
India and Pakistan, the co-hosts of the 
World Cup. At that time, the 
preliminary rounds of the 
tournament and three quarter-finals 
had gone by and the remarks by the 
British and New Zealand journalists 
only added to the sense of 
despondency of the Indian scribes, 
who were present at the Chepauk 
Stadium. 

The Indian journalists, to be fair, did 
not contest this observation, 
conceding that Indcom (the Indian 
arm of the World Cup Organising 
Committee) had failed to really rise to 
the expectations and promise of 
hi-tech facilities for the media in India. 
II 


An Atrial view of the 
Ahnwdabad cricket 
ground whore the 
spectetort are glued 
to a Wills World Cup 
niatch.Woll, 
everything seanMd to 
have gone smoothly 
but it was a nightmare 
for the journalists. At 
the venue there was 
absolute chaos when 
120 mediamen had to 
litorallydeiwndon 
one phonal 






One is quoting British and New 
Zealand journalists because they had 
the opportunity of covering matches 
in Pakistan and India, whereas, this 
correspondent was based in India. But 
from experience in India, one can 
safely say that the authorities in India 
were ignorant of the demands of 
journalists in the modern world. 

This is particularly true when one 
considers the fact that India was 


hosting seven matches under 
floodlights. The late finishes in these 
matches made deadlines sharper, and 
it is here that an appreciation of 
communication and transmission 
needs would have been necessary. 
Alasl Most of the officials running the 
shows in India appeared to dwell in a 
time warp. Their inability to 
understand and organise good media 
facilities meant that not just the 



short shrift. After ail, isn't the right to 
know one of the cornerstones of any 
democratic set-up? 


Pakistan might not have the 
thriving democracy that we talk 
about. But they tried to ensure that 
the means to communicate was 
simple and easy. And this 
acknowledgement came directly from 
the journalists, including the Indians, 
who had covered matches in this 
country. This was quite in contrast to 
the hue and cry raised in Pakistan by 
the local journalist community over 
the media facilities being offered for 
the World Cup. 

According to one British journalist, 
the sight of 30-40 telephones with 
separate lines in the press box at a 
place like Peshawar was a joy to 
behold. Innumerable fax machines, 
ISD lines (for transmission through 
computer notebooks) and power 
points at virtually every table made 
working and communicating very 
easy. 

One Indian journalist conceded 
that the swanky Rawalpindi Cricket 
Association press box was another 
outstanding piece of work. The media 
box. situated on the second floor, had 
transparent glass walls on three sides. 
Each table seated just two journalists, 
on extremely comfortable chairs (to 
work eight to ten hours) and provided 
power points, telephones and a very 
good view of any of the televisions 
placed in the box. 

"Even a centre like Faisalabad, 
which is beyond the beyond, had 
excellent communication facilities, 
besides offering a good view and 
convenient access to all other 
facilities," stated the Indian scribe. 

Before the World Cup, one 
expected India would provide all 
these basic facilities, if not more. But 
Puncom, which initially stated that 
they would provide all support and 
help for communication, and the 
various staging associations whose 
officials' ignorance came to the fore 
like nothing else numerous times, put 
up a very disappointing show. 

Of course, the Indian telecom 
department was surely to blame for 
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r he hoiiti up iiiul should tioi he 
lorgoin'ii even lon^toliet iheeveni. 
Ahsohile t lions was wllnessed in 
Alimedahad, whete (here was pist 
one phone lot 120 nuirnalisis, and 
haioda, where ihe loial workeis 
\ ninalh sahoiavied the media cenui. 
Journalists interviewing former maneger 
Wadekar and captain Azharuddin in a 
somewhat congenial atmosphere. But Azhar 
was shocked whan he went up to the press box 
at the KSCA and commented: "Why are you 
people putting up with such rubbish"(outdated 
facilities) 


iniinediaiely ahei ihe maieh and this 
is onh loo vsell known lo those who 
were in Iiniia. 

In llyderahad, one las mathine 
arrived at the venne a sonple <>l horns 
alter the start ol the match Madras 
Wdsd hii;j;er mess, li anvthinj;. Sotoo, 
wete len'res liki Delhi, (aipnrand 
Kanpur. The only CNcepiion was 
Vish.ikaiiatnam, vvheie the sviihes 
weie happy with the lacililies ollered 
there. 


In Delhi, ihe seatiny; lor the press 
petsi'iis was provided on the rool ol a 
siill-under-eonstriiciion pavilion and, 
believe it oi not. whenever the crowd 
roaied, the llooiinf> shook. 
Fortunatelv, the ram iloiids which 
ihreaiened to poiii down did not open 
tip, except lor a few minutes m the 
inoinmi: session, and as a result, those 
joninalrsis who had corntniter 
notebooks and electronic tvyiewriters 
riishe.i to ihe saletv of the makeshili 
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media centre (which housed both the 
telecom and Piincom pe<iple) in 
another section »)f the buildin)’ with a 
separate entrance. 

But what about India's very own 
Silicon Valley? 

Known lor its high-tech indiisiries 
which provide software wi)rldwide 
with state-of-the-art lacilities. 
Bangalore (where India and Pakistan 
played, and where Pakistan lost) 
should have been the dream centie 
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The WorldTel crew; Surprisingly the TV crew 
were not victims of red tapeism as has bean 
evident in the past 

lor the media. Instead, it wasaiolossal 
flop. 

Nagraj, i tie secretary of the 
Karnataka State Cricket Association 
(KSt A), who promised a most 
modern press box, must surely be out 
ol loiitii with reality. Whoever 
advised him on the design and 
tonsiniction ol the media box must 
still be living in the 191()s. 

The box was crammed w'ith ugly 
benches and plastic bucket chairs. 
There were no power points in sight. 
Close to “iO extensions, were drawn 
liom one siiiijily source, and only tlie 
iact that there was iro tiise prevented a 
blowout. There was not a single 
phone in the press box and the 
communication centre was lour stairs 
away. Their dealing with the telecom 
department (which had brought 
ancient phones with moulded wires) 
was a nightmare, as they simply 
refused to listen to reason and accept 
the UTl card (international credit card 
issued to journalists for sending faxes 
and telexes) and even install a telex 
machine for the Pakistani and 
Bangladeshi Journalists, who were 
finding it difficult to get fax lines to 
their respective countries. 

Former Indian captain Sunil 


Gavaskar was highly critical of the 
press box and wondered why tiie 
KSCA did not have an additional press 
box to complement the original one, 
which was said to be far better than, 
the 'most modern one.' Indian skipper 
Mohammad A?haruddin. who came 
to the press box alter the match was 
equally vocal in his criticism ol the 
press box. "Wh) aie vou people 
putting up with such rubbish?" he 
asked pointedly. 

The best facility was oilered at the 
Wankhede Stadium in Bombay, 
where the press box was a most 
modern one. The points that need to 
be made is that, in India, with more 
associations switching over to 
day-night facilities, the media ought 
to be better equipped to handle 
sharper deadlines. Secondly, fellow 
colleagues in Pakistan, who had 
sharply criticised the media managers 
appointed by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) to look alter the media 
facilities during the World Cup, 
should have come to India, to see for 
themselves the lacilities offered there 
and then made a proper comparison. 

Like one Indian journalist said: "If 
media centres and press boxes in 
Pakistan were software parks, those in 
India were .Jurassic Park." 

Waheed Khan 
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BITTER LOSERS! 

Pakistan's hangover after losing to India in the World Cup still hasn't 
ended. WAHEED KHAN the only Pakistani reporter in India during 
the quarterfinal match recounts the trauma 


INCH returning from India, 
the question that has been 
pul constantly to me has been 
why did Pakistan lose to India 
in Bangalore? Was there some hanky 
panky involved in the sudden 
withdrawal of Wasim Akram from the 
match and so on? 

Fortunately or unfortunately (from 
the Pakistani perspective), since 1 was 
the only Pakistani journalist based in 
India for the World Cup matches, I 
believe it is time that once and for all 
this controversy about Pakistan 
intentionally throwing the quarter 
final is cleared. 

1 pers<*nally put down the 
reluctance of our people to accept the 
defeat to India to the traditional 
rivalry with our neighbours, the 
unreasonably high expectations from 
our team, the way our players have 
tainted their reputations in recent 
limes and also to our inbuilt psyche, 
which is such that we always search 
for excuses or scapegoats to explain a 
defeat. We simply cannot accept that 
in any given sport there has to be a 
loser, just as there has to be a victor. 

But having said this, one must also 
add here that the defeat to India 
would not have resulted in so many 
adverse reactions had our team lost 
gallantly and had there not been so 
many strange happenings before and 
during the match. 

The way the Pakistanis went about 
the match was simply amazing. There 
were so many moments when we 
could have taken control Irom the 
Indians, but due to lack of initiative 
and planning, nothing happened. 

Wasim Akram with Mohammad Azharuddin 
at Bangalore, the rival captains keep their 
aggression restictnd to the field, off n there is 
no animosity between them 

22 






Take for example the decision lo play 
three fast bowlers and one spinner, 
when manager Inthikab Alam himself 
had proclaimed before the game that 
the wicket at the Ghinnaswamy 
Stadium would be a turner. 

Keeping in mind Inthikab's 
experience and his long stint with the 
national team, one took his reading of 
the wicket at face value and expeaed 


that he would go into the game with 
either five specialist bowlers, i.e three 
fast bowlers and two spinners, or with 
two fast bowlers and two spinners. 

Instead Ata ur Rehman was asked 
to play his first match of the World 
Cup in place of the injured Akram. 
All said and done Rehman returned as 
the best bowler of the match, as 
WaqarYounis, Aaquib .laved, 
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Mushtaq Ahmed and part timers 
Aamir Sohail and Salim Malik took 
considerable hammering from the 
Indian batsmen. 

But one doubts Rehman's figures 
would have remained respectable if 
he had been asked to bowl in the slog 
overs,but that is another issue. He was 
fortunate to keep on getting constant 
advice from Waqar Younis, Sohail and 
the other players when he was 
bowling his lull ten overs in one Sfwll. 
The point is that Pakistan sorely 
missed the services of a specialist 
finger spinner in the Indian innings, 
which only gained momentum in the 
final ten overs to be honest, as earlier 
all the batsmen including the free 
scoring Sachin Tendulkar, Sanjay 
Manjrekar, Navjot Sidhu and 
Azharuddin had struggled to gel 
going. Sidhu emerged the top scorer, 
but the Pakistanis never really played 
on his weaknesses on the off-side, 
even though he was visibly nervous. 
Tendulkar for the umpteenth time 
failed to gel a big score against 
Pakistan. 

Waqar until this stage had been 
bowling inspired stuff and it was 
obvious to all in the jam packed 
stadium that the Indians were not 
exactly keen on facing the Burewalla 

bombshell.but the bombshell went 

to pieces in his final two overs, as Ajay 
Jadeja, Anil Kumble, and even 
Srinath never had it s<t good. 

40 runs from two overs is certainly 
not a performance you expect from a 
seasoned pcrfoimer like Waqar, even 
given that perhaps he was having a 
bad day. This theory appears thin, 
given that in his first eight overs, 
Waqar had conceded only 27 runs for 
Azhar's scalp. 

If the Pakistanis gave away 
something like 55 runs in the last 
three overs, it was due to rank bad 
field placings and the reluctance 
of Sohail to seek the help of the old 
fox, Javed Miandad, who was 
banished to the third man boundary, 
when the team should have made full 
use of his cricketing acumen in such a 
vital and important match. Where 
Miandad was concerned it was a 
different story and one of the reasons 
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A lot hat boon written on tho hoavy oocurity 
blanket thrown around both the teams at 
Bangalore, and keeping in mind the heavily 
charged atmosphere, it was totally justified 

why Pakistan could not win the World 
Cup. Even to the outsider it was so 
obvious that Miandad was not 
welcome in the team and Inthikab 
and Akram did not consider him 
important enough to seek his counsel. 
It was a sad end to Miandad's long and 
glorious international career. 

While all this was happening on the 
field, no help came from the dressing 
room, whereas Akram and Inthikab 
should have intervened and advised 
the bowlers to simply stick to 
economy rather then getting wickets 
in the slog overs. The Indian batsmen 
revelled in such circumstances and in 
the process sent the capacity crowd 
into raptures. 

Even after all this, Pakistan were 
not out of the game, as Saeed Anwar 
and Aamir Sohail played 11 i< ket, 
which can only be described as a 
combination of sheer poetry and 
savagery. The two left handers 
launched such a stirring attack on the 
bowlers, that within a few overs, 

A/har and Tendulkar were at a loss to 
curtail the runs, which saw 86 runs 
coming in the first ten overs and the 
hundred up tn the 13th over. 

Pakistan had got a start which had 
demoralised the Ittdians and shut up 
the partisan ctowd. At this stage, what 
was required was some sane advice 
from the dressing room, some careful 
planning and calculation and a move 
out of the ordinary to further off-set 
the Indiati captain and his bowlers. 

Nothing ol this sort happened, as 
Saeed and Sohail tailed to drop anchor 
and take the mate h beyond India's 
reach. First Saeed fell in the I Ith over 
and then Sohail went two overs later, 
essaying a shot, which can only be 
described as horrendous and totally 
unnecessary, as ten runs had already 
been collccTed in the particular over. 
He chose the wrong lime to needle 
Prasad, who was then lotally 
demoralised and was looking for a 
straw to save himself from drowning 
into the pits of despair and 
humiliation in front of his home 






crowd. One rank bad and foolish shot 
and Prasad, who is greatly underrated 
as a bowler, was back in business with 
his tail up and then he produced the 
spell, which Azhar was hoping (or, 
and on which the fate of the match 
changed the course back towards 
India. 

One could not understand just 
what sort of home work Inthikab had 
done on the tournament and match. 
Before Bangalore in the World Cup, 
every team had tried something 
different whenever chasing a big total 
to offset their opponents. Not 
Pakistan. The Sri Lankans had shown 
in the preliminary round game against 
India at New Delhi that Azhar's 
bowling resources with the exception 
df Kumble were rather ordinary, and 
all it required was some sensible 
batting to even chase a big total over 
260 plus. 

It was obvious that the Lankans had 
done their homework on how to 
chase a big total against India, whereas 
in the Pakistani dressing room, there 
appeared to be no thinking at all. 
Infaa, throughout the tournament, 
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Sidhu rmnained one of India's most 
consistent pleyeis scoring a valHable 93 in 
tha quarterfinal before departing 

there appeared to be no planning at all 
and for this one blames the manager, 
who is paid a hefty professional fee for 
his job. Even in Karachi, Inthikab 
made a blunder and misread the 
wicket against South Africa, when he 
said that the track would turn and 
Saqlain Miishtaq was played. The 
move back fired as no turn was 
noticed at all. 

Coming back to the Wasim Akram 
issue of why he did not play, the 
doctor and physiotherapist of the 
team German, Dan Kiesal, himself 
told this correspondent that Wasim 
was very keen to play and was given 
pain killing and numbing injections 
on the morning of the match to enable 
him to atleast send down ten overs. 
However, the injections did not do the 
trick, as Wasim kept on complaining 
of acute pain in his left rib cage, which 
restricted his movements. According 
to Kiesal, Wasim had partially 
ruptured his side muscles,, which 


could be very painful. 

All the talk about Pakistan 
intentionaliy throwing away the match 
after taking bribes from bookie 
syndicates, one should put down to the 
events of the last one year, when 
Pakistan's image has been 
considerably tarnished owing to the 
betting and bribery scandals. True 
there was a considerable presence of 
bookies in India during the World 
Cup, but their activities were 
restriaed outside the stadiums, as the 
Indian Board also took several steps to 
ensure that no betting scandal 
involving players came up during the 
competition. It is said that Indian 
bookies lost some ten crores of rupees 
on March 9, on a Pakistani win in 
Bangalore. 

Then the talk about the mystery 
message sent out to Aamir .Sohail 
shortly before his dismissal and 
insinuations that it was ati tiffer from 
the bookies, is also a load of bull...., 
since one only had to watch Sohail 
that day to realise that he was so 
charged up that he would not have 
exchanged victory over India for even 
a crorc of rupees. 

Frankly speaking, some of our 
cricketers in the past might have 
indulged in some shady deals, but on 
that day in Bangalore, there was no 
way they were going to bargain for 
anything other than a win over India. 

There was a lot at stake, the pride 
included. 

As far as talking and joking to the 
Indian players are concerned, well, 
there is nothing wrong in that, 
because all the rivalry was on the Held 
and should be like that. So if Wasim 
was pictured with Azhar smiling, it 
was nothing more than a public 
relations exercise by the Pakistani 
learn to impress the Indian public and 
earn some sympathy for future 
cricketing tics in the sub continent. 

One can understand the 
disappointment people back at home 
must have felt at losing the match, but 
this certainly does not justify calling 
up the players' homes and abusing 
their family members, burning 
Wasim's and SohaiTs effigies, or the 
defeat being given so much of 
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importance that it was even discussed 
at the National Assembly. The height 
of absurdity is the case filed by a 
citizen, seeking confirmation that 
Wasim was indeed injured and 
another taking a plea that cricket 
should be banned in the country. 

Even the photographs that were 
published after the defeat by some 
Urdu publications showing the 
players dancing and enjoying 
themselves with the opposite sex 
were in bad taste and nothing more 
than a cheap attempt to sell their 
newspapers or magazines. It was 
revealed later that the photographs 
were old ones, taken during the South 
Atrican tour of 1993, when indeed 
Pakistan cricket was without pride or 
motivation. 

In Bangalore, there was no way the 
Pakistani players could have had a 
whale of a time, since the security 
blanket around them was so intense 
and at times so suffocating that even 
the eatables provided to them were 
first checked and tasted by Indian 
security agencies before being cleared 
for consumption by our players. 
During their three days stay in 
Bangalore, as far as one knows, the 
Pakistani players attended only a 
couple of official receptions hosted by 
the World Cup sponsors ITC and 
World Tel, in which even the Indian 
players were invited. There was one_ 
other function planned by some 
friends, which was to be held at the 
Bangalore Turf Club, but one is not 
even sure whether it was staged, as 
apparently the Indians did not give 
security clearance for it. 

What is all this? Cricket is after ail 
only a game, and it is only when India 
plays Pakistan that it assumes a 
political tinge about it, which is 
unfortunate. Looking back at the 
communal tension which gripped 
Bangalore before the game and the 
statements given by some Indian 
ministers in a way, it was well that 
Pakistan lost to India, because God 
knows how the, Indians would have 
reacted to the defeat. Keeping in mind 
the reaction of people in our country, 
one can only assume, the reactions 
from the Indians would not have been 



JavedMiandadoneafPskiatan'sinoitwily | 
caiapaignara was not conauttsd by aitbar 
Sobail er Abram. Miandaift sx|iarisiice 
HaaH should bava warrantad some attention 
from the skipper 

any better and could have led to riots 
and the loss of innocent lives. 

Certainly the Indian government 
and their-security agencies were 
expecting problems, which forced 
them to take precautionary measures 
like rounding up hardcore leaders of 
the Shiv Sena, B,JP and other parties. 
24 hours before the game under the 
public maintainence ordinance and 
posting anti-riot police contingents in 
the Muslim dominated areas of 
Bangalore. 

In such circumstances, it was not 
surprising that not many Muslims 
came to watch the match, as according 
to one of them, if Pakistan had won, 
there might have been a backlash 
from 1 he Hindu population in the city, 
which could have spread to other 
cities, where Hindus enjoy a clear cut 
majority. 

The local's reaction was not really 


off the mark, since throughout the 
tour, one could sense a wave of 
chauvinism among the Hindus 
against anything Pakistani in nature. 
One does not say that it includes all 
the Hindu population, but in general. 
One met up with some senior Indian 
journalists during the long and tiring 
tour and their attitude was more than 
friendly. They made every attempt to 
make you feel at home and not in 
some alien country. 

The fact is that even today at a 
certain level, people from both 
countries have a friendly and open 
attitude towards each other and 
mutual respect, but in general, sadly 
things are not so good. This is mainly 
due to the diny games being played by 
politicians, whose survival depends 
upon giving Pakistan -India, or 
Hindu-Muslim relations a political and 
religious colour. 

Unfortunately, in India and even in 
Pakistan, the number of illiterates 
outnumber the educated, which is 
why politicians do not find it 
difficult to stir up communal violence 
and anti Pakistan/India feelings. • 
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INTERVIEWED BY GAUTAM 
BHATTACHARYA 

SPORTSWORLD: What is the art 
of managing a successful one-day 
team? 

SIMPSON: I've always been a great 
believer that there is not much of a 
liilferent c between Test cricket and 
one-day cricket. In the one-dayers, 
we again concentrate on the basics: 
picking up the singles, running hard 
between the wickets, lielding well and 
tiying to bowl on a tight length. To me 
one-day 

cricket is the simplest oJ all games. 

Yet, it does put enormous mental 
strain on any individual, because ol 
the tense situations. So what we've 
tried to do is to come up with a format 
which takes the panic out of it. And 
that format has been around for quite 
some time. We are also quite 
conscious aliout our physical fitness. 
I've reasons to believe that we work 
much more on our physical fitness 
than any other team in the world. 

And then our training methods—if 
you look around, you'll find, most 
cricketing- nations are copying it all 
—the exercises, lielding techniques, 
catching practices. It's almost a clone 
running through other teams when 
you see them. Halfway through the 
Test series you'll see them attempting 
something new. trying out our 
methods.... 


When you see the other teams 
doing that, does it make you feel 
very proud? 

Yeah, ol course. 1 take it as a great 
compliment. It's a compliment to 
Australian cricket. But we have to 
keep it up. We have to be innovative 
all the time. 

You were talking about a format 

Simpson is of tho viow that Allan Border, 
thouBh a shrewd captain, was never too 
receptive to new ideas unlike the present 
captain Mark Taylor 
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which takes the panic factor out? 
Can you explain? 

By practising in the toughest possible 
way you can ensure that. 1 don't want 
to know whether someone can catch a 
high ball when he is physically fit. 1 
want to know whether he has got the 
capacity to catch a high ball full stretch 
when he has chased twenty other 
balls in a row. Same goes for bowling. 
We put the bowlers through tests 
where they have to really bowl their 
hearts out. They are also required to 
bowl maiden overs right at the end of 
their spell. In batting, a lot of emphasis 
is being given on rotating the strike. 
And if you look at our records over the 
years you'll find that we score at a 
much much quicker rale than people 
appreciate. People have said our way 
of playing cricket is clinical ihai 
also means prolessional. Professionals 
who arc good at winning everything. 
Now I'm prepared to put my hand up 
and acknowledge, yes, we've been the 
most clinical side lor quite some time. 

Coming back to yourquestion, it's 
all a rnatiei of practising at ihe nets 
correctly. In the same fashion that you 
might be required to do in a match. 
You may be tequired to take a catch in 
the 49ih ovei, or get somebody run 
out or lake three runs oil the last hall... 

Australia is one country which 
never neglected its Test calendar 
for the sake of one-dayers. It is 
quite amazing that the team 
under your guidance for the last 
eleven years continues to perform 
in both varieties of the game... 
Well, 1 told you before, 1 judge them 
by the same parameter. Ninety per 
cent of the lime a good Test cricketer is 
your best one-day cricketer. The 
history of the game shows that. 1 don't 
see there is much ol a difference, the 
way the game should be played. But 


WE PLAY A 
MENTAIIY 


AGGRESSIVE GAME 

Says Bobby Simpson, the coach largely responsible for pushing the standard 
of Australian cricket to new heights 
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Simoun baliaves that the clau of a champion 
is iiluatratod by tho way he hamllas pressure 
shualioas.somathina which Shane Wama has 
done on numerous occasions 

unfortunately, too many people have 
made it complicated. They keep 
talking about the fact that it's a 
different game. 1 don't find one-day 
cricket different. Sure, here you've to 
improvise sometimes but basically, 
ninety per cent of the time you just 
play a mentally aggressive game and 
you score. 

The second highest run-getter in 
cricketing history wasn't a 
brilliant one-day player. That 
itself shows a fallacy in your 
argument. Isn't it? 

Gavaskar should've been equally 
successlul. But then he tried to jilay 
shots outside his range. That's a 
danger... I mean a great player like 
Srnil (iavasknr. he also tell into that 
trap. He lelt he iiad to store a lot laster, 
hut then there was no need. 

I'll give you an example ol our Geolf 
Marsh He was a good Test cricketer 
and a super!) one-day player Even 
ihougii by one-day standards Marsli 
was a slow batsman, he scored seven 
one-day hundreds lor us, apart irom 
that he won so many matt lies by his 
sheer ability to bat ihiough an 
innings. As 1 said, this is the simplest 
game, but puts more pressure than 
any other game. 

The Australian teams in recent 
years have also one more thing in 
common. Be it at the practice or 
during a match, they're always 
bubbling with energy. Even at the 
end of a four-hour long practice 
session, they do not give the 
impression of being a tired lot. 
Mainly because we never take 
training as hard work. We approach it 
s as something that we should be 
proud of. We try and hone our skills to 
lift ourselves to another level. That's 
the aim of every practice session we 
do. 1 have no hesitation in telling you 
that the Australian cricket team has 
changed the whole structure of 
lidding in international cricket. So 
that's a matter of great pride to all the 
boys. There are moments, of course. 


when they leel tired and want to take 
it a bit easy. But that doesn't last long. 

When you read phrases like 
'Bobby Simpson's fielding 
factory' do you get mightily 
pleased? 

Yeah, sure... the word 'laclory' is a 
nice coinage. 1 always tell my players 
that fielding is one area wheie you can 
show off. If you can make it a bit 
exciting and dramatic, so be it. So we 
train that w'ay. If 1 go lo a fielding 
session and it's quiet, i sense 
some.hing must be wrong 
somewhere. 1 want it to be noisy and 
boisterous. For me that's the 


paiameter whether the team is 
enjoying things or not. 

The teams touring Down Under 
have often alleged about the 
gamesmanship of the 
Australians. According to them, 
it's a modern form of sledging 
where serious effort is made to 
unsettle the opponent. 

I think that is (the accusation) 
something that is overdone. Yes, that 
did happen many many years ago. But 
every now and then even if we glare at 
someone, they talk about sledging. I 
think, we sledge as much as 
international sides do. India are not 
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Simpson's training msthods at the nets have 
sat new fisidiiqi standards in world cricket 
today and ha’s proud of that acbiovemaiit 

bad occasionally either (laughs). 

Ail teams do it (laughs heartily) 
believe me.some do it little more 
openly than others. Thai's why we get 
into trouble. But if you look at it 
dispassionately, we haven't been 
reported to the match referee for quite 
some time. 

And the other thing is that, 
television makes it worse. There have 
been occasions, that I know of where 
our bowlers swore at 
themselves. Yet on television it looked 
as if they were giving batsmen more 
than a dirty look. A batsman might 
not like a certain appeal and he might 
decide to give a hard look to the 
bowler. Now television will make you 
feel that they are having a go at each 
other. 

Our chaps will certainly not take a 
backward step. They won't go back to 
the sledging days. You see, sledging 
was a concerted effort to unsettle the 
opposition, we don't do that. There 
may have been the odd one-on-one 
situation, but there was a concerted 
effort to get the batsman out by 
upsetting his rhythm. 

After having worked with Allan 
Border for so many years, was It a 
bit difficult to team up with Mark 
Taylor? 

No, I've had no probems whatsoever. 
What you got to understand here is 
that I worked with Mark for quite a 
number of years. We respect each 
other. 

Mark is an excellent 
communicator. He’s a very 
straightforward, honest person. 
Having such a communicator as the 
captain is a dream fur the team 
members. II you really got anything 
which you want to discuss, there is no 
subject barred. And as far as I'm 
concerned, we've got a very honest 
relationship that's working well. 

How different was it with Border? 
Allan was a very reserved guy. He kept 
things well within himself. You really 
had to convince Allan sometimes 
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about certain things. Mark, I find is far 
more open to ideas. 

There were suggestions made In 
the Press that Border wasn't a 
good captain. He, more often than 
not, led from behind. They also 
say that the uncanny tactical 
brilliance of Bobby Simpson 
provided a safe cushioning for 
Border... 

I think, that's a totally unkind remark. 
We probably both learnt from each 
other. I think Allan towards the end of 
his career had matured so much that 
I'll call him the best one-day captain I 
ever saw. He was a magnificent 
one-day captain. He just had an 
instinct for one-day cricket, which I 
haven't seen from anybody else. His 
Test captaincy was fine. Sometimes 
there was room for improvement, 
sometimes he lacked confidence. But 
by the end of his career his Test 
captaincy had improved considerably. 

As a one-day captain he was really 
superb. Setting a situation and having 
the courage to believe in his team.... 

Would you rate Border a better 
captain than someone like Imran? 

Oh yes. The records prove that. I 
think, Imran was a very moody 
captain. 

Let's talk about the number one 
bowler In the Australian team. 


When he first appeared on the 
scene Shane Wame was rested for 
the one-dayers and played only In 
Test matches. In retrospect, do 
you think it was quite l^neficial? 
Yes. We didn't want to push him early 
into pressure situations until he was 
ready for it. A stage when he would be 
able to handle it all. Yes, initially we 
kept him back purposely. 

The kind of attention Wame 
attracts, doesn't that pose a 
problem for you In terms of man 
management? The other 
members of the team are bound 
to feel jealous... 

No, it doesn't really happen that way. 
On the contrary, the players in many 
way appreciate that. It takes lot of 
pressure off them. That, of course, 
puts a huge pressure on Shane. No 
one in world cricket handles that kind 
of pressure. And why today? Think of 
the past. I presume, other than 
Bradman, no one has ever handled 
that kind of pressure. No one has got 
that much of attention. 

For the last five decades you've 
seen some of the world's greatest 
spinners in action. Where would 
you place Shane Wame amongst 
them? 

Oh, he is simply the best. 

Believe me, I have seen them all. 
Shane is an absolute master. There 
is no one quite like him. • 


MAILBAG 
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. jdcen^hii^ high time sdmeth^ 
is done, Mr Jagmohan Dalmiya 
wants to rectify the woiidag of 
the ICC by betmnlng its 


chaitman. Why can't he start at . 
hoflieand dp something ahbnf -1 .; 
the worJchig of the BCCI atid id^ 
selecfion committee? 

SUmiYOflOYCHOWDfttWy, 

New Delhi. 




A Sad End 

V ,r ORN a fighter, a aickcter 
,* '* who played the game the 
hard way and vwis ever ready for 
any challenge, Manoj Prabhakar 
prefers retirement than to fight 
back for his place in the Indian 
team. Prabhakar does not believe 
in defeat. Nicknamed the 
'hunter' or the 'street fighter' in 
Australia, he was always a part of 
the Indian team, involved in 
every game. 

Andso has ended the long, 12 
year career of Manoj Prabhakar. 
He was a tough player viixo 
always.wanted to Iw a winner. He 
had to face many ups mid downs 
but hevo'got ifi^uraged. 

l£SlEYO.,MEflEOITH. 

nanchl. 


Too much criticism 

i HE Indian skipper Md. 

'i. Azharuddin, who is 
statistically considered as the 
most successful Indian captain 
ever, is now entangled in people's 
criticism. Both the professional 
and personal life of Azharuddin 
have now become the super-hot 
topics of discussion. The media 
also gives huge publicity to this. 

But one should look at 
Azharuddin the player. Like in 
life, in cricket also, there are ups 
and downs. But the Indian 
cricket fans seem to be too 
ungrateful to the man wlio has 
contributed immeasurably to 
Indian cricket for a decade. 

PAYOSHNIMITRA, 

Calcutta 


A Revelation 

HE Man In The White Coat, 

{SponswoTld, 20th Mxtdn) 
was a revelation. It showed tire 
patience and perseverance . 
showed by thie umpires. An 
umpire should be a'professional' 
in the best sense of the 
word-iihlegmatic, unobtrumre, 
dignified, possessingabsolute 
integrity and should be ptepsded 
to discharge his duties fearlessly 
and impartially. 

C.K.SUffitAMANIAM, 

Bombay. 


Corrigendum 

;; HE article 'The Colour of Money’ 
‘ ( Sportsworld, 10th April) and 'A 
Soccer Summer' {Sportsworld, 31st 
January) were both written by Novy 
Kapadia. The oversight is 
regretted.—^Editor 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


TENNIS INDEX 


UKE JENSEN'S plea to 6' 
2", 175-pound Brenda 
Schultz-McCarthy, his mixed 


doubles opponent at the 1995 
US Open: "Please don't ace 
me!" 



i HAT Brad Gilbert, 
Andre Agassi's coach, 
sees as the new trend for 
men's tennis in the 1990s: 
"Brains over brawn." 

LAYER that Monica Seles 
■ recently described as the 
most talented on the 
women's tour: Gabriela 
Sabatini. 

CHOOL courses that 
Andre Agassi would like to 
take: Philosophy and the 
world's great religions. 

A.JOR relorm that 
Gabriela Sabatini 
advocates for pro tennis: "A 
closed (off) season of three 
months, just like almost every 
other sport. " 

EASON why Jimmy 
Connors withdrew from 
a tournament in 
Johannesburg in 1981: He 
and his wife received death 
threats. 

HAT entertaining 
Iranian Mansour 
Bahrami, who ranked No.6 
on the Champions Tour in 
1995, used for a racket until 
age 13: "A dust pan or pieces 
of wood.' 


HAT surrounds Monica 
Seles's 22-room estate 
in Sarasota, Florida: A 10-foot 
wall with signs declaring 
"Beware Of The Dog," "Keep 
Out" and "Electrified Fence." 




j 1 OW Boris Becker 
• i characterized the ATP 
Tour's drug testing t)f players: 
As"ajoke." 

; HAT Yannick Noah 
j '< recently admitted 
doing during the 1983 French 
Open, where he won his only 
Grand Slam singles title: 

Smoking 

cannabis(marijuana). 

UMBER of the 26 
doubles events that 
superstar Billie Jean King 
entered in 1971 that she won: 

21 

f.'vJi ORSiPORl 



HAMPION whose game 
technically was 
"extremely flawed," 
according to Vijay Amritraj: 
John McEnroe. 


s HOT that Stetfi Graf 
, ^ wishes she had: A 
two-handed backhand. 


. HEN flamboyant 1920s 
' star Suzanne Lenglen 
occasionally entertained the 
press: As she bathed. 

PHOTOORAPHS WOftSSlONALSPORT 




W p RLD OF TENNIS 


\ T UMBER of tournaments 
i \ on the 1996 NEC 
International Wheelchair 
Tennis Tour: 38. 

I \ LAYER that Steffi Graf 
always wanted to play 
mixed doubles with: John 
» ■ McEnroe. 


A GE at which the 
/ i legendary Suzanne 
Lenglen wrote her first book. 
Lawn Tennis for Girls : 20. 

J UMBER of countries in 
' *' which International 
Management Group has 
offices: 28. 


UMBER of the ATP 
i \ Tour's 83 tournaments 
that are tounted annually in 
the unofficial men's world 
rankings of L'Equipe, the 
French sports daily: 9. 


HAT PETE SAMPRAS 
• '' replied when a reporter 
asked him to convert his “ 31, 
32 kilos" of racket string 
tension to pounds: "Hey, I 
never graduated high school." 

, FFICIAL who sent a 
' ' letter to the United States 

Lawn Tennis Association 
protesting the barring of two 
black players from a 
tournament in 1929: The 
secretary of the National 
Association for the 
Advancement of Colored 
People. 


NITIAL pro tennis goal of 
1996 Australian Open 
semifinalist Mark Woodforde: 
To earn enough money to buy 
his mother a dishwasher. 


ER CENT of female 
athletes that research 
shows are iron deficient: Up to 
25. 

LAYER that Andre Agassi 
^ says " has the best volleys 
in the game": Jared Palmer, 
world-ranked No. 123. 


^ HAT righthanded 
'•/ f prodigy Martina 
Hingis, at age 7, did to win a 
tournament when a finger on 
her right hand was broken: 
She played leflhanded. 










\ DDRESS of Andre Agassi: 
8921 Andre Drive, Las 
Vegas, Nevada 89113, U.S.A. 


W 


/HAT ANDRE AGASSI 
says is "the ultimate 
accomplishment" in tennis: 
Winning all four Grand Slam 
tournaments in his career. 


4 / HAT TODD MARTIN 
V keeps in his equipment 
bag: A pool cue. 

4 *4 HY RICHARD 

^ WILLIAMS, the father 

of 15-year-old prodigy Venus, 
keeps a piece of concrete in his 
pocket: "Because we don't 
ever want to forget where 
we're from...the ghetto." 

\ UMBER of the 23 
• tournaments that 
Wimbledon, French and U.S. 
champion Tony Trabert 
played in that he won in 1955: 
19 . 


ABYSITTER for Boris 
' Becker's two-year-old 
son, Noah, during the 1996 
Australian Open: Monica 
Seles. 

EROES of Salman 
Rushdie, the author of 
The Satanic Verses who has 
been living in hiding since he 
became the target of a death 
decree by the Ayatollah 
Kohmeini: "Tennis players, 
film directors, rock stars." 


‘ HERE 14-year-old 
V phenomAnna 
Koumikova will be ranked in 
the world within 3 or 4 years, 
according to Russian national 
women's coach Konstantin 
Bogorodetsky: In the top 5. 



, • IMBLEDON 

champions who 
advocate a return to wooden 
rackets to curb ultrapowerful 
serving: Martina Navratilova 
and Pat Cash. 


ENGTH of time Pete 
'< Sampras says it took him 
to figure out the ATP's "Best 
14" rule and ranking system: 
2 years. 


f., ■ UMBER of days at the 
i 1996 Australian Open 
that set attendance records: 7. 


C TRING tension that world 
, 'No. 1 Thomas Muster uses 
on his Head Pro Tour rackets: 
90 pounds. 
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% READERS' 


I 

TAKE care* 
rty TAILWIND 
COULD BLOW^^ 
AWAViV^^ 


QUESTIONS 




f-792AA 


what is Michael 
Bartel's claim to 
fame? 

How many 0-6 sets 
has Boris Becker lost 
in official matches in his 
whole career? To whom? 

Who is the tallest 
player ever to finish 
in the lop 10-year-end ATP 
rankings? 

Where was Kimiko 
Date born? (use the 
letters T, K, O, Y,0) 

On the tail of Andre 
Agassi's private jet is 


Amwarto(LNo .5 

the code N-792AA. What 
does '792' stand for? 

I, a former WTA 
player, am 50 years 
old, grew up in South 
Africa and published a 
book called Courting 
Triumph (an 

autobiography). Whoam 1? 

I have been ranked in 
the WTA year-end 

Answer to Q.No .7 


Top 10 for the last nine 
consecutive years. My pet 
dog's name is Clayton. 
Who am I? 

I am an Olympic 
silver medallist. I 


have been nominated for 
the WTA doubles team of 
the year, with 4 different 
partners, for the last six 
consecutive years 
(winning the award on 
three of those occasions). 
Who am I? 

He had a 10-1 
win-loss record in 
singles at the Australian 
Open (total match win-loss 
record) but never played 
there again, despite 
continuing to play the 
other three grand slam 
tournaments for another 
17 years. Who is he? 

Who was the first 
player lo beat 
Thomas Muster in an ATP 
tournament final since 
May 1990? 



1. He is Steffi Graf's boyfriend. 

2. Only 4. To Michael Pernfors in the 1986 
French Open; lo Omar Camporese in the 
1991 Australian Open; to Michael Stich at 
the Eurocard Open in Stuttgart in Feb 

1995 and to Thomas Muster in the fmal 
of the 1995 Monte Carlo Open. 

3. Todd Martin (198 cm). 

4 . KYOTO (notTokyo). 

5 . July 1992—the date of his Wimbledon 
victory. 

6. Virginia Wade. 

7. Gabriela Sabatini. 

8 . Jana Novotna. 

9 . Jimmy Connors. 

10 . Alberto Costa in Kitzbuel, Austria in July 
1995. 
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VIEWPOINT 


SEPARATE BUT 

That's the theory which PA UL FEIN is trying to 
propagate while presenting a case study for 
equal prize money in women's tennis 



'fr 


Y first essay advocating 
equal prize money for 
men and women in all 
Grand Slam 
tournaments appeared in Inside 
Women's Tennis 18 years ago. I 
envisioned that complete equality 
would be achieved by the 1990s, if not 
earlier. 

1 certainly never envisioned that 
only one Grand Slam, the U. S. Open, 
would offer equal prize money in 
1996. Nor did I forsee that the 
Australian Open, after more than a 
decade of equality, would take an 
obtuse step backwards and give 


$390,000 more to the men. 

I wonder: What does it take to 
convince Wimbledon's hidebound 
traditionalists—whose favorite 
anti-change rationale is "We've 
always done it that way" -and the 
French and Australian Opens that 
women deserve equal prize money? 


Maybe they're not using the criteria 
that 1 use. Maybe, that don't even 
know the criteria that 1 believe matter 
most. So, hoping that they're paying 
attention. I'd like to tell them why I 
favor equal jirize money at their great 
tournaments. 

(1) The "more works deserves 
more pay" arguments hold less 
water than people think 
Reason No. 1: Women actually take 
far shoner breaks between points 
than men. Many women, such as 
Graf, Seles and Capriati, take only 11 


Playm lika Staff! Graf... R 

...and Arantxa SanchazVicario (facing pagal ^ 
araaacondtanonawlianiteoiiMttoiiitanM 5 
passion and unbridladlova for otrnipatition ? 
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to 15 seconds between points; 
whereas most men, legally or illegally, 
dawdle for 20 to 30 seconds. So more 
total court time often does not 
constitute more total work. 

Reason No. 2: Although best 3-of-5 
sets men's matches do average more 
total games than best 2-of-3 sets 
women's matches, women tend to 
play more points per game because 



they have much more trouble holding 
serve. And because they hit far fewer 
aces and service winners, many more 
games are exciting, fluctuating and 
unpredictable. 

Reason No 3: Since women possess 
less devastating knockout punch 
power, they also play longer, more 
strategical points. In sharp contrast 
are the men who descended to an 
ultra-boring low of a measly eight 


COLOBSPORr 



minutes of aaual playing time (Viz., 
when the bail was in play) during the 

1994 Sampras-lvanisevic Wimbledon 
final that lasted one hour and 55 
minutes. Only one of their 206 points 
lasted more than four strokes. 
Nothingtiring—letaloneexhausting 
—about eight minutes of work. 

2) What about the entertainment 
value of men's best 3- of -5 sets 
matches versus that of women's best 
2-of-3 sets matches? It can be 
summed up with a rarely mentioned 
truism; Five set matches have a 
greater potential for spectacular 
drama, but they also have a greater 
potential for tedious debacles. I would 
have loved to watch Steffi Graf's 
sensational 4-6,6-1,7-5 viaory over 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in the 1995 
Wimbledon final continue for five 
sets. I also savored the riveting, 7-6, 
0-6,6-3 Graf-Monica Seles final at tht 

1995 U. S. Open and wanted more, 
much more. On the other hand, John 
McEnroe's 6-2, 6-2,6-2 massacre of 
outclassed Chris Lewis in 1983 and 
Mac's 6-1.6-1,6-2 rout of .Jimmy 
Connors in 1984 proved to be a 
dismally boring Wimbledon finals 
that would have pleased everyone 
had they la,sted one set less. 

3) Do women deserve equal prize 
money for doubles a question that is 
mistakenly overlooked in the current 
debate? Here women's "star power" 
far exceeds the slim pickings men offer 
spectators and TV viewers. Only one 
male player, Yevgeny Kafelnikov, 
ranked in the top 15 in at the end of 

1995 in both singles and doubles. In 
sharp contrast seven women ranked 
in the top 15 in both singles and 
doubles. Many potential men's 
doubles stars—such as Sampras, 
Stefan Edberg, Boris Becker and 
Michael Stich—^have abandoned 
doubles, and the 1995 men's doubles 
top 10 rankings including Mark 
Knowles, Daniel Nestor, Patrick 
Galbraith and Cyril Suk. Nice players, 
but hardly household names that 
draw big crowds. 

(4) Which side of pro tennis boasts 
the better competitors? In my view, 
the three ultimate warriors in tennis 
are Graf, Seles and Sanchez Vicario. 




PROFESSIONAL SPORT 



All arc driven by inicnsc passinn, 
pride and love ol tompeiition. Do they 
always give 100 per cent effort? Do 
they play even when ill and injured— 
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even when they'd be well-advi' 
to? Yes and yes. Besides then" 
women's tennis offers relentless 
Rubin, resourceful Martina Hingis, 


Gsraimv'i Ank* Hubar it a big draw in bar 
own right 

ultra-determined Iva Majoii, 
tough-as-nails Capriati and 
pugnacious Anna Kournikova, a 
lemale version of Jimmy Connors. 

Win or lose, these diehard fighters 
guarantee crowd pleasing 
performances. Compare thaf to the 
men's game—which does offer some 
(but not enough) day-in and day-out 
warriors such as Michael Chang and 
Thomas Muster—where tanking 
matches is "epidemic," according to 
.lohn McEnroe. 

5) What about tennis "wiz kids" 
that captivate the sptirting public? 

Even with the new age-eligibility 
rules designed to limit teenaged play 
and prevent premature physical and 
mental burnout, women's tennis 
produces far more prodigies than the 
men's game. In fact, virtually every 
recent female champioti—Giaf, Seles, 
Sanchez Vicario and Capriati, for 
starters—has displayed her genius as 
a teenager. Superathletie sisters, 

Venus and Serena Williams, Hingis and 
Kournikova loom as the next Teen 
Queens. The women enjoy a big and 
important advantage here. 

6) Does men's tennis really have 
greater fan appeal and drawing power 
than women's tennis? Some studies 
have indicated that men's matches, 
usually more numerous but less 
important early round matches, do 
attract more live spectators and higher 
TV ra’ings But, ongoing 
discrimination likely accounts for 
some of that. 

Example 1: None ol the lour 
women's quarterfinals at the 1995 
French Open was showcased on the 
16,500-scat Court Central. Not only 
did fewer spectators get a chance to 
sec those important matches, but the 
impression left is they don't really 
matter that much. That's unfair and 
deprived many fans of seeing 
quarterfinal matches involving 
Sanchez Vicario vs. Rubin, Majoii vs. 
No. 9 Kimiko Date, Conchita Martinez, 
vs. darkhorse Virginia Ruano-Pasciial, 
and Graf vs. Sabatini. 

Example 2: For years American TV 
sports viewers had to guess what time 
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the U.S. Open women's singles final 
would be played because it was 
sandwiched ^tween the two men's 
singles semifinals. For the many 


tennis fans who missed part or all of 
those women's singles finals because 
of the poor, indeterminate 
scheduling, it wasn't "Super 


Goran lvaniuvic:now what it to attracthra 
about hit oamo? 

Saturday" but "Stupid Saturday." 
Those who question what ratings all 
those women's singles finals would 
have attained—if given a definite 
time and thus a fair chance—need 
only look back at the 1995 U. S. Open 
final. Graf and Seles, two superstars, 
who also were faced with compelling 
human interest adversity, met in the 
most eagerly anticipated women's 
match since Suzanne Lenglen beat 
Helen Wills in Cannes, France, in 
1926. They produced an enthrilling 
7-6,0-6, 6-3 masterpiece and 
renewed their great rivalry. 

Example 3; Despite unequal prize 
money at the recent Australian Open 
which again left the impression that 
women's tennis is an inferior product, 
the five most thrilling matches 
there—with the possible exception of 
upstart Mark Philippoussis's shocking 
upset over No 1 Sampras—were not 
only played by women, but played by 
one woman, Chanda Rubin. The 
rising black star from Louisana 
outlasted Sanchez Vicario 6-4,2-6, 

16-14 in a scintillating quarterfinal 
that set tourney records for time 
length, most number of games in a set 
and most numberofgamesina 
match. Rubin then led top-seeded 
Seles 5-2 in the third set before the 
eventual champion barely escaped 
with a 6-7,6-1, 7-5 semifinal victory. 
Rubin also paired for the first time 
with Sanchez Vicario and upset teams 
seeded 1, 3 and 4 in exciting 
three-setters for the doubles title. 

Fair-minded observers—even 
those relishing Becker's terrific play 
en route to his second singles title— 
would have to conclude that women's 
tennis flourished more than the men 
at the 1996 Australian Open, just as it 
did at the 1995 U. S. Open which 
Edberg called "the Seles Open". With 
superstar Graf and comebacking 
Capriati returning for the French 
Open, the women could easily 
outshine the men again. That should 
clinch the already powerful case for 
equal prize money at Grand Slam 
events. • 
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EXCLUSIVE 


THE LAST LAP 

An exclusive insight of Senna's final Formula One race at San 
Marino...the one that claimed the life of FI's greatest driver 











/ ,, N race morning," 

*'* O'Mahony says, 

*1 '' "either 1 would 

ring him or he 
would ring me. That morning the 
phone went [around 7.0] and I knew 
it could only be him at that time. I 
picked up the phone and 1 said 
'baggage service!' He'd say something 
like 'there are four bags to be collected 
and I'll be at the airport and ready to 
go at a certain time—because Ayrton 
would leave within an hour of the end 
of the race, an hour and a half." It 
worked like this: Senna departed for 
the track, O'Mahony went to the 




Raca manhalls ciaartha track of dia dabria of 
Sanna'a car. 'Dm impact wai auch that ibo car 
reboundod onto tho track after hitting tho 
concroto wall, and Sanna waa only clinically 
alKro aftartho colliision 

hotel, collected the luggage and 
proceeded to Forli to await the end of 
the race and the arrival of Senna. Thdn 
he'd fly him to Faro, a journey of "two 
hours 30 after take off." Estimated 
time of arrival: 8.30 which 
Galisteu counted on. 

That morning. Senna checked out 
of the hotel at around 7.30, simply 
surrendered the room key at the 
reception desk. He walked past the 
wishing well and didn't throw a coin 
in. He walked through the two elearic 
sliding doors and down some small 
steps to the car park and his Renault 
car. Braga went with him. They 
reached the circuit shortly before 8. 

That morning a column appeared 
under Senna's name in a German 
newspajier. Welt am Sonntag. He 
wrote: "My car reacts a bit nervously 
to this kind of race surface. This stems 
from its special aerodynamics but it's 
also got to do with a difficulty in the 
suspension." He also wrote: '1 
pointed out to the directors of the 
Brazilian and Pacific Grand Prix that 
we should look more critically at the 
capabil.'ties of young or inexperienced 
drivers. My fears were borne out in 
tragic fashion. I know from my own 
experience that as a young driver one 
goes into a race in a totally different 


way and accepts risks that you shake 
your head about later." 

When Senna reached the track his 
face still betrayed profound emotions 
but Frank MTilliams estimated he'd 
calmed further. Senna spoke for a 
while to Niki Lauda about safety then 
went out in the 9.30 warm-up session 
where he was decisively quickest 
[ 1:22.S97 against Hill, next, on 
1:23.449). 

During it. Senna executed a plot he 
and Jakobi had hatched on the long 
haul back from Aida. Prost, who really 
had been an adversary, would be 
commentating for the French 
television channel TFI at Imola 
(specifically on a programme called 
Auto-Moto]. What, Senna mused to 
Jakobi, if 1 send him greetings from 
the cockpit as I'm driving round, send 
him greetings live onto the 
programme? Jakobi thought that a 
good idea and, unknown to Prost, it 
was arranged. In the warm-up and 
above the engine noise Senna 
suddenly said in English "a special 
hello to our dear friend Alain. We all 
miss you Alain." With exquisite 
forethought. Senna did this on the 
start-finish straight which, he must 
have calculated, would be nearer the 
receivers and thus make for better 
clarity of reception 

Was Senna tying up more lottse 
ends? Spiritualists might find that 
conclusion too tempting to ignore, 
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and anyway sonic people talk ol 
premonitions. The Lui that it had 
been hatched two W'ceks before Imola 
mitij’aies against sueli a notion. 
Nobody, surely, had any 
premonitions that Imola would be the 
dreadlul week-end. or il they did 
there are no /.tt/s extatit to prove they 
did. We are leli with .Senna's 
emmet itly (ompiehetisible 
depiessioti ,ii /mo/a and no mote that! 
the emgmaiK and incomplete woids 
ol Senna's sislei -- "he was very low. 
though I will not sa\ why" - before 
Imola; left with Senna's owti winds 
about the i tile changes— "we'll be 
hukytoget through theseasoti 
without a ma|oi an idem." Is this ifie 
prov inci of premonition ’ I don't 
think it is but who < an realiv answer.’ 

Ahei the w.iim-up, a siratige 
tninuet played iisell out between 
.Setitia and Piost Rellecimg, I’losi says 
ihtit when In'—I’nwt—leiiied and 
could no longei thieaten Senna on 
the track. Senna s motivation 
■'changed. Ihs teasons lor living. Ins 
reasons for racing in 1-011111110 One 
were dillerein." I’rost estimates that 
now the World C'ham(>ionships held a 
diminished importance lor Senna 
and, although he didn't discuss tliai 
often, he did from time to time witli 
Prosi, Eiiually, Prost estimates tfiat 
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Senna's message on television proved 
fiis sincerity. 

The warni-u|) hmshed at 10.1 S and 
the traditiotial drivers' bricling would 
begiti at 11. Prost, tomfied by what 
Senna had said to fiitn Irotri the 
cockpit, went to the rear ol the 
Williams jiit so that they could talk. 
Senna was deep in convetsation wUh 
Brown and Bertiard Dtidoi of Renault, 
telling Blown not to thatige anything 
on the car Fiom the corner ol his eye 
he noticed Ptost and nodded to him, 
meaning /know iv/iy you've ionic, ! 
a/i/irei ijic it ami we'll talk when we 
idn. Prosi understood yon don't 
imerrn]>t a driver when he's deep into 
a (list iission on race morning, and, 
because he uriderslood Senna's 
behaviour [latterns so well, that tfiis 
discussion ntight continue loi a lotig 
lime. Prost iheielore tell. They'd talk 
another time. 

In fact, the discussion ended tairly 
soon and Senna set oil to find Prost; 
and dill hnd him, but deep into a 
discussion of his own with Louis 
Siliweit/er, President ol Renault, 
Senna would certainly not be so 
impolite as to intrude on the inierllow 
ol that and went to the Williams 
motorhome, 

iVloving towards 11 Senna 
emerged and walked with Berger to 


A study of contrasts, Beloro a race Senna was 
the most intense driver who focussed on the 
tesk eheed,.„lliicing pegs) end eftorthe job 
wes over, ono got to see the effeble side of the 
chempion 

tire drivers' briefing in the control 
tower, Whitaker says that "Ayrton 
arrived with Gerhard Irom the 
paddock and you could tell they were 
talking about something they wanted 
to achieve during the course ol the 
briefing. I remember Ayrton's mood 
as very sombre, very sombre. 

The briefing over. Senna spoke to 
Schumaclier, Berger and Alboreto 
about getting all the drivers together 
on safely. "You'd find," Whitaker 
says, "that there were many oitasions 
when drivers remained behind to 
discuss a couple of points. Ayrton was 
oneol those. He was a perieclioriisi, 
and if he wanted to discuss someihiiig 
he would discuss it. II somebody else 
had something for him to do they 'd 
just have to wait." These drivers 
tentatively agreed to meet about 
safety on the I riday ol the next rai e, 
Monaco, wlnih is the only race on the 
calendai wheie the loutine sei in 
stone IS broken, hirst i|ualifying on the 
Thursday, the Friday being kept free 
lor piotnolional nctn’ities. 

rhe inaga/ine Moiorini;New\ in its 
issue altei Imola, cairied this 
paiagraph; "Several drivers 
reportedly lelt the urgetogo up to him 
|.Senna| and loiicfi his arm or 
shoulder at the drivers' brieliiig, 
wii flout being able to say ipiite w'liy." 
"The paragraph was wiiiten by David 
Tremayne, an experienced and 
knowing journalist, and he confirmed 
to me that some ol the driveis had told 
him this. 

Senna went to the Williams 
motorhome where he and Hill, 
however reluctantly, gave some 
Williams guests in the hospitality area 
their verbal laps of the circuit and 
chatted as best they loiild about the 
weekend. That done, sometime past 
midday. Senna le-entered tfie 
motoi home and ate a light lunch. 
There was a disi ussion about the race 
and Frank Williams remembers 
Senna picking up some spare driving 
overalls and heading off with them to 
meet Berger. Williams didn't sec him 
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again. 

Quite by chance. Frost ate his lunch 
in the Renault motorhomc virtually 
next to the William motorhomc—the 
Williams team did, after all, have 
Renault engines—and, the lunch 
digested, came out precisely when 
Senna came out, too. Frost sensed that 
this was not the moment: Senna 
moving into his concentration for the 
race, wishing absolutely no 
distraaions and the minutes ticking 
lock-step to the suit. 

It was 1.30, thirty minutes to go. 
Senna saw Frost and waved, again 
meaning we'll talk when we can. Frost 
nmed how astonished bystanders 
were. Normally Senna and Frost 
exchanged little niceties when they 
met and could hardly avoid doing so, 
but waving affectionately hadn't been 
seen for years. Frost would remember 
Senna's look as strange, almost 
haunted; the pride in his bearing 
wasn't there. Frost seleas these 
words: "A bit different." 

When Senna reached the Williams 
pit a Brazilian jrrurnalisi, .layine Brito, 
asked him to sign three photographs. 
Brito has been quoted as saying that 
"the photos were so sad. 1 remarked 
about it." This was more peculiar than 
the O'Mahony photographs: not just 
that they were sad, but in the folklore 
of Formula One—less than thirty 
minutes before a race— Senna 
isolated himself in concentration of 
other-worldly intensity; would barely 
recognise a photo of himself, never 
mind a journalist. He once explained 
to me that in those moments it is 
wrong to recognise anybody except 
perhaps your race mechanic. 
Superficially, this one lime, he 
scanned the photos, signed them and 
listened to Brito talk about them. 

' However, Brito remembers Senna 
"did something 1 had never seen him 
do before. He walked round the car, 
looked at the tyres and rested on the 
rear wing, almost as if he was 
suspicious of the car." 

Assumpcao says that ordinarily 
Senna "had a particular way of pulling 
on his balaclava and helmet, 
determined and strong as if he was 
looking forward to the race. That day, 


you could feel just from the way he 
was putting on his helmet that he was 
different. He'd have preferred not to 
race. He was not thinking he was 
going to die, he really thought he 
would win that race, but he just 
wanted to get it over with and go 
home. He wasn't there, he was miles 
away " 

At Faro, Adriane Galisteu settled 
down to watch on television. 

At Forli, Owen O'Mahony settled 
down at the airport to watch on 
television. 

At Sao Faulo, the president of 
Senna's fan club, Adilson Carvalho de 
Almeida, and many other members of 
the 1600-strong club settled down in 
Senna's business skyscraper to watch 
on television. They felt close to him in 
the skyscraper, not a continent and 
the width of the Atlantic distant. 

Once the car had been fired up. 
Senna completed a lap of the circuit 
and nosed the car onto his grid 
position, front and to the left. There, 
he removed his helmet and balaclava, 
placing the helmet on the bodywork 
immediately in front of the cockpit. 
Ordinarily he did not remove his 
helmet once he'd reached the grid. 
Each driver prepares in his own way. 
Some get out of their cars and stand 
around, some like to wave to the 


roving television camera which 
side-steps between the mechanics and 
the cars, others, like Berger, are just as 
likely to wander over to the grass 
beside the track and have a sit-down, 
and a last gorge of mineral water. 
Invariably Senna remained as near as 
you can get to motionless inside the 
cockpit, his daunting eyes locked onto 
the stretch of circuit ahead. To fiddle 
around taking the helmet off and 
putting it back on again could only 
break the concentration. 

Am 1 trying to fit theory to fact? 
After all, he'd changed, was more 
relaxed these days, more likely to do 
something like that. Whatever, 
Assumpcao glimpsed Senna's eyes 
and felt a certain sense of reassurance. 
Senna, she imagined, was now 
prepared to do what he did best and do 
it as well as any man had ever done it. 
Race. 

He sat and summoned a watery 
smile when the drivers were 
introduced over the public address 
and Berger-driving the Ferrari, of 
course—got a wild cheer. Senna 
understood about that, the purblind 
Italian chauvinism, and it seems to 
have amused him, however many 
times he had heard it before here and 
at Monza for the Italian Grand Frix. 

He also smiled when Patrick Head, the 
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Nomiallv Swina's fact was a maak ef intansa 
concantratioii whan ha was on tho grid, but on 
that fatahil day Sanna took off hit hobnot at tha 
grid, somothing that ho had navar dona boforo 

Williams technical direaor, said 
something to him. He never, as far as 
we know or can ever know, smiled 
again. 

In the pits Frank Williams felt 
confident. Refuelling stops had been 
introduced this season, bringing with 
them a tactical question; how many 
pit stops a team chose to make ? 
“Ayrton was on a two-stop run, 
which was going to be quicker than 
three stops. We did not know 
Benetton's strategy but Ayrton, we 
believed, was going to drive away 
from the others to the point where it 
didn't matter what they did." 

Just before the one minute board 
was hoisted. Senna put the balaclava 
on and adjusted it carefully, his strong 
hands tucking it into the 'collar' of his 
overalls, smoothing it to his neck. His 
face seemed morose but that might 
have been the concentration. It is true 
he looked miles away, looked to 
be somewhere else. Maybe he always 
appeared like that with a minute to go 
but ail these years it had been hidden 
under the helmet. Maybe not. He put 
the helmet on and the twenty five cars 
covered the parade lap, felt for their 
places on the grid in their twin 
columns. 

When the red light flicked to green 
Senna made a classic start, onto the 
power instantly, strongly holding the 
Williams which wanted to wrestle 
from him as the power tried to break 
free. Laying broad, equidistant 
burn-marks of rubber scrubbed from 
the tyres by the power, he was already 
goo<l and clear ol the grid and neatly, 
into the first little left-hander; 
already decisively ahead ol 
Schumacher. 

Behind him, JJ I.ehto's Benetton 
stalled three grid ranks from the one 
Senna started on. Car after car 
twisted, darted and missed Lehto. 
Pedro Lamy (Lotus), unsighted and 
coming over from the second last rank 
of the other column, struck the 
Benetton's rear a mighty blow, so 
mightly that a wheel was hurled as far 
as the spectators, causing injury, and 
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the Lotus was hurled aaoss the track. 
Lehto and Lamy escaped largely 
unscathed. With debris everywhere, 
the safety car came out and took the 
remaining twenty three cars round for 
three laps, overall the 'fourth' of the 
Grand Prix. On the next lap the safety 
car signalled, by illuminating the 
rotating lights on its roof that it would 
be pulling off and the race could 
resume at full bore. Senna's race 
engineer David Brown radioed what 
was about to happen and Senna 
acknowledged it. 

The 'safety' car did peel off and 
again Senna made a classic 'start', 
onto the power instantly, 

Schumacher behind, then Berger but 
already Berger some distance away. 

Now Senna had the powerful, 
pervading, pounding pressure of 
Schumacher in pursuit, Schumacher 
whose Benetton would do 0-60mph 
in 3.6 seconds, 60-100mph in 1.5 
seconds and 100-203mph, Us top 
speed, in 15 seconds; would brake 
from 203-1 OOmph in 2.3 seconds, 
100-60mph in 0.6 of a second, 
60-0mph in 1 second. Schumacher 
could handle all this with complete 
confidence. Here, already, was a 
pivotal position in the race which 
might be pivotal to the whole World 
Championships. 

On that lap six Schumacher 
thought the Williams looked nervous 
in Taraburello and was bottoming. 
Senna led into lap seven, urging the 
Williams through the hard-right onto 
the start-finish straight, his hands firm 
but flexible on the wheel. The white 
bays of the grid fled beneath the car. 
He took it over to the right at the little 
left-hander and kept it on the right 
along the tree-lined straight towards 
Tamburello. The creamy-milky 
coloured conaete wall in front of the 
trees seemed to flicker by because of 
the car's sheer speed. This wall curved 
round the outside of Tamburello, a 
looping left which went on and on. 
Into the mouth of the comer. Senna 
brought the Williams over towards 
the red and white painted kerbing on 
the inside, the classical position for 
going round. 

A camera, and particularly a 


television camera, distorts distance in 
width and depth. The television 
camera which captured Senna 
assuming this classical position, and 
whose images would flood round the 
world, presented Tamburello as a 
broad, deep place. It is not. It is tight, 
cramped and narrow. If you stand on 
the rim of the track and walk directly 
to the outside wall it is fourteen paces, 
not fourteen acres. Think about it: 
fourteen paces. 

He could see, in panorama. 

To his left: the tall, verdant trees, 
then a wall with mesh fencing above 
it, then this strip of grass, then the 
red and white kerbing which ended 
just into the comer. 

Directly in front: the width of the 
track which unfolded out of sight. 

To his right: a white boundary line, 
then a thin strip of grass, then the 
concrete run-off area, then the low 
concrete wall with mesh fencing 
above it, then more tall, verdant trees. 

As the loop tightened he placed the 
car a little further over to the left and 
passed before a large advertising 
hoarding for Kronenbourg beer. At 
the poim where the red and white 
kerbing ends, the loop still tightening, 
he was travelling at 192 miles an hour. 
The cai straightened, which—the 
loop unfolding left-left—left away 
irom it took it clean off the circuit and 
over the thin strip of grass, over the 
concrete run-off area. It bisected the 
run-oll area, in the 1.8 seconds before 
it struck the wall. Senna had clawed 
tiie speed down to 131 miles an hour. 
It was not enough. He sustained 
devastating head injuries. The 
distance from the end of the kerbing 
across the track, grass and concrete to 
the wall at the angle he went: 102 
paces. From 192 miles an hour, and 
even plough-plough-ploughing the 
fearsome stopping power of the 
brakes, 102 paces remains such a 
foreshortened distance that it barely 
exists in the imagination of the 
imaginative. 

It was 2.18pm on the hot and dry 
and sunny afternoon. 

The Williams bounced from the 
wall with such force that it reached 


the rim of the track spinning savagely, 
thrashed back onto the mn-off area 
and came to rest there. Whitaker 
watched on the television "and there 
was an aerial shot and you could see 
Senna sitting in the cockpit and his 
head moved slightly. My first thought: 
he's had a bad accident but this is his 
usual way of coming to terms with it. 
Normally, if he'd a big accident or 
something had happened, he would 
try and compose himself. 
Automatically 1 thought that was 
what he was doing." 

It was the saddest misreading, that 
one shared. 

Adriane Gaiisteu saw and thought 
Ayrton would be home to her sooner. 

At Forli airport, the man who 
would have taken him to her, Owen 
O'Mahony, "simply didn't know 
Senna's condition" but didn't like the 
implications of what he was seeing at 
all. 

In Sao Paulo the communal feeling 
of the fan club found expression in de 
Almeida. "We were shocked but we 
were sure we would soon see him 
walking away from his car with an 
angry look on his face. He'd been in 
other accidents that seemed far worse 
than this one and always walked 
away." 

Reportedly, the first marshal to 
reach Senna, called Stefano 
Bounaiuto and with twenty years 
experience, leant towards the cockpit 
and felt himself recoiling. Afterwards, 
he wouldn't say publicly what he saw. 

Whitaker wou'ld, within moments, 
find himself the only official conduit 
between the tragedy at Tamburello 
and the assembled media who would 
relay it to the world. "If there is an 
accident, the first thing I do is leave the 
Media Centre and go straight to the 
Stewards' Office because, if you like, 
that becomes the nerve centre. 

There's a long corridor between the 
two which is usually so packed with 
people you can hardly walk along it. I 
met Alan Henry there [Guardian 
journalist and author] and were the 
only people in that corridor. As I saw 
Alan, I could see had this look on his 
face. He looked at me and said 'he's 
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dead.’ There was nothing I could 
reply." 

The medical team, Watkins playing 
a prominent role, tended Senna and 
removed him from the cockpit, laid 
him on the ground, continued to tend 
him. He was alive, but only clinically. 
The medi-vac helicopter belonging to 
the Maggiore Hospital, a BK 117, 
had just dealt with an emergency call 
at Castcl San Pietro—which Senna 
had left less than seven hours before 
—and was re-routed toTamburello. It 
landed on the track live minutes later. 
Ordinarily this helicopter would be 
staffed by a doctor and two nurses but 
now three specialist doctors boarded it 
to take Senna to the Maggiore. He was 
lifted carefully in but it was cramped 
inside because the helicopter carried 
so much life-saving equipment. 

At 2.34 it rose above the trees and 
reached towards its maximum speed 
of 140 miles an hour. It would take no 
more than eighteen minutes to reach 
the Maggiore, following the most 
direct route to Bologna, which was a 
straight line passing directly over 
Castel San Pietro. During the flight 
Senna had a cardiac arrest but the 
doctors brought him back from that. 

O’Mahony knew "as soon as he was 
put into the helicopter something was 
seriously wrong.'The world did, too. 

Whitaker "asked for Professor 
Watkins and was shown into a big 
office. He was sitting there on his own 
looking at the helmet on the table. I'd 
seen everything going on, but this was 
the first time 1 became aware, the first 
time 1 really really realised something 
was desperately wrong. Watkins is a 
professor of medicine, he's seen a lot 
of things but he was numbed by the 
whole thing. He looked at the helmet, 
turned it upside down and walked to 
the corner of the room and put it 
down there-. He didn't show it to me 
but I saw the hole in the visor." 

Outside, Assumpcao heard 
stimeone asking what Senna's blood 
group was. Jakobi had arrived and 
suggested it might be in his passport, 
which was in his briefcase in the 
Williams motorhome. Assumpcao 
went there immediately and returned 
with the briefcase and Senna's mobile 


phone. No blood group in the 
passport. Leonardo tried to make a call 
on the mobile but couldn't get a line. 

Inside, Whitaker explained that a 
statement was necessary, Watkins 
said Senna had received a "head 
injury" and Whitaker would draft this 
into a shon, simple Press 
communique. Whitaker asked if he 
wanted to add anything and Watkins 
said no,"that'sit." 

The helicopter touched down on 
the Maggiore's helipad, a broad 
concrete area some 300 metres from 
the main hospital building with a 
white painted cross in the middle of it. 
Ordinarily the staff on the helicopter 
would transfer their patient to the 
waiting ambulance but they'd radioed 
ahead and another specialist team 
were in the ambulance so that he 
could be transferred in as little time as 
possible. As they preferred to transfer 
him he had a second cardiac arrest but 
they brought him back from that. 
Beyond the high fence which 
separated the helipad from the 
adjoining road a few people had 
already gathered and gazed mute. The 
ambulance reached the Maggiore, a 
16-storey L-shaped building, in one 
minute, reversing up a ramp to the 
mouth of intensive care. 

Under the head of that intensive 
care. Dr. Maria Teresa Fiandri, the 
staff managed to bring his pulse back 
to somewhere near normal. "With 
the first aid at the track.during 
transport here and in the hospital we 
did all we could," she said. They put 
him on a respirator. 

The race had re-started at 2.55, 
more or less as the helicopter touched 
down at the Maggiore. Berger, 

Senna's great friend among the 
drivers, led from Schumacher. At 
3.15, twenty minutes into the 
re-started race, Berger lost the lead 
after nine laps and drifted back. The 
Ferrari was awakward-handling but 
Berger had had enough. He retired 
after eleven laps. His thoughts were 
on getting to the Maggiore. At the 
Maggiore, Dr. Fiandri spoke of 
Senna's"desperatc condition." 

By now TV Globo in Brazil were 
moving into extreme emotion, with 


broadcasters struggling to control 
themselves. 

At 4.0 Dr. Fiandri announced 
Senna as "uinically dead." At 4.05 
Father Amedeo Zuffa administered 
the Last Rites. By now a crowd of 
some 300 people crowded the hospital 
reception area who, on radio or R AI or 
by word of mouth, had heard where 
he was. It remains staggering that this 
throng felt a compulsion to go to the 
hospital. They can't have been active 
race supporters or they'd surely have 
been down the road at Imola. 

Leonardo, Assumpcao, Lemos and 
Leberer arrived in the helicopter. 
Leonardo could have gone in to see 
Senna but—in the circumstances— 
decided not to do so. 

O'Mahony "eventually got 
through to the hospital and spoke to 
Julian Jakobi. Then I flew the plane to 
Bologna in case Ayrton needed to be 
taken anywhere." He took off from 
Forli at 4.15. 

At 4.20 the race ended, 

Schumacher winning it from Nicola 
Larini (Ferrari) and Mika Hakkinen 
(Marlboro McLaren). The large 
crowd, unware of Senna's true 
condition, grouped under the 
podium, waved Ferrari flags and 
chanted to salute Larini. Then he, 
Schumacher and Hakkinen attended 
the mandatory press conference. They 
sat side by side and their faces 
betrayed that they were lost in 
another dimension. 

At 6.0 Berger arrived at the hospital 
and was permitted to sec Senna. 
Berger later ttild Nigel Roebuck of 
Autosport that Senna was still alive 
when he saw him and "I want that to 
be known, because various 
accusations were made at the time, 
against Bernie Hcclesione, that 
Ayrton was already dead at the circuit, 
and Bernie knew about it. That's 
absolutely not true. I saw Ayrton with 
my own eyes." Berger flew by 
helicopter to Bologna airport and "we 
landt d near my plane, which was 
parked next to his. In fact where O 
Mahony had parked it). Even though 
I'd just left him, it hit me hard." 

At 6.40 Dr. Fiandri announced that 
"Ayrton Senna died a few seconds 
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Enn though the greatest driver is no more, 
Ayrton Senna stilt commands a huge fan 
following. This girl with the Senna cap, t-shirt 
end flag at the Monaco 6P, a year after his 
death, bears testimony 

dtjo." TTif inaihintTy keeping him 
alive had not heen swiidicd off 
because Italian law lorbade it. 

The plane which Luiza Braga hired 
reached Faruand Galisteu hoarded it. 
Galisteu constantly repeated to 
herself "be strong, be strong" because 
that is what Senna had laiight her to 
be. The pilot took it to the end of the 
runway but while he waited lot 
permission to take oil for Bologna a 
nieassage came througii. He swivelled 
tfie plane and returned to the terminal 
building. When they deplaned 
rialisteii started sliivering "from 
['.'•ad to toe." Lui/a Braga received and 
ga\e the message and they sat in the 
tetminal lor a lirngtime ora short 
time. Lui/a said they'd better go to the 
house in Laro There was nothing else 
they could do. Bologna, a routine hop 
ol maybe three hours, might have 
been the lar side ol the moon Iroiu 
them or an infinity fui tliei on- and 
was. 

The linaliiv liad not been 
announced at Intola because the laci 
ol it had not been transmitted to 
Imola. Wfiitaker, impatience rising 
around him, fiamniered at the ollicials 
in tlie Stewards' olfice "who were 
totally embarrassed to even pit k up 
the pliorie and dial the hospital by this 
stage. " Wliitaker found Professor 
Watkins and between them they 
fashioned another statement, issued 
at '7.20. 

Ayrioii Sennj suffered severt- head 
injuiies which produced,! deep coma. 

His condition is firave and the 
electrical brain test shows brain death. 

His condition is deteriorating. 

' Whitaker qualified it by adding: 

This statement was issued by 
Piolessor Watkins Ironi his hotel 
room in Bologna some minutes ago. I 
stress th.it the information given is his 
assessment of the situation before 
leaving the Maggiore Hospital and 
travelling back to his hotel. 

The lax from the Maggiore did not 
come through to the Stewards' office 
until 7.23. It bore the hospital's 


headed notepaper and, pre-primed, 
wlto it was Irorn and how many pagi's 
(Pages, I, including This Page). The 
typed message; 

Alle ore IS. tU cessa I'activiia cardiata. 

Si constata il decesso 

(At 6.40 the heart stopped. 

Wesetify hisdeaih). 

At 7.40 Whitaker read out 

The I'll (.ml has nisi received the 
lollowing olficial staiernent ftoiii the 
Maggiore Hospital in Bologiui. 'We 
venfy the death of Ayrton Senna 
The nine of death is registered as \g.40. 

In Sao Paulo, normally a mass ol 
humanity, the streets were emptied. 
Coniure that image ; not a throng but 
seventeen million inhabitants absent 
Irom every avenue, every pulilic 
corner where, on a Sunday, they'd 
gossip and argue and tail out and lall in 
again a moment later. The seventeen 
million listened to radios or wan hed 
television where, one report says, 
"newscasters were unable to hide 
theiremotion as they read the tragic 
news from Italy, but there was also 
anger in their voices. " The presenter 
who announced the linaliiy said; "All 
Brazilians leel this as il it were a 
relative." A few ol the seventeen 
million began to drift to the house ol 
Senna's parents in a wealthy suburb. 

A fraction ol the seventeen million 
began to drift to a soccer match where 
the crov/d observed a minute's silence 
and some of the players sank to their 
knees fo.' the duration ol that, hands 


clasped in prayer. The silence over, 
the crowd chanted Senna's name and 
waved in ripjiles, waved towaids 
eternity. President Itamar Franco sen' 
his condolences to the Senna lamily. 
Senna's Bra/ihan iiainer. Nimo 
Cobra, broke down during a television 
interview and murmured, "how can 
this be?" 

Towards dawn on the Wednesday, 
as the V'arig entered Brazilian air 
space, a llighi ol jets joined it and 
tanned out in lorination in salute and, 
unconsciously, to protect the one who 
no longer needed their protection. As 
he was brought Irom the Varig many 
wept but some apjilauded. 'I'o applaud 
a coffin IS a poignant thing to do, a last 
gestii.n’ of apiueciation but surely also 
a denial that Tamburello could have 
happened, a denial that he was here 
but no longer here 

An uncounted number ol 
mourners hied by as he lay in state 
Almost unnoticc-cl among this throng 
was Liliuiie, tfie woman who fiad been 
liis wile, who liacl shared fitiefly liis 
life and who he had divorced more 
than a decade before because he'd 
concluded that his career over-rode 
his marriage. She made no spec iai 
arrangements lor priority, simply hied 
by among the throng 

This extaci has been taken Irom 
'Senna: The Final Years ', 
by Christopher Hilton and h,is 

been syndicated by Asia Features 
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REVIEW 


THE WORLD 


T he official statistician and 
historian of cricket in India, 
Mohandas Menon has written an 
exquisite book full of fascinating trivia 
and mind boggling statistics. This 
detailed, well-researched book has 
some innovative facts and figures, like 
the scoring patterns of all teams from 
the 1975-1992 World Cups, the most 
expensive bowling analysis, the most 
ducks in a match and the most extras 
in a match. 

The most ducks in a match was in 
the 1979 Prudential Trophy final 
when three West Indians and five 
Englishmen were dismissed for zero 
but it was still a high scoring game. 

The Windies totalled 286 for 9 in 60 
overs and dismissed England for 194 
in 51 overs. There is an excellent 
section of one day international career 
records of every player in the 1996 
Wills World Cup and detailed team 
performances of the 12 participating 
nations. Diligently compiled, it is the 
most comprehensive book on cricket 
statistics in India. The layout is 
elegant, there are no editorial hiccups 
and It makes foi fascinating reading. 


A S a run up to the Wills Wtirld 
Cup, this book published by the 
official sponsors of the tournament, 
ITC, is a masterpiece. An elegant, slick 
book which is btnh well researched 
and well written, it is a perfect 
memento to chernh the memory of 
the greatest sporting event staged by 


SO 



India in this century. It is certainly a 
book for the grandchildren. 

The author is a veteran cricket 
journalist who has attended all six 


World Cups. With his careful selection 
of facts and delectable prose, Ayaz has 
shown the mass appeal of cricket 
writings. In fact, it takes you through 










OFBOOKS 


Reviews of books 
recently released 


the evolution of an era of sport. The 
brilliant opening chapter, entitled 
Serr/ngaptly shows that instant cricket 
is very much a modem way of life. 

Next, there is an entertaining 
chapter on the changing attitude of 
openers in limited overs cricket, from 
Boycott to Jayasuriya. Then there is a 
brilliant expose of the middle order 
maestros: “the master blaster" Vivian 
Richards, Clive Lloyd, Sandeep Patil, 
Greg Chappcl, Dilip Vengsarkar, 
Martin Crowe, Hansie Cronje and 
many others. The great wicketkeepers 
are remembered in a chapter entitled 
Gloved Guardians. After this, there is 
an interesting chapter on the dilemma 
of fast bowlers who, with slip cordons 
disappearing, finds himself torn 
between his traditional role as an 
attacking wicket-taker and being 
stingy about runs been given away. 
There is also a chapter called Twists 
and Turns which shows how the 
spinners, 'the flight brigade' have 
made a comeback in limited overs 
cricket. There are also chapters on 
fielding, captaincy and the inevitable 
Dream Team. 

Interspersed between each chapter 
arc pages which serve as a diary for 
1996. So the Yearbook gives double 
value for money. With tons of trivia, 
amusing anecdotes, and mind boggling 
facts, this Yearbook is a treat for the 
cricket aficionado and an eye-opener 
for the innumerable fans. 

■Hi W/-•' tHhihK iV:- i! 
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A book on track and field athletics 
with detailed praaise schedules, 
exercises and techniques. Also, there 
is a focus on the mental part of the 



sport with chapters on the importance 
of motivation and dedication. Other 
chapters mention the importance of 
nutrition and tending to athletic 
injuries. Eric Prabhakar was a national 
sprint champion and an Olympian. 
For years, he has been associated with 
the athletics administration in India. 



A nother useful publication by 
Marine Sports, India's premier 
sports literature's publishers and 
retailers. The book has precise, 
detailed informatiom, and is well 
researched. It is not a philosophical 
book on the romance of one day 
cricket but instead has a mass of 
details which is presented in lucid, 
flowing prose and is easy to read. 

The artistic layout of the book 
makes it more appealing. There are 
the usual scores of all past matches 


with brief descriptions of the major 
matches. There are also 
autobiographical sketches of several 
key players. An innovative feature of 
this book is a biographical sketch of a 
key player of each World Cup. For 
example: Gary Gilmour in 1975; 
Vivian Richards in 1979; Mohinder 
Amarnath in 1983; Allan Border in 
1987 and Imran Khan in 1992. There 
is also an interesting chapter on the 
great fast bowlers. The photos in black 
and white are sharp and pleasing. 



■'f!'/, 'i i-: : ....iKi; !'! : 

A n imaginative, entertaining and 
unusual book released during the 
Wills World Cup, to cash in on the 
craze for cricket. A brilliant 
photographer, Emma Levine's 
travelogue aptly shows the feverish 
intensity and passionate feelings 
which cricket arouses in the 
sub-continent. It is a sociological 
interpretation of the appeal of cricket 
in the sub-continent. 

In a delightful sojourn through the 
sub-continent, Levine captures the 
unusual and the unconventional, 
such as street games in Karachi's 
violent areas, net practise in war-tom 
Jaffna, cricket in the bylanes amd 
narrow alleys of Delhi's Chawri Bazar 
and cricket in the paddy fields. This is 
not a book about cricket stars, but as 
Emma says, "My primary mission was 
to tell the stories of the many unsung 
heroes—who make the game into the 
celebration that it is, the spectators." 
The book is well written with a liberal 
dose of humour and wit which reveal 
Levine's adventures to discover the 
soul of subcontinental cricket. 

Novy Kapadia 


51 






ENCOUNTER 


“If I Fail...l'll Quit 



In terms of experience as the 
manager of just two tournaments 
held recently in Singapore and 
Sharjah, there's not much to write 
home about. Even then how does 
one feel to be at the helm of affairs 

7 

One ol llie major differences 1 hat I’ve 
noticed is the approach of the players. 

I tliink they’ve opened up a lot. In the 
evenings, they never hesitate to pay a 


visit to my room and discuss their 
problems. The boys appear to be very 
keen to participate in the day-to-day 
affairs of the team. As for me. I’ve 
made it very clear from the very outset 
that the team management is very 
much open lo suggestions even from 
the junior-most member oi the team. 
And the response I’ve got so far was 
more than satisfactory. lust prior to 
our lirst match in Sharjah, I suggested 


in the team meeting that we badly 
need a pinch hitter in the early overs 
who will throw his wicket in the 
interest of the team. To my great 
pleasure and surprise almost 
everybody wanted to volunteer. But 
the job ultimately went to Jadeja. This 
goes to show that we have a 
committed bunch oi cricketers at our 
disposal. 

The myth of Pakistan invincibility 
against India in Sharjah has been 
demolished at last. And more 
importantly, after five long years. 
Don't you feel happy that India 
broke the Sharjah jinx under your 
stewardship ? 

Sandeep Patil wKh hit tignificaiit olhar 
half....made for each other 


bAN I OSH GHOSH 






hamai julaa 



Patil enBagad in strategy planning with formar 
managar Wadakar and captain Azharuddin. 

But can ha managa to pull off tho tough job 
ahaad? 

In tho lirst place, I don't really believe 
that there was any jinx. 1 do agree that 
the last time we beat Pakistan here 
was way back in '91. But too much 
should nut be read into that. It so 
happened that on the last few 
occasions they had outjtlayed us and 
this time round we've turned the 
tables on them. 

Having seen the team from close 
quarters in two consecutive 
tournaments, what do you think 
are the lessons to be learnt ? 

Well to be very frank, I have just 
begun. The players are also Iteginning 
to settle down with the new scheme of 
things. 1 also need some time to settle 


down myself. After 1 took over out ol 
the seven matches we've played, we 
won two and lost five. Most ol the 
matches we lost was unfortunately 
due to a poor start, followed by a 
middle-order collapse. These days, 
whether you chase a target or fix one, 
it is absolutely imperative to have a 
solid start. That apart, my prime area 
of concern is the middle-order. 

There has been a lot of talk about 
this new strategy that you've 
formulated for this tournament. 
And that the strategy didn't click 
is pretty obvious from the result... 
Yeah, we planned to score as many 
runs as possible in the first fifteen 
overs. Because once you get-100 plus 
in the firsi fifteen, you can rest assure 
of a score near three hundred. This is 


itie strategy most teams are following 
nowadays with good rt*sults and wc 
tried to apply it too. But with Sachin 
having got out in first two outings, 
things did not go as we could have 
liked it to. There is no point giving 
excuses for the failures, but in the 
same breath due credit should be 
given to South Africa. They've played 
top-class cricket. And were evidently 
superior to'us in every department of 
the game. They were simply 
extra-ordinary; it's like playing 
against filteen of them in the field 
Previously, they had one Jonty 
Rhodes, and now they have five or six 
of them. 

Some subscribe to the view that 
off-the-field strategies are now 
becoming as important as 
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on-the-field performances. Bob 
Woolmer, for example, feels that 
well-thoughi-out strategies and 
painstaking home work is the key 
to South Africa's astounding 
performance. 

Honestly speaking, Woolmer has his 
views and I've mine. Our cricketers 
are born and bnrughi up in an 
altogether different set-up Under 
dillercnt circumstances and have 
different mitid sets. His strategics and 
approach might not be applicable to 
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them. Bob is successful and obviously 
his strategies are now much talked 
about. With due respect to him, if 
someone else is successful tomorrow, 
then it would be a diflerent story. 

Talking about the role of a cricket 
manager in international cricket 
these days, how demanding is the 
job? 

It's demanding, yes. But at the same 
time, its quite thrilling. It's a full-time 
job and one has to produce results. 


Fnlding it oiw deptrtmmt whera tht Indian 
taam hat to raally improvo and a lot dapandt 
onPatil'tinitiattva 

Ajit produced results, so have 
Woolmer and Simpson. So the basic 
job of the manager is to make a 
formidable unit of 14 or 16. As for my 
case, my stint with the 'A' side has 
helped me a lot. I know the boys very 
closely. Their strengths and 
weaknesses. They are also now quite 
familiar with me. But as I said that I 
need time to settle down say, at least 
21 dayers or seven-eight Test 
matches. I am not saying that 1 need a 
minimum of 3 or 4 years to produce 
results. But some time is required to 
deliver. 

There is this view in cricketing 
circles that contrary to the 
Woolmer style, you are more of a 
motivator rather than a diehard 
theorist? 

Well, that's for you to judge. 

Whatever strategy you work out 
olf-the- field, ultimately it is up to the 
players to execute them to perfection. 
I am not undermining the role of a 
strategist. But even as a motivator you 
can do a lot ot things. By talking to the 
boys about their problems, by mixing 
with them as a friend and by helping 
them out by all possible ways 
on-and-off the field. One can strike a 
judicious balance between strategy 
and motivation. For example. I've 
introduted theAap Ki Aada/atcoticept 
in the team. It is basically Sachin's 
idea. The idea is that one 'convict' 
from the team will have to lace 
questions about his performance from 
the rest of the side. Thus, in turn, all 
the members will be playing 
‘convicts'. There will, ol course, be 
one 'Rajat Sharma' to conduct the 
proceedings, it's good fun and offers 
scope for self-introspection. 

Should you fail to deliver the 
goods, how would you cope with 
the criticism ? 

Well, I've always been a diehard 
optimist and have never said 'no' to a 
challenge. I know that I've been given 
a result-oriented job. If I do a bad job, 
then I won't mind having to quit. In 
any case, I feel privileged that the 
Board has given me this opportunity. 



SPOT LIGHT 


"We Are 
Redefining 

Cricket" 


South African cricket coach. Bob Woolmer is tal¬ 
king about cyber cricket. It's new and it has a 
fresh dimension. It has also been instrumental 
in making the South Africans virtually 
unbeatable 


SPORTSWORLDr'Our cricket is 
the game of the 2ist Century'. 

Just the other day you were heard 
saying this. Could you elaborate ? 

All wt' arc trying to do is to bring 
cricket into the modern era. The idea 
is to give the players the best possible 
personalised attention in all aspects of 
the game. In a nutshell, we arc 
applying a fresh approach which I 
believe, will be widely accepted all 
over the cricketing world in the near 
future.We are redefining cricket. 

We hear a lot about your 'TOTAL 
CRICKET'. What exactly is total 
cricket ? 

A fresh appioach through science, 
new methods of training and endless 
homework. Organised and 

Bob Woolmer (seated, third from left) with the 
victorious South African team in Sharjah. 
Woolmer has been very effective in moulding 
his proteges into a very cohesive, fighting unit 
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Ready for this? 


India's 
tour of 
England 

Live. Exclusively on ESPN. 
May 23 - July 9. 

I-i’ea.dy for a ye^xv of non stop 
cnokedf'' It, begins witli Indni ’s 
Lour of Engla,nd. A revita 
Ijsed Engla,nd fanes a, sti'crng 
Indian team. WilJ they id.se to 
the occasion" And a,s the 
year rolls on. the cricket 
,just keeps getting better and 
better. All live on ESPIh 

Hut. a.fter May 15th 1996, 
only an ESPN a.uthorised 
ca.ble operator can tiring you 
the excitement Call your 
cable operator' iiow a.nd make 
sui'e he is I'eady! 
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disciplined, my cricket means 
working out every detail, preparing 
for every eventuality. You cannot 
expect to play in a stereotyped 
manner and get away with it. If you 
take one-day cricket, you have to 
invent something in every match. I 
think the days of six batsmen and four 
bowlers are over. Now you've got to 
have 11 batsmen who can also bowl. 
Lots of options have to be worked out. 
In terms of technique, bowling 
options, you have to innovate all the 
time. Flexibility is the buzz word, 
rigidity in your approach just won't 
do. The team has to be a cohesive unit 
which can adapt itself to any situation, 
without being too dependent on a few 
individuals. 

What exactly went wrong in the 
World Cup quarter final ? The 
whole squad suddenly seemed to 
choke.... 

The Windlil were simply better that 
day. They outplayed us. The lessons 
we learnt were quite a few. The most 
vital one is, we needed to keep the 
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Hansie Cronja (lafi) in a cantamplativa maad. 
Alang with, Waalmar and his lap tap camputer, 
tha Sauth African think tank da canw up with 
affactiva winning faimulas 

players more relaxed and make sure 
that even a Cup quarter-final is just 
another game of cricket. We didn't do 
that in Karachi, the players were tense 
and one good innings from Lara cost 
us the match. 

You took over as South Africa's 
coach in September '94. Now, 
your team has won 18 out of the 
20 one* day matches...a fabulous 
track record indeed. 

When I took over in '94 the team was 
then questioning itself after defeats 
and I started remodelling and 
redefining the team's approach. I was 
lucky to have a positive captain in 
Hansic and all the senior players were 
cooperative and innovative. We 
decided to clinically dissea both the 
opposition's as well as our team's 
strengths and weaknesses. Everybody 
knew what was expected of him and 
those who didn't come up to the mark 


fell quickly by the wayside. Now we 
are getting the results. For instance. 
We've fitness trainers, dieticians, a 
sports medicine expert and sports 
psychologist—all of whom have 
contributed. 

We hear a lot about your lap-top 
computer and the note book, you 
always carry. These seem to be an 
integral part of Woolmer, the 
cricket-scientist. 

Oh, yes, 1 lost one in Karachi during 
the World Cup. Using lap-top 
computers—don't think it's by any 
means revolutionary. The basic idea is 
to give the best information available 
to a player before the match. And 
using a lap-top is the best way to do 
that. 1 go fully prepared to team 
meetings, having ensured that all the 
information 1 require is locked in my 
lap-top. I feed in every detail of 
matches played by my team. Mind 
you, not just the runs conceded by 
different bowlers, but the length and 
direction of the deliveries off which 
runs were scored. It does help in 



working out possible strategies. 

But don't you think too much 
stress on theory spoils the show ? 
One complaint about you is that 
you force your theories down the 
throat of your team and this curbs 
the natural skill of the players to a 
great extent. 

I use theory myself to try and help the 
players perform belter. I will learn 
from my mistakes and the players will 
learn from theirs. As I have said, 1 feel 
that the team should be ready for any 
eventuality. And you have to have 
theories in order to have ideas. All I 
am trying to do is to give them a lot of 
options. 

After the World Cup, this Sharjah 
Cup is the first tournament that 
you're playing. How did you 
prepare for your debut 
tournament in the desert 7 
We came three days in advance in 
order to understand the conditions 
over here. I sat and talked individually 
to ail the players. I gave them the idea 


Th* South Africans wrap up ■milliar match in 
tnoir favour.... tho clinical pracision in which 
thoY go shout thoir jobt it tm rasult of 
Woolnwr'tstratsgv 

that if you win this tournament in this 
pan of the world, that would be a good 
consolation prize for us after the 
World Cup. The boys have responded 
just as I would have liked them to. 

Can you stop an in>form Lara, 
Sachin or Mark Waugh on a given 
day through well-worked out 
strategies ? I mean, don't you 
think even the best of theories 
succumb to individual genius 7 
Yes, if we plan correctly, we can bottle 
them up. Sometimes it works. 
Sometimes it doesn’t. 

'Talent Is primary, but 
preparation is not 
secondary'—this is the slogan 
you've been using very often. 

1 think talent is very, very important. 
You have to have some talent in order 
to play international cricket. All 
eleven players are more or less 


talented. Some are more talented 
than the others. Some despite being 
less talented, work harder chan the 
others. But preparation is extremely 
vital. Talent without preparation is 
nothing. I always tell the players that 
preparation is of utmost importance 
in order to minimise the 'chance 
factors. Otherwise all your talent 
comes to naught. 

Do you think that this World Cup 
has revolutionised the game in 
the sense that the first 15 overs 
have become slog overs, rather 
than the last ten 7 

It was very important in this particular 
World Cup to take advantages of those 
15 overs. This is because of the nature 
of the wickets there. If you try the 
same in Johannesberg or Durban, you 
could end up being 30-5. So, I don't 
think the first 15 overs have really 
changed —one day cricket. 

Slogging in the first 15 has to do with 
the nature of the ground, the pitch 
and so many other faaors. It's not an 
end in itself. • 
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Euro '96 

Live. Exclusively on ESPN. 
June 8 -30. 


Ready for gripping football 
this year'? ESPN's football 
season kicks off \/v1th Enro '96 
in June, where 16 countries 
battle foi' the European 
Championships. The season 
roars on with more live 
action from the world's best 
football leagues, day m and 
day out. 

But, after May 15th '96, only 
an ESPN authorised cable 
opera,tor can bring you the 
excitement. Call your cable 
opera,tor now a,nd make sure 
he is ready. 


Euto '96 lull 8 - Jun 30 '96 

English Prcmici League Aug 96 - Muy '97 

UEFA Champions league Sep 96 Moy '97 

Dutch Division I Aug '96 - Jun 97 
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SHABBY 

TREATMENT 


In recent times, Indian 
sporting associations 
have made a lot of bucks. 
But that has not 
prevented sportsmen 
from being treated 
shabbily by their 
national federations. 
The summary exit of 
Manoj Prabhakar, 
Hemanta Dora and 
Sohini Kumari are a 
case in point 


BYNOVYKAPADIA 

URING the first quarter of 
1996, the Indian sports 
scenario was bewildering, 
bemusing and befuddling. 
At the organisational level, Indian 
sports had escalated to the summit. 
The 1996 Wills World Cup cricket 
tournament was a mega success, with 
the Board of Control for Cricket in 
India (BCCI) richer by $100 million 
(estimated Rs.375 crores). For the first 
time ever, an ATP tour event was 
organised in India. The week-long 
McDowell Indian Open tournament 
with prize money worth $430,000 
was a big boost for Indian tennis. This 
tournament was held at the 
ultra-modem R.K. Khanna tennis 
sudium, with a capacity of 4,000. 

BacMM af Iha MTA't MgMiaiiMMM, Iha 
aaly iMMriM atm Md nitoyar in tlw 
Mwwa a 'aiaaia, SaMal K aa iarl waahtaadla 
awiiofc lacaaali 
fit 






PHOT06BAPHSM0HD SHAFIQ 



■AlirwMili «lw Asia Nel^ 

Megabucks has thus made a passage 
to India, while infrastructure has 
improved and the player's prize 
money has been enhanced. However, 
in certain other areas, the Indian 
sports scenario continues to be 
depressing. Arbitrary selection and 
mediocre personnel management 
continues to be the bane of Indian 
sport. Several instances of this malaise 
have emerged in the last few months. 

The instance which really grabbed 
the headlines was the omission of 
gutsy all rounder Manoj Prabhakar for 
the Singer Trophy at Singapore and 
the Pepsi Cup at Shaijah. Ostensibly, 
Prabhakar was dropped for two bad 
overs against the latest 'master 
blasters' Sanath Jayasuriya and 
Romesh Kaluwitharane in the group 
A league tie at the Kotla Stadium, 
Delhi. Prabhakar was carted for 33 
runs in two overs and the same player, 
who was the Man Of The Series, in the 
five match series vs the Kiwis in 
Nov-Dec'95 was suddenly considered 
over the hill. 

Chairman of selectors, G.R. 
Vishwanath later said that Prabhakar 
was being rested for those two limited 
overs tournaments but would be 
considered for the England tour. If 
only this had been conveyed 
telephonically to Prabhakar, the 
subsequent bad blood and 
vituperative outpourings could have 
been avoided. A typical case of 
inadequate personnel management. 

Another case of poor man 
management which emerged during 
these months was the imbroglio of ace 
custodian Hemanta Dora. East Bengal 
add India's best goalkeeper missed the 
Asia Cup qualifying rounds due to an 
injury. The medical certificate 
presented by Dora said that he would 
have been out of action for three 
months. Yet within a month of 
submitting the certificate, Dora 
excelled for Bengal in the Santosh 
Trophy which they won for the third 
successive year at Margao, Goa. The 
AIFF took umbrage at such chicanery 


and threatened Dora with a tong 
period of total suspension. Dora 
promptly retired from international 
football. 

A case similar to that of Prabhakar. 
If both Prabhakar and Dora had been 
handled with greater tact, there 
would not have been these 
pre-mature retirements. After all, 
Dora is not the first Indian footballer 
to put club above country. The 
football ethos in India will have to be 
changed and and so also should the 
the AIFF. An over-stringent 
application of the rules has forced him 
out of the international scene. 
Another case of faulty 
man-management. 

Another weird case is the omission 
of peppy Ajoy Singh for the World 
Cup qualifiers at Qatar in September 
1996. Till the end of 1995, dashing 
Ajoy was the blue-eyed boy of 
national coach Rustom Akramov. 
How is it possible that this talented 
midfielder has suddenly lost form so 
drasticaUy in a few months? There is 
no news that he is injured. So why has 
Ajoy Singh been dropped without any 
plausible reason? One wonders if 
factionalism within the AIFF and 
Ajoy's impending transfer from 


Mahindras to Mohun Bagan is the 
cause of this omission. 

However, the real angry young 
woman of Indian sport is the slim and 
lanky 27-year-oid Sohini Kumari. 
Frustrated by the machinations of the 
All India Tennis Association (ATTA), 
which has all but hounded out, the 
only genuine serve and volleyer in the 
women's game, Sohini has decided to 
switch racquets. She has quit tennis 
and become a squash player. Her 
natural athleticism and eye-hand 
co-ordination enabled Sohini to pick 
up the nuances of squash quickly. She 
lost to India's No.2. Mekhaia Subedar 
in the final. Sohini hails from a 
sporting family, her sister 
Bhuvaneshwari (nicknamed Candy) 
was sixteen times national squash 
champion and brother Yogendra is a 
squash coach and so her rapid success 
in this fast moving sport is not 
surprising. 

The moot question is why did 
Sohini forsake tennis, a sport in which 
she is an established international and 
reputed to be the best doubles player 
in the country. Sohini's 'winter of 
discontent' commenced at the 
grasscourt nationals at Delhi. She was 
given a very raw deal. Sohini was left 
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in ihc luivi) wiihoui a doubles 
parincr, due to the tnani[U] la lions of 
tile AITA. She had partnered K.V. 
Niiiipama to victory in the national 
hankouri championships at 
Bangalore in 1995 and lioped to 
repeat the triumph in the grass court 
championships. On the eve of the 
doubles event, Sohini practised with 
Nirupania at the Delhi Gymkhana 
touris. hverything was hanky dory 
and neither Sohini nor her partner 
had any inkling of the disaster to 
follow the next day. Sohini narrate 
"Just five minutes before tfie doubles 
sign-in, I came to know 1 was not 
playing witli Nirupama. I asked her 
and she told me site had received a 
phone call the previous night telling 
her that she must play with Manisha 
Malhotra with a view to the SAf- 
Games (Dec.'^S) and the Federation 
Cup (Feb.'96).” The mystery 
midnight call washy Ramesh Oesai. 
Manisha is the favourite ol this 
Iiowerliil Bombay-based secretary ol 
the AITA. The AfTA, ol course, denies 
"the midnight call." Cater, President 
R K. Khanna and selector Shyam 
Minoira in lesponse toa protest lettei 
by Sohmi's lather Yashwant Singh, 
secretary ol DI.TA from 198?-B9said 
Niiupuma herself wanted to pat met 
Manisha and hence the dc'cision. 

Sohini relutes this reasoning. She 
categorically states, "If u was 
Niriipanta's personal dc'cision, she 
wotilfl have told me well in advance so 
that 1 could lind aiiolhet doubles 
Itari net It was an orchestrated move 
to hurt me and prevent me from 
pla\ tug doubles II Niru|iama and 1 
had non the grass court iiaiional 
doubles title it would have been 
embatiassmg loi the AITA to drop me 
Irom the SAF Games and Federation 
Cup sipiads." 

The piqued Sohim lurihet adds that 
even in the past she has been treated 
shabbily. She lecallecl an incident in 
the Federation (aip at Bombay tti 
1994 when she was asked to step 
down from an international doubles 
tie just as she was going on court to 
warm up. Recalling that humiliating 
experience, Sohini says, "Even at 
lunc h, Nandari Bal (team coach) told 
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me I was going to play. But five 
minutes before the match, he told me, 
Manisha was going to play instead." 
This switch ol partners in the 
Federation Cup was again the 
influence ol the omnipotent Ramesh 
Desai. It is learnt that chief coach 
Nandan Bal was even instructed to 
drive to the team hotel and letch 
Manisha's matching skirt. 

Maybe in both instances, the AITA's 
intentions were honourable and they 
wanted to encourage a talented 
teenager, Manisha, and phase out an 
older player, 27-y<‘ar-old Sohini. 

The AITA's shabby 
treatment of Sohim Kumari has 
caused adverse publicity and there are 
intense speculation about the motives 
lor such an act. The news on the 
grai>evine is that Sohini is just a victim 
of power politics m the federation. Her 
lather, Yashwant Singh, was on the 
wrong side of the contentious AITA 
elections in 1988. The contestants lor 
president, were the current 
meuinbent, Mr R.K. Khanna and Mr 
Natwar Singh, the erstwhile foreign 
minister in the Rajiv Gandhi. The 
former AITA secretary P.L. Reddy, 
superstar Vijay Amrtiraj and the Delhi 
lawn Tennis Association (DI.TA), 
were being represented by Yashwant 
Singh and were Natwar Singh's 
staunch supporters. On the eve ol the 
elections, Natwar Singh got cold and 
lell he would lose the elections. So, he 
seaiched lor a compromise. Thus, on 
the morning ol the elections, a 
compromise was reached. Natwar 
Singh was the consensus president 
and R.K. Khanna became the 
secretary. Natwar's supporters were 
left high and drv. 

Foul years later, Khanna reigned 
supreme. He took over as president of 
the AITA. Khanna, an astute 
administrator, tried to persuade 
Yashwant Singh to switch allegiance. 
Yashwant however refused to play 
ball and in 1990 gave up his long 
leiuire as secretary of the Delhi Lawn 
Tennis Association. So the oily tongue 
ol gossip now' says that Khanna has 
not forgotten Yashwant's obduracy. 
Daughter Sohini is paying for her 
father's acts. 


Sohini herself fuelled such 
speculation when she said, "1 don't 
know why 1 nave been singled out lor 
such shabby treatment." The irony is 
that Sohini has just about two years ttl 
tennis left in her. Her main interest 
was to add to her booty ol national 
doubles titles. She has won the 
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national hardcourt title thrice in 
1989-90 with Aradhana Reddy, in 
1994 with Arati Ponappa and in 1995 
with K.V. Nirupama, the national 
grasscourt doubles title lour times; in 
1991 with Sahiba Chadda; in 1992 
with Aradhana Reddy in successive 
national doubles titles on grass and 


eight doubles title in all. 

The lanky Sohini admits, Tt is the 
shabby treatment rather than the 
omission Iroiu the Federation and 
SAF Games squad which has hurt me 

India's acs goalkaapar Hamanta Dora was 
compallad to quit soccor promaturoly becaue 
of the AIFTs inadequacies 



and made me very angry." On 1 si 
January 1996, Sohini sent a long letter 
to Mr Khanna pleading for justice and 
beseeching the AITA president to 
ensure that she gets a fair deal. Her 
letter and representation was pul 
before the selectors but summarily 
dismissed. In reply to her 11 page 
missive, Sohini got a curt reply on 
8.1.96 trom the AITA secretary 
Ramesh D. Desai which basically 
stated, "alter giving due consideration 
to all the lads, it was decided that you 
cannot be fitted in as a member of the 
Federation Cup team." 

The selectors have the prerogative 
to choose whom they want. They 
cannot 

be pressurised in selecting a team. The 
selectors had their reasons for 
dropping Sohini but then reasons 
unless made public only luels the 
gossip . If only the selectors had been 
more tactful in handling this 
situation, such resentment and 
acriinonv could have been averted 

All Sohini wanted was some 
semblance ol justice. The switch ol 
douhles partners could surely have 
been done more judiciously. The 
excessive bureaucratisation and 
sphinx-like silence ol our sports 
administrators m dealing with the 
omissions and commissions ol (ilayers 
isout of tune with the more liberalised 
atmosphere that we live in. The 
opulent R.K. Khanna tennis siadiutn 
at the capital, the soaring profits ol the 
Wills World Cup and the megabucks 
StarTV contract of ihe All India 
Football Fedeiation are worthwhile 
achi veinents. However as long as 
there are disgruntled sportspersons 
like prematurely retired Manoj 
Prabhakar, Hemanta Dora or Sohini 
Kiimari who has switched horn tennis 
to squash or Ajoy Kumar Singh 
seething with injitstice. Indian sports 
will remain a contradiction in terms. 
Sports officials must realise that they 
have been drafted into their 
respeaive associations for a brief 
period. Financial gain is one aspect of 
management but unless, they learn 
how to treat Indian sportsjiersons 
with greater sensitivity, history may 
cast them into oblivion. # 
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V, OHAMMAD AZHARUDDIN'S 
; V ; stock has fallen so low in the 
eyes of the general public. The other 
day, while I was in the market, I 
overheard a pair of vegetable sellers 
lambasting his performance. Later, on 
a Sunday morning, outside a church, a 
group of virginal choir-girl singers 
spoke mockingly about his batting. So 
then, why has he fallen so low in 
public favour ? 

Obviously, one of the reasons is this 
affair with Sangeeta Bijiani. It has 
damaged his credibility 
tremendously. I guess, people can 
tolerate the break-up of a marriage, if 
there are no children involved. But 
when there are two children 
involved, as in Azhar's qise, then 
people are less forgiving. 

But what seems to be the more 
likely reason for his loss of popularity 
is his decline of skill. The artistry is 
missing from his batting. He cannot 
seem to time the ball with the same 
deiiciousness as before. Now when 
one sees him on TV, there is a sense of 
pain. It is obvious that he has allowed 
his talent to wither away. 

Maybe, he has stopped practising 
and taken his talent for granted. But as 
the great philosopher, Jiddu 
Krishnamurti said, "Decay is always 
one step behind us." Also, there is a 
lack of spirit in him. The fire doesn't 
burn in his eyes, when his back is 
against the wall, in a cricket match. Is 
the hassles in his personal life creating 
too much of stress and tension ? This 
breaking-up of one marriage and then 
embarking on another relationship, 
with the other woman surely making 
her own demands. Azhar must be 
caught helplessly in the crossfire. How 
then can he concentrate 100% on 
cricket ? 

Because of his own personal mess, 
he is clearly out of touch with the 
aspirations of the cricket-crazy public. 
Surely, he doesn't seem to understand 
how much a victory means to millions 
of Indians. Surely, he doesn't seem to 
realise that we don't mind, if India 
loses, provided he and his team give 
110% effort. But this abject 
surrender, long before the 50 overs 
are up, is an unbearable experience. 

K 


People naturally blame Azhar because 
he is the captain, and he just doesn't 
seem to lead from the front. 
Sometimes, one gets the feeling that 
he is plainly indifferent. 

Mohammad Azharuddin's life has 
changed so much. From being a 
member of the lower middle class in 
Hyderabad's class-conscious society, 
he has, entirely through his cricketing 
talent, become extremely rich and 
famous and a member of the national 
elite. And in this journey, he has 
moved far, far away from his roots. He 
has moved so far away that now the 
man who always thanked his parents 
and his grandfather for their support 
and prayers, has become estranged 
from his own family. In Hyderabad, as 
is well known, he stays in a separate 

An uninual potturn tor thn Indian captain. It 
raaka of inaacurity. Azhar's possible siiccass 
in England, amidst his pmblams, may help 
radaoffl bis crsdantials as captain, but on tbs 
porsonal from it will do moro.. jnako him a man 



fiat. 

He seems to have failed in one of the 
most important tests of human 
character: how do you remain the 
same when your circumstances 
change dramatically for the better ? 

Azhar's story has become a sad saga. 
Millions of people, in our country, 
because of financial constraints and 
heart-wrenching poverty do not have 
a chance to develop their talent and 
their potential. And here is one man, 
who has been blessed with a 
God-given talent, has been given the 
chance to develop it, is able to make a 
living off it, makes very good money, 
becomes famous, has a standing in 
society, has a cute wife and two sons, 
and still, it seems to be not enough. In 
front of our eyes, we can see him 
fritter it all away. Maybe, this break 
from cricket will help Azhar to do 
some much-needed introspeaion. 
Azhar's only hope lies in the fact that 
now, having moved publicly into a- 
more deeper relationship with 
Sangeeta, he will find happiness. 
Maybe, he was unhappy in his 
marriage and wanted out. It is a 
legitimate desire. After all, not all 
marriages are successtul. Secondly, he 
needs to get back on the cricket pitch 
and start practising. You may be the 
CAPTAIN of the Indian team but il 
you do not practise regularly, your 
skills will inevitably diminish. 
"Practise, practise," wrote Eugene 
Hcrrigal in 'Zen in the Art of Archery' 
"repetition and repetition of the 
repeated with ever increasing 
intensity arc the distinctive features 
for long stretches of the way towards 
mastery (of any craft)." 

This upcoming tour of England is 
going to be a make-or-break one for 
him. If he doesn't bounce back on the 
pitch, if he doesn't find happiness in 
his relationship, then the bells ringing 
the doom of his career will start 
ringing. 

Sometimes, one wonders, whether 
the satisfaction of ail your wants isn't 
the most terrible thing that can 
happen to a human being. 

I hope Mohd. Azharuddin will 
prove me resoundingly wrong. 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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SANCHAYANI 




Newly-buUt SANCHAYANI HOUSE at Rmaji, Goa. 

With a continual commUment of doing greater good to even a greater number of people, SANCHAYANI now sets about 
to fulfil a mission - to put a roof above your bead. It's yet ano&er activity of the Company that's timely, promising 
and ever so welcoming. 

Making news once again, SANCHAYANI has made an entry into real estate business. It's now involved in the 
construction of multipurpose multistories buildings and complexes dtroughout India - to provide most updated 
residential accommodation at an affordable price. 

Giving a 'concrete' proof of what your dream would be like is the newly-built SANCHAYANI HOUSE at Panaji, Goa. 



SANCHA™ savings & INVESTMENTS (INDIA) LTD. 

(HOUSING DIVISION) bqmbay 


onstructiott work going on at different sites in 
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Protect your car engine 
from heat-stroke! 
















The heat inside can be killing for an engine. To beat the heat, just water won’t do. Your car needs 
Servo Kool. The triple-action coolant that meets the highest Japanese standard-JIS K2234 requirements. 
► Servo Kool keeps the engine cool even under severe stress and in extreme temperatures 
Servo Kool acts as an anti-freeze in cold climes. ► Servo Kool prevents c:orrosion from chemical 
deposits and r\»st. Improves life and efficiency of the engine, radiator and water pump. 

.Servo Kool. From Indianoil's K & D Centre. A refreshing way to keep your engine cool! 




◄ ^ ^ THE TRIPlf’ACnON COOIANT^ ► ► 

Indianoil's R & D Centre creates world class products tailored to Indian conditions. 
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In a confrontation between two 
teams plagued by problems, it is 
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That is Steffi Graf's newly 
formed gameplan as she 
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It's hot. It's beautiful. It's tht 
French Open in Paris. 
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SACHIN TENDULKAR 

BRAVEHEART! 
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trumps in En^wid 


In a confrontation 
between two teams 
plagued by problems, 
it is upto this man 
to tilt the balance in 
India's favour 


FROM SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


; ' . NGI.ISH cricket pundits 
' always start on an upltcat 

mood, whenever England is 
jtoised to face an interesting 
and potentially eventful series. The 
series against India can very logically 
be expected to be a lough one for 
England, given India's perlorinance in 
the World Cup, and, needless to 
mention England's extremely dismal 
showing m the same tournament. 

Yet. the slightest sign ol aggressive 
cricket by )ust one single player had 
immediately put them in a 
disproportionately optimistic mood, 
and launched their collective 
hero-worshiping. Trouble is these 
same people would somersault to a 
bitterly critical position il England 
begins to collapse. 

The reason that triggered such 
tiptimtsm obviously was Graeme 
Hick's blistering attack on the Indians 
during the three day match between 
Worcestershire and the visitors. Hick 
reached the 86th hundred ol his 
career and his lOih double century off 
181 balls sharing in a record second 
wicket stand for the county of 300 
with Phil Weston which took only 61 
overs. 

The innings, featuring Anil 
Kumble's discomfiture in particular, 
gave the English press the impression 
that this was the beginning of 
England's resurrection. They read it 

ASHOKtCHAKRARORTV 


not just as a warning to the Indian 
bowlers, but also a declaration of 
England's intent during the series 
against the Indians. 

Wasn't this a little premature 
optimism ? In fact, in some quarters 
the gossip already is that Mike 
Atherton is hoping India will return 
the lavour England did to them last 
lime. 1 mean the way England turned 
him into a hero by bellyflopping to a 
3-0 whitewash in India. 


Perhaps, this optimism is based on 
the fact that traditionally India's 
batsmen have been vulnerable to the 
seaming ball. Since 1932, they have 
won only two Test series in England. 
One in 1971, when Raymond 
Illingworth was the captain of the side 
and again in 1986 when Mike Gatting 
was at the helm. 

Their optimism is also based on the 
faa that six of the Indian party have 
yet to experience Test cricket. 

S 
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Captain Adwruddin siiddanly finds himtalf at 
tha crossroads of his crickating caroor 

But the saner and less jingoistic 
view is that these greenhorns have 
enough confidence in them to learn 
quickly, particularly guys like Paras 
Mhambrey, a pace bowler from 
Bombay and one of the few bowlers 
who does not hail from Karnataka. 

And the echo of that confidence 
rang so unmistakably in Sandeep 
Patil's voice when he said, "Certainly 
it is tough, having players who have 
not played Test. Yet in a way it is good. 
Those who have not played Test 
always look forward to it, so it is not a 
big worry." 

Moreover, as far as inexperience is 
concerned, especially in the area of 
the seaming bali, it is unlikely to be a 
major factor in deciding the future of 
the scries, simpiy because most Test 
pilches here are now fairly bare, and 
all but two of the current party have 
played either league or county cricket 
in England. 

In faa, it is palpable that Indian 
selectors did lake this point into 
account when they picked two leg 
spinners. Anil Rumble and Narendra 
Hirwani and two slow left arm 
bowlers, Venkatapathy Raju and 
Sunil Joshi. 

Kumble, in particular, has the 
greatest potential to wreck England in 
the series. Kumble was the highest 
wicket-taker in county cricket last 
season with 105 dismissals, and 
remains a threat with his bounce. 

Srinath too hardly deserves to be 
taken lightly. Opening the bowling for 
Gloucestershire last season he ended 
up only ] 8 wickets behind his highly 
successful compatriot Kumble. And 
the obvious deduaion from all this is 
that even if Illingworth were suddenly 
to persuade the groundsmen to 
produce greentops, it is unlikely that 
England could lake advantage, 
particularly if Dominic Cork's knee 
injury should flare up again. 

But if we concentrate more on 
India's problems rather than 
England's it is obvious that the visitors 
would have plenty. For India, fast 
bowling is a particular weakness, and 
it is pace that counts a great deal in 
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England, especially at this lime of the 
year. Srinath indeed is an effective 
player, but his temperament has 
always been suspect, especially in the 
area of leading the attack. And the 
grapevine has it that he does not enjoy 
much support from his teammates 
either. In faa, in the area of pace, 

India did try various permutations 
and combinations, bringing in a 
number of contenders to vie for the 
role of main strike bowler. But 
nobody seemed to quite live up to the 
expeaations. 

And that takes us back to the area of 
spin, which has to be India's mainstay. 
Rumble with his baffling flipper, 
Hirwani with his flighted leg-breaks, 
Joshi with his left-arm tweakers and 
Raju with is beguiling southpaw 
breakers. There is no denying that 
these strengths of the Indian bowling 
are more effective on home soil rather 
than overseas, but you never know. 


One must not forget the Indians are 
not going to face a formidable cricket 
side anyway, despite Graeme Hick. 
And the optimism. 

On the other hand, the onus to 
subdue the Indian batting would be 
vciy much on the England bowlers, 
and everyone obviously knttws who is 
going to be their main challenge: 
Sachin Tendulkar. 

As always much is expeaed of him 
this time too. Ever since he burst on to 
the Test scene as a precocious teenager 
in 1989, the Indian public has idolised 
him as a national treasure. He 
obviously carries the enormous 
burden of keeping his fans happy. The 
good thing is that the man has got 
used to it. 

"Balling at number lour the people 
back home are expecting big things 
from me. It's not the first time, so, I am 
pretty relaxed about it now. In a way 
I've got used to it. I now know the 


Tba Karnataka duo: Srinath with Praaad (right). 
Hia saaming wickati of England could woll 
worfcouttothoir advantago 

only thing that matters is to go to the 
middle and play my natural game and 
runs will come automatically," 
Tendulkar said. 

Nothing new. Tendulkar has always 
been known for his relaxed style. But 
some observers do think that his 
commercial and financial 
commitments tend to put him under 
additional pressure, and he has to 
strike a delicate balance between the 
two. 

Tendulkar claims that he can do it; 
"They arc two sides of a coin and I 
don't want to mix the two sides," he 
said before confirming that his deals 
through World Tel, his agents, who 
bought the television rights to the 
World Cup, will be worth 
approximately $7.5 million over the 
next five years. 



India's utility itian Ajay Jsdsis hat baan in 
Band nick. Ona bopat that his vitality an tha 
nald nibs off on his toammotts 


SCOflPNEWS 



For Vikrsm Rathora tha laaming procast it 
on ■ Hit succosahro canturiat in tha warm-up 
matchss ara casas in point 
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But, however may be the pressure 
on Tendulkar, it should not really pose 
a threat to the entire England side. 
Firstly, because Tendulkar's talent is 
highly unlikely to be overshadowed 
by financial matters. He knows his 
cricket is the lountainhead of fortune. 
And he docs have the temperament to 
lake it ail in his stride. 

In fact, on the other hand, pundits 
are more concerned about the 
pressure he shoulders on the pitch 
rather than off it. Like England, India 
loo had been travelling quite 
frequently and playing almost 
anywhere they could find a strip of 
land. And everytime Tendulkar had 
been at the centre of attention and 
expectation. It is a weighty 
encumbrance that few others, save 
Brian Lara, can ever begin to imagine 


or cope up with. 

But the point is Sachin Tendulkar 
may be a one-man industry; India 
hardly is a one-man batting side. 
Sidhu and Rathore arc the likely 
openers, and able ones. Much is 
expeaed of Manjrekar at one down. 
This man may have gone through a 
topsy turvy career, but his superb 
technique should bear him through. 
Then there is Jadeja, the stylish bat at 
number six. His youthful presence, 
against the backdrop of his successes 
in the World Cup should indeed stand 
the whole team in good stead. 

And of course, Mohammed 
Azharuddin, the sheet anchor of the 
side. Tom between his professional 
life and {lersonal problems, including 
his married life, he indeed has been 
going through a tough time. The worst 


Anil Kumbla ones again hat lofty ttandanis to 
maintain in England 

problem is everyone seems to have an 
opinion about his marital crisis. In the 
West it has obviously been interpreted 
as a clash of time and culture, between 
tradition and love. But his main 
distress stems from his slight loss of 
form and error of judgement, that 
made him such a villain in Calcutta 
during the World Cup. 

But the truth is Azharuddin need 
not worry, simply because, as I said, 
England is not without troubles of 
their own. Mike Atherton would be in 
the same predicament as his Indian 
counterpart if he forgot his troubles so 
soon and began nurturing false hopes 
about his side's potential, just because 
the biting north-easterly wind was 
"the Indians' idea of purgatory." 
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Ready for this? 
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TEN NIS TALK 


Sense And 
Sensibility 



That is Steffi Grafs 
newly formed game 
plan as she prepares to 
launch another assault 
on Seles and Co. 
at the French Open 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


HERE is a new theory that 
tennis pundits are floating in 
and around tennis circles 
these days now that the 
European season is ready to move into 
top gear :Stcffi Graf must lose. Not 
because she is playing badly, or 
because she has hit another 
speed-breaker in her personal life, but 
simply because it would help bring 
about some sort of normalcy to the 
women's tour. Graf must lose on 
principle. The planets can then align 
in their proper trajectory. 

This has become a strange sort of 
necessity. Almost as urgent as getting 
up to wash your face in the morning. 
But then just as ironically, on the flip 
side of Graf losing, is another 
undeniable reality;Sieffi Graf cannot 
be stopped. The elements that 
contribute towards the making of that 
strange phenomenon called fate have 
tried their damndest but failed. They 
conspired to put her through the most 
intense form of hell on earth (if there 
is one); threw her father into the 
slammer, subjeaed her through the 
most complicated and painful of back 

Thare is only ono rule on the women's 
touritha dominance of Steffi Graf 





















injuries and surgeries, they even 
brought back Monica Seles, but she 
ran them down cross court and sent 
them back down the line like she does 
to so many irretreivable shots. In a 
women's tour that is so consumed by 
premature inductions, burnouts, and 
subsequent comebacks, the 
dominance of Graf has been the only 
steady rule. She has gone beyond the 
occasional profile and the 
news-worthy feature that is written to 
disect her tennis playing capabilities. 
You don't analyse someone who has 
won 18 grand slams. You pay 
ubesiance. 

Which is probably why the only 
thing left to write about Graf is the 
happenings in her private life. And 
that too, in some strange 
extra-terrestrial sort of way, has 
contributed to making her so 
invincible on the women's lour. She 
mauls every ball as though it has the 
caricature of a German tax official 
engraved on it. She is trying to 
exorcise her own private demons on 
the tennis courts and by all accounts is 
doing it quite successfully. 

True.there were some initial 
teething problems, when the troubles 
first came to light during the French 
Open last year, but she walked away 
with her fourth title. They started 
doing their rounds in London's 
cocktail circuit soon after the French, 
but Graf paid no heed and went on to 
win her sixth title at the All England 
Club. Things got out ol hand during 
the US Open, by whith time Peter 
Graf was already in prison and Monica 
Seles out of her own self-imposed 
exile. True to form, Seles met Graf in a 
pulsating final, but the latter's 
character prevailed in three tight sets. 
It was Grat's lourth US Open title. 
Tragically, the image that one filed 
away was not of Graf smiling 
triumphantly but of her running 
away midway into ttie press 
conference, sobbing inconsolably. 

Time goes by. No time to cry. Graf 
gave the 1996 Australian Open a miss 
and started putting her life in order. It 
was true that Peter Graf still remains 

Today Graf turns to tann it to that tha can put 
har problams bohind bar 





in jail. But his daughter has put her 
problems in perspective and is in her 
own words playing and enjoying the 
best tennis of her life. As she was 
quoted after winning her second 
straight tournament viaory at the 
Lipton Championships in Key 
Biscayne.Florida. "1 appreciate tennis 
more than any other time now. I feel a 
lot looser because I’m here. Nothing 
else touches me right now—no phone 
calls, no faxes. 1 really appreciate these 
past few weeks because I know how it 
was at home." 

These feelings were only the result 
of the stria mental regimen that Graf 
had subjeaed herself to during the 
end of last year. After the WTA Tour 
Championships in New York, she 
went back home to Germany in 
December in order to try and sort out 
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her financial problems. She got down 
to the root of the problemmamely one 
Mr. Ion Tiriac, who after a 
professional scrap with Peter Graf 
over his daughter's appearance fee for 
a tournament that Tiriac runs in 
Essen, Germany,leaked vital 
information to the German tax 
authorities. It was this tip-off that 
prompted the authorities to probe 
into Graf's finances. 

Things have since changed between 
Graf and Tiriac. Though still a client of 
Advantage International, tennis' first 
lady is considering a change and could 
now end up being managed by Tiriac. 
A rather tragi-comic situation? True, 
but if the Devil is giving you hell,you 
might as well team up with him. "I 
was lucky to have my father to keep 
me away from all that, honestly," she 


Filiad with a naw-found couraga, Graf doaa 
not mind goino to Gannany to feco tho 
invoatigating aiithoritioa 

said. She didn't reckon on the fact that 
the more she tried to sort out her 
problems.thc more depressed and 
confused she became. "I tried too 
hard," she reminisced. "I was hoping 
that the more energy I put into it,the 
better things will become. But then 
you realisent doesn't change 
anything. At the end of my stay in 
Germany I couldn't sleep anymore, I 
was worn down so badly." 

She finally realised that there was 
only one friend: tennis. There was also 
one other thing to do, get out of 
Germany and into the sun-drenched 
courts of her home in Boca 
Raton,Florida. ‘If you have to deal 
with these things, " she offered, "you 




TENNIS TALK 



Graf cant fioura out half har orahlana, but 
then aha ian t aupiwsoil la. Sno wat bora to 
ploy tonnia...panM 

realise what a great life you have on 
the Tour. You know how great it is just 
to focus on tennis. That's something 
I've not treasured as much as I do 
now." 

By trying to keep in touch with 
reality, Graf also indulged in some 
involuntary social service. She could 
be responsible for bringing back 
Jennifer Capriati to the Tour. Graf 
invited the teenage 
star-iurned-delinquent-turned 
re-born tennis aspirant, to her home 
for a barbecue. She even put in a few 
hours of praaice with her and then in 
her own inimitable and sweet manner 
asked her if she considered making a 
comeback. "She's so young," Graf 
offered. "She's a little bit naive...like I 
see in me a little bit. And I know she is 
capable of great things. Tennis will 
help her. Tennis teaches you so much. 
It does prepare you in life." 

For Steffi Graf, these words could 
well turn out to be prophetic. She is 
considering a return to her 
country,where the tax investigations 
are on in full swing. Whether or not 
Graf is going to be a principal part of it 
is anybody's guess. Irrespective, as 
Graf says, "I'm not afraid to go back. 
After having had a great couple of 
weeks away, I have the right attitude 
to approach it now." 

Peter Graf's iliustrous daughter has 
Utile or no hope of her father being 
released from prison. "No. It doesn't 
look like it," she offered. She has been 
to visit her father a couple of times but 
only in the presence of armed guards. 
In those rare moments of privacy, Graf 
does sit down to put her problems in 
perspective, but she still cannot figure 
out whom to blame for her father's 
and her family's misfortunes. There is 
no time. No use. 

"I can't judge it," she reasoned. "I 
don't want to judge it, because it is too 
difficult." But then Steffi Graf was not 
conditioned to sort out these things in 
her life. She had trained herself for 
other things; like being the 
winningest women's tennis player of 
all time. There is a lot of happiness in 
that. # 
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Just Do If! 


Corporate sponsorship of the Indian athletics 
contingent to Atlanta will ensure that the 
Indian athletes will represent their country 
with a certain degree of pride and commitment 
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y, NDIAN athletics is taking a turn 
% around the corner. A turn for the 


s 


better, if one were to hazard an 


opinion. There's more: this could 
be perhaps for the first time in the 
history of India's participation in the 
Olympics that the Indian contingent is 
faced with the rather pleasant 
problem of plenty. The reason for that 
is attributed to economics. 

Corporate houses in the country 
have recognised the benefits-and 











Tin Indian Olympic squad's newly designed 
athletic gear. Thnn are pmtotypas and will 
be subjected to further tests for constam 
improvement 

necessity- to tie up with athletic 
bodies so that the spoilsmen 
practising those various disciplines 
may perform better and the sponsors, 
in turn, get more mileage. The help in 
most cases is purely financial, but that, 
in most cases, is the most important 
contribution. For time immemorial 
the Indian sportsmen have been 
complaining about the lack of funds, 
equipment and proper kits; necessities 
that they say contribute towards their 
poor performances in international 
competition (talent is a separate 
criteria altogether). A small but 
important step has been taken in that 
direction so that the problem may 
have a suitable remedy. 

Take three names: the lOA, 

Citibank and Nike. It all started when 
some high jiowered corporate brain 
cells started checking out of the minds 
of some banking executives in the 
inner sanctum of Citibank's high level 
think tank. "The Olympic 
Movement,” they reasoned, "would 
l>e the ideal platlorm from which 


Citibank could voice their 
commitment to Indian sport. After all, 
the Olympics is the very definition of 
true sport." 

How to put this idea into action? 
Citibank's main idea was to contribute 
financially to the Indian Olympic 
programme right down to the Atlanta 
Olympics in return for which the 
Indian Olympic Association would 
grant them the title of being the 
'Official Partner' of the Indian 
Olympic Team. Citibank went about 
its task of organising funds for the 
Indian Olympic contingent to Atlanta 
by launching a "Deposit and 
Contribute" program that involves 
both domestic and NRI banking 
customers in the Indian Olympic 
effort. 

Citibank's principal effort is to 
gather funds for the Indian Olympic 
contingent that is to go to Atlanta for 
the Summer Olympics and this they 
are doing through a financial related 
of schemes. Apart from the monetary 
angle, they have also teamed up with 
the lOA and Nike the world famous 
sports goods manufacturers to create a 
brand new team uniform and athletic 
kit for the Indian Olyi.ipic contingent. 


The sports kit for the athletes consists 
of a large kitbag, track suit, T-shirts, 
caps and the world's best cross 
training shoes incorporating the 
world famous Nike 'Air' technology. 
The official colours of the kit consist of 
the three colours in the Indian flag; 
the design is upto date in a graphic sort 
of way but manages to highlight the 
uniform visually, thus emphasising 
on the pride and honour of 
representing the country. It is also the 
symbol of a new and dynamic India. 

The fact that Nike was chosen as the 
clothiers of the Olympic team is not 
without justification. It is the world's 
largest sports and fitness company 
with their total revenues for the last 
twelve months standing at over $5.6 
billion. Today the company can 
proudly boast of some of the most 
famous names in the history of sport 
that help endorse the Nike logo. 
Personalities like Andre Agassi in 
tennis, Michael Jordan in basketball 
and Sergei Bubka in athletics are a 
case in point. Mavericks like Agassi 
arc paid well in excess of $100 million. 

The official logo ol the Inilioii Olympic squad 
raprasants a new found dynamism Mist is so 
provalont in India today 



This is a far cry Irom the days when 
Nike Owner, Phil Knight first signed 
up flic Nastase tn endorse the Nike 
tennis shoe. Off late, the company is 
also trying to become environment 
friendly by using these techniques in 
its manufacturing prrjgrarn. In this, 
they are trying to implement to the 
maximum extent possible the use of 
the three 'R's' namely: reduce, reuse 
and recycle. The sports kit that has 
been manufactured by Nike for the 
Indian contingent is for all purposes a 
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prototype. They will be subjetied to 
further tests and improvements so as 
to make sure that they will be on par 
with international standards. 

And St) 'Just Do It' seems to be the 
professional brief of all three parties 
who are involved in giving Indian 
athletics that much needed face lift. 
No, they are not expecting any medals 
from the athletes, nor any world 
records. But what they are trying to do 
is make sure that the Indian 


Some of tto Atlanta bound athlotaa from 
India poaa in front of ttio doaignor athlatic 
gaar unvailad at tba praai confaranca 

sportsman represents his country 
with a certain element of pride and 
passion. They have also promised to 
keep up with their commitment of 
helping these athletes realise their 
goal in some way or the other. 

In short, for the sponsors, there is 
no finish line. 

Robin Chatterjee 











SPOT LIGHT 


Khilari Or Anari ? 


Sourav Ganguly's inclusion in the Indian 
cricket team touring England has raised many 
eyebrows. The onus is now on him to justify his 
selection 



J AISAKH'isan 

* 1 3 auspicious month for 

1 Bengalees ^ho 

exchange greetings and 
gifts. Baisakh is also supposed to be 
the month of good cheer and good 
luck. The latter will without doubt be 
the most precious gift that Bengal 
cricketer, Sourav Ganguly could have 
wanted when he got included into the 
Indian cricket team which is currently 
on tour in England. His family is 
delirious, so are the young cricketers 
of Bengal. But to the overconfident 
and underachieving Sourav it "was 
not at all unexpeaed even though it 
took time" 

If there is any one player who 
manages to hog the headlines in the 
lacklustre scenario of Bengal cricket, it 
is Sourav Ganguly. The youngest son 
of the equally well known Chandi 
Ganguly, is known for his juvenile 
high-handedness and arrogance. 
However, a small concession must be 
made by saying that he cannot really 
be blamed; after all, he has been 
brought up like a 'Maharaj' (as he is 
called) by his family and the Cricket 
Association of Bengal (CAB) treats 
him like the most indispensible and 
talented player in the state. Stillthere 
is no denying the fact that as far as 
cricketing talent is concerned,Sourav 
Ganguly dues possess some of it, and 
there have been times when our 
protagonist has more than helped the 
cause of Bengal cricket. 

Sourav's maiden appearance in 
Ranji Trophy was in the realms of the 
ordinary; 22 runs on debut, though he 
did manage to catch the eye of the 
seleaors. Further notice of his much 
talked about potential was served 
when he compiled a painstaking 121 
against West Zone in that same 
domestic season. It is alleged that 
Ganguly found a berth in the national 
squad to Australia in 1992 on the basis 
of that knock alone. But there are 

Sourav Ganguly will ham to put in his brat if In 
intonte to stay In Iho Indian tooffl 
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constant lessons to be learnt when 
you are a part of the Indian team. 
Ciangiily was just a part of the 
squad...period. More like a spare tyre 
in a car, needed only when 
necessary and nothing more. Life was 
not that simple. 

The real hardship for Sourav 
Ganguly began soon after. He may 
have had a fantastic domestic 
performance but his introduction to 
the international circuit was not at all 
Iruitlul, to say the least. But then, to 
he fair, lie was not given tnuch 
opportunity to prove himsell either. 

Formei Indian captain, Sunil 
Gavaskar did not hesitate to criticise 
the team management then saying, 
■'No one tan really afford to carry 
passengers in the Indian team, 
everyone should be given a proper 
chance to prove their mettle'. Sourav 

iiirw '.oHtAh 
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played,but the only international 
match in which he played against the 
Australians seemed to be 'jinxed' for 
the Bengal lad. 

Today, life has tome full circle for 
the Bengal lad. It has taken four long 
years lor him to wash away the bad 
memories and indignities that he 
laced titiring his first tour, but 
Ganguly has managed to cleanse 
himsell. He is experiencing a new kind 
of restlessness and that is only because 
he knows he is very close to making 
his dreams come true. 

What is the secret behind Sourav 
Ganguly's revival.’ His peilormance at 
the domestic circuit helped him to 
gear up mentally --thus making him 
more matury— which according to 
Sourav, "is very essential in 
international cricket". In a recent 
interview, he had claimed that he'd 



become mentally stronger than ever 
before. The question then naturally 
arises: Was the Australian tour too 
early for him? Was he still not mature 
enough to take the pltinge into the 
international arena? As they say, it's 
never too earIy,or never too late. But 
as far as Sourav is concerned, he's just 
not planning to look back at the past. 

Ganguly graduated into cricket not 
just as a batsman but as an allrounder. 
At least his jierlorinance graph is a 
case in point. He has bowled and 
taken wickets periodically in domestic 
cricket. His batting, however, is the 
one laect in his cricketing armoury 
that gets him the accolades. It wasn't 
surprising therelore, that his name 
cropped tip in every selection 
meeting, but strangely enough, he 
never managed to make that 
all-important breakthrough. And 
when he liiially did graduate, Sourav 
claimed that it was as a leplatemeni 
for Manoj Prahhakar rather than 
Vinod Kambli. He agrees with the fact 
that "Prabhakar's retirement and his 
ituiiision was not just a coincidence." 

As he substantiated, "Marioj's 
sudden retiiemeiit has helped me gel 
an all-roundeissloi." it maybe 
iiileresimg to note heie dial 
Prabhakai evas one of ifie seniors who 
criticised Ganguly soundl> during and 
after the Aiisitalian loui. It is 
therelore nomcal to note that it was 
Prabhakar who unwittingly pavc-d the 
way lor the Bengal plavei 's mciusion 
into the Indian sc|uad. Sourav leels 
that he is more comfortable with the 
present team and promises not to give 
his teammates any c liance lor 
criticism. In fact, his rapfiort with the 
jiresent Indian team improved with 
his game. According to him, the India 
A team lormula really worked for the 
promising cricketers, " it bridged the 
gap between the doriic’stic anef. 
international players." 

With Ganguly's inclusion everyone 
in the city's cricketing Iralernity is 
more :han ha|ipy. This was evident by 
the fact that everybody worth his 
standing st*emed to be giving him last 
minute suggestions and advice prior 
to Ills departure. Whether he will pay 

Sourav with his parents 




SPOT LIGHT 


UTPAI SORKAH 



iinV Itced to i lii’iii is anvliody's niifss. 
Anti them was t-xciifiiifiit will lar>>f 
on fvfr\ incmbfi o( ilu- lamily who 
Inisicd ihfinsfivi's in pat'kinj; liis 
ln};.i;at;f. Let's hope llie sweet 
ainuisphere at (tome does not net loiil 
d Hennal s son doesn't lind a place m 
the hfsi eleven in Lnniand at the lime 
o! gomn to piess. 

It would he had judnement to say 
that Gannidy'*' mduclion into tlie 
Indian si|uad has not raised eyeltrows 
already. Some in trickelmncirtlesare 
ol the opinion that the Bengal lad was 
'prelerred' in plate ol Vinotl Kanihli 
since both are Icit-handers. But 
Kambli's well-wishers cannt)i 
toniprehend why and httvv the 
talented Bombayite was t asi aside in 
order to give the Ganguly a berth in 
the national squad,even ihtnigh 
Kambli has a lot more internatitinal 
experience. Using these events as an 
indicatitm,there is no doubt that the 
pressure is tin Suurav to perform well 
on iinglish soil if he wishes to keep his 
place in the Indian stitiad. 

Even Kapil Dev was highly critical 
about the 'qutita system' which is the 


The Bengal cricketer 

seen here with the Indian captain Mohd. 

Azharuddin prior to the tour Down Under in 1992 

most talked about subjett these days. 
Although the world record holdei tiitl 
not menlitin any names, he suggested 
that the quota system should be 
abolished and players should be 
picked actording to their merti. Dties 
it Iherelore intiicate that Ganguly's 
inclusion in the squad is the lesuli til 
htirse-trading lather than merit? 

There is no reason why that linger 
should be pointed towards Soiirav. 
Altei all, he is not the only 
inexperienced player on the current 
tour. II we ate to make comparisons 
with the other newcomers, then 
Sourav doesn't have a record like 
Sunil Joshi who scored SOD tuns and 
taken SO wickets in a domestic season. 
At the same lime, Ganguly's 
performance grajih does not show 
anyil ing extraordinaiy but it 
deliniiely shows ihai he has been 
ctinsisteni all these years. 

Still, tradition dictates that there 
should be a couple of extraordinary 


perlormances in the domestic level in 
order to impress the selectors lor an 
India cap National selector Sambaran 
Banerjee simply refuses to comment 
anything about Sourav. He puts the 
topic to rest by saying, "The Indian 
bla/er has been given to those who are 
capable of making proper use of it." 
However Soutav makes it more 
ample; "1 leel my overall performance 
impressed the selectors. 1 perlormed 
both in my balling and bowling." 

Erom the day his name has been 
annouiued Sourav'sperlormance is 
never highlighted. A common word 
consistent' is dubbed everywhere. So 
the fact still remains a mystery. 

Soutav Ganguly seems to be least 
bothered about the intricate 
procedures ol team selection. He is 
enjoying every bit of being part ol the 
Indian squad. At present it will be 
exciting to watch a more uiature 
Sourav Ganguly, not the one tvho 
played 'dumb' against the Australians, 
but the re-born all-rounder who is 
dying to play against international 
cricket's favourite whipping 
boys...England • 
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ANALYSIS 


ALL-ROUND 

PERFORMANCE! 


Right from the time 
India started playing 
Test cricket we have 
produced all-rounders 
of note through 
the ages. Some of the 
more illustrious names 
that come to mind are 
VinooMankad, Chandu 
Borde, Abid AH, Kapil 
Dev and Manoj 
Prabhakar. An update 
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kar has plated versatility at a pre- 
miuin. Aashish Kapoor is yet lo esta¬ 
blish hiniselt. and never was the pauci¬ 
ty of all-round talent in such stark evi¬ 
dence as now. 

Whatever else you inij;ht say about 
Indian cricket, there was hardly ever a 
lack of all-rounders. Right since that 
first Test at Lord's in 1 ‘)32, there were 
invariably two or three'—soinetinies, 
even four—all-rounders in the side. It 
is hard to think of a single Test match 

Kapil Dav waa the quintasaantial all-roundar 
aad ona of tha beat in the annals of the game. 
Ha ended up bacaming tha highest 
wicket-taker in Test cricket 
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when India had none. That gave 
depth to the batting and provided 
variety in the attack. 

The legendary hitter C. K. Nayudu 
who was the first captain, was a fine 
all-rounder. He began with the 
wickets of skipper Jardine and Eddie 
Paynter, and then top-scored with 40 
in the first innings. Test cricket, 
however, came too late in his career 
for him to make a big impact. Moham¬ 


mad Nissar's new ball partner Amar 
Singh was no mean batsman either. 
They were joined by the inimitable 
Lala Amamath in 1933-34. Lala scor¬ 
ed a hundred on debut, which was 
India’s first ton in Test cricket. 

Immediately after the War, Vinoo 
Mankad, one of India's greatest all¬ 

Mohinder Amaniath, who ttartad u a 
promiainB madium-pacer, maturad into a 
claaay batsman 

ALOKF MITRA 



rounders made his appearance. He 
became the first Indian to complete 
the Test double of 1000 runs and 100 
wickets. It was also the fastest-ever 
double—in 25 Tests—till Ian Botham 
bettered it by achieving the feat in 21 
Tests. Mankad made Ltrrd's his own In 
1952 with a stupendous all-round per¬ 
formance. He could bat in any posi¬ 
tion and set up the world record open¬ 
ing partnership off 413 runs with Pan- 
kaj Roy against New Zealand in 
1955-56. Mankad was one of India's 
best left-arm spinners and finished 
with 162 wickets, in addition to 2109 
runs in 44 Tests. 

Dattu Phadke stepped into the 
scene soon after. He made a remarka¬ 
ble debut against Bradman's Australi¬ 
ans at Sydney in 1947-48, top-scoring 
with 51 and capturing three for 14 as 
the hosts collapsed to 107 all out in a 
rain-marred match. He was the long- 
sought-aiter opening bowler, but it 
was his batting that was a revelation at 
the highest level. Pliadke performed 
brilliantly at times in his 31 -Test car¬ 
eer hut ultimately it was felt that he 
did not live u|) to his true potential. 

Often G. S. Ramchand shared the 
new ball with Phadke. He too display¬ 
ed considerable prowess with the bat 
as well. With Mankad ageing, the thrif¬ 
ty left-arm spinner Bapu Nadkarni 
was leady to make his mark. He might 
have been known lor his nagging accu - 
racy, but he came close to emulating 
Mankad's feat of a Test 'double', lall- 
iiig short by 12 wickets. 

Chandu Borde started off as a genui¬ 
ne all-rounder. A batting stalwart, he 
came within four runs of settring a cen¬ 
tury in each innings of a Test against a 
West Indies attack containing Gil¬ 
christ, Hall and Sobers at New Delhi in 
1958-59. He was a competent leg spin¬ 
ner too until a shoulder injury spelt 
the end of his stint with the ball. 

The advent of the Sixties brought in 
their wake a couple of exciting all- 
rounders. The first of these was the 
left-handed Russi Surti. Often known 
as the 'poor man's Sobers', he was a 
versatile cricketer. A medium-pacer 
who could also spin the ball, his useful¬ 
ness with the bat was underlined on 
many occasions when India found 
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Salim Durrani was a wayward ganius, who 
was known for bitting sixes on public demand 


themselves in trouble. He was, in addi¬ 
tion, a brilliant fielder. The other was 
the wayward genius, Salim Durrani, 
also a left-hander. One of the game's 
romantics, he was the darling of the 





crowds. Fabled as a blaster of sixes on 
demand, big-hitting was his forte. He 
could also produce brilliant spells with 
his left-arm spin, evidence of which 
was the wickets of Sobers and Lloyd at 
Pttrt of Spain in 1971 that set India on 
the road to victory. But he was a tem¬ 
peramental character and it is a pity 
that he played a mere 29 Tests in 12 
seasons. 

India lound a new all-rounder 
Down Under in 1967-68. Abid Ali 
made an immediate impact at the 
beginning of the scries. He served the 
country well as opening bowler, hard¬ 
hitting batsman and superb fielder. He 
became a vital pan of Ajit Wadekar’s 
winning team. He was joined two 
years later by Eknath Solkar who, 
though originally a left-arm spinner, 
assumed the role of Abid's new-ball 
partner in the absence of other medi¬ 
um pacers of note. Amazingly, he 
became the nemesis ol tfie stodgy Geo¬ 
ff Boycott. Solkar was one ol the finest 
close-in catchers ever and a batsman 
for a crisis. 

Although Mohinder Amarnaih 



Tests Runs 

HS 

Ave 

WktsBest 

Ave 

Ct 

1. C.K. Nayudu 

7 

350 

81 

25.00 

9 3/40 

42.88 

4 

2. L.Amar Singh 

7 

292 

51 

22.46 

28 7/86 

30.64 

3 

3. L.Amarnath 

24 

878 

118 

24.38 

45 5/96 

32.91 

13 

4. M.H.Mankad 

44 

2109 

231 

31.47 

162 8/52 

32.32 

33 

5. D.G.Phadkar 

31 

1229 

123 

32.34 

62 7/159 

36.85 

21 

6. P.R.Umrigar 

59 

3631 

223 

42.22 

35 6/74 

42.08 

33 

7. G.S.Ramchand 

33 

1180 

109 

24.58 

41 6/49 

46.31 

20 

8. R.G. Nadkarni 

41 

1414 

122ih 

25.70 

88 6/43 

29.07 

22 

9. C.G.Borde 

55 

3061 

177* 

35.59 

52 5/88 

46.48 

37 

10. R.F.Surti 

26 

1263 

99 

28.70 

42 5/74 

46.71 

26 

11. S.A.Durrani 

29 

1202 

104 

25.04 

75 6/73 

35.42 

14 

12. S.Abid Ali 

29 

1018 

81 

20.36 

47 6/55 

42.12 

32 

13. E.O.Soikar 

27 

1068 

102 

25.42 

18 3/28 

59.44 

53 

14. M.Amarnath 

69 

4377 

138 

42.49 

32 4/63 

55.68 

47 

19. M a dan Lai 

39 

1042 

74 

22.65 

71 5/23 

40.08 

15 

16. K.D.Ghavri 

39 

913 

86 

21.23 

109 5/33 

33.54 

16 

17. Kapil Dev 

131 

5248 

163 

31.05 

434 9/83 

29.64 

64 

It. R.M;BinnY 

27 

830 

831lr 

23.05 

47 6/56 

32.63 

11 

19. R.J.Shastrl 

80 

3830 

206 

35.79 

ISI 5/75 

40.96 

36 

2Q.M.Prabh8kar 

39 

1600 

120 

32.65 

96 6/132 

37.30 

20 
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Ravi Shaairi: ba was abort on outttandlng 
talont but vary poaitivo inbiaattituda 

made his Test debut as a promising 
medium-pacer in 1969-70, he reap¬ 
peared six years later and matured 
into a classy batsman. His and Solkar's 
meagre tally of wickets, however, bar¬ 
ely justify their status as all-rounders. 
As the old guard made way for the 
new, Madan Lai and Karsan Ghavri 
assumed their role as opening bowlers 
while making useful contributions 
with the bat in the lower order. Ghavri 
failed by a mere 87 runs to complete 
his Test double. 

Then as India resumed cricketing 
relations with Pakistan in 1978, a fast- 
medium bowler of pedigree made his 
debut. He was toalso turn intoa scintil¬ 
lating striker of the ball. This young 
star was Kapil Dev, the quintessential 
all-rounder and one of the best in the 
annals of the game. He led India to an 
unimagined World Cup title in 1983, 
upstaged the giants by breaking the 
record for the highest numlier ol 
wickets in Test cricket and ended up 
with over 5000 runs. He was indeed a 
rare gem. 

The next series against Pakistan at 
home brought Roger Binny to the 
fore, and soon thereafter. Ravi Shastri 
was rushed to New Zealand as an 
emergency replacement. Short of out¬ 
standing talent but very positive in 
attitude, Shastri became only the tliiid 
Indian all-rounder to cotnplete a Test 
doubleaftcr those greats—^VinooMan- 
kad and Kapil Dev. 

Finally. Manoj Prabhakar made his 
maiden appearance on his home turl 
at the Fero/eshah Kotia against David 
Gower’s tnglishmen in 1984-85. He 
became a regular fixture in the team 
from 1989 onwards, attd his fighting 
qualities took him to within lour 
wickets ol a Test double. His sudden 
exit has left a void dilficult to fill. 

Tendulkar and ladeja are essential¬ 
ly batsman who can bowl a bit, much 
like Harare and Umrigar in a ddlerent 
era. Fora team struggling to assert 
itself in international cricket, the abs¬ 
ence of a real all-rounder is a major 
handicap. There seems nothing in 
reserve either, and the only thing one 
can do is to keep the fingers crossed • 
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iVow i« f/ie midst of 
a controversy with his 
players. New Zealand's 
charismatic cricket 
coach GLENN 
TURNER talks on a 
variety of topics 

Shrewd, smart and scholarly, Glenn 
Maitland Turner is an interviewer’s 
delight. The former New Zealand 
captain has a profound knowledge of 
the game—and its finer points. This 
impressive personality also has 
several interesting and 
thought-provoking views on the 
game, which he played so successfully 
for more than two decades. As the 
present coach of the New Zealand 
cricket team, this solid run-grafter, 
has the distinaive credential of being 
a top-notch commentator as well. The 
following are the excerpts from the 
interview; 

What have you to say about the 
international umpires' panel 
working under the auspices of the 
International Cricket Council 
(ICC)? 

It's good that it is there. But 1 think the 
one-day internationals should also be 
umpired by the so-called neutral 
umpires. Of course, I know many 
umpires don't like the term neutral; 
also, I don't believe in just a small 
panel supervising all the Test matches 
throughout the world because that 

HEAD 

TURNER 


Tumar with his Sikh wife Siikhimler 

would take a political slant. I believe 
each country still has at least four or 
five umpires of international 
standard. I think it is justifiable that 
they are included in this panel so that 
the ICC can keep the interest alive 
within each country. The main 
concern that the public and the 
players have is the likely bias of 






umpires. As for the one-dayers. they 
are just as important as Test matches 
these days and therefore efficient 
people should be umpiring the 
one-dayers as well. 

What do you think is the 
current state of Test matches the 
world over 7 

The way the Test matches are being 
played these days, I think we have to 
re-look at whether to put a further 
restriction on time as well as some 
limitations of overs. I don't have all 
the answers to all this but then I feel 
that too much time is being wasted. 

Do you mean to say that Test 
matches are in jeopardy 7 

Well, I mean there is a risk of losing 
Test matches altogether, if we don't do 
something about the way they are 
being played. The changing attitude of 
the players and also the rules that 
apply to that form of cricket. I think 
we have to improve on it, otherwise it 
will lose all its charm and 
limited-overs matches will take 
centrestage. To be precise. Tests have 
lost out to the one-dayers. 

What about the one-dayers 7 
Aren't they becoming rather 
monotonous and predictable 7 

I think we have to look at other forms 
of limited-overs cricket. Aren't 50 
overs loo many ? Can we have 
another revised version which may 
mean two games in a one-day ? It's 
two lots of 25-overs a side or 
whatever. But, at all limes, we have to 
look at the game in the interest of the 
public. Otherwise, we would just be 
playing to the empty galleries or, 
worse still, it may become merely a 
television game for those who just 
aren't prepared to sweat it out 
outdoors. 1 am of the opinion that 
cricket is an extension of society and 
we have to take note of that. Rather 
than saying that society needs to 
change to appreciate the game, it 
needs to work the other way. It needs 
to come from the people who want to 
entertain. 

Don't you think too many 
one-day internationals are being 



played all over the world, save in 
England 7 

No. 1 don't think so. 'This is what the 
public wants to see. So who are we to 
insist that they watch the five-day 
matches? 

Is it true that too much money is 
responsible for the 
unsportsmanship conduct in the 
game of cricket. 



As a msnsgsr, Tiwmr does not sneowags the 
use d the word supeistsr in bis teem 

1 don't exactly subscribe to that 
statement. I subscribe to the fact that 
our society is fast changing. You oniy 
need to look into sodety to see that 
the attitude, behaviour and the values 
are changing and therefore the 
demeanour of the players on the field 
is a reflection of society from which 
they come from. I don't believe it has 
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got anything to do with money at ail. 

What about sledging ? Isn't It a 
slur on the so-called gentlemen's 
game? 

Now that wc have the Match 
Referees, it is ior them to try and curb 
that practice. I've never believed that 
there is any place for sledging, when 
you are on a cricket field; it is similar to 
going to the office to perform your 
duty. Whether you are in the office or 
on the sports field, you don't expect to 
l>c abused by those around you. And 
with the cameras getting very close 
now. you can even lip-read the 
players. 

2B 


In fact, I don't think many parents 
want to sec four-letter words on their 
television screens for their kids to pick 
up. I don't think many elderly people 
actually enjoy bad language either. So 
there is an attempt to try and reduce 
the incidents of sledging. I don't 
believe in gamesmanship either. 
When an individual displays that, he 
is actually revealing his true 
personality. 

But that brings me to another 
thought. 1 don't believe there should 
be a need for Match Referees. If they 
were to train the umpires about how 
to implement the hard-and-fast set of 
rules and penalties for the various 


Tunmr latmi to In a ralwml mu at honw 


misdemeanours. This should be dealt 
with by the umpires on the field itself. 
It is only a matter of time before we 
will be having the yellow cards and 
red cards. If a player behaves badly on 
the field, it should be dealt with then 
and there. 

You must be quite happy with the 
revival of leg-spin bowling 
because of the exploits of Shane 
Wame, Anil Kumble and 
Mushtaq Ahmed, to name only 
three. Are you ? 

Oh, yes. For me, there is nothing more 
predictable and boring than to watch 
an attack which has a sameness about 
it. Variety is important, not only for 
the game but for the spectators as well. 
With more and more lop quality 
spinners, I think we can play the game 
better. 1 am really glad there arc some 
very good leg-spinners playing 
international cricket at present. Wrist 
spinners are able to spin the ball more 
from the pitch. They are seldom able 
to control it perhaps as much as finger 
spinners. So you can see runs being 
made and wickets being taken. Hence 
the likes of Warne are welcome in the 
game. 

Is there any scope for Warne to 
still improve his bowling? 

Oh, of course! Absolutely. I think he 
has been working on his googly in 
particular. Although he has got his 
flipper and variations and pace, I am 
sure he would be the first to admit that 
he can improve further. Roth top 
quality batsmen as well as top quality 
bowlers never reach perfertion 
although they may appear to be very 
near to it. They can only strive for it. 

Can a good batsman survive in 
this competitive world if one 
lacks mental toughness ? 

No, he won't. You will not be 
consistently successful unless you 
have a strength of character or, as you 
put it, mental toughness. You can't 
attain consistency without mental 
toughness. Otherwise, you will only 







Tin Naw Zaaland coach is taan hara wMi 
fonnar Indian Prasidant R. Vankstaraman 
during a World Cup match in Madras 

have flashes of brilliance which are 
not long lasting. 

Who do you think is the best 
batsman in the world at the 
moment ? 

1 don't know. 1 suppose Brian Lara 
stood out for a while in that position. 
But 1 am not sure where his statu.s is at 
the moment: whether he is coping 
better psychologically with the fame 
that he has. As far as New Zealand is 
concerned, we tend to train our 
players to think in terms of the team 
first and the self second. We don't like 
to encourage the word superstar. The 
most dangerous thing that can 
happen to any individual is that he 
becomes a self-confessed superstar. 
And that means he undermines any 
humility he may have had. That's a 
destruaive thing. 


So when you question who I think 
is the best batsman, I am reiuaant to 
think of any individual. As long as 
players are judged over a longer 
period of time, it is not difficult to 
work out who are the better players. 
Particularly if you take into account 
the strike rates which 1 don't think 
was so evident in the cricket that was 
played earlier. Some batsmen 
obviously take longer time over their 
runs; so the strike rates tend to be 
pushed into the background. But I 
think they are very significant 
statistics which can help you assess 
the abilities of the players. 

You didn't exactly say who is the 
best batsman In the world at 
present. Or can you say what is 
your idea of a perfect batsman 7 
As 1 said earlier, perfeaion is just not 
possible, not only in sporting 
disciplines. In fact, I can look at players 
like Lara and Martin Crowe and a few 


others and point out their drawbacks. 
They may have fewer weaknesses 
than the lesser batsmen but they are 
not perfect. By the same token, they 
may have greater strengths than 
others. An ideal batsman, to my mind, 
is one who is equally good both on the 
back-foot and front-foot, on the 
on-side as well as the off-side; he is 
one who has the ability to technically 
deal with a variety of bowling under a 
variety of conditions. 

I prefer batsmen who have an 
extension of the arms through the line 
of the ball, under which they have a 
flow, rather than being reliant on 
wrist-movement for power. For me, 
there is an elegance in ftoise. By 
extension of the arms and poise, I 
mean the foot-movement which is 
maintained even after the shot is 
completed. For me, that is poise and 
control. So, if you like, elegance and 
aesthetic quality are what I look for 
when assessing an ideal batsman. • 
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ENCOUNTER 


BROKEN 

ARROW 

He should be in the movies, but SALIL 
ANKOLA is determined to test his fortunes by 
trying to be a part of the Indian cricket team. 
His luck, so far has determined otherwise. Or at 
least that is what he feels in this interview 
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S AUL ANKOLA started his 

first class cricket career with a 
bang, when he hat-tricked on 
debut. The hapiess Gujarat 
batsmen did not know what hit them, 
as the young fast bowler broke 
through their ranks claiming six 
■ wickets. Bowling with fire and gusto, 
he finished his debut season for 
Maharashtra with an impressive tally 
of 20 wickets. This was in 1988. 
Switching over to neighbouring 
Mumbai, he has continued to try and 
impress. Recently it was his 11 wicket 
haui in the Deodhar Trophy, the 
highest by a bowler that earned him a 
place in the Wills World Cup team. 
But sadly, save for the five overs he 
bowled against Lanka, his services 
were not used at all. 


KAMA! UIIKA 






In faa, it could be debated that his 1 
exclusion from the tour of England is 
slightly unjustified. Moreover, he was 
also kept out from the Singapore and 
Sharjah tours. It is indeed 
unfortunate, that talent such as his, 
which has blossomed over the years, 
has not been put to good use at all. The 
very fact that he has played one 
solitary Test match and 15 one-day 
internationals in seven long years is a 
case in point. 

Sportsworld met him recently in 
Mumbai to find out how he manages 
to keep himself motivated despite so 
many disappointments in his career. 
What follows are exceqtts from the 
interview. 

SPORTSWORLD: How do you 
take the disappointments in your 
stride and how do you keep 
yourself motivated ? 

ANKOLA; After being dropped , you 
feel bad for three or four days or 
sometimes maybe a week. But life has 
to go on. 1 have 7-8 years of cricket left 
in me, not more, not less. 1 have 
reached a certain point in my career 
where 1 do not want to just keep 
playing first class cricket. My aim is to 
play for India and perform well t)n the 
international stage. I would like to do 
something for my country given the 
chance. This is what gives me the 
motivation to go on playing. 1 hope it 
does not reach a certain point where 
you keep doing your best and nothing 
happens. I hope my career docs not 
reach a stagnation point where I do 
not feel like playing anymore. 

What are your basic aspirations at 
this point in time 7 

I just want to come back quickly into 
the Indian team. Given a chance I 
would love to play at least five Test 
matches without a break, where I 
could prove myself. If you want to 
prove a point in cricket, it is in the Test 
matches that you can do so. In Test 
cricket I know I will be able to prove 
people wrong about my abilities. I 
know that I am at my peak now and 
therefore want to quickly make a 

Many axpeita faal that Ankola has not baan 
Oivan tha aRpoaura that ha daaaraas 


comeback. If time ts wasted it becomes 
more and more difficult. 

From a young tearaway bowler 
you have today graduated into a 
very crafty bowler. How did this 
transformation take place ? 

In my initial years, 1 loved to bowl 
quick. This speed bowling got me a lot 
of wickets also. But at the 
international level only speed does 
not help. For one thing, batsmen have 


a hit ol good protective gear. You need 
to be express quick or ultra quick like 
Marshall, Waqar or Allan Donald to be 
able to make a dent. At this level you 
also begin to think about the game a 
lot more and develttp. 

The three month workshop with 
Frank Tyson in 1992 was the turning 
point in my career. My whole attitude 
to bowling changed. At this workshop 
I developed a lot of variety. Today, in 
addition to my stock outswinger, I 
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Salil Ankola (left) with Vinod Kambli. 
They are still trying to figure out why they 
were dropped 

iiavc the incoming delivery, ihe 
slower one and the incoming bouncer 
in rny repertoire. 1 do not like to bowl a 
straight bouncer. The ball which 
moves is more difficult to play. 
Currently 1 am also working very, 
very hard on rny yorker. The best part 
is that I am bowling quicker than ever 
before. 

What were the salient features of 
the Frank Tyson Camp ? 

Frank Tyson refrained from correcting 
our natural style. He concentrated on 
polishing the edges. Besides training 
in the morning and afternoon 
everyday, we were taught lessons in 
selfs-motivation, concentration. 


handling pressure etc. We were 
taught how to overcome the crucial 
psychological war with a batsman, 
after he has hit you tor three 
consecutive boundaries. It was a 
pleasure working with Tyson. It is 
unfortunate that the three month 
workshop was a one lime exercise. 

What is it about fast bowling that 
excites you ? 

As a kid when I used to bowl fast and 
sec the small boys running away from 
the bowling, it used to make me feel 
on top of the world. This aspect of fast 
bowling has stayed with me. Today, I 
would love to bowl on a green track 
because that is when 1 would really 
like to knock the batsman's helmets 
off! These type of wickets are of course 
very rare in India. I played on one 
such green top at Silchar in our mat.rh 


against the North Zone. The keeper 
who was standing 15 -17 yards 
behind, was collecting the ball near his 
face. I really enjoyed bowling on that 
wicket. 

Fast bowling also makes your 
adrenaline flow. One cannot say the 
same thing when you are merely 
tossing the ball in off spin or leg spin. 
In domestic cricket, most batsmen do 
not expect bouncers. So when 1 let 
some fly, some of them were literally 
caught napping last season. It feels 
good to keep the batsmen on their 
toes. I enjoy being an aggressive 
bowler. 

Did you have any role models ? 

I did not have any specific role models. 
But I always admired Hadlee and 
Lillee bowling. Mainly Dennis Lillee 
because he was the real master of fast 
bowling. For a man to overcome four 
stress fractures and still come back 
successfully in Test cricket needs a lot 
of guts. Mentally you need to be very 
tough. 

What has been your most 
memorable moment in 
international cricket ? 

It was when I got my best one- day 
figures against South Africa. We were 
playing at Mohaii in the Hero Cup. 1 
had conceded 17 runs in the first 5 
overs. I knew I had to take wickets or I 
would be out of the side. So in my next 
five overs my determination 
propelled me to take three wickets 
and I had figures of 10-3-33-3. The 
semi- final at the Eden Gardens was 
also memorable. South Africa needed 
six runs to win in the last over. 1 got a 
run out on the second ball of Sachin's 
now historical last over. These two 
matches taught me important lessons 
in handling high pressure situations. 

What are your immediate 
cricketing plans ? 

I will be shortly travelling to England 
to play in the English Club League. I 
will be playing for the 
Northumberland Eleven at New 
Castle. 1 am happy to go there as I will 
continue to be in touch with the game. 

Interviewed by Rahui Chandawarkar 
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Swill Gava^car ractiviiiB the P.C.Chaiiiira Pnraafchar in recognition for his hriltiant Ufa timo aehiavamant, whan the 
rwioWiiad €Mleot|a javMlIan P.C.Chandra Group faliehatea him at Gia Kalamaadir anditoriiim. ThriHad 1^ such a 
wondarfal 'iHG* the titta Master said that "Tva always recahrad tramendous support frem the qpofts<hwing people of 
Caloutta'*. Swprisingly, this was die same gentlaimin who hhmalf had aariiar axpressad a lava-hate relationship with 
thefdan Gardona crowd during Ms heydays. But die praise he uttarod for the Caicuttaimhad cmne at the most appropriate 
dmo whandM c^ was patio such an amharrassmant whm a section of the irate fans went harseik an the day of die Wilis 
WmU Cup ee m l f i n af (betwrwn India and SiilMka) that had to be absndonotl. The Utde Mawer bad bolmed the wound... 

OIPANKARMWftA 
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VARIETY 


IN THE NEWS 

....but out of it. A look at some sporting asides 



Usually pmple and having the dubious have tho funds to hira weak. They will bo good 

institutions contemplate on distinction of losing 39 sxparioncadplayaK.infact playais, but ifs hard to come 

excalloncatogatintothe consocutivo matches.one they had to field six 15-ysar straight from school and run 

Guiatt»88Book Of S»co^,o\A more loss, and they qualify for olds in their side. Club out onto a football pitch with 

bora's one insti^iqn vyjth a the world record. secretary Clive Robbins put some 6*7" centre half trying to 

difforanco. English football The dismal performance of things into perspective when kick you into the stands." 

club Poole Town is all M to the team can be attributed to ha said, "If s like a YMCA Poola town, who play in 

enter the record books for the fact that the team does not team playing Livorpool each red and white iorsios, seem to 
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proinotaii by Bunny Austin. a 
champion of the 30's. h still 
remains a much sought after 
collector’s item and 
commands prices ranging 
batwaan$200to$m 


(Next page) 

This is one man with a 
mission... 

His mission...to smash 
every single speed record in 
existence, including the 
wofid land speed record. 

Bruce Butsford took just 19 
seconds to shatter the world 
cycle speed record after five 
years of intensive training 
and logged 20B mph on static 


rollers on his Lola Ultimata, a 
bike that he has designed 
himself. After that he plans to 
do it in the real, in Australia 
later this year. He and his 
trainer C^n Lloyd will also 
go for the tandem spaed 
record which involves a 
rather intricate procedure. 

They will be towed in a 
wind break 'bubble' behind a 
Formula One McLaren (ona of 


Bursford's coach is Mika 
Hakkinen) until they reach a 
speed of 100 mph when the 
towline will be released and 
teay will pedal flat out 
Bursford is honest in one 
thing though. He admits that 
he was doing it for the money, 
"I don't do it for pleasure. As 
soon as I broke the record, it 
made me a millionaire. We 
are doing this for money. It 
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will set me up for life. I'm not 
risking my life for a couple of 
thousand quid." Bursford 
trains on an avarage of six 
hours a day and the results 
are there to see. 5' 10" in 
height, Bursford weighs 14 
1/2 stones, his chest 
measures 44 inches, his 
waist 34 inches, his thighs an 
incredible 35 inches, and his 
calves an amazing 16 inches. 
With a physique like that, and 
with loads of dedication, this 
man will surely go places.... 
at top speed 

(Left) 

Believe it or not! Paul 
Gascoigne, football's Bofant 
terrible changed over a new 
leaf, albeit for a short while. 
Gascoigne who had walked 
out on his girlfriend Sheryl 
and their son Regan, finally 
came back to them with the 
intention of making up. 
Knowing that Cheryl was 
fuming, Gascoigne came with 
a multi bouquet so huge Biat it 
filled the back seat of his 
chauffer- driven car. He also 



amongst us. 

But we wonder as to why 
the sponsor's logo is not 
visible on Tendulkar's bat ? 

{Bottom) 

Sports and showbiz? Well, 
more and more promoters of 
sport worldwide are turning 
to showbiz to attract more 
viewership. In India also 
things are no different. In e 
recent effort to popularise die 
game of billiards, Shaw 
Wallace and Radiant Sports 
Management Group, roped in 
Michael Ferreira. Pater 
Gilcrist and Chanm! V VJ Anu 
Verma to captivate select 
club audiences all over the 
country. Picture shows 
Anu Verma (with the bail in 
her mouth) assisting Michael 
Ferreira in executing what 
the champion called the most 
difficult shot of the evening 







FRENCH TOAST! 


It's 'hot', it's beautiful, it's the French Open in Paris 
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(Top)Keeping the clay on the courts in tip 
top condition is a work for specialists, 
end the groundsmen at Roland Garros 
have an unenviable task during the 
fortnight of the Open. Their job is only 
over when the dust finally settles down 


(Bottom)Every grand slam tournament 
has its share of exclusiveness. The 
French Open is the only grand slam to 
have the title rights,right down to its 
name being embossed on the balls that 
are used in play. Talk about a Parisian's 
eye for detail 


(TopWoland 6arros:Tbe French Open; the 
climax of the clay court circuit and the 
ultimate dream of any clay court 
specialist who wants to win here at the 
Centra Court of Stade Roland Garros. It 
was here that Thomas Muster sank to his 
knees after winning the final last yaar. 
This court has seen a fair shara of tears, 
both of joy and of frustration....this year 
the script will be no different 











(Top)The reigning queen of the tennis 
circuit is beck in business end by the 
looks of things is going to stey at the top 
for some more time. Personal problems, 
recurring injuries and evan improving 
opponents ere no longer 'taxing' 
deterrents for Steffi Grefs rise to the 
pinnacle of women's tennis. She leads... 
the others follow. And that is the only 
certainty in the women's gams 


(Right)Oon't Cry For Her Argentina! 
Gabriels Sabatini's tennis needs some 
serious upgrading. She knows it too but 
prefers to promote her exclusive line of 
perfumes and dolls. Sabatini was billed 
as a player of great potential but we are 
yet to witness that potential translating 
itself into performance. She's reached 
the semis at the French Open five times, 
can she go one step better this year? 


(Extreme right) Rock an' roll! Seles is 
back, and how... Having exorcised all the 
demons inside her with a racket and her 
Fender Stratocastar, she is back to 
playing for titles and hard cash — if bar $16 
million law-suit against the Hamburg 
tournament authorities is any indication. 
On the tennis front, Seles reached the 
final of the very first grand slam she 
played in, and won the second. This 
year's French Open will be her third grand 
slam since her return and she could be all 
set for her fourth title at Roland Garros 
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(Top)Boris Becker. Pleto or Socretes? 
Let^ iust settle for Mr. Unpredictable. 

Just when people started to write him off, 
Becker astounded everyone by winning a 
grand slam: the '96 Australian Open. 
Content with fatherhood, this tennis pro in 
a philosopher's erataar could propagate a 
new theory or two 


(Left) The clay courts of Paris seems to be 
the only surface that Andre Agassi cannot 
master, and it remains the only grand 
slam that has eluded him. Agassi has 
been in good nick, but the pressures of 
regaining the No. 1 spot in tennis along 
with his impending marriage to modal- 
cum- actress, Brooke Shields (Agassi 
proposed to her under a waterfall in 
Hawaii) may all conspire to turn the 
tables on this billboard from Las Vegas 





% 


lliiMii.r, Mir,ti>r, he'soQt«xactly 
nuidi: of ci.iy tlioug() (i« tacms to he quite 
ill hoini: iin ii The AiflWrian Wall is 
rf,'ili‘liiiiiM| i.loy court tenuis and in the 
(Koces'. iii.iriiui sure that must ol his 
uii|Kinents ((u in tor therapy shock 
therapy In 9h . Muster was on a roll npht 
throiii|li the clay coiirl season and 
sfireamed to the lieavens after winning 
his first rjraniii«iani at Roland Garros. In 
9b alter 37 straight victories on the same 
siirtace, can Muster imprint his f eat of 
Clay on the spectator s rnindl’ 

They can only watch, and pick op the 
debris 
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TENNIS INDEX 


\ i hat Jim Courier 
V attributed his 1995 
ranking improvement to 
“Plenty of orange juice and 
sex." 

ddress of Boris Becker 
Fan Club: C/o Silvia 
Keerstcn, Dussel 65,4000 
Dusseldorf 1, Germany. 

f nly female tennis players 
i J ever featured on the 
cover of Newsweek 
magazine: Chris Evert, 
Martina Navratilova and 
Jennifer Capriati. 


; ercentof Sports Illustrated 
magazine's article on the 
1996 Lipton Championships 
that covered the men's 
matches: 0. 

, he quality that Andre 
^ Agassi considers his single 
greatest asset: His hand speed. 

eason why Mats 
/ '•{ Wilander says he “lost all 
respect" for the French Open: 
Because he won it when he 
was 17. 


; , hat Wimbledon bad 
i’ ’■ boy Jeff Tarango once 
retorted when he was given a 
; code of conduct violation 
warning for screaming "Jesus 
Christ!": "What! Would you 
have given me a warning it 1 
i had yelled Buddha"? 

here tennis ranks in 
international sports 
popularity, according to the 
sports marketing department 
of Mercedes-Benz, the $40 
million sponsor ot the ATP 
• Tour. "Runner-up behind 
soccer." 


PHQFFSSlONALbl’Uill 





*• : ow many players are 
? - overweight on the men's 
pro tour, according to 
overweight Monica Seles: 
"Quite a few." 

; ow much 6' tall Jack 
“ Crawford weighed when 
he won Wimbledon in 1933: 
210 pounds. 

layer who will be the best 
volleyer in women's 
tennis in two years, according 
to ESPN-TV analyst Fred 
Stolle: Chanda Rubin. 

ost of the SAM ball 
machine which can 
reproduce any tennis shot 
with any spin at speeds up to 
100 miles per hour: $24,995, 

hich musician Monica 
Seles listens to for 
inspiration: Jimi Hendrix. 

otal number of games 
French superstar Su/atine 
Lenglen lost when she 
captured the 1926 French 
Championships: 4. 

i hat Pete Sampras says is 
■ the best shttt in tennis: 
Goran Ivanisevic's first serve. 

ddress of the Goran 
Ivanisevic Fan Club: 
AIjimoviceva 28,58000 Split, 
Croatia. 

• umber of tennis clubs 
. S that multi-millionaire 
entrepreneur and Davis Cup 
captain David Lloyd wants to 
build in the United Kingdom: 
200 . 

{ ength of wooden racket 
S that power-hitting 1950s 
star Lew Hoad used: 26 inches. 
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j eason \Vhy Gabriefa 
‘' ■ Sabatini believes tennis is 
not covered as vvell as it used 
to be by the media: Negative 
articles in the last year or so. 

ge at which Swiss whiz 
kid Martina Hingis 
played her first tournament: 4. 

ow Andre Agassi 
proposed marriage to 
Brooke Shields: On bended 
kttee under a waterfall in 
Hawaii. 

; . ho Yannick Noah in 

1979 accused of being a 
recreational drug user on the 
men's pro tour: A former 
French Open finalist. 

5^ ,, hat Steffi Graf latelv 

' ‘V keeps at her bedside: A 
coffee table-sized tome on 
vooooo. 

5 ow many more Grand 
? I Slam singles titles Pete 
Sampras says he can win: 7. 


\ V umber of countries 
which carried live 
telecasts of the 1996 Lipton 
Championships: 148. 

/ peed of the second serve 
that runner-up Boris 
Becker hit out for a 
doublefault on his match 
point against Thomas Muster 
in the 1995 Monte Carlo 
Open final: 121 miles perhour. 

i ! erson assigned to Russian 
president Boris Yeltsin's 
re-election committee: 

Former Davis Cup player and 
Soviet team coach Shamil 
Tarpishchev who is 
responsible for keeping 
tennis-playing Yeltsin fit and 
less stressed. 

umber of times 
15-year-old Martina 
Hingis threw her racquet in 
disgust during her 7-5,4-6, 

6-1 Australian Open 
quarterfinal loss to Amanda 
Coetzer: 11. 

■. ■ ickname Ion Tiriac gave 
the stately and dignified 
Guillermo Vilas when he 
coached and managed Vilas: 
"The president." 

*; hat some American 

tournaments did rather 
than admit black star Althea 
Gibson in the 195s: They went 
out of existence. 

!j ^ hat Hie Nastase, a 
V * candidate for mayor of 
Bucharest, replied when his 
actor-friend Ion Caramitru 
advised him, "At one time the 
whole country loved you, and 
^ now only half would love 
I you": "1 hope it's the chicks." 

i COMPILED BY PAUL FEIN 
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Electronic line calling is going to be the wave of the future. An analysis 
of the various systems that have so far been made (without complete success) 
and the likely systems to be used in tournaments all around the world 






BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 



serious!" 

Honnnnnnkl 

"How can you call that ball out? 
Your sensor rays obviously need 



re-directing....you're a disgrace to 
high technology....your uncle was a 
garage door opener...." 

Welcome to tennis in the 21 st 
century, where on-court arguments 
over line-calls have become decidedly 
pne-sided; where getting in the last 
word may not mean using a word at 
all; where lines aren't so much called 
as they are programmed for 
indisputable accuracy. 

The sport of tennis has been never 
short of controversy, and no small 
part of that revolves around 
line-calling. There is a growing 
popular opinion—among humans, of 
all things—that the best way to 
eliminate human error, is to eliminate 
humans. So, electronic line-calling is 
the wave of the future. 

The future of electronic line-calling 
is already taking shape in basement 
workshops and high-tech factories 
from California to Canada, from 
Mexico to Australia. The work of 
these designers, inventors and 
engineers is bringing the future of 
tennis officiating that much closer to 
the present. 

Sheldon Westervelt, chairman of 
the U.S.Tennis Association's (USTA) 
electronic line-calling research 
committee, estimates that the USTA 
lias invenmrised 19 different systems 
currently in various stages of 
development worldwide. Each of 
these inventions takes a slightly 
different approach to the search for 
the perfect call. 

Here's a rundown on some of the 
systems leading the way to a no-fault 
line-calling: 

* Cyclops, the grand-daddy of all 
electronic line-calling devices and the 
one which most tennis fans are 
familiar with, debuted at Wimbledon 
in 1979 and has been calling the 
service lines at several professional 
events for 17 years now. Developed in 
England, Cyclops is marketed in the 
U.S. by Essential Sports Products of 
Marrick, N.Y., which leases the device 
to tournaments. 

Cyclops is a portable system 

In tilt vary near futun, with tha ailvant of 
alaetronic call tyatami, tights lika this art 
goingtobarara 


consisting of box-like units that are 
placed on the sides of the court, each 
emitting a series of infra red beams—a 
master beam that covers the service 
line and four additional fault beams 
that extend 18 inches behind the 
service line. If the served ball misses 
the master ray and lands in the fault 
area, a "beep" or flashing light signals 
the ball as'out'. 

In its present form, Cyclops is 
limited in its implementation. It 
cannot be used to call baselines or 
center lines because a player's 
on-court movement would break the 
fault rays. Cyclops designers currently 
are working on a system that would 
call all lines. 

* Accu-Call was the first—and to 
dale, still the most accurate—attempt 
at total court surveillance. It's the 
creation of John Van Auken, 71, who 
built a reputation as a brilliant 
inventor in the photo-copying 
business and has added a reputation 
for persistence in the field of 
electronic line-calling. Van Auken, 
who now lives in Sydney. Nova 
Scotia, has invested more than a 
dozen years and nearly $4 million in 
developing the system. 

The Accu-Call system consists of a 
meshwork of meta! sensors embedded 
in and around each line on the court 
and along the top of the net. and an 
electrically conductive ball that has 
metallic fibres woven into its cover. 
When the ball comes in contact with 
the metal fibres in the court, it 
completes a circuit that indicates with 
a blinking light or an audible signal 
whether the ball is in or out. 

Accu-Call has been used in 
exhibitions involving Andre Agassi, 
John McEnroe, Chris Evert and 
Martina Navratilova. The system has 
been tested on a variety of surfaces, 
including Supreme Court(roil-down 
vinyl), Har-Tru(clay) and Deco 
Turl(hard). It currently is not 
adaptable to grass courts, and the 
electrically conduaive ball has yet to 
meet USTA standards for playability. 
There have been claims that the fibres 
give the ball an irregular bounce and 
make the ball colour appear darker 
than usual. Van Auken says those 
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problems have been remedied. 

In addition, there has been some 
question about the effect that weather 
and normal court maintenance would 
have on the system's exposed wiring. 
Van Auken had been working to 
address those problems, but a lack of 
funding, has brought his research to a 
virtual halt. 

* ELI 6010 is a subsurface, 
pressure-sensitive system developed 
by David Harrop of Sensor Science 
Inc. in Newark, Calif. The system's 
sensors are installed beneath the court 
surface, rendering them unnoticeable 
and safe from abrasion due to 
weather, play or maintenance. The 
sensors are able to distinguish 
between the impact of a ball and a 
player's foot or racquet on all lines, 
and they relay a signal back to a 
remote audio-visual console that 
indicates precisely where the ball 
landed out. 

Harrop had a working prototype of 
the ELI 6010 installed in December 
1988 at a tennis club in refining his 
system. Originally, he had planned to 
make the system commercially 
available by the end of this year, but 
that target no lunger seems realistic. 

The other systems arc Kort .Sense, 
Tennis Call and TEL. Fully operational 
systems are less than commonplace in 
the held of electronic line-calling. For 
all the advances that have been made 
in these devices, Accti-Call is the only 
all-line system that is currently 
marketable, and Van Auken's present 
linancial situation makes even that 
unfeasible at this time. 

Stan Malless, another member of 
the USTA's electronic line-calling 
committee, says, "People have asked 
me why Americans can put a man on 
the moon and yet can't develop a 
reliable line-calling device. My 
answer to that is always, 'Line-calling 
is a more difficult problem'." 

The USTA had hoped to have an 
electronic line-calling system in place 
at the National Tennis Centre in 
Flushing Meadow, N.Y., by this year's 
U.S. Open, in order to familiarise 
players and spectators with the 
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concept and to use it as a training tool electronic line-calling systems 
for umpires and linespeople. art—surprise!—players. Regardless of 

Accu-Call was supposed to be that the level of play, every player can 
system, but neither it nor any other relate—albeit with varying degress of 

was deemed suitable for installation truth—a story about how a lousy line 

by the USTA. As a result, no system call cost him the proverbial "big 
has been put in place. match". Even those players not 

Among the leaders in support of known for their on-court histrionics 
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have no qualms about replacing flesh 
and blood with circuits and sensors. 

“1 think if the technology is there 
and the system really works, it's 
foolish not to make use of it. I think in 
the long run, it improves the game 
and makes it more enjoyable, for 


everyone", said Christ Evert. 

"It's the next logical step," 
confirmed Martina Navratilova. 


Till now, the umpire hei been the BOSS of all 
he tufveye. But electronic line callino will 
probably make the umpire redundant 


"It is like the third referee in 
basketball, the instant replay in 
football. Anything that can be done to 
improve on officiating and eliminate 
bad calls can only be good for the 
sport," added Navratilova. Still, while 
electrifying the chair may be a fact of 
the future, it would be shocking if 
elearonir line-calling devices 
eliminated human participation in 
officiating altogether. 

"Suppose the thing breaks down, 
then what are you going to do?" says 
Westervelt. "Would you have a whole 
field of umpires waiting around just in 
case?" 

Another option would be lor 
players to call their own lines in case of 
system failure. Professional tennis 
players ? Calling their own lines ? 

Does inmates running the asylum 
seem an appropriate analogy ? 

Most of the people behind these 
new systems see their inventions as a 
boon to officials on the professional 
level; electronics would reduce the 
number of umpires and linesmen 
needed but not eliminate them 
totally. At least, one of the men who 
occupy those tall chairs feels that's the 
correct approach. 

"To me, the ideal system is one that 
enhances play without changing the 
nature ol the game," notes Richard 
Ings, one of the professional umpires 
on the men's pro circuit. "Tennis is 
entertainment, first and foremost. I 
believe that people come to see all 
parts of it—the players, the 
umpires...everything. 

"I don't know whether removing 
the human element from officiating 
would be good or bad. I just know it 
would be different—and I'm not sure 
how people would react to that." 

"I'd like to see us have one of these 
systems operational at the Tennis 
Center by next year," says Westervelt. 
"We know we're not going to have 
the ultimate on the first shot, but it 
would be nice just to begin gaining 
some experience with them. W’e will 
continue to work towards that end. 
We're like Columbus at sea here. We 
really can't see land yet, but we know 
it's out there somewhere." 

You can hear the "beep" just 
beyond the horizon. • _ 
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THE MAKING OF A CRICKETER 
(Formative years of Sachin Tendulkar 
in cricket} 

AUTHOR; AJIT TENDULKAR 
PUBLISHER: TEN' PRODUCTIONS 
PRICE: RS.550A 

ACHIN'S elder Imnher, Ajil 
Tendulkar, has written a 
book about the early years of 
his famous sibling. He begins 
with Sachin's childhood immersion in 
the game on the playground of 
Sahitya Sahawas', the housing 
co-operative in Bandra East, where he 


young. He does mention this lack in 
the Preface as a deliberate ploy, but 
that has also considerably weakened 
the book. But for readers, the 
photographs should make up for this 
lack. In his school years, Sachin looks 
weak and frail, so one is surprised at 
how rounded and muscular he has 
now become. 

There arc interesting pictures with 
Vengsarkar, Gavaskar, Sandeep Patil 
and childhood friend, Vinod Kambli. 
Childhood friendships, we later 
realise when we grow up, are the most 
enduring. But what is really thrilling is 
to see two childhood friends, playing 
for India. How many people can 
realise a dream like that? Did Sachin 
and Kambli ever imagine, as they sat 
in the classroom of the Sharadashram 
Vidyamandir, with its chipped walls, 
that one day, both of them would end 
up playing for India at the same time? 

While reading this book, one also 
realises what an elaborate system 
Bombay has to find and nurture 
talent. They have Under-15, 

Under-17, Under-19 tournaments 
and many top-quality coaches. They 
also have the Kanga League played 
during the monsoons, so players can 
be in touch with cricket right through 
the year. As a result, Bombay has 
produced so many top-class 
cricketers. If one corner of India can 
sprout so many talented players, all 



grew up; he writes about the utter 
self-confidence that Sachin possessed 
from the very beginning: the 
nurtitring parents and brothers and 
sisters that he had and then that 
fateful encounter with coach 
Ramakant Achrekar that changed his 
brother's life. The book naturally has 
curiosity value. We are all interested 
in knowing ht)w Sachin has become 
the player that he is now. 

Ajit Tendulkar writes simply and 
clearly apd there is a certain narrative 
rhythm that makes the reader turn 
the pages. It is only in the last quarter 


of the book that the reader's interest 
flags. That is because he goes into too 
much detail about Sachin's Ranji 
Trophy debut and the matches played 
during that first season. Also, in the 
latter stages of the book, there are very 
few personal details and Sachin, as a 
budding genius, becomes fuzzier and 
fuzzier. Perhaps Ajit Tendulkar 
wanted to protect Sachin's privacy, 
but the book suffers as a result. 

Another significant drawback is 
that Ajit Tendulkar does not use 
quotes from any of the people who 
knew Sachin when he was very 
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because they have a cenain system to 
unearth it, then imagine what sort of 
talent can be discovered, if we have an 
organised nation-wide system of 
spotting it. With ease, we could throw 
up several nascent Sunil Gavaskars. 

Talking of Sunil Gavaskar, the Little 
Master's letter is the other interesting 
thing in the book. He wrote to Sachin 
in '87, when Tendulkar, after a 
stupendous season, did not win the 
Best Junior Cricketer Award from the 
Bombay Cricket Association. (Of 
course, in India, as we all know, talent 
and performance does not count for 
that much.) It's a nice, sweet, pithy 
letter that must have done wonders to 
Sachin's confidence. 

Gavaskar has also written a lucid 
foreword to the book, and Sachin, at 
age 22, at the receiving end of 
awesome money and fame, should do 
well to remember this sentence from 
Gavaskar's foreword: "You can be an 
outstanding individual in your chosen 
career, but to be a good human being 
is not easy, especially for successful 
people." 

Shevlin Sebastian 


INDIA IN DAVIS CUP (1921-95) AND 
WHO'S WHO OF DAVIS CUP TENNIS 
AUTHOR: P.K.DATTA 
PUBLISHER: SIDDARTH 
PUBLICATIONS. 

PRICE: RS.195/- 

F OR Indian tennis fans, the long 
wait is over. For decades, there 
was an urgent need for a 
comprehensive book on the history of 
Indian tennis, India in the Davis Cup 
and the growth of the All-India Tennis 
Association. Records were not easily 
available as the AITA only paid lip 
service to the compilation of data. 
Now the tennis fan, the media, the 
aficionado or the layman need not 
despair. Veteran tennis buff, 



P.K.Datta, for the first time has 
provided much needed 
information about Indian tennis, its 
history, the organisation, the players 
and the events. 

This herculean task was really a 
labour of love for Mr.Datta a retired 
bureaucrat in the Home Ministry of 
the Government of India. A freelance 
journalist and an ardent tennis lover, 
Mr.Datta realised that source material 
such as the history of the game in 
India and records were not easily 
available. But the absence of material 
did not dampen his diligence or wither 
his enthusiasm. Persistence, 
perseverance, and endless 
correspondence for a period of four 
years has enabled Mr.Datta to fulfill 
his ambition of being the chronicler of 
Indian tennis. 

With the help of the British Council 
library and Mr.John Trevelen of the 
International Tennis Federation(ITF), 
Mr.D atta finally got access to books, 
journals and newspapers published 
abroad. This process enabled him to 
gather facts, records and data and 
reconstrua the history of Indian 


tennis. It was a painstaking effort by 
the author, whose patience like that of 
the Biblical Job is to be complimented. 

The legacy, background and 
changing fortunes of India in the 
Davis Cup from 1921 -95 and of Indian 
tennis from 1885 onwards has been 
faithfully recorded. Datta's book takes 
you through the evolution of an era of 
tennis in India. The slickly produced 
book abounds in mind-boggling facts, 
amusing anecdotes and tons of trivia. 

The introductory chapter, "The 
Indian Scene' gives a brief but 
comprehensive account of more than 
the century old history of the game in 
India. Little known facts are recorded 
for posterity, such as the 
commencement of the inaugural 
tennis tournaments in India, the 
Punjab Lawn Tennis championships 
in 1885 at Lahore and the Bengal 
Lawn Tennis championships at 
Calcutta in 1887. 

A fascinating revelation, which 
many tennis enthusiasts may be 
unaware of, is the contribution made 
by an American, Leonard Brooke 
Edwards, in the formative phase of 
Indian tennis. He was a resident of 
Calcutta for two decades, from the 
i 920s to the 40s, and was secretary of 
the AITA from 1933-45. 

The second section of the book is 
entirely devoted to India and the 
Davis Cup. There is a brief but lucid 
desaiption of every match India has 
played, starting with the upset 4-1 
win over France at Paris in July 1921, 
till the equally memorable 3-2 win 
over Croatia at Delhi in the World 
Group tie in September, last year. 

Then, there are brief pen sketches of 
every Indian player who has 
participated in the Davis Cup and an 
excellent statistical seaion, with the 
summary of results, detailed scores, 
career records, great vinories and the 
most durable players in the Davis Cup. 

NovyKapadia 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 






ttwrry^ 

^wthbI 


{ What is the Olympic 
. claim to fame of 
Richard James Allen of 
India? 


What is a Grand Slam 
X.(«in golf? 

3 Who was the only 
. 'Maori' player to play 
for New Zealand in the 
World Cup? 


yU Who is the only 
s . footballer to play in 
five World Cups? 


Aanwrtafilio.? 






rr Which brother-sister 
- duo won their only 
Wimbledon title in I960? 

/ Which is the oldest 

.soccer club in the 
world? 


CAHTOONS ARTHUR CARDO 20 


^ What is the 'Bland 
i . Scale' in connection 
with cricket? 

8 What is common to 
* Cape Town cricket 
ground, the Sydney cricket 


ground and the Keenan 
Stadium, Jamshedpur, 
from the point of view of 
location? 


{ Who was the'95 

- . European Footballer 
of the Year but did not 
come from Europe? 


Jaoimw 

flUUNS 


1 . He was the Indian hockey goalkeeper who 
did not concede a single goal in the 1928 
Olympic Games. 

2. It comprises the Masters' tournament, the 
U.S.Open, the British Open, and the PGA 
championships. 

S.AdamParore. 

4 . Antonio Carbajal of Mexico. 

5 . John and Tracy Austin. 

6 . The Sheffield Football Club, which was 
formed on Oaober 24th, 1857. 

7. It shows a cricketer's ability as a fielder, 
named after the famous cricketer Colin Bland. 

8 . They all have athletic stadiums adjacent to 
them. 

9 . George Weah, the Liberian striker of 
A.CJVIilan. 


te tt. ftitt S 
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THREE'S A 
CROWD... 


With three genuine 
contenders in the form 
of Damon Hill, Jacques 
Villeneuve and Michael 
Schumacher vying for 
the honours. Formula 
One seems to be crowded 
at the top 

BY K.O. JACOB 


t HE 199'; Formula One season 

i was a nightmare that Damt)n 
; Hill certainly would like to 
lorget. Hill was just not able 
to shake off the sitecire of Michael 
Schumacher that loomed large over 
him. At 35, Hill knew that he did not 
have too many seasons left in the 
super fast lane of Formula One racing. 
Yet, he just could not get past 
Schumacher in those vital moments 
and ended as the runner-up to the 
German for the second consecutive 
season. It was a classic example ol 
being so near, and yet so far. An 
exasperated and a trifle disappointed 
Hill summed up his feelings, and the 
feelings of his team, when he said, 
"Losing the title last year was more 
disappointing than the previous 
season, because 1 started so well. 1 had 
lingering hopes, but they seemed to 
slip through my fingers. It was a tough 
year with more downs than ups. 
Perhaps I wanted to win too much last 
season and let it rip at the wrong 
moment. But when you see the 

Top of the Hill. Damon Hill hm mado a fantoftic 
•tart this yoar and with his suporior car.coald 
wall and up hocoming tha champion 
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opportunity, the temptation is 
enormous. To become the world 
champion is a massive goal, but now 1 
realise you must not allow yourself to 
be drawn in—it is a matter of self 
control.” 

Damon Hill it seems has finally 
managed to put things into 
perspective. He also realised that 1996 
was going to be his year of reckoning. 
Deep down Hill also realised that the 
pressure this year would definitely be 
on Schumacher, who no longer had 
the all-conquering Benetton Renault 
car at his disposal. Hill knew that he 
had a serious chance of getting right 
up there to the top, and this year he 
was not going to blow it. 

Team Rothmans Williams Renault 
also realised that they had a major 
work on their hands. Having taken 
over the Constructors Championship 
from McLaren Honda in 1992, they 
had to relinquish that cherished 
mantle to Benetton Renault in 1995-. 
This year they certainly had no 
intentions of letting things remain 
that way. Their brief to chief designer 
Adrian Newey was simple, 'design a 
car that is suited to Hill's driving 
techniques, and a car that will get us 
back the Drivers and the Constructors 
Championships.' After working on it 
f<ir over a year, Newey and his 
engineers unveiled the Williams 
FW18. Very much on the same lines as 
last year's FW 17B car, the gearbox has 
been improved on, and the engine has 
been replaced with a new Renault V10 
RS8 engine. The only visual change m 
the car are t he higher sides around the 
driver's cockpit. These have been 
fitted to comply with the new 
regulations regarding drivers' safety. 
The engineers have also revised the 
hydraulic installation in an attempt to 
overcome the problems the hydraulic 
system posed last year 

Having technically upgraded his 
team's car. Chairman and Managing 
Director of team Rothmans Williams 
Renault, Frank Williams perceived 
the need for a good supporting driver 
for Damon Hill. With his uncanny 
knack of spotting talent and 
promoting it, Williams signed on 
debutant Jacques Villenueve, who in 
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1995 at 2? years of age became the 
youngest driver to win the Indycar 
Championship. Williams, after 
seeing Villenueve race the Williams 
car in a special test, where he drove 
180 laps at the British Grand Prix 
circuit in Silverstone, was desperate to 
sign him on before any other FI team. 
Villenueve realised the enormous task 
he had on hand, but was making no 
promises. He explained, "1 don't go 
out there telling myself that 1 have to 
beat Schumacher. 1 just go out there 
like I do every year, to try to do the 
best 1 can. You know the learning 
curve never stops." 

The fact that Villcneuve waso last 


learner was evident in his very first 
Formula One race—the Atisiralian 
GP. Villeneuve not only started his 
debut race at pole position, he led the 
race until five laps from the finish, 
when he was forced to slow with an oil 
pressure problem. It was at this point 
that Damon Hill cruised through to 
win the year's first title. Hill was back 
to his winning ways once again, but 
he understood fully well that his first 


victory of the season was purely by 
default. He was gracious in accepting 
this when he said in the post race 
interview, "Jacques has shown that 
he is a racer and we had a great race, 
which I think the crowd enjoyed. I am 
so delighted to have come back to 
Australia and won. I stated the season, 
where I left off last year, and 1 don't 
think there is going to be anything 
given away between Jacques and 
myself all year." 

After tasting victory in Melbourne 
and knowing fully well that his main 
rival Schumacher was having 
problems with his new Ferrari, Hill 
decided to step on the gas from then 


on. In his very next outing, the 
Brazilian GP, which started in 
torrential rain. Hill grabbed the lead 
from pole position and was only 
headed once, when he made his one 
and only pit stop. Villeneuve once 
again almost managed to make it a 
Rothmans Williams Renault one-two 
on the victory podium, but he spun off 
the wet track on lap 27 of the 71 lap 
race trying to edge out Jean Alesi of 








JacquM Villenniva cooh off vvMi unw 
akiiog.. but on tho ciicuit ho't ono of ffio moot 
comootilivo drivon going. HoMIihi off tho 
chollonyo of Schiunochor, Villonouvo won hia 
fiitt 6P in only hia fouiffi outing. An indicotion 
ofthingatocomo? 

Benetton Renault for the second spot. 

By then, team Rothmans Williams 
Renault had served sufficient notice to 
the other teams on the Formula One 


circuit. In faa.the races so far have 
proved that the Williams Renault car 
is by far the most advanced in the fray. 
The season has already proved that 
the two drivers for Williams are both 
winners in their own rights. If Hill has 
won four out of the five GP's (at the 
time of going to press) then 
Villeneuve confounded even the most 


die- hard racing critic when he won a 
race—the European GP in only his 
fourth endeavour—a feat not even the 
great Ayrton Seima could have 
boasted of. The rookie later explained. 
“It is a great feeling to win here and 
win my first race in Formula One. We 
finally got onto the highest step on the 
podium after being competitive since 
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the bfginrving of thf season. The car 
was much better than in qualifying... 
At times Michael was loo close to be 
comfortable, but lie made it fun." 

II the going so far has been fun for 
Frank Williams and his team, one very 
discontented driver was Michael 
Schumacher. He has proved time and 
time again that he is the best driver in 
racing today, (finishing the San 
Marino GP. in spite of a locked front 
right wheel, was proof of liis 
doggedness and driving capabilities) 
but the Ferrari machine entrusted to 
him doesn't seem capable of making it 
to the chequered flag, first. 
Schumacher was certainly not averse 
to taking his car to the limit and 
beyond, but it will take a lot of 
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Michaaf Schumacher haa baen having 
probInnM with his Farrari RIO, but if the 
technical problems can be sorted out then this 
man could once again become a serious 
contender 

finetuning by Ferrari's engineers 
before the machine responds exaaly 
in the manner Schumacher wants it to. 

However, ironically just two years 
back FIA, Formula One's governing 
body, decided on a ban of high tech 
gizmos in the cars in a bid to make F1 
more competitive and to put the 
driver ahead of the machine he was 
racing in. But the huge lead that team 
Rothmans Williams Renault has 
compiled in both the Drivers and the 
Constructors Championships has 
proved that technologically superior 
cars still rule the day with driving skills 


still trailing in importance in 
comparison. 

The season is far from over and it 
would be a little too early to write off 
Schumacher and his Ferrari. He has 
troubled the leading drivers Hill and 
Villeneuve in every race. Both 
Schumacher and his opponents 
realise that it is only a matter of time, 
and a little adjustment to his car, 
before Schumacher eventually gets 
back to his winning ways. 

They say that you cannot keep a 
good man down for long. This is 
precisely what Damon Hill and 
Villeneuve should bear in mind when 
they see the German World 
Champion bearing down on them in 
the remaining races of the season. # 



mail bag 


NMUre'tJuttiM 

UDOS to Ranattmga and 
Jll^k.conipany for winning the 
Wills Worid Cup. That the final 
turned out to be an ami-dimax 
wasa tribute to Aravinda de 
Silva. Not only had he scored a 
brilliant hundred but he also took 
three very important wickets. 
Aravinda's century would surely 
rank alongdde tyhose of Clive 
Lloyd and Viv Richards in the 
Cup finals for its sheer dass and 
value. The end result was 
nature's justice as Australians 
behaved too big for their boots, 
and treated Sri Lanka shabbily 
down underprecedingto the Cup. 

India's only notable 
achievement was victory over 
Pakistan. Both batting and 
bowling were dismal. Sachin 


Tendulkar's batting was the only 
saving grace for India. 

The needless publldty given to 
the March 13 inddent surprised 
me most. Onlya seaionof the 
crowd behaved sbodcingiy but 


media denigrated the whole of 
Calcutta. They should have 
looked into the matter 
objectively Instead of joining the 
bandwagon. I am not trying to 
justify poor crowd behaviour, yet 
it was the result of Indian players' 


poor performance. They let down 
the whole nation by th^ meek 
display. Had they died with their 
boots on no one would have 
denounced diem. Now since the 
Calcuttans have whole>heartedly 


apolo^sed for their contretemps 
should not the Indian players 
owe us fans the same apolc^ for 
their poor showing? 

Yours truly, 

BHARAT SHARM A, 

New Delhi. 



A Fine Man Passes 
Away 

S HAMBHU NATH BHADRA, 
endearingly called 
'Shambhuda'by all of us in 
Sponsworldand in the Ananda 
Bazar Group of Publications 
circles for that matter, is no more 
with us. He passed away on April 
30,1996 at the Calcutta Medical 
College Hospital after a brief 
illness. He was 72. Shambhuda 
leaves behind his bereaved wife 
and a host of friends, relatives 
and admirers. 

Shambhuda (b. October 29, 
1923) joined The Hindustban 
• Standard first and later switched 
. over to Sportsworld. Dutiful and 
hard-working as he was, his first 
love was Sri Aurobindo and The 
Mother, the propagation of 
whose philosophy he devoted 
the best part of his life. His 
monumenui work of Bengali 
translation AmarDrishtlteySri 
Aurobinder The Life DivinefCh. 1 


to 28) and also its companion 
volume AtnarDrishtitey Sri 
A urobinder The Mother would 
certainly immortalise him. Both 
the books are highly useful to 



serious students of philosophy. A. 
prolific writer, Shambhuda also 
wrote a number of other books. 

Hardly a year passed when 
Shambhuda failed to make his 


sojourn to Sri Aurobindo 
Ashram, Pondicherry along with 
his fellow Aurobindoites. In his 
personal life he was extremely 
soft-spoken, polite and 
modest—a gentleman to the core. 

Further, his keen sense of 
humour was a real treat, 
especially during the drudgery of 
daily work. Shambhuda was 
proficient in astrology too and 
very often had to oblige his 
colleagues by reading their palms. 

No doubt he will be missed by 
all those who came in contact 
with him. May Sri Aurobindo 
and The Mother bless him with 
eternal peace in his life beyond. 

Corrigendum 

T he interview with Bob 
Woolmer Sportsworld, 8th 
May)was done by Sabyasachi 
Sarkar in Sharjah. The oversight 
is regretted. Also, the article, 
'Welcome to Jurassic Park' was 
written by Waheed 
Khan.—Editor 


S7 



ANALYSIS 


BY D. RAM RAJ, BANG^ORE^^" 

W n.L P.T.Usha and 

Shiny Wilson stage a 
comeback and fight for 
a place in the 

six-member athletics squad for the 
ensuing Atlanta Summer Olympics? 
This is the question uppermost in the 
minds of the sportspeople of the 
country. Usha and Shiny were among 
the probables that underwent a 
training stint at the NSNIS, Patiala. 
Another set of athletes including 
Anand Natarajan, Paramjit Singh and 
Rosa Kutty are among the probables 
in the on-going camp at Bangalore 
and are expected to join the 
full-fledged camp at the Southern 
Centre in preparation for the 
Olympics. 

Despite the Atlanta Olympic 
Organising Committee's deadline of 
May 15, the composition of the 
six-member Indian squad will be 
known only after the first and second 
domestic circuit meets scheduled to be 
held at Madras (July I) and Bangalore 
(July IS). (But at the time of going to 
press, the federation secretary Lalit 
Bhanot said in Delhi that the AAFI has 





The athletics camp for the Atlanta Games is in full swing but the 
six-member squad will be known just before the Olympics 
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not yel decided how many athletes 
should be sent to Atlanta). 

However, according to the Amateur 
AtHletics Federation of India's (AIFF) 
calendar of events, which was 
confirmed by Mr. Harbans Singh, the 
senior athletics coach, in charge of the 
probables in the Southern Centre, a 
nine-member Indian team is 
currently on a three-week tour of 
Europe. "The tour is to give the Indian 
athletes better exposure and 
competitive experience." 

Though Mr. Harbans did not want 


to venture into who would make it 
into the six-member Olympic .squad, 
as it might affect the morale of the 
other probables, the general 
impression is that sprinters Anand 
Natarajan (200 metres), Paramjit 
Singh (quarter mile) and the women's 
relay squad would ultimately make it 
to Atlanta. A highly injury prone 
Anand Natarajan (who clocked 20.9 
sec at the open Nationals at Delhi, the 
second Indian after Milkha Singh to 
do a sub-21 sec in the 200 metres) is 
keeping his fingers crossed, not 


P.T.IMm and Shiny Wllaon: wbila tha fonnar ia 
making anothar attampl at a comaback, tha 
latlar’s caraar, daapita aga, taama to ba going 
on and on 

wanting to get into another disaster 
before the big event. 

"I have been cherishing the dream 
of a below 21 timing since 1988 and it 
has been fulfilled at long last. My 
other desire has been to represent the 
country and athletics has given me 
this great opportunity. Being in the 
Olympics itself is a great feeling and 
my ambition is to qualify, at least, for 
the semi -finals. I hope to better my 
below 21 timing. After the stint I had 
in Europe, my confidence has been 
boosted."said this Preventive Officer 
from Customs, Madras. 

Anand Natarajan, who has had a 
harrowing time with injuries caused 
by his hyena like running action, 
added in a lighter vein, "injuries are 
my second best friends. 1 took to 
athletics at a late age of 19 after I 
was temporarily sidelined from 
basketball due to a knee injury. 

Even this 1 did at 

the behest of my Physical Education 
Director at Annamalai University, Dr. 
Vaidyanathan. Initially, 1 was 
reluctant but agreed for a six-month 
training stint during the basketball 

“A country of 900 million 
is not able to produce 
enough sport^rsons 
has become a common 
refrain. But my point Is. 
what percentage id this 
900 million is keenly 
involYed in sports? in 
India, we Bnd Voungstors 
whiling at^ their time, 
gosling in tea shops, 
etc. This attitodoiiaslo 
change end we must 
haeo mass-based sooita 
progrrnnffleeMfaroens 
Sfi^h. senior athleBcs 
' coach 
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Anand Natarajan racaady bacaaw oaiy the 
sacoad ladiaa after Milkha Singh, to nia the 
zoom in under Zl saci. Will he parfonn to 
expectationi at Atlanta? 

off-season. 1 was so passionate about 
basketball that I even cried when I 
stopped playing the game." 

• "I was selected by clocking 10.7 
seconds in the 100 metres in my very 
first selection trials. 1 went to Iran in 
1988 for the World Indoor meet and 
straightaway won the silver in the 200 
metres. I was able to make the trip, 
thanks to Dr. M.A.M Ramaswamy 
and from then on, I have never looked 
back. Injuries notwithstanding, I 
expect to perform well. At 27,1 believe 
that my career as a sprinter has just 
begun. If Linford Christie can still 
train at 36, why not I?" 

Lack of exposure and inadequate 
training facilities is the common 
refrain for poor showing. However, 
over the years, this lacunae has been 
made good to some extent by setting 
up the necessary facilities in the Sports 
Authority of India’s centres like 
Bangalore. But how best are the 
Indian sportspersons making use of 
the facilities is indeed a moot point? 

According to Mr. Harbans Singh, 
the present crop of sportspersons lack 
dedication and /.eal. "Despite 
improved facilities, the standard ol 
Indian sport continues to fall. Today's 
sportspersons lack the desire and the 
drive to win. They also lack the 
committment to themselves and the 
country." 

"A country of 900 million is not 
able to produce enough sportspersons 
has become a common refrain. But, 
my point is what percentage of this 900 
million is keenly involved in sports. In 
foreign countries, people are naturally 
attracted to sports and do spend a lot 
tif their spare time indulging in some 
sports activity or the other. In India we 
find youngsters whiling away their 
time gossiping in tea shops etc. This 
attitude has tt) change and we must 
have mass based sports programmes." 

"Coaches are the last rung in a 
sportsperson's career. A sports sense 
must be inculcated at the primary 
school itself. The primary school 
teachers must have a good knowledge 
of spons and they must encourage the 
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Rom Kutly It another probablo for ibo Indion 

loam 

latent talent at the grass roots level. 
The physical education teachers at the 
higher levels of schooling must then 
take up the role in shaping up the 
sporting futures. It is then that the 
coaches come into the picture. If 
physical education is the milk, then 
sports is the cream. You must have 


sufficient quantity of miik to churn 
out a lot of cream". 

"There must be a sports awakening 
as high level performance requires a 
lot of sacrifice. Sports in developing 
countries like India are aiso stunted 
because of economic criterion. 
Equipment and diet have become 
very cosLy faaors. Physique and 
parental encouragement arc the other 
aspects that can affect the 


development of sports. In developed 
countries, atheletcs have their own 
doctors, dieticians, managers, 
accountants and coaches. Whereas, in 
an economically backward country 
like India, the coaches sometimes will 
have to motivate their wards." 

"The 1982 Asian Games at Delhi 
has, however, changed the trend. But 
the changes are not taking place as 
rapidly as one would expea. 

However, I firmly believe that sports is 
the answer for the unrest prevailing in 
the country. The energies that are 
being wasted in a destruaive manner 
can be channelised into a more 
construaive sporting activity. Spons 
can cultivate the traits of discipline, 
team spirit and co-operation," he said 
in a philosophical mood. 

However, sounding a note ol 
disenchantment was the other 
athletics coach, T.P. Joseph, who is in 
charge of women athletes Lekha 
Thomas, Anju Markose and Bobby 
Aloysius. 'The coaches in India get a 
very raw deal. It must be stated that 
the coaches arc the backbone of 
sports. They are like shuck absorbers 
between the athletes and the 
federation." 

"The efforts of coaches never come 
to the limelight. A coach has to do a lot 
of research by reading the latest 
literature and viewing video cassettes 
so as to help his wards with the right 
techniques. After all the hard work, 
when his wards succeed, the coach is 
usually left in the lurch. There must be 
a total revamp of the system. Further, 
if athletics in India has to improve in 
leaps and bounds, then the rich and 
physically fit must be attraaed to it. At 
present it is only the middle and poor 
class people who take to this sport and 
they cannot cope up with the costs," 
he lamented. 

Incidentally, Lekha Thomas and 
Bobby Aloysius arc national record 
holders (Lekha in the long and triple 
jumps, and Bobby in the high jump). 
Having made a mark at the last Asian 
Track and Field meet at Jakarta, Lekha 
and Bobby with Anju Markose arc 
training very hard with their sights on 
the 1998 Asian Games. • 

PHOTOGRAWS ASHOKE CHAKRABORTV 
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Incidenially, India are once again 
placed in Group 10 of the Asian Zone 
pre-World Cup tournament with 
Phillipines, Sri Lanka and hosts Qatar, 
frorn September 20 to 30. Will the 
present set of footballers emulate the 
stars of the Fifties is indeed the moot 
point?WhiIe India's performance 
record (India were drubbed 1-7 by 
Indonesia and 2-5 by Malaysia in the 
Asia Cup) may prove to the contrary, 
the present chief coach of the Indian 
team in preparation for the pre-World 
Cup matches. Dr Rustam Akramov is 


VIEWPOINT 


On Shnbbir AH’s M in innign coach RuMam 
AhiniawwhoitsssngivinoiiMuciiaiittoHM 
playan during a mMch in H» Nshni Cup at 
CaienM. Ri^ bo manlianad Ani undsr Ms 
tmining, hulia parionaad won to baal baa who 
linalh IBtorllhi niiiiatoiitUn 

confident that the Indians can 
definitely qualify for the second 
round at least if the players are put 
through a proper training regimen 
and schedule. 

In a forthright interview from his 
quarters at the Sports Authority of 
India's sprawling complex where his 
mood fluauated from a passionate 
plea to set the house in order to 
absolute exasperation at the the 
attitude of the Indian football 
administrators, coaches, referees and 
players, the successful Uzbekistan 
coach discussed at length the ills 
plaguing the Indian football system 
and the remedy to rejuvenate the 
Indian football scene. 

Akramov, who holds a doaorate in 
football coaching, has authored six 
books and presented 30 papers in 
seminars and lectures the world over, 
exploded the myth that football in 
Bengal was far superior than the game 
played in the rest of the country. 
"Indian football, be it Bengal, Goa, 
Keiala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra or 
Karnataka is bad. The lacunae is in 
technique and physical 
conditioning," he frankly explained. 

"Indian football is lagging 25 years 
behind. While the concept of a Super 
Division League was conceived and 
implemented in the European. Latin 
American and Central Asian countries 
25 years ago, countries like India and 
Bangladesh in the South Asian Region 
arc still sticking on to their traditional 
praaices. India definitely has talented 
players, but they arc woefully short of 
technique and physical conditioning 
to tackle the modern robust football. 

"When 1 am talking about physical 
exercises it is not just running or 
stretching, I mean a player must be 
put through a physical training 
musculation schedule to develop the 
muscles of his body like a weightliftcr 
or a body builder. 

"In today's game, the players face 
each other in almost an eye for eye 
situation with 11 players facing 


another 1 1 in a one-to-one position. 
Darwin's rudimentary theory of 
survival of the fittest is the order of the 
day on the football field and the 
players obviously go for each other's 
jugular. In the process, injuries 
become very common and the 
players must be prepared to take 
everything in their stride. The Indian 
players with their soft altitude, lack of 
killer-instinct and fear of injury will 
never fit anywhere near the present 
scheme or things. 

"Anyway, I do not blame the 
players alone for the sorry state of 
affairs. In fact, it is the clubs where the 
players practise, which will have to 
take the initiative and come up with 
highly innovative reformation 
packages if at all Indian football has to 
stand up again." 

Showing extreme anger and 
exasperation at the attitude of some of 
the officials and players, the Uzbek 
national cited the example of the 
debacle in the Asia Cup. "After the 
fine showing.in the SAF Games which 
ended on December 27,1995,1 took a 
short break. By the time I returned 
around January 20, it was all chaos 
and confusion. The preparatory camp , 
for the Asia Cup was scheduled to start 
on that day but not a single player 
turned up as they were all busy 
playing in some tournamenLeither for 
their club or State sjde. The AIFF had 
scheduled three tournaments within 
27 days and all the national players 
were busy wearing club jersies. I just 
cannot understand how this could be 
done. It is wrong to cram too many 
tournaments in a short span of time. 

The players must be put through a 
proper schedule of training, 
competition and recovery." 

"From Jan 20 to Feb 15,1 sent six 
fax messages to the AIFF president 
Priyaranjan Das Munshi and secretary 
Lakshmannan. But, 1 was hardly 
given any time to prepare for the Asia 
Cup. As a last resort, the AIFF asked 
me to lake the boys from the Tata 
Academy and I went to Indonesia 
with 14 young players (five from the 
Tata Academy) in the 18 to 22 age 
group with hardly any international 
exposure and experience. I later got to 
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know that the AIFF secretary had not 
even read my fax messages." 

Akramov, who has set up a 
20-station training circuit to 
physically condition the Indian 
footballers, states that there is a silver 
lining behind every dark cloud and 
■ Indian football can look forward to 
better days if a determined effort is put 
in by one and all. Rating Bangalore as 
the ideal place for training because of 
its high attitude, he explained, 
"because of the higher attitude, the 
oxygen content is lower than that of 
the sea level. When sportspersons 
train here their lung capacity expand 
much more and they will feel very 
comfortable playing at the sea level." 

"1 have repeatedly pleaded 
with the AIFF to implement my 
suggestions, which appear to be 
falling on deaf cars. However, I am 
happy that the AIFF has at last agreed 
to implement my training, 
competition and recovery schedules 
for the pre-World Cup matches. 
Though some players feign injury, I 
am glad that the present set of 30 boys 
arc a honest and dedicated lot. The 
vegetariati dietary habits of some of 
the players is a constraint and cause 
for concern. If a footballer has to 
develop in the body-builder mould, 
he has to eat different kinds of meat." 

Detailing the blue print for the 
revival of Indian soccer, the chief 
coach said: "At the senior level, the 
game should be organised in a two or 
three-tier formal culminating in the 
Super Division League. While the 
second or the first division must be 
highly broad based, only the cream 
sht)uld compete in the super division 
for 10 months in a year in say two 
sessions of five months each with a 
one month gap in between as a 
transition period. The format should 
be so programmed that each team will 
get to play a match every six or four 
days to ensure a proper course of 
training, competition and recovery. 1 
shall repeatedly emphasise that 
training, competition and recovery 
must be an integral part of any 
schedule." 

Keeping the above in mind, he has 
also suggested a plan of action for 
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preparing the Indian learn for the 
pie-World Cup maichcs for which ihe 
first phase has concluded. “In the next 
five months, I propose to put the boys 
through a training, competition and 
recovery drill, which may also include 
playing a lew matches outside India, 
may be in some Central Asian 
countries like Uzbekistan and 
Kaz akhistan or some European 
countries. With the AIFF conceding to 
my request, 1 expect to take the boys 
out sometime shortly.” 

“My other suggestion, which 
however has not found favour, is that 
the AIFF should request the Asian 
Football Confederation to have the 
pre-World Cup matches on a home 
and away basis like it is done 
elsewhere. The home advantage will 
definitely give the players an added 
impetus to play very aggressively, 
while the natural tendency on a 
foreign soil will be to go on the 
defensive." 

Coming back to the national scene, 
he added that along with the senior 


league, competitions should also be 
held in the various age categories 
starting from the grassroots (school 
level) with a uniform plan ol action 
prevailing in all states and clubs." A 
proper infrastruaure is necessary for 
the development of any sport in any 
country. Here, I would like to cite the 
example of PSV Eindhoven, the top 
super division team of Holland. The 
club has about two football fields 
including a 50-metre by 90-metre 
indoor stadium for the rainy season, 
special trainers, swimming pools, 
special dining halls and a special 
restaurant lor the players. The club 
also has about 20 teams in the various 
age groups out of which the senior 
team emerges. While the club pays the 
senior players, the juniors arc 
provided with all the facilities 
including the diet that is needed to 
develop their skills." 

As far as 1 ndia is concerned, “In the 
first instance, the All India Football 
Federation must first expand and 
have a full-l1edgcd office with all the 


The AIFF attablithineiil pratidant P. R J)at 
Muitthi (laft) aad lacratary P.P.Laktlmiannan: 
will Ihay liitaa to Akramov for too long? 

office-bearers working under one 
roof. The present system of the 
president and the secretary shooting 
off instructions and circulars from 
different places will not help the cause 
of the game. The AIFF must then 
engage a band ol professionally 
dedicated personnel to oversee the 
conduct of the various programmes in 
different states and clubs under a 
common set of rules and regulations. 

For example, two or three senior 
officials must be designated to 
overlook and supervise the conduct of 
the Super Division League. They must 
be vested with the necessary 
authority to take and implement 
decisions for the good of the game. I 
once again stress that the seniors 
must play over a 10-month period 
with sufficient time for recovery and 
recuperat ion." 

D. Ram Raj, Bangalore 
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I 'M the first to admit that I'm not 
very good at cricket. My friends 
have always said that 1 would be the 
twelfth man, if our twelfth man 
wasn't sixty-six years old, with an 
artificial leg. 

We played a match recently. It went 
like this: first innings. We were 36 for 
9. This score was aided by 16 byes by a 
new fast bowler, they'd picked up 
somewhere up north. Iceland, at a 
guess. He was built like a whale, and 
travelled in from the boundary like a 
jet-propelled dolphin. 

1 thought that it was nice of them to 


"Middle," 1 said, in the right 
direaion this time. 

Three slips and a gully, plus a few 
others dotted around the field. Same 
arrangement, as they give Mr.Brian 
Lara. The bowler, who had gone to 
have a closer look at his friends by the 
sightscreen, tore himself away from 
their fascinating company and came 
in, as if to make up for lost time. He 
hurled himself into a cartwheel—^very 
athletic, these last bowlers,—and 1 
shut my eyes. 

I opened them when I heard an 
almighty crack. 1 looked behind me. 



cheer me when i went to the wicket, 
until I discovered that they were 
cheering the skipper who had just got 
out. It's a funny game. Why did they 
clap a guy who's just failed? Perhaps 
because he was the only member in 
our team to reach double figures. 
Bowled off an inside edge for ten. 

"li you could stay there, just a bit," 
he muttered, as he passed me,"sc> 
much the better." 

I missed the rest as he went on his 
way, but it sounded like, "Not 
blooming likely,". 

I arrived at the crease. 

"Middle," I said to the umpire. 

He paid no attention. Then 1 realised 
that 1 was taking guard from the 
square-leg umpire. These helmets do 
confuse me. Mine, that is. The square 
leg wasn't wearing a helmet. He 
hadn’t moved widi the times. I turned 
45 degrees. 
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The oft- stump was pointing west. The 
other stumps were unmoved. 36 all 
out. 

The captain received me with 
clenched fists. He did this quite often. 

"Clot, dolt," he raved, "why didn't 
you cover your off-stump?" 

1 resisted the temptation to ask him, 
with what—a tablecloth? So the 
bowler couldn’t see where it was? 
Anyway, if 1 had covered my 
off-stump (with myself, not the 
tablecloth), I would have had to take 
the lull impact of the delivery. In the 
interests of humanity I still feel that 1 
had chosen the better option. 

The captain lowered his voice to the 
intensity of a volcano. 

"Next innings, you hit the bali or 
you'll be thirteenth on the team." 

1 went away to think about it. The 
more I thought about it. the less 


recolleaion I had of any cricket team 
that had a number thirteen in its 
batting-up. Or in its list of bowlers. 

The second innings arrived. Our 
opponents had acquired the massive 
total of 5 5.We really had no hope. So I 
don't know why the skipper was so 
insistent. 

"Remember," he hissed as I started 
down the pavilion steps," hit that ball 
or Er*+@#" 

I marched to the middle, full of 
determination. I'd show him. So what 
we were 26 for 9.1 took guard and 
thank God, it wasn't that fast bowler 
again. He had retired to fine leg. To 
have another chat with his friends by 
the sightscreen, 1 suppose. This new 
bowler had no friends by the 
sightscreen. He turned his back on me 
and strode six paces. Then he gave an 
undignified little hop. Funny people 
these bowlers. Then he turned and 
came in running. 

,I didn't shut my eyes this time. 
These medium pacers are easy stuff. 
My bat came up. 1 shuffled forward 
and executed a beautiful cover drive. 
Mr.Brian Lara couldn’t have done it 
better. The ball hit the bat. I felt it. I 
didn’t see it but my eyes were on the 
cover boundary, waiting for the red 
sphere to fall over it. 

There was a shout. Arms arose. And 
one finger went up with them—the 
umpire's. These umpires are very 
restrained, except for sixes and 
leg-byes. This was one of the most 
momentous occasions of my life, and 
all that the umpire did was to lift one 
tiny little finger. How rude can you 
get? The end result: I was caught chest 
high at cover-point. 

The skipper was sitting, rocking 
himself to and Iro, with his eyes shut. 

"1 hit the ball," I said brightly. 

'You did," he replied, through 
clenched teeth, "but why, why, why? 
All you needed was to pad up to it. It 
was miles outside your off-stump." 

"At least, 1 wasn't bowled," 1 
protested. 

The next thing I knew, the skipper's 
fist kissed my chin and a couple of 
teeth fell in my hands. 

Anyone for cricket? 

T.S.Venkataraman 
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SUBTLEIMPACTI 

Indian fast bowler Jawagal 
Srinath is a man with a mission. 
But he prefers patience to naked 
aggression 
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”S/)e<*d is the key word ol Iasi howlint’. 
In fact, speed is the key word of life. . 
In order to he fit. you first have to he 
mentally fit ." 

.lawagal Srinath on Star Sports 


Jawagal Srinath is all set to try and bury 
England. Not by force, but by patience and 
cunning 


HE ihinH' 

people are willing to say 
just because they are doing a 
commercial on TV. Jawagal Srinath 
too falls into the above summation; 
which was probably why he went out 
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of his way to encapsulate a fast 
bowler's attitude to life. Aggressive, 
rash and competitive. it isan attitude 
which is linked to his professittn or 
rather specific job profile. 

Sadly, however, insj)ite ol the tact 
that Srinath went up and spouted all 
that nonsense on a sports channel's 
preview ol the Indian cricket team's 


lour of England, it would be prudent 
to mention that Srinath's mental 
equilibrium is not made up of these 
speulic components: fast, speed. 
Don't gel me wrong. I'm not saying 
that Srinath is not a talented bowler. 
Neither am I saying that he does not 
have speed, or is not fast. The fact is 
that Srinath's lundasabout bowling 



Srinath balimt that a subtle impact can 
causa the most damaoe 


arc applicable to bowling itself, not to 
life. Or to be specific, the way Srinath 
goes about life. He does not have a fast 
bowler’s in-your-face kind of attitude 
and neither does he want to go and 
cream a batsman everytime he is 
dispatched to the boundary. You see, 
India's premier fast bowler has a few 
personal principles of his own. 

Patience, lots of it, and guile. These 
are the mantras that Srinath prefers to 
chant everytime he is called up to do 
duty for his country. Which is why it is 


COVE R STORY 

LE IMPACT! 


equally ironical that Srinath's guru 
happens to be Dennis Lillee: professor 
Eme ritus of pace bowling (when 
you're making a professional 
assumption) and a man who had a 
pathological hatred for batsmen 
(when you're making a personal one). 
Jawagal Srinath does not happen to 
possess any of his mentor's 
characteristics. In fart, he is the 
complete opposite of his coach, 
though at the same time he wishes 
that he could have Lillee’s tally of Test 
wickets. 

Is India's main strike bowler an 
introvert? Possibly. It is reflected in 
the way in which he is so unsure 
about his new found celebrity. Or the 
fact that he has suddenly been 
elevated to the post of India's opening 
bowler. There was a time when 
Srinath, inspite of the potential that 
he possessed, was forced to play a 
supporting role to Kapil Dev and 
Manoj Prabhakar. Today, however, 
Srinath finds that he has no one lor 
company but himself. 

Suits him fine. Afterall, as we said, 
he is an iiitrovert. Which also 
probably explains why he does not 
offer an opinion during team 
meeting's (unless he is directly asked 
to do so), or the fact that he would 
much rather tear himself away from 
ail the pre-match plotting and unwind 
with a little walk (by himself, of 
course) through the countryside. 

Why, he even likes his drinks to have a 
little bit ol character and subtlety, 
preferring to slowly sip a little cream 
liqueur rather than guzzle litres of the 
lethal stuff. It would only bring out 
that part of him which he is, so far, 
unaccustomed to seeing. And if that 
ever happens, the gentle and laid back 
Srinath would start fearing himself. 

Indian cricket does not want their 
main fast bowler to oscillate between 
being Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. They 
like Srinath as he is: tall, shy, gentle 
and subtly destructive. The English 
cricketers too feci the same way about 


Srinath. They know that he is a quiet 
fellow, but that does not mean that 
they aren't taking his bowling 
seriously. They have evidence (if Ray 
Illingworth has managed to get a few 
video tapes) that Srinath is no- 
pushover in terms of being a fast 
bowler. In fact, his performances for 
Gloucestershire last season, coupled 
with manager Sandeep Patil's 
personal summation of his skills bear 
testimony to that fact. "He has plenty 
of aggression when it comes to 
bowling," endorsed Patil. "He, 
however, does not want to waste it by 
exploding off the field. He channelises 
it and that is always the best way." 

As far as English cricket is 
concerned, their think-tank are 
already holding power meetings to 
counter the threat that Srinath might 
pose during this summer. For 
their reference, they have only to look 
back at last season when 
Gloucestershire imported Srinath's 
talents and he in turn rewarded them 
with 87 championship victims to 
reinforce their decision. During that 
summer, Gloucestershire was also 
given evidence of one hard fact: 
Srinath could not only bowl fast but 
he was also mean and vicious. To add 
TO his skills, was another important 
fact—Srinath had very perceptive 
brain cells. Add to that the lact that he 
was returning to England to do battle 
and bring honour not to county but 
for country and there are no prizes for 
guessing whose side Jawagal Srinath 
is on. 

There are of course other reasons. 
One of them is the lact that Srinath 
never really took off during India's 
World Cup campaign at home. The 
fact that India made a sudden exit 
from the competition only made 
things worse. To rub salt to his 
wounds, it was Srinath who made the 
initial dents into Sri Lanka's 
destructive batting line-up in the semi 
finals at Calcutta. Two wickets for one 
run in the opening over itself. What 
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more do you want? The nightmare 
continues to haunt him... 

“Sri was very disappointed by his 
overall performance in the 
competition and wants to make up for 
it here in England.' said team 


manager Sandeep Patil before 
blaming other forces that conspired to 
neutralise him. "1 don't blame him for 
what happened to us. There is very 
little left in one-day cricket for fast 
bowlers with all the restrictions they 


have introduced. He only has to get 
the ball swinging a bit and the umpires 
start calling wide.' 

If there arc any deficiencies in 
Srinath’s bowling skills, it is his 
inability sometimes to control the 





swinging ball. This, however, Hoes not 
mean that he has not taken 
congisance of the faa. If there is 

SriMlIif IflftI ralaxing wHh ttnmmta 
Vankataati Raja. Aa far aa crickai goaa his 
sdacatrsn is m fram complsis 


ASHKE CHAKKABOATV 


ASHOKF CHAKRABORry 






anything that he truly detests, it is the 
wasted delivery. He feels that it takes 
away half the thrill in his efforts to 
humble and cripple the batsman. In 
this regard, Srinath would love to 
emulate the feats and skills of his 
mentor, Dennis Lillee. In faa, he goes 
out of his way to try and iron out his 
flaws, while at the same time 
sharpening his skills at the MRF Pace 
Academy in Madras. It is the school to 
which his master makes bi-annual 
visits to. *I have not found a better 
coach than Dennis," Srinath 
confirmed. "He's never tried to 


Baing Mia's main fast bowlar aiaans that 
Sriaath baa to cany a lot of axcatt baggags on 
hionbooMon 


change my aaion. which is totally 
natural. But he has taught me a lot 
about how and where to bowl on 
different types of wickets against 
different types of batsmen." 

It is perhaps the engineer in Srinath 
that makes him aware of the little 
nitty-gritties that he has to sort out. He 
is aware of the faa that that fast 
bowling is not about speed. It is the 
ability to control that speed and adapt 
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to different conditions that separates a 
good fast howler from a great one. The 
engineer from Mysore college is also 
awake to the faa that as far as cricket 
goes, his education is far from 
complete. The learning process in this 
case never stops. Srinath's immediate 
aim therefore is to try and improve his 
overall strike rate in Tests. His 46 
wickets which have come in 18 Tests 
have been taken at a rather costly 
average of 35 runs per victim. Srinath 
accepts this fact with the humility that 
has become a part of his nature. 

Which is why manager Sandeep Patil 
comes to his rescue saying, "He still 
feels that he has a lot to learn. He is our 
senior paceman, but he would be the 
last person to say that he is the 
complete fast bowler." 

If that is an expert opinion, then the 
cricketers who faced Srinath in his 
county debut lor Gloucestershire, last 
year have a dilferent story to tell: 
Srinath, according to them, is slowly 
getting up there with the best. The 
powers-that-be in Gloucestershire 
itself are saying their novenas to 
this bowler whose efforts with the ball 
were perhaps the sole reason why 
their county placed sixth In the overall 
championship. This incidentally was 
their highest finish in eight years. 
Srinath on his part would have 
definitely gone on to try and take 100 
wickets like his countryman, Anil 
Kumjtle had he not been sidelined due 
to sheer fatigue. 

"Srinath howls long accurate spells 
and swings the ball both ways if the 
conditions are right lor him," 
endorsed his county teammate Kevin 
Cooper. "But what makes him really 
dangerous is his subtle ability to 
change his pace. A batsman can face 
four oi live gentle deliveries on the 
trot and then suddenly, without 
changing his action, he will produce a 
ball that is really quick." But his 
bowling skills alone are not the only 
quality that has endeared Srinath to 
Gloucestershire. It is also the fact 
that he is a thorough gentleman. The 
office girls at the county's club will 

Today, Srinath's immodiate aim is to do woll 
for India. Aftor that ho is opon to offora from 
countias...snv county 




whole-heartedly endorse this view. 
They were quite moved when Srinath 
treated them (make that all of them) 
to an end-of- season meal. 

U was not just with a heavy heart 
that his county releajed Srinath. It 
was lor other reasons as well. If 
Gloucestershire had not offered 
Courtney Walsh, their captain, a new 
two-year contract to take him up to 
the end of the century (1999), after 
which there will be a rule allowing 
only one overseas player per team in 
county cricket, Srinath would have 


Guile and cunning are the hallmarkt of 
Srinath's character 

surely stayed on. As it is he admits that 
the county experience has developed 
him further as a bowler. Which is 
probably why he is going to join 
anothercoutity as soon as he gets an 
offer. "My immediate aim is to well lor 
India," he said. "But at the end of it, 1 
will be hoping to find a i ounty to take 
me on for two years. Since I cannot go 
back to Gloucestershire, any county 
will do.” 

Right now it is his country that must 


get his full priority. Srinath will be 
hoping to serve notice of his skills 
during India's lour of England. Sure 
he knows that there arc other 
larger-than-life stars in the Indian 
team who will be going out of their 
way to justify their reputations and 
being as low profile as he is, Srinath 
will be only too relieved to hide away 
from the spotlight. Too late, the 
English cricketers know all about him 
now. They also know that .lawagai 
Srinath loves to make a subtle impact. 
Aftcrall, it can cause the most damage. 
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NEEDED; A 
CHANGE OF 
ATTITUDE 


While the rest of the cricketing world has adopted the one-day game 
whole-heartedly, the headquarters of world cricket, England, are still 
dragging their feet over this highly popular format 


BY WILLIAM RHODES 


NE of the main reasons for 
il ■ England not doing so well 
A L in one-day internationals 
is that they do not play too 
much ol it. Srmiehow, theTCCB in 
England has always looked at one-day 
games as some sort of a pariah, 
although it is such a popular thing and 
iraught with commercial possibilities. 

For example, the three-nation 
Singer Cup in Singapore did not 
attract a large crowd but the television 
audiences paid for the bills and the 
prize money. In Canada, in 
mid-September, India will play 
Pakistan in a series of five 
internationals on turl pitches. This is a 
g(H»d commercial possibility because 
there are a large number ol Indian and 
Pakistani immigrants in the US and 
Canada. From the way things are 
going, it is only a matter ol time before 
America will become a regular host of 
one-day internationals. 

England and the TCCB will have to 
get out of their time warp. If they had 
their way, they wouldn't have 
allowed the Singer Cup to be played in 
Singapore at all. Take a look at the 
following statistics: since 1986, 
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England has played only 134 one day 
internationals. On the other hand, 
Australia has played212, while India, 
Pakistan and the West Indies have 
played 204,224 and 209 
respectively. 

"What is clear," said English 
captain Mike Atherton, "is that 
England's domestic programme has 
changed very little over the last 25 
years. Virtually every other country 
now constructs their domestic season 
around the post-Packer Australian 
prototype with a World Series 
international tournament around 
Test matches that are lightly bunched 
together. Some would say that our 
fixture list is out-dated." 

Atherton goes on to defend the need 
for more one-day internationals, 
"When the national team plays more 
one-day internationals at home, it 
gives greater exposure to high quality 
international cricket and a higher 
profile for cricket generally." 

There is now a growing pressure to 
have a three-nation summer 
tournament when a Test team is 
touring, like what is happening this 
season. There is talk ol calling Sri 
Lanka, the current World Cup 


champions, to participate in a three 
nation competition next summer 
along with the touring Australians. 
Now whether the TCCB, mostly old 
foggies living in a dream world, will 
come out and agree to these changes is 
going to be a matter of conjecture. But 
for the sake of English cricket, changes 
have to be made quickly. 

One marked benefit of having one 
day internationals at home is that new 
players like Alistair Brown and Adam 
Hollioake would gain much needed 
experience. The tme day game is an 
oven <if steaming pressure, quick 
thinking and requires mental 
strength. After that, playing Test 
matches is very easy. It has been seen 
that most of England's debutants have 
sunk under media pressure, having 
not had the experience of pressure in 
one day internationals. When a player 
has played close to 50 one-day 
internationals in front of large 
audiences, then the transfer to Test 
cricket can be done painlessly. For 
example: Australia's Stuart Law has 
become a player of wide international 
experience. But so far, he has only 
played one Test match. 

So, one day cricket has a lot of 
intrinsic value. Adds Mike Atherton, 




"I feel that modern players value 
one-day cricket, not only for the 
benefit it has brought to the longer 
game but also for its own intrinsic 
value. They are, after all, great fun. 

"Players themselves have adapted 


to the rules and become flexible as a 
result. The fielding is of a higher 
standard than ever before. New shots 
such as the reverse sweep are 
perfected and yorkers and slower balls 
are now an essential prerequisite for 


Michael Mhartm (in picture) aayi England 
should play much more ana-day inlamalionalf 
than th^ ara doing at prsaant 

any one-day bowler." 

So, is the TCCB listening? • 
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'I'M BUYING 
HARD TO COME 

says PRA VINAMRE, one of India's talented cricketers, whose international 
career has been derailed for some time now 

KAMAL JULKA 




SANIOSHr.MO'iM 


SACK' 





His cricketing career has seen more 
downs than ups. In fact, Pravin 
Amre's fluauating tug-of-war with 
fate has got iittie to do with him being 
a bad cricketer. To be honest, if there is 
any cricketer who deserves a medal 
for sheer effort alone, it must be 
Pravin Amre. He has spared no effort 
to try and be a member of the Indian 
cricket team. While there were 
talented cricketers who nursed a 
desire to play for high profile teams in 
India, just so that they couid be 
noticed by scoring runs of a weaker 
opposition, Pravin Amre did Just the 
opposite. He played for a /oiV profile 
and rather weak Railways. Amre's 
aim was simpie: he wanted to play 
against a stronger opposition and 
score tons of runs off them. Surely this 
was away to attract the selectors. The 
ploy worked but only momentarily. 
Today the shy and introverted Pravin 
Amre is out of favour with the 
seleaors. But does that mean he will 
despair?No. even he knows that there 
is only one way to get back into the 
Indian team: by scoring runs. 


How does It feel to be out of the 
Indian cricket team for so long? 

It's not the end of the world. I don't 
think that being dropped for two or 
three seasons means the end of my 
career. Itie main thing is performance 
and so I am concentrating on that. As 
far as the statistics show, I have played 
11 Test matches with an average of 43. 

tavia Anm ia bit finast mwiiMiC soarhii ■ 
eaabHv aa Mat agaim Saalb AMoa 



Besides that, I was an useful fielder too. 
After the New Zealand tour, in 
1993-94,1 was dropped. My last 
match was during the Hero Cup in 
Calcutta. It was a great experience, the 
crowd was simply fantastic, and I was 
thrilled that India won. 

Your century on debut at Durban 
in 1992 has been rated as one of 
your best innings. Do you think 
so? 

Actually, I felt very happy, not 
because I scored a century but because 
it helped India save the follow-on. 

That was the most thrilling part of 
scoring that century. The pitch was 
very good and firm, so I could play my 
natural game. 

Later, in that same series, you 
scored a brilliant SO and helped 
India to victory in the one-day 
scries? 

That was also a very good innings. 1 
won the 'Man Of The Match Award'. 
We were really down in that match. 
The situation was very tense and tight 
when I came out to bat. But I steeled 
myself to remain calm and cool under 
pressure. It was important that I kept 
my wicket. And so, I was really happy 
when I managed to score 80, and 
helped India to come out triumphant. 
It was really a wonderful match! But 
out of seven one-day internationals 
that we played, we won only two. 
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You have always done well on the get a India cap against the South had just won an India cap, we were 

domestic circuit... African 5 .It was, of course, one of the also making history. We were the first 

Yes, I have been very successful in the happiest moments of my life. country tr> play against South Africa, 

domestic circuit from the very after they had been isolated for so 

beginning. Before playing for India, I Talking about South Africa again, many years. The reception there was 

rattled up 246 in the Irani Trophy and how was the experience? stupendous. The people were really 

double centuries in all the Duleep Well, undoubtedly, it was a great warm and friendly and went out of 

Trophy matches. That enabled me to experience. Apart from the fact that I their way to welcome us. More so. 
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mong the people ol Indian origin, 
hey were thrilled that we had come 
) South Africa. All in all, it was a 
irtally unforgettable experience. 

i'he South Africans have become 
virtually unbeatable in world 
cricket today. What do you think 
of them as a team? 

Well they have an exceptional 
standard of fielding. That is the first 
thing that strikes you about them. 
Coupled with their fielding is their 
very high level of commitment and 
sense of profcssionaiism. Ailan 
Donald, their strike bowler, is very 
sharp and quick. Brian McMillan, 
who is reputed to be one of the top 
all-rounders in the game today, is very 
useful both with the bat and ball. In 
fact, he is a tireless competitor. His 

biggest advantage is that, he is a 
thlnke” and is always trying out ways 
and means to get the batsman out. But 
for me, the most toughest bowler that 
I have faced is Curtley Ambrose of the 
West Indies. He not only generates a 
lot of pace but also has a lot of 
variation in his bowling, which makes 
him very difficult to read. 

Are you preparing yourself for a 
comeback? 

1 am vying to perform to the best of 
my ability in each and every match 
that I play in. I am trying to take every 
match seriously, There are no half 
measures for me anymore. I know that 
scoring runs, lots of it, is the best 
answer. Last season, 1 scored 150 
against East Zone. Then there was a 80 
in the Wills Trophy and 170 for 
Rajasthan against Uttar Pradesh. 

But there are players like Vinod 
Kambli who inight get the first 
chance. This means that they will 
take your place. 

Yes, it's true that Vinod Kambli is in 
the queue. But when I first made it to 
the Indian squad, a lot of famous 
players were also there. 1 know this 
much; if I can go on performing 
consistently, then no one can keep me 
out of the team for a long period. 

There has been talk In different 


comers and among the crltia that 
your technique has deficiencies. Is 
this prompting the selectors to 
ignore you?? 

Yes, people did talk about my 
technique or rather the lack of it. They 
started saying that I was a wonder in 
domestic cricket but when it came to 
international cricket, 1 was 
unimpressive...not up to the mark. 
Okay, so 1 don't have a perfect 
technique but that has never come in 


the way of scoring runs. And what is 
more important: technique or the 
ability to score lots of runs inspite of a 
so-called bad technique? I mean, 1 
have scored quite a bit of runs at the 
international level. So why should 
people criticise my technique? There 
is only one answer to all this: I have 
finally understood that one has to 
perform well to combat this negative 
criticism. 

Interviewed by Mitali Ghoshal 
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_ INTERVIEW 

Joshi Checks In... 

Sunil Joshi the talented aU rounder from Karnataka has finally 
booked himself a berth in the Indian cricket team for the England 
tour. But where does he go from here? 


F rom the rural setting of Gadag in 
the relatively backward Dharwad 
distria to the national cricket squad 
for the tour of England it has been a 
long way for Sunil Bhandachary 
Joshi, the 2 5-year-old son of a former 
Railway superintendent. Inspired by 
his late father, who was also a cricket 
enthusiast, Joshi followed the 
footsteps of his brother Ashok, but did 
one better as Ashok has only 
represented the Karnataka 
University, Dharwad. 

The zest to succeed at the highest 
echelons of the game made young 
Joshi wake up in the wee hours, when 
most other children would still be 
cozily tucked in their beds, catch a 
train to Hubli to practise cricket from 
6.30 a.m. to 9.00 a.m., and return to 
Gadag by bus to attend school on time. 
That there is no substitute to hard 
work, may sound like a much 
hackneyed cliche, but Sunil Joshi is a 
classical example which demonstrates 
that sheer hard work and 
determination can take a person to 
the pinnacle of glory. 

Mentally tucking away the useful 
hints that he got from the senior 
players both from his club and the 
state sides, Sunil Joshi picked up the 
nuances and intricacies of a left-arm 
spin Dowler as well as a left-arm 
middle order batsmen So much so, 
that he became the pivot of the 
Karnataka team (especially when the 
side did not have the services of 
Javagal Srinath, Anil Kumble and 
Venkatesh Prasad, who were doing 
duty for the country).He anchored the 
batting whenever required, coming 
down as late as eighth in the order and 
bowling the opposition out with his 
spin. 

When asked about his inclusion 
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into the Indian team Joshi modestly 
maintained that he owed his rise to his 
family, friends and mentors,both 
on-and-off the field. In Karnataka's 
hour of triumph, Joshi achieved the 
unique double of claiming 52 wickets 
and scoring over 500 runs in a season. 

Following arc excerpts of the 
interview: . 

What was your Immediate 
reaction on being selected for the 
Indian team for the tour of 
England ? 

1 am very happy and thankful to my 
parents, brother Ashok and Mr 
Munnagulegudd, my lecturer at 
KVSR College, Gadag. Ashok and my 
lecturer have also played cricket tor 
Karnataka University, Dharwad. 1 am 
also grateful to Anil, Javagal, Venky 
(Venkatesh Prasad) and Rahul for 
helping me from all angles. 

What inspired you to take to 
cricket ? 

My brother set the trend in the family 
on the encouragement of my late 
father, Bhandachary Joshi, who was a 
railway superintendent at Gadag. My 
father used to go and watch the 
matches whenever my brother played 
and inspired me to follow his 
footsteps. A number of my cousins 
have also played cricket at the college 
and university levels. 

Who was responsible for shaping 
you into a fine all-rounder ? 

It is a difficult question to answer as 1 
owe a lot of gratitude 
people who have given me a lot of 
guidance and encouragement and I 
think 1 am very fortunate to have had 
so many well-wishers. Initially, it was 
my brother and leaurer who inspired 


and encouraged me. In Bangalore, Mr 
Jaganath of the Social Cricketers was 
very helpful to me. In faa, Mr 
Jaganath was responsible for getting 
me the job in Syndicate Bank. When I 
was seleaed to play for the Karnataka 
team, Raghuram Bhatl and Jeshwant 
were already there. Both of them 
were very kind to me and gave me 
very useful bowling tips, which 
helped me become a better bowler. 

Bhatt in particular, showed a lot of 
interest in my progress and whenever 
I lapsed in concentration, he used to 
immediately pull me back to the task 
on hand. As far as my batting goes, 1 
owe it completely to Dayanand Shetty 
of A.K. Industries, Hubli. Dayanand 
promoted me from number 11 
position to number three. In the 
beginning, 1 did not fit into the role 
very well and was very nervous. But, 
Dayanand persisted with me in that 
position and bottsted my confidence 
with his regular advice. 1 soon began 
to prosper as a batsman also. 

The words of Dayanand still ring in 
my ears and his advice has stood me in 
good stead. A person Itecomes a good 
cricketer only if he has the fielding 
ability. This aspect of my cricket 
was fine tuned by the present cricket 
manager Roger Binny. As I had said 
earlier. Anil Kumble, Srinath, 
Venkatesh Prasad and Rahul have also 
guided me through ail angles of the 
game. 

What do you expect to achieve 
from this tour ? 

I think this is a great opportunity for 
me to further improve my skills at the 
international level. The exposure, 1 
am sure, will do me a world of good 
and if given the breaks. I will give 
more than 100 per cent.be it batting. 





b(>wlin(> or fielding and try and win 
the game for my country. 

What about your statistics in 
domestic cricket ? 

I have so far played 24 Ranji Trophy 


Sunil Joslii: hoping to well in England 

matches in which I have scored 1,278 
runs including three centuries and 
eight fifties. 1 have also claimed 87 


wickets so far with seven for 60 
against Hyderabad being my best 
effort. I have also played three Duleep 
Trophy matches in which I have taken 
14 wickets. 

Interviewed by D Ram Raj 
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CRASH, BANG 




That's the sound of the 
cricket ball hitting the 
fence. And you can be 
sure that there's only 
one person hitting them: 
SANATH JA YASURIYA 


ANATH JAYASURIYA. These 
two words now signify 
explosiveness, dare-devilry, 
hatting that destroys bowlers, 
team strategics and hopes, Sanath 
.layasuriya is Sri Lanka's prototype ol 
Srikkanth, The man who, when he 
stands at the crease, a casual, relaxed 
look on Ins lace, sends flutters 
through the opposition, excited 
anticipation among the spectators and 
a guaranteed box office success. And 
to think that just three years ago, 
nobody had heard of him. He had 
been in the middle of the Sri Lankan 
batting order and by the time, he came 
to the crease, Sri Lanka was usually 
with their back to the wall. Then there 
was his bowling: gentle, left arm spin 
that sometimes beguiled batsmen and 
enabled him to get wickets that turned 
the course ol matches lor Sri Lanka, 

At some point ol lime, Arjuna 
Raiiatimga realised that Sanath 
.la>asuriya had a lot of potential that 
had not been tapped at all. So he 
|)romoied the 26-year-old .layasuriya 
up the order, Jayasuriya's lirst burst of 
success as an opener came in the 1994 
Singer Tiophy, where he scored three 
consecutive half-centuries. He 
formed a dynamk opening 
partnership with wicket-keeper 
Romesh Kaluwitharana during the 


Jayaiuriya has ravoliitioniaad the art ot batting 
witb bia explosive attacking in the firal 15 oven 
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WILLS 



BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 


THUD! 



Benson fr Hedges World Series in 
AuMralia, belore returning lor the 
World Cup. And it was in the World 
Cup that Jayasuriya reached his 
apotheosis. 

Statistics will show that Jayasuriya 
started the World Cup in Colombo, 
against Zimbabwe disastrously, but 
soon got Into his stride. He went for 
the Indian bowling in the league ' 
match in Delhi, hitting 79 and giving 
his side—chasing 272 to win,—a 
flying start. He tore apart the bowling 
with his swashbuckling cuts, hooks 
and pulls, taking 22 off Manoj 
Prabhakar in the third over of the 
innings (little realising that he was 


virtually sending Prabhakar into 
reiireineiit.) The Sri Lankans reached 
50 runs in less than live overs. It was a 
psychologically imiioriant win lor the 
islanders who have, until recently, 
had a poor record against India. Then, 
against England, in the quarter finals, 
Jayasuriya hammered 82 off 44 balls 
and look the match away from the 
Englishmen in the early overs itself. 

However, what tilled the scales his 
way for the Most Valuable Player title 
was his lion-hearted performance 
against India in the semi final at Eden 
Gardens, in Calcutta. Out in the very 
first over of the match, Jayasuriya's 
big effort came when the Indians 


Jaynuriya racaiving ttia Baat Playar award 
after the Singer Cup tournament in Singapore 


began their 50 overs. He first pulled off 
an excellent catch to pack Navjot 
Singh Sidhu off and then, bowling his 
slow left-arm stuff (which has 
brought him 71 wickets before the 
World Cup), he plucked the prize 
wicket of Sachin Tendulkar, who was 
drawn out, to be stumped by 
Kaluwitharana • 

Using the crumbling wicket 
cleverly, Jayasuriya pitched into the 
rough and started turning the ball. He 
beat the sweeping willow of two men 
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in form, Sanjay Manjrekarand Ajay 
Jadt'ja, bowling them around their 
legs. From 97 for 1, Indian were soon 
120 for 8 and out ol the World Cup. 

It is often said that the game is 
played in the mind. But in Sanath 
Jayasuriya's case, it has been a clear 
case of the mind transforming his 
game, and, to an extent, his 
personality too. There was really no 
contest for the Audi car given to the 
Most Valuable Player ol the 
Tournament. 

Alter the World Cup was over, one 
would have thought that the 
euphoria of victory and the wild 
celebrations in Colombo would have 
sapped Jayasuriya’s hunger for 
brilliance. But that was not to be, as in 
the Singer Cup in Singapore, 
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Jayastiriya sealed another peak 
effortlessly. Or, to put it in a 
metereological way: Typhoon 
Jayasuriya hit Singapore. 

In the match against Pakistan, he set 
four world records. He hit the fastest 
50 in international cricket, scoring it 
off just 17 balls. He smashed 154 in a 
65-ball innings, and he scored his 
century in just 48 deliveries, bettering 
Azhar's record of a century in 62 balls. 
His 11 sixes in an innings was three 
more than what Gordon Greenidge of 
the West Indies achieved against India 
in '89. The opener also lifted the 
left-arm spin of Aamir Sohail lor four 
consecutive sixes in an over which 
yielded 30 runs, including a wide, for 
yet another record. Four records in a 
single match. Not many cricketers can 


TIm slow lafi-irm apin of JmMiiriya daatroyad 
India in tha aami final of thn willa World Cup 


achieve that. 

A thrilled Jayasuriya said, "I did not 
realise that 1 was involved in all those 
records. It was only when I was in the 
team tent that 1 was told of these 
achievements." Then he added with a 
smile, "I saw the ball early. I never felt 
threatened by any ol the bowlers the 
whole day long. 1 just played my 
normal game." 

II Sanath Jayasuriya continues to 
play his normar game, international 
cricketers are going to head for some 
pretty abnormal times. • 
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A Joy! 

T he Indian team, as a whole, is 
undoubtedly experiencing a 
tough time,but one of them has 
just the opposite thing to offer. 
No, he is not Sachin Tendulkar. 
He is, of course, the most lively 
element in the Indian cricket 
team: Ajay Jadeja. 

His scintillating knock in 
Bangalore against Pakistan 
astounded the cricketing world. 
Unfortunately, he failed in 
Singapore, but Shaijah saw this 
young man in his gamine style. 
For sure, he is going to bestow 


No Sense 

T he team chosen to tour 
England made even less 
sense than the one that was sent 
to Singapore and Shaijah. Not 
only were Kambll, Prabhakar and 


India with some emphatic wins in 
England too. 

Not only with the bat, Jadeja 
even proved himself as an useful 
bowler. But the most striking part 
of his game is surely his fielding. 
He is gradually turning out to be a 
perfect all-rounder. But he is 
something more than that. He is 
the most energetic guy on the 
field. He is a perfea team man 
whose presence motivates his 
team-mates. He is a real fighter 
with a soothing smile on his face. 

PAYOSHNIMITRA 

Calcutta. 


Salil Ankola not recaUed, but 
Rahul Dravld remained in the 
side, despite having failed in his 
four tries. 

SAMIR MARX MAHAJAN, 

Chandigarh. 


A Correct Relfection 

R ahul 

CHANDAWARKAR'S 
article 'horse trading rears its 
ugly head* (SportswoWd,24th 
April) seemed to be a reflection of 
my feelings. Thanks Rahul] 

The article ends with the 
sentence, 'Is Bindra listening?' 
And this is where Chandawarkar 
committed the blunder. The 
question should read: is Mr. 
Eindra more interested in his 
personal image and support 
base,in the first place? That is the 
question. 


ARTAMISHRA, 

Cuttack. 
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WORLD 


OF TENNIS 


SVENGAU! 


INTERVIEWED BY PAUL FEIN 


In the world of 
professional tennis. Ion 
Tiriac is the 'great 
survivor'. A man of 
many parts, and words 

Mention the name Ion Tiriat, and this 
larger-than-life Transylvanian 
conjures up all sorts of images. 

As flic Nastase's mentor, sidekick 
and doubles partner, Tiriac often 
drove opponents crazy, not with his 
awkward strokes but with his 
maddening and occasionally 
unethical antics. The mischievous 
twosome carried Romania to three 
Davis Cup finals even though Tiriac, 
an Olympic ice hockey player who 
started tennis late, admitted 'Tam best 
tennis player who cannot play tennis." 

Tiriac parlayed his fierce 
competitiveness, tactical shrewdness 
and international contacts into a 
multi-faceted career after his pro tour 
days. "The ultimate survivor"—as 
Arthur Ashe described him—lias 
flourished as a coach, agent, business 
manager, tournament promoter, 
businessman, banker,TV station 
owner and humanitarian. 

Once known for eating champagne 
glasses and never letting a smile out 
from underneath his sinister-looking 
moustache, Tiriac now epitomizes 
respectability and htipe in 
post-communist Romania. 

Who is this mysterious character 
nicknamed "Count Dracula" ? What 
does he think of today's game and 
players, especially former protege 
Boris Becker and current client Goran 
Ivanisevic ? And what makes this 
one-time bad boy ot the tennis world 
now a good guy in Romania ? 

Highly intelligent, complex and 
surprisingly moralistic, Tiriac tells 
(almost) all in this no-serves-barred 
interview. 
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Your rags to riches life story is 
quite remarkable. You came from 
a poor family, your father died 
when you were 11 and you 
worked as a teenager in a truck 
factory in Brasov. Now you are a 
business tycoon and bank owner 
and have a fleet of expensive cars. 
How important were your 
humble beginnings in shaping 
and explaining your great success 
•> 

I am not a business tycoon. 1 am not a 
bank owner. 1 am a shareholder in a 
bank—^not even a majority 
shareholder—and have only 32 per 
cent in that bank. And 1 don't like the 
word tycoon. I think that if you start at 
the ground, you are always going to 
keep contact with the ground, and 
you have the values of life in your 
view all the time. You can appreciate 
what high is, what low is, what 
medium is, and you can probably 
appreciate much more the benefits of 
a belter life. 

How much of your success has 
resulted from your love of doing 
business and making deals ? 

Doing business and doing ventures is 
something that one can learn the 
basics of at a school or university, but 
mtbody is going to teach you the 
practical things in life. So you have to 
go through life and learn them 
yourself. Particularly if you start with 
a simple life, as you said in the first 
question, you go slowly, slowly. And 
il you have some morals and ethics, 
you know exatily what you buy and 
sell, and particularly il your business is 
not a one-time business, then you can 
do business only if it is beneficial for 
both sides. Then the business is going 
to repeat itself. 

Twenty-five years ago when your 
talented pal Hie Nastase brought 
charisma and craziness to pro 


tennis, did you ever think that 
some day he might become mayor 
of Bucharest, as recent polls 
Indicate he likely will be ? 

1 think that an athlete is a human 
being with an excess of the normal 
qualities, partinilarly in areas like 
determination for winning. Sport 
teaches you mainly that there is one 
winner and one loser. As long as you 
are the loser and you did everything in 
your power to win, you are an indirect 
winner as well. And you then prepare 
to win for tomorrow. So, il you 
inquire: Can an athlete be anything > 
Yes, he can. Whatever you miss by not 
attending school to be a professional 
athlete, you make it up 10 times over 
in your-life school. And you have 
another huge advantage: your 
relations and contacts and your 
resjiect are important assets after your 
sports career. 

You know Nastase as well as 
anyone. What kind of mayor do 
you think he would be ? 

Nastase has a lot of disadvantages in 
this new career, lie was never an 
administrator, never a coordinator. 
But he has a plus that no one else in 
Romania has. Thai's his contacts, 
charisma and assets that he earned in 
the last 30-40 years of sports. 11 
Nastase is elected and he's smart 
enough, he's probably going to choose 
his team very carelully and 
let other petiple do the administration 
and everything else. And he will just 
be the leader, not only internally in 
Romania but also on the international 
level ol achieving lor Bucharest the 
recognition as well as the partners 
needed in such a big city. 

Last December the 
media mentioned you as a 
possible candidate for president 
of Romania. Would you like to be 
president or hold any other 




COLORSPORT 



Tiritc it the man who had the attabllahinaiit 
for braakfaBt..Ho alto ate champagne glauas 


political office ? 

This is a six-year-old story and 
speculation. From the start of 
Romania's changes, I made it 
absolutely clear that, for the time 
being, I am not interested in politics or 
holding any political office that I 
might be offered or might be elected 
to. In countries like Romania, which 
you could call new or reborn 
countries, the people like to identify 
with somebody. For example, 

Nastase, the mayor of Bucharest. In 
the same way, they would like to 
identify with someone else, maybe 
Ion Tiriac. I am not an opportunist. 
Right now I don't think I could make a 
good president because I don't have 
the background of political work or of 
leading an economy and taking the 
resi>onsibiMty for 23 million people. 
That would be too much for me. 1 am 
working now lor a group of 
companies that I am a shareholder for 
in and outside ol Romania lor 5,000 
people. Even that is the biggest 
nightmare ol my lifi'—thinking that 
5,000 souls depend on my ability to 
give them work and paychecks to take 
home every month. 

You were never as close with 
Boris as you were with Guiliernio 
Vilas, but you cieserve 
considerable credit for 
discovering and developing him 
into a champion. Has Boris' career 
been as successful as you thought 
it could have and should have 
been? 

Vilas was the best tennis player of 
all-time considering the (modest) 
natural talent he had. Talent is one 
thing; working power is another 
thing; results are the ultimate 
measure. Becker is a great player. But 
he should have won at least three 



times more than he won until now. 


In 1994 you said that your greatest 
regre^t about working with Boris 
was that "I have not made a man 
of him." What exactly did you 
mean? 
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I don’t want to comment very much 
on Mr Becker. Put it this way: I have 
my standards and my views about 
human beings and personalities. I 
stick with that. It's probably too late 
for my philosophy to change. I dtin'i 
want to elaborate more than that. 

How successful has the Ion Tiriac 
Commercial Bank been in its 
efforts to increase export growth 
and increase confidence in your 
currency in order to improve the 
foreign exchange rate ? 

The bank started from nothing four or 
five years ago, and now it's one of the 
top four banks in Romania. It's the 
only 100 per cent private bank that is 
completely accepted from the World 
Bank to the European Bank of 
Development and Reconstruaion 
which is a 20 per cent partner in the 
bank. It's a bank that helps private 
enterprises, and it makes loans and 
investments to the private sector as 
well as to the state sector. It is not an 
easy task because the businesses are 
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sometimes shaky. But without this 
financial structure, none of Romania 
could survive. While the beginning 
was difficult, the bank has done 
extremely well. It's not a very large 
bank though it has 800 employees 
already in 14 branches throughout 
the country. But it's better to keep it at 
a reasonable dimension than to go too 
last or too high and then flop. 

In 1987 you said that you regard 
yourself as "the black sheep" and 
"the easiest target" of the tennis 
establishment. Why did you say 
that then ? And now, since you 
are one of the most powerful 
people in international sports, do 
you still regard yourself that way ? 
Put it this way: people arc making a lot 
of noise around my name, on the one 
hand. On the other hand, I don't have 
a big organisation. I have always 
worked as an artisan; I created things. 
And not having a big organisation 
sometimes is a disadvantage. So a lot 
of other sports agencies arc much 


In tennis circles, Tiriac has been the friend, 
philosopher and guide for many players. Small 
wonder that he is known as the ’boutique 
coach’ 

bigger in numbers and peojile amt 
maybe in achievements. But, on the 
other hand, I always cieaie my own 
things, and that’s the reason 
sorneiimes I consider myself a loner. 

The most well-known example of 
your philanthropy is the 
orphanages you created and 
subsidise in Romania. What 
inspired you to do this? And how 
are the orphanages and children 
doing ? 

As you know. Romania was made 
iniamous because it was the only 
(communist) country that had to 
bleed when we had the revolution in 
1989. (Former president) Ceaucescu 
perjietrated horrors and cruelty and 
disastrous conditions on these young 
orphans. 1 tried to provide an example 
for Romanians that even a private, 
normal person, without being 
financed by a state or any other 
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urganisatidTi, can do something for 
these kids. Of course, what 1 am doing 
is (like) a drop of water in an ocean, 
but by creating this orphanage in 
Brasov, 1 proved it can be done. The 
kids ate doing extremely well, and we 
are very, very proud and happy that 
we did it, 1 wouldn't like to take all the 
credit. I had a lot of friends who 
helped me. My sister is probably the 
main factor there. She went 
thousands of kilometers around 
Europe, mainly Romania and 
Moldavia, choosing these poor 
orphans. Right now the orphans 
regard her like the second Mother. 

Last year you called Romania's 
Andrew Ilie "the best teenager 
I've seen since Boris." What is 
special about him ? 

(Laughter)l saw him play two or three 
times for only half an hour. But, if in 
my life I did something well, the best 
talent I had was in coaching. And this 
man has an arm speed and a stroke 
execution that very few people I've 


ever seen have. Having said that, I 
must say there is no guarantee he's 
going to become the best player in the 
world. If for the next three or four 
years a coach who knows what the 
hell he is talking about would spend 
24 hours a day with him, then he 
probably would become one of the 
greatest in the world. 

Your leading client, Goran 
Ivanisevic, has been the most 
unpredictable. Inconsistent and 
emotional Top 10 player during 
the 1990s. But he reached seven 
finals in his last eight 
tournaments and won four titles. 
At 24, is never-boring Goran on 
the verge of winning his first 
Grand Slam singles title and 
becoming a champion ? 

Goran is the most underrated {Wayer 
in the Top 10 because everybody is 
talking so much about the Grand 
Slams. 1 agree with you: he deserves 
more than anybody to win a Grand 
Slam. But at 24 his time is not gone. 


Today, TMac h a larger ihafl lift figiin in 
Roawaia, comriboling not only to the aconamy 
bat opreading Iwpo at wall 

Some people just mature a little bit 
later. He could win Wimbledon or any 
other Grand Slam this year. He can 
win anything. 

Last year Becker Insinuated that 
Thomas Muster took drugs before 
the Monte Carlo Open final, he 
accused Wimbledon of favouring 
Andre Agassi with more Centre 
Court appearances because of 
Nike's influence, and he called the 
ATP Tour's drug testing "a total 
joke." Are those kinds of 
irresponsible statements 
examples of what you have said 
about Boris 7 

If you ever made such comments 
when you are angry, you make a big 
mistake. You should let your head 
cool down before you judge. Atid if 
you have the accusation in your 
mouth, then you have to back it up 
with concrete evidence—if you mean 
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well and care about the well-being of 
the spon. To make such an accusation 
against an organisation or against a 
person, who is actually your colleague 
and who has beaten you that same 
day, that is irresponsible. If I had been 
Muster, I would have taken him to 
court for the rest of his life. If someone 
calls me a crook or a cheat, I defend 
myself until the end. 

Have you helped Steffi Graf with 
her business affairs recently ? And 
does Graf pian to leave Advantage 
International to foin your Elite 
Management Company ? 

That's only speculation for the time 
being. I know the lady, yes. 1 talked a 
couple of times to her in the last two, 
three months. But anything else is just 
speculation. I'm sure that if 
something is going to materialise. I'm 
professional enough, and she's going 
to be proiessional enough to tell the 
press directly. 


Your nickname is ''Count 
Dracula," but your former 
assistant Heather MacLachian 
once said that your tough-guy 
demeanour "is all a facade. Ion is so 
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different from what he appears." 

Is Heather right? 

I don't know. There are a lot of people 
whom others label with nicknames. 
(Sportswriter Bud) Collins was the 
godfather of that nickname. He heard 
something about Transylvania, and 
he didn't know exactly what it was, 
and he nicknamed me that about 25 
years ago. From time to time that 
name appears. I cannot really judge 
myself. Everyone has his own opinion 
about me. For the time being, if not 
satisfied, I can at least accept the head I 
see every morning in the mirror when 
I shave myself. 

Does that mean the legend that 
no one has ever seen you smile is 
not true ? 

I don't know. Everyone has his own 
sense of humour. Opening your 
mouth from 7 o'clock in the morning 
to 10 o'clock at night and laughing at 
nothing, I think that is ridiculous. We 
all have our own sense of humour, 
and I think I have more than the 
average. And I always enjoy a good 
laugh or a good joke. 

Are your days of eating 
champagne glasses at parties over? 


Oh God! There are so many stories I 
don't know which is fiction or fact 
anymore. From time to time when we 
gather together, we all have to have 
fun and do something different. So I 
guess I won't give you the direct 
answer you would like. 

Heather MacLachian alsosaid you 
have "probably the most 
recognisable face in tennis. You 
know he'll never shave that scruff 
off, either. He doesn't dare lose 
that threatening look." Now that 
you have so much money and 
power and fame, do you really 
need the moustache and the 
threatening look ? 

I don't have the power, the fame is 
very temporary, and I'm definitely not 
rich although I'm not poor either. As 
far as my moustache is concerned, if 
you find me Gillette or somebody else 
(for a commercial) to donate $ 1 
million for my kids (orphans) in 
Romania, I shave it off tomorrow 
morning. 

You are a top tennis analyst. The 
French Open seems pretty wide 
open this year with Bruguera, 
Muster,Courier, Chang and Agassi 
the likely favourites. Who is your 
pick to win Roland Garros ? 

Roland Garros has always been won 
by the fittest guy and not by the best 
guy. So whoever is going to advance 
to the second week with the most fuel 
in his tank is probably going to be the 
winner, as always. There are 
definitely four or five leading 
contenders this year. I'm not a betting 
man, but Muster and Agassi are my 
favourites. And if you give me 10 to 1 
(odds). I'd lake Ivanisevic. 

Martina Navratilova said she'd 
like to have inscribed on her 
tombstone: "She served and 
volleyed her way through life." 
What would you like to have 
inscribed on your tombstone ? 
Please, don't make me think about 
thai.I hope to live many more years. 
After that I'm going to let you know • 
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RIGHT ON CUE 


Stephen Hendry is 
turning out to be the last 
word in world snooker. 
His six world titles are a 
case in point 

BY SUBHASH SARCAR 

r HAT is common 
amongst Eric Liddell 
if Walter Donaldson and 
r Stephen Hendry? 

They are Scotland's three proud sons 
who brought name and fame in the 
universal sports arena. The 
sensational story began to unfold in 
1924 at the Paris Olympic Games 
where Eric Liddell shattered the 
dreams of other athletes by breasting 
the tape in the 400 metres final. One 
question which looms large is; if he 
had not settled down in the land of the 
Bagpipers from the age of five. Liddell 
may not have been nicknamed the 
'Flying Scot', courtesy his feat in Paris. 
Had Liddell remained in China where 
he was born, and where his father was 
a missionary, he would have 
remained a persona non grata. But the 
natural surroundings and ideal 
conditions of Scotland helped Liddell 
nurture his ambition and climb the 
pinniacle of glory. 

Liddell is not the only Scotsman 
who merits mention. With his exit 
from competition, Scotland went into 
the wilderness for many years until 
Walter Donaldson played havoc on 
the green baize, winning the world 
snot)ker title in the process. The 
triumph, however, didn't leave much 
of an impact for prospeaive snooker 
players in Scotland as the sport wasn't 
quite popular then. Frustration and 
lack of monetary benefits forced 

StaphM Haadry hoM* aluft tha World Snooker 
Tropky 
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Donaldson to quit. But that did not 
stop him from being deified by his 
countrymen. 

But whoever thought that years 
later, snooker would gradually gain 
the attention of the world? There was 
money and sponsorship. If Walter 
Donaldson was deprived of any gains, 
then his young compatriot Stephen 
Hendry, brought Scotland back in the 
world map by winning the world 
snooker crown at the age of 22 in 
1990. 

It didn't stop at that. Hendry won it 
again, and again, and again. There was 
no stopping this cueist from living in 
luxury as he became a millionaire. 

Yes, Hendry was making all the 
money that came his way in the form 
of world titles and other 
championships, besides 
endorsements. Today, Stephen 
Hendry is Scotland's greatest son. Let 
us trace his rise to fame...? 

Stephen Hendry's success story 
began at the Crucible Theatre in 1990. 
At that time for about six months, he 
didn't win anything of note or value. 
But he was showing subtle signs of 
greatness. He was also ambitious and 
this trait prompted him to make an 
attempt at the world championship 
title. Snooker pundits had prediaed 
that the young Hendry had shown all 
the excitement and impetus to face a 
host of formidable contenders at the 
prestig ious event. He had then said: "I 
can't wait to get started...! have heard 
all about it. It is definitely my best 
break and I intend to capitalise on it 
totally. "A sure sign of arrogance.to say 
the least, but then arrogance is 
sometimes that all important 
charaaeristic that separates the men 
from the boys. Conversely, modesty 
was never his virtue and this was aptly 
reflected on the green baize where 
Hendry practised his art like a maniac 
who was possessed by some 
'supernatural power'. 

Stephen Hendry proceeded to stun 
the whole world when he rightly 
earned the distinction of becoming 
the youngest turk in snooker by 
vanquishing the formidable Jimmy 






While. Jimmy White was no 
pushover, bin Hendry subjected him 
to great humiliation by beating him 
on three other occasions (92, 93, 94). 
One can only feel sorry for White. In 
fact. White can merit comparison 
with the formidable Ivan Lendl. The 
Czech won almost every title that 
came his way,except the one that 
mattered most to him; Wimbledon. 
According to Michael Ferreira, 

'' Jimmy White was such a good player 
that It was a shame that his career was 
so often defined by a negative. The 
greatest player never to have won the 
world title. In fact, he carried along a 
tag of the Mr. Nearly Man ". 

Stephen Hendry, in the meanwhile, 
moved ambitiously forward. He broke 
Alex Higgins' record (»t winning the 
title (1972). He was the youngest 
player to win almost all the important' 
titles and became the hottest 
commercial property on the snooker 
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circuit. Potential advenisers 
approached him but he shunned each 
and everyone Just to concentrate on 
his game. His materialistic gains 
soared to great heights: 
chauffeur-driven exclusive cars to 
seaside apartments and gains from 
real estate. The critics and the tax-men 
could only sit down and marvel at the 
talent and the subsequent wealth that 
this little boy, who was a grocer's son, 
had in plenty. 

From the day he picked up the cue, 
Hendry served evidence of his talent. 
His classic cue action, according to 
experts, was comparable to Alex 
Higgins. In fact, Hendry has a 
perfect-cue follow-through, a trait 
that made him virtually unbeatable. 

In his teens, his manager Ian Doyle 
took the credit ol protecting the kid's 
rich techniques and by the age of 17, 
Hendry was the most fearsome 
youngster on the snooker circuit. 


JiMiiv Whto: «• bMt playw to taw Nvw 
won the WorM Ctampionahip 

They said ttien that the 'kid could do 
anything, almost everything, except 
beat Steve Davis. * But for how long 
was Davis going to remain on his 
pedestal? Hendry, his protege, was 
about to creat a sensation. From the 
day he made his debut, in the Embassy 
World Championship in 1988, where 
he gave Willie Thome the fright of his 
life, Hendry was becoming 
unstoppable. Finally he did stop in 
1990, but that was because Stephen 
Hendry could go no further. He had 
become snooker's numero uno. 

In 1995, Hendry won his fifth 
World Championship crown. And 
retaining it in 1996 was just a 
formality. It had to be done just for the 
sake of continuity. Hendry, by this 
time, had no real competitor to 
dethrone him. He made his annual 
appearance at the Crucible recently 
and the odds were.as usual, in his 
favour. There are times, however, 
when excessive brilliance can give rise 
to complacency but this trait was the 
only minor blip in Hendry's match in 
the final against Briton Peter Ebdon. 
To Ebdon's credit, he did put up a good 
fight.At one stage, he even gave 
glimpses ol dethroning the king. But 
like we said earlier, these were just 
minor blips. There was no one to stop 
the monopoly of Hendry. 

Actually it was ft)r the first time in 
Hendry's 11 -year career that he stood 
between collapse and the exorbitant 
prize money of 200,000 pounds 
sterling. The 1996 championships did 
show Hendry portraying slight signs 
of invincibility, but his sheer class 
prevailed in the end. And when the 
chips are down, it is class that can have 
the final word. 

The Times in reviewing Hendry's 
sixth world title put this matter into 
perspective: "Hendry required only 
four frames of the remaining eleven 
frames to win his sixth title in seven 
years and his 25th consecutive match 
win in the event, stretching back to his 
surprise quarterfinal elimination at 
the hands of Steve Davis in 1991 ....It 
was a classic case of the world No. 1 
I letting his cue do the talking". 



SPOT LIGHT 


BORN TO DRIVE 

French Canadian, Jacques Villeneuve is currently the hottest prospect on 

the Formula One racing tracks 


BY K.O. JACOB 


Destiny. 


Oxford Dictionary 
j describes the above word as 
f the 'pre-determined course 

. B.. of events'. It is said that 
destiny is largely responsible fora 
man s aaions in his lifespan on pla¬ 
net earth. Fate destined that the Vil¬ 
leneuve family serve the sport of 
motor racing, and that is why Jac¬ 
ques Villeneuve in his rookie year in 
Formula One racing is already being 
considered a potential world 
champion. 

When Jacques Villeneuve was 
born on the 9th of April 1979, his 
father Gilles was just embarking on 
the racing career which would later 
make him rich and famous. Villc- 
neuve Jr. born in the French- 
speaking Canadian province of Que¬ 
bec, started in his father's footsteps 
at the very tender age of 16, when 
he started racing in ail seriousness. It 
was a call that came naturally.... a 
call that could not be left unanswe¬ 
red. 

As he explained, "There was no 
flash of lightning or crack of thunder 
from the heavens. It's what I was 
born to do. Simple as that. Maybe 
motor racing is in the genes. I grew 
up in the pits of Monaco and Monza 
and just sort of knew I was always 
going to be a racer. When you grow 
up in a family like mine, there is 
only one world you ever know. The 
world of motor racing." 

It was a natural progression for 


Jicqun Villanttiva curraiitly has Ihs Formula 
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the son whose father was idolised by gium Grand Prix at Ziolder. ing world. Villeneu ve started his rac- 

fans and specially the Italian 'Tifosi' Fourteen years later, on the 10th ing career way back in 1988, driving 
after some incredible drives in the of March, when Jacques Villeneuve the production based Italian Group 
Ferrari that led to six grand prix vie- placed his Rothmans Williams N Series. Thh: acted as his prelude to 

tories. Very early on in life Jacques Renault in pole position at the start- the Formula Three Championships 
had tasted life on the fast line, and at ing grid at Melbourne, for his first the following year. In between, 
an early point in life had come face grand prix, life had come full circle came a brief sojourn at the Jim 
to face with the dangers that lay on for the Villeneuve's. But his entry Rusell School in St. Jovite, Quebec 
the fast lane. His father was only 32 into the glamourous world of For- where he fine tuned his racing skills, 

years old, when he crashed and died mula One racing came only after he In '92 came Villenueve's leap into 
while praaising for the 1982 Bel- had survived the rigours of the rac- the rigourous Japanese Formula 
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Three Championships, and he show¬ 
ed his class when he finished the sea¬ 
son as the runner up. Then came his 
graduation to the IndyCar circuit in 
'94, and immediately afterwards he 
was voted the Rookie of the Year. He 
became in the process the only 
driver in the past decade other than 
Nigel Mansell to have won an Indy- 
Car race in his very first season. In 
his second season with team 
Forsythe-Green Ralt Racing he won 


VillwMiiw dbcMSM iKtict with Rothmam 
IMMI ownar. Frank William. Tha piclura 
(biaali it a laatiniaiiy ta ViHanaava't driving 
•kilit undar advarta eanditiant 


for them the ultimate that was to be 
won in IndyCar—the 
Championship. 

Realising fully well that he had ful¬ 
filled his potential In IndyCar racing 
Villcneuve was ready to move into 
the real big league: the Formula One 
Championships. In a speciaUy orga¬ 
nised testing session Villeneuve 
drove ISO laps in Silverstone. One 
gentleman who was watching this 
testing session was Frank Williams, 
the chairman of team Rothmans 
Williams Renault. Impressed by 
what he had seen, Williams immedi¬ 
ately offered the French-Canadian a 
two year contraa which the latter 
gratefully accepted. Williams' sign¬ 
ing him was proof enough of the dri¬ 
ving potential of young Villeneuve. 

A pole position in his very first out¬ 
ing at Australia, and a win in only 
his fourth FI encounter demonstra¬ 
tes his powers and is fast learning 
capabilities. Critics and drivers were 
already talking of Villeneuve in the 
same breath as Hill and Schumacher 
and the defending champion went a 
step further when he said, "Hill has 
so far kept Villeneuve under con¬ 
trol, but who knows for how long." 

Another facet of Villeneuve that 
came to the fore after the early race's 
was his super cool attitude. His ice- 
cool demeanour even when Schu¬ 
macher was breathing down on him 
during the European GP earned him 
his first GP win in Formula One. 
Further proof of his recognition as 
one of F1 's best prospects came 
when Walt Disney the entertain¬ 
ment conglomerate who are already 
into Formula One merchandising 
considered signing up Villeneuve as 
their personally sponsored driver. 
The talks are underway and if 
struck, the deal could be worth mil¬ 
lions. Even this goes on to highlight 
the potential that people see in this 
FI beginner. 

If Formula One remains Villeneu- 
ve's passion and it is a job that he 
does best, then there are other facets 
of his personality that people are not 
aware of. A little known faa about 
Villcneuve is that he is a very accom¬ 
plished skier. He picked up the sport 
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in a private school in Switzerland 
and has already reached near- 
Olympic standard in the slalom. Rol¬ 
ler blading, playing the piano and 
buying components to build his 
t)wn computer are spheres where 
Villeneuve divides his time when he 
36 
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is not blazing round the tracks in his 
Rothmans Williams Renault FW18. 

The brief glimpse that Villeneuve 
has provided in the early stages of 
this season is a clear indicator of 


things to come. Jacques Villeneuve 
is certainly no pushover. The onus 
will now remain on him to carry on 
his father's legacy till he becomes 
the best in the business. 

Afterall, that is what Jacques Ville¬ 
neuve was destined for. • 




Citibank is honoured to be chosen by the Indian Olympic Association 
as the sponsor of the Indian Olympic Team, and is proud to be a 
partner in India’s quest for excellence at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games. 
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GOLDEN GIRLS! 



Legends JACKIE 
JOYNER-KERSEE and 
FLORENCE GRIFFITH 
JOYNER plan to make 
another impact at this 
year's Atlanta Olympics 

J ACKIE JOYNER was bom in a 
poor neighbourhood in St. 
Louis, USA. In rapid order, she 
was the second of four children 
bom to Alfred Joyner and Mary 
Gaines, 14 and 16 respectively the day 
they wed. The father started with 
shining shoes and ultimately became 
a brakeman on the railroad. 

At the age of nine when she started 
mnning and jumping, her brothers 
and other young children used 
potatO'Chip bags to 'borrow' sand 
from a nearby youth centre and 
installed a landing pit off the porch. 
Jackie's main co-conspirator was Al, 
whom she could beat at everything. 

Assisted by some selfless coaches of 
the kind these poor neighbourhoods 
always seem to inspire, she went 
through a series of Junior Olympic 
Championships and also got a 
basketball scholarship at the 
University of California, Los Angeles. 
There, leaning on UCLA assistant 
track coach. Bob Kersee, Jackie 
ambitiously began to point toward the 
1984 Games. 

In the Los Angeles Olympics, the 
heptathlon was first introduced in 
place of the pentathlon, which 
unfortunately was never won by an 
American woman. The heptathlon is a 
two-day gruelling series of seven 
events for women comprising 100 m 

Jachia JoyiMr-JanM is prabaMy ana al Mm 
araalaat alhlalM af Mm BMdam ara. Nara, aba 
M lakiai part la Mm Baraatoaa OtyMpics 






hurdles, 200m sprint, high jump, long 800m race by 2.46 seconds, and Jackie became the second American in 

jump, shot put, javelin throw and 800 missed the gold medal by a mere history (the first since 1904) to win 

mrun. one-third of a second. that event. 

The Games showed the class that Meanwhile, to everyone's surprise. At the same Games, an unknown 

Jackie was in, leading the pack up to Al Joyner won the triple jump American girl won a silver medal in 

the last event. But, Glynis Nunn of competition, fired by the spirit of her the 200m race. Her name was 

Australia won the last event—the sister's endeavour and defeat. So, he Florence Griffith. No mediaman or 






any sports-lover could anticipate at 
that time that the silver medallist duo 
would change the standard of things 
in the next Olympics (with a bit of 
American PR, of course). 

Just after the Los Angeles Games, 
Jackie married her coach Bob, and 

Haika Draachlar waa a mat adilaia but wraa 
aomahoW alwaya evanlHHloiwad by Jacfcia 
Jaynar-Kanaa 


Florence married Al, who became her 
trainer too. And together they became 
a sort of First Family of American and 
world sports. 

On the way to the Seoul Olympics, 
both Jackie and Flo-Jo had produced 
performances which were simply 
stupendous. In 1986, Jackie became 
the first heptathlete to break the 
psychologically-imposing 


7,000-point barrier. In the 1987 
World Track and Field 
Championships in Rome, she 
captured a 'double'—gold medals in 
both the individual long jump and the 
heptathlon. 

Flo-Jo (as Florence use to be called 
by the media), while breaking world 
records, was also applying a touch of 
glamour to become quite a showbiz 
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personality. Flo-Jo always looked 
sensational on the track. In the '84 US 
Olympic Trials, she glistened in 
simmering bodysuits, earning the 
nickname "Fluorescent Flo". At the 
Rome World Championships, she 
resembled an exotic alien in her 
hooded bodysuits and 6-inch long 
fingernails... And in the 1988 
Olympics Trials, she titillated 
innumerable fans with the 
"one-legger", which covered one 
limb in vivid colours and left the other 
bare. Then again she was spending 
more time posing for glamour 
photography rather then sports 
photography. 

The Seoul Olympics saw the rise of 
these two exceptional athletes to their 
zenith. Together, they humiliated the 
superb East German challenger Heike 
Dreschler, who was dubbed as the 
female Carl Lewis, in the 100m and 
200m, long jump and the relay. 

Jackie not only won the heptathlon 
title but also created a world record. 
Then she went on to win the gold in 
the long jump, beating the East 
German. In fact, Jackie was so good at 
the heptathlon that she could almost 
easily win in 6 out of 7 events. Usually 
most heptathletes have one or two 
weak spots, particularly in the 
throwing events, but Jackie was of a 
different class. 

Equally remarkable has been 
Flo-Jo's record: breaking the 200m 
world record in the semi final and a 
couple of hours later she was again at 
her very best in the final. Then, in the 
100m dash, she looked so poised and 
unbeatable. She was so gcHtd that she 
actually had all the time to break into a 
smile 30 metres from the tape. She 
knew there was no one to outsmart 
her. Then she brilliantly anchored the 
4 X 100m relay team to enable her to 
wrest her third gold. 

While Flo-Jo retired after the Seoul 
Games. Jackie continued her golden 
voyage. In Barcelona, she amazed 
everyone by winning the heptathlon 
gold once again. However, in the long 
jump, she was finally beaten by Heike 
Dreschler, who had fought neck and 
neck for about eight years and 
eventually caught up with the 


■laekia Joynsr-KeraM hat a tniila an bar fact 
at the wim tha heptathlon gold in tha '9Z 
Barcelona Olyinpict 

American star. Heike Dreschler was, 
without doubt, a great athlete. In the 
last two Olympics, she won one gold, 
four silvers and a bronze. 

However, there was good news for 
the athletics fraternity. Flo-Jo has 
made a comeback and is quietly doing 
the laps with an aim to ormpete at the 
Atlanta Summer Games where she 
hopes to run the 400 metres. Even at 
the age of 36, Flo-Jo is in great form 
and has already improved upon the 
U.S. Olympic qualifying mark of 52.50 
seconds. On the other hand, 
34-ycar-old Jackie is going through a 


rigorous training to compete in her 
fourth Olympic heptathlon and long 
jump events. 

Her long supremacy has made 
Jackie Joyner the greatest track and 
field star of our time. At 5 ft. 10 in., 70 
kg, she is a streamlined strong women 
but, like Florence, is soft-spoken and 
demure away from the competition. 
Jackie smiies at, but endorses, her 
sister-in-law Flo-Jo’s frilly 
expressions of track and pulchritude, 
and favours lipstick shades that 
outblush fire engines." I don’t think 
being an athlete is unfeminine" she 
said." I think ol it 
as a kind of grace." 

Uday K.Chakraborty, New Delhi 
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AN ALYSIS 


JINGOISM: BR 


The presence of foreign 
players like Ruud Gullit 
and Eric Cantona has 
sparked jealousy, envy 
and that most fatal of all 
diseases: xenophobia 

FROM.SUPRAKASH GHOSHAL, 
LONDON 


T he jingoism in English 

football is well known. Those 
who do not live in the midst 
of it, but follow the game 
quite keenly from abroad, should get a 
glimpse of it—in a completely 
different area though—in Barry 
Norman's Film Reviews, brought to 
you by BBC World television. 

Even on Oscar night, when the 
whole world waited with baited 
breath to see which films and 
filmmakers got the dream awards, 
irrespective of their national identity, 
this one gentleman presenting his 
programme to a world audience was 
so obsessed with how British Hlms 
were being treated at the gala night, 
that at one stage he himself had to 
admit that his jingoism had gone a 
little too far. Everytime a British film 
missed the Oscar, he thought it was 
unfair. He even went to the extent of 
suggesting that Oscar basically is an 
all-American affair, and hence the 
step-motherly treatment to America's 
transatlantic neighbour. 

It is almost this same mentality that 
prevails in many an important quarter 
of English soccer. Recently when 
restrictions on transfers of European 
union players to England were eased, 
pushing the number of overseas 
players at English dubs from 120 a 
year ago to 170, alarm bells 
immediately went, off in many an 
important and influential quarters. 
Gordon Taylor, chief executive of the 
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Professional Footballers Assodation 
immediately demanded a ruling that 
clubs must field at least four 
home-grown footballers to stave off 
what according to him would be the 
ill-effects of a foreign invasion. 

Ironically however, the real goal 
that launched the current season's 
greatest celebrations came from a 
fnreigher. Eric Cantona, the 
Frenchman, the Footballer of the 
Year, who made a remarkable 
reoDvery from being a liability to his 
club to anepoch-makinp personality. 
Manchester United's victory in this 
year's FA Cup fina.l has, indeed, given 
them a place in history and the credit 
for that goes largely to Eric Cantona 
and manager Alex Ferguson, who 
retained his faith in the moody, at 
times flamboyant Frenchman 
through all the controversies that at 
one stage threatened to overwhelm 
him. 

His kung-fu style assault on Crystal 
Palace fan at Sandhuist Park, and the 
consequent eight-month ban 
obviously provided considerable 
ammunition to the jingoists in English 
football, who thought Cantona would 
go on to help prove their point beyond 
any reasonable doubt, when he would 
come back from the suspension and 
fail. But to their disappointment 
Cantona came back to English football 
a palpably reformed character, eager 
to show the world and his detractors 
that the new Cantona now possessed 
an iron self-control, discipline and 
and hundred per cent businesslike 
attitude. 

Of course, the :odd glimpse of the 
sly, vengeful and whimsical Cantona 
could not be hidden altogether, but 
there was no denying the constant 
effort to put a firm Ud on his volcanic 
temper. Even those who were 
ashamed of him last year realised that 
Cantona was much more than just an 
angry young man taking his 
frustrations out on innocent 


.by-standers. 

"Last year was a bit of a disgrace so 
far as Cantona is concerned, but the 
turn-around he has achieved since 
has been amazing. I think he has 
proved himself unbelievably well," 
said Frank McLintock, a former 
Footballer of the Year." 

1 am not sure how many people 
would join McLintock in celebrating 
the salvation of a great talent, but 
those who looked upon Cantona's 
reckless behaviour as vindication of 
their anti-foreigner stand have 
certainly been silenced, for the time 
being at least. For, Cantona's success 
this season has proved that English 
football can ill-afford to dismiss talent 
like Cantona on just questionable and 
debatable moral grounds. English 
soccer simply is not rich enough to 
allow itself such a holier that thou 
attitude. 

Astonishingly, scepticism had also 
surrounded another foreign star, 

Ruud Gullit, when the celebrated 
Dutchman had arrived at Stanford- 
Bridge, raising new hopes for Chelsea, 
though, this time doubts about him 
centred more around his competence 
as a player and physical condition 
rather than behaviour on the pitch. 

Many pundits wondered if he 
would have to struggle for pace; since 
his knees had taken a lot of beating, 
whether he would be able to survive 
the whole season. But as lime proved 
it, Gullit was capable of making an 
expansive impact on British soccer in 
a very short time. So much so, that 
eventually it became clear that none 
other than Gullit would emerge as the 
main threat to Cantona's prospects 
of,winning a mqjor award, especially 
Footballer of the Year, that many 
thought would symbolise Cantona's 
complete re-acceptance by English 
football. Or, rather the return ol the 
prodigal son. 

And more on the plus side, Gullit's 
contribution was to transcend the 
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mere realm ol 

playing to coaching, where 

Glenn Hoddle stood to gain 

enormously having the experienced, 

intelligent and adaptable Dutchman 

on his side as a friend, philosopher and 

guide. 

In fact, it was precisely this prospect 
that made some soccer writers to 
warmly welcome the likes of Gullit to 
English soccer, in sharp contrast to 
those who thought they were a bunch 
ol money-making opportunists. 

The first day Gullit went out on to 
the pitch alongside Hoddle, one soccer 
writer wrote: "It may have been only 
a practice match watched by a handful 
of die-hards at their Harlingion 
training ground, but the sight of 
Glenn Hoddle and Ruud Gullit 
playing in the same team, enriching 
the careers of those fortunate to be 
around them, was enough to 
invalidate all the bitching about 
greedy foreigners." 

And Gullit himself provided a 
stinging but civilised rejoinder to the 
allegations of greed, made by the likes 
of Arsenal chairman Peter Hill-Wood 
and his xenophobic associates, 
saying," England is not the only place 
where you can make a good living; 
there is Italy, you know, and Germany 
nowadays." 

And further elaborating on the 
factors that motivates people like him 
to come to England, Gullit said, very 
candidly, "1 think every player comes 
over for the challenge because you 
have to think of your career. Besides, 
someone like Ginola has already 
earned his money in Paris or 
elsewhere." 

And so lias Gullit, who has often 
been portrayed as some sort of a 
superhuman. Needless to mention, 
his superstardom has obviously 
brought him a lot of cash too. even 
before England could even dream of 
watchinglvim in action on her soil. So, 
where does the greed factor fit in? 

On the contrary, what England 
should take into account is how much 
they are gaining from the presence ol 

OwM Ginola Int no roal monataiy naad to 
coma to Enolaad ai ha hat alroady aamad hit 
monay hy playing In placot liko Parit 
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Eric Ccntoiii it alwayt • bio thrctt to tho 
EiqlWi playara wtio havo ambHiont of 
wianing tho Footballar of the Yoar awarp 

such overseas stars like Cantona or 
Gullit. As one football writer put it, "A 
few minutes spent in Gullit's 
company is enough to make one 
realise that here is a man in pursuit of 
excellence, whether it be for the 
betterment of himself or his team, 
rather than some monetary goai." 

And what is more interesting is that, 
from the very beginning, Gullit 
himself has been stressing that English 
clubs should sign on only those 
foreigners who are likely to fit into a 
side and improve it, and "not just 
because they are a name who arc 
going to attract bigger crowds and sell 
more season tickets." 

And yet they say these foreigners 
are greedy. 

In fact, the only silver lining in this 
cloud of xenophobia is provided by 
the candid confessions of some of the 
top local heroes of English football. At 
one stage, it was quite clear that the 
anger towards the foreigners 
stemmed largely from the fact that 
Cantona's brilliance was threatening 
local star Steve Bruce's chances of 
winning the Footballer of the Year 
award. At 35, this amiable central 
defender was probably looking at his 
last chance of winning the coveted 
honour. And there stood a 
Frenchman, Cantona, blocking his 
path to glory. The gall in a seaion of 
the English press and football 
officialdom was understandable. To 
make things worse for Bruce, along 
with Cantona, Ryan Giggs and Ruud 
Gullit were also in the fray. 

But, mercifully, someone had the 
courage to call a spade a spade. 
Someone who is not a foreigner, but a 
home-grown football stalwart: 
McLintock. 

Summing up the whole situation, he 
very forcefully said, "I hate to talk 
down the possibility of Steve Bruce 
winning it bccaue he might not get the 
chance again, but Cantona and Gullit 
reach areas that ordinary players like 
us don't. They reach a different plane 
that is beyond us." 

Some of McLintock's countrymen 
might wish him dead, but the man 


went on to add, "I don't want to decry 
our players because I think we arc 
terrific value for money in many 
ways. But Cnatona and Gullit have an 
air of superiority about them. They are 
way ahead of other players in the 
country at the moment. Their 
technique is superb, they arc 
physically strong, and they seem to 
contain their energy and are never 
boiling over like some British players, 
myself included, who play flat out 
with fists clenched." 

This full-hearted praise for the 
foreigners and partial self-indiltment 
may not go down well with the 


hardcore jingoists, but sorry mate, 
that's the truth. The question that the 
ultra-nationalists in England 
(euphemism lor xenophobia) should 
ask themselves now is: why grudge 
the best the honour they deserve? 

Already there are so many players 
in English soccer. Chances are the 
European Championship would 
provoke a greater influx, nearly 20 
more players. The point is. if they 
deliver the goods, why not welcome 
them with open arms, no matter what 
language they speak? Let their nimble 
feet do all the talking, and win the 
awards like Cantona did. • 
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VARIETY _ 

DANGEROUS! 

Af€ef 'The Undertaker', the famous and deadly WWF wrestler who 

came to India recently 


T he 'Undertaker'—there are 
not many who haven't heard 
of this 'Deathly' WWF 
wrestler, and not many kids 
who don't admire, adore. f«ar or 
fanuslse about the superstar of this 
phenomenally popular sport His 
black figure, eerie face, and deep voice 
have mesmensed thousands of 
viewers all around the world as they 
did m Delhi, when he and his gigantic 
team-mates came over on their 
sell-out, maiden tour of India They 
visited only three aties—Bangalore 
Bombay and Delhi—but so successful 
has been the tour that they plan to 
come back again next year 
Children screamed mothers gazed 
adults rushed to take pictures as the 
'Undertaker and his gang appealed 
for a press conference at Delhi s Surya 
Sofitel Hotel A children s session that 
followed was cataclysmic The 
reactions were the same at the Fight 
m the evening 

The'Undertaker s fight was kept 
for the end, and as the Man From The 
Dark Side' came out into the ring in a 
pall of smoke with the eerie chime of 
bells and his 'Pall-Bearer cairying the 
urn of ashes, the packed Indira 
Gandhi Stadium erupted in 
exatement There was no doubt that 
every WWF-fan was totally awed by 
the mystique of this man 
Which was why it was a big surprise 
when this 'Mystery Man' agreed to an 
exclusive interview with this 
correspondent, and despite his dark 
glasses and bandana, he did not look 
eerie or Mghtenmg And his words 
were a revelation 
The pulp-man seemed to be a 

*11w Uadartakw'leela awiiaoiiig fa blaek as 


philosopher The Death-figure had a 
dynamic vision The cruel lips smiled, 
the cold eyes warmed behind the dark 
glasses, as the world s most feared 
WWF wrestler spoke about the 
positive side of his 'destrucuve' 
profession 

Our fights are classic examples of 
the good-vtrsus-evil theme stated 
the man with the singular distinaion 
of being the annihilatoi of 'bad' forces 
"I want the youngsters today to be 



Hiding behind dnrfc nunglnm, 

The Undwtakar' antbrallad tha crawds in India 

strung enough to fight for what {hey 
believe in It s a very tough world they 
live in and they have to fight hard to 
survive—and succeed ' 

This unquenchable thirst to 
succeed is the message'the 
Undertaker hoped to convey, through 
his never-say-die attitude ihs fights 
have been rough and ruthless, and "in 
life, 11 's sometunes easier to buckle in, 
and even take the path of evil" But 


his simple words to the youth were 
that they should never give in, to 
peer-pressure of any kind 

The famous, rasping voice that sent 
shivers down hts opponents' spme, 
was soft and slow, as the wresUer 
spoke earnestly of how he "used the 
WWF, as a vehicle to express my faith 
and beliefs It's a tremendous 
responsibility—people Icxik up to me, 
and aspire to be like me I want to be 
an inspiration to them " 

Was he really as invlnable as the 
fights were made out to be^ Did he 
never get hurt, and 1 asked him this 
question, because I knew it was on 
every youngster's lips "1 never get 
hurt, because I never allow myself to 
get hurt " was the Undertaker's 
answer, "I have the capacity to block 
out pain " 

And, what has kept him so strong'’ 
"Meditation,' was the surpnsing 
answer "1 practise it whenever I feel 
down It clears many clouds in my 
head " 

Coming down to earth, the 
superstar-wrestler confessed that he'd 
had his share of injunes, of course 
"My left eye-socket got crushed once, 
and I needed ma)or surgery But I 
went through three full fights before I 
found the time to get it mended " Yes, 
It was a tough and hectic life, and he 
travelled at least 250 days a year 

But the travelling had been a great 
educauon' for him "It opened my 
eyes to the poverty and pam all 
around the world " India was an 
eye-opener, and he was sorry that it 
was too short a stay for him to 
understand the 'culture' of the 
country This was a problem with 
their fast-paced tours "I can't really 
go off on my own, and do things by 
myself It's difficult to lead a normal 

<T 
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eonfmiiet in Damracndy 


beefy frames spelt all body and no because his "job had developed me as 
soul. But it was a relief to know that a human being. I've grown in the ten 

they had a soul to them. "My fights years that I've been with the WWF." 

deal with the soul," mused the And it was not a 'physical' figure of 

Undertaker, "they deal with Death, speech at all that the Undertaker was 
and the after-life. Many adults don't referring to. 
want to think about Death, and I force However, his thick,.tattooed arm, 

them to." broad frame and long hair resurreaed 

He himself didn't fear Death at the immense image of the fighter who 

all—and this was probably the only could 'block out' the lethal hits of 

commonality between the 'real man' every monstrous challenger, in the 

and the 'media-image'. But that was' ring. "I love physical combat," 
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life." 

Of course, he refused to talk of his 
'personal' life. "I live in 'Death 
Valley'," the Undertaker said, "I have 
no friends except, maybe, the 'Pall 
Bearer. He's my contact with the 
outside world. It's a dark world I live 
in, you know," said the WWF 
wrestler, nicknamed 'The Man from 
the Dark Side.' 

I must admit I didn't envy these 
larjir-than-life giants, whose huge. 
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declared the wrestler, who confessed 
to watching boxing and American 
football on T.V.,during his leisure 
hours. 

Did he watch the WWF matches, on 
T.V.? 

"Only to critique, and make myself 
better," was the naive answer. For a 
man, who was very conscious of the 
responsibility of his job, as well as the 
'development' of his own personality, 
it was a valid comment. 


After ail, the Undertaker's influence 
spread all over "Europe, America, the 
Asian countries. I'll never forget our 
matches at London's Wembley 
Stadium, two years back, the 
energy-level in that huge stadium, 
was incredible!" 

It was this capacity to reach out to so 
many people, that excited this WWF 
wre^er about his vocation. Which 
wfaswhy his all-time hero was 
(another surprise) Elvis Presley! "1 


admire his great energy, and the way 
he affeaed so many people! I feel a 
spiritual connection with him." 

And even though the 'Man from 
the Dark Side' wouldn't discuss his 
'spiritual beliefs', the 
superstar-wrestler, though so 
different from the legendary 
rock-singer, has one thing in common 
with Wm—the way he has 'affected' 
people all over the world. 

Interviewed by Lekha J.Shankar 
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THE WORLD 
OF BOOKS! 

TITLE: AZHAR: THE AUTHORISED 
BIOGRAPHY OF MOHAMMAD 
AZHARUOOIN 
AUTHOR: HARSHABHOGLE 
PUBLISHER: PENGUIN BOOKS INDIA 
IP) LTD. 

■ pHE paperback edition of Azhar's 
n biography which was first released 
in 1994. Lively, lucid writing by 
Bhogle. the books suffers from a lack 
of critici.sm of Azhar. Also, it needs to 
be up-dated, considering the recent 
controversies that he has been in, 
both on and off the field. 

TITLE: HEM & MAXINE 
AUTHOR: NALINAKSHA 
BHAHACHARYA 
PUBLISHER: JONATHAN CAPE, 
LONDON. 


\ > ALINAKSHA BHATTACHRYA'S 
i. \ first novel, the highly comic and 
irreverent, 'Hem and Football', 
introduced one of the most comic 
characters in contemporary fiaion, 
Hemprova Ghosh-Dastidar, star 
footballer of the Rani Jhansi club in 
Calcutta. We carried extracts from the 
book, detailing manic, rib-tickling 
women's football matches on the 
Calcutta maidan in Sportsworld, 
March, '94. 

In this, his second novel, 
Bhattacharya continues to trace the 
life of his comic heroine, with more 
football thrown in and a delicious 
lesbian relationship with Maxine 
Basak, the pukka memsahib wife of 
the lecherous MP, Gour Basak. For 
those who like their sport to be laced 
with a little bit of heart-stopping sex, 
then this is the book for you. 

Shevlin Sebastian 







EUROPEAN CHAMPIONSHIPS 


With Euro '96 around 


Oh, To Be In 
England! 


the comer, soccer once 
again scores as the most 
popular spectator sport 


in the world 



T »^ HIRTY years after 
renowned BBC 
commentator Ken 
Wolstenhome 
reacted to bustling striker 
Geoff Hurst's third goal 
with the legendary 
one-liner "it's all over 
now", England is again 
staging a major 
international football 
tournament. Three 
decades ago, England 
staged the 1966 World Cup 
football tournament and 
the late Bobby 
Moore walked up those 
historic steps at Wembley 
and held aloft the Jules 
Rimet Trophy which he 
received from his elated 
monarch Queen Elizabeth, 
amidst the raucous chants 
of "You'llnever walk 
alone"and the "Saintsgo 
marching in "by a jubilant 
crowd of about 100,000. It 
was a spectacular sight 
undoubtedly. 

It was England's first and 
till now only World Cup 
triumph. Now again after a 
long period, England is 
suging the EURO '96 final 
rounds for the first time. 
Terry Venables and the 
English fans will be 
keeping their fingers 



Latfial strikar Jurgan Klimmami 
n the upantarand tkipparoftfia 
Ganaantaaai 
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HALL OF FAME 

Yaar 

Vamm 

Champions Rtmnara-n^ 


I960 

France 

USSR Yugoriavk 

2 (Metrevadi, PUmeddl- 
nlk); 1 (Qalic) 

1964 

Spain 

Sptdn USSR 

2 (Perada, Mercelino): 1 
(Khusalnov) 

1968 

Italy 

Italy Yugoslavia 

1 (Domenghlnl): l 
{DzalH:) 

Raplay: 2 (Riva, Anastasif; 
0 

1972 

Belgium 

West Germany USSR 

8 (Gerd Mulier-2, Wun- 
iner):0 

1976 

Yugoslavia Czechoslovakia West Germany 2 (Svenidik, Dobtas); 2 

(Muller, H(^nbdn)Cze- 
. ch0siovakiawonS-8on 
penalties 

1980 

Italy 

West Germany Belgium 

2 (Hrube$ch-2); 1 
(Vandereydeen) 

1984 

France 

France Spain 

2 (IMnt Belione): 0 

1988 

West 

Germany 

Holland USSR 

2 (Gullit, Marco Van 
Easten);0 

1992 

Sweden 

Denmark Germany 

2 (johh Jensen, Kim va- 
fort),*0 


HIGHLIGHTS: 


•k llie brain behind the European Championships was Henn Delaunay, the 
secretary of the then French Football Federation Sadly, Daiaunay died even 
before the competition could ktdc off, but the trophy still bean his name Ihe 
tournament was then known as the European Nadom' Cup Hbwever from 
196S the name was changed to European Championships 

■Sr West Germany were the only team which won the Daiaunay Trophy twice— 
fint in 1972 and then in 1980 They eould have made it three*m-a*row, but a 
penalty shootout defeat in 1976 at the luhids of Czechoslovakia robbed them 
of the rare opportunity 

k In the 1992 edition, a United Germany played for the first time in the Euro¬ 
pean Championship and became the runners- up 

k Gerd Muller of West Germany who scored 11 goals in the 1972 Champioa- 
ships has the distinction of havmg scored against each and every country 
which participated in the competition. 

k In the 1976 championship, it may be menuoned that bodi the semi-finals, the 
third place play-off and the final went mto extra-pme 

k The unique feature of the 1988 championship is that Holland won their first- 
ever major international competition after defeatmg the Soidets 2-d. 

k The highest attendance recorded so far in a European Chantplomh^is final is 
120,000—Spain vs USSR, Madrid, June 21,1964. 

* 

, t. Compiled by HaripraudChettopsdhyay 



crossed for an encore and 
hoping desperaiclv that 
history repeats ilsell No 
wonder the LURO 96 final 
rounds in England from 
Junes 30 IS being 
projected as Football 
Comes Home 
England codified the 
rules of Association 
Football in the 19th 
century and spread the 
gospel of ihc world s most 
popular sport m itic 20th 
century No wonder 
England to modify Saddam 
Hussain s memorable 
words IS known as the 
mother ol football For all 
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their pioneering efforts. 
England's success rate in 
international football is 
unfortunately limited. 
They have won the World 
Cup just once. England has 
never even reached the 
final of the European 
Championships. Their best 
finish ever was third in the 
1968 European 
Championships final 
rounds in Italy. The 
superstitious in England 
are banking on the axiom 
that when the year ends in 
six and England are the 
hosts, tne national team 
will gain success. England 


won the World Cup in 
1966 and now they are 
hoping for success in EURO 
'96. 

However, England are 
known as good organisers 
and so EURO '96 should be 
a memorable event. Mega 
sports events that England 
has organised in the past 
are the 1948 London 
Olympics, the 1966 World 
Cup, the 1986 hockey 
World Cup, the 1975,1979 
and 1983 cricket World 
Cups and now the 
European Football 
Championships final 
round. There will be no 


lack of sponsors at EURO 
'96. The commercial family 
of this edition is substantial. 
There are eleven official 
sponsors. Canon, 

Cailsberg, Coca Cola, Fuji 
Film, JVC, Master Card, 
McDonald's Philips, 
Snickers, Umbro and Opel. 
There are seven official 
suppliers, Serna Group, 
Digital Microsoft, 
BT(British Telecom), 
Midland, Ladbrokes and 
Castrol. Two companies 
have achieved the status of 
official product, namely 
Cellnet and Kelloggs. 

A unique feature of this 


Dennw Barghamp, wha playad in 
tha 1992 Eun^an 
Championahipa, h onca again 
axpaclad ta riaa to tha occaaion for 
Holland in Euro '96 

tournament, originally 
known as the European 
Nations Cup, is that unlike 
the World Cup, it has never 
been the hegemony of a 
few super powers of 
football. In faa, Germany 
is the only nation to have 
won this championship 
twice. As erstwhile West 
Germany they won in 
1972 and again in 1980. 
Denmark, last minute 
entrants for banned 
Yugoslavia (in the midst of 
53 


a civil war), were the 
surprise winners at 
Sweden in 1992. Holland 
tpoilt the party for hosts 
v^rmany, when they won 
in 1988. Superstars Ruud 
Gullit and Marco Van 
Basten scored in the 2-0 
final triumph over 
erstwhile USSR. Van 
Basten's effort, a blistering 
angled volley of an Arnold 
Muhren cross could well be 
termed the goal of the 
century. 


France, with their 
legendary midfield, Platini. 
Giresse, Tigana and 
Fernandez triumphed with 
panache and style in 1984. 
In 1976, the well-knit 
Czechs shocked Cruyff's 
Holland via the tie-breaker 
in the final to emerge 
champions. In the 1960s, 
the winners were erstwhile 
USSR, Spain and Italy. The 
USSR and Germany are the 
only countries to have 
thrice made it to the finals 


of the European 
Championship, (USSR in 
I960,1972 and 1988 and 
Germany in 1972,1980 
and 1992). 

The unique thing about 
this EURO '96 is that for the 
first time, sixteen nations 
are participating in the 
final rounds. This was 
done, due to the changing 
political climate of Europe 
and the emergence of new 
nations in Europe. 

Amongst the new nations 



Croatia has made it to the 
finals for the first time. 
Croatia is placed in Group 
D, with nolders Denmark, 
Ponugal and Turkey. Their 
superstar striker Davor 
Suker says; "We must do 
well in EURO '96, so that 
Croatia can get an 
international image and 
people all over can become 
aware of us and our 
problems." The President of 
the newly-emerged 
Republic of Croatia is their 
biggest supporter and is 
expeaed to be present in 
England to witness some of 
their matches. Like 
Pakistan in hockey and 
CTicket, Croatia is using 
nationalistic fervour, to 
inspire their national team 
to greater heights. Croatia 
won FIFA's title of the most 
improved team in 1994 
and will play in the 3-5-2 
formation. Zvonimir 
Boban and Robert 
Prosinecki form the heart 
and soul of the Croatian 
squad. Croatia kick off 
their campaign against 
Turkey at the City ground, 
Nottingham on June 11. 
Their coach Miroslav 
Blazevic, famed for his 
psychological motivation 
feels, "If we get Turkey in 
our first game, we'll build 
up a momentum and it will 
be very difficult to stop us." 

Another rare 
phenomenon is that there 
are no clear cut favourites 
for the title. Germany are 
currently rated 9-2 
favourites after their 
narrow 1 -0 triumph over 
Holiand in a friendly match 
last month. The other 
favoured nations are Italy 
11-2, Holland 6-1, England 
7-1, Spain 8-1, France 
10-1, Portugal 12-1 and 

PhI BneoigM; H ha playi to Ms 
psMsiial bt eoaM halp Englaiid 
dowsll 
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Croatia 16-1. Scotland and 
Turkey are rank outsiders 
at 80-1. 

The real group of death 
in EURO '96 is Group C, 
with Germany, Italy, 

Russia and the Czech 
Republic vying for the two 
quarter-final slots. The 
group matches are being 
staged at Old Trafford and 
Anfield. On current form 
Germany and Italy should 
progress from this group. 
Italy is without two of their 
famous stars, Roberto 
Baggio and Gianluca Vialli. 
However, a player to watch 
will be the talented 
Alessandro Del Piero, the 
playmaker from Juventus. 
The white-haired striker 
Fabrizio Ravenelli is 
another possible Italian 
star. Germany's skipper 
and lethal striker Jurgen 
Klinsmann is the superstar 
in the German team. 
Matthias Sammer, the 
talented libero is set to 
emulate Beckenbauer's 
role as a constructive 
defender. 

The Group D winners 
and runners-up should 
emerge from Croatia, 
Denmark and Portugal. 
They will have a difficult 
quarter-final tie against 
either Germany or Italy, 
the expected qualifiers 
from Group C. 

In Group A, England and 
Holland with several Ajax 
Amsterdam players are 
favoured to reach the last 
ei^ht knockout stage. 
England is having 
problems scoring goals and 
coach Terry Venables is 
deeply concerned about 
the fitness of central 
defenders Garry Pallister, 
Mark Wright (knee 
trouble) and Tony Adams 
and the paucity of goals by 
striker Alan Shearer. 


However, if Paul Gascoigne 
at last plays to his potential 
and their midfield quartet, 
skipper David Platt, 
Gascoigne, Paul Ince and 
Steve Stone click, England 
could-do well. Vociferous 
crowd support will be 
another ally. Players to 
watch are young Steve 
Stone, upfront, dashing 
Robbie Fowler of Liverpool 
and talented wing back 
Gary Neville of Manchester 
United. Holland has a 
plethora of stars, strikers 
Patrick Kluivert and Denis 
Bergkamp, midfielder 
Edgar Davids, attacking 
defender Danny Blind and 
6 ft. 4 ins. tall goalkeeper 
Edwin Vaan Saar. 

If England and Holland 
progress from Group A, 
they will take on the 
winners and runners-up of 
Group B, expected to be 
Spain and France. The 
French coach Aimes 


Jacquet has sprung a major 
surprise by dropping the 
briliiant striker Eric 
Cantona and dashing 
winger David Ginola, both 
of whom play in the 
English Premier League. 
Jacquet has opted for team 
unity rather than including 
the talented but often 
temperamental striker 
Cantona, recently voted 
Player-of-the-Yearin 
England. Still France has 
many talented players, 
defender Laurent Blanc, 
brilliant playmaker 
Zinadine Zidane and Youri 
Djorkoff of Bordeaux and 
able midfielder Didicr 
Deschamps of Juventus. 
Spanish manager Javier 
Clements has opted for 
experience. However, Klki 
Narvaez of Atletico Madrid 
is a talented striker worth 
watching. 

The last eight should 
consist of England and 


France's Didiar Deschamps 
(previously of Maraaillo and now 
with Juventus) being intorcapiod 
by Milan's Roberto Oonadoni 
(r^). Oaschamps has a tough job 
in the vital midnold 

Holland from Group A, 
France and Spain from 
Group B, Germany and 
Italy from Group C and 
Croatia or either Denmark 
or Portugal from Group D. 
Progress to the semi-finals 
will then depend on 
current form, absence of 
injury or players 
suspended due to yellow or 
red cards. EURO '96, 
promises to be the closest 
and most closely-fought 
football championship 
ever. Time alone will tell, 
will there be another fairy 
tale, like the one which 
Denmark authored? Or 
will the bookies' favourites 
hold aloft the trophy at 
Wembley, the ground of 
the twin towers on June 
30? • 
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DOWN MEMORY LANE 


100 YEARS 

■ ■ ■ ■ 

The Atlanta Olympics marks 100 years of Olympic competition. Herewe 
go back to the very first Olympics, held in 1896 in Athens and the events 

that happened then 


O NCE the International 
Athletic Conference in 
Paris (held on Coubenin's 
initiative) expressed its 
wish, the idea was welcomed with 
great enthusiasm by the press and 
public opinion in Greece. 

The press called upon the King to 
chair the organizing committee for 
the Games, thus providing an initial 
guarantee of their success. The 
government and the public 
authorities also were urged to assist In 
the endeavour, which was seen as a 
“task of national and public 
importance." 

They believed that they were being 
given a chance to gain credibility in 
the eyes of other countries and to 
preserve their self-respea as a nation, 
which was undermined by the state of 
bankruptcy that the Greek 
government had declared in 
December, 1893. As a ruined debtor to 
the great countries of Europe, the 
Greek government was unable to 
grant even token assistance to the 
production of the Games. 

' Further problems were caused by 
the fart that only fifteen or sixteen 
months were left to prepare for the 
Games, and by the limited sports 
facilities in Greece. 

Vikelas (the first IOC President), 
and later Coubertin (the IOC 
Secretary General), had to travel to 
Athens from Paris before these 
obstacles could be overcome. 
Coubertin was delighted by his stay in 


Greece. "I am very enthusiastic about 
Athens", he wrote to Vikelas. "It 
bustles with life. The Greeks have 
worked miracles. They are a great 
people, who have not disappointed 
my expectations from afar. I hoped 
that I would find Greece as I see it 
now, through my own eyes, and 
through yours." 

Coubertin maintained these sincere 
feelings toward Greece throughout 
his life, and they appear to have been 
the most important factor in his efforts 
to have the first Games held in 
Athens. He knew that if this 
endeavour, which had been so 
favourably commented on in the 
Greek and international press, were to 
fail, it would be much harder to keep 
alive the prospect of reviving the 
Olympic Games. All the experts 
agreed that failure to get the Olympic 
Games staned would foil this unique 
opportunity to boost the world-wide 
athletic movement. 

According to Sloane of the United 
States, a founder member of the IOC, 
the small country of Greece was the 
most suitable place to host the Games. 
If it succeeded, Greece could also play 
the role of catalyst in relations among 
the states of Europe, whose 
differences were not limited to 
variations in the physical education 
programmes they had introduced in 
their school systems. 

The revival of the Olympic idea 
opened new horizons in the search to 
renew values and ideals in many other 


areas, and Athens provided the best 
possible setting fortheir consolidation. 

At the time, an inaeasing number 
of educators saw physical training as 
an essential component in the 
education of young people and as a 
medium by which their psychological 
and moral values could be shaped. 

Vikelas firmly believed that the first 
international Olympic games should 
at all costs be held in Greece, the 
country where the Olympic idea was 
born. Their organization should not 
be ostenutious, for this would allow 
the Greeks to set an example for 
others to follow. He feared that 
otherwise, the Olympic Games might 
never be revived. 

T he Games of the I Olympiad 
opened with splendour at the 
newly built Panathinaikon Stadium 
on the 25th March, 1896. A 
philharmonic orchestra, which 
included members from all the music 
clubs of Greece, performed the 
opening hymn. The lyrics of the 
Olympic Hymn were written by the 
Greek poet Costis Palamas and set to 
music by the Greek composer Spyros 
Samaras. 

James Connolly was the first 
Olympic champion in the modern 
Olympic Games. In order to achieve 
this distinction, he risked expulsion 
from Harvard, taking part in the 
Games without the University's 
permission. 

The marathon race attracted the 
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of reference. There was an obvious 
intention to display the affinities 
between the ancient and modem 
athletic traditions. The Classical style 
of the ceremonies also indicated that 
the Greek people's old, glorious past 
remained an emotional issue for 
them. One had the sense that infinite 
respect was being paid to Greek 
antiquity. The Classical aura of the 
Olympic Games was intended as a 
spiritual awakening and it served the 
practical purpose of asserting national 
identity. But the reinstatement of 
elements from the athletic 
ceremonies of antiquity should also be 
examined In light of neo-classidsm 
and philhellemsm as world-wide 
phenomena which influenced a 
return to anaent institutions. 

In 1896, the Greek diaspora 
organized a pilgrimage to its 
homeland from the faraway places 
where its members lived. The festive 
atmosphere which prevailed in 
Athens was therefore not limited to 
the opening and closing ceremonies. 
At the end of each day, spectators and 
athletes alike would msh into 
Constitution Square and Stadiou 
Street to celebrate the events 
together, especially with the foreign 
guests. These were sincere 
celebrations of the spirit of 
international friendship and 
understanding. But Athens most 
powerfully symbolized intellectual 
and cultural unity m the world at a 
time when this was crucial in 
establishing a unanimous interest in 
the mstituuon of the Olympic Games 
It was this overwhelming 
enthususm which allowed 
unscheduled events to take place. For 
Instance, immediately after the 
awarding of medals in the First 
International Olympic Games, the 
winners, led by Spyildon Louis, 
spontaneously mardied around the 
Panathinaikon Stadium in the first 
"Olympic Parade". According to 
Sloane, "the neutral ground of 
Athens made it easier than anywhere 
else for the competitors to reconcile 
with each other". As for Spyrldon 
Louis, he personified in the eyes of 
both the Greeks and other peoples the 
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Tht okt and Hm new; tin fint ■Miinn to to 
toih for tho lint modom Olympic Oomoi (M 
loft) ond on tho right io tho highly modorn 
Otympic Stadium of tho V Barcoiona Olympic 
Gnmao 

"Creek" described by a Hungarian 
athlete who spread the message: 
"Forget your disputes". 

Already in the Games of the 1 
Olympiad, the relationship between 
sports and music was well established. 
The Games opened and closed with 
the Olympic Anthem, written by C. 
Palamas and set to music by S. 
Samaras, which was eventually 
adopted by the Olympic Movement as 
the official Olympic Anthem. 

The Greek national anthem was 
also played at the ceremonies. This 
ritual continues to this day. It should 
be noted that when the Olympic 
80 


Anthem was played at the stadium it 
awakened such a rush of emotion and 
enthusiasm for Classical Greece that it 


was played a second time. Other 
pieces of music were played by the 
bands during intermission periods. In 
the 1896 Games, the flag of each 
winner’s country was raised and the 
band "saluted" it by playing a piece of 
music (though not necessarily the 
national anthem) from the country; it 
was only with Louis's viaory that the 
Greek national anthem was played. 

Another tradition worthy of 
mention is the torch procession. In 
addition its classical connotations (in 
part, it was held to commemorate the 
torch relays of the ancient 

Tto scale fflotol (Hyiiipia, whan tto liral 
Gamas ware twld 
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Panathenean festivals) it also had a 
symbolic meaning: for the Greek 
people, fire is a symbol of re-birth and 
catharsis, but it also opens up new 
paths by illuminating the darkness, 
and draws people to gather around it 
for warmth. 

Finally, it should be pointed out 
that these ceremonies contributed 
greatly to the country's official 
diplomatic relations. The guests ol 
honour, royalty and politicians 
from Briuin, the Balkan counines 
and Egypt—were warmly received by 
the crowds in the stadium and at the 
other events. 

The organization of die 1896 
Olympic Games was a model for 
subsequent Olympiads, pot only in 
terms of its purely organizational 
aspects but also in terms of its 


ceremonies and various cultural and 
social events. These Games also 
marked the beginning of the keen 
public interest which has been 
reflected in the commemorative 
books, stamps and medals, the 
development of popular art related to 
the Games, and the attraction that this 
athletic institution has always held for 
artists and writers. 

We should not forget,that, when 
speaking of the re-birth of an 
institution, it is difficult to describe the 
process of its renaissance—including 
the problems to be overcome 
concisely. 


Kostas Georqiadis 
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ANALYSIS 


NO LONGER T 
ALL-SEEING E 


BYT.S.VENKATARAMAN 

I don't want to say that there's a 
sameness to much of the tennis 
on TV, but if Andre Agassi didn't 
introduce a new clothing design 
every few years, it'd be pretty tough to 
differentiate between the 1985 
Caesars Palace Classic and the 1995 
Canadian Open. 

"Tennis has not been the most 
innovative sport, produoion-wise but 
then 1 don't know if that's to be 
expected or warranted," says Peter 
Englehardt, coordinating producer of 
ESPN's tennis coverage. "Just by the 
virtue of the court, tennis is a perfea 
made-for TV sport. There's a defined 
area of play, which ostensibly one 
camera can cover. That's the 
challenge from a production 
standpoint, to take it out of that kind 
of mundane pattern and try to spice it 
up." 

But tennis telecasts have been 
about as spicy as cottage cheese. 
Perhaps because tennis is such an easy 
sport lo cover, it's been easy for TV to 
underplay its presentation. But the 
steep slide in tennis' ratings over the 
past few years would seem to warrant 
that tennis and TV re-examine their 
strained relationship. 

TV obviously has presented some 
great matches through the years, but 
the challenge TV now faces is how to 
make tennis programme great--or at 
least exciting. In order to accomplish 
that, both the sport and the medium 
need to do some fine tuning. 

Tha on-court bohind-tho-boMline Comoro it 
probably the most undarutod ihot in TV 
covaro)^ 
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TV coverage of tennis lags far behind other 
sports like basketball and baseball. 

An analysis of the reasons behind this 

First, TV needs to build a stronger 
cadre of qualified and credible tennis 
commentators. To make a strong 
presentation, you begin with the 
presenters. Right now, there are 
scarcely half a dozen quality 
commentators in the game. 

"Tennis is the second most corrupt 
sport on television (behind golf) as it 
relates to the reporters—and I use tha: 
term very liberally," says Phil 
Mushnick, who writes about sports on 
TV for the New York Post. "Almost all 
of them have conflicts of interest. 
NBC's Bud Collins has conflicted 
interests with his readers in the 
Basion Globe. If he uncovers a scoop, 
who gets it first: his readers or NBC's 
viewers? 

Tennis announcing teams should 
consist of a play-by-play person and 
an analyst in the booth and a field 
reporter who can update news and 
happenings around the tournament 
sight. Networks need to understand 

the difference between a journalist 
and an analyst, and they need to 
realise that hiring high-profile 
'names' is less important—and less 
impressive—than providing insight. 

To its credit, TV has experimented 
with different camera angles in an 
attempt to provide a new perspective 
on tennis, but none have succeeded in 
capturing what is most lacking in 
tennis telecasts—the feeling of power 
that you get watching a match in 
person. That's best captured by the 
on-court, behind the-baselinc 
camera, but unfortunately, it's 
probably the most underused shot in 
tennis coverage. 

"A large part of the problem with 
tennis coverage is access", says Terry 






O'Neill, executive producer of 'NBC be built into the base of the stands OK., maybe that's too much 

Sports.' "At Wimbledon or at the where it would be un-obtrusive? Why excitement. 

French, you just don't have the not Sttach it to a lineman's chair or If the low-angle camera is the most 

capabilit y of moving cameras around cap? Why not the net post? underused element of a tennis 

to where you might like to have them If the goal of TV is to make the broadcast, the replay is the most 

positioned. Often, what you think viewer feel as if he is at a match, how overused. The overuse of replays bogs 

would create an exciting perspective, about adopting a 'fan cam', stationed down a telecast and often intrudes on 

a large part of the tennis at a seat in the stands? Let home the next point (which I suppose 

establishment will feel is instrusive." viewers enjoy the experience of doesn't matter since it will be replayed 

But if 'TV technology can put a sitting behind four screaming teenage anyway). 

camera on the net strap, why can't it girls during an Andre Agassi match. "(Overuse of replay) is conditioned 
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from watching years of baseball 
where they replay every fly ball," says 
Mushnick. "But what replays can do 
is hurt a commentator because he or 
she feels compelled to speak through 
this replay when there’s really 
nothing to say, and the commentator 
comes off looking like a jackass." 

To make better use of replays, the 
Telestrator made famous by John 
Madden in CBS's pro football 


coverage—seems like an obvious 
device. With it, an analyst can map 
out the direction of the ball, follow a 
player's movement and show not 
only why a player made a certain shot, 
but it also illustrates his options and 
explain why he didn't make the other 

Covmge of iMinia •rants lags far bahind the 
othar sports. Tliara is a lack of iimavation and 
erastmty 


shots. ESPN has been using the 
Telestrator in its tennis coverage from 
the year 1995. The other networks are 
considering employing the device as 
well. 

The direaing of tennis on TV is far 
better than it was a decade ago—at 
least it's less confusing than it was 
then. Says Mushnick: "It used to be 
that tennis was one of those sports 
where the direaor just wanted to 
show you his or her hardware 
aerobics—lots of quick cutting in the 
middle of points, so it was vinually 
impossible to find the ball. But it's 
improved. During a rain delay at the 
U.S.Open, they were showing an old 
match, and it was shot horribly—^four 
and five different cuts during a single 
p)oints." 

In order to put the thrill back into 
tennis on TV, the players have to take 
a more active role in their sport. A 
large part of the revival of the National 
Basketball Association's TV ratings 
was the players' role in promoting 
their game to a national audience. 

So, one of the most disheartening 
proposals of the new ATP Tour was its 
desire to eliminate on-coun mikes. 
The tour should be thinking of doing 
the exaa opposite. 

"I’ve always wondered why tennis 
can’t have a coach on the sideline with 
whom a player can converse with, on 
the changeovers," says Rudy 
Manzke, TV critic of 'USA Today'. 
"Have a mike in there so you could 
hear them discussing strategy like you 
do in college basketball during the 
timeouts or in boxing between 
rounds. People are interested in 
hearing what goes on. It adds an 
exciting element to the coverage." 

For tennis to become a more 
exciting TV product, its players must 
become more exciting personalities. 
No one needs to turn into Hulk Hogan, 
but the law of averages suggests that 
some of these players must have a 
personality. For one reason or 
another, we're not seeing enough 
evidence of it. If tennis is going to be a 
popular TV sport, it's got to lose its 
country club image and become a 
more up-market sport. # 

SS 









I AM told to write a Freewheeling. 

So, 1 sit in front of the computer 
.screen. But my mind is a complete 
blank. What to write. Nothing comes 
up: no word, no phrase, no long 
drawn-out sentence. I stare even 
more harder at the blank screen. I can 
just about make out my bespectacled 
face on it. 

Then I look to the side, at the little 
white mound on the table. People call 
it a mouse. 1 wonder why. It doesn't 
look like one. The mouse smiles at me. 
I blink, thinking that my head is going 
a little crazy. 

“Don't be depressed," the mouse 
says in, as expected, a squeaky voice, 
"try to be cool as a cat." 

"Thanks Mr. Mouse," I say politely, 
"but how can I be cool as a cat when 
life itself is a rat race?" 

"Well said," the mouse 
acknowledges, "care to come for a 
ride with me." 

"1 don't mind," I reply. The mouse 
then points a laser gun at me. I shrink 
to three centimetres in height. 

"Now climb on my back," he says. 
His white back now seems huge, like a 
snow-clad mountain in the 
Himalayas. Somehow, 1 manage to 
clamber on, and then with a whoosh 
and a bang, we go inside the 


computer. I expect to see the usual 
hard disk, electrical circuits, wires and 
other such soulless things. Instead, we 
are in paradise. There is a large forest 
on the right. On the left, there Is a 
slow-moving stream, with the clearest 
water that I have seen in my whole 
life. I can see orang-utans, tigers, 
lions, donkeys, elephants, all lolling 
around. There is a tranquil silence. No 
TV. no radio, no blaring of car horns, 
no pollution. 

1 look around. A cat and a mouse arc 
playing volleyball. I look at the 
computer mouse and say, "1 thought 
that they were enemies." 

"We don't believe in enemies and 
friends. We believe that all creatures 
arc made by God. That we should be 
friendly with each other. It is only on 
earth that people talk about a majority 
community and a minority 
community. As if a member of the 
minority community does not have 
the same heart, the same blood, the 
same soul and the same mind as a 
member of the majorit / community." 

The orang-utans are twirling 
around on the branches of the trees. 1 
walk with the computer mouse, to the 
base of a tree. An orang-utan climbs 
down. We are introduced. 
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"I am Dunston," the orang-utan 
says, "I used to work as a bandar ek 
hotel ka andar." 

We shake hands. Then Dunston 
says, "You know, 1 can't understand 
you humans. My boss was an Olympic 
gymnast. But instead of praaising 
hard, most of the time, he was taking 
steroid injeaions, to make his body 
strong. Why does he do this? Why do 
humans always employ foul methods 
to win?" 

"Because, there's nothing official 
about it," 1 say, with a grin. 

He doesn't seem amused by my 
answer. It doesn't matter. I feel so 
peaceful. All the stress and the 
tension, which had formed in knotted 
muscles at the base of my neck and 
shoulders, has eased up. When you 
live with humans, you come across 
people who are hunters. People who, 
despite their over-friendly faces, are 
actually looking out to shed your 
blood. But you still have m live with 
them. As the American writer Sai’l 
Bellow wrote; "There's no having 
relations with people, none at all, if 
you won't accept abuse." 

At some distance away, a group of 
zebras arc playing football. I ask if I can 
join. They say yes. We start playing. 
It's nice fun. After the game, we start 
talking. The zebras say, "Oh, you arc 
from India." 

I nod. Then one of them says, "1 
used to hang around the Alipore zoo 
in Calcutta....tell me, why was Kambli 
dropped? You Indians are the most 
talented sportsmen in the world but 
there is so much of politics. Politics in 
selcaion, politics in the team, this 
constant, never-ending sense of 
regionalism. It's sad, but it’s also so 
stupid. Unless you pick up your best 
team, how do you expect to do well at 
the international level?" 

I am stunned. How do the zebras 
know so much about earth 

life?.somebody is prodding my 

back. I open my eyes in alarm and 
blink rapidly, as I see a colleague shake 
his head gloomily from side to side, 
"We ask you to write a Freewheeling 
and you end up taking a nap in front of 
the computer screen." 
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Whether It be the World Motorcycle Grand Prix or a local did track event, 
champions choose Castrol lubricants to power their bikes to victory. 

This inlemaiional winning technology is available to you in Castrol Super TT 
The new improved two-stroke formula of Castrol Super TT with ■ toiWg • 
formulation' ensures.' 

• Easy kick start 

• Excellent ptek-up and peak power 

• Minimum engine maintenance 

• Longer entfne fde 

• Significant reduction In exhaust smoke. 

Musas formula Castrol Super TT is recommended for all two-stroke bikes and 

scooters, whirdr are required to give smooth, trouble free, ‘Champion’ 

performance, mile after mile. 

So next time you select your oil. Insist on the original "Champions' 

Choice f Castrol Super TT-Ihe genuine TT oil. 

Castrol Super TT ts available in 250 ml., 500 ml. and 1 litre pilfer proof, 
sealed packs at all leading auto accessory shops. 



CONTUSE ANY‘2r OIL..... 

INSIST ON THE ORkSINAL CASTROL SUPER TT 
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It's fun ky! It's fundo-stic! It's the coolest wdy to move. Tongo. From 
Atlas. An exciting new range of bikes - styled to stun, built to last. To 
give you miles of fun. So give it a go. It's cool to Tango. 

The Tongo ronge oko includes the ATB, the Double Shocker, the MTB 
ond the Pro series of rodng bikes. 
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